
A DIARY OF

THE RUSSO-

JAPANESE

WAR

IP
Digitized by Google







Digitized by Google



A DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR.

Digitized by Google



A DIARY

OF THE

RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR.

Being an account of the War as published daily in the "Kobe Chronicle."

With Illustrations and Maps.

• • • * » • •

• • • • **
•• • • • .

.*_••• # • • • a • ...

VOL. II.

KOUK. JAPAN:

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED AT THE " CHRONICLE" OFFICE.

1904.

Digitized by Google



J J

' I i

.......
..• • ....... .

••*

••••••
• » '.. • • • • • • •

• • • •••••
••"

uiginzed by Google



DIARY OF THE WAR.

VOL. II.

Saturday, Septemfter 24fh.

TN bis long report on tbe operations

of his Army Corps In the fighting at

LJaoyang. General Oku concludes :
—

'At 2 o'clock in the afternoon of

the 4th September a detachment of the

second column occupied Llaoyang Station,

and a detachment of tbe third column
the western end of the city of Llaoyang.

The detachments further advanced In

pursuit of the enemy along the Taltzc

River, when the Russians retreated to

the right hank. Judging from the pro-

gress of this fighting, it appears that the

enemy's plan was to hold to the utmost

their positions in the vicinity of Shusanho

to check the advance of our army, and

to take the offensive in other direction*

and so fight a decisive battle. The object

of tbe second stand made by the enemy In

proximity to Llaoyang was ap-

the Kurokl

for the retreat. Speaking generally It

can be concluded that during the whole

engagement the enemy fought desperately

and had no Intention of retreating at tho

outset.

NEWS FKOM THE FRONT.

RUSSIAN REINFORCEMENTS.

According to a Reuters dispatch re-

ceived In Tokyo. General Kuropatkln sent

the following telegram to St. Petersburg

on September 19th :
—

" The result of a

reconnalsance made on September 17th

(Lowed that the Japanese position at

Bentyaputze (?) was very strongly for-

tified by at least a brigade of infantry

and twelve guns. The Cossacks attacked

a train of the Japanese commissary on

tbe west of Bentyaputze and captured 30

pack-horses, together with the goods they

were carrying. Nothing of the enemy Is

to be seen to the north-east of Bentya-

putze. The enemy did not advance from

their position, but on the following day

(the 18th) reinforcements were observed

to be arriving In the vicinity of Bentya-

putze A large body of the

army has k'ft Liauyang and has already

CTOUatl the Tait/.e River."

News has reached Tokyo from Europ"
to the following effect concerning the

movements of the Russian Army :
—

" The 52nd Reserve Brigade has been

reorganised into a division, and It la be-

lieved that this new division will be seat

to the front, together with the Eighth

Army Corps. Colonel Koanlko, In com-
mand of the East Siberian Balloon Corps,

left St. Petersburg on September 14th.

Ills corps left about ten days previously.

Colonel Koanlko Is a well-known aero-

raut. and It Is believed In Russia that his

corps will render belter service than other

balloon corps on account of hlB ability

and because the balloon he Is bringing

with him Is of the latest style.

"The whole of the First Army Corps

has arrived In Manchuria and waa re-

viewed by Oeneral Kuropatkln at Mukden

on September 18th.

" By an Imperial Ordinance issued on

August 16th the East Siberian heavy artil-

lery corps was mobilised. Four regiments

of mortars left for the Far East on

or about September 10th.

" The Russians are very active In con-

structing defensive works to tbe south

and east of Mukden. It Is believed that

the Russians are constructing forta

upon a new system, in which electricity

Is largely utilised.

" The Siberian Cossack Division, the

Baikal Cossack Division, and a Brigade

tinder General Mistchenko, are engaging

In occasional skirmishes with the Japan-

ese south of the Hun River.

" Tho advance post of the Sixth Army
Corps Is now arriving at the theatre of

war. The last batch of the Army Corpi

did not leave until about September

8th. Half a regiment of Irkutsk Cossack*

and two briga-les of Slherlan Militia have

bern ordered to the front Their duty.

I' la stated, will be to guard the railway.

Four batteries of East Siberian mountain

artillery (machine guns) and five am-

munition corps have been newly or-

gneised. The first and second East

mountain artillery batteries have

equ'pped with machine
CommanJers of the 52n1 and Bird Re-
serve Infantry Brigades, to be organised

in the 5th Reserve Infantry Army Corp*
district, have been appointed.

" Towards the end of August a horse

supply corps for the Cossacks

Inaugurated at

Llllnak."

FIGHTING AT POKT ARTHUR.

A SERGEANT'S DARING

The correspondent of the tiainichi at

Port Arthur has sent an account to his

Journal of the daring adventure of a

of the Japanese Engineer*.

which led to the

capture of a fort. Sergeant Himeno.

writes the correspondent, who was carry-

ing explosive bombs, advanced at the head

of a body of Infantry In broad daylight.

When he was seen by the enemy and their

rifle fire was concentrated upon him the

Sergeant prostrated himself, and then,

on a chance presenting Itself, made a

dash. Reaching the fort ha threw the

bombs, and. ascertaining that they had

exploded, was withdrawing to his men
when he was shot down. He was accom-

panied by a private named Orlmoto, who
apparently returned In aafety. A mixed

company of infantry and engineers hav-

ing watched the throwing of the bombs,

made a charge.
" I witnessed tbe proceedings." the

correspondent proceeds, " from the top of

a hill about 3,000 metres distant. At

about 11 o'clock in the forenoon, a Japan-

ese flag was seen to be floating high on

the fort, while a crowd of Japanese

soldiers was observed scaling the slope of

the hill below the fort. In about half an-

hour five or six Russians appeared at a

lower elevation on tbe left side and fired

at the Japanese who were struggling on

the slope, In about ten minutes the Kus

sians disappeared. The Japanese pressed

on and reached a level where two heavy

guns were posted, together with a couple

of dummy men. A Russian, apparently
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an officer, advanced, followed by a doxen
|

Japanese fell dead, while other* were i This struggle lasted about half-an-

to twenty men. They appeared on a wounded, hut the brave men pressed on hour. At 6 o'clock in the evening a num-
breastwork on the left of a level and. and reached the fort, when the Russians

|

bcr of the Japanese were seen to be at-

thelr heads only being exposed, they fired
j

suddenly appeared on the level just above tacking the ripht fort, and In 15 minutes

at the Japanese from behind the fortiflca- and began to hurl nii-isilcs. presumably
| the Japanese ensign was floating over

tion. I shuddered to see the volleys sent stones, at the Japanese. Presently three ;he fort, but much hund-to-hand fighting

by the Russian* from such an advan- shell* fell upon the Russians, and this
j

occurred before the left fort was finally

tageous position. Soon many of the had the effect of dispersing them entirely, carried."

Sunday, September 23th,

A CCORDING to an official dispatch, on
** the 2i'th Instant a detachment of the

Japanese forces advanced from Kansho,

and attacked a body of Russians consist-

ing of a company of infantry and a

troop of cavalry with one machine

gun at Talin. near .Mukden, and

•nether lone consisting of a liattallon

of infantry and alio cavalry, with

6 quick-firing gun* and one machine gun
at Sanryokoku. The enemy was driven

northwards, and left 19 dead on the field.

A quantity of ammunition, &c, fell Into

the hands of the Japanese, whose casual-

ties were slight.

•
• •

A Re iter * telegram received in Tokyo

gives the following report made by Gene-

ral Kuropatkin, dated September 20th :—
•' The situation of our army remains un-

changed. On September 12th a detach-

ment of the enemy showed activity to

the north of the defile of Talln. On
September 20th the enemy twice attacked

our detachment In that defile, but was

repulsed. The enemy attempted to send

four companies lo outflank our left

wing, but the movement was checked by

our cavalry and machine guns."

•

The Russians are strengthening the

defence* of Tlellng and Harbin. Accord-

ing to advices reaching Tokjo. a trench

five frsit deep and about three miles long

is constructed one mile south-east of

Tleling. while there are a number of pits

in proximity to the ditch, at the be 'torn

of which Bharp nails are fixed, pylnt*

upwards. Quite p. number of forts are

constructed at the south-east and north-

east approaches. Forts, trenches, and

other defence works are also being con-

structed at other places. No Chinese ex-

cepting the coolies employed are allowed

to approach these works. It is also re-

ported that a trench 0 feel wide and M
feet deep runs along the road from the

Harbin Station to Sojoho. Throughout
the whole

mile apart.

The body of a Russian bluejacket, sup-

posed to be one of the crew of the

" Rurik," was washed ashore at Kata-

yeura, Yatauka district. Shimane pre-

fecture, on Friday. The body was quite

decomposed, and the only possible means

of Identification was the clothing.

An 8-inch quickfiring gun and a Maxim
machine gun, which were captured by

the Nagoya Division at Kanahan. arrived

at Osaka Station on Friday, where they

were Inspected by crowds of people. The

guns are destined for Tokyo and are a

present to the Imperial Headquarters.

A transport arrived at MoJI on the

JJtid Instant with la Russian prisoners

and M9 machine guns captured by the

Japanese. The guns were lauded at MoJI.

THE SINKING OF THE
"KINSIIIU-MARU."

ACTl'AL N1MBER I.OST.

It was ascertained some time ago that

most of the military officers who were on

the " Kinshiu-maru." when she was sunk

off the Korean coast by the Vladivostok

squadron, were taken prisoners by the

Russians. It Is now definitely known
that the number of soldiers who lost their

lives In that disaster was :tc In addi-

tion to 39 who are missing and are

also supposed to have perished. Of the 3G

men one committed harakiri on the main
d«dt, 19 shot themselves, 11 were

drowned, 2 were killed by a falling mast,

and 3 killed by the Russian fire. Forty

men were originally missing, but It Is

now known that one man was taken

prisoner. Something less than a company
of solders was on the " Kinshiu-maru

"

i at the time of the disaster.

Tuesday, September 27.//.

LITTLE news has

armies near Mukden. General Kuro-

patkin reports no activity on either side,

while unofficial Japanese reports Indicate

that the Russians who fought at Liaoyang

are falling back on Tleling as reserves,

while their place at the front Is being

taken by fresh troops from Europe and

Siberian levies.

of the

tactics of

to a

to the JUH, the

Kuropatkin are severely criti-

cised at Bt Petersburg. The Minister of

War. It Is stated, desires that the

should assume the offensive.

Review
of two
Bass of

Dlnwld-

The newly-established China
gives space to the observations

war correspondents, Messrs. J. F.

the Chicago Daily Xewa. and W.
ile. Harper'i Weekly, who recently ar-

rived at Chrfoo from the front. The
Review make* a selection of the observa-

tions of the correspondents which ap-

peared In the Chefoo Daily S'ewt, and It

Is needless to say that the Review allows

little of praise for the Japanese to adorn

Its pages. Mr. Bass is reported to have

stated that he had not had a very satis-

factory experience. Inasmuch as he was

not able to get out the amount of news

that he had gathered In previous cam-

paigns. However, he realised that while

were inconvenient to the

and to the public, yet

mint they were i

He was not entirely
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dissatisfied with what had been done by

the Japanese forces la dealing with news-

men, but did not admire the

by which It was accomplished.

Mr. Bass said the campaign from the

Yalu had been slow. and. in view of much
unnecessary chaperonage of men who
were there to get facts for the world,

somewhat exasperating. Tbe battle

of Liaoyang. Mr. Bass says, was

a notable engagement, chiefly because

of the rearguard fight of the Russians.

The correspondent has had plenty of

experience In estimating the strength of

troops, and he states that he would place

the Russian numbers at eighty thousand,

thoso, that is, that composed the retiring

column. Of the Japanese there were

eight divisions of twenty thousand men

each. This gave them a total of one

hundred and sixty thousand fighting men.

and It is thought they tbuB outnumbered

the Russians two to one.

Mr. Dinwiddle's Impressions are given

as follows:—"I was assigned as a war
correspondent to the First Army about

the middle of March. We got our notifica-

tion at Tokyo to join General Kurokis

army only three hours before train time.

Laidlng in Pingyang In the last week in

March, we pushed up as near as possible

to the fighting front on the Yalu River,

where the Japanese forces were crossing,

At Wiju, together with the military at-

taches, we were allowed to witness the

operation from a high knoll on the

Korean side of the river, but seven miles

from the Russian lines. The officer who
was placed In charge of us In the guise

of a friendly Interpreter and escort

seemed to have recused Instructions to

keep us from seeing too much ; at all

events he took good care not to let us

forward too far. nor otherwise get out of

touch with him. After that our difficul-

ties got worse and worse, not only on the

•core of getting food and supplies, but

In other ways. The constant difficulty

of getting out dispatches was aggravat-

ing. There were twenty of us. We were

limited to telegraphing a dally report

of one hundred and fifty words over the

field telegraph. Of course the only thing

to do was to take turns at It. Then came

the difficulty of sometimes having nothing

to send when one's turn came round.

When returning to the fron' there was

a misunderstanding about my journey

through the military lines, and I was

topped and held as a military

for six daya."

Mr. Dinwiddle believes the Japanese

i a great mistake In not following up

advantage on the Yalu more

-"The campaign, after the

crossing of the Yalu, as you know, was

exasperatlngly slow. To me this appears

as one or the great strategic errors of the

campaign—as bad in Its way as the folly

of the suicidal assaults on Port Arthur.

From the first. General Kurokl with his

forces outnumbering the Russians at every

point of contact, he might have had a

walk-over to Llaoyang, during May, while

the weather was still endurable. Instead

of that, he sat down at every point, pre-

ferring to lose time in perfecting his

arrangements down to the laat dot, so as

to ensure complete success, absolutely

secure, and yet losing the fruits of his

success by failing to pursue ; thus giving

the enemy a chance to rally and re-

cuperate In every Instance. K has taken

Kurokl all of four months to advance

over a distance of about one bundrod and

twenty miles as the bird files, or about

two hundred and fifty miles, If you

count the deviation of the roads and rises

iu the ground. Nearly one-third of this

' i- 1 ini ', -he stretch : om WijB tfl r'-iir

haneheng. was covered In the first week.

Though the Japanese lodged them-

selves firmly In the Motlenllng Mountains

round about Siuyen, the big fight for the

Motien Passes did not come off until the

17th and ISth days of July. Another

month passed before wc covered the fifty

miles stretch from there to Llaoyang. It

was not until then that we got in touch

with the Second Army under Oku, and

heard of the other correspondents having

just joined it."

..
A Reutcr's telegram of the 23rd Inst

It is believed that the Russians are

urgently In need of coal at Port Arthur

to enable them to continue the work of

condensing, on which they mainly depend

for water.

A message of the 24th Is as follows :

—

Double rates for coal are being offered

at Liverpool (on behalf of the Russian

Government), besides a bounty of

fifteen shillings per ton to the masters

of vessels if they successfully run the

blockade at Vladivostok.

The Russian auxiliary cruisers " Peters-

burg" and "Smolensk." which were re-

cently Instructed by the Russian Govern-

ment to discontinue the molestation o'

neutral shipping, have arrived at Suez

from South African waters.

The Russian cruiser "Terek" (which

recently stopped several vessels In the

Red Sea) began coaling at Las Palmas

on the 22nd instant, but the authorities

received Instructions to prohibit the

supply of coal and stores to the vessel.

The " Terek " has now been ordered to

leave the port, but is unable to sal) owing

A later i

The " Terek " has left Las Palmas for

a destination unknown.

The "Petersburg" and "Smolensk"
have arrived at Port Said.

A message of the 25th read* :

—

Telegrams received in Paris from St.

Petersburg state that the Japanese arc

delivering a furious general assault on
! Port Arthur and are attacking the for-

tress on three sides simultaneously.

Great anxiety Is said to prevail at St.

|

Petersburg regarding tbe sitnation.

In accordance with a decision of

General Kuropatkln, General Orloif has

been recalled to St. Petersburg without

further Inquiry, and has been dismissed

from the Army.
General Kuropatkln reports that no

fighting took place (near Mukden) on
Thursday and Friday.

A message of the 2Gth states :
—

The Tsar has appointed General Grlppen-

berg. now commanding the Vilna district,

to the command of the 2nd ManchurUn
Army.
The Tsar In a letter to General Grlppen-

berg says:— "The Intense energy with
which Japan Is conducting the war and
the stubbornness and high warlike quali-

ties of the Japanese Impel me to

strengthen considerably the forces a- lb*
front In order to attain a decisive IUCCe«H
In the shortest possible time. Ow!:i : t >

the number of units It is necessary lo

divide the active forces In Manchuria into
two armies, leaving one In the hands of
General Kuropatkln and you In command
of the second. Your many years of ser-

vice, coupled with your warlike exploits,
assure me that you. following the general
directions of General Kuropatkln. will
lead successfully the army entrusted you
to the attainment of the object of the
war."

RUSSIAN SITUATION ON THE
FIELD.

OFFICIAL REPORTS OF CASUALTIES.

On the 21st Instant General Kuropatkln
telegraphed to St. Petersburg that no
change took place In the position of the
Russian army on September 20th. A
detachment of the Japanese advance
guard moved from Bentyaputze to

Kolorin. The position remained quiet In

the vicinity of the Talln defile, but the
Japanese threatened to attack the Russian
left wing.

The report goes on to say that In the
fighting on the 20th Instant already

reported. General Peterhoff captured a
number of Japanese soldiers and a
quantity of arms and ammunition. Tbe
RuBalan losses were one Captain and
three men killed, and 46 officers and men
wounded. On September 21at General

Rennenkampf's Cossack forces lost two
officers and nine men killed, and three

officers and 23 men wounded.

According to a Renter's telegram, the

Russian General Army Staff has pub-

lished the following detailed report of

es In the fighting at

Kru-m.—Two Generate. 54 regimental

officers, and 1.810 men.

Wot-XDEo.—Three Generals, 252 regi-

mental officers, and 10.811 men.

Left on thk Fibtd.—Five officers and
1,212 men.

Tbe returns, if they refer to the fighting

from August 25th to September 5th. are

certainly far below the estimates made In

the Japanese official reports, while It Is

stated positively In the latter reports

that the bodies of Russians left on the

to 3.100.
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Wednesday, September 28th.

fllHE division of the Russian army in

Manchuria Into two. reported by

Rcutcr. was foreshadowed by a corre-

spondent In 6U Petersburg some
weeks ago. The St. Petersburg corre-

spondent of the Echo dc Pari* then

said :.:u(. according to information ob-

tained at the best source, t lie Gene*

tal BUS was preparing in concert

with L...t eror au«i Ue principal im-

perial oCi eUli a modification in the

eupr. II M c^iuaand of the army in Man-
ehur.... Genera) Kuropatkln still, he

said, oajoj a the confidence of t he Em-
peror a* woll as that of the army. But

the extremities of his constantly iru read-

ing fures are encamped at great dis-

tUCM from headquarters. On the other

hand, the motility of the Japanese and

their division into tnrce armies have con-

vinced the War Office of the necessity of

creating two Russian armies In the Far

East under absolutely independent Com-
manders. General Kuropatkln and the

new Commander-in-Chief of the Second

Army will be under the immediate

Authority of Admiral Alcxeleff, whose

position, said the correspondent. Is still

unaffected, and whose partisans enjoy

undiminished prestige with the Emperor.

from
by a

They were
and two men.

General Haaegawa, who returned from
the front after the fighting at Liaoyang,

has been appointed Commander of the

Japanese army in Korea, and Major-

General Ochlai. who also returns from the

front, has been appointed Chlef-of-Staff

of the army in Korea.

in a letter to a friend at Tokyo Lieute-

nant-General Matsumura, In command of

an army division, portrays his own
narrow escapes in recent battles by the

follow ing reference to his mounts :
—

" My
dear old charger was killed by fragments

of a shell ; I obtained a substitute which

was also killed, and I am now experienc-

ing difficulties in finding

prisoners who are to be

detained at Fukuchiyama. wh.?re a new

of detenlion has been established,

through Kobe on Monday morning

It is reported from Chefoo that the

Admiral in command of the British

squadron on the China Station received

a telegram on the 25th inst. stating that

the Japanese had capture ! the Kuropatkln

and ill other forts at Port Arthur.

Similar news Is said to have been received

by the Russians at Chefoo. The Kuro-

patkln fort or Eagles' Nest was specially

built with the object of protecting the

source of the water supply at Port Arthur.

That and the six other forts, the report*
state, were captured l,y the Japanese at
noon on the 20th instant as the result of
an attack which commenced on the
previous day. The source of the water
supply fell into the hands of the Japanese
on the 21st.

The Russians at Mukden have
structed several new bridges over the

River Hun on both sides of the railway

bridge—four above in the vicinity of

Koryuho and three below. At the foot of

every bridge forts are being constructed.

A number of tents are seen In the vicinity

of the Shalln and Boahln Stations, and
large quantities of ammunition ar

sent down from the North.

A Berlin telegram of the 2f.th instant

reads :
—

Genera! Grlppenberg has liven appointed

Commander of the 2nd Manctiurlan Army.
The Tsar's i'kase orders that the Army

in Manchuria be considerably increased

In order that It may be able to quickly

achieve success in the field. In conse-

quence a second Army has been formed,

and Genera] Grlpenberg, who comes from

the Vllna district, has been placed In

command with orders to co-operate with

General Kuropatkln.

The railway round Lake Baikal has

Thnradftfi. Septemher 20//*.

fllHE latest reports of events at the front

come from the Russian side. Router
reports that Generals Kuropatkln and
Grlppenberg will hold equal rank and be

under the direction of Viceroy Alexeteff.

who in turn, it is presumed, is directed by
the General Staff in war matters. This

arrangement Tears the impress of

political engineering rather than a
desire to ptaco the responsible work in

the hands of practical men, and it bears

some resemblance ta the early bungling

of the British commands in South Africa.

There are no reports from Marshal

Oyama. but. according to General Kuro-

patkln, the Japanese are now endeavour-

ing to erred a turning movement near

Mukden.

' in the 27th tnsl ml two Russian

Lieutenants captured at Port Arthur and

12 men taken prisoner at Liaoyang. with

five quick-firing guns which fell Into the

hands of the Japanese, arrived at MoJI.

A Japanese gun. smashed by a Russian

shell, together with the shell Itself, arrived

by the name steamer. The gun and

shell arc Intended for presentation to the

Emperor.

A naval officer's sword aqd other of

his effects were landed at Saaeho on

Friday last. The story connected with

these illustrate the perils that attend, the

fleet in the execution of duty outside Port

!
Arthur. On the night of the 13th Inst.,

Lieutenant Kawanaml. who commanded
the Bcoutlng operations, approached very

close to the harbour entrance In a steam-

launch. He was about to withdraw after

having done his work when the forts on
Electric and Laoti Hills concentrated

their fire on the boat. Other batteries

also fired, and one of the shells rtruck

the launch. Since then net a vr-t:gc of

' the Lieutenant has been seen. He was

blown to pieces.

The Governor of Hongkong has given

hl» assent. In the name and on behair of

King Edward, to an Ordinance passed by

the Legislative Council to regulate the

internment of refugees belonging to the

Russian and Japanese forces. Regulations

have also been made by the Governor in

OoUDClt, under Section 4 of the Ordinance,

providing that the officers and men
belonging to the Russian torpefo-boat

destroyer " Burnt " (lately stranded on
the coast of China) shall be interned at

a camp estiblLshed for the purpose in the

King's Park at Kowloon ; and that any
refugee combatant Interned under the

Ordinance shall be subject to military law.

and particularly to the provisions, bo

far as applicable, of Part I. of the Army
Act. 1181. as from time to time amended.

A correspondent of a German paper

gives a vivid account of the fighting at

Liaoyang. which contains details hitherto

unpublished. Whether the account is

highly coloured in some places It Is of

course Impossible for ub to say. but we
happen to know from an authentic source

that the reference to the fight in the

covered trench and the final surrender of
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A Model Ruuian Fort in a Valley at the foot of Shoeampo.
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the Russians la correct. The
dent says :

—
Kuropatkin's main position

escent-ahaped line of fortifica-

tions along the gently undulating hills

west and south of Uaoyang. stretching

oTer seven miles from flank to flank. They

consisted of chains of redoubts, which

were very skilfully constructed, also of

some miniature fortresses. One of the

latter was callod " Little Port Arthur

"

owing to its supposed impregnability.

The works were protected against the

Japanese attack by wire entanglements

and deep pits with Impalements. The

attempts of the second Japanese army

to storm these fortifications entailed

fearful losses to the Japanese. The Rus-

sian* had destroyed the grain crops along

the whole length of their front. Con-

sequently there was no cover for the

assaulting infantry. The attacking

sections of the Japanese infantry had to

advance over a real glacis, Here the

losses were terribly heavy, whole com-

panies being mown down by the Russian

fire. In the trenches there were scenes of

appalling butchery : no quarter was asked

or given. For hours a clubbed hand-to-

hand fight took place, with rifles and

bayonets. The Japanese and Russian

killed in some instances filled the

tranches, literally forming a bridge of

dead. Men who had lost their rifles

fought In the progress of the bloody melee

with their knives or with bayonets only.

Many were found locked In death's em-

brace, clutching each other's throats. The

dead of both sides were Inextricably

mangled, testifying to the relentle*s

ferocity of the fight. Seven Russians

fought, after the main body had retired,

tor fifteen hours in a covered trench, but

ultimately surrendered. The heroism on

both sides was unparalleled. The Japan-

ese were too exhausted to press the Rus-

A resume of some of the features of the

battle of Liaoyang is made by a St.

Petersburg correspondent. The battle, he

aavs. which began with the Japaneso

advance on August 24th. the day of the

christening of the Tsar s son, and con-

cluded Saturday. September 3rd, with

the retreat of General Kurupatkln. is

believed to have been the longest and

the bloodiest of history. " Numerous

mcidents in the fighting upset the theory

STolved by experiences In the Bner war

that a modern battle must necessarily be

fought at long range. Both sides re-

peatedly came to hand-to-hand encounters

in bayonet charges, and the men of both

sides were oft?n so near each other that

they could distinguish features and hear

words of comment. In one Instance they

were MfmUl only by the width of the

railway, and actually threw stone* at each

other. The mad heroism of the Japanese

ami t^e stul l crn tenaeity of the Russians

has not been paralleled anywhere, save

tn some desperite encounters of the

Airerlran Civil War. Correspondents state

tha' «" eral of the bayonet attacks made

by the Jana^ene throughout tho battle

have been forced by tho depletion of am-

munition, of which
such extravagant

Japanese came oi

with hopes of finishing the attack with

cold steel, but It was proved at their own
cost that such attack could not be driven

home in the face of the Ore of breech-

loading guns. The Russian artillerymen

suffered terribly In the prolonged fight lug

south of the Tattze Hlver. One battery

lost forty men killed and the remainder

nt It wire wounded, and when a freah

lattery was brought up into position the

survivors protested with tears at being

removed, begging to be allowed to die

boside their own guns. The work of the

Red Cross, which throughout the war has

been devoted on both sides, proved almost

as dangerous to nurses and doctors as has

the work of the combatants. Many
1 carers and their assistants have been

iili'd or wounded in attending to injured

under Are. A Sister of Mercy was killed

and a surgeon wounded in the final

MMtjItl on Uaoyang. Telegraph opera-

tors and correspondents have suffered

severely. Two correspondents of tho

Associated Press have been shot, and one

has been decorated Tor bravery, During

the ten days' fighting the condition of the

soldiers of both armies has been pitiable.

Many of the Japinese prisoners were

starving and almost naked when raptured,

which speaks volumes for Japanese

|
endurance." It Is wonderful, concludes

the correspondent, that the commissary

arrangements made It possible to continue

I

to supply the men during such a con-

tinuous battle. The Russians were better

fed. being nearer their own base, but the

terrible strain of the continuous fighting

caused some of them to fall asleep in the

midst of a cannonade and even on the

firing line.

«
* •

A correspondent of the Temps graphic-

ally describes the panic which occurred

a- Uaoyang when It became known that

the town was to be abandoned. The

correspondent says :

" A crowd of people rushed towards the

depot. I was standing In the refresh-

ment room of the station when three

Japanese shells burst in succession about

ir.o feet away. Many persons were killed

and a Sister of Charity was wounded

The people were terrified and fled, leav-

ing their baggage, whereupon the Chln-

tsc ptundered the trunks and valises and

the Cossacks grabbed the stork of rhanv

pttgne in tho refreshment room. Mlli-

tnry trains continued tn leave the depot

regularly. I left at 2 o'clock for Yental,

where a batt> with Oneral Knroki had

already begun. A Russian officer who

held back the first Japanese assault on

Uaoyang told me that ho never saw such

fury. The Japanese hurled themselves

Is masse* against the barbed-wire de-

fences anil fell into trap ditches, but they

continued their steady advance. At

Yental General Kuropatkln has the dis-

advantage of being on a plain, while

Kuroki has the advantage of having posi-

tions on the create of neighbouring hills."

A St. Petersburg of the 4th

nenkampf, Gerngross. and Fock have been
promoted to Lieutenants-General for dis-

tinguished services in face of the enemy,

Llnevitch baa

of infantry for

services. The Emperor has
conferred upon Major-General Mist henko
a gold-mounted sword set with brilliants

inscribed " For bravery in repelling the

Japanese attacks of July 23rd. 26th. and
27th."

The recall and dismissal of Major-Gene-

ral Orloff from the Russian army, re-

cently reported by Reuter. was doubtlead

due to that officer's serious reverse at

Yental. General Kuropatkln telegraphed

that his only serious lossc

to Major-General Orloffs

which was guarding the left flank at

Yentai. This force consisted of mixed

European detachments and was suddenly

attacked by Japanese Infantry and artil-

lery concealed in the tall Chinese corn

and grass. The Russians seem to hava

lost their heads and to have retreated

precipitately. The Japanese inflicted

great slaughter, one of General Orloff s

leglments losing 1,500 men.

•
• •

The narrow escape of General SLakel-

berg In the recent fighting on the Taltze

River was due to the Inability, it was
supposed, of the Japanese to follow up

their success. For some time In St
Petersburg it was thought that Itiron

Stakelberg had met disaster and had been

cut off with 25,000 men. General Kuro-

patkln had ordered a general retreat.

" The retreat Is the logical consequence

of the Russian plan of leading on and

tiring out the Japanese at the successive

stations of the road northward, thus plac-

ing their foe at the constantly growing

disadvantage of lengthening lines of com-

The success of this plan

by a blunder of General

Stakelberg. wbp, in the words of General

Kuropatkln. ' insisted on placing his own
Interpretation on orders Instead of fulfill-

ing them.' General Stakelberg err-.-! in

falling to cross the Taitze River when

Oeneral Kuropatkln desired thai the

whole army should retreat to its northern

bank." General Stakelb.-rg's cummand

consisted of the Finrt Siberian Army

Corps, comprising the First. Second ami

Sixth Rifle Divisions, the lUsurl fos-iack

Brigade, the First Siberian Arlillcy Bri-

gade and a sapper battalion. It was

at firs- feared In St. Petersburg that this

force was lost.

A St. Petersburg correspondent says the

Vieflomosti of the 2nd Inst. puMMtca an

account of the awful, needless suffering

<

ol the Russian sick and wounded, which,

though a Russian Jmirnal d.ire net say

so. are due, the correspondent state*, to

the fact that a greater portion of the

money which should have been s;i:'nt in

equipping hospitals has been the spoil

of Grand Dukes, notably Grand Duke

Vladimir, father of Boris. The ViedOmOltl

draws a painful picture of the horrible

d account of a lark

e
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of ordinary necessities. One hospital

which was almost entirely without sugar,

milk. anJ lamp oil. ami absolutely with-

out soap and dairy products, was obliged

to take in whole waggon-loads of the late

Count Keller's wounded beyond what it

could accommodate and feed. The

wounded and sick are Invariably brought

in clad In their shirt* only. When they

recover the hospital* are without gar-

ments to re-clothe them. The unfor-

tunates arrive at the hospital In shocking

condition. The Vicdomotti. continuing,

says :
—

" Railroad care are not provided even

with a litter for the miserable inmates.

M a soldier Furiously wounded Is laid

down on the bare boards. There are no

sanitary anangements even of the most

primitive character. When It Is remem-

bered thai the majority of those invalided

from the front are suffering from dysen-

tery, the condition In which they arrive

at the hospital after several days on the

train may be Imagined.

"The work of placing the wounded in

car* Is characterised as without any

system. The very seriously wounded and

dying are not given the best places ; all

are thrown in heller-skelter—here a man

terribly mutilated and hard by another

in dying condition, lying helpless on the

bare plank*. Telegrams between the hos-

pital and military authorities arc seldom

received in time, and often not at all.

Tims Generals are unaware of the hos-

pitals' inability to receive wounded, and

the hospitals are not warmed of their dis-

patch from the front and are not ready

to receive them."

(lag, carries no gun, or muni-
tions of war.

A Berlin telegram of the 27lh stales :—
One thousand Japanese refuge'*' from

Siberia will arrive at Brenn'r!ia<<n on
October 5th on their way home
The German Government has granted

the refuget-s all facilities In the way of

passport* and exemption from duties, ftc„

and ha* arranged their transport to Jap.ii.

by the steamers of the No.-iMeutsdiu'

Lloyd.

The Baltic Fleet will not rail at Kle!

on Its way to the Far East, as there is

no reason for so doing, seeing ihal il wli:

not be allowed to pass the German Ball".'

Canal.

TREATMENT OF JAPANESE
PKISONEKS.

A Renter's dated the 26th Inst.

General Kuropatkln telegraphs that

the Japanese are preparing to execute an

extensive turning movement to the east

of Mukden. Several attempts made ty

the Japanese to capture the Kaotuling

Pass, north east of Benlaputze. have been

rep ilsed.

It now appears that Generals Kuropat-

kln and Grlppenberg are to be placed on

an equal footing, both

Viceroy Alexeleff.

A message of tho following day Is a«

follows :
—

The Russian cruiser "Terek" has ar-

rived at Lisbon from Las Palmas.

The Madrid F.tpana states that the

treatment accorded the vessel at Las

Palmas ( In the refusal of coal and sup-

plies* is due to the fact that the British

Ambassador at Madrid seml-offlclally gave

the Spanish Government to understand

that Great Britain would protest against

the utilisation of Spanish territory as a

base for harassing British commerce.

The work of coaling the vessel, which had

already begun, waa then ordered to he

stopped.

The Russian Volunteer Fleet steamer

" Nijpi Novgorod ' has passed the Dar-

danelles en route for Candla and Port

Said, where she has orders to await In-

structions. The

The Kukumin complains of the treat-

ment of the Japanese prisoner* by the

Russian authorities, and declares that

whereas the Japanese Government sees

to the comfort and the security of the

Russian prisoners In every respect as far

as the law allows, the treatment of the

Japanese by the Russian authorities la to

the extent of merely superficially fulfilling

their obligations. The Tokyo Journal

says the Japanese Government has re-

peatedly but without success applied to

the Russian Government for Information I

regarding Major Togo, who was captured

In Korea Immediately the war broke out,

and applications have been made In vain

for Information about the Japanese

prisoners at Port Arthur. The Russian

silence leads to a suspicion that the

treatment of the Japanese prisoners In

Russia Is not what It ought to be. There

Is In fact evidence to show that the Rus-

sian Prisoners' Intelligence Bureau has

struck out from the letters sent by the 1

prisoners In their hands all passages

which referred to their treatment-

BRITISH GENERALS ON THE
YALU BATTLE.

COMPARISON BETWEEN RUSSIAN
AND BOER TACTICS.

late In the day there has

public an Interesting report or

the battle on the banks of the Yalu on

April 30th and May last, made to the

British War Office by Lleutenant-General

Sir Ian Hamilton, In which some com-

parisons are made between the Russian

position and that of the Boers at Colenso

four years ago. The General aaya In

part :
—

I have spent the best part of two days

on the battlefield, and have never peen a

Mronger petition than that from Chullen-

cheng to Chokadc, supposing always that

It was to be held a rontramt. If not to

be so held. It had the disadvantage that It

was a hard line to get away from, the

lateral c3mmunlcatlons being difficult,

and there being only one road available

for retreat. If. then, a retreat waa in the

have b»en thought out in all its details

and have bvgun in good time In this

connection, it Is piohablc that If, say,

2.11'N) liner* had held the line in question
•hey would have inflicted upon the

Ji;;inp."' Army con* Mcrnbly gieater loss

than they would suffer, and would have
got away tbems»lves with the loss of a
few waggons and at the most M« men.
This Is not to minimis* the enterprise.

<ourac?. endurance, and mobility of
Japanese troops, Vit rather to show that

the Russians, though courageous, must
have been flow, stupid, and ve-y bally
handled, as well as probab'y overconfi-

dent on the occasion.

To my mind, the Russian pndtlcn bore

the name resemblance to the B-".cr posi-

tion at Colenso. There was the same flat

plain from which the steep hills rose

.thri'ptly, the same dlfflrult river to cross

in face of fire fron. the h .lis. and the

fame absence of cover of any desi rip: Ion,

only >n the rase of the Yatti nil tl,<fe

IMJlnls were accentuated ; the river was
Hroader and swifter, whilst tho ground
over which th» enemy must advaii -r was
so flat that there did not exist an undula-

tion which could have given cover to a

mouse at 2.900 yards in front of the Rus-

sian position, The Japanese claim that

the Artillery was so deadly that the Rus-

sians could not hold their heads up.

There may ha^e been something In this,

because (I) Hey had a numerous Artil-

lery, well posted and well handled ; (2)

the Russian trenches were a very con-

spicuous mark, differing in that respect

wt laly from the British or Boor trenches

In South Africa; (3) they had no sort

of head cover In the shai* of loop-hoVs.

Still having seen the ground. I cannot

accept that suggestion as affording *
sufficient expluna'lon unless to it '.»

added (a) that the Russians did not

mean to fight to the last, and were

steadily dwindling In numbers from the

commencement of the attack ; (b) that

the Russians shol very badly.

As regards ihe capture of the guns.

Briefly It appears that whilst the rear-

guard (to whose assistance two battalions

of the reserve from Antung had gone)

were retiring down a narrow valley. 500

to 8U0 yards, anil with sleep hills of 800

to 100 feet on either side, their exit north-

wards was blocked by the 2tth Regiment

of the 12th Division. At this moment
the Japanese 4th Regiment of the Guards

appeared on the top of the hills lo iiielr

Immediate right flank at 500 to MO yards

distance, whilst tho 3'Hh Regimeit of the

2nd Division opened fire at 1.2O0 yards

to their south recr. The position was

absolutely hopeless, but with courage

which compels admiration the Russians

formed up In a ring at the bottom of ihe

hill and made a gallant fight lor some
time. The only observation I will make
on this at the present time i» that I

cannot understand any educated officer

taking guns through a defile such as I

have described without sending some

companies to crown the hill to thl East.

Had this been done, a few hundred yards

would have brought the rearguard out

of the defile, and it Is. at least, possible

that they might have cut their way
the 24th Regiment of :be 12th
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Division, which by this peilod must have
been considerably exhausted.

I cannot better illustrate the difference
between Russian an.! Hoer tactld than
by saying that If Botha had been handed
over the Russian position, with Its ad-
mirably constructed entrenchments, he
would not have put any number of men
into these. He would have left them to

<Jraw the enemy -

s fire, and would have
concealed his men in numerous rifle-pits

in other parts of the slopes or at the
!>aso of the hills, The Russians) appear
to have no idea of these small deceptions,

which are. nevertheless, so Invaluable
to troops. On the contrary, the Japanese
are fully alive to such methods. They
thoroughly realise that war is a reversion

in part, at least, to primitive methods.

As an instance I may mention the road

along which their Army descended from
the high ground along the South to oc-

cupy WUu. It was a winding road, ex-

posed In spots to the observation of the

from across the river. At all thes>

a close avenue of fir trees was
Into the ground with great labour,

preventing battalions and batteries

from being counted as they came down
the hill. In many other respects. I havp
noted their clever artifices.

Llentenant-Gcneral Sir W. G. Nichol-
son makes a number of comments on
General Hamilton's report. Referring to

Sir Ian's remarkB comparing the Russian
tactics with those employed by the Boers
in the last South African war General
Nicholson says :

—
(a.) General Sir Ian Hamilton com-

pares the Russian position to that of the

Boers at Colenso, but there was, I think,

one Important difference, At Colenso,

the British troops, on approaching the

river which It was their Intention io

cross, came under the effective rifle fire

of the Boers, whose presence In force
and whose different dispositions had
not previously been ascertained, who had
«o entrenched their position that our
Artillery fire caused these but little loss

or damage. So effective wu the rifle fire

of the Boers, and so short the Intervening
distance, that this fire silenced our Artil-

lery Bre and prevented the guns frost

being withdrawn. On the other hand,
the Russian entrenchments north of the

Talu were not within effective rifle range
of the river, and the Japanese disposi-

tions were such that, after an Artillery

'ncagement during the previous day, two
of their Divisions, the Second and the
Guards, were able to cross the stream
unopposed and entrench themselves on
the north bank during the night, belnf
followed in the early morning of May 1st

by the 3rd Division. Thus the Japanese
before they began the actual attack on
the Russian position had effected the

sing of the river, and

themselves within about 2.000 yards of

their opponents
; whereas at Colenso the

task attempted was to cross a river in

broad daylight under the effective rifle

Are of a well concealed and protected
enemy.

<b.) It Is stated that the Japanese
claim their Artillery Are to have been so

deadly that tho Russians could not hold
their heads up. This may have been the
case, but it would be Instructive to know
what proportion of the casualties on each
side was due to shrapnel and what to

bullets. Colonel Hume remarks that the
Russian casualties from Artillery fire are
not reported to be very numerous. It

j

Is true that out of 28 Held guns captured

j

only six are reported serviceable ; but it

j

Is understood that 22 unserviceable ones
were rendered so by the Russians pur-

posely having destroyed the breech blocks.

If this be so. It may be concluded that

the Russian puns, carriages, and limber*
were not injured to any great extent by
the JapanSM Artillery fire, and that the

effect of that fire v. as rather more than
material. This accords with our ex-

perience in South Africa.

(c.) It will be noted that the Japanese
attack formation for Infantry Is stated

to have been under two paces Interva'

from man to man. It would appear,

therefore, that the Japanese concur with
the Continental Powers In believing that

a closer formation than that which w?
adopted in South Africa is essential to

proper cohesion and due momentum to

Ihe point of impact. The losses may pos-

sibly be heavier, but the result Is likely

to bo more decisive.

((f ) Sir Ian Hamilton Is of opinion that

the Russians did not intend to fight to

the last, and were dwindling In numbers
steadily from the beginning of the action.

Me also says that. " If retreat was on the

programme, it was essential that it

should have been begun In good time."

My Impression Is that the Russians be-

lieved that they would hold their own.
favoured as they were by the nature of

the ground and the time available for

strengthening their position. That they
did not prepare for the alternative of

defeat was a fault on the part of the

Commander, and showed that he under-
rated the tactical skill and fighting quali-

ties of the Japanese troops. Such errors

of judgement are not uncommon. As re-

gards guns being captured in a retreat

owing to the want of ordinary precau-

tions, It must be remembered that, even
with seasoned soldiers, a good deal of

confusion

tended a

was exemplified at the

other affairs In South Africa.

(e.) As regards the postscript in Sir

Ian Hamilton's report. I would observe
that the tact ascribed to

might be effective enough under certain

conditions, but can hardly be accepted as
being generally applicable. In the South
Africa War the Boers were operating as
a rule in friendly country, which they
knew thoroughly. They were much more
mobile than the British troops, greater
adepts at taking cover and belter shot.,.

In the vicinity of the Valu It may be as-

sumed that the Inhabitants of the
country were neutral-lf anything, rather
inclined to favour the Japanese. That
the Japanese were Intimately acquainted
with the ground, having fought on tho
same ground In the war with China ;

thai the mobility of the two forces was
unequal, and that the Japanese were
probably better marksmen than the Rus-
sians. U, for the purpose of mlstc-iding

the enemy, you entrench a position pro-

portionate In extent to the number of
your troops, and then, holding It very
weakly, posting the larger portion of
your forces In concealed positions some
distance away on the flanks, you run the

risk, supposing the enemy to penetrate

your design and to be enterprising and
resolute, of his promptly attacking ami
capturing your main position and thus
(tilting your lines of communication and
retreat. I say some distance away on the

flanks because Colonel Hume states that

the Japanese Second and Guards Divisions

entrenched in the open within about 2(h1

yards of the Russian position, while
General Hamilton describes the Interven-

ing space as being flat.

In the present Instance Sir Ian Hamil-
ton has carefully examined the ground,
and his criticism of the Russian tactics

carries great weight. Still It seems only
fair to point out that there Is something
to be said on the other side, and that the
tactics which, in his opinion. General
Botha would have adopted might pos-

sibly have proved equally unsuccessful.

PRIZE COURT DECISIONS.

HKAVY LOSS TO CHINB8E.

A portion of the cargoes of the steamers
" Helping " and " Pelplng," belonging to

the Kalping Colliery Company, which
were recently captured by the " Hong-
kong-roaru," have been declared con-
traband by the Saseho Prize Court and
confiscated. Many of the owners of these
goods have sent in petitions for the

of their cargoes. Mr. Sakural.

of Kobe, has been retained by

who are the owners of

dollars valued at $300,000. which
were carried by the two steamers, and
which have been decided a lawful prize

by the Court. Mr. Sakural la now at

Saseho conducting these cases.
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Fritlay, September 20tk

milE Asahi correspondent with the First
1 Army Corp* walled on General Wata-
nabe at bis quarters on the 8th Instant and

was successful in obtaining an interview.

After a few openlug references to the

battle of Liaoyang, General Watanabe

referred to the particular hardships af

the troops OlnVers and men, he said,

were unable to take any real rest or

refreshment for a fortnight. During that

time they had had to contend with rain,

hills, and rivers, besides the enemy, yet

they had successfully carried out their

plans and succeeded in occupying

LiaoyanK- " This success of our Army,"

observed the officer. " i« due to a spirit

of the sort peculiar to the Japanese. There

H no denying that firearms and other

macninery are requisite to an army, but

I am convinced that the mental training

of officers and men is still more necessary.

If the spirit of an army Is virile and

determined no number of the enemy need

lie feared."

• •

While Insisting that Marshal Oyama
misse l his main object at Liaoyang, most

of the Russian papers do not disguise

their profound disappointment over the

result of the recent battle. The Kustky

Invalid, organ of the army, however. Is

of the opinion that General Kuropatkin

both strategically and technically got

everything possible out of Liaoyang. Thl«

Journal says :—
" li enahled him to cope with an army

much superior to the Russians. Field-

Marshal Oyama was compelled t0 (rule

several tens of thousands of men to «|.-

ture a position which la of no Importance

now that Kuropatkln has left. It Is evi-

dent that Oyama's plans miscarried since

he failed to sorround and Inflict a deci-

sive blow on the Russian army."

The other view presented by the Hum
Is as follows :

—
" The evacuation of Liaoyang has not

only military but political significance. It

is no use concealing the fact that the eva-

cuation of Liaoyang was a surprise for

the Russians. Everybody was led to

believe that the hour had arrived for a

decisive struggle. It was thus we Inter-

pret Kuropatkln'a telegram saying the

men were thirsting for an opportunity to

meet the foe. Dashing our hopes means

a prolongation of the campaign. The

moment for taking the offensive Is now

Indefinitely passed. This will Inevitably

influence the fate of Port Arthur anil

the further development of the Japanese

operations.

"The evacuation of Liaoyang will have

an effort upon China, which already Is

In a state of nervous tension under the

Influence of Japanese agitation. The

Japanese, of course, will do their best to

restore Mukden to China, and China must

foot the bill. We cannot deceive our-

selves any longer with the Idea that by

retreatlng Into tha heart of Manchuria

we are gaining time and adding to our
forces, whereas the Japanese are lengthen-

ing their line of communication and

therefore losing strength. Our Ideas of

the military strenpth of the Japanese

were far from correct. It is now known
that they can increase their forces a.;

well as we can. We fully believe In our
ultimate success, but It Is idle to blink

at facts. We shall have to make heavy
sacrifices in order to protect the vital

Interests of the empire."

• •

A delayed dispatch to the St. Peters-

burg Official ilesaengcr from Liaoyang.
under date of August 31st, gives some
details of the threo days' fighting from
August 29th. The correspondent states

that he was with a battery on Koulack
Hill, to the left of the railway lino, at

dawn on Monday when the Japanese
guns opened.

It was. he continues, a simultaneous
salute by hundreds of cannons and during
the first hour the firing was simply ter-

rific. We were under a perfect rain of

shrapnel, bullets and splinters of shells.

The Japanese did not know the country
or the location of our defences, so thoy
constantly shifted their batteries, trying

to search out our positions.

It was in the course of these man-
oeuvres that Koulack had become an object

of Interest to the Japanese artillerymen.

The sight was a beautiful, but terrifying

one. Although we were well masked and
tolerably protected, the sides of our hill

were rent and torn by bureting shells :

dirt, dust and rocks filled the air ; sand
and smoke hung like a golden halo over-

head. We watched the shells fall upon
the ruinB of the thousand-year-old watch

tower, where they completed the ravages

of the centuries.

The Japanese got our range and tried

to enfilade us from a village on the right.

Here we had the advantage In knowing
the range, and simply smothered them

with shells. Consequently the Japanese

withdrew hurriedly. A second attempt

to enfilade us was made at 10 o'clock In

the morning, but again It failed. We
swept the Chinese cornfields, whence the

fire came, and turned out the Japanese

gunners like a nest of angry wasps. Our

rifle brigade held the village of Maietung

against the rolling waves of Japanese In-

fantry thrown out against the position

tlmo and again until our reserves swept

down and cleared the front at the point

of the bayonet.

The roar of the fight was not stopped

by datkness. The scene became Infinitely

more beautiful as the hills were lighted

by tbc glare from the flame-spitting bat-

teries which had been scarcely visible in

the daylight. Each of the thousands of

shells became a pyrotechnic spectacle

while lines of fire racked and quivered

back and forth where the infantry was

holding our trenches against the creeping

Japanese columns. The latter had almost

reached the trenches of the Twenty-fourth

Regiment, aided by the darkness. The
men who were at supper dropped their
soup and black bread, turnel quickly and
drove off the Japan* •• wiih Ihelr bayo-
nets. Then they returned to their sorely
needed meal. The lighting on Tuesday
was heavy on the right ilank. A spy.
captured while attempting to pass the
lines, said the Japanese Imperial Guard
Division suffered terribly.

Describing the narrow roadstead in the
Elliott Islands which has been used as

a base by the Japanese fleet for the

operations at Port Arthur, the corre-

spondent of the Daily Telegraph says :
—

On the northern side Is a promontory of

the long narrow island of Da Chan Shan
Tan. while the south is protected by the

island or San Chan Shan Tan. One strait

has been called by the Russians, with

unconscious irony. " Sea Lion Strait."

The whole position is ideal for a naval

base during time of war. Within GO miles

of Port Arthur. It Is guarded north, south,

east, and west by a maze of island

ramparts, access to which can only be

obtained through certain known channels

of narrow straits. All the nations except

the Japanese have failed In the past to

obtain accurate charts and maps of tha

groupB. . The English records actually

omit several large Islands, while the

Russian surveys mark land where water

exists. Here for six months Admiral

Togo made his secret headquarters. Oc-

casionally the wireless instruments from

the outposts at Port Arthur signalled

" Russian fleet about to leave harbour."

and Inside four hours lines of Japanese

battleships and cruisers arrived at the

scene awaiting the advent of an enemy.

A Reuters telegram dated London, the

[ 27th instant, reads :
—

The story published by the Madrid

Etpana (that the treatment accorded the

I Russian cruiser "Terek" at Las Palmas

In the refusal of coal and suppllm was

due to the fact that the British Ambas

sador at Madrid semiofficially gave the

Spanish Government to understand that

Great Britain would protest apatnst tho

utilisation of Spanish territory as a base

for harassing British commerce) Is offi-

cially denied In London.

>

Another message dated the 29th Is as

I follows :
—

Rcuter's Mukden correspond-nt wlre.5

that cavalry outposts report a bis Japan

ese movement westward, threatening tho

railway. There is no change In the east

ward position.

'Ihe Russian Volunteer Flee- steamer

"Nljnl Novgorod." which has passed the

Dardanelles under the commercial (las.

has on board one thousand troops, a

portion of whom are reliefs for the gar-
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rlaon at Crete. The vessel 1b to await

further Instructions at Port Said.

The German steamerB laden with coal

are at Tcneriffe awaiting Instructions.

Admiral Rohjestvcnsky (Commander of

the Baltic Fleet) is 111.

PRISONERS OF WAR AT
FUKUCHIYAMA.

Seventy of the Russians taken prisoner

•t Liaoyang arrived at Fukuchlyama on
Wednesday afternoon. The station was
crowded with curious spectators who
watched the prisoners as they were

marched away. There are now 9.1 Rus-

sians at Fukuchlyama, and twelve more
were expected yesterday.

GENERAL STAKELBERG'S

CORPS AT LIAOYANG.

A CORRESPONDENTS LAST

DISPATCH.

The foIlowInK message describing the

earlier events of the Japanese attack on

General Stakelberg's Corps south west of

Liaoyang on August 30th, was written on

the battlefield by M. Klrlloff. a Russian

correspondent of the Associated Press,

who In the same action was shot throuKh

the lungs :
—

" This morning around Liaoyang guns

thundered unceasingly. The heights

forming a seml-clrrle around the city

wore dotted with jets of flame and little

black and white clouds. The spectacle

was clearly visible from the water tower

of Liaoyang. The Russian Left alone was

not encaged.

"At 7 a.m. the correspondent rode to the

Russian centre, where the Japanese were

concentrating in an attempt to break

through, and climbed the neighbouring

heights, following a detachment sent to

relieve the skirmishers who bad been

covering the battery commanded hy Poko-

1110(1. one of the heroes of Chullenrheng.

The Japanese, according to custom, were

shelling places where they believed the

Russian reserves were located. Before

the correspondent could reach the battery

he had to cross a danger zone of 130

yards, projectiles falling and bursting on

It until the very ground seemed to quiver

with wrath.
" There was a touching scene when the

skirmishers were reached. A Russian
soldier met a brother whom he had last

seen In their native village. There were
joyous greetings and a quick exchange of

news from home. Then each went his

way and settled down to the work of

firing, coolly and deliberately. The
Japanese flre was spasmodic. Their
bullets sang like birds as they sped over-

head, and the Russians cracked Jokes

about it.

"Two hours later the correspondent

reached the battery and found that Poko-
tllolT and another officer. CostrofT. had

1 been killed. Out of sixty gunners rorty

were killed or wounded. Captain Tara-
soft was In charge of the battery. Fifty

yards away was a splendid looking

gunner, whose duty it was to record the

success or failure of each shot, the grim
song of death with deadly messengers

hurtling all around him, but the Russian

gunner stood erect, and utterly without

hredlng the danger to which he was ex-

posed.

" The Russian officers had not eaten

anything since the previous day. and the

correspondent shared with them what
provisions he had. The taste of food

caused them to realise the intensity of

1 1ioSr hunger. Prudence urged the corre-

spondent to leave the spot, hut he was
fascinated."

Here the message ended. The officer

who sent forward M. KlrllotTs last dis-

patch, wrote as follows :
—

" M. Klrlloff. who was an enthusiast in

his work, had gained universal respect

and sympathy. He was shot through the

light hint; while standing by our battery,

ami fell back suffering Intense agony, the

blood spurting from his mouth. Yet his

devotion to duty enabled him to overcome

his sufferings. He insisted upon being

placed on a horse so that he could get to

Liaoyang and flle his dispatch. It took

him five hours to cover the five and a hi'.t

miles to Liaoyang When he reached

there M Klrlloff was so exhausted and

weak from loss of blood that wo got him
iuto the hospital, although against his

protest. He asked me to complete his

message for him. I am a soldier and no

writer, but I will say that after the awful

fight to-day we are still holding our por-

tion*. Japanese bodies bestrew all in*
heights. Their losses must run Into the
tens of thousands. We havo lost 5.000

thus far. A shrapnel shell burst two
paces from General Slakelberg (who
remained for fifteen hours under lire*,

killing two officers. The General r»
slightly wounded in the lee"

THE JAPANESE SOLDIERS J
AND RELIGION.

The war correspondent of the u.aka
MfafeM, who is attached to the
Port Arthur besieging army, de-
scribing the attack on certain forts,

states that two of the regiments
which participated In the attack wcra
composed of men drawn from provinces
where the people are devoted adherents
to the Shin sect or the Hotigwanjl
doctrine. " No man." he says, " expeited
to return alive from the attack. No
man can be altogether without doubt
when at the point of death as to

his future. Where is the man who
does not hesitate to advance at the

sight of those before him being shot

down one after another ? Even the men
of the two regiments who have dis-

tinguished themselves for great courage

appeared to hesitate. At this, the officer

commanding one battalion mustered his

men in the face of a rain of flre from
machine guns and rifles, and gave the

final order. He shouted, • Advance, my
brave men. and there is paradise. Retreat,

and hell awaits you.' This was the

phrase used by the Buddhist priests to

encourage their men during the time of

Nobunaga, who waged furious war against

the priests. But the officer added. ' If

you return alive, the Order of the Golden

Kite awaits you !
1 These words of the

commander put new courage Into the men.

who appeared to believe that now was a

chance of meeting death as taught by

their creed. The men shouted, in chorus.

' Namu Amlda Butsu ! ' (the adoration of

Buddha), and the battalion then made a

determined charge, all the time shouting,

' Namu Amlda Butsu !
' ' Namu Amlda

Butsu !
' Thus they carried the forts,

despite very heavy losses. Unfortunately

Major Koba, who commanded the bat-

talion, was among those killed."

Saturday, October 1st.

\ CCOKDING to a Reuter s dispatch re

reived In Tokyo, General Sakharuff sent

the following telegram on September 29th

to the General Army Staff :—A detach-

ment of Japanese consisting of a battalion

of infantry and two troops of cavalry

commenced operations on September 25th.

The object of this activity seems to be

to reconnoitre the country between

Mandarin road and Tsmltxa. The move-

ment was checked, and the enemy

retreated with our cavalry In pursuit. No
Japanese are to be seen north of Dawan
on the left bank of the Llao River. Their

strength in the vicinity of Shanchan

appears to have been reinforced, and their

cavalry have made an appearance In the

Pooho volley.

A farewell review held at Klshlneff

on the 26th ult. of the Fourth Army Corps,

thought to be the 14th Army Division and

a local regiment. The St. Petershurg

correspondent of an English paper

learns that fifteen trains are being dis-

patched dally from St. Petersburg for the

of the Daily Hail with

General Kurokl. telegraphing on August
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27th. sent the following description of

the battle of Anplng or Talanplng :—
The Russian position was exceedingly

strong. On the left was a long line of

mountain ridges, and gradually shelving
down on the front and right were
straight steppes steeply descending for

600 feet, then bending at sharper angles

for several hundred feet. The slopes

were planted In maize, millet and pota-

toes. The movements of the Japanese
were greatly hampered by the configura-

tion of the country, the unceasing succes-

sion of mountains, which were almost
pathless, making It impossible for them
to bring forward their field guns, and
mountain artillery, therefore, was used.

After opening with shrapnel, the Japan-
ese Infantry advanced In arc-shaped for-

mation. Massing at every convenient
point of Bhelter, they soon reached the

foot of the mountain, though the angle of
the slope afforded protection. From a
hill opposite I saw the steady and per-

sistent move forward, now by twos and
threes, now In long lines, as the Japanese
crept from point to point. Then a heavy
fusilade began. The Japanese tore off

their coats In order to facilitate their

movements, thus presenting splendid

white marks to the enemy.

The gunners experienced difficulty at

first In getting the range. Soon, however,
smoke and flames showed where the op-

posing batteries were working ruin. Two
daringly ad-

on the right below the Russian
front, concealing themselves In the corn.

Their fire in the midst of the Russian
trenches caused the Russian fire momen-
tarily to waver. Then it was renewed
more vigorously than ever, but It was
the beginning of the end.

Some Japanese crept around and wrig-

gling through the corn, burst unex-

pectedly upon the trenches. There was a

bloody fight. Then, as though by magic,

white flags with blood-red centres ap-

peared all up the mountain sides. On
th-> summit stood men waving the flag

of the Rising Sun aloft and standard-

bearers were tearing up the slopes.

The Japanese now opened fire upon the

Russians descending the opposlt

while the Russian artillery

savagely upon the heights whence the

Japanese had been ousted. The Japanese

losses were very heavy. The Russian

artillery covered the retreat. Both armies

remained in touch during the afternoon.

A heavy thunderstorm ensued, during

which the artillery of our left wing at-

tacked Daldentsu. There was little

shelter that night for I he wounded and

All lay in common fellowship upon mud
drenched to the skin. The pitiless rain

continued until nearly midday, when a

thick fog arose. When the fog lifted at

3.80 o'clock in the afternoon the Russians

were observed In full retreat, pouring

towards tho bridge over the river Tang.

•

A later dispatch says the Russian army

upon the Uao-

yang plain, after fighting a rear-guard
action for nearly ten miles from Anplng.
carrying Its wounded and burying Its dead
on the way. Six guns were reported to

have been lost, but a number of Japanese
were captured, showing signs of great

fatigue and hardships. The enormou*
army seemed to fill the entire plain from
the foothills to the ancient walls. The
army was disposed In an orderly manner
through the vast fields of Chinese corn,

the soldiers singing as they went Into

camp, despite their unbroken series of

reverses, while the baggage and transport

trains caught in the muddy rivulets

attracted the cheery assistance of every-

body. Nothing apparently affectod the

heartiness of the men in the ranks. The
line of wounded men which reached the

great east gate in the evening passed

silently through the streets, as deserted

as the aisles of the catacombs. The
litter-bearers, with their solitary lanterns,

presented an impressive spectacle, awing
the Chinese, who for the first time

realised the Imminence of battle.

The cheery tone of this dispatch leads

to the suspelon that it was written chiefly

with the object of conciliating the censor.

It Is difficult to Imagine soldiers singing

under such conditions and after a series

of heavy reverses.

A Iteuter's telegram dated Landon,

September 29th. reads :

—

The eminent Russian jurist, M. de

Maartens. speaking yesterday at a con-

ference, referred to the Imperial Ukase
defining the state of things to be observed

during the war, and pointed out that

some of the declarations made at The
Hague Conference were embodied therein

as some of the Conventions drawn up at

Tho Hague were only to remain In force

for five years, which term expired in July

last, and id view of the war between

Japan and Russia had not been renewed.

The Temps states that Russia has

ordered eleven destroyers from ironworks

at Chantiers In the Mediterranean, the

vessels to be ready for delivery within

fifteen months. The same Journal also

states that the Russian Government Is

negotiating for the construction of four

cruisers of the " Bayan " type.

A Berlin message of the same date Is

as follows '—
Russia has placed an order for eleven

torpedo-boat destroyers with the Toulouse

Wharf Company.
The Nixon Wharf Co. at New York is

building torpedo-boats cither for Japan

or Russia. The construction of the boats

is such that they may be transported In

Japan as well as to Russia. The supply
of coal to Russia is being continued at
Cardiff, and Brhlsh. French. German, and
Scandinavian vessels are engaged in Its

transport.

The Kaiser, in an official announcement,
says that Germany Is much gratified at
the reception aicorded Prime Karl Anton
(who is attached to the Japanese head-
quarters in 1he field) by the Imperial
House and the officials of Japan. Con-
sequently hlR Majesty has telegraphed to
the Emperor of Japan thanking his
Majesty for the honour paid the Prince,

and has also sent a message of congratula-
tion to Prince Karl.

THE NEW RUSSIAN MILITARY"

COMMANDS.

COMMENT IN EUROPE.

The Burmelster Wharf at

has an order to build three ships for the

Russian Government at a cost of forty

million roubles.

The report circulated that the British

Government has forbidden the supply of

coal by private firms to Russia Is con-

tradicted ry the fact that large quantities

of English coal are being delivered to

The change in the plans of the St.

Petersburg General Staff, and especially

the apppointments made and rumoured,
have aroused a good deal of criticism in

Europe, as was to be expected, and the

consensus of opinion seems to be that the
position Is weakened by the change.

According to a telegram reaching the

Government. In Its Issue for the 28th ult.

the Time* reproduced a report from
VEcho tie Parit In which the St. Peters-

burg corespondent of the latter paper
alleges that serious dissension prevails In

the Imperial Council with regard to the

appointment of a Commander-in-Chief of

the Manchurlan forces. The appointment
of General Grlppenberg to the command
of the second army, continues the

spondent, Is due to the recom

of the Grand Duke Vladimir. General

Grlppenberg Is the opposite of General

Knropatkln In character and military

experience, and his appointment will be

sure to displease the latter. What will

make matters more difficult Is the pro-

posal to appoint General Dragomiloff or

the Grand Duke Nicolas Mlchaelovltch

to the supreme command. General

Dragomiloff Is to meet the Tsar at

Klshlneff on the occasion of the departure

of the Fourteenth Infantry Division for

the Far East. In army circles It Is

believed that General Dragomiloff. who Is

a bitter enemy of Kuropatkln, will be

appointed to the supreme command, but

It Is doubtful whether the General will

accept the command. The Echo tie Parit

correspondent Is Inclined to think that

the Grand Duke Nicolas will go to the

front. General Grlppenberg has appointed

General Ruski—a partisan of Dragomiloff

—as his Chief of Staff.

The Vienna correspondent of the Time*
writes that the appointment of General

Grlppenberg has evoked gTeat sympathy
with General Kuropatkln. The Ncuttfe

Tageblatt (Vienna) asks whether Grlp-

penherg has really been appointed as the

rival of Kuropatkin. and says it la

entirely due to the services of the latter

that Russia has been able to continue the

war for so long. The Vienna paper

regards the appointment of Grlppenberg

as a serious hlow to the prestige of

Kuropatkln.
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The Advance on Liaoyang.

The Enemy iu Sight. Japanese Officer, accompanied by a Chinese Guide, on the look-ont for the Enemy between

Shcwampo and Liaoyang.
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Sunday, October 2nd.

fllME Japanese attack, after an Interval of
about twenty days, has once more been

commenced upon General Kuropatkln's
forces. The Russian Commander reports
that the Japanese have assumed the
offensive along the entire cast and south
front of the Russian army. According to
the Standard s correspondent with General
Kurokl's Corps, Kuropatkln's main body
has fallen back to the north of Mukden
upon Tieling. but considerable forces of
Infantry are south of Mukden observing
the Japanese movements. The battle that is

now probably In progress will be fraught
with greater consequences for the Rus-
sians than the preceding one. Both armies
have learned lessons since the battle of
Llaoyang, and it may Le assumed without
/ear of doubt that Marshal Oyama's grand
object will be to get between Kuropatkln
and Harbin. The battle of Llaoyang
admittedly showed little strategical
superiority on the part of the Japanese
Commander, and It Is possible that the
Russians would have gained much more
but for the blunder of General Stakelberg
in not retreating across the Taltie River
when ordered, instead of giving battle and
bo delaying the Russian move northwards.
General Oyama has another chance to

force the Russians to a decisive en-

counter, but perhaps not so good a one
as the lost opportunity at Llaoyang. Be-
tween Mukden and Tieling there Is a
rango of mountains running almost
parallel with the railway on the east, and
the Russian position at Tieling (if the

maps are to be relied on) would appear
to be more secure than either at Mukden
or Llaoyang. At Tieling the Russians
have the Llao River on their right, a
strong, natural defence against any flank

attack of the Japanese loft wing, assum-
ing that the Russians make a stand there.

Kurokl on the right would cross

mountain range, about a score of

to the east of Tieling, while the

main body would follow the railway and
Tieling road. On studying this position,

it will be seen that If the Russian retreat

is to be cut off, it is difficult to say

whether the Japanese right or left wing-

will do the work. The Liao River, the

right bank of which is neutral territory,

reaches to within twenty miles of Tieling

(this according to a standard map, bu'.

the distance varies greatly) and the left

wing under General Oku would probably

be most mobile In that flat territory.

G«neral Kurokl having to contend with

most mountainous country. But specula-

tions of this nature are rendered profitless

by the unreliable character of the maps of

this district. One Japanese standard map
of large scale shows the Llao River as

some twenty or thirty miles to the west

of Tieling. while a standard large scale

map published in England gives the dis-

tance as about Ave miles. A great deal

obviously depends upon the situation of

this river near Tieling. where the Rus-

alans have had ample time to prepare for

The Russians at Mukden continue
active In constructing defence works
tnore. and a correspondent states that the
Japanese are not yet prepared to advance.
Skirmishes arc taking place. The Russian
forces appear to be concentrated to the
north-east of Mukden.

On the 27th ult. General Kuropatkin
reported that the Japanese advance
maintains Its positions in the country
east of the railway. On the 2Gth a small
detachment or Japanese advanced, but
retreated on sighting the Russian cavalry
outposts, when General Sansonoff's

column captured a number of cattle, held

by the Japanese. On the night of the 25th.

General Kuropatkin says, a detachment of

the Ural Cossacks surprised the Japanese
camp at Kwanjl. when the Japanese were
seized with panic. Patrolling scouts of

the Orenburg Cossacks ambushed about
half a troop of Japanese ea»alry on

Uth. The Japanese fl.ed. but

beaten with heavy lose and left a
number of dead on the field. The
Cossacks captured several horses.

An effective picture has been drawn by
a Russian correspondent of the condition

of the Vladivostok squadron on Its return

to port, and many fresh Incidents of the

historic light are given. The writer says

that Information of the fate of the cruiser
" Rurlk " had reached Vladivostok before

the two other Russian cruisers.
H Gromovoi " and " Rossla," appeared off

the port. The Intelligence shocked the

people of the town, and men and women
were on the look-out, watching anxiously

for the return of the two damaged vesseU
of the squadron which had escaped the

"Rurlka" fate. It was a relief when
the two ships were reported seen from a

distance. No
but i

tunate plight of the two
only too clear. The funnels and masts

were apparently Intact, but a closer ex-

amination showed that the funnels had
been perforated again and again, though

Iron plates had been rivetted over the

apertures where the Japanese shot had

penetrated. An awning was Been on the

deck or the " Gromovoi." On a chair

underneath there could

through binoculars the

wounded Commander of the ship,

chant vessels crowded around the two

cruisers. The wounded men were speedily

removed to shore, borne along on an

endless line of stretchers. The men bore

themselves as sailors should, and though

many were suffering terribly no word of

complaint was heard. Admiral Skrydloff

was awaiting the arrival of the vessels In

port, and he Immediately thanked the

officers and crew for the gallant efforts

they made. The address of the Admiral

was heartily cheered. Then the decks of

the ships

afforded a

The guns In many cases had been de-
stroyed. There were Immense breaches
In the sides of the vessel. Holes, which
appeared small at the distance, showed
on closer inspection that they were large
enough for a man to creep through easily.

Boats wero smashed, and several of the
cabins on board were completely wrecked.
Many noteworthy Incidents and endless
graphic details were given by the sur-
vivors. One wounded officer who had
died on board the ship had been placed
In a coffin to be brought back to Vladivo-
stok. Near the coffin was an Ikon of the
Saviour In a glass frame. A shell

smashed the coffin and the frame of the
image, but the glass representation of the
Saviour remained Intact. The coffin was
covered with a flag bearing the cross of
St. Andrew.

The ceremony of the burial or the dead,

which took plac* at sea at sundown after
the light, provided a most impressive
spectacle. The bodies were all sewn In

canvas. Weights were attached to the
feet, and after a i.rlef service In solemn
silence the shrouded forms were allowed
to slide down the planks Into the sea.

One shell smashed into the officers'

wardrobe and cut the uniforms hanging
there Into ribbons. The walls and ceiling

near the spot where the shell burst were
instantly killed. Another shell entered the

saloon of the " Gromovoi." Most of the

furniture In the saloon was wrecked, but

a parrot In a cage escaped unhurt. After

the engagement had been In progress for

some time the upper deck of the ship was
strewn with bodies and was slippery with

blood. The heroism of Commander
Dabltch la highly eulogised by all the

crow. He took his stand ori the upper

bridge at the commencement of the fight.

After hut wound had been treated he

again assumed command, and mounted

the bridge. Another shell immediately

burst, killing several officers, and again

wounding the Commander. Commander
Dabltch had htmseir directed the steering

or the ship, and after this shell there was

no officer to send the signals to the

The knowledge that their

id been again struck down

created a bad Impression among the crew.

In spite of this second wound. Com-
mander Dabltch. though weak In con-

sequence of the loss of blood, came on

deck and shoved himself among the men.

saying, " You see, lads, I'm all right."

The scene on board the " Rossla " was

even more terrible. The Commander was

Informed during the fight that only three

of the 20 guns were workable. He then

ordered the mining officer to prepare to

send the ship to the bottom. His coolness
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room and set Are to the woodwork of the

ship. The Are spread to the store of

id a second eight-Inch shell

right among the shells. The Are

Its way with terrible speed and

was a constant succession of ex-

plosions as the flames reached the shells.

No word can adequately describe the

scene of carnage and turmoil. Amid the

Are and smoke the blinding flashes fol-

lowed Mrh other more frequently as the

fire trrtad and fresh shells were ignited.

At !as« ramc a deafening explosion, which

*hr-w the wen aside like things of straw.

Lieut. Nicholas, who was on the upper

deck, was thrown In the air, but fell on

a heap of dead bodies, which saved him

from Injury. The Lieutenant afterwards

seize;! several shells In the neighbourhood

of the Are, at the greatest personal risk,

and threw them overboard.

A Renter's

30th reads :
—

Five German colliers left Newport and

Cardiff yesterday for Port Oppraya. It is

understood the coal is for Ihe Russian

vessels.

General Kuropatkln. wiring on the 29th

instant, reports that the Japanese have

begun the offensive along the entire east

and south front at Mukden.

A later message says :
—

The correspondent of the Ktandard with

General Kurokl's force says that General

Kuropatkln, with the main body of the

Russian army, has fallen back north of

Mukden and upon Tleling. but that a

considerable body of Infantry is still south

of Mukden apparently for the purpose of

observing

A Berlin message dated the 30th is as

follows :
—

The Tsar, attended by a large suite, has

to Libau to witness the de-

parture of the Baltic Fleet for the Far
East.

Count von Buelow (Imperial Chancel-

lor* haB declared in the course of

to take any steps with a view to

in the Far Bast.

The Figaro of Paris urges a continua-

tion of the war in the interests of Rus-

sia, and that any i financial? help neces-

sary should be given by

THE NEW MILITARY
ORDINANCES.

JAPAN*8 POWER IN MEN.

As the result of the Ordinances amend-
ing the Conscription Law just announced
Japanese who were registered as militia

on April 1st, 1898, are now counted as

belonging to the reserve.

As many readers will be aware, It Is the

duty of all Japanese males who have

attained twenty years of age to present

themselves for examination on certain

dates and places fixed each year, when
they arc subjected to examination as to

physical Atness for enrolment in the

army. Of the number who so present

themselves, only a comparatively small

portion are required in time of peace to

make up the strength of the standing

army, which yearly becomes depleted by

those who have served their three years'

term passing into private life. The largo

number of youths who pass) the examina-

tion draw lots, and of those who obtain

a favourable number and are not called

upon to enter the army a number are

reserved for Ailing vacancies, a portion of

these being trained for three months In

the year. All those who being physically

fit escaped entering the army, whether

subjected to training or not. arc counted

as militia. The men entering the army

are afterwardB drafted Into the reserve,

and eventually become included In the

militia or territorial army up to the age
of 40. The amendments to the Conscrip-

tion Law now proposed are for the

purpose of forming the whole of the

mllltla into a line of reserve. These
reserves will be called up as found neces-

sary during the progress of the war.

No regulations now exist for keeping a
record of the movements of the mllltla

and great difficulty would be experienced

by the authorities in mobilisation, on
account of the men moving from place to

place. Private Instructions, however,

have been Issued by the authorities to the

depot* of various army division* to

remedy this and effect the registration of

militiamen, as they may be required for

service at any time.

The A'okumia observes that while the

announcement of the amendments to the

Conscription Law cannot be said to be

a bolt from the blue, as It has been

generally anticipated. It forms a declara-

tion to the world of the determination of

the nation in the present war. In one

sense It may be taken as a reply to the

Tsars formation of a second army In

Manchuria. The amendments have Just

been promulgated, but w
expected. It would seem that 1

tinucs the Kokumin, seeing that It la

hopeless to continue the contest witu

Japan In quality of arms, has now decide)

to defeat her with numbers, and Japan is

compelled to accept the challenge. The
Tokyo Journal points out that young men
who now annually respond to the sum-

mons for conscription number some

250.000. and supposing that these re-

mained serviceable for military purposes

fur seventeen yearB. some 4.250.000 men
could be raised as the result of the calling

up of the mllltla. This, however, Is only

a calculation on paper, and It

probably be a difficult task to raise i

third or one-half of the number in

prartice. Nevertheless, even taking the

reduced figure, it Is evident that the

Japanese nation can reBt assured regard-

ing the future of the war.

Tuesday, October Wt.

from Tslngtau to
|

purpose or holding a review of the troops

London, dated August l!»th, says that proceeding to the Far Fast.

The Russian General Staff announces

that the assault on Port Arthur was con-

tinued from the 20th to the 2Gth ultimo,

but was everywhere repulsed.

Admiral Withoertl last signal before hi*

death was, " Remember the Emperor's

order not to return to Port Arthur."

According to a Harbin telegram.

Viceroy Alexeleff Inspected the military

hospital at Harbin at the end of last

A Reuter s

The Tsar h

of the 1st

arrived at Odessa for the

A message of the following day is as

follows :
—

The Tsar bas reviewed at Odessa 27,000

troops under orders for Manchuria.

Reuters correspondent at St

burg says the Second Manchurlan Army
(to be commanded by General Grippen-

bcrg) will consist of the Fourth, Eighth,

and Sixteenth Army Corps, the Sixth

Siberian Corps, and several brigades of

Tirailleurs.

The rumour is again prevalent that

Viceroy Alexeleff Is about to be recalled,

and the belief is widely credited that the

Grand Duke Nicholas Nicholaevltch will

ls» his successor.

The Dowager Tsaritsa and the Queen

of Greece yesterday Inspected the Baltic

Fleet at Reval.
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UNDER JAPANESE DETENTION.

The Chefoo Doily Xevot (which now
has a strong leaning towards a Russian

Tiew of things) reports that Mr. Uaeff,

a merchant of Port Arthur, who was re-

cently captured and detained by the

Japanese fleet, has arrived In Chefoo. He
was taken prisoner by a Japanese torpedo-

boat, the other members of his family

who accompanied him being allowed to

proceed to Chefoo.

" Mr. Isaeff." says our contemporary,
•' states that he was taken to the Japan-

ese flagship ' Mlkasa,' blindfolded, and

was there put Into confinement until ex-

amination by an Admiral, who, he says,

was not Togo. He was questioned closely

by his captors as to the situation In Port

Arthur, the questions indicating that his

Interrogators possessed little knowledge

of what Is going on In the city which is

now the object of their energetic attacks.

and demonstrating an eager curiosity on
their part as to the effect of their past

operations there. He was. informed. In-

cidentally, that the Ja

paring to continue the t

bur 20th: that they have mounted twenty
28-oentlmetre guns on the works which
they are constructing before the Russian
line of defences ; and that the capture of

the city was a question of but a few days.

After a ' sweat-box ' investigation lasting

lor some little time, he was allowed to

depart. He was treated courteously, but

was subjected to a crow-fire of question*."

Wednesday, (Matter 5th.

EUMMI European telegrams appearing InA another column, two important deci-

sions as affecting the war have been ar-
rived at by the Russian Government. The
Tsar Is to take farewell or the Baltic fleet

at Reval on the 13th Inst., when the
squadron, the constitution of which is

not known, Is presumably to leave for the
Par East. The Government's decision

regarding the command of the army as
far as it affects General K urn pat kin it.

likely to meet with the approval of the
whole world. Public opinion has been ex-

pressing itself in Russia of late, and from
that source alone we know of the
enormous difficulties the Commander-in-
Chief has had to contend with from those

who should have given him every support.

At the outset his plans were overridden,

and he was evidently made the victim of

an administration influenced principally

by political motives. He was forced Into

the campaign insufficiently supplied with

those materials without which a cam-
paign cannot be well conducted. The
Japanese, whose equipment has been a
surprise to the world, have marched from

the beginning as a conquering

large part as the result of their

tlon. Although the Russians have been

driven from pillar to post, the world can-

not ascribe the defeat to General Kuropat-

k!n. with full knowledge of the enormous
difficulties— from the insufferable in-

solence of Grand Duke lieutenants to the

evils of a bad administration at Head-

quarters—he has had to fight against.

With General Kuropatkln in supreme

3, General Baron Meyerdorf will

of the Plret Army Corps,

Grlppenberg that of the Second

Army Corps, and General Llnevltch the

Third. The Russian forces will then be

modelled on those of the Japanese.

General Romanoff, commander of the

Sixth Division of Riflemen. Is among the

Russian field officers who havo been

wounded at the front. General Romanoff
has returned to

active In buying Chinese clothing at

Sinminton and thereabouts. They have

purchased all the clothing obtainable at

Mukden and Tiding, the stock bought at

Tlellng alone amounting to over 200 cart-

loads. The difficulties experienced in the

transportation of winter clothes are

prompting the Russians to make these

purchases. The same telegram says that

recently nineteen Russian soldiers at

Hull in Mongolia, about a hundred miles

north-west of Sinminton. were attacked

by Mounted Bandits and Chinese Imperial

troops. Two of the Russians escaped and

returned to Mukden, when a body of a

thousand Russian troops was Immediately

dispatched to Kull. where they committed

outrages in retaliation. The inhabitants

fled, and their furniture and cattle were

looted by the Russians.

The Asahi publishes a telegram from

I that the

Frost made its first appearance at Llao-

yang this season on the 17th ultimo, the

temperature suddenly falling. On the

22nd hall fell, covering the ground to a

depth of about half an Inch, and on the

following day the water was frozen.

M. OlginBky. one of the Associated

Press Russlaa correspondents at the

front, has been decorated with the Order

of St. Anne for bravery on the field of

battle while with General Mlstchenko.

In an Interview with the St Petersburg

correspondent of the Lokal Anzeiger the

new Russian Minister of the Interior Is

reported to have said that to overcome

the Japanese was not only necessary for

Russia, but was in the Interest of the

whole of Europe. It was the necessity of

tcmovlng a future danger, and when that

the object of Russia In the

would have been accomplished,

but he feared the war would drag on for

very

At a meeting last month, at Edinburgh,

of the Institute of International l-aw, a

body of jurist* of all nationalities. Lord

Reay referred to the

ternatlonal law at The Hague He hoped
that in view of the accession of Japan to

the Conventions signed there, Great

Britain would follow her example. He
urged the necessity of an early interna-

tional conference to deal with the ques-

tions of contraband, the right of search,

prizes, wireless telegraphy, and the trans-

formation of merchantmen into cruisers.

A Reuters telegram dated London thp

3rd instant reads :
—

General Sakharoff reports that on the

3iuh ultimo a force of Russian cavalry ex-

pelled the Japanese from a village on

the banks of the Hun River and burned

seventeen junks laden with ammunition

and stores. The Russians retired on the

approach of the Japanese, who had by

this time been reinforced.

The Japanese forces are still pourinu

across the Taitze River at Benslku.

It is stated that a considerable number
of Chunchuses are still with the Japanese

army.

Reuter'B correspondent at Mukden,
wiring on the 1st InBt., says the pro-

longed inactivity on both sides emphasizes

the creation of a new situation. The
battle of Llaoyang. he says, clearly ter-

minated the nrst stB*e °f ,he war, thus

necessitating the adoption of new tactics

by the Japanese. The latter are now en-

trenching themaelves. though it Is thought

they may still attempt a flanking move-
ment to the eastward of the Russian posi-

tion.

General Grlppenberg. who has been

appointed to the command of the Second

Manchurlan Army, proceeds to Man-
churia In a mouth's time.

The Tsar goes to Reval on the 4th in-

stant to bid farewell to the Baltic Fleet

A Berlin telegram of the 3rd Instant

The Second Guards Division will I

of Fusilier Brigades and will soon leav
for the front

General Kuropatkin is to retain

supreme command of the Russian forces

In Manchuria, while General Baron

the First Army
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Corps, General Grippenberg the Second,

ami General Baron Linevltch the Third.

Russia declares that the report emanat-

ing from St. Petersburg that she has ap-

plied lo the Porto to permit the Russian

war-ships to pass the Dardanelles is un-

true.

Russia rejects the Idea of another Peace

Conference of the Powers at The Hague
(suggested by President Roosevelt) being

called at the present time.

According to a dispatch from London

of the 26th ultimo, Reuter's correspon-

dent at Port Said wires that the " Peters-

burg and "Smolensk" have left that

port. The former was allowed to take

350 tons of coal, and the latter 100. Their

destination was declared to be Llbau.

The Russian cruiser "Terek" has

stopped the "Loch Tay " for Colombo,

and examined her papers.

THE VOLUNTEER FLEET.

COMMITTEE OF DESIGN APPOINTED.

The Imperial Marine Society has ap-

pointed Professor Mlyoshl, of the Imperial

University, Naval Architect*' Inspector*

Mlyabara and Saso. and other gentlemen.

e.11 authorities on shipbuilding and marine
engineering, a Committee to design the

steamers of the proposed Volunteer Fleet.

TJtursflai/. October Gfft.

T
HE following report of a skirmish neat

Mukden reached the Imperial Head-
|

quartern at midnight on Monday and has

been published by the War Office :—

A

company of infantry and a detachmont of

cavalry sent forward on the 2nd Instant

drove away a troop of about 60 Russian

cavalry at Hoaoton. While operating in

the vicinity, our scouts were attacked by

a body of 230 Russian cavalry, and after

The

in this action were

30 In killed and wounded, but

there were no casualties

scouts. The situation at I

mains unchanged.

A further dispatch reached the Im-

perial Headquarters on Tuesday, stating

that on the afternoon of the 30lh ultimo

a troop of fifty Russian cavalry arrived

at South and North Changtan (west of

Venial), and poured petroleum on the

Chinese Junks on the Hun River, after-

wards burning them. The

guards stationed on both banks of ;!•••

river fired upon the Russians and pre

vented them from doing further dama«<?

In a Reuter's telegram published yester-

day General Sakharoff reported that on

the 30th ultimo cavalry burned seventeen

Japanese junks laden with ammunition

and stores on the Hun River. In Tokyo

the report is declared to be incorrect.

The Junks burned carried no ammunition

or stores. No boats belonging to the

Japanese array are on the river above

The Russian troops In the

of Mukden are receiving supplies of

food from Tlellng. where there Is an Im-

mense stock of rice, cattle, swine, and

vegetables. The strength of the Rus

slana now stationed between Mukden and

Tlellng appears to consist of about twelve

or about 180,000 men.

received in Tokyo

the

of General Kuropatkln as

Chief of the Russian army In

Nine sailors of the Russian cruiser

"Varyak." who have

medical treatment at

wounds received at the battle ot

Chemulpo, having entirely recovered. '

be sent home by the earliest I

A Reuter's telegram of the 3rd Instant

General Sakharoff telegraphs that the

A telegram has

south-eaBt of Mukden.

Latest accounts from Mukden

that the situation Is unchanged.

Contradictory reports are current at

St. Petersburg, some declaring that the

military authorities expect a battle

shortly, while others state that General

Kuropatkln Is preparing to retire on

Tlellng.

Friday, October 7th.

rE vast aggregation of Russian troops

between Mukden and Tlellng Is now

undergoing a sifting process, and pro-

bably the half-disciplined troops of

Siberia are being replaced by those who

will be better able to stand arc. Accord-

ing lo Intelligence reaching Tokyo, the

troops who fought at Llaoyang are now

relieved by thoBe dally arriving from

Europe. The fresh forces are being givia

the place of honour beforo Mukden, while

the Siberian levies are to bo sent as far

north as possible General Kuropatkln'a

main force Is at Tiding.

Reuter's correspondent at St Peters-

burg forwards the following report, dated

the 3rd Inst., from General Sakharoff

relating to the skirmishes In the vicinity

of Mukden :
—

"At daylight on the 1st

troop of Japanese cavalry twice at-

tempted an attack on the Cossack out-

post In the country between Kwankwang-

Jan and Fentsyapu. The Cossacks

offered no resistance until they obtained

reinforcements consisting of two troops

of cavalry, and then they compelled the

Japanese to retire.

" At about noon the same day a bat-

talion of the Japanese advance guard, to-

gether with two or three troops of cavalry,

renewed the attack on the Cossack Regi-

ment, and a rifle fusillade began, which

was continued till late in the afternoon.

General Mistchenko sent reinforcements,

and In the evening the Japanese were

repuleed In all directions.

"Our scouti ambushed a Japanese

scouting party, and killed n Japanese

officer. The Cossacks found rifle cart-

ridges, medical materials, and a few

In the position by the

la these operations two

officers and two Cossacks were wounded.

" On the 1st instant a battalion and a

half of Japanese infantry and a troop of

cavalry, advancing In three bodies, at-

tacked our advance guards between the

railway and the Hun River. The outpost

obtained the assistance of a company of

Infantry and checked the advance of the

enemy. Our scouts captured three Japan-

ese cavalrymen. Patrols sent eastwards

discovered that the Tawapolin Pass was

occupied by 200 Chunchuses. One of the

Cossacks was killed during the engage-

ment with these guerillas."

•

Thirty-one prisoners of war arrived at

Matsuyama on Wednesday.

• •

The authorities In Tokyo, having made

full inquiries, deny the reports recently
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than the Japanese, and he declare* that

the latter "obviously do not dare to make
a general attack." Under the evident In-

fluence of strong emotion Colonel Gaedke
expresses his undisguised amazement that

the Motlcn Pas* should have been so

feebly and inadequately defended, es-

pecially In view of the fact that Its pos-

session must lead to the command of the

railway and ultimately threaten Mukdeu
Itself. The forlorn mission of General

Stakelberg to the south, which was
presumably Instigated from St. Peters-

burg, Is sharply criticised as an act of

unwarrantable Interference with the dis-

positions of General Kuropatktn, and

Colonel Gaedke more than hints that the

anomalous and superfluous position of

Admiral AlexeleR, " the strategist of

Mukden." who acts as a direct link with

St. Petersburg, is nothing leas

pernicious to the Russian plan of

afterwards Into the

ese. in the

of the Japan-

of the

round Liaoyang. the military critic says

the effect was marred by the battle of

Wafangtlen, which caused an extension

of the Russian right wing to the south.

With regard to the military situation In

the Bast. General Kurokt bad not so

firmly secured his position about the end

of July, when Colonel Gaedke was

writing, and theories have long alnce

by events. It Is neverthe-

to note the emphatic sug-

that "the best direction for an

on the part of the Rus-

sians would clearly be from Mukden ai

point de depart southwards to Fulnhan-

cheng by enveloping the Japanese right

wing. This movement would not expose

the Russian lines of communication,

while those of the Japanese would be

seriously threatened, so that in the event

of defeat the latter might very easily be

overwhelmed in a catastrophe, since the

embarkation of a beaten army is one of

difficult military

his plan of campaign with an effective

strength of 120 battalions, and In July

he evidently considered that a convergent

advance of the Russian army from

which, however, fell shortly

and

Into

the sea. But even so he cannot conceal

from himself the all-Important considera-

tion that the training of the Japanese is

probably superior to that of the Russian

troops, and, incidentally, it Is implied,

to that of the Russian commander as well.

Colonel Gaedke's theories, propositions,

calculations, or whatever else they may
be called, form a valuable If belated index

to the prevailing state of mind at the

Russian headquarters and to the pro-

spects of the campaign, but. none the

less, the Berlin correspondent of the

Time*, who sends a translation of them to

his paper, holds that they strongly savour

of the counsels of despair.

A Reuter's message dated the 6th in-

stant Is as follows :—
Mr.

among the I

to defer summoning the

conference until the war Is over.

The "Orel" has left Kronstadt

joined the Baltic squadron.

Seven hundred Japanese expelled from

Siberia have arrived at Breroerhaven,

where they embarked for Japan.

•

A Berlin telegram of the 5th instant

reads :—
naval

has published an article on the

Baltic Fleet. In which he enters into many
details, the knowledge of which. It Is

alleged, will be of considerable benefit to

the Japanese.

The Russian Press is very Indignant

at the publication of the article.

In addition to General Orloff, Major

General Romanoff has also been recalled

from Manchuria.

The Kete York HeraM publishes a re-

port to the effect that Japan has ordered

In Europe large quantities of provisions,

especially biscuits. The goods. It is

stated, will be shipped at a Mediterranean

port for Japan on vessels flying the llrl-

tlsh flag.

American underwriters have increased

the premium on railway materials to be

shipped to Japan.

circulated that the cruiser ° Bogatyr,"

which was wrecked some monthB ago, was
taken to Vladivostok and has since been

repaired. The authorities declare that

from information reaching them from
various sources, the cruiser " Bogatyr

"

was totally lost, notwithstanding reports

emanating from the Russian side.

According to advices received in Tokyo
from Europe, the first detachment of the

12th battalion of artillery, belonging to

the 8th Army Corps, left Odessa on the

1st Instant, and the second detachment on
the 2nd Inst, for the Par East

It is explained that Hosoton, from
where a Japanese scouting party drove *
troop of Russian cavalry on the 2nd In-

stant. Is a village about seven and a hair

miles north-west of the Yental Station,

and about two miles and a half east of

Changtan on the lower reaches of the

Hun River, twenty miles from Mukden.
It was here that the Chinese Junks con-

veying stores for the Japanese were burnt

by the Russians. Two battalions of the

Russian troops are reported to be

stationed at Shintal and Nital In the

vicinity of Changtan. Russians are also

at Sho-Okobo and other villages on the

Hun River above Changtan, watching the

Colonel Gaedke, the representative

at the front of the Berliner Tage-

blott, in July wrote a most In-

teresting critique of the Russian tactics,

one of the few which, owing to the
activity of the military censors, hare
been published. The Colonel wrote some
time after the Motlenling engagements
In July, and what he says Is well worth
reproducing even at this late day. The
Russian position Is described as being
" favourable " In itself, but the Russians

are roundly condemned for deliberately
• spoiling it with all their might." It Is

not clear from Colonel Gaedke's letter

whether he is referring to the total forces

of the two combatants or to a portion of

their armies at one particular point, but

be estimates that at the time of writing

Saturday, October 8th.

A LARGE Junk recently captured by the

Japanese outside Port Arthur when

trying to run the blockade was taken to

Dalny on the 2nd Instant. The vessel

carried 50 bead of cattle and a quantity

of vegetables, liquors, and fowls.

Ensign Hlrano, attached to the Fuku-

chlyama Regiment, which so dis-

tinguished Itself in the lighting at Ltao-

yang, was officially reported to have been

killed, and the official Intimation of his

death was sent to his family. On the

5th Instant, however, a letter was received

from the Ensign himself slating that

the news of his death had been exag-

gerated, as he had only been wounded.

He arrived at Dalny on the 28th ultimo,

and Is doing well. The preparations

made for the Ensign's funeral by the

municipality of his village, says the

Aiahi, have been transformed into a
celebration of Joy.

According to a telegram from Europe,

a certain Russian Lieutenant succeeded

in evading the blockade of Port Arthur
on September 16th, and reached Chefoo,
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i went to Mukden via SInmlnton.

The officer reported that the garrison at

Port Arthur was subsisting on horse-

flesh, but the stronghold would be able

to hold out for several months yet.

Other advices from Europe state that

General Grippenberg, who Is to command

the Second Army In Manchuria, will

leave for the Far East towards the end

of this

A Reuter's telegram dated London, the

7th instant, reads :

—

General Orloff (who was recently re-

called from the front) has received an

appointment on the General Staff at St.

A Berlin message of the 6th instant

farewell to the Baltic

THE JAPANESE LINE IN

MANCHURIA.

OPEN OETWEEN NEWCHWANG AND
LIAQYANG

The railway between Haicbeng and
Llaoyang was opened on the 2nd Instant,

and some ten train* a day arc now run-
ning between Dalny. Newcbnang. and

|

states that the Tsar's trip to Reval to bid
j

Llao)an g, Thlg nn< KroatIv fBcil :tated the
of troop*, ammunition, and

poned. other gouds

Sunday, October \)th.

6
EVERAL reports received In the course

of yesterday show that the outposts of

the opposing armies have been In frequent

conflict the last few days at

much as seventy miles apart.

A Reuter's telegram gives the follow-

ing report as sent by General Sakharoff

to St. Petersburg :—" One of our scouting

parties on the 4th Instant was repulsed

by a Japanese force of four companies

of Infantry and a troop of cavalry, and

retreated westwards to the vicinity of

the railway. There our scouts met a re-

inforcement, and together they returned

and attacked the enemy, In the rear,

compelling the Japanese to retreat to

Sajusampu with loss. On the 4th Instant

our scouts advanced to a point about

twelve miles north of Yental, when the

Japanese near, four companies of Infantry

and three troops of cavalry, retreated In

haste. The scouts thoroughly recon-

noitred the enemy's position, and re-

turned at 6 o'clock In the evening. In

this action A Cossack was killed and an

officer and two Cossacks wounded. The

enemy suffered some loss and two Japan-

ese cavalrymen were taken prisoner."

*

According io a telegram received by

the authorities in Tokyo, the troops In-

spected by the Tsar at Odessa and

Sevastopol on the 30th ultimo and the

1st instant were only the Fourteenth and

Fifteenth Divisions, eight regiments of

infantry and twelve batteries of artillery.

An order of the Russian War Office issued

last month announces that a battery of

machine guns will be attached to the

Second and Sixth East Siberian Fusllie.

Divisions.

Rhus captured by the Japanese at Port

Arthur have arrived a: I be War Office in

Tokyo. One or the guns Is a NordenfeMt.

is mounted on a cart for

the protection of

General Hasegawa. Commander-in-

Chief of the Japanese forces In Korea,

and Major-General Ochlai. Chief of Staff,

left Tokyo on the «th Instant for Seoul.

The following report on the situation

In the vicinity of Llaoyang reached the

Imperial Headquarters on the "th In-

stant:—"On the 4th Instant a small

force of Russian cavalry made their ap-

pearance at Alyangplenmen (about

seventy miles east of Llaoyang), but were

repulsed by our guard*. On the same day a

battalion of infantry and eleven or twelve

troops of cavalry, with 5 or 6 guns, ap-

peared near Juryukftshl. but retreated in-

the direction of Koch I. On the 5th in-

stant only two or three troops of cavalry

were seen in that direction, the enemy's

sentry oulposts extending from Byokosan

to Mokabal. The Infantry which formed

the van of the enemy were clad In Chi-

nese costume. On the 4th instant

the enemy attacked our outpost at

Pingtaitze (about 25 miles south-

east of Mukden on the bank of the

Tattze River), but was repulsed, and left

a number of dead and arms on the field.

This was a detachment of the Third

Fusilier Regiment and the men were

dressed as Chinese On the 3rd instant

some four tr-wps of cavalry appeared at

Shojushishi on the Bu)un road and were

still there on the morning of the 5th

Instant. A body of mounted scouts, who

were seen near L.ir.gwanmayo and South

Gorlgal on the 4th Instant, retreated

northwards, leaving a sentry guard of

infantrymen. On the 4th instant a small

body of cavalry, apparently with three

guns, advanced from Enkashoshi towards

Peitai. and tired upon our detachment at

North Yental The Russians who were
at Changtan on the right bank of the

Hun River appear to have retreated

northwards, leaving a small detachment.

No Russians are seen in the vicinity of

Tantalt/.e. A small body of cavalry at-

tacked our advance guard on the right

bank of the Hun River, but was repulsed.

According to the nativeR. an officer of the

Russians repulsed by nur advance guard

on the 4th Instant was killed and five men
were

A Reuter s telegram of the 7th reads :
—

Reuter's correspondent at Melbourne

states that the British Admiral on the

Australian Station has ordered the sloop
- CadmuB " and the cruiser " Pyladcs " to

proceed to the Torres Straits, where the

appearance of Russian

reported.

A message »r Hie following day Is as

follows :—
Renter's correspondent at Tslngtao

states that a German Rteamer has re-

turned to thai port after running the

blockade at Vladivostok The steamer

reports that ships are constantly reaching

Vladivostok. The city Is stated to be

heavily fortified, and the harlwur mined.

THE GOVERNMENT TRANSPORT
SERVICE REDUCED.

The O.S.K. steamers " Malko." " Fuji-

kawa." aud " Kisogawa " have been

released from the Government ser-

vice, as have the N.Y.K. steamers

"Kanacawa." " Yawata," "Tenshln,"

and " KaKOshima •' Many other steamers

are expected to be free by the end of this

month, as nut being Rt present required.-
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Tuesday, October llth.

rnilK Headquarters have at length

favoured the public with a report of

the operations of the Army in the Llaotung

peninsula. The report deals wilh events

from the battle of Nansban in May to

the end of July, when the investment of

Port Arthur began, but it can hardly S*-

said to be illuminating. It consists

mostly of alarums and excursions, and

carefully refrains from mentioning the

Japanese losses, while giving the es

timated Russian losses. We publish a

condensed account of the report, which

if given In full would have occupied much
of our space without materially adding

to the general knowledge of

Yesterday morning his Majesty the

Emperor summoned Count Katsura, the

Premier, and issued the following message

to the people :-"81nce the outbreak of

the war Our Army and Navy have

loyally and bravely discharged their

duties : the Government officials and

all other of Our subjects have obeyed Our

commands as with one mind and success-

fully carried on the war in their respective

capacities up to the present. The end of

the war is yet, however, far distant, and

all Our subjects are urged to persevere

wkh unflagging energy and patience In

their service to the State."

News has reached Tokyo that the Rus-

sian advance guard on the southern bank

of the Hun River, which consisted of only

three or four divisions, has been suddenly

The Russian administrative offices at

Newchwang, which have for some time

been under the protection of the French

flag, were formally surrendered to the

Japanese authorities on Sunday last.

A Tokyo dispatch gives the total dts

bursements from the War Fund up to

date as about ¥330.000,000, and the

amount for which the Imperial sanction

was obtained as ¥500,000.000. The

monthly outlay 1b estimated at

Vi0.WO.000.

A Reuters telegTam dated the 8th In-

stant reads :
—

The Marquis of Lansdowne. replying to

a correspondent, says that neither of the

belligerents having expressed a desire for

mediation, his Majesty's Government did

not consider that it could advantage-

ously appeal to Russia or Japan to cease

hostilities.

is at Havre coaling.

marine?, as well as naval engines and

machinery, are being made at Stettin and
Kiel for the Russian Government.

The \etr York HeraM reports that flv>^

submarines are being shipped to the

Pacific coast, presumably for Japan.

General Kuropatkln. In a general order

to the troops In (he field. Justifies the re-

treat of the army to Mukden on the

ground of Insufficient strength of the

forces. The General announces that the

Tsar is Inflexibly determined to conquer

the Japanese, and for this purpose is

sending adequate reinforcements to the

front. He also intimates that the time i*

approaching when the Russian army must

assume the offensive.

The Tsar and Tsaritsa. with the infant

Tsesarevltch, have arrived at Reval for

the purpose of bidding farewell to the

Baltic Fleet.

The captain of a German collier now at

Las Palmas states that the Hamburg-
Amerlka Line has chartered forty-two

steamers to coal the Baltic Fleet, of which

a dozen or more will go to Las Palmas.

The British cruiser "Aurora" leaves

Olbraltar for Las Palmas on the 18th In-

stant.

A telegram from Berlin, dated the 9th

Instant, is as follows :
—

The Tsar has proceeded to Reval to bid

farewell to the Baltic Fleet.

The Reserves of one class which have

been summoned will be raised from

among the police.

THE OPERATIONS AGAINST
PORT ARTHUR.

JAPANESE OFFICIAL REPORT.

Another message dated the 10th is as

follows r
—

The German Socialist papers, which are

usually well Informed, announce that sub-

The Headquarters at Tokyo publish a

lengthy report of the Japanese operations

in the Liaotung peninsula up to the

31st July, the report covering events from

the capture of Nanshan on May 26th.

From this belated report H appears that

the Russians, after evacuating Nashan
and retreating towardB Port Arthur, were

followed on May 27th by Major-Oeneral

Nakamura, who occupied Nankwanlin

with a detachment. The main forces of

the Japanese were quartered In the

villages round about Nanshan making

preparations for the march on Port

Arthur. On May 28th a contingent of

Nakamura's occupied Llushutun, four

guns, ammunition, and rolling stock fall-

ing Into their hands. The following day

a general advance southwards was made

by the whole of the Japanese forces. Pro-

gress was uninterrupted by the Ruaslau*

until the 1st June, when the advance dis-

covered that a strong force of Russians

were entrenching themselves at Shuang-

taikou and Fengshuilin, while the scouts

of both sides were In constant conflict.

as Chinese frequently

approached the Japanese outposts, and

endeavoured to surprise tbem.

The Russian* commenced throwing up

defence works all abing their line on

June tlth, from which date until the 13t«

neither side apivarw t • h»»e encountered

each other. On the Uth June a Russian

battleship and two gunboats appeared oil

Heisiahao. and shelled the Japanese posi-

tions, but withdrew In aliout lorty

minutes. Early on the morning of the

IMh taclthrr aim larger squadron ap-

peared off Shiaopingtao. but had scarcely

opened fire on the Japanese left wing

when 'they were engaged by the Japanese

fleet. After half-an-hours fighting the

Russians retreated to Port Arthur. At

this Time the Russian defence works ut

Shuangtaikou had much increased, the

Russians also making good use of search-

lights in reconnoitring the Japanese dis-

positions.

Active operations were commenced on

the 20th June, when a body of the

Japanese right column attacked and

carried fortified positions west and south

of Pantao. The left column advanced

bodily in three divisions, the right oc-

cupying Launichao with little i

the centre carrying a

several hours' stubborn engagement with

a battalion of infantry and artillery, and

the left gaining possession of Shuanting

Hill. The first line of the attacking force

now extended from Antie Hill *o

Shuanting Hill. The report here ob-

serves: "The occupation of Sword Hill,

Waltang Hill, and Shaoplngtao secured to

the Japanese the protection afforded by

Tallenwan (from war-Bhips), the position

of the attacking and defending forces

being now reversed, and giving facilities

to the Japanese for obtaining Information

of the condition of the enemy's position

and his rear." The result of these opera-

tions was that the Japanese captured two

6 cm. quickflrers and ammunition. The

position of the Russians on June 30th was

unchanged at Shuangtaikou ; in the

direction of Antxe Hill defence works

could be observed from the southern slope

to the summit, a distance of about twr

miles ; while In the direction of Laotss

Hill the defences extended to elevations

both south and north of Wangchatien.

On July 3rd the Russians made a sortie

on the Japanese positions at Pantao and

places near ; scouting operations were

actively carried on. and the Japanese

position near Sword Hill was attacked

but only rifle fire was exchanged. At

four o'clock on the same day the Rus-

sians, reinforced, advanced, but the

Japanese inUntry and artillery compelled

the Russians, witn tour guns, fired from

west of Tasitung on the Japanese front,

but the Russians opposing the right

gradually retreated, the artillery alone

remaining In position. At 8 3n o'clock

a Russian infantry battalion marched to

Tapel Hill headed by a hand, and when

the Japanese guards leaving a small force

for the protection of both wings took the
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offensive, the Russians, " hearing tbe

yells .»f our army," took -to their heels (1 ).

The advance guards had to contend

with several small forces on the

eminences In the neighbourhood, and
these fortes gradually Increasing the

guar I returned to the main body. Two
companies of Russians who were descend-

ing lju>tse Hill In a compact body were

exposed to a hot artillery Are and re-

treated in disorder. An artillery engage-

ment ensued between a battery south of

Laotse Hill and (he artillery of the

Japanese left wing The Russian guns

were silenced, but the force held the

position during the night. On the

4th July there were eimlUr small

encounters, culminating in severe fighting

towards evening, when the right wing

•rtlllery stormed the Russians holding a

position south of Chakou. The latter

were compelled to take cover and did not

venture forth till night fell. At about

midnight a small Russian force surprised

the Japanese west of Pantao, and were

repulsed.

Two ineffective charges were made by

Russians against a Japanese position at

Sword Hill, occupied by a detachment of

the middle column. During the day the

Russians made repeated attempts to

advance, but were ot> each occasion

checked by an effective artillery Ore. At

the same time the Russian artillery was

also effective, greatly disconcerting the

Japanese. Combined with the power of

the artillery, the Russian Infantry during

the day Increased to about ten battalions,

and In the fighting were assisted by war-

ships from Port Arthur which shelled the

left wing. The Japanese moved their

artillery forward, placing three batteries

near Pantao and two batteries east of

Kwangnlchuen and Toshangtun. Heavy

guns from the fleet were mounted south

of Shakokou and demonstrated their

power. Artillery fighting continued

throughout tbe night of July 4th and np
to the afternoon of tbe 5th. when fight-

ing became more general as the Russian

forces Increased. At six o'clock, can-

nonading and tne crack of the rifle were
continuous, tbe nussians being assisted

by war-ships.

On the 5th July the Russians approached

to within IGu feet of the Japanese posi-

tion west of Pantao. These tact Irs were
repeated at daylight 1 ill failed, and soon

afterwards the Russians began to retreat.

The report here observes that it was
evident the object of the enemy In the

fighting during these three days was not

merely to reconnoitre the Japanese posi-

tion, but was apparently to recover Sword
Hill In order to secure their line of

defence and If possible to destroy the

Japanese works at lialny and prolong the

life of Port Arthur. "The experiences

obtained by cur army In these operations,

MAJOR-GENERAL IOUCHI.

Chief Staff Officer to Marshal Oyamn,

LIEUTENANT K01CHI KATO.
Of the Pecoml Itcirimvnt of tho 1st Army Division.

Died from wounds received in an engngemeut
near Tort Arthur on August *ili.

the force, gunnery, distribution of forces,

and way of the night attack tactics or tbe

enemy, will bo useful to our army in

future operations."

In the three days' lighting the Russian

casualties are estimated at three to four

hundred and the troops engaged thirteen

or fourteen battalions with about twenty-

four guns. Nothing Is said about the

Japanese losses. Desultory fighting took

place on the Tth. 8th, and 10th July, when
there was a period of quietness until the

17th. when a company of Russians at-

tacked and were repulsed. After the

fighting the Russians went on to the field

with the Red Cross flag to recover the

killed and wounded, the Japanese allow-

ing this operation. It was decided on July

22nd that a general attack should bo

made, and orders were Issued to th*

various columns. On the 26th the Army
Corps commenced operations, but a dense

fog handicapped the troops. The Rus-

sians made a stubborn resistance, and

their artillery were particularly well

placed, their right wing delivering a hot

Are till noon, while that of the Japanese

was at a disadvantage, and operations

both of artillery and Infantry sub-

sequently were consequently unsatisfac-

tory. The Japanese spent the night In

the field, having gained a few positions

during the day. Operations were resumed

on the 27th. when the Russians not re-

sponding to the artillery fire the Japanese

Incautiously approached the enemy's

position. The Infantry were suddenly

received with a hot Are. and had to scale

the slope under every disadvantage. They

made repeated but unsuccessful attacks,

until & detach me nt of Infantry, covered hy

artillery, succeeded In occupying a portion

of the summit. The stubborn resistance

met with resulted In desperate fighting till

sundown. The left column, which ad-

vanced against the positions east of Tape!

Hill, was obliged to desist at sundown
owing to the enemy's resistance and the

bad features of the field. In addition

several war-ships rendered great aid to

the Russians. Tbe Japanese decided on

a night attack, and at one o'clock on the

morning of the 28th. stormed from three

sides and carried the position at five

o'clock after four hours' hard Aghting.

The general attack being renewed the

Russians on all sides commenced to

retreat, and thetr positions were occupied.

Almost the whole of the Port Arthur

forces had been defending these positions,

which were well fortified, and mounted

with about sixty guns, of which four

were heavy. The Russian casualties are

e«tl mated at over a thousand, but no

mention Is made of the Japanese casual-

ties, which, we should think, must have

been very heavy. Two heavy guns, three

-ulckflrers. and three machine guns fell

Into the hands of the Japanese.
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the J

operations were resumed by

i on the 30th. the attack com-

as day dawned. Three separate

ought courageously till midday.

Dojoshi back on Takushan. whence they

retreated to Port Arthur. Since this date

the Russians have used the guns of the

stronghold against the Japanese, who

were not more than from three to five

miles away. In this fighting the Russians

left a hundred dead on the field.

From this date the Japanese established

siege operations against the fortress, and

a few days later the Army received an

troops on driving the

line of defence.

to their

KUROPATKIN ON THE BATTLE
OF LIAOYANG.

GENKKAL ORLOFP'S MISTAKE.

General Kuropatkln's detailed report

of the battle of Llaoyang was received at

St. Petersburg on the 12th ultimo. The

report covers the operations from August

28th to September 5th. The report is

regarded as very satisfactory, showing

that the retreat was effected with much

precaution and success. The total Rus-

sian losses are below 17.000, of which

4.500 were killed. In the opinion of

officers who have read the report a St.

Petersburg correspondent says It Is

favourable to General Kuropatkln,

tlcally disarming the prevlou

to criticise blm.

Under date of September 11th General

Kuropatkin reported to the Emperor as

follows :

—

It is now possible, from details of th<>

battles since August 26th. in which

various Army Corps participated, to fur-

nish your Majesty the following report of

out In good order. Only after Incredible

difficulties was It found possible to drag

all the guns, without exception, and all

our baggage through the passes. Some
of the guns were carried through the

mountains by Infantry. Difficult

the retreat through the passe*

pressure from the enemy, the

across the open country was still more

arduous. The left and centre columns

succeeded in getting all their artillery

anil baggago to Llaoyang.

The march of the right column, which

was obliged to cross westward to the

railway, where the country had suffered

more severely from rains, was especially

difficult. Considerable forces of the

enemy followed the rearguard, which

maintained a stubborn resistance. The
guns of one or the retiring

gan to sink In the mud.

was made to eave them. Twenty-four

horses were hitched to each piece, com-

,

pan lea of infantry assisting with ropes.

The horses and men. however, sunk so

|

deep that It was necessary for the com-

rades of the latter to haul them out.

i General Rutkoysky remained so long

I

covering the extrication of the guns, that

I

his forces lost heavily and the General

, himself and Colonel Itaben, commanding
!
the Pourth Regiment of East Siberian

Sharpshooters, were killed. Notwith-

standing all efforts, it was finally

sary to abandon the guns.

On August 29th the Army
at Llaoyang. One Corps took a position

on the right bank of the Taltze River,

while another held the left bank. On
August 30th and 31st the Japanese at-

tacked our advance positions with great

l

energy, but everywhere were repulsed

with enormous losses. There was des-

perate fighting on our left flank and

centre, accompanied by a number of

J

counter-attacks resulting In bayonet

fights, and I was compelled to reinforce

the fighting line with the

26th the Manchurlan army
three groups of positions, the

at Pettsu and Anping. on the left

cond at Llandlanslan, In

the centre : and the third at AnshanUen,

on the right flank. The same day the

Japanese assumed the offensive along ttu

whole front. At Llandlanslan all their

attacks were repulsed, and on the left

we retained our principal position a:

Anping. After a desperate battle the

Japanese, however, succeeded In securing

the position at Pettsu, thus threatening

the line of retreat of the Corps along the

Tan River. Simultaneously a turning

observed on the left flank

of our position at Anshantien.

Taking advantage of our positions at

Llandlanslan and Anping In order to

gain time and inflict severe losses on the

enemy, I withdrew all the Army Corps

from advanced positions to Llaoyang.

In consequence of the mountainous

nature Oi the country on our front and

the bad condition of the roads towards

the south, the two days' march towards

Llaoyang was of the most difficult kind,

and only the devotion of all the troops

on the east front enabled It to be carried

3lst it could clearly be

that a considerable force of General

Kurokls army had crossed to the right

bank of the Taltze River. Owing to at-

tacks on our left on August 30th and

31st It was supposed that the main body

of Kuroki's army had been told off to

turn the left flank of our position anJ

attack our line of communication. In

consequence I resolved to withdraw the

advance troops to the main position and

concentrate a large force against Kuroki's

army and attempt to hurl him back on

the Taltze River. Only at certain

was this carried out successfully.

At nightfall, undisturbed by the

ese. we commenced the evacuation of our

advanced positions, which already had

rendered great service in weakeulng the

enemy by enormous : oases. Thanks to

the sufficient number of bridges and the

manner in which the roads led out, all

troops destined to take the offensive were

safely on the right bank of the river on

the morning of September 1st. The
enemy did not occupy our abandoned ad-

vanced positions until the evening of

September 1st. when they opened an

artillery Are on Llaoyang. No trophies

of war fell Into the hands of the

I adopted the following plan of opera-

tions :—Having crossed lo the right bank

of the river the army had taken up a

position between the village of Sykwan-

tun and heights near the Ycntal mines,

It was intended to occupy with all

omposed of thirteen

Taking the position near

is a pivot. It was Intended

effect a movement to flank

the Japanese positions, which extended

from the Taltze River, near the village of

Kwantun. towards the Yentai collieries.

Offensive operations began when all

the troops had taken up their allotted

positions.

The night of September 1st the com-

mander of the Corps on the right flanlt

sent a dispatch stating that, the Japanese

having taken the offensive and advanced

to and occupied the district north-west-

ward of our Skywantun position, which

was of great Importance to us. the Rus-

sian regiment holding the district was

forced to retire, and I was obllge.l to

change my plans In order to retake the

lost ground the following day. It was
not until the evening of September 2nd

that the entire mountain village of Sky-

wantun was In our hands. At first oar

attacks did not succeed, but the fighting

was continued with unabated vigour even

after darkness had set In. We repeatedly

of the heights, but

finally compelled to withdraw tem-

porarily. Many of our detachments be-

came mixed up, and in the disorder unity

Leaders of individual

ever, continued the attacks time after

time, and at last succeeded In occupying

the desired position, thereby attaining

the object of the operations on our right

flank.

As soon as the left flank In the vicinity

of the Yentai mines, on September 2n I

(Orloffs detachment), occupied the

heights to the north of the mines, hold-

ing a strong position facing south, he

fire with two batteries and en-

the enemy in an artillery duel.

Orloff's right flank was then four miles

from the left flank and the remainder of

the army. In order to aid our troop*

holding positions near Skywantun. Orloff

sent part of his force from the hills and
attacked the enemy In the direction of

the village of Sakbomoon. This move-

ment was carried out In corn fields. Our
men met with a frontal and a flank fire,

and. losing their bearings In the com
fields, began to retire. The troops re-

malnng In the hills also retired west wan!

By that time Orloff's detachment was
within a mile and a third of our othe-

forces. Orloff himself was wounded, at

quently died.

After the evacuation of the position

which bad been Intended to serve as a
base for our attack, the Japanese ex-

tended northward and occupied the whol<-

range of hills and the Yentai mines.

Samsonoff'g sotnla of Cossacks dis-

mounted and defended our positions with

the utmost courage, but were gradually

driven back.

The enemy was now established In an
extremely strong position oa tbi
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and It would have been too hazardous for

our left flank to attack them, in view of

the losers sustained in the previous five

days. We therefore withdrew to the

village of Tallenko and I decided to re-

tire to Mukden, the retreat being accom-

plished on September 7th. The evacua-

tion of Llaoyang began and was con-

cluded on the morning of September Rh.

All our equipment was removed and

there wax no time to save the commis-

sariat re-serves, which were sufficient to

last the whole army eight days. The*?

were all destroyed. The pontoon

bridges were dismantled and carried off

by the troops, while temporary pontoons

were burned and the railway brldg-;

wrecked. The army retired in perfect

order. The enemy attempted to pursue,

but were repulsed.

Precautions were taken on September

3rd and 4th to prevent a turning move-

ment from the east. The Japanese to

the southward took no vigorous initiative,

but General Kuroki assumed the offen-

sive to the eastward. Our detachments

holding positions at Tallenko sustained

a furious night attack, which was parti-

cularly desperate on September 5th. We
our position, but suffered heavy

one regiment, which bore the

brunt of the fighting, losing BOO in killed

and wounded.

By evening of September 5th the

danger of a simultaneous attack on our

front and left flanks had disappeared.

The removal of our artillery, transport,

and baggage trains was effected in the

face of immense difficulties, but was suc-

cessfully concluded. Our retirement on

Mukden on September 7th was

by a strong rearguard of cavalry

We abandoned nothing from

to the time of our arrival at

Mukden. Our engineers worked with the

greatest devotion. Throughout all the

fighting they rendered Invaluable service

in making and repairing roads and assist-

ing in the railway traffic.

ferred to in the dispatches from the

A Russian correspondent says Kuropat-

kln's strategy was upset by the failure

of Major-General Orloff to hold Genera!

Kuroki 's extreme right. According to

this correspondent, Kuropatkln's plan

was to catch Kuroki after he had crossed

the Tattze River by a quick and clever

movement. Orloff's mission was to at-

tack desperately, on September 2nd. the

front of General Kuroki's army, which

had marched north-west to hold him and.

if possible, to drive him back toward*

Kuropatkln, while the latter, severing

kuroki'* communication, struck with all

his might at his flank and rear, but

Orloff was unequal to the task assigned

to him. His division had Just arrived

from Russia and its fighting efficiency

was not known.

When he struck Kuroki. Orloff was

wounded early in the fight and was com-

pelled to hand over his command. To
make the matter worse, the horse of his

chicr of staff bolted. The division could

not resist the onslaught of Japanese

troops and gave way and retreated. In

the meanwhile Kuropatkln was just

launching his attack, but when he found

the Japanese were turning Ills left he

was compelled to abandon the offensive,

withdraw, and order a retreat. As It

turned out, however. General Stakelberi;

had come to Orloff's relief and checked

the Japanese flanking movement Just be

fore they reached Yentai. Had Kuropat-

kln held on a little longer, the fate or

the day might have been dlfforent, as this

was the critical moment for Kuroki re-

The Daily MaiVt correspondent with
General Kuropatkin's srmy. under date
of September 8th. wrote an Interesting
analysis of Russian strategy at the battle
of Llaoyang. bestowing the highest praise
upon Kuropatkin's skilful handling and
withdrawal of the weak, scattered Rus-
sian forces without demoralisation

—

without, in fact, suffering the army to

even understand that it was being with-
drawn, and thus repairing blunders due
to Viceroy AlexelefTs Ignorance and
General Stakelberg's wild southward ad-
venture, forced by the superior authority
of the Emperor.

The correspondent said :
—" It is too

early as yet to speak of the appal-
ling and almost inconceivable diffi-

culties that faced Kuropatkln during the
first phase of the campaign. Some day
It will be known how many, or rather

|

how few. troops he had when he arrived
in Manchuria, and what proportion, or
rather disproportion, were keen, ardent

|

young soldiers of Russia. Russia will

know how far Siberian levies were
i-quippcd and qualified for the task they
had to perform, and when the facta are
known the world will realise the enor-
mous responsibility cast upon this silent,

resolute man. and with what strength,

silence, and resolution he faced and con-

quered it." ^^^^^^^^
THE CAPTURED BLOCKADE

RUNNER " SISHAN."

The
prehended by the

Newchwang, is to be

British

which was ap-

authorities at

to Japan. The
wered and the

on the vessel.

Wednesday, October 12//*.

rilHK appearance was recently reported

of Russian cavalry at Alyang-

plenmun, some seventy miles east of

Llaoyang and many miles from thelr

base. Alyangplenmun is situated thirty

miles north-east of Fulnhancheng, and

the fact that the Russians should oe

reconnoitring so far from Mukden nas

tary circles. A Tokyo dispatch says the

object of the Russians in venturing so

far east is doubtless that of preventing

any outflanking movement on Mukden of

the Japanese by threatening their flank

and rear. General Kuropatkln Is doubt-

less anxious to maintain the status quo

at Mukden, while he concentrates his

second army in the vicinity of the

railway. When this Is accomplished It Is

thought the Russians will move In the

direction of Wushun. twenty miles north-

east of Mukden, and threaten both flank

and rear of the Japanese right wing. The

Llaoyang may therefore be wRh the

object of checking the Japanese, and

allowing Kuropatkln time to carry out his

projects.

General Kuropatkln's message to his

troops, published In yesterday's Issue, in

which he announced the Tsar's Inflexible

determination to conquer the Japanese,

and also that the time is approaching

when the Russians must assume the

offensive, will doubtless accomplish its

object In rallying the spirits of the Rus-

sian troops, but at the same time even

those who sympathise with Russia will

feel that such things are better left

unsaid. The Tsar's determination no

more than General Kuropatkln's deter-

mination will change the course of the

war If Japanese ability in the future is

up to the sample displayed hitherto. Tte

Japanese, unfortunately, have a name for

entering with zest into an undertaking,

and then allowing their energy to flxxle

out. but this Is not likely to occur in such

a life-ami -death struggle as the present

war. We have, however, yet to experience

the results of a heavy Japanese defeat

:

whether they wilt bear their defeat as the

Russians have borne their reverses

hitherto. These considerations aside, it

would be much more dignified for the

Russians not to attempt to read their

own horoscope, but to do.

Renter reports In another column thai

by superior tactics the Russians fore-

stalled the Japanese In the occupation of

a place called Benlaputse. which we are

unable to And on any map. The fightln

was not serious, and from Information

reaching Tokyo the position appears to

have been retaken next morning. The

Japanese claim that they were driven

from It by superior numbers.

A Reuter s telegram of the 10th Instant

reads :
—
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there 1* do official news obtainable,

but private telegrams announce the

occupation of Benlaputse, the Japanese

being out-manoeuvred and failing to hold

the position. The fighting was not ap-

parently of serious Importance.

Tte Tsar, proceeding to Reval, occupied

t*a lours in the inspection of the Baltic

A Beriin message of the

as follows :

—

The Tsar and Tsarltsa. accompanied by

tie infant Tsesarevitch. have reviewed the

B»;iic squadron at Reval. The squadron

continue to

of coal at Eng-

LOSS OF A JAPANESE WAR
VE8SEL.

Admiral Hosoyo. commander of the

third division of the Japanese Fleet, has

made the following report, which was
published yesterday by the authorities :

—
" The war-ship ' Helyen,' which was on

pard duty In the direction of Pigeon Bay
on that

<taj. As a result of a search after the

.nd two men belonging to the

slip were found on Shomyaku Island.

According to the statements of these

survivors, and the report of the Captain

of the ' Salyen,' who was ordered to

search for the ' Helyen.' while the vessel

was co-operating with the army she was

ordered on guard duty on September 18th.

On the evening of that day. the

; -wind and r*ln, when she waa about

to return to her rendezvous. While

•teaming she struck a floating mine on

the starboard amidships and waa blown

«p. She sank In about four or five

minutes. It waa dark at the time, and

tht Captain, the Navigating Lieutenant,

and other officers of the watch were on
the bridge. When the ' Helyen ' struck,

the crew lowered two boats, but these were

swamped bofore leaving the ship. Those

In the boats jumped into the water, and

of them are supposed to have been

• The search made by the ' Salyen and

easels has been rewarded by the

discovery of the four survivors mentioned,

and It Is to be deplored that no news can

be gathered regarding the rest of the

crew. High seas and winds, which con-

tinued unceasingly after the disaster, may
have been responsible for the loss of the

vessel as much as the mine. Fourteen

officers, including Lieutenant-Commander

service at the time of the

thus their lives were saved."

The " Helyen " was a second-class coast

defence vessel of 2,185 tons, launched In

1&88. with a speed of in«£ knots. She was

taken from the Chinese In the war of

1894-5.

LOOTING AT LIAOYANG.

Uaoyang did not escape the looting of

soldiers, Japanese and Russian, during

the few days a month ago that law and

wiring from Uaoyang via Tientsin, goes

so far as to say that the looting has few

parallels in the annals of warfare. Three

armies on three different days had pos-

session of the city, and engaged In acts

of depredation.

When the Russians entered Into the

occupation of Llaoyang, the correspondent

continues, they built a model Russian

city outside the old walled Chinese crty

and thousands of troops

within Its gates. When the

drove the Russians out of

hills the Russian soldiers realised that the

town mast fall and forgot all discipline.

They looted the town, sparing neither

Chinese nor European shops, destroying

what they could not carry away. They

wantonly destroyed great quantities of

food stuffs and other goods, ripping open
bales, bags, and toxes with the ever-ready

bayonet and scattering their contents

over the streets. Much liquor was found,

and the soldiers, becoming drunk, com-
mitted further excesses.

During the interim of the departure of

the Russians and the arrival of the

Japanese, the Chinese soldiers and police

finished the work the Russians began,

pillaging the shops that were not found

by the Russians. Then when the Japanese

came they completed the looting. They
had been lighting for Ave days without

food, except drv rice, and broke loose

upon entering the town. The Japanese

looted right and left. The shops having

already Buffered, the Japanese turned

their attention to the private houses.

food principally, but over-

Thls was the first time

in this war that the Japanese were guilty

of looting a captured city, and thsir

officers were much disturbed by the out-

break. When order was restored the

Japanese soldiers were taken out of the

walled city and now are not allowed

Inside without a special pass. The Rus-

sians burned great quantities of sup

ENGAGEMENT NEAR MUKDEN.

RUSSIANS CARRY A POSITION.

A Tokyo dispatch states that the Rus-

sian forces at Mukden, which have shown
an inclination to take the offensive within

the past few days, commenced a general

assault at daylight on the 10th Inst, on

the whole Japanese line from Yental to

Honkelko and Pingtaitze on the south-

east, and to Changtan on the north-west.

The strength of the

which attacked In the direction of

Honkelko on Monday amounted to three

or four divisions, •bout ten times that of

the Japanese. The Russians carried the

position, but It was recovered by the

Japanese yesterday morning.

Thursday. October 13th.

AFTER receiving several unofficial and
i* rather contradictory reports regarding

the disposition of Japanese and Russian*

« the front, the public perspective was
cleared yesterday by the issue of dis-

patches from the Commander-in-Chief
and General Kurokl, In which the posi-

tion of the Russians and the Japanese

operations are given In detail. At the

same time a remarkable dispatch arrives

from St. Petersburg, the allegations in

which seem to be supported by the Japan-
ese reports. The latter, however, do not

convey any Information as to the advan-

tages or disadvantages of the Japanco
position, though it Is admitted that In

but these were afterwards re-established

A reference to the map will show that

the Russians have been b» far south as

twenty-five miles due east of Llaoyang. at

Chaotau, where they arrived. It appears,

from Aiyangplenmun. Marshal Oyamt
speaks of at once attacking the Russians

to check their concentration, And In-

formation reaching us late last nigh*,

shows that another battle is In progress

The news received regarding the posi-

tion at Port Arthur is not of an unex-

pected character, and In part may be

correct. Nothing Is more probable than

that the town has been seriously damaged,

and also that the war-ehlps In the harbour

have suffered. If this waa not so It would

be rema.rka.ble indeed. It Is also possible

that outlying forts have been captured,

just as It Is Inevitable that the whole

must be captured If the Japanese persist.

But untn mors authoritative news arrives

it will not be generally credited that any
of the beleaguered troops have sur-

rendered. At best the news Is a series of

rumours, probably originating in some
stray Chinese and being quickly tele-

graphed to and from various well-known

points, like Chefoo and Newehwang.

The Hippo* regards the Issue by the

Headquarters of an account of the Army's

operations at Port Arthur as some In-

dication of the early fall of the fort res*.

It being implied that the authorities
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would not publish any statement of the

progress of those operations If the neces-

sity for secresy waa not approaching an

end. According to the Government's re-

port. In the three days' fighting at the

end of July the Russians lost about a

thousand In killed and wounded, while

the Japanese casualties from July 22nd

to 28th. Including the heavy fighting

of the three days, amounted to

4,024. It will be seen that this was at

the very beginning of the fighting at

close range, and It is known that the

losses during August were much heavier

The .Vippon recognises that an army as-

sailing a stronghold must suffer more

heavily than the defenders, and especially
i

so In the case of Port Arthur, the de-

of which represent all that the

military engineer can accomplish

The reported Japanese withdrawal

without a struggle Is Interpreted In St.

Petersburg as a decision on the part of

the Japanese to concentrate every avail-

able man on the immediate defence of

Liaoyang,

General Kuropatkln Is taking every

precaution against defeat, and is con-

structing numerous defences on the line

of his

DISPOSITION OF THE RUSSIAN
FORCES.

With regard to the occupation of a

Japanese position by a Russian .force,

reported by Reuter. the Russian military

agent at Shanghai has received the fol-

lowing report from St. Petersburg :—" As

the result of operations In the vicinity of

the high land occupied by the right wing

of the Japanese Army, the Japanese re-

treated from their position near Benla-

putze, which Is about 40 versts south-east

of Mukden. The advance guard first re-

treated and the main force followed at

night, going southwards, and their posi-

tion waa Immediately occupied by the

Russians. Skirmishes have taken place at

a point about thirty versts south of

Mukden between the opposing advance

A London telegram published In the

Atahx states that General Kuropatkln has

expressed the opinion that "Marshal

Oyama Is putting his head into the mouth

of a lion and that he cannot expect any

further success." Marshal Oyama Is,

however, In a position to reflect that the

lion has had bis teeth blunted somewhat.

A Newchwang message announces that

the cargo of the British steamer

" Stshan," recently captured at New-

conslsts of 60,000 pounds of

beef. Quantities of rice, flour, and

in addition to 390 head of cattl-

and 100 head of sheep.

A Reuter s telegram dated the 10th In-

stant reads :
—

The St. Petersburg Bourse Gazette pub-

lishes a telegram from Mukden, dated the

9th October, to the effect that the Japan-

ese main army Is retiring In a southerly

direction. The Japanese, continues the

telegram, are abandoning not only the

positions occupied after the battle of

Liaoyang. but some of those

fore the battle The right wing

back ten miles south during the last few

days, and has evacuated

Reuter's correspondent at St. Peters-

burg wires that General Kuropatklns

proclamation was only generally known

there to-day. The papers contain en-

thuBiastlc leading articles, quoting there-

in the most striking passages of the

document and eulogising General

Kuropatkln. while they also anticipate

a speedy triumph of the Russian

Army. The effect produced In St.

Petersburg by the publication of the

proclamation Is two-fold. The mass of

the public Is undoubtedly dazzled by

General Kuropalkln's words, and Is con-

fident of his ability to crush the Japanese,

while Government and military circles

anticipate a favourable Issue of the Rus-

sian advance ; but. nevertheless, a feeling

of great nervous tension Is observable.

It Is presumed that General Kuropatkln

has now fifty thousand more men In tie

Held than was the case at Liaoyang.

•

A message from Berlin, dated the 11th,

General Kuropatkln's Goneral Order to

the troops In the field has been adversely

criticised by moat of the German papers.

The idea of appointing the Grand Duke

Nicholas to the supreme command of the

troops In Manchuria has been abandoned.

The Journal de 8t. Petersburg declare?

that the desire for peace cannot be

fulfilled as far as Russia Is concerned.

The Tsar, addressing the officers and

crews of the Baltic Fleet at Reval, said

he hoped they would all fight heroically

for Russia and revenge the destruction

by the Japanese of the " Varyag " and

"KoryeU" at Chemulpo, and so defeat

the enemy. He wished them all bon

A later message states that the depar-

ture of the Baltic Fleet has again been

postponed, owing to new difficulties which

have

BLOCKADE RUNNER
CAPTURED.

Admiral Hosoya, Commander of the

third division of the Japanese fleet, tele-

graphed yesterday that according to a

wireless telegram from the guardshlp

" Otowa," the destroyer " Shlrataka " had

captured the steamer " Fuplng," which

was attempting to run the blockade at

Port Arthur with a

of munitions of wsj

REPORTS OF JAPANESE

A BATTLE IN PROG*

The following reports on the position of

the Russians at Mukden, supplied by the

wing commanders, have

by the Imperial

Right Wiso—This morning (the 9th

Inst) the enemy crossed the Taltze

River to the left bank at Wei-nlng-ying,

and advanced to Cbaotau, intercepting

our communications between Honkelko

and Cbaotau. The enemy's force consists

of about one brigade of Infantry and 2,000

cavalry, with two guns. The forces In the

country on the right bank east of

Honkelko have Increased to one brigade

of Infantry. 1.600 cavalry, and 8 guns,

In the direction of Talln

ments of Russian Infantry which* re-

mained at Menkaho and Hakkashi ad-

vanced southwards, apparently followed

by more forces. At 2 o'clock In the

afternoon two regiments of Infantry

arrived at the Upper Lluhotze and at the

same time a regiment of cavalry occupied

Lower Lluhotze. The force which haft

atrlved at Jotatsuko consists of one divi-

sion, and these are already facing our

Minnix Coiajis.—The strength of the

enemy In this direction was about one

dlvlBlon till this morning (9th Inst ), and

they were posted from Zenguekwaten to

Hunkoho by way of Llutungkou. In the

afternoon a detachment began to ad-

vance along the railway, and the van Is

already at South Wullchlah. Infantry is

advancing from Llutungkou. and Its

strength Is not less than three battalions.

The forces marching along the railway

extend for about five miles. About a

regiment of Infantry is on the high land

east of Hunkyoho.

Left Wi*a.—The enemy In this direc-

tion shows no activity, but It appears that

the main force remains In the vicinity of

Llutungkou and Sunchatal. The right

wing has sent reinforcements to the as-

sistance of the Guards at Chaotau. Our

position In the direction of Kunsho has

been attacked since the 7th Instant. A
detachment was sent this morning to

assist the guard In the direction of

Honkelko and fighting Is In progress.

The situation there is yet unknown.

Continuing Marshal Oyama reports:—
" The centre and left wing are engaging

the enemy on their respective fronts I

Intend to assume the offensive to-

morrow morning and attack the enemy's

main force. In order 10 disconcert th*

enemy before they have concentrated on

the left !>ank of the Hun River."

A report of the Commander of the

right wing, received on the morning of the

10th, reads as follows :—" Communica-

tions with the Honkelko detachment have

engaged a force for about twelve*

of the 9th. sad
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fighting was desperate In the vicinity of

Honkeiko. All the positions were held.

About a brigade of the enemy remains at

Welnlngying, and a large force arrived

at Talln late last night. At Domonshlrel

there Is a force of about one brigade.

Last night the enemy advanced and there

•was some fighting. Reinforcements sent

to Honkeiko arrived at Kwarcnsal at

4 o'clock in the afternoon, a detachment

rmaing Honkeiko at 9 o'clock, and a

»ond detachment occupied Domonshlrel.

TV Russian troops are assembled at

Plngshankou and Taigyoho. In this

ar'lon Colonel Hlrata was wounded."

An official dispatch Issued by tho

Japanese late last night states that the

Russians In the neighbourhood of Mukden
have been repulsed In all directions, and

that two positions captured by the Rus-

sians have been retaken by the Japanese

in the direction of Honkeiko. At one

point the Russians left many dead and

wounded on the field.

PORT ARTHUR.

News reached Tokyo ypsterday that in

consequence of the heavy bombardment

of the Japanese artillery in the past few

days, and also because of the want of

food, a body of the troops at Port Arthur

showed a white flag and surrendered to

the Japanese. The greater part of the

' city Is reported to have been destroyed

by the continued bombardment.
Similar news was received by the

Asahi from Newchwang.
A later telegram received In Tokyo

says the firing of the heavy guns used

by the Japanese during the three days,

the 7th, Sth, and 9th. showed destructive

effects, and two forts on the south-east

of Isu and Electric Hills wcr? taken.

News reaching Tokyo from Chefoo
states that two or three days as" the

Japanese artillery was directed ayalnst

the Russian war-ships In the harbour of

Port Arthur, and a fort which protected

the Stoessel fort and was considered vital

was captured.

No official report has been Issued.

Friday, October \Ath.

^THROUGHOUT yesterday official news

from the front indicated the complete

of General Kuropatkin's plan of

alt so auspiciously opened a few

and this failure appears to

be due to the fact (hat the Russian

tactics were anticipated by Marshal

Orama. who. instead of waiting to re-

ceive attack, boldly advanced to deliver

a counterattack. After several days'

fighting the Russians are now In full

r»treat, with the loss of nearly forty guns.

No estimates are given of the losses in

itifn on either side. but. considering the

forces engaged and the nature of the

fighting, these will probably be small.

There appears to have been little heavy

fighting, but a good deal of marching am!

countermarching. It has been a battle

In manoeuvres in which the Russian Com
aiander has been skilful and cautious,

but finds himself compelled to retreat be-

icre the spirited advance of the Japaness,

v.c by advancing to meet the danger

hare probably averted disaster.

The Japanese positions extended for

some forty miles, from Changton. ten

miles north of Llaoyang. to Kansho, some

thirty-five miles east of Llaoyang—that

Is in an east-south-easterly direction. The
Rissian3 advanced from Mukden lu three

the right wing moving in Oku'a

but concentrating with the

bodies, which bore down on the

Japanese positions at Honkeiko and Hel-

yicg-tal, and the left advancing through

the bills on to deneral Kurokl at Kansho.

The Russians then concentrated in line

ct battle, but In almost every cose were

at once driven back and aro now In full

retreat

The news received lost night with re-

to General Mtatchenko and his

cavalry will be received with surprise,

and It is still more surprising that

nolhing has been heard of this force in

Marshal Oyamajs reports. About a werl'

ago. a force of Russian cavalry, two thou-

sand strong, was reported in the neigh-

bourhood of Alyangpienmun, seventy

miles east of Llaoyang, and it was sup-

posed the object of this body so far away
rrom the main force was to threaten

Kurokl's flank. The cavalry were lator

reported at Chaotau (now occupied by

Kuroki). twenty-five miles east of Llao-

yang. A rapid advance ot the Japanese

would certainly have cut off the cavalry

from their base, and although we are in-

clined to doubt the report of General Mia-

trhenkos present situation, nothing has

been heard of him. and the Japanese

Commander has made no reference what-

ever to this body, which of course may
have returned the way It came. A catch

of this magnitude would soon be known
In Jaj>an.

•

A Reuters telegram dated London, the

nth instant, reads :—
A telegram from Mukden to St. Peters-

burg states that an artillery duel was
fought all day on Sunday. The Russian

right wing and centre were engaged, and

the Japanese were everywhere falling

back, pressed by the Russians.

dated the 12th instant

Is as follows t
—

The Russian occupation of Sabepu, mid-

way between Ycntal and Mukden, is con-
' firmed. The subsequent fighting cost the

Russians less than a hundred casualties,

and occurred during a driving dust-storm,

to which the Russians had their backs,

while the Japanese had to face It.

The weather Is Intensely cold, an

of the troops are frost-bitten.

A later i

Great anxiety prevails at St. Peters-

burg with reference to General Mist-

cbenko's cavalry, whereof nothing haa
been heard for two days. This coincides

with a Reuters telegram from Tokyo
Btatlng that a Russian Brigade with 2,000

cavalry and two guns crossed the Taltze

Ho on October 9th, with the object or
striking the position occupied by General

Kuroki, but that the Japanese cut off their

retreat and hoped to captur

Reuter's St. Petersburg

says the Baltic squadron, consisting of

forty-two ships, has sailed from Reval for

A Berlin telegram dated the 12th

Instant is as follows:—
A report from St. Petersburg says the

Baltic fleet has sailed. Admiral Beso-

brasoff (formerly Commander at Vladivo-

stok) has been appointed to I

mand, and Admiral Hupt second in i

mand.

Rear-Admiral Greve has been appointed

Commander of the city of Vladivostok,

and Admiral Jessen Commander of the

first Pacific squadron.

President Roosevelt has asked the Rus-

sian Government what has become of the

American mail conveyed by the steamer
" Calchas." the vessel which was captured

by the Russians and sent to Vladivostok.

[The American mall by the "Calchas,"

marked as "delayed." was delivered In

Kobe some weeks ago ]

THE "8ISHAN" AT 8ASEH0.

The steamer " Slshan." which was re-

cently captured at Newchwang by the

Japanese, was brought to Sasebo on

Wednesday for examination by the Prize

Court.
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FIGHTING BETWEEN LIAOYANG
AND MUKDEN.

Marshal Oyama makes the following

report under date the 10th Instant :
—

Right Wimg.—A large force of Russian

Infantry occupies the elevated country

east of Sanchatze. and a strong column
of Infantry is In Yokako valley, while an

infantry regiment is near Jotatsuko

These bodies are throwing up defence

works over an extensive ar.«a. A force

with artillery advance*! about 2 o"clock in

the afternoon towards Vpper l.ulhotze

and Lower Luihotze. An elevation east

of Honkeiko was carried by the Russians

after a desperate attack and another ele

ration midway between Honkeiko anJ

Kwarensai was also carried, the latt'r

by a night attack, but our Honkeiko de-

ta-hment held its position. Taking ad-

vantage of the dense early mist, our

force* this morning recovered the posi-

tion of Honkeiko, and also the eminence

between that place and Kwarensal. The

Russian artillery and Infantry remain

facing the right of the right wing and

fighting Is in progress, all along the line.

At 11 o'clock this morning their cavalry

charged our position east of Kwarensal.

A desperate bayonet encounter ensued

and the charge was repulsed, the Rus-

sians retreating and leaving behind a

large number of dead and wounded. Re-

ports up to this evening state that the

enemy has received large reinforcements,

while our forces are holding their posi-

tions.

The Centre—The right wing of this

division occupied an eminence east of

Klmuntze this morning, while the left at-

tacked the enemy at Wulitattze east of

Kochl. At sunset our troops had not

carried the position.

Larr Wise—The right wing of this

division, which occupied the country

in the vicinity of Kokatze, attacked

the Russians of all arms on Wull-

tal bill and near Santaltze In co-opera-

tion with the left wing of the centre. The

troops succeeded In occupying Sbuan-

taltze and Jltaltze. The centre column

of the left wing advanced to Sentaishl

and Kangchatal and attacked the enemy,

occupying the position of

which was evacuated. The left

attacked Silaoshantun and continued the

advance to Kwakkaton. Our outpost at

Kansho surprised the enemy before day-

break this morning, and compelled them

to retreat north-cast.

A later dispatch from Marshal Oyama
•of the 11th Instant is as follows :

—
RtuitT Wise—At about 10 o'clock on

the morning of the 11th, Ave Russian

batteries of artillery opened fire on

different point* of the Honkeiko detach-

ment : an infantry regiment is pressing

the right flank, and Ave battalions aro

on the centre. Severe fighting ll now in

progress, and an artillery duel Is going

on between Talln and Honkeiko. Artil-

lery fighting Is also In progress In the

direction of Domonshirel. A body of

men sent to the left bank of the TalMe

River drove off the enemy and returned

to the right bank. A few of the enemy's

guns are In the neighbourhood of Tai-

gyoho on the upper part of the Taitze.

I The forces on the highway between

Domonshirel and Honkeiko consist of

two division* of Infantry and 80 guod.

while the strength facing the main body

of our right wing Is not less than four

divisions. Severe fighting Is In progress,

and is In our favour. An attempt was

made to compel the enemy to evacuate

Sanchatze. but this was not accomplished

at sunset General Kurokl will make a

^-neral attack during the night.

The Centre.—A detachment of the

rlg'it In concert with the left of the right

wing marched towards Knkaton this

morning (11th), while another detacft-

inent of the right has gone to llongyutoii

A stubborn resistance was offered by the

enemy to tho left column of the centra

between Hokaton and l.lutungkou, and
the march did not succeed as was hoped.

The strength of the enemy facing '.h>'

left column today appears to be less

than one division.

Leit Wma.—The advance of the army
to-day has been satisfactory. The wing
renewed Its attack on the enemy's posi-

tion at Hanchanpao and Lultungkow. and

the right column has already occupied

Yangchawan and Is now advancing to-

wards l.luaanchatze. The left has ad-

vanced by way of Seltaisht, and the main
force Is now threatening the enemy's

right flank. The Commander of this

wing has resolved to make a night :it-

tack, and If he Is unsuccessful before sun-

down to continue operations to-morrow.

The strength facing the left wing is es-

timated at not less than two divisions.

A dispatch reaching Tokyo on Wednes-

day afternoon (apparently dispatched on

the 11th) says :
—

The situation near Mukden this morn-

ing Is as follows :—The centre of the

right wing carried Rokorin Hill and the

elevated district north of Hakkasht at

5 o'clock, and the left column of the same
wing carried the district north of Jotatsu-

kou. Roth columns gave pursuit

The centre army resumed the offensive

at midnight, and this morning reached

the bills from Sanchatze to Sankaisckl

Hill. The army Is now probably giving

force of the Russian right wing and
I centre is progressing A portion of the
enemy with artillery 1b surrounded and
involved In great disorder. The rest

appear to have retreated northwards In

disorder.

The right wing Commander baa dis-

patched a detachment to Sichaotze to

intercept the retreat of the enemy in the
vicinity of Honkeiko, and it Is expected
the detachment will rea<'h Its destination

by about " o'clock.

The centre i-rmy has captured several

guns ami elsht carts of ammunition.
According to the Russians taken

prisoner. General Kuropatkln, with about
three divisions, was in the rear of his

force, which faced the main body of the

right wing.

The centre column of the left wing has
crushed a powerful force of the enemy
and occupied the vicinity of Koshikal at

about 1.30 p.m.. capturing eight guns.

The enemy retreated northwards In dis-

order. A pursuing detachment Im-
mediately marched for Llusanchatze, and
the right column drove the enemy from
Edoniuru, meeting desperate opposition,

and Is now in pursuit.

At 12.30 p.m. the left column was
storming North Yentat.

The loft wing has continuously at-

tacked the Russians opposed to II since

last night, but without obtaining an ad-

vantage. This wing has been strength-

ened, and an attempt is now being

made to surround the enemy's right flank

and rear.

Under all circumstances it may be con-

cluded that the operations are progress-

ing favourably. In last night's fighting

our centre army captured two guns and

eight cartloads of ammunition. Majo
General Marui and Lieut. -Cut. Kuno were
wounded, and Colonel Yasumura was

The latest dispatch received by the

Headquarters In Tokyo yesterday

states :—
Since my previous dispatch the right

wing has kept up a hot pursuit north-

wards. A detachment sent in the direc-

tion of SichaoUe In order to Intercept the

retreat of the enemy still continues its

operations. Tho centre Is continuing its

march with a view to occupyius Tung-

shankou, Hucba, and Kokashl In the

course of the day. The enemy in thla

direction Is to be observed hurriedly re-

treating northwards. It Is reported that

a large body of the Russians marched

south-eastwards from Kokwaten, and

commenced throwing up defence works

at Zen Kokwaten. The report, however,

remains to be confirmed. In my last

report the number of guns captured by

the centre column of the left wing was

given as eight. This should have been

sixteen. The column still continues the

The following dispatch was received

from Marquis Oyama yesterday morn-
ing:—
The attacks of the enemy in the direc-

tion of Honkeiko have all been repulsed,

and communication between Honkeiko
and Chaotau has now been firmly

established. The pursuit of the

In the attacks on the centre column the

Russians Bhowed remarkable courage, but

they were repulsed on both occasions with

heavy losses by our artillery and Infantry

fire.

The right column of the left wing in

the course of the pursuit captured five

guns and five carts of ammunition. In

all (that is as regards the right column)

25 guns and 5 carts of ammunition hava

fallen into our hands.

The reserves, together with the artillery

corps, moved to the vicinity of KoJUBhl.

A detachment overwhelmefl the enemy at

Hungchatlen, and continues the march

with another force. The number of the

field pieces and ammunition carta

captured by the centre referred to In a
previous report should have been 11

InBtead of 8. The Russians taken pri-

soner by the centre this day are 150

In
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Saturday, October 15th.

YESTERDAY'S news In no way tends to

modify the Impression created by the

retreat of General Kuropatkln, although

itiow know that desperate engagements

bive been fought between the retreating

and the successful Japanese. The
reports received depict Kuropatkln

vigorously directing operations from the

Russian centre. General Sakharoff. In a

report to St. Petersburg, speaks of des-

perate fighting on the 10th north of

Yental, but this must refer to operations

OTer a large area, which engaged tin

Japanese left and centre all day on the

10th. If the present engagement should

prove indecisive. In a very short time we
may expect to hear of the temporary
cet-fcation of battle preparatory to an
assault on the Russian position at

Mukden.

The Atahi correspondent at the front

sends the following special dispatch dated

the 12th Inst., 3.15 p.m. :-
" The enemy advanced east of the rail-

way from Liuho, Sankaisekl Hill, and

811too, and opened a severe artillery Are

os the morning of the 10th, which was
kept up till dusk. The Japanese centre

artillery responded, and the Infantry of

the opposing armies exchanged Ore at

Intervals with only about 6,000 yards be-

tween them. The enemy first appeared

at Honkelko against the right wing on

the night of the nth, the force consisting

of 1,500 cavalry, three divisions of In-

fantry, and 8 guns. On the following day

•bout one division crossed the Taltze

River and threatened our right flank. The
troops defended Talln and Domonshirel

against the Russian attack from three

aides. In which action Colonel Hlrata was

wounded before the enemy was finally

i actions were preliminary

by the

According to a Reuter'a dispatch reach-

ing the authorities. General Sakharoff

reported as follows on October 11th :—" A
desperate battle has been fought to the

i of Yental. The high land there was

and retaken alternately by us and

dered to the front, are both well

known bodies of troops In the Russian

Army. The fourteenth Is famous as

Dragomiroff's division. With It lie

crossed tbe Danube In 187T and held the

Shipka Pass against a Turkish army of

70.000 mom. The fifteenth division has

for several years contributed the Russian

detachment of troops stationed in the

Island or Crete. Lieut Gen. Myloff, who.

it Is stated, will command the ElghJ.

Corps, is a Caucasian with a long war

The report that the crew of the Ataht

dispatch-boat " Hanyel-maru." who were
taken prisoner* by the Russians when
the steamer was sunk some months ago.

have been released from Port Arthur is

now confirmed. A telegram announcing
their safe arrival at Dalny has been re-

ceived by the Foreign Office, Tokyo.

A Reuter's telegram dated the 13th In-

• atant reads :
—

Marshal Oyama has met General Kuro-
patkln's advance with a general advance
of the main strength of his army along

a broad front from the railway line to

Yental. The Russian force was ap-

parently scattered, and tried to strike be-

fore being concentrated.

The two forces were In touch on Tues-
day.

Besides the direct movement, the Rus-
sians are attempting to strike tbe Japan-
ese right at two points widely

THE CASE OF THE " THEA."

DECISION OF THE RUSSIAN PRIZE

COURT.

In the leg. but on the

Apropot of this the correspondent of

the Atahi telegraphs from Linoyang to

•ay that the Deft Wing carried North

Yental at 4 o'clock on the afternoon of

tbe 12th and assumed the offensive along

the whole line. The enemy tried to

strike hard at the centre column.

with heavy losses. The
4 guns at

The fourteenth and fifteenth divisions

of the Eighth Army Corps, now or-

Tbe following decision in tbe case of

the " Thea, given In the Vladivostok

Prize Court on the 37th July last (O S ), Is

reported to have been received by the

Japanese Foreign Office. The vessel, it

will be remembered, was sunk by the

Vladivostok squadron :

—

The Court has examined the case of the

tear Tokyo Bay on the 12th

July, and decides—

(1) The detention of the vessel is legal

according to Art*. 2, 3, lb, 16. and 17 of

tbe Prize Regulations.

(2) There Is no doubt that the vessel In

question was the property of the enemy
at the time, since according to the trans-

port contract, the vessel had been

chartered by the Hokkal 8*ngyo
a Japanese Company, for nine

from the 12th March. 1904. and was In

service In regular navigation between

various ports on tbe coast of Japan,

being granted all the privileges given to

Japanese vessels.

(3) The " Thea " la therefore confiscate!

according to Art. 10 of the Prize Regula-

tions, since she was not sailing in the

capacity of a neutral vessel.

(4) The cargo, consisting of cake and

fish oil. is also confiscated, since It is tbe

property of the enemy.

On the above grounds the vessel and

cargo are considered lawful prizes.

An appeal against this decision must be

entered in the Prize Court at Vlail!voitok

within one month.

THE RUSSIAN PRISONERS AT
MATSUYAMA.

OLD PAYMASTER'S PATHETIC
PETITION.

An Interesting story comes from Matsu-

yaraa. Chief Paymaster Anlslmoff, late

of the cruiser " Rurlk," who to now among
the "Rurlk's" prisoners at Matsuyama.

recently applied to the authorities to be

allowed to return home in consideration

of bis age. The officer, who Is In bla

seventieth year, In a petition addressed

to the committee having charge of the

prisoners, said he had served In the Rus-

sian Navy for forty-nine years. Upon the

outbreak of hostilities he joined the
" Rurlk," which was to be his last period

of service with the navy. The work on

board proved rather exhausting for a

man of his years, but he had done hia

duty and served his country. The old

man says he did not take part In the fight-

ing, but attended the wounded. Owing
to the hardships of his service, and to

injuries suffered when the " Rurik " sunk,

his health was greatly impaired.

The old Russian officer asked the presi-

dent of the prisoners' committee if hia

petition could be referred to the Japanese

Government. If he were released he

would be enabled to enjoy the closing day*

of his life happily with his family at

home. The matter was accordingly re-

ferred to tbe Government, the committee

recommending that the officer be released.

In consideration of the paymaster's age

the Tokyo authorities have therefore de-

stated the old man was so glad on hearing

this decision that he could not restrain

together with the medical officers who
are now detained at Matsuyama.

By the way. we have beard repeatedly

of these Russian medical officers being

sent home " shortly," but the weeks ex-

tend and the medical men continue to be

detained. It is reported that one of the

Russian doctors at Matsuyama belongs to

the Red Cross, whose persons are con-

sidered inviolate under the Genera Con-

vention. He was taken prisoner In one

pears to be at Matsuyama. There Is also

a Russian newspaper correspondent there

who, as he was captured leaving Port

Arthur in a junk, will probably, despite

all promises, be detained until that I

hold falls.
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CAPTURKD BLOCKADE
RUNNER.

Information received In Tokyo In re-

gard to the capture of the steamer
" Fuplng " states that at 9 o'clock on the
morning of the 12th Instant the torpedo-
boat " Shlrataka." off Port Arthur, ob-

•erved the " Fuping." flying the German
flag, near Laotl Hill, and making for

Laotl Hill Point. The steam*
hauled, and upon examlnatloi
to be carrying a considerable quantity of

i and provisions, and a Russian
also on board. Tne " Fuplng "

had come from Taku.

FIGHTING NEAR MUKDEN.

OFFICIAL DISPATCHES

JAPANESE CASUALTIES.

The fighting In the direction of Mukden
Is still In progress. The following dis-

patch reached the Imperial Headquarters
on Thursday night, the 13Ui Inst. :—

" Yesterday the enemy in the direction
of Honkeiko made several counter attacks
on our forces, but were on each occasion
repulsed. The enemy showed signs of
retreat at S o'clock in the afternoon, and
our column In that direction assumed
the offensive this morning. Nothing Is

yet known of the progress of this move-
ment. A large body of cavalry under
General Prince Kan-in advanced to the
left flank of the enemy and dispersed their
reserve. This success was largely respon-
sible for reversing the situation In this

direction. The cavalry Is now advancing I

to the rear of the enemy.
" The right of the Right Wing Is now

attacking the enemy at Chosenrel. while
the centre column has occupied Manl and
Renkwa hills. The left column's right la

now assaulting the remnants of the

enemy on the high land north of

Jotauuko. The operation* of thla Wing
have been hampered, however, by the
natural features of the country.

" The right column of the Centre as-

sumed the offensive at about 10 In the
morning, marching against the high land
north of Hucha and Kokasbl, and
by about 2 in the afternoon the enemy's
artillery there appears to have begun to
retreat

"The right column of the Left Wltig
occupied Hankyoho this morning (13tn),
its advance reaching Hakkashl. The
column, with reinforcements from the
reserve. Is now attacking about one divi

*ion of the enemy In the vicinity of
Knitwaten (or Kwangwhatlen). Th»
enemy* batterIce at Zen Kohaten are
making desperate resistance, and a detach-
ment of the

favourably.

"The detachment of the Centre in
pursuit of the enemy has occupied Llu-
sanchatze, and is now marching in pur-
suit towards Kosul. The right column of
the Left Wing la now attacking the enemy
at Koryoho."

A dispatch reaching the Headquarters,
Tokyo, yesterday morning says :—
"The right column of the Right Wins

Army Corps, which was facing an enemy
of superior force since last dispatch,
having obtained reinforcements, is re-

covering the situation favourably. The
centre column has carried Renkwa and
Manl hills and Is now attacking the
enemy, who la In superior force. The
right wing of the left column has carried
the high land on the north of Jotatsuko.
"The operations of the Centre Army

Corps are progressing favourably, and the
high land north of Hucha and Kokashi
has been taken.

"The centre column of the Left Wing
Army Corps is now attacking Shahopao,
and the right column Kwangwatlen.
Towards sundown the right wins of the
left column attacked I.inshlngpao and a

detachment occupied Banchayuentze,
while the left wing took a line from
Helllntun to Fuchaahan.

" New reinforcements from the rear are
continually arriving at Yental and there-
about*."

A later official dispatch gives the i

ties of the centre column of the Left
Army Corps as a result of the fighting
on the 12th Instant as follows :—
Omens. — Killed— Ensign Muaha

Wounded—Colonel Ota and four others.
Rank and Fiut.—Killed and

Between 300 and 400.

AMERICAN BLOCKADE RUNNER
LOST IN KAMSC1IATKA.

The Chief Officer and twenty-nine men
of the crew of the American ateamer
" Manlola " were landed at Yokohama on
Thursday from Hakodate by the British
steamer "Kllburn." under charter to the
Nippon Yusen Kalsha. and were placed in
charge of the U.S. Consulate.

It Is reported that the "Manlola" wa*
engaged at Shanghai three months ago
to carry provisions, arms, and ammuni-
tion from San Francisco to Vladivostok.
Early last month the steamer got aground
in the Sea of Okhotsk, and the crew
landed on Kamchatka peninsula. Here
they were sighted and rescued by the Bri-
tish cruiser " Algerlne." which was -n
North Pacific sealing waters for the
protection of Rrltlsh sealers, and brought
lo Hakodate. It Is stated that the men
who have arrived at Yokohama are reti-
cent regarding the circumstances of the
dlsasrer to their steamer, as she carrie.l
ontraband for Russia. They are quite

destitute, having nothing except the
clothes they have on. They sustained Ufa
in Kamschatka with raw fish, the only
food they could procure until rescued
The steamer is a total loss. The Captain
of the vessel has arrived at Yokohama by
rail

'

Sunday, October 167/,.

LWOM the official dispatches received yos-A terday It la evident that the fight in
the direction of Mukden is still proceed-
ing, and that the Japanese continue to
hold the advantage. Operations have
now been in progress since the 9th
instant—Just a week—and cover an im-
mense extent of country. As the fields

are now cleared of crops, and there has
been no time to make entrenchments, the
fighting has been in the open, and It I*

probable that the casualties will he much
heavier than during the battle of Liao-
yang. The number of troops engaged on
both sides is very large. According to

information received by the authorities,

the Russian forces in the direction of

Honkeiko are in three divisions—those In

front of the centre roluran of the Right
Wing Army Corps cousist of four divi-
sions

; those in front of the Centre Army
Corps of three divisions ; those In the
direction of Shako. Kwangwhatien, and
Llnshingpao, in front of the ltl B lit Wing
Army Corps, of four divisions. In addi-
tion to a reserve of about four divisions.

If this estimate is correct the total force
of the Russian army advanced a< ross the

H«B River amounts to eighteen divisions.

Taking the strength of each division at

sixteen thousand men, the total Russian
strength must be about 2&g.(KK). We
presume the Japanese force opposed Is of

about equal strength.

According to a Reuter'a telegram.

General Stoeaael reports that the Russians

re-captured Signal Hill at Port Arthur on
the 1st of this month. He admits, how-
ever, that the Japanese are bombarding
the Interior of the fortress from new
batteries, and that the bombardment is

becoming more violent every day. Port
Arthur is evidently making a gallant
resistance, and holds out despite all pre-
dictions.

•
• •

A telegram has been received stating;

that the Japanese guard at Kansho, the
extreme eastern outpost of the Japanese
right, who were attacked by the Rus-
sians, repulsed the enemy on the night
of the 9th Instant. According to the
Russians taken prisoner, the Russian
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casualties In the fighting were 600 in

killed and wounded. The Japanese losses

were two ensigns and one sergeant-major

wounded, 74 of the rank and file killed,

and 38 wounded, while one man is miss-

ing. This report Is said to be authorita-

tive.

The staff of General Oku has tele-

graphed to the Imperial Headquarters to

tie effect that Mr. Kawaahlma Junkichi,

correspondent of the Shinano h'ippo, a

; .mat published In Nagano prefecture,

• as struck by a Russian shot on the

13th Instant while witnessing the fighting

end waa so severely wounded that he died

in a few hours

A Reuter's telegram of the 14th In-

stant reads :

—

The capture of sixteen guns is officially

admitted in St. Petersburg. The Rus-

sian war correspondents agree that the

fighting has been more desperate than

it was at Llaoyang. the combatants on

either side showing a complete disregard

for life. Positions have been taken and

retaken six or eight times daily at ter-

rible cost. There have been frequent

hand-to-hand encounters, both sides

throwing hand grenades with murderous

effect.

General Stoesael reports that on the

1st instant the Russians recaptured Signal

Hill. He adds, however, that the Japanese

are now bombarding the Interior of the

fortress at Port Arthur from new bat-

teries, and the bombardment is becoming

more and more violent

A fuller report of this message has

reached Tokyo. From this It appears

that General Stoessele report is dated

October 6th and reads as follows :-" The

Japanese have constructed more forts on

the north, and the atonning of the fortress

is continued more violently than before.

On the night of October 1st they at-

tempted to approach our north-east forts

by means of trenches, but a force under
Lieutenant-Colonel Qrandlin checked the

attack with volleys of firearms. Then
the Japanese made an stuck on our ex-

treme right and made an assault against

the Signal Hill, situated to the seaward
of Takushan, and carried the position.

Our fort guns were turned on this hill,

and three companies of infantry which
were sent drove the Japanese away and
recovered the position. The Japanese pro-

fusely use explosives cased In tins with

Lyddite fuse, which are thrown Into our
position after being lighted. General

Kondrachenko Is devising new means
every day for repulsing the enemy. The
Japanese have constructed more forts, and
are firing Into the interior of tho strong-

hold. One of the forts Is mounted with

11-Inch mortars and their fire is getting

more and more violent. The enemy has

obtained a reinforcement of several bat-

talions."

CONTINUED FIGHTING.

OFFICIAL DISPATCHES.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama reached the Imperial Headquarters

yesterday (16th) :—
" Rioiit Wiso Abut Coars.—The re-

inforcements obtained by our forces In

the direction of Chaotau arrived this

morning (the 14th Instant). The column

j

under General Prince Kan-in engaged the

enemy at daylight this morning In the

vicinity of Gwaryoson, east of Honkelko,

on the bank of the Tattze River. The

Russians who attacked our position be-

tween Honkelko and Domonshlrei began

to retreat at about 11 o'clock this morn-

ing, and the Honkelko detachment ad-

vanced In pursuit. Our right column,

having obtained reinforcements on the

night of the 13th. is successfully holding

its position on Chosenrel against a

superior force. The left column occupied

Renkwa Hill and the high land on the

north thereof at 7 o'clock this morning.

while the centre column occupied the

elevation of Hisanho (north-east of

Kinsho Hill) on the night of the 13th.

The first line of the left column appears

to have occupied the high land of

Slkoushan at about 9 o'clock this morn-

ing. The situation in the direction of the

Right Wing has Improved since this

morning.
" ci iTsr Abut Cosps.—This Corps

occupied the whole of the high land north

of Tongshankou. Hucha. and Kokashl

this morning, and continued the march.

"Lot Wiko Ajuit Coars.— Definit" re-

ports have not yet been received from

this Corps, but the main force of the

right column appears to have occupied

the high land on the north-east of

Kwangwhatlen at about 11 o'clock this

morning, while the centre column oc-

cupied the high land south of Shahopao

at 7 o'clock. A detachment attacked the>

Russian infantry at Kanka-ashi and

captured 10 guns, when the enemy re-

treated north-eastwards in disorder.

About live companies of Russian infantry

were found taking up a position between

Linshingpao and Tatsurenton, and one

company at Matajen this morning. The

left column Is now attacking these forces.

A battalion of Infantry and a battery of

artillery attacked a detachment of our

left column this morning but were re-

pulsed."

PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF
PRISONERS OF WAR.

The Jiji learns that the Russian Govern-

ment has applied to the Japanese Govern-

ment for the exchange of three Russian

naval officers who were captured with the

R.V.F. steamer " Ekaterlnoslav," agatatt

Japanese prisoners detained by Russia.

The Japanese Government has agreed,

asking in exchange the release of Major

Togo and his party, who were captured

In North Korea In February last. The

Russian officers whose release Is sought

are at present at Matsuyama.

Tuesday, October 18M.

1\HE battle that was entered upon so

vigorously by General Kuropatktn

bids fair to prove his heaviest reverse in a

long list of reverses ; and the nature of

the fighting Is probably unparalleled in

the annals of war, as it Is like the number

of the casualties will be greater than

those of any modern battle. For eight

days the belligerents have fought un-

ceasingly. The fighting opened with a

distinct advantage to the Russians, but

the tide was quickly tuined In favour of

the Japanese, who, by all reports (the

Russians themselves admitting defeat)

have not only maintained their advantage,

but completely routed the enemy.

An authority on matters of warfare haB

•Hated that It Is always safe when

estimating the casualties in modern war

to knock off from 20 to 40 per cent, of

the total, since every wound counts one

casualty and a very large percentage of

rifle shot wounds are such that the men
return to service very quickly. Already

there have been many estimates made of

the Russian losses. Headquarters' officials

have placed th casualties at a hundred

thousand, but Marshal Oyama estimated

the Russian losses up to the 14th Instant.

more probable. Investigations made

by the Headquarters show that 8,560

Russian dead were found on the field

up to the 13th Instant The Russian

losses during their retreat on the

14th and 15th are placed at from five to

six thousand killed, and from thirty to

forty thousand wounded, one total from

the first being given as 17.000 killed and

70.000 wounded. An estimate of the

Japanese losses Is twenty thousand killed

and wounded, but these speculations are

likely to prove wide of the actual figures.

Referring to the retreat of the Russians,

a Tokyo authority says they made their

retreat by three roads, only one of which,

the Mukdn road, Is worthy of the name,

the others being merely defiles be-

tween the hills and hardly passable. It

Is considered that In consequence of

having to push through these wilder-

nesses many men and horses must have
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fallen and perished through lack of food

and warmth. These retreating forces

may concentrate on the left bank of the

Hun River and endeavour to reorganise,

but they are likely to experience great

difficulty in disposing of their dead and

wounded, who must be numerous. It

may be perhaps Impossible for General

Kuropatkln to reorganise such a force

as eighteen divisions, and he may be com-
pelled to fall back on Tiding, leaving a

rearguard at the Hun River. The Tokyo
authority says the Japanese hope that the

Russians will make a determined stand

on the Hun River, so that the defeated

army may be crushed, and the campaign
for the present closed. This, however.

Is not expected, as General Kuropatkln
knows well the disadvantages of making
a slaud on this position.

Marshal Oyama, In a message received

on Saturday nlgnt. mentioned that the

statements of Russian officers captured by

the Centre Army Corps give some Ideas

of the plan of operations and the strength

of the Russian army In the present light-

ing. As soon as the reinforcements

arrived In Manchuria from Europe and

the strength of the army which General

Kuropatkln was able to place on the field

In the vicinity of Mukden exceeded

nine army corps, the Tsar Issued Instruc-

tion (on September 27th) to General

Kuropatkln enjoining him not to retreat

to the north of Mukden by a single stwp.

but to assume the offensive with the least

possible delay, drive the Japanese back

Into Southern Manchuria, and relieve

Port Arthur. In response to the Imperial

command. General Kuropatkln with the

whole of bis forces advanced to the south

of Mukden and assumed the offensive.

The army was formed Into three columns.

The centre column comprised the Flrart.

Fourth, and Fifth Army Corpa under the

command of General Zabaeff and ad-

vanced towards

kwansan ; the left

composed of about two Army Corpa,

marched In the direction of the right

wing of the Japanese, being commanded
by General Stakelberg ; while the right

column, composed of three Army Corps,

advanced in the direction of the left wing

of the Japanese, the reserve of an Army
Corps following after the centre column.

It appears that General Llnevltch. with

the Ussurl riflemen, advanced to the

south-east of Llaoyang by a considerable

detour to the east with a view to cutting

off the

working on the rignt of the

Llnevltch column. The First Army Corps

formed the right wing of the centre

column, the Fourth Army Corps the left

wing, and the Fifth Army Corps the

main body. The Fourth Army Corps was

composed of the 1st to 4th Siberian Re-

st rve Divisions, each division having four

The 9th

was observed to be working to the right

of the 37th Division of the First Army
Corps ( Russian). In the opinion of the

Russian officers the fighting still In pro-

gress will be continued for some while

yet. In this fighting the 37th Division,

es retail)' IU first brigade, suffered very

heavy losses. The first company of the

145th Regiment was annihilated a

kwaiseki Hill, not a single man
Ing. Moreover, all the officers of the

regiment. Including the commander, were

reported to have been either killed,

wounded, or raptured. The 3rd Siberian

Reserve Division has also Buffered very

heavy losses. The numerical strength of

each regiment of this division was about

4,000 when on the field In active service.

After the fighting at l.laoyang, the

strength of each regiment was only

about 2.€00. and as a result of Ae ;erent

encounter the 12th Regiment of this

division is now only about 800 strong. In

this case a captain takes command of

the regiment, ensigns the command of

battalions, while corporals have been

placed at the head of companies. The
losses of other regiments are believed to

be almost as serious as those of the 12th.

Major-Generals Klgoshl, lshimoto and

Okura have been promoted to the rank of

The correspondent of the Atahi at the

front telegraphed on Saturday to say that

Sankwalsekl Hill, which the Alexander

III. Regiment was ordered to hold to the

death by General Kuropatkln. was carried

by the Japanese after desperate fighting

lasting all night of the 11th, when the

commander of a regiment and about 100

men were captured by the Japanese

Centre Army Corps, which also suffered

heavy lossea. The centre column of the

Kurokl Army Corps, which marched from

Chokalton. encountered great difficulties

on the 12th In the fighting at Kokorin Hill.

On receiving assistance from the left and

right columns, however, tbey were enabled

to attack Myokou Hill on the morning M
the 14th. but the operations had to be

suspended late In the afternoon on ac-

count of a heavy thunderstorm. On the

night of the 12th Instant the Kawasaki

Regiment made an attack on Renkwa
Hill. On the following day the same regi-

ment In concert with another regiment

made an attack on Renkwa Hill. On the

following day another regiment at-

tacked SIkouahan. when the cross fire

of the Japanese artillery had a good

effect, and the place was carried In the

evening. There were over 300 Russian

dead left on the field. The eminence on

the north of 8anchat*e Is the highest hill

In this neighbourhood, continues the

correppondent, and it makes a most im-

portant strategical point. The Okasakl

the hill after hard

fighting lasting for two days, and the

Nlhlra battalion was awarded a testi-

monial from General Kurokl for Its dis-

tinguished service. The battalion

suffered heavy losses. Major Nlhlra in

command being

Over 300 dead bodies of

found strewn on the top of the hill.

•

A Reuter's message dated London the

15th Instant reads :
—

Reuter s correspondent at St. Petersburg

reports that the news received from Man-
churia of recent fighting has caused pro-

found gloom. In striking contrast to the

elation evoked by the proclamation re-

cently Issued to the troops in the field

by General Kuropatkln.

are understood to be about 8,000.

• •

A later message is as follows :
—

It Is reported at St. Petersburg that the

French correspondents describe General

Kuropatkln's defeat as a veritable dis-

aster. Reports are current In several

quarters thsit General Kuropatkln's ad-

vance was due to the desperate need of

victory to help stem the tide of popular

discontent which was producing reluct-

ance among the peasantry to go to the

front.

»

to news from Tokyo, a mes-

there from Europe to

the effect that the defeat of the Russian

army in the battle of the Shaho haa

created consternation in the Government

circles In Russia as well as among the

public In general. On the 15th Instant

an Imperial Council was held In presence

of the Tsar, when It appears to have been

decided to mobilise the whole army of

Harbin within the

of the

to have arrived at

ast day or two.

A
16th In

Reuter's Mukden correspondent, tele-

graphing on the 16th. says there was a

lull yesterday, but the battle was resumed

to-day ten miles south-west of Mukden,

and it la now certain that Kuropatkln

will be able to extricate his army, though

he

A Berlin telegram of the 15th reads :
—

The Baltic squadron has returned to

Libau.

•

A message of the following day is as

folows :
—

Twenty-eight

Far

war-ships have

en route to the
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THE GREAT BATTLE OF THE
SHAHO.

OVERWHELMING JAPANESE

OFFICIAL CASUALTY

The battle which has been In progress

In the direction of Mukden Is to be known
in official records as " The Battle of the

Shaho." A dispatch supplementary to

that appearing In our Sunday s Issue was
received at the Imperial Headquarters

from Marshal Oyama on Saturday as fol

In carrying the position. Our detach-

ments are pursuing. The strength of the

enemy at Linshingpao was about one
regiment of infantry and not less than

two batteries of artillery. They retreated

to Shlhotal. where they are halting. A
detachment of the centre column is In

pursuit in the direction of Yukokuton.

The forces of the enemy In the direction

of the left column, which was endeavour-

ing to take the position in the vicinity

of Changliangpao on the left wing of the

Army Corps, were strengthened at about

2.20 p.m.. when the enemy made repeated

onslaughts, which were repulsed. The
strength of the enemy was not less than

" Rioiit Wiso army Corps.—The enemy
in the vicinity of Domonshlrel and Talln.

who faced the Honkeiko detachment on
the right flank of the Army Corps, showed
signs of retreating during the afternoon

of the 14th. The Commander of the

Army Corps thereupon Issued an order to

the detachment to press the enemy hard

to the north and east. The detachment at

once formed Into two columns and com-

menced the pursuit, advancing towards

Pingtaitze and Hatatsuka. The retreating

forces halted In the vicinity of Plennew-
lupao and are throwing up defensive

works there. The right column which
the enemy In the neighbourhood of

finding that the enemy was
for retreat In the afternoon,

lost no time in pressing upon him, and
were ultimately successful In dislodging

the opposing force, following In pursuit to

Dalkakei. The centre and the left

columns in co-operation drove the enemy
towards Slkou Hill and advanced to the

line of the Shaho. The forces confronting

our left column fled In disorder In the
direction of Hoshuho. The enemy's ar-

tillery has taken position near Tungshan
and Is still firing from there. A
ment of the Reserves, which had
Waltan Hlh since the morning of the

14th, after scattering a small portion of

the enemy, observed, at about 3 o'clock in

the afternoon, a column of Russian com-
missaries retreating past the front, and
immediately entered Into pursuit, while a
contingent of the Reserves was sent in

the direction of Shojushtsbt.

"Cent**- Armt Corps.—This Corps
attacked the enemy's positions In the

vicinity of Cbanglin. Mosoa, and Dokahal
this morning (14th), and drove the

to the north of Shaho The Army
Corps has now reached the line of the

"Lot Who Abvt Corps —The main
force of the right column, which ad-
vanced towards Kwangwhatlen, succeeded
In sending the enemy northwards at

about 1 o'clock In the afternoon of the

14tb, and occupied the high land there-

abouts, while the centre column dislodged

the enemy on the high land to the south

of Shahopao and occupied the hill. A
of the centre

our regiments of infantry and ten bat-

teries of artillery.

" In the fighting which was continued

from the 10th to this date (the 14th). our

army ousted a euperlor force of the enemy
In all directions, pursued and pressed him
towards the left bank of the Hun River,

amage. We captured

thirty field guns, took

hundreds of prisoners, and totally

frustrated the enemy's plans, thus suc-

ceeding In nullifying all the enemy's

movements and repulsing the attack on
our army. So numerous Is the number
of the dead bodies of the Russians left

In the different positions that It Is Impos-

sible to take count as yet. We are not

yet In a position to ascertain the extent

of the losses of the enemy, or to give

a list of the trophies taken, etc., as fight-

ing is still In progress ; but the enemy's

casualties are estimated to exceed 30,000

In killed and wounded. The amount of

ammunition, Ac, taken by our army, (a

considerable, besides some thirty five guns

already mentioned, but we have had no

time as yet to take an accurate count.

The dead bodies of the Russians left on

the field and Interred by our army be-

tween the 10th and 13th exceed 2.000,

while there were many killed also on the

14th.

the

detachment of the left column, and made
a charge at abont 4 o'clock In the after-

From a dispatch from Marshal Oyama'B

Staff which reached the Imperial Head-

quarters late on Saturday night the fol-

lowing are given as the Russian losses

In the direction of the Right Wing Army
Corps :

—

" Dead bodies remaining on the left

bank of the Taltte River In the direction

of Honkeiko number 350 ; those In the

rront of the Honkeiko detachment num-
ber 100 ; while 300 were found at Talln :

200 In the vicinity of Domonshlrel ; 200

In the direction of. the right column ;

COO each In the vicinity of Kolkokil and

on the north of Domonshlrel : 300 In the

neighbourhood of Kendo : 154 near Mu-

meljl north of Hanrosan, In the direction

of the left column ; 300 In the country on

the north of Jotatsuko—4,500 In all.

Considerable numbers have been found

at other places, but the lists In regard

to these are not yet completed. The Rus-

sian losses In this direction alone will

be at least 20.000. Prisoners tsken In

the vicinity number 100. Six carts of

ammunition. 2.000 rounds of artillery shot

fell

Other official reports relating to Rus-
sian losses are as follows :

—
" According to a report of the Centre

Army Corps, on the 13th Instant, about

150 prisoners were taken by the Army
Corps, while the Russian dead left on the

field must reach 500. a eouf. now being

taken. On the 14th the Russians left

about 1.000 dead bodies and loo prisoners

were taken, besides which a considerable

quantity of rifles, guns, ammunition, and

other trophies were captured. The total

number of the dead bodies of the Rus-

sians left since the loth Instant In the

direction of the Centre Army Corps Is

estimated at 2.500. The total number of

killed left In the direction taken by the

various Army Corps reaches a total of

8,550. From this may be calculated how
heavy were the Russian casualties as

the result of the desperate battles of the

14th and 15th Instant, and it Is expected

that many more dead bodies will be dis-

covered elsewhere, so that the total num-
ber will probably exceed 10.000."

A dispatch which reached the Head-

quarters on the night of the 14th

states :
—

" We hasten to forward the following

report on the casualties, together with a

rough estimate of the trophies taken in

the direction of our Left Wing Army
Corps.

"The casualties of the Army Corps

In the fighting for five days from
the 10th to the 14th were about 3.000

officers and men kilted and wounded.

The RusslSii dead bodies found and

Interred by the Army Corps during

the four days from the 10th to the 13th

numbered 2,000. On the 14tb, slso, a
large number of dead bodies was left by

the Russians. Tha prisoners taken num-
ber 80. The trophies fallen into our

hands Include more than 30

a quantity of clothing, ftc."

A further dispatch which reached the

Imperial Headquarters on Saturday night

reads :

—

" The main force of the Right Wing
Army Corps has carried the elevation of

Shukabun, and reached the line of the

Shaho, while a Russian fores of about

one division holds a position at San-

Joshlsan, offering stubborn resistance,

"The Centre Army Corps, which
reached the line decided upon, has not

yet (the morning of the 15th) given any
battle worthy of note.

"The enemy In the direction of ths

Left Wing Army Corps continues this

morning to make a stubborn resistance

at several points of Shahopao and Samu-
tun, and the centre column of the Army
Corps Is endeavouring to carry Shaknpan,

while the main force of the right column

Is advancing against Lamutun. About

six batteries of the Russian artillery, oc-

are heavily firing

troops and upon Linshingpao, but ths

Are Is not strong enough to

of our
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Intelligence subsequently

to the following effect :
—

" Small fort t of the enemy remain In

front of the main body of the Right Wing
Army Corps and also on the right bank

of the Shario before the Centre Army
Corps, but have not yet advanced to give

battle. The l-*ft Wing Army Corps

carried Shakopao and Lamutun by the

evening, although the enemy had stub-

bornly resisted. In the afternoon to-day

(15th) a hody of the enemy made

an appee ranee at Wu-Lltajen. on

the left wing of the Left Army
Corps, but was driven away by our

detachment A force of the Russian

cav.ttry remained in the vicinity of

Sandokoshi and was making a resistance

by rundown, while the detachments of

the Centre Army Corps and the Left

Wing Army Corps are now attacking the

enemy."

night a message reached the

stating that matters had

quitted down in front of the Right Wing
and the Centre Army Corps, severe can-

nonading being heard only In the direc-

tion of the Left Wing Army Corps. The

enemy's forces in the direction of Lita-

jentun remain quiescent. A detachment

under Major-Oeneral Yamada captured

one gun and two cartloads of ammunition

in the attack on the htgh land in the

vicinity of Sandokoshi on the night of

the 15th.

sians -nd the

ese. As the

reproduce thorn.

pursuit of the Japan-

onslst mainly of

be found on any or-

hardly necessary 10

On Sunday the Emperor dispatched the

following message to the Army In Man-
churia In recognition of Its victory in

the battle of the Shaho :—
" Our Army In Manchuria has frustrated

the enemy, wh-> took the offensive in

force, having received re-

fresh from home, but Our
Army making a counter-attack, after des-

perate fighting, which lasted several

days, struck such heavy blows that the

enemy was driven to the north of the

Shaho, his plans wholly miscarrying.

We deeply appreciate the loyalty and

courage of officers and men, and the way

they bore the hardships and overcame

the difficulties ol several days' fighting."

A message in appreciation of the ser-

vice of the Army has also

by the Crown Prince.

RUSSIAN OFFICIAL REPORTS.

RETREATS AND DEFEATS.

A dispatch which reached the Head-

Quarters. Tokyo, yesterday morning, states

that small forces of the enemy In the

vicinity of Kokwansal had partly re-

treated to Whalin and partly to Kotalrel

before the pursuit of a Japanese detach-

which occupied Kokwansal. The

" A Russian force of about a brigade Is

assembled In a village about 1,000 metre*

north-west of Fengzlpao, Its artillery

halting at the eastern extreme of the

village. On an eminence north-east of

Tungshan, about two companies are seen

taking up a position.

" No change had taken place till the

afternoon of to-day (16th) in front of the

Centre Army Corps. Since the morning

the enemy came out six times to attack

the position of the left column of the

Left Wing Army, but he was repulsed on

each occasion with heavy losses. Lat-

in the afternoon five to six battalions of

the enemy's Infantry, with two or thre>

batteries of artillery, again came out to

attack the same column, which has now
begun a counter-attack.

" The number of the dead bodies of Rus-

sians picked up in the direction of the

Left Wing Army Increased by about 2.00<»

yesterday, making a total so far of about

4,000. Besides, a considerable numlx<r

have been found In front of the left

column of the Army Corps, but the mint

ber has not been counted."

Other reports have been Issued, all toll-

ing of th» continued retreat of the Kits-

A Reuter's dispatch reached Tokyo on

Saturday giving the reports of General

Kuropatkln and General Salcharoff.

General Kurot-atkin. under date October

13th. says :
—

" The Manchurlan army continued the

lighting on the night of the 12th and

all day on the 13th. The
centrated strong forces

body and the left wing. Our
tinuea the fighting at advance position*,

awaiting the arrival of necessary rein-

forcements from the main body. By sun-

down our right wing had left the ad-

vance position on my order, so as to

maintain the chief position, while the

centre column was obliged to retreat to

the main position at about 3 o'clock in

the afternoon. The reports to hand verify

what I witnessed In person, and prove

that the fighting In all directions was
desperate. Our army frequently took the

offensive and repulsed the enemy. T*e
Tomsk Regiment distinguished itself In

a most courageous defence of Its position.

At the advance position on our right

flank, we made a bayonet attack by night

and succeeded In recovering various vil-

lages taken by the enemy on the previous

day. In the direction of the left wing

desperate fighting Is being continued for

the occupation of Yusando (? Chosenrei).

Our army scaled the steep cliffs and held

this position Tor two days, gradually ap-

proaching the enemy. No report on the

result of to-day's fighting in this direc-

tion has been received. I have ordered

my army to defend our positions to-mor-

row very vigorously."

to malr'- a m.

8 kilometres south of the Sbaoo.
which was occupied on the previous day.
At about 3 p.m. on the same day a Japan-
ese force of about one division and a few
batteries of artillery assumed the offen-
sive between the Mandarin road and
Tsushlntxe. Their advance was checked
by the Are of our advance guards. The
enemy, however, maintained the attack
until the evening. On October Uth the
enemy took the offensive along both aides
of the railway and to the north of the
Yental colliery and a desperate battle
was fought all day. the greater portion of
the enemy's position at the mountain
passes on the east of the colliery having
been carried by us. We had not succeeded
In carrying the wooded high land by 5

o'clock In the afternoon. We could main-
tain the whole line of our advance posi-

tion on October Uth, but in parts

minor positions were quitted In order to

the

General Kuropatkln reported In a later

dispatch on the 13th :
—

" According to reports to hand up to

1 o'clock this afternoon, two of our left

wing regiments suffered heavily on the

12th and retreated, abandoning their

guns. The commander of the brigade was
wounded, and a regimental commander
was killed. Colonel Wonovsky took com-
mand of the brigade, and resumed the

fighting, recovering all the guns pre-

viously abandoned with the exception of
sixteen. The fighting In that direction on
the 12th ended in the defeat of our army,
the enemy making a night attack and we
being compelled to retreat. The guns
recovered by us again fell Into the

enemy's hands, and we retreated to the

position at the Shaho."

The report of General Sakharoff. dated

October 11th, reads :
—

" On October loth the Manchurlan army

Gen-ral Sakharoff on the 14th re-

ported :
—

"The fighting continued on the 13th

The enemy pressed our right wing and
obstinately attacked Shollaokutxe (? San-

dokoshi), but we held out and repulsed

the attack several time*. Our

right also held ita position. Our
In the vicinity of Shollaokutxe. which
had advanced from the position of the ex-

treme right, were ordered to retreat after

holding the position until dusk in order

to avoid being Isolated. The retreat was
made In perfect order at 6 o'clock In the

evening. On the 12th our left wing main-

tained the attack on Sando (! Chosenrei).

The enemy made a stubborn resistance,

but we succeeded In occupying a high,

rocky elevation In the vicinity of Sando.

The enemy received large reinforcements,

and It being feared that our troops might
be isolated, they were ordered to retreat

for a short distance. In the flyhtlng on
the 13th, the 4th Rast Siberian, 5th

Irkutsk, and 45th Wlborg Infantry Re-

giments distinguished themselves. Our
lot-ses in the fighting for three days are

very heavy."
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Wednesday, October Idth.

A TOKYO dispatch states that the fight-

lng at the Shaho has been concluded
for the present but Is not ended. The enemy
till continue* to attack In the direction

of the Left Wing Army Corps, probably

to protect the retreat of the extreme Rus-
sian right wing. In other directions the

Russians have made a general retreat,

fiat It la to be remembered, says the dis-

patch, that there Is still a large force

which has not yet been placed on the

fltld. This force la In a good position to

guard the whole line of the Russian re-

treat. Perhaps It is due to the protection

afforded by these fresh troops that the

enemy on the right bank of the Shaho has

baited, and maintains his positions

the march of the Japanese,

the circumstances, the Russians

again take the offensive at any
time. Their movements suggest such

tactics, and It is therefore impossible to

conclude that the fighting at the Shaho

The AmuM learns that the Commander
of the Alexander III. Regiment, who was
made prisoner at Sankwalsekl Hill by

the Japanese, is a Colonel of the 145th

Regiment of the St. Petersburg Flrr.t

Army Corps. The Colonel took the field

for the first time in the fighting with

the Japanese Army Corps. Major-General

Murata is well acquainted with this officer,

and when at St. Petersburg on several

occasions dined with him. Lieut-Colonel

Tanaka, who spent some time In St.

Petersburg, studied tactics with the Rus-

Tbe report published In Paris recently

that Rear-Admiral Prince CkMomsky had

tried by court-martial, sentenced to

nd shot for disobeying the order

not to return to Port Arthur after the

sortie of the Russian squadron on August

10th, Is stated in St. Petersburg to be

sntrue. The Prince was not tried by

ceurt martlal, but was recalled.

With regard to the Vladivostok Prize

Court s decision in the case of the " Cal-

ehas '• the London Globe of the 14th ult

says that the decision to confiscate Hint

portion of the cargo consisting of flour,

cotton, and timber consigned to Japan, il

confirmed by the Russian Supreme Conn.

amounts to a complete Ignoring of the

protest lodged by Great Britain at St

Petersburg at the Inclusion of provisions

in the Russian list of the contraband of

war. The paper adds :
—

" It has also been stated In behalf of

his Majesty's Government In the House
of Commons that raw cotton would only

be regarded by Russia as contraband

when destined to make explosives. The
manifest shows there were thirty-elx bales

of cotton on board the 'Calchas' con-

signed to trading companies in Japan
ihe shipment from America also was
purely commercial. The decision of the

Prlxe Court if allowed to pass unchal-

lenged by Great Britain amounts to

nothing less than a prohibition of com-
merce between this country and Japan "

A Reuter's telegram dated London the
17th Instant reads :

—
Japan Is placing large orders for winter

clothing for the Army with

in the south of Scotland.

The Baltic Fleet wa
by three steamers in the Great Belt.

Reuter's correspondent with the Rus-
sian Western Army, wiring on the 15th.

says the six days' fighting, exceeding
Llaoyang In ferocity, has resulted in the

1 continued retirement of the Russian army.
The Japanese are now driving a wedge

1

into the Russian centre.

The terrific bombardment of the belli-

gerents caused a heavy storm of rain and
hall, and the battlefield became an Impas-
sable morass, wherein both armies
stuck.

A later message reads :—
General Sakharoff reports that the

Russians, after desperate fighting yester-

day, drove the Japanese from a hill to the

southern bank of the Shaho, capturing

twelve guns.

A telegram from Berlin dated the 17th

The Baltic Fleet Is off the Danish

THE BATTLE OF THE SHAHO.

JAPANESE

The American Ambassador at St.

Petershurg has wired to Washington that

Russia has bought six cruisers from

South America, principally Argentine.

Kuropatkin's defeat at Mukden is at-

tributed in Germany to the orders re-

ceived by the General from St. Petersburg,

which It was necessary for him to obey

despite his own better strategical judge-

The fighting on the banks of the Shaho
Is atlll In progress according to latest

reports. A dispatch from Marshal Oyama,
which reached the Imperial Headquarter*
on Monday night, says :—
"This day a force consisting of

one regiment of the

vanced to the attack

of our Right Wing Army Corps on a line

from Upper Plngtaltxe to Dalkayoki.
The Army Corps made a counter-attack at

about 9 o'clock in the morning, when the

enemy retreated northwards in disorder

"The enemy In the direction of Waitau
Hill appears to remain In his position, but
the conditions are unknown. No change
of note has taken place In the situation

in other directions of this Army Corps
The same can also be said with regard to

the Centre Army Corps.

"A mixed detachment tinder Major-
General Yamada opened artillery fire

yesterday (16th) evening to assist a
detachment of the Left Wing Army Corj.s

In the attack on the enemy north of

Shahopao. The mixed detachment first of

all drove the enemy from the vicinity of

Weichalutze and captured two guns an I

two carts of ammunition. Afterwards the

detachment formed in a line of battle

stretching out to Sandokoshl. and driving
away the enemy accomplished their work
After Bunset, the detachment was retreat-

ing to Its position under cover of night,

when a division of the enemy followed In

hot pursuit at about 7 o'clock, and
surrounded both wings of the detach-

ment, which was placed in a dangerous

position. Hard hand-to-hand fighting

ensued. The main body succeeded in re-

pulsing the enemy, but the two wines
failed to check the attack, and each win*]

cut its way through the enemy's line, and
so retreated to the former position. In this

struggle the artillery lost heavily In men
and horses, and were compelled to leave

9 field pieces and 5 mountain guui
behind.

"The enemy In the direction of the

Left Wing Army Corps maintained yes-

terday's position, and slow fighting was
In progress up to sundown. The forces

of the enemy were increased this dav.

the Increase In front of the centre

column being remarkable The Rus-

sians In front of the left column of the

Left Wing Army Corps have Increase 1

to about one mixed brigade.

" Our losses in the fighting during this

day are estimated to amount to »i rat

one thousand In killed and wounde.l "
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Thursday, October 20tk.

ACCORDING to telegrams reaching

Tokyo the Preas at home freely

criticise tho Russian reverse in the

battle of the Shaho. but in London
It Is admitted that General Kuro-

patkin was compelled to fight for

political purposes, and it is supposed that

the bombastic General Order, although

issued in Kuropatkin's name, emanated
from St. Petersburg. It will give great

satisfaction to many to And the London
Press recognising the great difficulties

General Kuropatkin has to encounter,

hampered as be Is and forced Into

battle by incompetents at St. Petersburg

who seem to think that mere weight In

numbers Is sufficient to ensure victory.

The record of the Russian campaign Is

too plain a record or blunders originating

Id St. Petersburg, amidst a General Staff

composed of men who are probably far

Inferior to General Kuropatkin as a

soldier. To some of them the downfall

of Kuropatkin, even If It meant ruin to

the Russian army, wonld almost be pre-

ferable to his success. The London Press

fully recognises the success of the Japan-

ese at the Shaho. but are In doubt as to

whether Japan will be able to follow up

the victory. Not knowing the extent of

the losses or the real position on the

Held, the Press. It Is stated, refrains from

further criticism. It attaches importance,

however, to the fact that the Russians

utterly failei In the offensive, and were

compelled to retreat by the counter-at-

tack of the Japanese. It is admitted that

the advance of General Kuropatkin wi»

forced, and that the remarkable General

Order was issued In his name, but that

the bombastic language was not his

Finally the London papers express great

sympathy with General Kuropatkin. A
later telegram from London says the

Press expresses the greatest satisfaction

at the Japanese victory, and Is more

persuaded than ever of the superiority

of the Japanese troops over those of Rus-

ata.

The German papers unanimously re-

cogniBB that the battle of the Shaho

marks another Russian defeat, and main-

tain that the Russians are Inferior to the

Japanese both in offensive and defensive

lighting, on the plains or in the hills.

Tbo Berliner Tageblatt says the defeat Is

too great for present comprehension. In

Europe. sayB this journal, the RusbIlii

army has been feared for years, but its

prestige has sadly fallen, and it will br.

no easy matter for the army to regain It

A new political epoch is being developed

.*.

Although it has been confidently anti-

cipated that General Kuropatkin would

not make a stand on the Hun River before

Mukden, owing to the supposed weakness

of that position, Reuter's correspondent

with General Oku says it Is believed th;

Russians will defend Mukden from the

Hun River. A Tokyo dispatch recently

said the Japanese could wish for nothing

better, but dared not hope that Genera!

Kuropatkin would do more than place

a rearguard force there, while he would

push on with his main body to Tiding.

According to dispatches from the corre-

spondents of vernacular contemporaries

received yesterday, the main force of the

Russian army remains on the right bank

of the Shaho. and is being gradually re-

inforced. The hostile armleB are facing

each other with the river between them.

thi* direction a force of the Russian
cavalry advanced to the at'.a-k during the
night of the 17th, but was repulsed.
Artillery Are was exchanged at interval*
on Tuesday. The enemy in the direction

Of the Left Wing Army Corps has been
firing orcimionally for the purpose of
reconnoitring the Japanese position. At
a distance of from Coo to 1.000 metres
from the Japanese front the Russians are
throwing up entrenchments. The enemy
facing the left wing of the Army Corpa
is constructing works in the vicinity of
Mentapao. Sanchatie, and Hansrhatal

The correspondent at Liaoyang of the

Kobe Shimbun reports that according to

Russian documents which fell Into the

hands of the Japanese after Liaoyang, the

corps under Generals SUkclberg and

Rennenkampf had Intended to march

through Honkeiko and attack Liaoyang

from the north-east. From this It Is

quite evident, says the dispatch, that the

Russians concentrated their attack on the

Right Wing Army Corps.

• *

A Reuter's telegram dated London the

18th instant reads :
—

Reuter's correspondent with General

Oku's Army aays It is believed the Rus-

sians Intend to make a stand at the Hun
River, while the Japanese propose to

force an entrance Into Mukden as soon

as possible.

The Foreign Office has Informed the

Holt Steamship Company that railway

material and raw cotton shipped for the

Far East must be taken at senders' risk.

THE BATTLE OF THE SHAHO

RUSSIAN ATTACKS AND RETREATS.

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama, re-

ceived at the Imperial Headquarters on

Tuesday morning, says :

—

" On the night of the 17th the enemy
made a determined attack twice in suc-

cession on the position of the right

column of our Left Wing Army Corps,

and also made several attacks in the

direction of the Centre Army Corps and

the Right Wing Army Corps, but all at-

tacks were repulsed. The enemy re-

treated, leaving a large number of dead

on the field."

In a dispatch received in Tokyo on

Tuesday night, Marshal Oyama states that

the situation In the direction of the main

force of the Right Wing Army Corps re-

mains unchanged. The Russians, repulsed

from the direction of Honkeiko. have

retreated chiefly in the direction of

Kotalrel. The enemy In other directions

of the Army Corps Is gradually decreas-

ing, but email forces continue active.

The situation in the direction of the

Centre Army also remains unaltered. In

RUSSIAN REPORTS.

'attacks and counter-attacks.

According to a telegram received at
the Foreign Office, Tokyo. General Kuro-
patkin, In his report on October 15th,

states that on the night of the 13th a
large force of the enemy attacked the

Russians, who were taking a position on
the line of defence at Shahopao on the

Mukden road. "We repulsed several

onslaughts." General Kuropatkin reports.
" but by the last attack our centre column
was broken, and fighting then took place

on the right flank of another column.
It was feared that our centre column
would be Isolated, the position of other

columns being thus threatened, which
would then be compelled to retreat. A
number of battalions were therefor*

hastily sent to the Mukden road, and the

forces In that direction were then enabled

to resume the offensive, and recover

Shahopao on our first line. The Japanese
also obtained reinforcements and in turn

drove us away from Shahopao, when I

advanced with the reserves and resumed
the offensive. After desperate fighting,

the enemy was driven back about two
kilometres. Our right wing was in a very

dangerous position for a time, being at-

tacked on the front and the right flank.

The Commander of our detachment then

advanced the reserves and attacked the

Japanese from the flank. He recovered

several villages, and our position was
maintained. Our centre column was far

advanced ahead of the others. The
ground was previously chosen on the

right flank, where some works of defence

were thrown up, and after desperate

fighting our army retreated to that posi-

tion.

" The army continued the fighting for

four days. Most of the regiments were

without sleep for three days and nights,

but I am confident that they are strong

enough to continue the Btruggle. The

Japanese losses may be very heavy."

In a later dispatch dated October 15th.

Ocneral Kuropatkin says :
—

"The night of the 14th passed quietly.

At about 9 o'clock on the morning of the

same day, our artillery fired at the Japan-

ese, who were found to be very active.
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The Commander of tb« left wing reported

that the enemy at his front had received

By this time

brought about a sud-

den change In the weather, aa In the

fighting at Llaoyang, and a heavy shower
of rain came on, making the roads very

muddy and causing the rivers to over-

flow. I ordered the Army Corpa to resist

the attack with the same strong deter-

mination as before. I have just received

a report that a considerable force of the

enemy has

to east"

the railway

Sakha.ro ft, dated

to the

of

17th.

by a

in a dispatch of Marquis
Oyama. " Last night." says the report.
" things remained quiet. Yesterday we
made an attack on an isolated wooded
hill, where the Japanese had constructed

temporary forts, and occupied it. The

of the enemy there is unknown,
from the nature of the fighting it m
have been very large. We cc

with a very effective artillery fire and
then made a charge, carrying the position.

We pursued the Japanese for two kilo-

metres, and the fighting continued till

the morning. The Japanese desperately

resisted and hand-to-band fighting took

place. Many of the enemy were cut down
at close quarters and fell In the trenches.

We captured 11 field pieces and
flrer. Our losses are slight."

Friday, October 21*/.

mHE latest news from the front reports
the Russian forces as still on the

of the Shaho, and occasionally
the Japanese positions, i

military matters In Tokyo states that the
object of General Kuropatkin In holding
this position cannot be other than of
endeavouring to learn the futu re move-
ments of the Japanese. The various corps
of the latter forces remain on the lines

of advance, and show no Intention of
falling back on their former positions.

Kuropatkln's greatest concern at present,

it is thought, will be to find what point
Marshal Oyama Intends to attack. Judg-
ing from the fact that Kuropatkin ts

rapidly reinforcing his troops in the

l of the Japanese centre and right

the Russian commander cal-

i that Oyama will strike from this

n. The Russians are now throw-
ing up defence works at the rear or their

position, and upon the completion of

these the main force will very probably
retreat northwards, leaving a rearguard.

Should the Russians retreat without pro-

viding for the defence of their rear, says

the officer, they will he

crushed. We should think so.

*
• *

A Russian Captain, another officer, and
35 men who were captured In the battle

of the Shaho arrived at Moll yesterday.

{ to the Imperial Guards which

rom Europe. All the

I to be seriously wounded.

to the vernacular press, the

>rmed the extreme right

wing of the Japanese army on the right

hank of the Taltze River about the 7th

instant and defended Its position for five

days against attack from about 60,000

Russians, who were finally repulsed. Up
to the 10th Inst., the Inouye column
suffered a loss of 15 officers killed and 42

wounded, In addition to 1.319 men killed

and wounded. After the 10th the column
the offensive, and its casualties since

tween General Orloffa division and
General Kurokl s wing at the battle of

Llaoyang reveals the extent of the con-

fusion into which Orloff's division was
thrown, and which resulted In Orloff's

recall. It is now stated that General

Fomln Is In hospital at Harbin.

Grlppenberg to command the second

Manchurian army, he sent the following

autograph letter to the General :
—

" The intense energy with which Japan

is conducting the war and the stubborn-

ness and high warlike qualities displayed

by the Japanese Impel me to considerably

strengthen the forces at the front in or-

der to attain decisive success in the short-

eft possible time. 8tnce by this Increase

the units will reach a figure making their

me army Impossible with-

to the proper direction,

and mobility of the troops.

It necessary to divide the

In Manchuria into two
leaving one in the hands of

Kuropatkin. I appoint you to

command the second. Tour many years'

service in warlike exploits and your ex-

perience In training troops assure me
that you. following the general directions

of the Commander-in-Chief, will be suc-

cessful and lead to the attainment of the

objects of the war with the army en
trusted to you.

"God btess you for your great and
services to me and to Russia.

• NICHOLAS."

I

active

armies.

General

General Grlppenberg was
January 1st. 1838. He la ten

The fact that General Fomln was
affictally reported killed In toe action k«-

in the list of Generals.

General Grlppenberg Is a Lutheran in

religion, is married and baa three chil-

dren. One son, a Captain of artillery,

was wounded In the battle of Llaoyang.
General Grlppenberg was educated at

home and passed through no military

school. He won his first commission
while fighting In defence of Sevastopol,

and then came into prominence in the

In 1863 and
the St George's Cross

to a captaincy He
wa.'. severely wounded In this campaign.
He went Into the Turkish war as Colonel,

and aa a reward for his services was ap-

pointed aide-de-camp to the Emperor. He
again won the St. George's Cross and was
promoted to the rank of Major-General.

He became a Lleutenant-General In 1890,

a General of Infantry In ISM, and re-

cently was appointed General Alde-d*
camp to the Emperor.

Referring to the Tsar's

Ing General Grlppenberg. a 8t
burg correspondent, telegraphing on the

26th ult., says the Emperor Is personally

convinced that the political as well as
the military prestige of the empire Is at

stake and that every other consideration

must give way before the exigencies of

war. The resources of the empire In

men and money mast be drained If ne-

cessary in order to turn the scale and
vindicate the power of Russia. The re-

organisation amounts to formal notice to

the world, as the Emperor frankly ex-

plains in his rescript, that he Intends to

vastly Increase the number of troop* at

the theatre of the war in order to force

the struggle to a successful Issue In the

shortest possible time. It is Intended to

silence definitely all talk of foreign In-

tervention by the announcement that

Russia means to fight out the Issue with
Japan on the field of battle. Probably
300,000 additional men will be placed In

the field. Five Corps—the Third. Fourth.

Fifth. Eighth and Sixteenth—are already

destined for the front, and the talk is

that five more corps will be sent for-

While General Grlppenberg's dU-
tlngulshed war record la sufficient to ex-

plain his appointment, the correspondent
ssvb It Is believed that Prince Svlatopolk-
Mirgky's recommendation did a great
deal in that direction. The Prince and
General Grlppenberg served several years
in Vilna, the former as Governor-General
and the Istter as Commander-in-Chief of
the troops there. The appointment is

Digitized by Google



34 D1AKY OF THE RUSSO^APANESE WAR. (October aut.

none the less a surprise. General Grlp-

penbcrg was to leave for the front In the

middle of October. It Is now evident that

General Llneviuli will remain In charge

of l tie Amur district. Including the de-

fences of Vladivostok. Russia's recogni-

tion of the fact that the forces now in

tho Far East cannot successfully pro

sccule the war against the men Japan

is alilu to put in the field and the know-

ledge that the latter Power is now
mobilising 100,000 more men for the front

ami the decision to reorganise the Rus-

sian army upon a gigantic scale. In order

to be able to assume the offensive quickly,

marks a distinctly new phase of the war.

The physical difficulties to bo reckoned

with in promptly getting out such large

reinforcements over a single line of rail-

way more than 5,*M)j mftes Jong are fully

realised, but, with the Clreum-Halka!

Railway completed, the authorities expect

practically to double the present capacity

for the transportation of men, muni-

tions, and provisions and send out

two corps. Instead of one monthly.

Within three months, that la by Christ-

mas, three corps are expected to reach

liurliln. swelling tho total number of

Russian soldiers In Manchuria to con

siderahly over > 0 In the BMMtlWt
the armies at the front, continual!'.

augmented by fresh troops, wore to acta*

a buffer to hold In check the Japaucsc until

the army will be able to assume the

aggressive through sheer weight M
numbers.

Mr. Rennet Burleigh was Interviewed

by the shanghai Time* a weok or so ago

on his return from the front. He of

course had a good deal to say about the

grievances of correspondents and military

attaches, but his remarks on the battle

of Llaoyang were rather pointed, as given

In the Interview, which says :
—

Turning from the grievances of the

war correspondent*. Mr. Burleigh in talk-

ing of the Situation round the "pivot of

war," said, in htsltOS <o his psper, and
his companions at the suppositions from,

he could not say much and that his fully

detailed opinions would soon be out from
home. In bis accounts of the fighting

round Llaoyang. The name of Liaoyans,

however, fetched from him the withering

remark. " That was a terrible failure of

Japanese generalship. Kuropatkln should

never have got away. It was a blunder

the Japanese will regret. They had Mi*
' Russian army in their ham! • They
captured six guns, when they could have

had the whole Russian artillery. In fact.

It was such a blunder that instead of

' a complete and overwhelming defeat,

|

Kuropatkln nearly scored a victory and

GENERAL GRIPPENBERG.
CummnndliiK the Hreund Uuwhurinn Arrar.

LIEUT.-GENERAL BARON Y. OSHIMA.
Commnmling the Third Jap&aeae Army Division.

for you and not me to find out where

that something is. I know but I cannot

speak. The Japanese are going to take

Mukden, you can rest assured of that.

The holding of Mukden Is essential to

their position, not so much to th? actual

defence of Liaoyang. but to their linn

of communication along the Llaoyang-

Wiju Road, along which the Japanese

have nearly completed their light railway.

It Is this line of communication which Ul

open to attack from Mukden ; and this

is a most Important transport route when

hostilities are resumed. Yes, the Japan-

ese will take Mukden."

•
» •

of Welsh coal and quantities of patent

fuel will be shipped to the Mediterranean,

West Africa, and the Cape on Russia's

account during October, November, and

! December. The orders for this fuel have

been mainly given through the Hamburg-

|

Amerika Line, and were divided among
1 a dozen firms all represented at Cardiff.

The German Red Cross Society an-

I nounces that the Russian Red Cross

Society having asked for further assist-

ance, the German Society will erect a

I

hospital at Irkutsk and equip an ambu-
lance train. The German Society has

offered similar assistance to Japan,

night have, had be known the position.

There Is something wrong with the

Japanese plans as carried out in Mm
field, and Japan must look to It. The
Japanese have no commander-in-chief in

the field. They have the headquarler.-i

staff and the chief of staff, with the

generals of divisions all in the field, but

no commander-in-chief, which la a very

great mistake. To the chief of staff is

attributable the whole blame of the

failure to hold Kuropatkln In Llaoyang.

The Japanese merchants, gentry, and

educnied classes know there is something

wrong and could speak to you If they

cared. They know Liaoyang was u

failure. Tou just talk with a well-in-

formed Japanese and he will tell you how
something has gone wrong with matters

previously arranged. The Japanese

soldiers and young officers are all right,

but there Is something wrong and It Is

A Reuters telegram dated the 19th In-

stant reads :
—

The Baltic squadron is now passing the

Great Belt.

Upwards of fire hundred thousand tons

A Berlin message of the same date is

as follows -.

—

Count Caseinl, the Russian Minister at

Washington. has expressed himself

strongly that the war must continue.
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THE LOSS OF THE " HEIYEN.''

ACCOUNTS OF" SURVIVORS.

The Jiji publishes an account of the

less of the Japanese coast-defence ship
" Helyen," which recently struck a mine
and foundered. The Information is

obtained by the Jiji from a person just

arrived in Tokyo, who states that the

last seen of the " Heiyen " was on
September 18th, when the war-ship
" Salyen " observed the vessel steaming
northwards. A storm had set In, and
on the following day the " Salyen,"

havinK heard nothing of the defence

vessel, commenced a search, At noon
a boat was discovered adrift about five

miles cast of an island, and It was
observed through a telescope that the

boat contained the body of a man which

was found to be naked. The boat be-

longed to the " Heiyen." Further search

was rewarded by the discovery of search-

light apparatus and hammockB, which
were Moating on the sea. There was now
little doubt that the " Heiyen " had sunk.

On the afternoon of the 20th the
" Salyen " received a report that some
shipwrecked men were on Shomiyaku
Island, west of Port Arthur peninsula.

A boat was at once dispatched to the

rescue with food, blankets, medicines,

and stimulants. On approaching the

parently. and ra

to the shore, when they found that the

relief boat was making for them. They
proved to bo seamen of the " Heiyen."

four in number, and dressed in nothing

but their shirts, yet having apparently

s iffcred little by their exposure to the

elements. A surgeon dispensed cups of

cream, of which they heartily drank, and

they were given food.

One of these survivors, by name
Komatsu. said he was working in the

store down below at the time of the dis-

aster to the "Heiyen." As soon as the

vessel struck the mine the electric light

on board was extinguished. KomatBU
rushed on deck to find the ship in a

heavy pale and the rain coming down in

torrents. It was perfectly dark, and

Komatsu. hearing the excited cries of

the men on deck, jumped into the sea.

While swimming he had the good fortune

to knock up against a floating cabin door,

which served him well. He finally landed

among the rocks on shore, gathered to-

gether a lot of seaweed, and so spent the

night Another survivor, Mogi, was on

watch in the engine-uom. This man.

knowing the steamer had struck a mine,

at once went on deck and jumped over-

t»ard. He clung to a hammock, and In

about five hours reached the island. The
other survivors had similar good luck

when they were thrown into the sea, and

each reached the island separately.

RUSSIAN TROOPS DISGUISED
AS CHINESE.

TROPHIES OF WAR.

Marshal Oyama reports that the

trophies taken by the Left Wing Army
Corps In the vicinity of Luntxecha after

the fighting were as follows :—Artillery
shot. 4,920 rounds : ammunition carts.

11 ; rifles, E.364 ; cartridges, 78,000

;

swords, 20 ; shovels. 44 : axes. 22 ; over-

coats. 355 ; and portable tents, 85 ; with

other things.

A PROTKST BY THE JAPANESE
GOVERNMENT.

It will be remembcreJ that In several

recent reports from the front Marshal

Oyama has mentioned Russian soldiers

having been detected dreBsed as Chinese.

On the 4th instant troops of tho Third

Fusiliers in Chinese dress fired upon a
Japanese detachment on the Mukden road.

Investigations showed that the Russians

frequently fought in this manner, and

from Intelligence received by the Japan-

ese authorities, the Russians have been

buying large quantities of Chinese cloth-

ing. It Is maintained that a combatant

who docs not wear the uniform of his

country on the field is violating the re-

gulations of war. The practice Is also

held to be at variance, with diplomatic

usage and the principles of Article 23 of

the supplementary regulations to the

Convention relating to the rules and

usages of land campaigns. The Japanese

claim that It Is Impossible for the troops

to distinguish the disguised Russians at

the ordinary distance of rifle fighting, and

that innocent Chinese will therefore be

involved In danger if the practice Is al-

lowed to continue. Th3 Japanese Govern-

ment has therefore deemed It necessary

to call the attention of the Russian Go-

vernment to the practice, and has In-

structed Mr. Takahlra, the Minister at

Washington, to approach the St. Peters-

burg Government through the United

States Ambassador at the Court of the

Tsar.

Saturday, October 22W.

T
HE theory is advanced by one of

the Tokyo Journals that General

Kuropatkin will again take tho offen-

to "save his face," so to

after his recent General Or-

der. That he should be in a posi-

tion to do so speaks well for the Russian
powers of recuperation after, apparently,

so thorough a beating and so exhausting
a retreat. But General Kuropatkin be-

lieves the Japanese lost nearly as many
men as ho himself, and It seems evident

from all reports that his position in the

field is strategically equal or superior to

that of the Japanese. The Journal quoted,

tho Jiji, speculating on Kuropatkin'a

tactics, after referring to his successive

defeats, and especially to his last great

failure, says he will not retreat If he

can possibly avoid it. but will make every

effort to reverse the situation by another I

battle. Tho Jiji goes on to explain that

the Russians do not feel the disgrace of

their defeat ex> keenly as is supposed by
the Japanese, and that It is quite natural

for the Russians to forget their defeat

and return to the attack. Our Tokyo

contemporary gives an excellent fighting

character to the Russians, whose next

move, however. It is difficult to predict

from latest

On the 13th instant two Russian scouts,

an officer and a private, both disguised as

Chinese, were arrested by Japanese gen-

darmes outside the western gate of Llao-

yang.

In a dispatch dated the 18th instant.

General Sakharoff says he has received

newB to the effect that on the 17th In-

stant the enemy repeatedly attacked th<!

Russian right wing, only, however, to be

repulsed. On the same day (he Russians

tarried Kelanti on the banks of the

Shaho to the west of Shullopao. The
Japanrse fiercely bombarded the position

in the vicinity of Kelanti which the Rus
slans had carried. In the evening of th?

Fame day the Russians Interred a large

number of dead, a military ceremony

being given on the burial of the bodies of

Japanese. The bodies both of Japanese

and Russians bore horrible evidence of

hand-to-hand fighting. A considerable

force of the enemy, says General

Sakharoff. is seen concentrated against

the

Correspondents of the vernacular

papers telegraphing from Yental on the

19th state that, despite their series of

defeats, the Russians have not yet given

up their intention of taking the offen-

sive. On seeing the Japanese halt on the

bank of the Shaho. the enemy threw up

defensive works on the Ifltb and 17th.

working day and night on the right bank

of the river. During tho night of the 17th

tho enemy made a general onslaugh'.

especially against the right column of tho

Left Wing Army Corps, where they twice

made an attack. They were repulse<l In

every direction with heavy losso. It Is

evident that the enemy suffered very

heavily. After the Russians bad made

the attack on the night of the lClh. thev

parties, carrying lan-
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terns, and picked up tbe wounded on the

Held. Th«y were unable to take away

those who were left close to the fighting

line. The dead bodies of the Russians,

which were picked up by a portion of

the Japanese right column In the vicinity

ot a certain village, Including those killed

on the night of the 16th. numbered 500.

Large numbers were picked up In other

directions. As the first flghtln

are very near to each other it Is

aible to pick up all the dead and

either on the Japanese or the Russian

aide, it being necessary to leave

many on the field. The Russian force

confronting the Japanese numbers

six divisions. Including the whole

of the 17th Army Corps, the majority of

the 10th Army Corps, a portion of the

6th Siberian Army Corps, and the

majority of the 6th Siberian Army Corps.

Rain began to fall on the night of the

17th. and this hampered the movements

of the Japanese army. Everything re-

mained quiet on the 18th along the whole

line. Tbe casualties of the Left Wing

Army Corps up to the 18th are estimated

to total only about 5.000 In killed and

wounded. Of this number ISO are officers

The proportion of killed Is smaller than

heretofore. On the morning of the 19th

tbe temperature fell to 2 degrees Centi-

grade, but In the afternoon it became

much warmer, and the weather wm

A Berlin telegram dated the 20th In-

stant read*

The Baltic Fleet has passed the Great

Belt.

Tbe Novoyr Trtmya urges Russia to

enter Into treaty with the Netherlands for

acquiring the concession of a harbour U
the Sunda Islands as a coaling station.

Russian agents have been sent to

Prince Khilkotr. the Russian Minister

of Communications, states that trams on
the Clrcum-Balkal Railway are now able

to run at the rate of twenty versts an

hour.

THE SITUATION IN THE
FIELD.

LULL IN OPERATIONS

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama, re-

ceived at the Headquarters. Tokyo, on

the night of the 19th Instant. Is as fol-

lows :
—

"Last night (the 18th) the centre

column of the Left Wing Army Corps

diove the enemy from Tungchamun. but

a tmall force afterwards again occupied

the elevation.

" The enemy on Waltau Hill still re-

mains there. On the morning of the

19th two battalions of Russian in-

fantry were seen in the vicinity of

Ksokwanaal. to the right of the Army
Corps. It is reported that there are Bonn-

forces in the rear. At 2 o'clock on the

afternoon of this day. about two com-
panies of Russian Infantry, with a battery

of artillery, came forward from Tung-
chamun, on the right of the centre

column, and made for Tekltekl Hlli.

behind which they are now concealed.

About one brigade of tbe enemy's In-

fantry Is now assembled In the vicinity of

Frngalpao. and from an elevation on the

north of Kengslpao they occasionally fire

at the position of the centre column. No
change has taken place in the situation

In front of the left column.

"The situation in fiont of the Centre

Army Corps remains unchanged, but

there is an occasional exchange of ar-

tillery firo.

" Everything remains quiet In front of

the Left Wing Army Corps, the

only firing at the right column
ally.

"On the night of the 18th the enemy
an attack on the left column, but

ATTEMPTED ESCAPE OF
RUSSIAN PRISONERS.

Two Russian prisoners recently escaped

from Matsuyama and attempted to steal

a boat at Takahama with the object, it

Is said, of making their way to Vladi-

vostok. They were captured and sen-

tenced by court-martial on Wednesday
to Imprisonment for three months with

The sentence will be served in

Sunday. October 23/v/.

NEWS has reached Tokyo that the

slans have been bringing in I

wounded as possible to the Mukden
Station and sending them on to Harbin

by train, concealing them as far as pos-

sible from the sight of the Chinese.

Numbers of wounded have been collected

at Wushun. A large hospital Is being

erected at Harbin.

Investigations have been made into the

total losses of Che Japanese In the battle

of the Shaho. apart from those already

announced. According to a Tokyo dis-

patch, the authorities have been able to

make an approximate return, which

shows the total casualties In killed and

wounded to be between 12.000 and

13.000. against 17.532 in the battle of

Llaoyung.

A report of General Sakharoff dated

October l»th. transmitted to Tokyo
through Reuter's service, Is to the follow-

ing effect :—The night of October 18th

quietly. The enemy at Lln-

i having received

Captain Kembovsky with a Fusilier

Regiment and a detachment of volun-

teers advanced and reconnoitred the

enemy's position. The detachment

captured two of tbe enemy's field guns

without Renting and brought them back.

•
• •

On tbe 18th Instant General Kuropatkln

telegraphed to St. Petersburg to the

effect that on the night of the 17th the

Russians, taxing the position at Lonely

Tree Hill, attacked the Japanese advance

guards, but were repulsed. No other re-

port of fighting was received on that day

•

As will have been seen from the Japan-

ese official reports, the Russians are

holding their positions on the Shaho,

where they are throwing up defensive

works. The opinion prevails In Tokyo
that the object of the Russians In holding

the position Is apparently for the purpose

of awaiting the arrival of reinforcements,

which are continually coming In In small

bodies In the vicinity of Mukden, and they

are taking the field. The majority of

arriving are believed

to be the troops of the «h Division of

the Don Cossacks. The Russians may
be awaiting further reinforcements from
other army corps, but It Is a question

whether time will be given for further

reinforcement before blows are struck by

the Japanese.

A
Instant

The Baltic

Sea.

the 21st

the North

A Berlin telegram of the same date Is

as follows :
—

The United States Minister at St.

Petersburg has presented on behalf of the

Japanese Government a protest against

the practice of Russian soldiers In the

The Japanese refugees from Siberia,

who recently arrived at Bremerhaven.

have sailed for Japan on board the N.D.L
steamer " Gera." They received a cordial

farewell from the people of Beremerhaven.

A deputation from the Patriotic Women's
League visited the Japanese on board

the
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after which Herr Noeaaler, the

honorary Consul at Bremerhaven
the ladles tor their gifts, and on the pro-

posal of (Captain) Rikuchl. military at-

tache, a hearty " Banaal " was given tor

Bremerhaven.

The Russian nudge* got* aside the sum
of ten million roubles tor the purpose

of doubling the line on the trans-Siberian

Hallway.

The United States Government denies

that it had at any time any intention of
olering Its services as mediator between
;>pan and Russia.

The Sew York Herald publishes a re-

port to the effect that General Kurokl Is

•rriously ill with dysentery, hie condition
being critical.

Prince Karl Anton, of the House of
Hohenzollera, arrived at Llaoyang on
Friday to Join the Japanese Headquarters
Saff in the field.

RELEASE OF RUSSIAN
PRISONERS.

INTERESTING CEREMONY IN KOBE.

It is not often that the people of Kobe
have an opportunity of seeing prisoners
"• war pass through the streets, but the
unusual spectacle was witnessed yester-

day in the neighbourhood of the Central

Post Office. The streets there were
thickly lined with spectators, while

gendarmes and police

the route to pi

the gates outside the

of Commerce building the crowd

particularly large, for It was here that

a large number of prisoners of war were

to be formally handed over by the Japan-
ese authorities to the French Consul and
so released from imprisonment. Inside

the Chamber of Commerce building pre-

parations had been made tor the formal

transfer of the officers and men. the

ceremony being of a semi-public charac-

ter In this toom. Mr. Horl, an

of the Kencho. had charge of the

ments. which were completed at

two o'clock. Shortly afterwards two of

the Russians arrived, both being totally

Mind. An Interval of about a quarter of

in hour passed before any of the others

irrlved. when they came trooping In In

twos, having been conveyed along the

atreets in Jlnrlklsha. They quickly oc-

cupied the chairs provided, and by twenty

minutes past two everything was in readi-

ness for the ceremony.

Several toieign members of the public,

officials, and the Press were accom-

modated at the side of the hall. In which,

although almost filled with people, a deep

silence reigned. Neither prisoners nor

spectators Indulged in conversation. It

was noticeable that several of the Rus-

sians scarcely moved their eyes off the

grojnd. as if painfully conscious of their

portion. However, with the entrance

of the leading actors In this unusual

scene, there was something to occupy the

Japanese and other spectators, and to

avert the attention of the

Mr Aklyama, a Councillor In the War
Office, and an authority on
law, accompanied by Mr. de

sarieu, the French Consul, here

Mr. Aklyama at once addressed the Rus-
sians, who rose In a body In response to

his bow and then resumed their seats.

In the course of his address. Mr. Aklyama,
wh?s" remarks wore Interpreted Into

Russian, said be bad come to Kobe under

Instructions from General Baron Tera-

uchl, the Minister for War. to deliver the

Russian officers and men he saw before

him over to the French Consul, as it had
been determined to send them home.

The Japanese Government. Bald Mr. Akl-

yama. deeply regretted the outbreak of

the war, and had not the slightest hostile

feeling against the Russian people. The
thirteen men of those present who
were combatants, after being taken

prisoner had been accorded proper treat-

ment by the Japanese according to their

rank and status. All prisoners from the

front were quartered at MaUuyama,
Hlmejl. Marugame, and Fukuchlyama.
where the climate is mild. They received

all possible attention tor the protec-

tion of their health and other wants,

and no other restrictions were put

upon their personal movements but

such as were necessary from a mili-

tary point of view. The Prisoners' Intel-

ligence Bureau was opened In February
to facilitate their communication with

families and relatives at home, and
letters and articles from them were sent

free and free of Customs duty.

by the

taking care to afford the sick and
wounded prisoners the same treatment as

the Japanese soldiers, and In conformity

with the wishes prompted by the kind

heart of his Majesty the Emperor, it had

been decided to send home those who
were wholly Incapacitated for fighting

without waiting the conclusion of the

war, in consideration of their position

and also with the object of relieving the

anxiety of their families and relatives.

by the Empress with

artificial limbs, were to be delivered to

the French Consul to be sent home by

steamer that day. Paymaster Anlslmoff

of the " Rurik." who applied for his re-

lease on account of old age, was also to

be allowed to return home, special con-

sideration being extended to hlB case.

The Japanese authorities desired as much
as possible to mitigate the evil effects of

the war on non-combatants, women, and

children. Four Army Surgeons and the

Chief Surgeon of the " Rurik," with 29

field ambulance men who fell Into the

hands of the Japanese army and who
were detained at Matsuyama and other

places, were to be sent home with the

prisoners. As was known very well by

those present, the medical staff were

brought to Japan a* their own request,

some to attend the Russian wounded

and others on account of their own In-

juries. These latter were not treated In

any way sb prisoners. They

their
]

with aU
the

were delivered into the charge of the

French Consul together with the

prisoners who were to be sent home.

At the conclusion of bis speech Mr.

Aklyama bowed courteously, and the bow
was again acknowledged by the Russians.

The number of maimed Russians pre-

sent was 12, the others were Paymaster

Anlslmoff, five Surgeons, one PharmaclBt,

and 29 ambulance men—48 in all.

When Mr. Aklyama had retired the

whole of the Russians, one by <

Ing those unable to write, four In I

advanced and signed a document relating

to their release. This operation finished,

the French Consul added his signature

and presented the document to Mr.

Aklyama.

Mr. de Lucy-Fossarleu next addi'essod

the gathering, his address in French being

first Interpreted into Japanese and then

Into Russian. The Consul spoke as

follows :
—

Gentlemen.-From this i

free men, and to-m

leave Japan and sail for !

of you will go back to the battlefield or

the hospitals as Burgeons or nurses ;

others, who have paid your debt to

your country, will, though crippled,

have the consolation of returning to your

families. All will be able to speak from
personal experience of the manner In

which the Japanese treat their prisoners

and of the regard shown to them, not

by the authorities, but by the

Itself. You have fully realised

that the Japanese themselves are too

brave a nation not to respect enemies who
have won their esteem. Of the ex-

cellence of the hospital organisation, of

the skill of the surgeons and the devotion

of the nurses, you can, I am sure, hut

speak with admiration and gratitude.

Your stay in Japan under the tragic cir-

cumstances which brought you here can-

not but leave with you all a lasting re-

membrance, and I think I may say that

when this unfortunate war Is over and

passions have cooled down, the remem-

brance will make of some of you staunch

friends of this country. It Is tor me a
pleasant duty to receive you from the

i mi. i- of the Japanese Government's de-

legate and to make arrangements for

sending yon home. I wish you all a

pleasant Journey and a fitting welcome in

Russia.

The Consul added that by kind per-

of the Governor, they would

the night again In the

at Wala. not as

any longer but as guests, and that they

would be taken on board the " Wingsang "

this morning at 8 30.

This concluded the proceedings, and

shortly afterwards the spectators of tin

Interesting ceremony dispersed, the Rus-

sians being conveyed to the Quarantine

Station. A larger crowd than before had

assembled In the streets, and watched In

respectful silence the departure of the

newly-freed
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luesdau October 25th

A CCORDINO to dispatches the Russians
are preparing for another great move

forward. The forces on the right bank
of the Hhano faring the Japanese are

throwing up defences in all directions,

constantly scouting, and showing thai

they Intend to advance with a large force.

It appears, accordine to one authority,

that the Russian plan Is to hold the

Japanese in check and to retreat to the

Hun River, rortlfy that position, and tight

another decisive battle there. In reference

to Marshal Oyama's report regarding the

discover)- by scouts of two hundred Rus-

sian dead and a hundred and twenty rifles

In the vicinity of Changliangpao, a de-

sperate minor engagement took place here

on the 15th and lfith. Changliangpao is

situated on the right bank of the Shaho
to the north-west of Wiillchieh on the

railway. A column of the Russian right

wing made a stubborn resistance against

a column of the Japanese left. The
Japanese Anally drove their enemy back,

but as the place, strategically, was not

worth holding, the Japanese withdrew,

not apparently observing the Russian

dead and arms now found. It was this

scene that was visited by the

party four days later.

The object of the enemy crossing the

Taltze River to the left bank at the east

of Honkeiko on the 20th Is said to be

with the object of observing the Japanese

position and also with a view to checking

the advance of the Japanese by leading

them to suppose that preparations are

being made to march against Llaoyang.

In a similar manner the Russian troops

assembled at Kokwanrel and Kotalrel arc

endeavouring to hamper the advance of

the Japanese. Judging from the position

of the enemy at present the centre body

and the right wing are holding the line

of defence on the Shaho, but they are also

concentrating their attention upon the

defence of the left wing (the Japanese

right wing), as the enemy fears he may
be enveloped from the right flank. It was

for this purpose that, in the battle of the

Shaho. the enemy's left wing advanced so

far south that It was for awhile Isolated

from the main body.

Renter's correspondent at Mukden, wir-

ing on the 16th instant, says: "Hostili-

ties practically ceased yesterday : the men
are exhausted and the food Insufficient

|

every available gun and man has been

used in the battle."

• •

In the course of a description of Japan-

ese methods, Reuter's correspondent wi;h

General Kurokl's army at Mo'.ienllng Pass

wrote :—
" So far is the spectacular deferred to

in the matter of

that even regimental numbers and
shoulder straps are abandoned, so that

the enemy may find no distinguishing

marks about prisoners or dead to give a
clue to the Identity of the organisations

which oppose them. The officers still re-

lain their swords in the field, because at

close quarters they wield them with the

old fury and skill of the Samurai fighting

li"fore their clans,

" General Nlshi observed the end of tb?

engagement from the summit of a hill.

He had dressed at his usual hour, taken

a leisurely breakfast, keeping in touch

with his command by a cobweb of tele-

graphs and telephones, and only when he

learned that the Russians had begun to

recreat and the business of the day was
practically decided had he started on an

unhurried ride to the scene.

" General Kuroki, whose headquarter*

were two hours' ride away, passed the

morning with the Chief of Staff. General

Fujii. and Prince Kuni sitting on the

bank of a tiny mountain brook placidly

fishing for minnows."

A Reuter's message dated the 22nd In-

stant reads :
—

It Is announced in St. Petersburg that

the Russian casualty lists show that In

the battle of the Shaho the wounded num-
ber 55.868, while the killed will, It la

estimated, amount to 12,000.

It Is reported from St. Petersburg that

an Imperial Ukase calls out for Immediate
active service Reserves In one hundred

and twenty military districts hitherto

NEWS FROM THE FRONT.

OFFICIAL REPORTS.

The Baltic Fleet passed Dover yesterday

afternoon, going westward.

It Is rumoured that the Fleet has run

down and sunk two Hull fishing smacks
In the North Sea, drowning eighteen

A dispatch from the staff of Marshal
Oyama which reached the Imperial Head-
quarters on the night of the 21st instant
says :

—
" It appears that on the night of the

20th. in the direction of the Right Wing
Army Corps, about 200 Russian cavalry

crossed the TalUe River to the left bank
In the direction of Honkeiko and pro-
- l

* 1 westward It i- also r --\- rr.-.l that

there are about two battalions of Russian
Infantry In the vicinity of Kokwansal and
about 20.000 in the neighbourhood of

Kotalrel. not far from Kokwansai.
" Artillery firing by the enemy la oc-

casionally observed in the directum of the

Centre Army Corps and the Left Wing
Army Corps. Among the kuiis are 15-cm.

mortars. From about 5 o'clock In the

afternoon the enemy In the vicinity of

Shlhotal fired In the direction of the

Shaho Station.

" In the direction of the Left Wing
Army Corps we captured 120 rl lie* and a

considerable quantity of other arms and

war appliances last night In the I

of Changliangpao."

A later dispatch from Marshal Oyama
Btates that no change took place in the

disposition of the troops on the 21st

instant. The total number of guns

captured by the Left Wing Army Corps

had Increased to 43. of which 27 were

captured by the left column and 16 by the

right column.

A scouting party sent out by the Left

Wing Army Corps discovered 200 dead

bodies of the Russians on the night of the

20th in the district north-west of I

A later message is as follows :—
The Russian Baltic Fleet has fired upon

the Hull trawling fleet In the North Sea.

sinking two of the vessels. Two of the

fishermen were killed, and many were

wounded.

The Supreme Prize Court at St. Peters-

burg has annulled the Judgement of the

Vladivostok Court regarding the seizure

of the British steamer

has ordered her Immediate

A Berlin telegram of the 22rd instant is

as follows :
—

According to Lloyd's, the British

steamer " Maori King." sailing under a

new name. Is taking a large cargo of re-

frigerated meat to the Cape for the Baltic

Fleet.

The Tsar has ordered the mobilisation

of troops In the districts of Warsaw,
Vllna, Kief, an

In a message received by the Imperial

Headquarters on Saturday afternoon.

Marshal Oyama reports that investiga-

tions so far made gave the following

j

particulars ;—The number of prisoners

taken reached 500 ; there were 10J3M dead

bodies of the Russians left on the field.

Trophies captured were—Guns. IE ; am-

munition carts, 37 ; rifles, 5,474 ;

artillery shot. 6.920 ; rifle cartridges,

7.800 ; swords. 20 ; spades, 48 ; scoopB,

14 : axes, 23 ; overcoats. 3.
r
>0 ; travelling

tents. 85. Besides this useful assortment,

larc«- quantities of arms and other war ap-

pliances and materials were left by the

Russians on the battlefield extending

over many miles. These have, of course,

been sernred by the Japanese, but It -will

take days to enumerate them. The report

i>d>!.< that the Japanese are interring the

dead bodies with proper care and cere-

mony. Judging from the number of the

dead bodies left on the field, the Russian

casualties are estimated to exceed 60,000
1

In killed and
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The latest dispatch from Marshal

Oyama. which was received on Sunday,

my a the list of the dead left by the enenv
on the field has Increased a* follows :—
"The number in the direction of the

Ri^-ht Wing Army Corps has Increased to

6.^) : In the direction of the Left Army
Carps to 5.603 : and in the direction of

lie Centre Corps to 1.530—making a total

if 13.373. Thi number of prisoners taken

Us increased to 709."

A Router's dispatch received by the au-

thorities in Tokyo furnishes the following

report from General Sakharoff :
" No

fighting took place on the 19th instant. Our
mounted scouts, while reconnoitring from

the districts of Sandepu and Kal/.enUi
' (six kilometres east of Tatzanpu) on the

18th, were rlred at by the enemy, which

afterwards met our patrolling scouts and

retreated. Our cavalry entered Into

pursuit, when a lar^e body of the enemy.

with machine guns and field pieces, was
mot at Sandepu. They fired and stopped

the pursuit of our artillery. A scouting

party under Ensign Trugenieff was fired

at with machine guns at a distance of

MM steps aud all the Cossacks and horses

were killed or wounded. The BastgB,

who was himself wounded, ordered his

party to gather together all the wounded,

and then retreated."

Wednesday, Octolter 26M.

r[E correspondent of the lift with the

Centre Army Corps gives some Interest-

ing details of the progress of the battle

of the Shaho near Ycntal. Writing on
the 14th ult., the correspondent says :

—
" In my last letter I briefly stated that the

army all along the line made a general ad-

vance on the 8th inst. and the enemy from

the vicinity of Yental. The Russians, by

being reinforced with fresh European
troops, were very much encouraged. At

4 o'clock on the morning of the 11th Inst,

a detachment of the Centre Army Corps'

left wing came into conflict with the

enemy on the high land north-east of

Tenia!. At midnight one of our regi-

ments surprised the enemy and carried

their position In less than an hour. By
this time Russian reinforcements had

rom two directions and sur-

the Japanese. The most

freely used ; while, as

usual, the Russians threw into the midst

of our regiment small explosive bombs
like pebbles. Our position was very dan-

gerous, and might have been disastrous

but for the help of two regiments. The
night was pitch dark, and It was difficult

to distinguish between Russians and

Japanese, as the colour of both uniforms

were much alike. Finally, however, the

driven off. Although the

as not great, they helped to swell

our casualties, which amounted to about

five hundred In killed and wounded. The

eoemy loft over a hundred dead. On the

l!th the Japanese advanced all along the

line. The right wing of the Centre ad-

vanced from north-east of Klshiaan and

the left wing from the south-west, earn-

ing position after position. A detach-

ment of the right wing drove the enemy

from the north of Kelshlsan (not Klshi-

aan), when the 145th Regiment of the

Thirty-seventh Division, newly arrived

from Europe, was almost annihilated

Captain Alexeleff and forty-two officers

and men of the first company were taken

prisoners, and a large number killed or

wounded, only thirty-two officers and

men escaping. The 145th Regiment was

founded by Alexander III. as his body-

guard, and K bears a high reputation.

The regiment of such high repute has

met Its fate ! The casualties of our army

this day were ostimated at about 1.300

In killed and wounded. Captain Alexeleff

Is a young man, thirty-two years of age.

and a distant relative of Viceroy Alexeleff.

I In the eoursi of the fighting the Captain

slipped and fell down the steep hillside,

lying unconscious. He was picked up by

a Japanese soldier. In St. Petersburg

Captain Alexeleff is regarded as an officer

of promising parts, and some of our

officers who have studied In

well acquainted with him.'

Continuing the correspondent of the

Jiji says:—" During the night of the 12th,

a contingent of the Centre Army Corps

carried the position north of Kelsbfsan.

which they announced with a loud
' Banzai.' Unfortunately, this proved

but a signal lor a violent counter-attack,

the enemy being guided by the cheering,

and the Japanese were compelled t'.i

abandon the elevation, experiencing great

difficulty in retreating during :ho dark-

ness. At daylight the Japanese made
another attack and again recovered the

position, but heavy losses were suffered

by both sides. The troops fresh from

Europe are better educated and trained

than those who have been long in the Far

East, and through every defeat suffered

In the field the newcomers fought

as if to emphasise their

the Russians all

stand agaln°t

seventy-three Russians taken prisoner by

the Centre Army Corps were detained in

a house next door to our quarters. In

reply to questions of the Japanese officers,

who examined a young officer among the

prisoners, the subaltern said his regi-

ment arrived at Ttellng on September 1st,

and took the field on the night of the

10th. The regiment belonged to the

Thirty-seventh Division of the First

Army Corps. During the fighting at

Llaoyang the subaltern remained at

Harbin, and had only learned that the

Russians retreated after an extremely

stubborn resistance. He did not learn

why the Russians retreated, or whether

the retreat was pre-arranged. He had

heard the plan was to fight a decisive

battle at Mukden ; also that the Fifteenth

Corps

at Mukdeu. and that at Tiellng the

Siberian Engineers' Brigade was active in

constructing defence works. The spirits

of the troops, said the young officer, had
greatly revived. At first they had had
difficulty in getting their ray snd sup-

plies of food, but now pay was regularly

received and tu quality of the food sup-

plied bad much improved. The report that

General Kuropatkln was at the fighting

line was incorrect. The officer concluded

by saying that some Frenchmen believed

that peace will soon be restored, but for

himself he thought this impossible until

the dispatch of troops from Russia could

no longer be continued, which would not

be for a long time yet"

In a report dated the 21st Instant

General Sakharoff states that no fighting

took place on that day. On the night of

the 20th the Japanese retreated in haste

from Shahopao and the

covered quantities of arnn,

and provisions. The Japanese also left

four gun carriages and one cart loaded

with various Implements and also carry-

ing one of the guns recently lost by the

Russians. The number of Japanese guns

captured since the 16th instant Increased

to 14, being 9 field-pieces and 5 mountain

guns.

A Seoul dispatch to the Jty states that

In the direction of Kuelnln and Hwang-
tlen, on the right bank of the Yalu. both

Japanese and Russian outposts are con-

fronting each other with but a short dis-

tance between. Numbers of Chinese are

working as Russian spies. Early this

month the Japanese outpost at Kwang-
tlen arrested five Chinese acting as spies

for Russia and the men were ordered to

be shot. One of tbem la said to have been

formerly an army officer holding the rank

of General. He greatly assisted the Rns-

in the transportation and other ser-

in recognition of which he received

a gold medal and testimonials from the

Russian authorities.

According to news reaching Hiroshima

in regard to the disaster which
a detachment on the 16th Instant

Google



40 DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR [October iflth.

, in which fourteen

guns were lost. It appears that the detach-

ment was working Independently of the

right column of the Left Army Corp*,

and fought gallantly. Two companies

under Captain Kubo and Lieutenant

Tanaka, which formed the reserve, bad
the duty of protecting the retreat and

stood to the last. The companies gathered

all the killed and wounded, and having

guarded the retreat to the end. with-

drew In perfect order by midnight. The
casualties of the detachmen
at first estimated at about one

prove to be only half that

A batch of 118 Russians,

taken prisoner In the battle of t)

passed through Kobe by train on
afternoon for Fukuohlyama.

A Reuter's telegram dated London, the

24th Instant, read: —
Particular* of the extraordinary outrage

committed by the BaUlc Fleet in the

North Sea are now to hand.

The fleet of trawlers arrived at Hull

laat night and reported that on Friday
night the Baltic Squadron attacked

the trawlers Ashing in the North Sea
and sank two vessels by the Are from
their guns. Two men a

The
of the Hull trawlers

mlralty of the attack mad
by the Russian Squadron. The solicitors

state that the first portion of the Baltic

Squadron passed the Ashing ground about
midnight on Friday. The remainder of

the war-ships, aa they came amidst the
trawlers, turned their searchlights upon
the Ashing vessels for some time and then
suddenly opened Are. The trawler

"Crane" was sunk, and the decapitated

bodies of the skipper and mate of the

have been brought to Hull. Other

at Hall seriously

having no leas than
through her hull. The

by saying that it Is

all

It was announced at Hull at midnight

that the trawler "Wlen" baa been

sunk with all on board, and It is stated

that 29 wounded men are on board the

mission ship, which is still at sea. Some
boats are still missing, and according to

some accounts, the Ashing Aeet ni

one hundred and Afty vessels.

A third message dated the 25th 1b as

follows :

—

It Is officially stated that urgent re-

presentations have been addressed to the

Russian Government at St Petersburg,

where It has been explained that. In the

opinion of his Majesty's Government, the

situation does not admit of any delay.

Lord Lanadowne, Secretary for For-
eign Affairs, will see Coot
the Russian Ambassador at

morrow,

It hi understood that the Russian ex-

planations of this extraordinary event

are that the Baltic Fleet bad reason to

fear a Japanese mine attack.

sixteen

statement

feared a not):

on board.

,A later message is as follows :

—

The newspapers in England consider

the outrage on the part of the Russian
war vessels to be a blunder due to panic,

but they unanimous):

action on the part of the

which should demand an Immediate apo-

logy from Russia, together with repara-

tion for the damage done and punish-

ment of the culprits. It Is pointed out

that the moat serious aspect of the In-

cident Is that the Russian vessels

steamed off at. full speed without at-

tempting to rescue any of the crews of

the sunken vessels, and did not report

the plight of the Ashing vessels anywhere

Commander of the

declared that his

Aght In the Far Bast,

Captain Jakobleff. late of the Russian

battleship " Petropavtovsk." has ex-

pressed the opinion to a correspondent of

the Hut* that the estimate of three

months as tie time necessary for the

passage of the Baltic Fleet to the Far
Bast is below the time that will be re-

quired. If the vessels take the Suez pas-

sage, the Captain says, they will have to

delay, while further delay and dfhVulty

would be Involved by coaling on the high

seas, which would become necessary, as It

would be Impossible that neutral porta

can be entered en route for this purpose

The statement that has been made that

the German Wharf Company at Kiel has

been secretly delivering submarines to the

Baltic Fleet Is declared to be untrue.

The Baltic Fleet has passed Dover.

The Supreme Prize Court has quashed

the Vladivostok Prize Court's decision

with reference to the " Allanton," and baa

of coal to be released.

RUSSIAN PRISONERS.

N OF ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED.

THE BATTLE OF LIAOYANG.

GRAPHIC ACCOUNT.

Another batch of Russian

135 In number, taken In the battle of the

Shaho. arrived at Moji on the 24th

by the " Kwannon-maru." Ther
two Aeld officers and three company

officers among the detachment, about

sixty of whom are wounded. The pri-

soners were Immediately sent on to

UJIna. As the number of prisoners of

war is rapidly Increasing, the present ac-

commodation is proving Inadequate, and

the authorities have decided to establish

two more stations for their detention

—

one at Nagoya and the other at Shizuoka.

There will be a plentiful crop of his-

torians, good and bad, of the present war,

but by the conditions under which corre-

spondents are hampered, a complete and
graphic account of any battle seems to be

an impossibility. Scraps and occasional

"battle pictures" we have had In abun-

dance, but nothing approaching a detailed

narrative of any a

of the war in the

gainst this, and in the

correspondents are not allowed that free-

dom or the facilities necessary for

watching the armies' movements which
would enable them to supply the public

with the full particulars of the great and
sanguinary battles that have been fought

In the present campaign. Of such facili-

ties as do exist, however, one of the corre-

spondents of the Times took splendid ad-

at the battle of Ltaoyang. the

the following long telegram

describing the work of the Left Army
Corps. The dispatch was sent by
to Tientsin, and left there on

Tth. appearing in the Times on the suc-

ceeding day. The correspondent says :
—

On August 25th the Japanese army was

ready for (he Anal operation against the

Russian concentration between Mukden
and Anahantien. the main force of which
was believed to be at Llaoyang.

The Corps of General Oku and of Gene-

ral Norizu had again come into close touch

at Haicheng. General Kurokl, having

forced the Motien Pass, had his right on
(be Llaoyang road and his left within

signalling distance of General Nodzu's

right. The Japanese eight divisions,

therefore, from right to left were :—With
Genera) Kurokl—the Guards Division, the

2nd Division, and the 12th Division ; with

General Nodzu—(he 10th Division and the

5th Division ; with General Oku—the 4th

Division, the 3rd Division, and the 6th

Division. One brigade of the latter was
holding Ylngkow until it was relieved by

the reserve troops from

The obvious strs

Kurokl to strike the

tlons north of Llaoyang, while the re-

maining Ave divisions attacked from the

sooth. The left of this grand Japanese

advance rested on the great Liao plain,

taking the underfeatures of the moun-
tainous centre of Manchuria through

which the railway passes. General Nodzu's

corps followed the first valley furnishing

a road parallel to the railway. On the

right General Kurokl's

After this

fine my narrative to the force of which I

have ocular knowledge. Immediately the

outpost came Into touch, four miles north

of Haicheng. General Oku was opposed by

a Russian rearguard sent to delay him.

consisting of one battery and perhaps one

brigade. This force did Its work well and
successfully delayed the advance for three

days, Its efforts being aided by the

weather, which turned so rain and made
the roads in a terrible condition.
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The Spoils of War,

Railway Car used by General Karopatkin daring the early pan of the War. bat abandoned by him on

the retreat of the Russians from Liaoyang.

I

Cases of Ammunition abandoned by the Russians on their retreat from Liaoyang.
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At this period the whole plain and half

the hillsides are covered with millet 10 It.

Consequently the Japanese had
i visual cover to mask their

On the 2Sth the Russian rearguard had

accomplished It* work, but was forced to

abandon its guns 15 miles south of Liao-

yang.

On the sam day information reached

us In a roundabout manner that General

Kurokl had been attacked the previous

day by a superior force, but was able to

bold bis own. It is significant that on

this day the imh Division was detached

to form a junction with Kurokl or to go

to his assistance as the case might be.

On the 29th the headquarters halted

while the advance guard felt the Russian

front. The Russians had selected three

positions for the defence of Liaoyang.

The first line was a chain of low hills at

rlfc-ht angles to the railway six miles south

of the town. The next was a Bupportln*

range 1.000 yards north of this, and the

third was a line of clever entrenchment
actually In the flats of the suburbs. On
the first line no resource known to

modern engineers for field work* had been

overlooked. The position bad an en-

trenched front of about five miles, and

was held for double this extent when the

rival forces first came into touch. The
real position consisted of five distinct

bills joined by low saddles. On the right

were lofty Gibraltar-like rocks about

600 ft. high, and from this point all thr-

artillery Are was directed by telephone.

The rest of the position averaged about

200 ft. in height.

In front of the rocky eminence on the

right, and conterminous with the railroad,

was a Chinese village, the walls of which

were loop-holed. The whole front of the

position was connected with entangle

meats and the obvious salients were

supported by sunk pits containing sharp

stakes at the bottom. The approaches to

the whole front consisted of a gently

sloping plain many hundred acres In

extent, deep in crops, and studded with

Towards the Russian left the country

was more broken. The Russians did not

consider entrenchment necessary here,

but trusted to their second position to

save this flank. The position, however,

at Liaoyang required protection against

the Japanese advance from the east. The

lie of the river on which the town stands.

Its tributary, and the underfeatures east

of the town gave this protection, as my
narrative will show.

On the 29th, while General Oku was

feeling his front, the 5lh Division on his

left came Into contact with the Russians

holding the unentrenched hills on the left

and made sufficient impression to allow

the artillery to be brought into action.

The 30th opened threateningly and

found the Japanese army deployed under

cover of the crops facing seven hills

which the Russians held. It was

evident from the outset that Genera!

Oku's recent successes had caused

bim to despise the staying power of hU
enemy, for without waiting for adequate

preparation he pushed his Infantry down

to the limit of the standing crops which

had not come under the Russians' pre-

cautionary sickles.

The Russians, from the rocky eminence

which I have already mentioned, could

get occasional glimpses of snake-llke In-

fantry columns, and they opened an ac-

curate shrapnel Are from four gun posi-

tions, which throughout two days of fight-

ing remained masked. In fact, the Rus-

sian tactics at Liaoyang were a revelation

for which General Oku had to pay dearly.

As the Russian guns opened the Japan-

c»e batteries distributed all along the

front began to shell the crests which

looked likely to be gun positions, hut the

shelling that day had no effect upon the

defenders' fire beyond Increasing its in-

tensity.

After an artillery duel lasting all day,

which In point of casualties must have

been more serious to the attack than to

the defence, since in the damp atmosphere

the Japanese guns raised a haze which

was wafted higher than the corn conceal-

ing them, the divisional commanders were

ordered to press the infantry forward a:

dusk. This movement was prepared by a

heavy artillery Are in which the Japan-

ese had 160 field-guns and 60 howitzers

engaged. Against this the Russians re-

turned a spirited fire from probably 4S

field-guns, of which the fire was Indirect.

The result of this Infantry advance was
abortive. Gallantly the little Infantrymen

responded to the order In their groups of

12. which is their formation for such ar.

attack, and pressed up towards the in-

ferno prepared for them. The leading

battalions of the 4th and 6th Division:*-

essayed the approaches to the rocky

eminence, but a sleet of lead from the

loopholed village at the base of the

eminence and from the supporting

trenches swept them back and they were

fain to dig themselves into the soft mud
on the fringe of the standing corn. The
3rd Division, with the gallant 34tb Regi-

ment leading, made a similar attempt

nearer the centre, but the result was th>

same harrowing slaughter.

On the Russian left the right brlgad?

of the 3rd Division and the 5th Division

had made better progress, though this

was little even "then, but the men of the

3rd Division had seized a small under-

feature and the 5th Division had made
good the hills in front of them which the

Russians had failed to entrench. Any-

how, considering the disparity of the rival

forces, at sundown the laurels rested with

the Russian*.

But the Japanese art of war
persistency, and tbey have

can be persistent. In spite of the failure

of this first attack, another was orderei

to begin at 2 on the following morning.

The cold grey morning witnessed another

scene of slaughter on the Russian right

as the defenders again hurled the attack

back. The Japanese attacked with valour

and deserved success, but the enfilading

Are on every salient swept each rush away
before the men could even lay hands on

the entanglements.

But the Sth Division bad more success

against the Russian left. The position

imposed of a brash-covered

sloping to the east, defended by

a triple line of trenches with a glacis

protected by a 10 ft. entanglement cover-

ing a honeycomb of pits containing spikes

at tbc bottom. The lower feature of this

hill was a salient, but the upper works

were flanked by a conical hill in front

which acted as a bastion and which was

also cunningly entrenched.

In the semi-darkness of the morning

the 41st Regiment carried this under-

feature after losing 75 of the 100 pioneers

who hacked their way through the en-

tanglement with axes. The men. rushing

through the gap. overpowered the sen'rle*

in the trenches before the supports, sleep-

ing in splinter proofs behind, could re-

inforce them. But daybreak brought a

tragedy of the kind which Is so common
in modern war. Shell fire, believed t-»

be from Japanese guns, drove this gallant

storming party from its hold. Oiling t'ie

Russian trenches with Japanese dead.

Thus an hour after sunrise the positloo

of the derence and of the attack on thii

front was practically the statu* quo.

All the preceding day I had heard tha

sound of the 5th Division's guns and a

more muffled booming to the north-east,

which I conjectured came from General

Kuroki's guns. But it would seem certain

that Kuropatkin had concentrated hi*

main force previously In an endeavour to

cruBh General Kurokl. and that thereby

the main feature of the Japanese strate-

gical plan had been foiled. Anyway, as

far as we could judge, neither the 10th

Division nor General Kuroki made any

perceptible progress In Ave days of Agist-

ing, and we know that, after the second

day, the Russians only held General Oku

and General Nodzu with a rearguard.

But now for the fighting on the 31st

The weather was now fine, and the energy

of this southern attack all the morning

was concentrated in an artillery Are on

the bushy hill that had been won and

lost. At 10 o'clock we could see the 5th

Division moving up against the Russian

left. The slow and creeping work of this

Division had enabled them to approach

within nearer range of the enemy, and

their little hand howitzers, which \

accompany every Infantry brlj

now brought up to the support of the

firing line. They massed against rocky

excrescences which gave cover from tha

Russian artillery fire until the prepara-

tion seemed complete, then tbey extonded

down the Inner and outer slope of the

ridge in company columns in single line,

shoulder to shoulder, lying down. At a

quarter to 12 the advanced lines broke

Into groups of 12 and began a series of

to the usual method of

ttack. After making

a short rush the men lie down. They do

not fire, rifle support coming from th.«

supports in rear. In this case the firing

line was thrown out along the actual crest

which divided the two attacking lines.

There la a moment of Intense excite-

ment while the summit of the Russian

position Is like a miniature Mount Pelee

In eruption owing to rhe bursting or

dozens of Shimose shells. The head of

the assault Is In the gap In the entangle-

ment. The artillery is supporting the
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p)ode in the midst or the leading assault-

ing groups. Then as the smoke clear*

the black-coated Russians are seen

leaving the position. In a moment the

Japanese are in, and the whole of the

lines in support on the crest are firing

down the slope into the retreating Rus-

But one swallow docs not make \

summer. Although the underfeature of

the bushy hill was carried, the rest of

the USUll failed miserably- No Japan

ese could live within 500 yards of the

Bastion hill, and though the Japanese

came out of the corn until the groups

were so numerous that I can liken them

only to swarming bees. It was only to be

swept backwards Into cover again,

leaving behind toe heavy price of their

valour. The handful of men who seized

the hill were able to hold it but coulJ

not advance an inch, and thus the after-

noon wore on. All along the line no

movement could be traced except the

moving nearer in of some few Japanese

barterles. The artillery duel, however,

continued unabated. Along the fringe of

the Japanese front Individual Infantry

men had crop! forward and dug them-

selves in where mounds or watercourses

made it possible to escape the searching

fire of the Russian rifles, while all tlx*

time the Russian shrapnel was causlug

hundreds of casualties in the flats.

But Oku wbb growing deaperate. From

the position of the 5th Division it was

evident that the loth Division and

Kuroki were making no headway, so Oku
determined upon the third general as-

sault that night—Just think of it—the

third In 24 hours ! But all day he had

been moving his reserves up Into the

firing line. At 7 o'clock the whole

strength of the Japanese artillery began

a rapid fire preparation of the whole

position, taking It In sections. This con

tinued for an hour, and afterwards for

thc third time In 21 hours the Infants v

was hurled against the position in A

general assault.

It was a repetition of all the previous

assaults except at one portion of the lino

For the rest there was gruesome evidence

on the following morning to show how,

like hares in snares, the heroic Infantry

rugglcd Into barbed wire entangle-

to die. how. blundering In the

dttkness, sections had thrown themselves

down SO yards from the flaring line of

n<u**lea whose flashes marked the goal

they were never to win. But the first

battalion of the 34th Regiment, which

for 48 hours: had been lying in the scrub

at the foot of the green glacis on the

centre hill, broke through abbatls and

entanglements, and. In spite of a flank-

ing tire which swept away group after

group, had enough endurance to reach

the first ".ranch.

What happened there n&ne know ; but

in the morning, when we viewed the posi-

tion. Rus dans and Japanese were lylna

Intermingled waist deep in the ditch,

while from parapet to entanglement, per-

haps 150 yards, the thick trail of pros-

trate khaki told a tale that no pen can

dewrlbe.

again, the

fnlled. Divisional

quarters the deaperate news. But Japan-

ese infantry la not to know failure. The

laconic reply was—" Reinforce and as-

sault again before daybreak." But the

curtain had already fallen on the first aft

of the drama. Whether shaken by re-

peated attacks, fearful for his left flank,

or finding that Kuroki could He held with

ii;fflculty from his communications, Kuro-

PHtkin, who was present In person,

countenanced a general withdrawal from

the position about midnight, so that the

Japanese occupied the whole works in

the morning up to the second position

without striking another blow, while the

Russians fell hack to their third line

leaving seven prisoners, found entombed

in a trench. In Japanese hands, These

with the noaltion and a portion of the

licxslan dead were the net results of thi«

negative victory which at the lowest com-

puts: Ion cannot have cost much less than

in,"too casualties Kuropatkin was beaten

bnt no' routed by any means, as subs.-

quent events were to show.

When the position was found to be

evaruated It was thought that the Japan-

ese army would march into Liaoyang Im-

mediately. Bu: this was not so. There

vere to be 48 hours more of sanguinary

struggle before Kuropatkin withdrew, a

struggle which cost the Japanese more

casualties than they suffeied during the

cat lure of the first position.

Details of how the Russian Settlement

was. burned, how the Japanese were re-

peatedly hurled back, how Kuropatklnn

force evacuated the position an hour and

a-lalf before the first Japanese entered

at 3 a.m. on September 4th follow later.

In this later dispatch the correspondent

ay* :—
On September 1st. I arose from my

hlvouac In a Chinese village to find the

Japanese Infantry occupying the who;.'

southern Russian position—namely, the

country from the rocky eminence to the

tough country sei/.-il t>> tin- 5th Division.

As seen from the summit of the position

Liaoyang lay In the plain due north, a

walled city with a predominating pagoda.

At the bark ot t'nU were the river an,',

the hills which Kuropatkin was holding

against the 10th and Kuroki'* Divisions.

The getteral Impression was that we

had only to advance to occupy the town,

but the armies of General Oku and Gene-

tal Nodm required a days rest. In So

hours the former had made four general

Inlantry assaults which had failed, and

ha i subsisted through the inrlemcnt well-

the- solely on ra'ionr curried on th? per-

son, while the reserve or ammunition ha '

to be replenished.

The Russians had fallen bark in good

order, taking everything with them except

some 200 of their latest dead, while th,'

only prisoners who fell into Japanese

hands were the »even men whom I have

already mentioned who were entonib».l

In an observation mine casemate on th<

brush-covered hill. The Japanese storm-

ing party had piled sandbags over the

orifice of the casemate. It was altogether

an extraordinary Incident, for the en-

tombed Russians bad shot two officers

to parley with

eventually surrendered 36

They were In a horrible state,

desperately wounded.

I will not dwell on the sickening and

harrowing sights of the battlefield ex-

cept to mention one incident In the

centre. Here during the evening assault

on the 31st the stormers of the 1st Batta-

lion of the 34th Regiment had
to the highest trench and had
powered the Baikal Cossacks who were

holding It. but supports from the splinter-

proof shelter behind had fallen with their

bayonets on the gallant Japanese In the

moment of their success, and the bodies

of both Japanese and Cossacks lay pllad

thick upon each other In a hideous heap

The sound of s

us back to the present, glad not to

template the distressing past. The Rus-

sian shrapnel was again breaking over

the .1th Division, which was engaged In

occupying the Russian second position,

which had likewise been evacuated during

the night I could also with glasses make
out the Russian batteries opposing the

10th Division, and a dull muffled roar

showed us that Kuroki was still battering

against Kuropatkins left But atlll It

was believed that the Russians were only

holding the approaches to Liaoyang with

a small rearguard, and the Staff was »3

confident that It Informed the attaches

In the evening that the enemy had fallen

back panic-stricken before the 5th Divi-

sion, that Liaoyang was to be occupied on

the following morning, ami that as soon

as the troops had been replenished they

would push on.

I returned to our bivouac over the battle-

field through acres of millet, where tbd

Japanese Infantry had btwn mown down

In hundreds. Already 20 or SO column*

of smoke showed where the Japanese dead

had been collected for cremation. I

visited several dressing stations of the

field hospital. All were filled to douW"

their capacity. The victims wore cheer-

ful, glorying In their wounds. The hospi-

tal arrangements were splendid, but the

position was taken at a terrible cost. Tbtf

casualties of the Japanese five divisions

at the lowest computation wcr< not le»s

than 10,000. and probably were more, for

owipk to the crops many wounded wen
not found, and must have died miserably,

while nnny bodies will n*ver be found

until the crops ate cut.

All the time reserves were passing up

to the fighting line to fill the vacancies,

while trains of ammunition carts were

hastenlnz lorward. It is impossible even

to conjecture what the expenditure was

An examination of the enemy's trenches

showed t hat the Japanese shell fire was

not so devastating as was anticipated,

and. as I surmised, only charges of

shrapnel were found In the Russian bat-

teries, whose fire was Indirect from the

reverse of the position throughout.

It Is Impossible to estimate the I

losses, but giving the Japanese shrapnel

Us due. and knowing that the rifles of

the 5th Division did great execution

among the enemy tetreating from the

bushy bill. I should say that they

amounted to half those of the attacking

It must be
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estimate of the Japanese

not Include those of the 10th Division nor

those suffered by General Kurokl's force.

The morning of September 2nd was

bright and clear. At daylight General

Oku's Infantry began to feel Llaoyang.

and found that the enemy by no means

intended to abandon the town without a

struggle. As the Infantry began to ad-

vance the artillery opened fire from three

positions in front of the town, and by 9

o'clock It was realised that the two forces

had settled down to another stubborn

battle. Their positions, therefore, require

description.

The railway enters Llaoyang on the

Here Is the station and the

From the west of

the railway right round to the south

eastern face of the town the Russians had

dug lines of trenches In the level which

stretched through the suburbs perhaps

four miles to the river east of the town,

here passing among many hamlets and

groves until they linked up with the hill*

north of the river whlcn had been the

Russian artillery positions opposed to tho

Japanese 10th Division since the battle

began four days previously.

Here the Russian position appeared to

make a right angle to the north, following

the course oi the river or of a tributary.

How far north It extended I cannot say.

but General Oku and General Nodr.u were

concerned with quite 12 miles of front

The Japanese posiilons were denned U,

the success of tho previous fighting. ThJ

5th Division, having possessed Itself of

the Russian second position, to-day at-

tempted another flanking advance, the

object being to bring it to a point at

about a right angle to the Russian posi-

tion. General Oku's corps stood possessed

of the Russian position six miles south of

Liaoyang The 5th Division had som*

small hills on Its flank against whlcn

General Oku's front could bo operated.

The plain was as flat as one's hand,

covered with crops, and iludded with

groveB and a few fairly large villages.

General Oku massed the artillery of the

3rd Division on tho slopes of the late

Russian second position—namely. In the

centre of the combined force. The re-

maining batteries were on his left ad-

jacent to the railway, while his 15-centl-

metre guns, which had been pushed up

by hand on railway trucks, were posted

on the slope* of the rocky eminence. The

4th Japanese Division west of the railway

and the other two divisions of Oeneral

Oku's corps moved into the plain for a

direct advance on Llaoyang.

The Russians soon saw the Japanese

Inrantry moving and opened a hall of

devastating shrapnel fire, to which the

Japanese soon replied with vigour. There

could be no concealment. The Russian

artillery was run out Into the crops. The

slate of the ground revealed the flash of

each discharge, and wherever tbe Japan-

ese infantry was pushed forward it was

received with a scathing fire of shrapnel,

so that the progress made by Genera!

Oku during the day was slow. The In-

fantry, too. was obviously tired.

But the Sth Division made better pro-

, ao much so that Oeneral Stakelber,;.

I believe, commanded tbe force op-

to them, attempted a counter at-

tack. This failed, and must have been a

costly expedient, as such failures always

are, Just before sundown there was a

full Russian response to the Japanese

Are. Trains had b*«m seen leaving al!

day. Again the rearguard, having com
pleted its duty, retired.

General Oku thereupon ordered one of

those terrific artillery preparadons which
precede the Japanese infantry assault. I:

seemed that everything before It must be

annihilated, and that nothing could live.

Shrapnel and common shell were fired

alternately by sections. Just as the fire

reached its zenith all along the line three

Russian artillery positions burst Into an

the Japanese lines

lursts of rapid

shrapnel Arc. The Russians were not

done with yet. That night the attaches

were Informed that General Oku had or-

dered a generat attack which was destined

to be final.

Tbe promised attack did not take place

til! Just before sunrise September 3rd

Tho Japant-sc. under cover of night. Im-

proved their position, dug themselves hi

as usual, and then essayed the assault.

The reports say that it was desperate,

but failed with considerable loss of life.

The roll of musketry fire was sufficient

to awaken the dead and brought us all

out, but we were not permitted to go

forward.

At first the fire seemed hottest against

the Japanese left, then against the Sth

Division. At sunrise the battle again

settled down Into an artillery duel, but

one could trace just a little Improvement

In the Japanese positions. General Oku's

main artillery positions remained at th~>

same range, about 3,500 metres, but tbe

batteries on the left adjacent to the rail-

way were pushed up to 1.200 metres. The
Infantry In the villages and trenches wer*

firing with sights averaging 800 to 1.000

metres. The casualties In the latte- a

the day wore on became very heavy from
Russian rifle fire, especially from the re-

cently built redoubt which stood abou-

the centre of the position fronting the

city wall.

It was evident from the increase In the

vehemence of the Japanese artillery fire

at 9 o'clock that General Oku received In-

formation which determined him to roll

up the Russian line no matter at what

cost. The Russians still maintained a

fire from their three groups of guns. Be-

tween 9 am. and 10 a.m. we witnessed

a magnificent artillery duel. The Japan-

ese concentrated their fire on each Ruv
sian battery position in turn and seemed

to turn their Immediate vicinities into a

Hades of bursting shell, raising dense

columns of smoke and dust. Out of the

Bmoke, however, there still came answer-

ing flashes, as. despite everything, the

Russian gunners doggedly returned the

fire with fine fast work from their quick-

firer*.

At 10.20 am. the Japanese artillery fire

It was evident that another at-

at a general advance was to be

We could see the Infantry ban 1

the last moment, when Are In the

ground gave evidence that Kurokl's 10th

Division was endeavouring to complete
the ruin upon which Oku was so intent.

But Oku's attempt was only a repetition

of the ghastly carnage. The Sth Division,

however, made better way. We could
see the Infantry of this gallant unit
among the trees and outhouses of tho
Chinese suburb, and even saw the dark-
coaled Russian Infantry coming back.
In a moment It seemed that the ,

Infantry would be Into the
tery on the left, which we had admire 1 ao
much, but a line of Russian trenches
stayed the Japanese rush, and their gal-
lantry only went to swell the tale of
casualties.

The report of the battle of Llaoyang Is

with tbe following dispatch

a the 9th

Llaoyang at sunrise on September -4th

presented a dismal spectacle. The Rus-
sian Settlement was burning, and a
heavy pall of smoke hung over the old
town. The scared Chinese were hiding
and tbe Japanese troops, more or less

dead-beat, were bivouacking In the
Buburbs. Not a shot was Are
barricade that day. and not a
was left except a few deserters hiding In
houses and dressed In Chinese clothes.

The Russian Settlement was In ruins.

The damage to the town Itself was not so
great from shell-Are. though the rear-

guard of the 10th Siberian Rifles, which
had itself been stationed in Llaoyang.
had sacked all the European shops and
many of the houses of tbe wealthy
Chinese berore the evacuation took plac.
Over 50 Chinese had been killed by
Japanese shell Are.

The spoils of war which fell Into Japan-
ese hands were quite insignificant when
one considers the Importance of Llaoyang
as a Russian possession. A certain
air.ount. of course, had been destroyed by
Are In the Settlement, but the Japanese
were unable to secure any locomotives—

a

commodity of which at present they
stand In most urgent need and which
would be more valuable to them even
than batteries of artillery.

A Japanese divisional commander who
had advanced by the railway line and
secured the bridge over the river Imme-
diately pushed his tired troops forward
In an attempt to pursue the enemy, but
their pursuit was Insignificant, since tho
Russian rearguard guns were in position

and spasmodically shelled the Japanese
Hoops and the town throughout the day.

We could, however, still hear sounds of
firing In the direction of Vental, but It

did not appear that Oeneral Kurokl's
guns were any nearer to the Russian
communications than they had been wh,?n

we entered upon the struggle before Llao-

yang. General Kuropatkln may there-

fore have been able to retire with bis

main army upon Mukden without serious

apprehensions, though It is possible that

ho may have had to sacrifice a rearguard

before Oeneral Kuroki to accomplish thl*

concentration. Anyhow, to Judge from
the latest Information. I believe that an
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army corps from Europe had Just about

this date reached Mukden, or at least the

adtancc divisions of It, since I had hear !

of their arrival at Harhln some days pre-

viously.

It Is Impossible for me to give further

Information with regard to the fightiug

ncrth of Liaoyang. since I found It necas-

sary as soon as the town had been or-

cuplfd to leave Immediately for China hi

order to send to the Time* an account of

this great battle.

I have already sent you a rough esti-

mate of the Japanese losses. I am con-

vinced that they must he over 20.000 in

our live divisions alone—thai is to say.

in the 10th and 5th Divisions with Gene-

ral Nodzu and In the 4th. 3rd. and 6th

Divisions with General Oku. (According;

to the official figures given by the Japan-

ese, and Including Kurokl's division, the

total Japanese casualties for the flulil imr

at Liaoyang were only 17.53»] There is

no need for me to tell again here the

story of the horrible spectacles of war
which met one In the Llaoyang plain

The description of the first day will suffic-

I should, however, mention that In the

fighting on the plain the Russians wet •

unable to remove the dead, though they
succeeded in transporting from the field

the majority of the wounded.
Nor can I correctly estimate the

strength of General Kuropatkin's army,
but I am Inclined to think that the main
Russian concentration was against Gene-
ral Kurokl and the ldlh Division, and
that we had opposed to our 90.000 or
100.000 men about 60.000. and. perhaps.
80 guns to our 22(1. The Russians had
the advantage of position on the first two
days, and I should estimate that their
losses on our front were SO per cent
below those of the Japanese, but ibU
estimate must remain at present more or
less speculative.

Now I come to the more delicate ques-
tion of criticism. As my Information of

such an enormous operation must In any

circumstances at present be somewhat In-

complete, great difficulties being placed

in the way of acquiring information. I

Will not attempt more than broadly to

state one or two opinions.

After what I had read in all the papers

of the excellent tactic* and strategy of

the Japanese I must allow that what I

•saw in practice did not come up to my
exrcualious My hORMl opinion Is that

there was -lOMlne strategically excellent

in the litltd]lag of either army. If strate-

gical success has been attained by el liter

belligerent General Kuropatkln can cla'm

to have defeated the main o'lje* I of the

Japanes" operations. Vs to the tactic*

of the Russians, they obviously cling to

the cardinal error of over-manning their

defensive positions, while the sole spirit

of the Japanese tactics as Illustrated )>\

the operations of the divisions under the

command ot General Oku was sledge

hammer frontal attacks.

That General Oku commands the fines:

Infantry In th- world I am satlslied, and

I do not believe that any other army

could In live consecutive days deliver

eight unsuccessful general infantry a*-

saults against entrenchments, and still

persevere.

Of the cavalry of either belligerent I

know nothing, there being no evidence

that the mounted branches have accom-

plished anything anywhere during the

Llaoyang campaign.

As to the future course of the opera-

tions. General Kuropatkln. falling back

upon his reinforcements from Europe,

will probably take up a position some-

where on the Harbin road, and the Japan-

ese army, when It reaches Mukden, will

have to rest for a time after the terrible

severity of the last fortnight's operation*.

Tbey also require to get their railway

into full working order, and. If the report

that we receive as to the advance of

General Llnevitch be true, It may be

for General Kuroki to

self on the same communications oi

General Oku and General Nodzu. ThU,
even when the railway Is in full working
order bah In d the Japanese, will be a con-

siderable strain, though th-> situation has

been Improved by the occupation of Ylng-

kow and the use of the Mao River as fa,-

as Newchwang city as a subsidiary line

of communication.

My personal experiences after thU
rere Interesting. After wlt-

nn Sunday afternoon the occupa-

tion of Llaoyang. I rode to the first

Russian position, that is the position

described in my telegram as a rocky emi-

nence, and remained there all night

Early on Monday morning, accompanied

by one of my tonfn rev, I left on horse-

back, and. rliling all day with a Chinese

guide, reached Old Newchwang on a

branch of the Llao River towards even-

ing.

Heavy rain made the road difficult. At

the city, which must nol be confused with

i'Ii ;k iw
, I sum ted in engag ng a : ink

In which I proceeded down stream all

night and till noon on the following day,

when contrary winds made it necessary

for me to abandon the boat. My friend

and myself thereupon marched on toy.

the remaining 20 miles to Yingkow,

where we arrived after dark on Tuesday.

We crossed the following morning to the

railway station, reaching Shan-hai-kwan

the same evening, and your message was

on the wires within CO hours of my
leaving the battlefield.

Travelling through the country away

from the Japanese communications, I

noted a splendid harvest and the peopte

working contentedly In the fields, as If

the fate of nations was not being decide.!

almost at their doors. Everywhere the

j

people showed civility and friendliness.

On the river I met numbers of junks

J

flying Japanese transport flags and carry-

ing army stores to the Japanese at Oi l

Thursday, October 21th.

ACCORDING to a report from General
Kuropatkin's Staff, dated the 23rd In-

stant, no fighting took place on the 22nd

Instant. The report states that from In-

telligence received the Japanese forces In

front of the Russian army appear to have

been reduced and the Japanese have

withdrawn from Shahopao, the main

force retreating a Tew miles southward.

The Japanese artillery. It Is further

stated, responds only intermittentl.- to

the Russian fire. A Ueutcr's telegram

to Tokyo conveys the substance of a

report of General Sakharoff to the effect

that on the night of the 20th the Japanese

retreated from Shahopao, leaving one gun

and quantities of provisions and arms.

With respect to this report, a General at

it is

a falsehood. Shahopao, he says, Is still

held by the Japanese.

A Tokyo dispat'h announces that the

position of the Russians on the right bank

of the Shaho remains unchanged. At first

they showed signs of resuming the offen-

sive, but now they are active only in

constructing defence works, apparently

having no intention of a southward

movement. The rumour that the Japanese

met with disaster at Shahopao Is denied

as entirely unfounded.

General Kuropatkln has bestowed the

Ribbon of St. George upon all the Red

Cross nurses of the Sisterhood of St

George for bravery at the battle of

Llaoyang. During the awful night of Sep-

tember ISth the nurses tolled unceasingly,

proceeding upon their errands of mercy

under a hail of shrapnel, dressing wounds,

and carrying disabled soldiers to the

ambulance*.

• •

An interesting story is told by th*

Chefoo correspondent of the Osaka A*aM.

who telegraphs that the master of the

Japanese schooner " Sumlyoshl-maru.'

re-ently raptured by a Russian destroyer

outside Port Arthur, was liberated at

Pigeon Ray on the 3rd instant and has

auived at Chefoo. The " Sumlyosbl-

maru." reports the master. Takahashf by

as captured during the i
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of the 16th September In the vicinity of
Tletao. an Island outside Port Arthur.
The destroyer took the schooner In tow
to the barrier at the entrance to the
harbour, the crew being shut up in the
hold during this time. Upon arrival at

the barrier, a surgeon came out of the

harbour and
which they were landed and
in the Naval prison to the north of
Electric Hill. The prisoners were ex-

amined three separate times. To questions

Takahashl answered that when captured
he was bound for Japan from Newchwang,
to which port he had carried merchandise,
but 40 cases of beer remained unsold and
were still on board. Tho Russian in-

quisitor announced that the Prize Court
of Port Arthur would be opened on
January 28th next, when the capture

would be Inquired Into, and that the
master (Takahaahi) could be represented

at the proceedings by the subject of a
neutral Power. As It was inconvenient to

keep (he schooner and tho beer, they
would be disposed of and the money so

realised would be kept. If the master
objected to the disposal of the ship and
goods, he should appeal to the Higher
Prlie Court at St. Petersburg within a

fortnight. After this examination Taka
hashl and his crew were sent to Pigeon

Bay overland and left in a Chinese junk for

Shortly after the junk had sailed

of the bay. she was captured by a

blockading vessel. The Junk-

informed the Japanese officers

that the junk was one of three which had
landed provisions at Pigeon Bay for the

Russians. The vessel was taken to Dalny
with all the Japanese on board. While
at Port Arthur the crew of the " Sumt-
yoshl-maru " were treated very kindly.

They were given ample s< pplies of bread

and soup. In the naval prison were
17 survivors of the crew of the third

blocking fleet. 30 soldiers captured in

land fighting, and the crew, 10 in number,

of the
M Hanyeimaru," the A»ahi dispatch

boat. When the cannonading of the

Japanese was beard, the prisoners were

In h'.th spirits, forge'ful of their danger

lram projectiles which occasionally fell

for. to the prison, bat when silence

trigaed the men were much depressed,

thinking that the Japanese might have

Kjo repulsed. All the prisoners were

^ing well.

The crew of the steamer " Fuplng."

which was recently captured by the

Japanese, have been released from Saseho

and arrived at Nagasaki on Tuesday.

The crew consUts of three

aad $8

A telegram from Klnchow, near Shan-

halkwan, states that the Russian rein-

forcements sent from Europe are mostly

at Tiding, only a small portion having

proceeded to Mukden. The Russians are

concentrating their attention upon the

In the vicinity of Tiellng.

The battle of the Shaho as seen by the

correspondent of tho Mainichi with tho

Left Army Corps Is described In a letter

to the Osaka paper. The correspondent
sketches the artillery fighting in the
vicinity of Lamotung or the Shaho rail-

way station on the nth instant. He
wrlteB that the first work of tho Corps was
to dislodge the enemy taking a position

from Lamotung to Llnshlngpao, westward
via Tatsurenton and Kwanglinpao. Early
on the morning of the 14th inst. the right

wing and centre column of the Corps wero
ordered to attack Lamotung and
Lin*hi»i;|>:t<> .i-M tin- let: •» ing ami the

Akiyama cavalry detachment to attack

Tatsurenton and Kwanglinpao. The
fighting line was over fifteen miles. Com-
bined with their superiority In numbers,
the majority of the Russian troops were

fresh from Europe and equipped with

superior artillery. From time to time the

Russians made onslaughts on the Japanese

front regardless of consequences. The
desperation of the fighting became more
apparent ovcry moment, the scene pre-

senting a terrible picture of the struggle

between two contending forces under

modern conditions of warfare. In this

action the Kozumi and Sunaga columns

had narrow escapes. At daylight the

headquarters of the Koizumi column was
advanced to Shullngtzan in front of

Lamotung. A detachment was sent to

the right and another to the left of the

railway, the Japanese thus enveloping

lamotung and Llnshlngpao. The artillery

took up a covering position In the early

morning and opened fire against the

enemy, whose strength exceeded twenty

thousand infantry entrenched with about

thirty-live guns. The Russian fire was

very severe, and for one Japanese shell

ten or twenty Russian shells responded.

The Japanese headquarters was within a

mil© of the Russian position, and the

latters movements were clearly visible

to the naked eye. Now that the millet Is

all reaped the field is perfectly bare, both

armies are fully exposed, and the

panorama of the action is exceedingly

clear.

Describing the artillery fighting the

correspondent says :—" From early morn-

ing the centre and left wing tried hard

to silence the enemy's artillery near

Lamotung. Words fail to adequately

express the violence of the contest. It

was awe-inspiring. The artillery fighting

at the battle of Liaoyang was very hot,

but the field was then broken by hills and
covered with millet and shelter could be

found. But this action was fought on a
vast plain. The poslt'on of the batteries

and even of the ammunition carts was
plainly visible. Both sides were splendid

targets. Our artillery destroyed a house

supposed to be the headquarters of 'the

Russian commander, and set fire to a

building thought to be an ammunition
store. Similarly the enemy gave us some
trouble. Their concentrated Ore would
at one moment strike a loaded ammuni-
tion cart and next would threaten the

stability of our headquarters, all the

houses near which were fired. Major Ho
climbed the highest point to observe the

I position. He was an excellent target.

outlined against the sky, and was at once
shot down, his chest being crushed In

with a shot. Captains Aokl and Ikuta,

Lieutenant Yasuno. Knslgns Okuno and
Katsuno were wounded in quick succes-

sion. Horses and men could be seen all

over the field running In vain for shelter.

At about half-past two a violent thunder-
storm with torrents of rain rivalled the

cannonading. Nevertheless the battle did

not cease, and at 5 o'clock was more
|-i tense than ever, the sullen booming of

tho artillery still rivalling the roll of

thunder. By 8 o'clock In the evenlnn the

storm abated, an.l the lighting also. The
enemy retained their position during the

night. It Is estimated that the projectiles

fired at the Japanese that day numbered
7,3oo against tho centre and a similar

number against the left wing. On the

15th. with the break of day. the dreadful

fire was resumed and continued through-

out the hours of daylight without cessa-

tion. At last towards evening the Rus-
sian artillery retreated to some hamlets

In the rear of the old village of Lamotung.
covering the retreat of the Infantry, On
the morning of the 16th the Russian

artillery suddenly slackened fire. The
Japanese occupied Shaho Station on the

afternoon of the 15th, capturing a loco-

motive and a number of railway goods

waggons. During the two days' fight, the

enemy charged six times without success.

They left over four thousand dead on the

field and about three hundred men were

taken prisoner."

A Renter's telegram of the 25th Instant

reads :

—

Universal Indignation Is expressed by
the foreign Press at the outrage com-
mitted by the Baltic Squadron In the

North Sea. The German papers describe

the Squadron as a disgrace and a danger
to navigation, and express the belief that

If the vessels ever reach Japanese waters

they will be sent to the bottom tike paper

Mr. A. J. Balfour, the Premier, replying
to an appeal made by the Mayor of Hull
to take strong measures In dealing with

the situation, says :
" You may have

full confidence In the Government's
action."

Indignation throughout the country Is

at present Intense. ,

Count Benckendorff, the Russian Am-
bassador to the Court of St James's,

arrived In London to-day :

A small crowd gathered at t

hooted the Ambassador, while a youth at-

tempted to break the windows of his car-

riage.

of the following day is asA messag

lollows :
—

Lord Ljuisdowne, tho Secretary for

Foreign Affairs, has demanded from tho
Russian Government due apology for the

attack on the trawling fleet and compensa-
tion to the sufferers. Lord Lansdowne
has also demanded a prompt inquiry and
the punishment of those responsible.

The Tsar has telegraphed to King
Edward expressing his deep regret at the
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A Berlin telegram of the 25th reads :—
The British Press severely censure* the

action of the Baltic Fleet in sinking the
Hull trawlers, but without showing any
desire for a rupture between Groat Britain

King Edward, as well as

rally, while condemning the act of the

Baltic Squadron, expresses the hope that

an amicable settlement will be arrived at
The Russian Government has declared

that It has received no news from the

Squadron, but states that if the reports

of the damage done are conilrmed. it will

give full satisfaction

pressed in Russia at the

by the

THE BATTLE OF THE SHAHO.

JAPANESE CASUALTIES.

The result of Investigations made by
j

the Imperial Headquarters In Tokyo Into
]

the Japanese casualties in the battle of

the Shaho. which were completed on Tues-

day, show the total losses sustained by

the various Army Corps to be 15,879 Uj

killed and wounded. This Is 1,660 less

than the casualties In the fighting at

Liaoyang. Against those remarkably
small figures, the Russian losses, as already

reported by General Kuropatkln. are s>
timated at 55.868 in wounded and 12,009

in killed. Placed in tabular form, there-

fore, the casualties at the battle of the

Shaho as stated by the respective belli-

gerents are as follows :—
Russian 67,868

15,879

Friday, October '26th.

FOR two or three days in succession

there has been no news of importance
from the front. Yesterday Marshal

Oyama reported that the total casualties

of the Japanese at the battle of the Shaho
counted up to the 25th instant were 15,879,

Including killed and wounded, officers and

•

Captain Schultz, formerly in command
of the Russian cruiser - Novik," has

taken over the command of the cruiser

" Gromovol,'' succeeding Captain Dabycb,

who is suffering from wounds. The ap-

pointment Is said to be exceedingly

popular, owing to the Intrepid work of

Captain Schultz at Port Arthur.

The Chinese Government lodged a

protest with the Russian Government on

the 21st instant in support of the charge

laid by Japan that Russian soldiers In

Manchuria were occasionally found fight-

ing disguised as Chinese. This course

was taken at the request of the Japanese

Government. No reply has yet been re-

ceived from St. Petersburg.

Mall advlceB received at St. Petersburg

from Vladivostok say the defences around

that town have been completed and that

everything Is prepared should the

Japanese attempt operations on the line

of forts and batterleB. The surrounding

forests have l.een cut down in order not

to obstruct the rone of fire. Zigzag roads

lead to the batteries.

Advices have reached Tokyo stating

that the " Courier." a collier attached to

the Baltic Squadron, accompanied by

three torpedo-boats, arrived at Cherbourg

on the 23rd Instant The " Courier

"

•hipped coal, and the torpedo-boats took

In water, the vessels leaving on the

morning of the 24th. On the 23rd four

other Russian torpedo-boats and the

collier " Kltal " also arrived at Cherbourg,

where they shipped coal

Writing on the 5th Inst, military critics

In St Petersburg showed general un-

certainty as to the situation In the field

and the tactics to be pursued by the rival

armies. Some of the critics pointed out

that the conditions at Port Arthur may
force a change of Marshal Oyama's plan

o' campaign. The continued failure of the

attacks on the fortress and the enormous
losses sustained by the besiegers they

thought might compel Ojama to dispatch

some veteran troops from the Manchurlan
army to General Nogl's support, as the

reinforcements arriving at Port Arthur

are mostly reserve men. The oxperts

expressed great doubt whether Kuropatkln

contemplated more than a passive re-

sistance at Mukden, where, they say, the

topographical conditions are unfavour-

able for defence It Is significant that the

critics generally agreed that Tieling Is a

better position both for defence and

offence, being protected by the Liao River

or the west and offering strong positions

on the Kama range to the

The war
In the

of the .Vippon.

of a letter to his paper,

after the execution of the

Russian spy. Vasslll Llaboff. at Yental on

September 30th one of the Japanese stnff

officers on the field sent a message to the

Russian Army, to the following effect :

—

" Vasslll Llaboff, 33 years old. a prlva'e

111 the Chenbalsky 287th Regiment, dis-

guised as a Chinese farmer, was captured

hv our Army on September 2Rth. He con-

fessed to the fact that he had volunteered

his services and had been dispatched to

within our picket line in order to ascer-

tain the movements and dispositions of

our Army. After trial by court-martial,

he was sentenced to death, and was ex

ecuted on the 3flth. In rommunlcatlna

:1.if Incident to your Army, we cannor

but express the wish that your Army may
possess many soldiers as worthy and

honourable as was this Llaboff, Prior to

tlit! execution, when asked If he wanted

to say anything, he replied that he hat

nothing to say, as he was dying for th*

Tsar, his country and bis religion. He
was then told that hiB parents and his

wife would be Informed of his unflinching
lo>alty to his country and of his herolfl

death, and was asked If he had anything
more to communicate to them. He aga:a
replied to the contrary, and added that he
was not able to sufficiently express bis

gratitude to us. At the same time he
could not refrain from weeping Asking
our permission, he crossed himself anil

knelt down and prayed in silence All

present were deeply affected. Our sym-
pathy for this Ideal soldier. In whom were
embodied such loyal and grand thought*,
was Inexpressible."

A dispatch from Mukden at the
ning of the month gave the

i

the Japanese forces confronting
Kuropatkln. according to the best

estimates obtainable, as consisting of a

grand total of 180 battalions, and allow-

ing 800 men to a battalion, 114.000 in-

fantry. In addition there were 6.309

cavalry and fi:iu guns. Russians estimated

the separate Japanese forces at the fot-

|

lowing strength :—General Kuroki. with

the Imperial Guards and the Second and

Twelfth Divisions, a total of thlrty-su

battalions of Infantry, nine squadrons of

cavalry. 108 guns, and a separate artillery

corps of 108 guns j the Guard reserve

brigade, consisting of eight battalions of

infantry, nine squadrons of cavalry, and

twenty-four guns, and the reserve bri-

gades of thirty-two battalions of Infantry

and thlrty-slx guns, making the total of

Kuroki's army seventy-six battalions of

Infantry, eighteen squadrons of cavalr.'.

and 27C guns. General Oku'B army was

said to consist of the Third. Fourth ami

Sixth Divisions of thirty-eight battalions

or Infantry, nine squadrons of cavalry.

108 gunB. one separate cavalry brigade of

eight squadrons, a separate artillery bri-

gade of 108 guns, and reserve brlg»««

comprising twenty-four battalions o'

Infantry, nine squadrons of cavalry, and

twenty-five guns, making the tots!

strength of Oku's army sixty-two bat-

talions of Infantry, twenty-six squadron"

of cavalry, and 242 guns. General Nod«

commanded the Fifth and Tenth Plo-

sions, consisting of twenty-six battalion"

of Infantry and six squadrons of cavalry-
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Nodzu's army con-

sisted of forty-four battailons of Infantry,

nine squadrons of cavalry, and 120 guns.

theA Reuter's telegram dated

!Sth instant reads :

—

An Imperial Ukase Issued In St. Peters-

barR on the 23rd Inst, appoints General

Kuropatkln to the supreme command of

tie Russian Army In the Far East, while

Admiral Ale%eieff retains the post of

A later message Is as follow* :—
Four battleships of the Baltic Squadron

have arrived at Vigo In Spain ; the other

vessels are following.

Count Benckendorff has handed to

Lord Lansdowne the preliminary reply of

the Russian Government to the protest

made by Great Britain. It expresses the

fullest regret at the incident, and pro-

mises complete reparation when the

the Baltic Squadron

A later

It is

Viceroy Alexeleff will shortly return

Another telegram from Rcuter. dated

the 26th. reads :—
According to Renter's correspondent at

St Petersburg, the Russian Admiralty

announces that it Is at present Ignorant

of the whereabouts of the Baltic Fleet,

and states that It has no means of com-

municating with it.

A strong feeling prevails In England

that no reply will be satisfactory which
does not promise punishment for those

responsible for the outrage.

Meanwhile there Is marked activity at

the British Admiralty, and the dockyards

are working at high

A telegram from Berlin, dated the 2tith.

The British Government has, through

its Ambassador in St. Petersburg, pre-

sented to the Russian Government a state-

ment of facts in connection with the re-

cent outrage in the North Sea, and state*

that formal demand* will be specified

later after an answer to the first Note

has been received.

The Tsar and Count Lamsdorff, the

Minister for Foreign AffalrB, have ex-

pressed, through Count Benckendorff. the

Russian Ambassador in London, their

personal regret at the disaster.

It Is officially announced that the Rus-

sian Government Is prepared to give full

satisfaction for the outrage after the re-

port of the Russian Admiral has been re-

ceived in St. Petersburg.

The Journal iff SI. I'ctcrtburQ makes

an appeal for funds on behalf of the

sufferers and the families of those who
lost their lives In the unfortunate Inci-

dent In the North Sea.

A Havas telegram from Madrid say*

the Spanish Government will not prevent

the Baltic Fleet obtaining provisions at

Vigo.

Another batch of 830 Japanese refugees

from Siberia have left Breraerhaven on

hoard one of the Norddeutscher Lloyd

steamers for Japan.

As the steamer left the parly gave

several hearty " Banzai " for Germany.

Sai»rd«!/, October 2W//.

THE only information received from the

front yesterday was to the effort that

the news that has been long anticipated

may be expected In a few days. News
reaches Tokyo that the Japanese fire is

now much more effective on the strong-

hold than was formerly the case. On
Wednesday the magazine of one of the

forts exploded. The war-ships are now
taking shelter at the hase of Peiki Hill,

but they cannot escape the shell-lire.

Major-General Marui. who was wounded
In the battle of the Shaho. has arrived at

Hiroshima Invalided. In an Interview
•he General narrated the story of his last

battle. He said that on the 9th October
his column remained In the vicinity of
the Yental Collier." railway and encoun-
tered the Russians on the plain, the

artillery of both sides being fully exposed.

In the course of the fighting the

gradually forced the position on
Hill. This Russian line of

(tended for over 2.000 metres.

General Kuropatkln had remained there

until the previous day, and it Is said he

ordered his troop* to hold the position

until the last man. The Russians there-

fore contested the ground stubbornly. At
1 o'clock on the morning of the 12th the

Japanese made a final attack, and the

enemy retreated Into the Chinese village,

where more desperate fighting took place.

The «•!!!*» houses, clustered In group*,

seriously interfered with the operation*

of the Japanese, whe

By about 6 o'clock In

the Russians were fighting with a hundred

in defiance of their fire the

ressed, the Yasumura detach-

it leading. Ensign Shinagawa. the

bearer, was shot down, and also

Colonel Yasumura, who had taken the

standard himself, afterwardB handing It to

Adjutant Mayekawa. The latter fell, but

passed the flag to Ensign I to. who was also

kille! Immediately. After fighting of the

most sanguinary character the column suc-

ceeded In carrying the Russian position

at 9 o'clock in the morning. In this

fighting about sou officers and men. In-

cluding Colonel Yasumura, were killed or

wounded. General Marttl was struck In

his right leg at about 7 In the morning.

The Russians opposed to the Japanese

were the 37th and Rbth Divisions, newly

arrived from Europe.

Japanese officers, prisoners of war, are

detained at the town of Kaluga, a few

miles south of Moscow. On the 22nd ult.

an entertainment was held In honour of

the prisoners, and it is stated that the

local society leaders vied with each other

In

As already reported, a Rescript has been

issue! In Russia calling out the reserves

In the Warsaw, Vllna, Kleff, and Moscow
army districts. From later Information

It appears that the First and

Miller Brigades will be mobilised

next week, and the Third, Fourth and

Fifth

The Austrian Intelligence

published a proclamation Issued at Harbin
on the 25th Inst, by Viceroy Alexeleff.

The proclamation Is to the following

effect :—" The Tsar has accepted my ap-

plication and released me from the

military command, at the same time ap-

pointing General Kuropatkln Commander-
in-Chief of the Army In the Far East. 1

still retain the Vieeroyalty. The Tsar

appreciates my services In organising, con-

centrating, and commanding the Army In

the Far East. I take this opportunity of

my sincere thanks to the

men for having satisfactorily

heir duties. I trust the Army
will not fall to overcome the enemy,

strong as be may be, for the sake of the

Tsar and the prestige of the fatherland."

•

A Reuter's telegram dated Iyondon the

27th Instant reads :—
Prince Keren I. an officer on board the

Russian battleship " Imperator Alex-

ander." now at Vigo, haa made a state-

ment regarding the recent incident in the

North Sea. The Prince explains that is

a transport was steaming ahead of the

Rattle Fleet In the North Sea. she sud-

denly found herself surrounded by eli;ht

torpedo-boats. She signalled for the help

of a battleship, whereupon the division

advanced and signalled. " Strangers, leave,

or state nationality ! " The strangers re-

fused to comply with the order, but

Instead advanced among the battleships.

Suddenly the report of a gun was heard,

whereupon the Admiral In command of
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of battle, replied by firing his gun*, and
afterwards continued the voyage.
The Admiral, continued the Prince,

knew that the Japanese had purchased
torpedo-boats In England, and therefore

feared that the strangers were Japanese
torpedo-boats.

A message of the following day is as
follows :

—
Public opinion in England In regard to

the recent outrage in the North Sea :s

now at fever heat

A meeting of the Cabinet has heen sum-

moned for to-day. All political parties are
absolutely united In insisting on full re-

paration. Sir Henry Campbell-Banncr-
man, leader of the Liberal Party in the

House of Commons, and Lord Rosebery
have publicly declared that they will sup-
port the movement.
The battleship • Queen" (l.

r
,.<M'ii tons)

and nine torpedo uestroyers have sailed

from Malta for a destination unknown,
while a division of the Mediterranean
Fleet, now at Flume, has received urgent

onlers to unite with a division now ut

Pola (in the Adriatic) and proceed west-

wards

28th is aa

provision*

A
follows :

—
Spain has prohibited any

being granted to the Baltic

at Vigo.

The Russians declare that they believed
that the Hull trawling Meet were Japanese
torpedo- boats and therefore fired. They
never supposed that they were firing at
fishing vessels.

The Russian Admiral's report has not
yet been communicated to Ixmdon. Great
Britain demands the punishment of the
officers, but the Russian Government haa
not yet agreed to this,

Sutiduy. October 30//,.

\ DISPATCH from General Floug, pub-
** liBhed at Shanghai on the 28th lost.,

states that no fighting of note had taken

place at the front for the previous two

or three days, with the exception of the

artillery firing of the advance

The Japanese have constructed

trenches and strengthened their defence

positions. The dispatch adds that In one

part of the battlefield 1,500 dead Japanese

have been discovered and were Interred

with military honours. Further dis-

coveries are being made. The Russian

casualties in the fighting In that vicinity

80 officers and 1,800 me

several hundred fishing vessels, and
showed them every consideration except

on the occasion when they were in the

company of foreign torpedo-boats. The
Admiral expresses regret at the loss of

life and sympathy with the vlrtlms, but

the circumstances were such that no war
ships would have acted otherwise, even
In a time of profound peace.

A Reuter's telegram dated the 28th in-

stant is as follows :

—

An official statement published In St.

Petersburg with reference to the recent

outrage In the North Sea states that two

telegrams have been received from Ad-

miral Rohjestvensky. In command of the

Baltic Squadron.

In the first message the Admiral de-

clares that two torpedo-boats, which were

not showing their light*, attacked the

leading vessel of the Russian Squadron.

The latter used Its searchlights and

opened fire on the torpedo-boats, where-

upon the presence of several small

Bteamers resembling fishing vessels was

discovered. The Squadron endeavoured

to spare the latter as soon as the

torpedo- toats disappeared. TbO Ad-

miral further declares that he could

not be mistaken, as no torpedo-boats

accompanied his fleet. One strange

torpedo-boat was sunk, while the other

was only damaged. The Squadron re

malned till the morning near the small

steamer fleet, but did not assist the latter

became the vessels were Buspected of

complicity In the attack In view of their

obstinacy In crossing the Russian line

reveral times.

In the second telegram Admiral Roh-

jestvensky states that his

A message of the following day
It is understood that the British Cabi-

net has received promises of a speedy In-

quiry Into the affair, and that such In-

quiry will probably be held at Vigo.

The danger of war between Great
Britain and Russia has thus
moved.

A telegram from Berlin or the 26th

says :
—

The Russian Embassy at Madrid has
succeeded in obtaining permission from
the Spanish Government for coaling the

Baltic Squadron In Spanish waters, each
Bhip being allowed to take too tons on
board.

Viceroy Alexeleff has left Mukden for

St. Petersburg.

PUNISHMENT OF REFRACTORY
PRISONERS OF WAR.

IMPERIAL ORDINANCE.

The following Imperial Ordinance, pro-

viding the measures to be taken for the

punishment of refractory prisoners of

war. has been issued :

—

1.—A prisoner of war who shall have

offered resistance or committed outrage

against persons taking charge, guarding,

or escorting such prisoners shall he

punished with major imprisonment.

Offences of a venial character shall lie

punished with minor detention for terms

ranging from six months to five years.

2 —When a number of prisoners of war
shall have entered upon a

committed thu offences specified in the
preceding Article, the ringleader shall be
punished with death and the others
banished for certain periods. Light
OffiMCea will be punished by major Im-
prisonment.

3.—WSien a number of prisoners of war
shall have entered upon a conspiracy to

escape, the ringleader shall be punished
with banishment for a period, but aa
offence of a serious character shall be
punished with death, while the others
shall be punished with major Imprison-
ment. Light offenders of this character
will be imprisoned without labour for

terms ranging from six months to flvo

years.

4 —A prisoner of war who has been re-

leased, and who shall subsequently violate

his oath, shall be punished with major
imprisonment, while one who shall take
up arms again In violation of his oath
shall be punished with death.

5.—A prisoner of war who shall have
broken his parole not to attempt escape
shall be punished by major Imprison-
ment, while one violating his parole on
other matters shall be punished with Im-

prisonment without labour.

6—The provisions of Articles I. to III

of this Ordinance shall not be applied to a
prisoner of war who shall have been re-

captured after escaping \b regards an
offence committed by him during the time
he was under detention on a previous oc-

casion.

[It appears that the "banishment"
provided will be to the Hokkaido.]

THE CAPTURED " S1SHAN."

RELEASE FROM SASEHO.

Tne British steamer " Slshan," which
was recently captured at Newchwang by
the Japanese and brought to Sasebo, was
released by the Prize Court on the 27th

with her cargo. The vessel left Saseho

for Nagasaki on Friday.

Apparently It has been decided by the

Court that the " Slshan " was not carrying

contraband.
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Tuesday, November 1st.

A DISPATCH fromA reaching the Headquarters on Satur-
day gives particular* of an engage-

between a detachment of the Right
Army Corps and the Russlans on

Hill, which was carried by the

at 4 o'clock In the afternoon,

although the Russians made a desperate
resistance lasting several hoars. The
force of the Russians was two battalions

«f the 18th Fusilier Regiment
In this action the Japanese captured

two machine guns. On the 28th the Rus-
i ftred at Waltau Hill, which was oc-

by the Japanese on the previous

oar. till about 11 o'clock In the morning.

In the afternoon they suspended Are, and

s large force which was assembled In the

vicinity of Kangtaljin Hill, as well as an

outpost occupying a position on an eleva-

tion north of Hengyuroho, entirely dis-

appeared from tIbw.

In other directions, reports Marshal

Or»ms. nothing has happened excepting

occasional artillery fighting.

• •

A further dispatch received by the

Headquarters on Sunday is as follows :

—

" On the night of the 28th the Russians

came out to attack Waltau Hill, but were

soon repulsed. At 3 o'clock on the morn-
ing of the 29th the Centre Army Corps

sent a detachment of Infantry to attack

a village In the front of the army corps,

where the Russians were taking the posi-

tion. Our detachment carried the

Tillage and set Are to the houses. The
village Is situated midway between the

outposts of our army and the Russians,

who made It the base of operations for

the purpose of surprising us during night

time. At about 11 o'clock on the night

of the 27th the enemy surprised our posi-

tion on the eleTatlon of Sandokoshl. but

the bands of the

The Osaka Mainichi publishes the fol-

lowing dispatch from Its correspondent

with the First Army Corps :
—"On Octo-

ber 14th a detachment of the Japanese

occupied Waltau Hill, but abandoned It

in order to form a better line of defence.

Taking advantage of the retreat of

the Japanese, the Russians reoccnpled the

hill. At 8 o'clock in the morning the

Jtpanese Infantry, under the protection of

the artillery, attacked the Russians on the

hill and recovered the position by

4 o'clock in the afternoon. The enemy's

strength consisted of eight companies of

the 18th Fusilier Regiment, and the posi-

tion was strongly fortified. The enemy
retreated, leaving thirty dead, two

of rifles In

but their total

at not less than
200 In killed and wounded. In the course
of their retreat the Russians made use of
their artillery, but without effect. The
Japanese casualties In this fighting were
170 In killed ami wounded, Including
twelve officers, among whom Major Nlsbl-
kubo is severely wounded. The Russians
continue their menacing fire, continually

taking advantage of the moonlight." The
says that although the

Irregular for the past
ten days It has continued fine. The
average temperature has been 7 degrees

Centigrade, the maximum being 12 de-

grees and the minimum 2 degrees below
freezing point. At present the weather
Is similar to that experienced In January
In Japan.

According to a message from New-
rhwang received yesterday by the Atahi,

the Port Arthur besieging army, which
commenced another attack on the strong-

hold on the 26th ult . has succeeded In

carrying the Nlryo Hill, while the Sunsbu
Hill is also expected soon to be occupied.

The main force of the Russians seems to

be entrenched on Isu and Antte hills.

The war-ships In the harbour are not

keeping up steam, and It Is supposed that

tbey are either without coal or are

damaged. Whenever they find It neces

sary to change their berths to avoid the

Japanese shells, they are towed by tug-

Many letters from

been received in St. Petersburg

Incidents at the battle of Llaoyang. One
man who was present In the town during

the fearful bombardment of August 30th

and August 31st compares tbe scenes to a

seething cauldron, while veterans of the

Turkish war declare that nothing ap-

proaching the intensity of the shell flro

bad been experienced at Plevna. The
hollow in which Llaoyang is situated Is

described as being an awful mass of

death and destruction. Some of the

Japanese guns posted in the Chinese

corn paid particular attention to a Rus
sian captive balloon, firing shrapnel in

the hope of puncturing it. The soldiers

attached to the rope of the balloon wero

compelled several times to hurriedly drag

it away, but the balloon was never even

touched. Major-Ceneral Kashtalinsky

told a correspondent that the Japanese

gunners tried vainly for a whole day to

locate a Russian battery posted in the

hill.

A Reuters telegram

October 29th. reads :—
Speaking at Southampton last night.

Mr. Hal four, the Premier, confirmed the
news of a speedy Inquiry Into the North
Sea outrage.

Mr. Balfour said that It had been ar-
ranged to make tho action of the Baltic
Squadron In the North Sea the subject
of an Inquiry of an International charac-
ter. The Russian Government had or-
dered the detention at Vigo of part of
the Baltic Squadron concerned. The
officers responsible would not proceed to
the Far Bast, but would be
adequately punished, F

would give orders that would prevent the
possibility of a recurrence of such ma

WJth reference to the recent Incident
In the North Sea there will. It Is believed,
be a British Board of Trade inquiry at
Hull, a Russian naval Inquiry at Vigo,
and an Inquiry by an International Com-
mission at The Hague or elsewhere.
Tbe Russian war-ships " Ossliabya."

"Slssol Vellkl." "Navarln," "
,

Nakhimoff." •• Aurora."
" Dmitri Donskol." " Kamschatka,"
"Zemchtlng." " Almat." and seven tor-
pedo-boats, with Ave colliers, have ar-
rived at Tangier. The rest of the

will remain at Vigo, where the

lessage of the following day

The Japanese Minister has protested
against the coaling and provisioning
facilities given to the Russian vessels at
Vigo. Tbe Spanish Minister replied that
other countries did the same.
Admiral 81r Cyprian Bridge and Mr.

Butler Aspinall. K C the well-known
barrlster-at-law of the Admiralty Court,
have been appointed to

nature and extent of the
fllcted by the Baltic

the compensation for the

North Sea.

A Berlin

A report from Irkutsk states that a
train, while running between
and Zouvary. was derailed,

twenty freight cars being damaged. No
one was hurt. The rails were broken for

a distance of 200 metres, but have al-

ready been repaired. The cause of the
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Wednesday, November '2nd.

lUJRING the fighting In the vicinity of

** the Shaho. the Japanese Red Cross

advanced Its ambulance corps from Hon-

kelko In the direction of Cbaotau. Here

the wounded were being attended when
the corps, together with Japanese troops,

was surrounded by Russians. The trans

port men fousht their way through the

Russian line*, and the ambulance corps

retreated to Its former position. That the

Red Cross Corps should enter the fighting

line to attend the wcunded Is perhaps

unprecedented.

A good deal of ?urprise was caused at

home when the Russian decision to

advance prior to the battle of the Snahn

was mafie public hi the General Order of

Kuropatkln. Various reasons were ad-

vanced by the critics as having rii.nllily

actuated Kuropatkln— first, that JtpMCM
Inactivity lei him to suppose that he wii
stronger numerically

; second, that in-

trigues connected with the appointment of

a new Commander-in-Chief may have

determine! Kuropatkln to precipitate

matter* ; and, third, and. according to the

English critics, by far the mast acceptable

explanation, that he again was overruled

from St, Petersburg and was acting on

Imperial orders. In connection with this

last supposition the Daily Telegraph

said :
—

" He aecm.i to be thrusting his

head Into the lion's Jaws under Instruc-

tions from St. Petersburg to give the Tsar

a victory at any cost."

Mr Spencer Wilkinson. In the Morning

Pott, took a similar view. He said that

Kuropatkin's mention of the relief of

Port Arthur and the fact that Immediately

following the decision to send out a

second army Kuropatkin was about to

risk everything In an attack by the first

army, suggested Government pressure.

" If so." Mr. Wilkinson wrote, " his ad-

vance is a sign of desperation; but If hoi*

at ting on his own Judgement, it Is a boi l

move, and he Is a formidable antagonist"

While all the morning newspapers com-

mented In a similar vein, the consensus

of opinion was that Field Marshal Oyama
had nothing to fear from a Russian ad-

vance, and that he would welcome the

prospect of a decisive battle, since It was

considered after such an order that

further retreat was Impossible for the

Russians without demoralisation. Should

Kuropatkln be beaten nobody would

expect the second Russian army to

any better than the first.

M. Qarlne, a correspondent of the

Sovotti Vnia, of St. Petersburs. Id a letter

dated August 29th describes several mov
!np Incidents of the battle of Llaoyang

The Japanese attacked, he says, with " lu-

ff rnal energy." After the opening attack*

there were great nil miters of wound'1
1,

and M. Garine witnessed many tragi-

scenes He says :
—

" They have brought the General who
commanded the 4th Regiment some time

age and the present commander of the

same regiment. Colonel Raaten. His wife

Is here at Elaoyang as a sister of charity

Beth officers were In a fans*., and th-y

were both killed by the explosion of a

shrapnel. I can see litters with wounded
carried by nun marching in step A
lister of charity Is walking near a litter,

a do~tor Is riding b»hlrd. The litter

I se' down, and we sec a long, half-covere.l

\

face overgrown with a beard of a few

days' growth. Jaws firmly COmprCBMd, and

hand's folded fast like those or a dead

mm, The sister bends her It?, i and

li«t"n< The wounde I man * chest

scarcely heaves. Perhaps she is waiting

to catch one word. Rut she wa:t3 In vain

and presently rises, helpless from fear

|

and anguish. It ts General Marsson

in the litter, and the sister la his wife—

a

woman still young and handsome Th.-

doctor lingers a little behind, and tells

us hurriedly, ' No hope, The shrapnel

has smashed his Up. passed through the

stomach, and torn the Intestines!
"'

and will continue the voyage to the Far

The Tsar has appointed, his oi«Wr.
camp. Captain Roanakoff, to represent the

Russian naval authorities at the confer
ence to he held at Hull to investigate the

recent affair in the North Sea.

Reports from Gibraltar state that the

order for the mobilisation of the British

Navy has been countermanded.

A Renter's telegram dated London,

Octoter 31st, reads :
—

The P. & 0. liner " Assaye." which has

been detained at Gibraltar, has

on her voyage, now escorted by the

liattleshlp " Illustrious."

The Russian inquiry Into the recent

Incident in the North Sea was opened at

Vigo yesterday.

Five Russian torpedo destroyers have

left Tangier : thv remainder of the

Squadron Is shipping coals and provt-

A later message says :
—

The Governments of Great Hrltaln and

Russia are negotiating a special Conven-

tion to appoint a commission of Inquiry

into the facts of the North Sea outrage.

The commission will probably meet at

Cherbourg.

A message from Berlin, dated the 31st

October, reads :—
The English and French papers praise

the Tsar for agreeing to submit the North

Sea Incident to arbitration, and see In

this art a drawing closer of Russia to the

Anglo-French entente cortliale. which Is

friendly to Russia also.

The Baltic Squadron has completed the

work of provisioning the ships at Vigo,

THE CARGO or the " SISHAN."

A Nagasaki dispatch states that the

British steamer " Slshan." released from
Saseho by order of the Prlie Court,

arrived at Nagasaki on the 2»th ultimo.

The " Slshan " left Hongkong on Septem-

ber 29th. carrying 450 head of cattle, a

hundred sheep, and general cargo. She

was captured by the Japanese on October

1st. and the cattle and sheep mostly died

on the way to Saseho. The remainder Of

the cattle being affected by rinderpest,

they were all kll!e1 at Saseho. and the

steamer was thoroughly disinfected. The

original ci st of the rattte. It Is report-l,

was about WO per nead. and they were

expects! to te sold at a profit of V2>i nt

Port Arthur.

PORT ARTHUR.

INDICATIONS OF THE POSITION.

The news Is published In Tokyo that

since the 2Hth ultimo several fires have

broken out In the city of Port Arthur a»

well as In the Russian forts. On the Nil

severe rannonadin» was heard at the rear

of the stronghold.

It Is reported that all the war-ships is

Port Arthur harbour are now occupying

the anchorage of merchant-ships at the

base of Pelkl Hill. The " Peresviet."

"Retvisan." and 'Bayan" are heavily

damaged. The "Bayan" Is believed to

be riddled with the shot of heavy guns.

The Chefoo correspondent of the AtaH
sends further particulars of the attars

made on Port Arthur on the 2Cth ultimo

The Japanese resumed the bombardment

early on the morning of that day. says

the correspondent, and the Russian

powder magazine at the position on East

Keikwan Hill exploded. Several fir''6

broke out in the city of Port Arthur In

the course of the day. The war-

ship:, in the harbour also suffered

heavily. At S o'clock in the even

ing the forts on Iuu. Anue, and

Nnyo Hills, which are the strongest of

all the forts, ceased fire for a time. The

Japanese availed themselves of this op-

portunity for making repeated

against the heavily mined

Sunsbu Hill. Hachimakl Hill, and also

against the position on the side of Nlr)'°

Hill, all of which were carried or

9 o'clock. On Hachimakl Hill the Ru«-
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slana made a stubborn stand, and did not

give way even when the Japanese bad

approached to within about ten metres

The heavy naval guns directed their flre

against this garrison and compelled the

Russians to retreat. The aide of Nlryo

Hill Is almost vertical but the Japanese

managed to scale It, and had made a

trench In about half an hour after carry-

In- It. A mine exploded In this direction.

but It Injured only four men. After these

three positions had been carried, the Rut-

•»lans on LauU Hill directed their Or*

against them and tried to recover the lost

B.ound. but failed to do so

Thursday. Xurember 3rd.

[1HE Jiji states that damage suffered

by the Japanese fleet from mines

in the course of the present war

his been very heavy. Prom reports

published so far. the total casualties

of Che Japanese Nary amount to

2.162 In killed and wounded, and of

this number about 1,400 were killed or

by the mines. The casualties

from the actual naval fighting

i 72 In the battle outside Port Arthur

on February 9th : 226 In the battle on

10th : 124 In the battle of Tau-

Straits and 14 In the fighting In

Kincbow Bay on August 14th ; ninety-

four men have been killed In the

•routing operations cutside Port Arthur,

which make the total casualties In

actual warfare 54C. The remainder have

been killed by mine?. These statistics

only refer to the losses by battle or

The casualties through

Included.

have now left Vigo, leaving four officers

behind for the purpose of giving evidence

at the investigation to be

recent Incident.

A later dispatch Is as follows :—
Lord Lansdowne. Secretary for For-

eign Affairs, last night issued a statement

to the effect that before the Baltic Fleet

left Vigo. Russia entered Into an engage-

ment that the vessels wouto not Interfere

with neutral

A Berlin dispatch dated the 1st

r< ads :
—

Germany lias lodged a claim at St.

Petersburg for damage done by the Baltic

Fleet In firing

steamer.

The special correspondent of the

siae Official Agency has telegraphed from
Vladivostok to England a gruesome story

Illustrating the devotion of the Russian

sailors. After the sea light near Port

Arthur on August 10th. while the sailors

of the battleship " Tsesarevlteh" were pre-

paring their comrades killed In the battle

for burial In the deep, a wounded sailor

accosted the chief surviving officer and

asked. "With whom shall I bury this

•and ? " The officer replied. " Bury It. my
friend, with the body to which it belongs

"

The sailor gravely responded. " It is my
own hand." "Then," said the officer,

"bury it with the body of the man you

like best." The sailor went away, and on

his return said. "
I have burled my hand

with the legs of my beloved Admiral."

A Reuter-s telegram dated the 1st In-

stant reads :
—

•loners are to be sent by the Board of

Trade to examine Into the damage done

by tbe Baltic Fleet to those of the Hull

trawlers which have not yet returned. It

has been ascertained that twenty of these

vessels have suffered, some of them

seriously.

The Rsslan vessels now at Vigo are

the battleships " Kntas Suvaroff," " Boro-

dino." " Orel." and " Alexander III."

INVALIDED TROOPS IN JAPAN.

to the Kokumin. the number

of wounded and otherwise Invalided

tioops now in the twelve Army Hospitals

established in Japan is 43.119. while there

are 10,343 men discharged from hospitals

and staying at various health resorts.

On the 27th ultimo 197 patients arrived

at tbe Tokyo Army Hospital from Hiro-

shima. Of this number. 52 had been

wounded In fighting, and 6 were suffering

from injury otherwise caused. Among
this group no less than 104

from kakke

PORT ARTHUR

FURTHER OFFICIAL ACCOUNT OF
OPERATIONS.

rassed by the fir- from the war-ships.

Both the fleet and the naval guns at Port

Arthur were of ,;reat assistance to the

Russians, the lal'er being specially effec-

tive. A Arc ragt-d in Port Arthur on the

7th August, and on the 9th a steamer of

2.000 tons was Mink by the Japanese bom-
bardment.

On the 11th Marshal Oyama received

instructions from Marshal Yamagata with
reference to th j i:,-nperor's desire to save

non-combatants, women, and children.

The report also mentions the dispatch on
the ICth of Major Yamaoka to the Rus-
sian lines with the wishes of tbe Emperor,
the result of which is already known.
The first general assault was com-

menced early on tbe morning of the 19th,

but was abortive. The attack was main-
tained continuously for five days, but the

Russians defended with a gallantry equal

to that of the Japanese, who had captured

and lost forts, while both sides had
sacrificed numbers of men. On the 24th

an Imperial Message encouraging the

was read.

lugust 25th to September 18th

the Japanese were engaged In making
preparations for another attack, which
meant the construction of extensive mili-

tary works. Tne rival outposts were
engaged almost dally.

On September 19th the second general

attack was opened. In the course of which
the Kuropatkin fort and six other forts

and positions were carried. In one
on the summit of a hill, the

A

All the

of the following day

of the

The Imperial Headquarters at Tokyo
yesterday published a summary of the

reports detailing the progress of opera-

tions at Port Arthur from August 1st to

October 29th. During that period three

general attacks Were made. We condense

it as follows :
—

Prom August 1st to the 17th flghtng

continued daily, the operations of the

Japanese progressing slowly. On the

afternoon of the 8th five or six companies

of Russian Infamrv attacked the Japanese

at Takushan and Siaokushan. Tbe forts

also fired, assisted by the fleet which ap-

peared in the offing, so that the Japanese

were assaulted from front and rear.

The besieging force defended with de-

speration, and sjceeeded In repulsing the

Infantry attack, but was greatly embar-

El * 13 C n <? 3 II

V

and the lighting was
carried on in the freest style for days and
nights. The combatants hurled anything

at each other that was handy, whether

stones and explosives, but this typical

bit of warfare ended with the Russ'--'1

maintaining their position and the

Japanese In this part of tbe field retreat-

ing to their own. This second assault

was characterised with extreme bravery

and dash on both sides, and ended sub-

stantially in ravour of tbe Japanese.

Big gun fire from the Japanese line*

occupied the first seven days of Octo-

ber, the city and tbe war-ships In

the harbour being the target During

the first seven days of October, the

" Poltava." " Peresvlet." and " Retvlsan "

were thought to hsve been disabled by

i the combined flre of the heiry artillery
1

and naval guns. On subsequent days the

war-ships received damaging flre. and It

is calculated that all told their fighting

be considerably reduced.
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The report states that some of the men
of the centre column were struck by
Dum-dum bullets fired by the Russians.

On the leth of September the centre

column carried a fort after de-

mcounters. the Russians leaving

about a hundred dead on the field, two

On the 25th the naval guns sunk another
steamer in the harbour.

At 8.30 o'clock on the morning of

October 2Gth, the besieging army com-
menced to bombar! the forts on Sunshu
Hill. Niryo Hill, and East Keikwan Hill

with the heavy artillery and the naval

guns landed from the fleet. The forts

were repeatedly struck by the heavy
artillery fire, while the naval guns were
effective against Sunshu and Niryo forts.

A breach was at length made in the

breastwork of the latter fort and the pro-

tective coverings were broken down. On
Sunshu Hill the coverings were also

smashed, while a 15-cm. gun was over-

turned and another put out of action.

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon other

heavy guns fired at the infantry trenches

on the slopes fronting Niryo and Sunshu
Hill forts and inflicted heavy damage. At

5 o'clock a attachment of the right wing
charged the trenches on Sunshu Hill, and
a detachment of the centre corps attacked

the trenches on Niryo Hill and also on the

southern slopes of Hachlmakl Hill. These
positions were carried with comparatively

little loss. As soon as the trenches were
occupied, the Russian forts east and west

concentrated their fire upon the detach-

ments, and '.he enduing fighting was both

a grand and terrible spectacle. Very few

of the Russian shells, however, took

effect. A mine exploded on Niryo Hill,

hut none of the besiegers were hit. Dur-

ing the following night the Japanese

maintained their artillery fire chiefly with

the object of preventing the enemy's re-

pairing operations at the damaged forts.

The Are was also directed upon the war-

ships In the harbour and the arsenal.

The Russians on Sunshu and Niryo Hills

under the protection of their heavy guns

made several chan.es. but were repulsed.

The artllle-y attack of the Japanese was
continued on the 27th. and the net result

of these attacks was the destruction «.f

several guns, light and heavy, with

damage to '.he forts and to the Russian

Infantry posUions.

Both day and night the

deavoured to hamper the Ja
Uons by means of mine explosions, In-

fantry attacks, and artillery fire. On
the 28th Oct. the besiegers' heavy artil-

lery continue 1 the bombardment with

satisfactory results. The effect of this

Ore was to prevent the Russians
good the damage done on the
day. New breach** were made in their

defensive works : the old city of Port

Arthur caught fire, and a factory was
burned. At daylight on the 29tb, the

Japanese artillery still In action, a force

of a hundred Russians attacked the

Japanese holding a newly occupied posi-

tion. A similar attack was made on ano-

ther position, but both attacks were re-

pulsed after heavy fighting. The Japan-

ese storming parties succeeded In making
extensive breaches In the outer walls of

several forts, while on the third day the

destructive effect of the continued bom-
bardment was apparent, over 350 pro-

jectiles of heavy artillery striking the

forts. The naval guns were also effective

In doing damage In the harbour, five

Saturday, Xtwanher 5th.

ACCORDING to an official report Just

published the Russian aollders who
surrendered before Port Arthur on the
18th ult. made the statement that the fall

of the stronghold was expected moru-
Ing and evening. Officers were com'
pelllng the inhabitants, Including Chin-
ese, to labour day and night with
little rest. Groans of agony were, heard
In all directions. The soldiers who had
surrendered said they had not sufficient

clothing and food. Their pay was in

lonths, and their work was
In consequence of this, they

to surrender. The men added
that each company of Infantry now
consisted of 70 to 80 men on an average.
Besides these there were about 2,500
bluejackets and volunteers. The force of

the Japanese fire having greatly Increased
of late. General Stoessel called for and
obtained 400 volunteers from among the

soldiers as a forlorn hope, and offered
them a reward of money and decorations.

These volunteers harassed the enemy In

different directions and endeavoured to

Rputer's service sends the following dis-

patch of General Stoessel, dated October
llth :—

" At 11 o'clock thiB morning the enemy
commenced to bombard the whole line of
our defences on the north-cast of the

railway and to the north-east of the
stronghold as well as the interior, and in

the meantime the enemy's infantry ad-

vanced on the forts through the trenches.

Despite their exhaustion and the lack of

clothing and food, our troops fought

bravely."

In a later dispatch, dated October 17th,

Oeneral Stoessel says :
—

"At about 3 o'clock on the afternoon

of the 16th, the Japanese again com-
menced a hot bombardment, concentrat-

ing their fire upon the forts on the

northern line of defence in the vicinity

of the railway. The enemy advanced his

field artillery to the railway near Hachlli-

wan. and opened fire. Our artillery and
fusiliers repulsed this attack. The fight-

ing ended at about 7 o'clock In the

Ing. but the usual long-range fir*

kept up all day and night. The Japanese

suffered heavy losse«"

• *

The Japanese official report of these

attacks In the case of October 14th simply

states that thirteen projectiles of the

heavy artillery struck the fort on Sunshu
Hill, a few shots striking the war-ships

and other forts. Referring to the fight-

ing on October ICth, the official report

'On October ICth the centre

skilfully following up the artil-

lery fire, In the afternoon stormed the

fort on Hachimaki Hill (an elevation

south-east of Niryo Hill) and the trenches

on the slopes of Niryo Hill. The attack

carried the forts and trenches after des-

perate fighting for a short while. The
casualties of the enemy are unknown, but

the dead on the slopes numbered not less

than a hundred. A fleldplece, a gun of

small calibre, and two machine guns. In

addition to a number of

Ac, were captured."

A Reuter's telegram of the 2nd instant

Is as follows :
—

It Is authoritatively stated that the

undertaking to detain the Baltic Squadron
was limited to the duration of the Rus-

|

slan Investigation at Vigo, and not to

the duration of the international In-

quiry. The British Government never
Interpreted the undertaking otherwise.
The negotiations for the formation of

a Court arc progressing, The Commis-
sion will probably consist of an Admiral
and Jurist on both sides and Naval
officers of neutrals. Great Britain

favours Paris, and Russia The Hague as

the place of meeting. The other es-

sential points require the fullest con-

sideration.

Mr. Balfour has presided over a

Cabinet Council which lasted an hour
and a half.

A later message reads :
—

Reuter's St. Petersburg correspondent

says that Great Britain proposes that

the Commission shall consist of four de-

legates appointed respectively by Great

Britain. Russia. France, and the United

States, and that the fifth be selected by

these, the Commission to meet at Paris

At the instance of Counsel for the Go-

vernment, the Coroner's Jury «« Hull
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simply found that the deceased, the

victims of the North Sea incident, were

killed by shots fired by the

ships, without receiving

giving

A message of the 3rd Is as follows J—
The four Russian officers who were

Attained at Vigo arrived at Paris and

hire proceeded to St Petersburg.

The witnesses at the Hull Inquest were

tophatlc that no torpedo-boats were pre-

the trawling

A Berlin dispatch of the 3rd instant

The Baltic Squadron under Admiral

Rohjestvcnsky has continued Its voyage.

Only four Russian officers were left

it Vigo to assist at the Inquiry Into the

North Sea Incident. This inquiry will

only be Into the facts of the case. Where

it mill be held is uncertain and It Is not

whether a Russian or British

will preside with lawyers as

The Arbitration Court will be

Mi at The Hague or Paris. French and

American Admirals will take part In the

proceedings, and the President will be a

representative of a neutral Power.

The report that the Russians used

torpedoes against the Hull trawling fleet

ti denied.

The Agence Russe circulates a corn-

from the Tsar, In which.

Majesty thanks Prance for

her mediation In the North Sea affair

;

secondly, states that the Russo-FTench

Alliance la as cordial as ever ; and

thirdly, that no Ruseo-Oerm&n secret

Treaty exists.

The Fourth Russian Army Corps is

for the Far East.

DOOMED PORT ARTHUR.

last from this historic citadel. Who
knows but that before long most of us

will have paid our last account or be

languishing In a Japanese jail. No mat-

ter where we may be in future, the world

must acknowledge the Russians here have

made history and glorious history at that.

" General Stoessel is reported to have

telegraphed to the Tsar and the Russian

court saying. ' I now bid you all good-bye

for ever ; Port Arthur Is my grave," an 1

the brave General who would prefer death

to a repetition of a call to capitulate. Is

doing his utmost to prolong the Tsar's

domination over this eastern Cronstal:

He fully realises his desperate position,

knowing now there is no chance of the

long promised succour coming from the

north and that Port Arthur will be ere

long in the hands of the Japanese.

"General Stoessel has at last instill*.!

into every one of the garrison the spirit

of death and glory In preference to

,
honourable capitulation. All contemplate,

thanks to his martial spirit, the f ulfli-

I ment of their last duty with honour.

There Is not a portion of the garrison

J

into whom he does not Instil tbe grim J*
termination ' no surrender.' All thoae

who know that Port Arthur Is the last

portion of the earth their living eyes will

ever gaze upon, give ringing cheers as the

hero General makes hi* dally Inspections

" General Stoessel never seems to tire.

No detail of defence is so trivial as not to

elicit his Interest, but the most minute

particulars are Investigated with the same
indefatigable energy. Japanese fire In-

flicted great damage upon the arsenal,

destroying arms and munitions, but the

gallant General turned on fatigue parties

to repair the damages and keep the men
In condition.

"Daily fresh ammunition Is being

manufactured, not for long range, but

such as will prove moat effective and

deadly In the last great straggle at

PATHETIC LETTER FROM THE
STRONGHOLD.

The Shanghai Timet of the 29th ultimo

is enabled, through the courtesy of a

Continental gentleman, who does not de-

his name disclosed, to publish the

following touching letter received from a

relative resident In Port Arthur. The

letter was written on tbe -1st ultimo and

arrived at Shanghai from Chefoo on the

18th. As the letter states. It was de-

livered to a Chinese boatman, who was

bribed to mall It at Chefoo. The fact that

the missive reached Its destination proves

that the blockade is not as effective as it

wild be made. The correspondent

"
I have written you several letters,

whicti I hax-e entrusted to Chinese at-

tempting to get away from this place, but

Is uncertain if any have reached you,

** iome of my bearers have been turned

I am making this attempt any
w»y to R»t off a lino by a Chinese boat-

man iw there i* a slight lull In the

WftseWs cannonading and my
l»te time to settle. I wonder If this Is

Uie last letter I shall write or at

" All men are now content to make this

last desperate stand, but General Stoessel

had many an arduous fight to Instil this

spirit of resignation and determination,

particularly after some of the earlier and
heavier disasters, when the reservoir was
lost and the possible privations from

thirst were contemplated.
" General Stoessel to counterbalance

this terrible loss put some of the garrison

to work sinking the wells to a greater

depth, lest if winter should see these

freeao up the supply of water would be

reduced to melted Ice and snow, and there

is little spare fuel here,

also growing scarce, I

Junks bring in a cargo of luxuries, which

at other times would be considered the

first necessaries of life.

" Thero Is a quantity of tinned provi-

sions ; no one knows the amount but the

General and his staff, and fresh meat is

almost, if not entirely, consumed, except

a horse, which may be killed or Injured

by the enemy's Are. When one of these

is by chance killed there is almost a gala

feast upon the few ounces allotted to each

has struck a discordant note and that Is

General 8milnoff. who Is Jealous of the

influence gained by General Stoessel. It

is painful that under the circumstance

prevailing within the stronghold, there

should be any note of Jealousy or dis-

cord. At first the Polish and Jewish

troops were all for surrender and at pre-

sent they are kept nnder strict surveil-

lance lest they should be tempted to

desert.

" The field and naval hospitals are over-

crowded, while the hygienic conditions

are becoming desperate. Dally the num-
ber of wounded increases as the cordon is

drawn closer. The firing at times is so

incessant that it Is almost impossible to

bury the dead at any depth, so that as

they putrlfy the scraping of earth on
top Is not sufficient to absorb the odours.

" The new town has suffered severely

from the fire of the long range guns and
the harbour on occasions Is in a foment

from Jropping shells, the result ol high

angle fire. Over half the original fighting

garrison are dead, sick or wounded. It is

generally believed that at the time the

fleet made the attempt to break through

the blockade and escape, the garrison

were to make a desperate sortie, inflict

to the worst,

cheme fallel

not being able to es-

then if the

capitulate,

through

cape.

" As these vessels did not escape on

that memorable occasion, neither do they

now escape the shells from various quar-

ters, which are doing terrible damage.

The pressure from without Is daily In-

creasing and it is hard to say bow long

we shall hold out, but the fall is expected

soon, though It will be a desperate fight

of the enemy will surely go

Here followed matters ' of a private

nature.

'1 HE SITUATION AT MUKDEN.

JAPANESE CONCENTRATING.

is one man In the who

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama
ing the Haadqt

that on the afternoon of the 30th ultimo

a Russian force consisting of over a

regiment of infantry, one division (three

regiments) of cavalry, and three batteries

of artillery, advanced from Litajenton.

Kansantal, and the west of these places,

and threatened the left wing of the Left

Army Corps. The 1

and repulsed, the

slight. The repo

cavalry suffered heavily. Fifty or sixty

men lost their horses and retreated In

disorder, leaving 13 men and 16 horses

killed. The left wing sent a detachment

to a village north-west of Cbangllangpao

on the night of the 30th. The village was

destroyed by fire.

A Reuter's telegram given the following

dispatch of General Kuropatkln dated

October 29th:—"No fighting is reported

to-day. Our cavalry sent to reconnoitre

the situation of tbe enemy yesterday

(28th) occupied the village of Chantzatlcn

the protection of the
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artillery. After fighting, the

treated from Sajobo. On October 28th the

Japanese fired the whole day on a village

west of Changllangpao which was occu-

pied by our volunteers, who held their

position with slight loss. A
detachment consisting of two

of infantry, two troops of cavalry, and two

machine guns, attempted to drive our

advance poet from Talan, south of Wan-

fanglin, but were repulsed.
M On the night of October 29th our

volunteers reconnoitred the country south

of Wanslntun. The

abandoned by us on the 27th. The

volunteers occupied the lowest line of the

trenches on the hill In the

on the night of the 29th,

at from the heights. Five of them

the summit and brought back a number

of the wounded who were left on Uie 17th

and then the volunteers retreated, keeping

up their Are. Another body of volun-

teers under cover of night approached

the enemy's trenches In front of Putiloff

Hill and raised two signal light*, when

the whole line of the enemy gave alarm.

The volunteers had occupied FlngBlng.

south of Lujatun. but they were surprised

by a large force of the Japanese by
and had to retreat to Lugatun. At day-

light the volunteers reoccupled Fingslng.

which had been burnt down by the

In a further dispatch dated October

30th, General Kuropatkin states that no

reports of fighting were received on the

night of the 29th. It was reported that

the Japanese were receiving reinforce-

ments from the south as well as from the

direction of Fulnhancheng, from which,

General Kuropatkin says, it may be con-

sidered that the Japanese are concentrat-

ing with a view to I

Sunday, Son-miter 6tt.

A TOKYO dispatch states that the object

of the Russians in holding their posi-

tion on the banks of the ghaho after their

is not to make another general

but merely to check the advance

of the Japanese, while they complete their

defence works at Tlellng. Thousands ol

the Chinese coolies are working for the

A telegram has been received by the

Government, stating that Admiral Roh-

Jeatvensky, In command of the Halt'c

arrived at Tangier on the 3rd

Writing In the Munich Mtdicinische

WocheMchrift, a medical journal of high

repute. Dr. DvoreUky of Moscow give*

an Interesting account of the organisation

of the medical service on the Russian

side in the present war. He shows that

the onus of caring for the sick and

wounded tall* on private societies like the

Red Cross, and charities, owing to the

snores the needs

of the Army Medical

Corps, and treats army doctors practically

as a necessary evil. There Is an appalling

lack of field hospitals, medicaments, linen,

etc., at the front, but the worst feature

of all Is the dearth of means of transport

of ths wounded. In this connection Dr.

DvoreUky writes :—" There are far too

few stretchers, and after great bloody

battle* the wounded are frequently com-

pelled to drag themselves over awful

roads for long distances before they reach

a hospital or a railway sUtlon. Many

•re carried as fsr as possible on the

crossed hands of their comrades, for the

ecolles. two-wheeled cars, which had been

purchased at great expense by the mili-

tary authorities, are merely Instruments

of torture. A wounded man can neither

sit nor He down In them, and is merci-

lessly rattled and shaken over Manchurlan

awful condition

scriptlon. Soldiers wounded in th«

stomach never survive transport In these

cars Among the many excellent arrange-

ments made by the Red Cross Society Is

one for the care of soldiers who lose their

reason. In ell Eastern Siberia there Is

no madhouse, and *oldiers who went mad
have hitherto simply been Becured In

chains. The Red Cross committee has

now arranged for the establishment of

ses at convenient dls-

the scene of war ai:d

given in the Press of the

escape from Port Arthur of a

It has since transpired that this lady

is an Engllswoman. the wife of *

Russian officer. Her adventure was ex-

tremely perilous, since she accompanied
Prince Radziwlll and Lieut. Christoforoff,

both of whom were disguised and bearers

of dispatches. The lady, In an Interview

with Rcuter's correspondent at Chefoo,

gave the following account of her ex-

" We left Port Arthur at eight o'clock

at night on the 16th September with a

fair wind, which, however, soon after-

wards shifted. The clouds and the moon-

light revealed a great danger In the shape

of the first blockading line, which we

passed safely. We gained the second with

the moon clouded. The Japanese search-

lights darted on all sides, but failed to

our Junk. Suddenly we discovered

Junk with a Japanese crew, pre-

sumably pirates, but we outstripped them.

At six o'clock next morning we saw a

ahlp Bteamlng In our direction. She

looked like a cruiser, and I was terribly

Trlghtened. Prince Radziwlll and Lieut.

Christoforoff went below. I stretched

myself on deck, being covered with dirty

blankets, among the Chinese. I was

almost smothered, for nearly an hour, and

have novcr uttered a more thankful

prayer than when I knew the ship ap-

proaching was a Red Cross vessel, and

that her captain bad no Intention to over-

haul us" Mme. Kravtchenko spoke

highly of the hospital work In Port

Arthur, In which the women bear a most

admirable part. " The Old Town has

been almost wrecked, and the streets have

many holes, made by shells. The loss of

life from the bombardment has been re-

markably small. Once I counted 57

Japanese shells, fired at a Russian bat-

tery- Not one reached the mark. Ths

garrison Is cheerful. I cannot imagine a

braver or a finer set of men. They come

from three days' duty in the trenches

singing and laughing. I assure you I be-

lieve that you will have to chronicle the

successful defence of Port Arthur, and not

Its fall."

A Router's telegram dated the 4th in-

stant reads :
—

It Is reported that General Stoessel.

In command of the garrison M Port

Arthur, has been wounded in the latest

fighting.

The British Foreign Offlce, replying to

a question put by shipowners, declare*

that It la not permissible for British ship-

owners to charter their boats for the pur-

pose of following I he Russian Fleet with

coal and supplies.

Lord Lanadowne, Secretary tor For-

eign Affairs. In a communication to the

London Chamber or Commerce, says that

Russia has met all the representation!

made by Great Britain and the United

States (with reference to the

tion of neutral shipping) In a

dilatory manner.

It Is understood that the Russian naval

commanders were recently furnished

with Instructions which will result lo

exercising of their rights in a less vexs-

tlOM manner In future.

A Berlin telegram of the 4th resds

The Baltic Fleet is leavtng Tangier for

th». Far East. Part of the Fleet Is to

pioceed via Suez, and part by way of the

Cape, the whole of the vessels to

at Madag»scar.
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THE POSITION AT PORT
ARTHUK.

A Tokyo dispatch of yesterday's date

itates that the forts on East Kelkwan

ud Niryo Hills at Port Arthur have

been silenced, and the damage done to

:bt forts and guns by the Japanese fire

is r-ferred to In the official report tan

be clearly observed from the Japanese

portions ; but th<i machine guns placed

on the protected parts of the forts are

still in working order and are undamaged.

This explains the cautiousness Of the

Japanese troop* to delaying a charge

against the forts. When the exposed

guns on the East Kelkwan hill forts were

silenced, the Russians appeared to have

suffered heavy losses. It being seen that

th«? soldiers stationed there were rapidly

leaving the forts. The dispatch state*

that officers stood in the rear. and. at the

point of the sword prevented the men
from retreating, and they repaired to the

forts. The Japatirse artillery followed

|

up their success without giving time to

the Russians to repair the damage sus-

tained, and it la expected that it will

not be a lengthy period before Kelkwan.

Nlryo and Sunshu hills are taken.

News reached Tokyo yesterday, to the

effect that on the 3rd the shells of the

Japanese heavy artillery struck a war-

ship in the eastern harbour of Po»<

Arthur and cauael a conflagration. The
Russian war-ships are now taking shelter

In the eastern harbour at the base of

Petkl Hill.

Tuesday, Xovember Stfi.

SEVERE weather Is

^ perlenced by both armies in the

ncun of the Shaho. Japanese papers

received telegraphic news from the.r

correspondents on the 5th InBt. to

the effect that the mild wjeather that

had been the rule for Borne time past

suddenly changed with a severe north

wind on the night of the 4th. While

daring the 4th the weather wsb all that

could be wished for the comfort of the

on the following day wintry

was In full blast. At daylight on

the 5th the thermometer indicated four

Cent, below freezing point, and ut

A Tokyo dispatch states that since the

21st ultimo fighting has been In progress

dally at Port Arthur. On the 26th the

Japanese commenced a bombardment,

when the Are of heavy artillery and the

naval guns had groat effect. The attack

made good progress, and at 1 o'clock on

the afternoon of the 3<Mh there was a

ireneral attack. It was seen that the de-

fending power of the enemy was much
reduced. A Chefoo dispatch to the A*aH
states that news reached there on the

3rd Inst, to the effect that at 2 o'clock on

the afternoon of thn 30th ultimo the north

fort of Kelkwan Hlil was carried by the

Japanese, who were holding It against

the hot Are of the enemy. Nlryo Hill

was already entirely occupied by the

Japanese. At about noon on the 2nd a

violent explosion was heard at Port

Arthur, and It is believed a fort was

blown up from a tunnel helow.

• •

A telegram has reached Tokyo (rnai

Europe stating that the mobilisation of

the 4th and 16th Army Corps of the

Rusjian second army Is not completed, as

len are deserting.

wounded. A Reuters telegram of the

30th ultimo received In Shanghai states

that It was later announced that the losses

between the »th and 18th ultimo were

43,800, the higher figures previously tele-

graphed being due to overlapping reports.

A Reuter s telegram dated London, the

r>th Instant, reads :—
The Russian vessels belonging to the

Raltlc Squadron which recently arrived

at Tangier, have now left, proceeding In

the direction of the Atlantic.

The vessels of the Squadron In the

Atlantic number five battleships, five

cruisers, and two transports, together

with a hospital ship.

Renter's correspondent at St. Peters-

burg wires that Russia has accepted the

draft of the Convention proposed by

Great Britain In reference to the North

Sea incident.

*

A message of the following day

reads :—
The Volunteer Fleet steamer " Yaro-

slavl." with coals and orders, has passed

the Bosphorus to Join the Baltic Fleet.

mand of the First Army Corps In Man-
churia).

This Is believed to denote the General s

early departure for the Far East.

of the nth is as

It will be remembered that a fortnight

ago Renter wired to the effect that it was

officially announced In St. Petersburg

that the Russian casualties In the battle

of the Chaho were 12,000 killed an

A Berlin tel.

follows :
—

The vessels of the Baltic Fleet now at

Tangier will leave on Saturday. The
" Knlaz Suvaroff," " Alexander HI.,"
" Borodino." and " Orel " will proceed

via the Cape. The English colliers at

Las Palmas have continued the voyage,

proceeding via the Cameroon* and
Rfunlun. At Cadiz another ICngllsh

collier is awaiting the other vessels of

the Baltic Squadron.

The conference to inquire Into the

sinking of the Hull trawlers is to be
held at Paris.

The Russian Government has promised

full compensation for the damage done
by the Squadron In firing on a German
fishing smack.

The Tsar has received In audience
General Kaulbara (who It was recently

o the

THE NEWS FROM PORT
ARTHUR

LATEST OFFICIAL REPORTS.

The following reports from the surf

of the Commander-in-Chief of tho Port

Arthur besieging army since ihe 2t>t li

ultimo are published from the Imperial

Headquarters :
—

"Early on the morning of the 30th

October our siege artillery and the naval

guns commenced a bombardment, and tu»

general attack In all directions was
started at 1 o'clock In the afternoon. The
Right Wing and a detachment of the

Centre Column, which marched again*:

Nlryo Hill and the northern part of East

Keikwan Hill, succeeded In occupying 'h"

outer defences, and destroyed certain de-

fensive works in the outer trenches.

"Another detachment of the Ccmr'
Column attacked the fort situated on tlie

east of Panlung Hill and also lite

northern fort of East Kelkwan Hill at

l.<>7 o'clock in the afternoon and carried

both positions by about 2 o'clock. Imme-
llately throwing up works of defence.

During the night the enemy made several

counter-attacks on the fort just taken, and
we lost It at about half-past ten. Major-

General Ichlnohe then led the charge in

person and restored the fort within about

half-an-hour.

"At 1.05 o'clock In the afternoon th»

Left Wing made a charge against the Et.it

Kelkwan Hill fort and two adjoining

strongholds, and succeeded in carrying a

fort on the north-western part of East

Kelkwan Hill.

" At 5 in the afternoon of the 31st the

Left Wing made a charge on the northern

fort of East Keikwan Hill, when a d«!

tarhment reached the approach to th*

summit of the eastern aide of the hill, and
there the detachment is now throwing up
defence works. The occupation of the

'P' fort and another fort to the north-

west of East Kelkwan Hill, which were

on the previous day (SOth). baa
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been much strengthened. The prepara-

tory operations for attacks on all other

forts and fortresses are progressing.

"On the 31st the heavy artillery and
the naval guns stormed the harbour and

the shipbuilding yard, when the gunboat
' GMJak ' was struck by several shots, and
two steamers were sunk. A serious fire

also occurred In close proximity to the

wharf. At 8.30 o'clock In the evening

the enemy made an attack on the position

of the extreme right of the Army Corps

and they were repulsed at midnight.

"On the night of the 1st Instant the

heavy artillery were the means of sinking

two steamers (each about 3.500 tons), and

on this day (2nd) sunk another steamer

(about 7,000 tons).

" On the 1st two Russians came out

from the south of the Naval barracks ami
surrendered. At 11 o'clock this morning
(2nd) a violent explosion took place in

the proximity of Yusofangfeng (the

northern extreme of the city of Port

Arthur) and anothe

ten minutes later at the

"On the 'P' fort (hereinafter to be

described as the Icblnoha fort), carried

by us on tbe 30th October, three field-

pieces, three machine guns, three torpe-

does and many other articles were

captured. About 40 of the dead Russians

were left on the fort.

" The naval guns commenced at noon of

the 3rd to storm the eastern harbour, the

shipbuilding yard, and other points, and

in about 15 minutes a great fire broke out

in the proximity of the easier

The conflagration continued to

about 4 o'clock next morning (4th). Ths
heavy artillery caused considerable

damage to the ' H ' fort (on an elevation

200 metres to the north-west of Bodal)

and struck the field-piece at the neck of

the Bast Kcikwan hill fort."

THE BATTLE OF LIAOYANG.

FAILURE OF KURORTS FLANKING
MOVEMENT

A fortnight ago we reproduced a long

telegram describing the work of the I>eft

Army Corps at Llaoyang, from the corre-

spondent of the London Time* with Gene-

ral Oku. That message, It will be re-

fill sent by courier to Tlen-

The correspondent with tbe Centre

Army Corps (General Nodzu I got his mes-

sage (dated September 4tb) through to

Peking, from which city It was dispatched

on tln> K>th. appearing in tbe Timea on

the VMh, as follows :
—

On August 2~>ih General Kuroki effected

a wetl-roncealed concentration of his

three divisions with the object of attack-

ing the Russians at Anplng. The Russians

occupied a front ten miles long, parallel

with, and distant five miles east of. the

Tang-ho. a tributary of the TalUe.

At 3 a.m. on the 2<;th the centre division,

to which I was attached, advanced and

drove in the enemy's outposta, who

bayonet

aides suffered equally. At daylight the

Russians holding the advanced positions

made a firm stand, but were gradually

forced back by superior numbers upon

their main line. This consisted at the

point of attack of a section two [? miles]

long In a high range running north and

south. One Japanese column contained

the Russian centre, while the wing

columns, climbing tbe slopes on either

hand, closed upon the Ranks, which were

slowly driven In upon the Russian centre

or forced to retire to tho rear.

Having occupied the ridges on the right,

the Japanese established a mountain bat-

tery in a position commanding the line

of retreat upon Anplng The guns were

brought to bear upon the Russians retir-

ing and their reserves, doing considerable

execution until assailed by tbe opposing

artillery. The Russian field guns out-

ranged the Japanese mountain guns and

drove the gunners to cover from time to

time. Meanwhile the Infantry converging

on the heights held by the Russians

found their advance contested with great

spirit. Two mountain batteries were

brought up to support the attack. Con-

cealed In the maize at a distance of 1.500

yards they speedily altered the situation

by a well-directed Ore of shrapnel.

Simultaneously the Infantry used their

rifles with deadly effect, and then dashed

forward. The Russians retired precipi-

tately, running the gauntlet of the guns,

which bandied them severely, in spite of

the brisk attack of the opposing artillery.

The Japanese were now In full possession

of the enemy's position, hut were pro-

vented from following up their advantage

by a heavy thunderstorm, which deluged

the troops and blotted out the landscape.

Throughout the time a terrlflc can-

nonade was heard from the south-west,

where the left division was attacking Its

portion of the enemy's line At 12

o'clock the 17 batteries believed to be

engaged fought a remarkable duel, of

which only the deep bubbling roar reached

us. In spite of the distance and the In-

tervening mountains the agitation of the

air was so great that it affected the on-

lookers like tbe vibrations of a magnetic

current. At the same time the volleys

immediately around were echoing with

the fierce crackling of thousands of rifles.

As an accompaniment to the music of

this titanic orchestra there sounded the

low roll of distant thunder heralding the

coming storm. In the afternoon hostili-

ties all along the line were suspended and

CMlId not be resumed, as the storm

lasted until darkness fell. The troops

bivouacked on the ridge vacated by the

enemy, and spent a miserable night, fully

exposed to the Inclement weather. The

casualties of the division during the day

were C37.

On the morning of August 26th an Im-

penetrable mist obscured the hills and

valleys, making the movement of troops

Impossible. Until 2 o'clock the Japanese

were Inactive, except that under cover of

tho fog they established a field battery on

a position commanding tbe valley leading

to Anplng. As the

the mist rose occasionally, and ths battery

at long range swept the road on which
parties of the enemy were seen retiring.

At 5 o'clock the wind caught the curtain

which was hiding ths landscape, and by

a sudden movement tossed It aside, dis-

playing to my gaze a scene worthy of tbe

great war of the last century. Betweea
two deep rlfw In the hills the front of

the broad valley containing the Taagbo
could be seen. On the far aide stood

glistening thousands of white tents, and

the great baggage train stretched west-

ward Into the hills. Tents were falling

fast, and being piled on waggons by the

feverish efforts of a host of ant-like

figures. Fronting the narrow bridge was

a black mass of troops and baggage, and

conveying R from different valleys la

front of us were long transport trains,

besides columns of artillery, cavalry, and

Infantry. The Russian forces were In fell

retreat.

Within sight were three divisions ot

troops with an enormous following of

transport. With the rising of the mist oar

guns opened a heavy and regular fire upon

the upper part of the valley before tbe

artillery. Our division, some miles to ths

right, now came into action, and we could

hear the roar of their guns and see the

smoke of the bursting shrapnel. Id the

valley beyond Anplng the loud rattle of

left our infantry hot on the heels of the

retiring enemy. Presently, far beyond the

ridge, two Russian batteries

action. The enemy's guns were

against the attacking infantry

threatened the bridge and the melee of

troops and baggage waiting to croes.

Mingling with the white clouds raised I y

our sbrapnel, we could see the darker

smoke of the enemy's shrapnel, but the

effect of the fire was veiled by the Inter-

vening hills. The block at tbe bridge wu
nightfall by

cavalry fording the river. The
was rapid and d«ep. the horse

almost covered by the rushing water, an*

many were unable to cross. Some were

swept off their feet by the current and

hauled out of danger by those more

strongly mounted. As we watched tn«

shadows were lengthening, and present!!'

the sun sank beyond tbe horizon, leaving

great masses of crimson clouds to veil

the Russian retirement. The retreat was

conducted In perfect order and evidently

planned beforehand. The enemy no*

retired to the left bank of tbe Tangho, to

seize which was the Immediate object o(

General Kurokl's movements.

On the morning of the 28th our <

occupied the right bank fronting the <

slta heights, which in every direction

were scarred and lined by the enemy's

trenches. The river between wan show

2<io yards wide. Foam breaking over oc-

casional boulders In the bed proved that

tho current was swift. The Russians hal

all the advantage of position If tt«J

» stand, and It seemed as I

gallantry would be highly teste-l

before the frowning and precipitous moun-

tains beyond the river could be galnH

Owing to the broken nature of the hU»

on th
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artillery other than single mountain guns

was impossible at the main point ot the

attack. On the right, which was rest In,;

on Anplng, three batteries of field guns

were pointed, commanding the enemy'*

left and weaker flank. At 8 o'clock the

mountain guns opened upon the enemy's

trenches, looking down the ford.

No sooner had the shrapnel begun to

buret than the Russians forsook their

earthworks and streamed to the rear Into

the hollow, where the millet stalks con-

cealed them. Immediately behind was a

high, very steep ascent, and upon this the

retreating Russians soon appeared tolling

their cream-coloured linen coats

a perfect target again-.!

the green hlll-sidc. Our guns now swept

the slope, which afforded absolutely no

protection from the hurricane of lead, bm
with little effect, for although the shrap-

nel burst with great precision and dusted

the ground all round the slow-moving

figures. I only saw three drop. Consider-

ing that the men retiring numbered about

1.0*. and that they took 20 minutes in

gaining the refuge, it is remarkable that

our guns shooting at a range of 3,000

yards, inflicted so little damage.

While the retreating enemy were being

•helled the Russian batteries came Into

•ction and for some time sought in vain

to locate the artillery position. When thU
vag at last discovered a brisk duel tool:

place between the opposing guns with

lidle apparent loss to either side. In the

meantime a great number of the enemy
were perceived on the higher slope* of

the rear, and two companies marched

boldly out Into the open downward to

reinforce the trenches on the left, but

belore gaining their position they were

assailed by our guns at Anplng. At the

flm shell they turned tall and fled up
the ridge on the left a few minutes be-

fore they were followed by the occupant!

of the trenches. An exact repetition had

already happened. The Russians streamed
op the slope, making frenzied darts to

avoid the rain of shrapnel, which this

time, owing to the greater number of guns

, did considerable execution, and

gures dotted the line of

lljrht. The enemy's trenches were now
•jrstematlcally searched for half-an-hour

in preparation for the infantry attack.

Mr position was perfect for observation,

being on a peak a mile distant from ami
commanding the river for many miles.

On either hand our men In four

columns lay close to the river under cover

of the millet. At 1 o'clock the attacking

force* set In motion four columns which
crossed the river bed. entering the water

in a storm of long-range rifle fire. The
Immediately beneath waa very

The men. In extended

order, dashed Into the water and were
toon immersed to the waist and after-

wards to the shoulders. Holding their

rifles above their heads, some were swept
off their feet by the rapid current, and a

few were wounded. Fortunately for the

Japanese, the Russian guns did not com
maod the crossing. In ten minutes three

columns were across ; the fourth, at-

tempting to cross at an unfordable point,

had to return to

During their half-hour of exposdre I could

not see any casualties, although the wa<er

and sand around them were churned by

the rain of bullets.

On landing, the various columns, with-

out delay, advanced in long strings Into

the ravines leading to the enemy's main
line a mile beyond the river. In the

meantime, at the Peking road five mile*

to our left the Russians were actively re-

tiring from before one of our divisions.

Pressing forward, batteries, regiments,

and cavalry crossed the river one by one

and retired towards the mountains. Evi-

dently the Peking road was the line of

retreat for the whole force defending the

Taitso. This was soon proved, as the

right of our division advanced almost un-

opposed whilst the centre of the right divi-

sion and the left found their way disputed

by the force covering the retirement. As
the Immediate object of our army was
accomplished in occupying the left bank

of the Taitse, the pursuit wa3 not pressed.

Onr casualties numbered 60. showing

that the Russians did not contemplate a

serious defence. It Is Impossible, how-

ever, to refrain from remarking on the

pusillanimous fight of the enemy from
their advanced trenches. I heard a for-

eign attach* say when he saw the Rus-

sians running that it made him ashamed
for white men. Possibly the Russians

did exactly as they had Intended, but their

selection of the positions of some of their

trenches suggested that these were meant
to be held, and It Is difficult to understand

why they constructed earthworks for

2,000 or 3.000 yards offering an exposed

line of retreat, unless they deemed it

necessary seriously to retard the passage

of '.be river by the Infantry.

The result of the three days' operations

waa that Kurokl effected a communication
with the second and central armies march-

ing In the neighbourhood of the rail-

way. In conjunction they were now able

to make a concerted general attack on the

Russian position guarding Llaoyang. The
enemy had retired upon the hills skirting

the plain in which Llaoyang Ites, having

practically evacuated the stronger posi-

tions afforded by the mountainous dis-

tricts further south and east.

In following the fortunes of my divi-

sion I have lost touch with Kuroki's head-

quarters, which are 13 miles away as the

crow flies and 40 miles by road, and am
unable at present to obtain information

as to the degree in which our movements
correspond with those of the other armies.

It is assumed that our successful action

on the 2fith was accomplished earlier than

was expected and resulted in breaking the

enemy's advanced line and deciding them
to retire on their main positions, at the

same time permitting the other Japanese

armies to close up practically without

fighting.

On the 29th we advanced near the

banks of the Tangho until within touch

of the hills encircling Llaoyang. Our
troops, after three days of incessant move-

ment among almost inaccessible moun-
tains, were greatly fatigued, and rest was
Imperative in view of the exertions before

them. At night they camped within two

miles of the

resounded with the roar and rattle of

guns and musketry, denoting close touch

on the part of strong outposts.

On the morning of the 30th 1 ascended

a high crag to see Liaoyang and
turning a prominent shoulder

found stretched almost at my feet a great

plain in which was being fought a battle

fraught with importance for all tbe world.

Eight miles distant, a black mass amidst

the yellow ripening crops, lay the city ;

beyond It lay the railway line marked by

numberless bright new warehouses gleam-

ing In the sun.. Here and there puffed

pairs of engines dragging trains of pro-

digious length. The Taitse wandered over

the plain, turquoise to my front and right,

glistening with patches of molten silver

far to the north. To the naked eye there

was nothing to suggest war, for certain

little white clouds coming and going

amidst twinkling flashes might have

but detachments of fleecy masses floating

In the hlue sky : yet the air was quiver-

ing from the continuous bursting of shell

and the roar of hundreds of cannon, and
two armies aggregating nigh half a mil-

lion men were hid among the hills and

trees and growing corn. Glasses revealed

men crouching on every sky-line, filling

the trenches that lined the slopes, march-

ing and counter-marching In and out of

the fields and plain. As the eye gradually

of

columns, and galloping cavalry

picked out In every direction,

yellow cornfields darted livid flames of

fire that dazzled the eyes. On the plain

near the city stood a lonely hill-capped

hummock, from which a heliograph

sparkled like a diamond. Kuropatkln's

eye. we christened It. Above Llaoyang
floated a silken balloon slowly careening

on Its anchor in the fresh morning wind.

Viewed from a distance the scene was fair

In the extreme In spite of scorpions lurk-

ing in the bounteous crops on the richly-

clad hills.

Our Information was meagre. Our owa
army occupied the right, resting near the

Junction of the Tangho and the Taitse.

The centre was filled with the Second
Army ; tbe Central Army lay In the plain

to the left, stretching, we understood, be-

yond the railway. Our front was. per-

haps, 20 miles. The long-semi-clrcular

line of the enemy lay Inside at a uniform
distance of two or three miles. Llaoyang
was the centre of the circle. The Russian

guns occupied the southern slopes of
" Kuropatkln's eye." From there fifty

batteries stretched in a line towards the

hills. The Russian right occupied the

plain on the left of the bills. The number
and calibre of their guns was unknown,
but It waa believed that they used big

guns, which have a great advantage ov.^r

our smaller ones. During the day I

could not see a single Japanese Infantry-

man or gun. They lay In the valleys

hidden by the ridges.

Firing began In tbe early morning of

the 31st, and continued Incessantly all

day and all night.

In the morning of September 1st the

bombardment of the Russian positions

with fury until the
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ill I attracted atten-

guns occupied the

sphere was obscured by the smoke of

bunting shrapnel, and the ear became so

accustomed to the deep booming of the

cannon that only a

tion. The Russian

same positions as on the day before, and

no change could be seen from a distant

view. On that day a division of the

Second Army made a desperate assault

on the enemy's works, but was repulsed

with great slaughter ; fcut a repetition of

the attempt by a night attack was success-

ful Meanwhile. Kurokl's army, keeping

touch with the Second Army, had no'

been Inactive, One division had remained

on the other side of the Tangho facing the

Taltse. My division, on the night of the

30th, crossed the Tangho. while the 3rd

division moved east to occupy the place

we vacated. During the 31st we moved
eastward, pushing our right In the same
direction. In the night of the 31st a bridge

was built at Kwantun in a bend of the

river out of sight of the Russian guns
placed on two high hills east of the city

and the river. Pontoons for the purpose

transported all the way from

the Yalu. Both divisions then crossed the

Taitse, my division keeping near the

r;\er. and the other swinging round to

the north. Kurokl was now In a position

to press home a flank attack that would

spell disaster to. the Russians If It were

successful. On the morning of September

1st guns began the attack. Six batteries

were posted facing west, while a moun
tain battery occupied a low hilt to the

north. Beyond lay the 3rd division.

During the 1st we made no advance or

progress, every attempt to push home the

attack failing owing to the strength of

the enemy, which was estimated at five

divisions. A tremendous artillery fire

lasted all day, and in the night a des-

perate assault by the Infantry resulted

In the capture of a low hill to the north-

cat> of the Russian main position and

five miles from the railway. On Septem-

ber 2nd the Japanese guns advanced nil

along the line and continued their attack

oi> the Russian main position. At night

the Russians made two counter attacks,

but were repulsed with great loss after

almost annihilating one battalion. On

September 3rd it was realised that the

Russian forces facing us were too strong

Kuropatktn was believed to have pract;.

cally evacuated Llaoyang and to have

concentrate! on the west hank of the

river, throwing reinforcements north-eaj-.

to check Kurokl

Meanwhile Kuropatkin holds our force*

pressing northeast, and has Kurokl In a

drcngerous place should he Initiate a

strong counter-movement. The Japanese

troops are greatly fatigued, but are fight-

Ing with great spirit. Those oeeapyiaf.

the trenches in front have eaten nothing

but uncooked rlM for two days owln? to

the impossibility of lighting fires. Tele-

graphic communications with grand head-

quarters are interrupted, and exact know-

ledge of the positions of the other arm!<s

Is lacking. Llaoyang has not been occu-

pied so far, but It lies at the mercy of the

Japanese. It Is Impossible to predict, but

it appears as If Kuropatkin will get clear

away with losses which will be trifling In

comparison with the disaster which

would have befallen him If the Japanese

flanking

Wednesday, Xorettiber 9th.

fPHE days drag on, and though Port

Arthur Is still gallantly defended, the

news and the rumours that reach us show

that the end is near. It is impossible to

be definite, and say in what time the

stronghold—which has proved to be such

—is likely to fall. A day is as a week to

the defenders, who, as their numbers are

reduced, bear the greater burden, and the

time may soon arrive when even the evi-

dently commanding spirit of General

Stoessel will cease to influence his men
and so hasten the fall,—providing always

that relief does not arrive. If the de-

fenders do not capitulate, there will be a

perfect holocaust before the last fortress

is captured.

The general attack on the fortresses on
the 30th ultimo was a terrible affray, In

which from daylight all the heavy guns
that could be brought against the forts,

with the field-pieces, mountain and
machine gtmg. opened Are simultaneously.

The sight Is described as having been ter-

rifying. At 8.50 o'clock a.m. the order
was issued by General Nogi that the

Army Corps should make a general attaclr

at 1 o'clock. From daylight the artillery

kept up the bombaninicnt of the forts a!

the places which were the object of the

gunners on the previous day. At 1 o'clock

the left wing was to advance on East K-i-

kwan Mill, the centre on Nlryo Hill, and
the right wing on Sunshu Hill. At
10 o'clock the firing was at its hottest,

the Russians defending with their usual

determination, and sending a hail of

shrapnel from the forts on Isu and Peiki

Hills. By noon the artillery fire

Its climax, no less than 170 rounds

fired per minute. At the time appointed

the Infantry from all divisions advanced

against a death-dealing fire. Large num-
bers of men fell, but the Japanese forced

their advance, and by 3.50 the foremost

had succeeded In reaching East Keikwan
Another column scaled the slopes from

the east side, and after a fierce fight the

fort waa carried and the Japanese flag

hoisted. By 4 o'clock the centre had

reached the trenches before the forts on

Nlryo Hill, and the right wing had car-

ried the trench before the Sunshu Hill

fort. The work of the day, as designed

by General Nog), was accomplished, but

at great cost—a loss perhaps which was

fully

The Atahi publishes a Peking dispatch

to the effect that the Chinese Government

having Intimated to the Russian Minister

at Peking that Admiral Satsu was held

responsible for the " Retshltelny " Inci-

dent at Chefoo and had been reduced one

rank, the Russian Minister considered the

punishment too light and replied that ihe

action of the Government amounted to

giving assistance to Russia's

On the authority of a person lust ar-

rived at Moji from the Japanese advance
position on the Shaho. it Is stated that

the Russian force* on the left bank of

the Hun River have obtained reinforce

mcnts of five divisions and are said to

have increased to SOnooo strong with

1.200 guns. The troops are active in

throwing up defence works. They seem

to have no intention of taking the o9>n-

slve. as they are experiencing difficulty in

locating the point of concentration of the

Jepanese. Russians ascend In balloon!

every night to reconnoitre. They occa-

sionally fire heavy guns, but their oppo-

nents never respond According to Rus-

slans taken prisoner. General Kuropatk'S
still remains at Mukden,
prevails, and the country Is

The following telegram has been re-

ceived at the headquarters of the R'3

Cross Society. Tokyo, with reference lo

recent rough weather experiences of the

hospital ship "Konoura-maru" :-" The
' Konoura-maru/ which left UJIna on the

«th Instant, encountered a storm on the

Genkal Nada and had to take shelter at

Izuhara, Tsushima Island. During the

Biorm two nurses were injured."

Allegations have been made that botii

side* disregard Ihe Red Cross at Port

Arthur. A Tokyo dispatch states that JJ

the Russians at Port Arthur ignore the

usai;.'* associated with the Red Cross,

the Japanese Commander has decided

that Russians wearing the Red Cross

hr.rge will be treated according to their

conduct. Facts recardlng the irregular

use of the Red Cross by the Russian* are

riven as follows :—On July ISth last,

while the Japanese and Russian VaM
were confronting each other on the norlJ-

east of Tasitung, a number of the Rus-

sians wearing the elbow badges of the

Red Cross came out on two occasions and

collected the killed and
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the Japanese lines. The

spected ihe badge and refrained

firing but ordered the Russians to leave.

In (he course of the lighting ID the direc-

tion north-cast of the Naval barracks on

July 30th, a number of the Russian sol-

ilers with Red Cross badges who carried

iiJ.t« entered (he Japanese lines. This

jftlon of the It US-Mans was inconsistent

*i b .he conditions assoclali d with '.he

Rt.:. Cro«*. and these men were taken pri-

, ,ni
•- On i kamin ns tin • It" *iana n

ttm 'lay. *•> found to bo buti'ls-

mea uelonging to a regiment. They wer?

ordered uy the Russian commander to

MM the Red Cross badge and cuter '.he

Japanese line of fighting under pretence

of collecting the killed and

The men declared that (hey

certificates authorising (hem to wear Uh
ReJ Cross badges. Thus the Russians

wt-re trying to reconnoitre the Japanese

position under false pretences, and ihe

Japanese were exposed to danger. As

tiw Kussians attempt (0 collect the kilted

and wounded under cover of the Red

Cross instead of reporting to the usage

In vogue, namely, temporary suspension

of flglKing. (lie Japanese regarded this

act.on as Irregular. It was therefore de

cided in future to treat sueh Russians as

(pies or combatants according to their

A sailor belonging to the " Rurik," who

ha been undergoing treatment at the

Saseho Naval Hospital for severe wounds,

died on Monday morning. The remains

were sent to Nagasaki for interment in

the Russian cemetery at Inasa.

A Reuter's telegram from BJorta

(TunU) says three Russian destroyers

arrived there on the 5th Instant.

An extraordinary statement was made

by Mr. Bcunet Burleigh, the Tclvyraph'i

correspondent, in recent dispatches to the

London journal regarding Marshal Oyama
and the conduct of the campaign. Writ-

ing after the battle of Liaoyang. Mr. Bur-

leigh said i( was believed Field Marshal

Oyama and his staff would return or bu

recalled to Japan, ostensibly because the

army was going Into winter quarters,

and that General Nodzu would takw over

the command. "It is now well known

among (he better classes of Japan," Mr.

Uurlelgh adds. " that it was Nodzu who
saved the situation at the battle of Liao-

yang. Oyama and the headquarters had

actually ordered a retreat when Nolzu
vigorously prote-ved against such a step

and begged them to make another desper-

ate effort, tho more directly co-operating

with Oku's right. To Nodzu therefore

Is due the sole credit of averting a dis-

astrous retreat, which he warded off by

sending in ana almost sacrificing the en

tire Twentieth Regiment of the Second

Division." According to this correspondent,

the Japanese have no Intention of

proceeding much further north than Muk-

den, and will only with exceptional cir-

cumstances attack Tlellng this season

Mr. Burleigh concludes :
" General Nlshl,

commander or tin Japanese 1 Second Divi-

sion, will lei-ome Governor of Manchuria."

The Teleyraph comments editorially upon

the statements of Its correspondent, and

says the recall of Oyama Is

conceivable

A Reueer's telegram dated London, the

fith Instant, reads :
—

Admiral Sir Cyprian Bridge and Mr.

Butler Aepinall, K.C., the well-known

barrister-al law of the Admiralty Court,

have opened the Hoard of Trade Inquiry

at Hull to Investigate the damage done
to the trawling fleet by the llaitlc Squad-

ron In the North Sea. and to fix the

compensation to be paid therefor.

The proposals made by Great Britain

regarding the Commission of Inquiry

have been accepted by Russia. The Com-
mission will be composed of four dele-

gates appointed by Great Britain. Rus-

sia. France, and the United States, the

fifth delegate to be selected by the Power*

named.

The Commission will meet in Parts as

soon as isisslble. probably within a fort-

night after the Convention is signed

which fixes the responsibility.

Both parties are pledged to supply all

the information necessary for the

inquiry.

A message dated the 7th Is as
follows :

—
Great Britain has proposed three ad-

ditional Articles to the Inquiry Conven-

tion. These provide for the appointment
of legal assessors; that the expenses

Incurred by the Commission shall be

divided between the two Powers ; and
that the decision of the Commission
shall be by a majority, and

necessarily be unanimous.

Friday, November Wh.

F
RCtOM various reports It appears that

the Russians holding the position on

the Shaho are awaiting the arrival of re-

from Europe. The relu-

i arrived so far since the battle

of the Shaho amount to no more than

tour divisions, and the main body of

these troops appears to be concentrated

to the vicinity of Mukden.

• •

Mr. Ncmlrovlch Danchenko, the wcl'.-

ktown Russian war correspondent, tele-

graphed a vivid description of the recap-

ture of Lone Tree Hill by the Russians.

This hill, it will be remembered, fell into

tte hands of the Japanese during a night

attack while the Russians slept. Mr.

Dyachenko says :
—

" General Kuropatkin the following day

ordered the hill to be retaken, ond the

whole Russian artillery concentrated at ;

Is the morning and showered the hill

with projectiles, the awful spectacle last-

ing the entire day. It seemed that no

human being could outlive such an ordeal,

yet the defenders remained manfully at

tbtlr posts.

" The sun was already declining when
Kuropatkin gave the orders to storm. Six

regiments advanced, fording the river In

the face of a murderous fire. The enemy
determined to make us pay dearly for it.

He poured a hail of gun and rifle fire on

our advancing columns, but nothing could

stop them. They reached the other side,

clambered up. and at 11 o'clock at nlghr

the position was in our hands. I have

just visited the scene of our triumpn.

The trenches are filled with dead Japan-

ese and Russians clutched In a death

embrace.
*'

I saw no such ghastly sight at Shlpka

or at Plevna. The credit for the achieve-

ment belongs chiefly to the Thirty-sixth

and Nineteenth Rifles. Four other regi-

ments participated. The Thirty-sixth at-

tacked from the East ond the Nineteenth

from the West. Poutlloff. leading the

bilgade and personally directing the at-

tack, was the first to reach the summit,

and was In the thick of the fiercest fight-

ing around the Japanese guns. The
Japanese gunners died at their guns.

Kuropatkin personally thanked the heroes

for their gallant exploit. Tho
guns were brought to Mukden.

" The Russian General Staff believes that

the storming of Lone Tree Hill, for valour

and slaughter, will occupy a place by

Itself In military annals. Kuropatkin,

under whose eye the assault was made,

renamed it Poutlloff Hill. In honour

of the man who led the attack at the head

of the Second brigade of the East Bib*
rlan Rifle Division, and who was subse-

quently decorated on the field with the

St. George's Cross. The hill, says a

correspondent, is a precipitous rocky

height, and, although the Japanese had

occupied It only a short time, they had

thrown up very strong defences. ' The
river running at its foot Increased the

difficulty of the task, but it was scaled

and carried successfully against the un-

precedented opposition of a Japanese divi-

sion. 14.000 men. with many guns. The
Riisslan losses were terrible. The fight-

ing on the crest of the hill was altogether

with cold steel. The Russian officers, with

swords aloft, leading the scaling columj.

vero literally lifted In the air bt tM
Japanese bayonets, and the Japanese then

bayonottod tin first of the Russian sol-

diers who plied In the trenches. All tho

dead In the trenches were bayoneted, their
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of the dreadful

A Reuter's telegram dated the 8th

Instant is as follows :—
Reports from Washington state that

it Is settled that as soon as an official

invitation Is received to appoint a
member to the International Commission

of Inquiry into the recent Incident In the

North Sea, Admiral Dewey will be

offered the post of United States repre-

sentative.

It Is also announced that Admiral

Fournier will probably represent France

on the Commission.

A message of the following day
reads :

—
In view of the passage of a portion

of the Baltic Fleet through the Suez
Canal, elaborate precautions are being

taken, guards being posted along the

THE JAPANESE IN ATTACK.

HOW A FORT WAS CARRIED.

The A*afti publishes an interesting sc-

count of the attack on the eastern fort on
Panlung Hill, whirh was made in August
last, and the publication of which was
prohibited by the authorities. Panlung
Hill is in the chain of hills surrounding

Port Arthur which constitute tho main
line of the Russian defence.

On August 19th the centre column of

the Army Corps advanced from Tuan-

shantze against Panlung Hill, the Ouchi

column leading. The attack was com-

menced on the night of the 20th, but the

moon being bright, operations had to be

suspended. At 2 o'clock, shortly before

daybreak on the 21st, the pitch darkness

favoured another advance and the march

by the Ouchi column, the

and Yoshlda detachments form-

ing the first fighting line and the Hlro-

naka detachment the reserve. The Rus-

sians appeared to be ignorant of the

advance. Barbed wire nets, some of them

electrified, and mines which were dls-

Mtt fort, had

previously removed by the

engineers and infantry without great

difficulty. The slopes of this bill are quite

bare and the attackers had no opportunity

of concealing themselves from their

enemy. But the Sakuma detachment ad-

vanced boldly and rapidly. When about

two hundred yards from the fort more

barbed wire was observed ahead, ami

thirteen men were detailed to remove this

obstruction. It was then the Russians

opposed the attack. They directed their

artillery against the men detailed to

remove the wire obstruction, and the

latter were compelled to retire before

this was completely removed. In a

few minutes artillery fighting was
menced between the Japanei

and the fort. Between one third and one

half of the advance were soon out of

action, and the reserve Hlronaka detarh-

ment was at once dispatched to the fight-

ing line. The enemy actively used their

searchlights between the advance and the

approaching reserves, and directed burn-

ing arrows all over the field, meantime

concentrating their fire on the advance.

Colonel Ouchi then ordered Major Hlro-

naka to dispatch two companies to the

front. These, the 9th and 1,0th. dashed

forward impetuously, and arriving at the

front, soon found that the advance had

suffered heavily. Major Sakuma. In the

fighting line, at once observing the quick

approach of the 9th company, led them

on, when they soon encountered the

wire entanglements, where a large number

of the fallen were lying. Obeying orders,

the men. under the hottest fire, worked

in order to clear away the netting.

The tools they carried proved Inadequate

for the work and they had to draw sword

ami bayonet, and with these succeeded in

cutting away the wire. Machine gun and

rifle fire simply swept the Japanese away
during this operation,

At last a retreat to the nearest shelter

was ordered In order to save the detach-

ments from total destruction. This shelter

was two hundred yards to the rear. Here

the different units were reorganised.

Major Saknma then commanded another

advance and a simultaneous da3h was

made for the fort. By the time the men
—the survivors of the Sakuma column

and the two companies sent by Major

Hironaka—had
tbe Russia

to about six. and these wrought fearful

destruction. Half of the reorganised
force were soon either killed or wounded,
but the remainder struggled on until they
reached the Iron plates that protected the
fort. By this time only three or four

officers and a

touched by the enemy's fire. It

I o'clock and still quite dark. The few
that was left of a company, who had
reached the ramparts, were evidently un-

observed, otherwise they would have been

immediately bayonetted. Their situation

was remarkable. They could do nothing

but wait for others of the attacking force

'o advance, but they had retreated. The
Russian fire greatly Increased, and in a

few moments five of them were struck by

stray bullets. It was agreed to retreat aj

no help was coming, and so tho whole uf

them rushed away to the sheltered posi-

tion two hundred yards off. Here Colonel

Ouchi met the survivors in this dreadful

attack and Inquired the situation of the

I'nemy, at the same time praising their

l.rsvery for advancing right up to the

fort.

Having learned all he could, the Colonel

then ordered the third cnarge by the men

who had survived the two previous

onslaughts. In this charge Captain T»ka-

ratake was the first to be shot down.

Colonel Ouchi advanced, amidst shot and

shell, to the wire netting, the removal of

which had caused such bloodshed. In the

midst of the carnage the cry was heard,

" The colours have fallen !
" as Enslcn

HaohMa. the standard bearer, fell to the

ground. At this time the men wavered In

the advance, when Colonel Ouchi. brand-

ishing his sword, uttered stern commands.

The Colonel was shot and fell, but

rising to his knees and still wavinK

his sword urged the men on. He

was immediately afterwards killed ami

his body riddled. Major Sakuma and

Major Hlronaka were also dead at break

of day. Those who had borne the brunt

of tbe terrible attack during the night

were now cold and lay In heaps over the

dreary slopes. Firing slackened with sun-

rise, but the way had been made to a

successful finish, and In the course of the

day the fort was carried.

Saturday, November 12th.

A JAPANESE who left Slchaotze. the

** extreme left of the Army Corps under

General Kurokl. on the 1st Instant, has

informed a Mojl correspondent that the

main body of tho Russian Army appears

to be concentrated near Hengyurokuho,

and the actual distance between the out-

posts of both armies is not more than

seven hundred yards, or within half-a-

mlle. Both side* are keen to detect the

whereabouts of each other, and the

slightest indication such as Is given by

rising smoke brings a volley from tho

Russian side. The Russians are especially

active during dark, scouting the country

In small bodies. As their object is to re-

connoitre tho Japanese positions, the

latter have orders not to reply to any

fire which would betray their situation.

The Russians therefore never succeed In

drawing the Japanese fire. In the opinion

of the traveller, everything points to the

fast approach of a crisis between the

belligerents, who are not likely to main-

tain much longer their present attitude of

inactivity.

General Nlshl. who has been appoint^

Commander-in-Chief of the troops protect-

ing Manchuria, left Tokyo at noon on

Wednesday to lake up his new commar.^

Mem -C donel Krlnkenberg, .-..irn.nl"-

of the Alexander III. Regiment, who wa»
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wounded in the fighting on Bankalseki I

Hill near the Shaho and taken prisoner,

arrived at Matauye on Tuesday. The

Colonc! has two wounds In his body.

The Russian Government has yet made

ao reply to the Japanese protest yre-

Haled at St. Petersburg through the

Tailed States Ambassador against ths

Rasslan troops wearing Chinese dress In

Manchuria.

•
•

A Berlin telegram of the 10th Instant

reads :
—

The Russian Government has promised

to remunerate those who are able to give

any particulars regarding the suspicious

vessels which were present during the

recent Incident In the North Sea.

The following British colliers are now
employed in conveying coal for the

Baltic Fleet:-" Roddam," "Cheviotdale."

"Japton." "Aberlour." "Conway,"
"Frankby," " Nlnlan Stuart." "St.

Leonards." " St. N'ioholas," " Y«sdo,"

" Hursdale." " William Storrs," and

A Paris dispatch of the 11th reads :
—

The difficulties as to the constitution

of the Commission of Inquiry into the

North Sea. Incident have now been

settled, and the Commission will com-
mence Its work at the Qual d'Orsay at

the end of November.

NEWS FROM THE FRONT.

OFFICIAL DISPATCHES.

A dispatch from General Nogi, in com-

mand of the Army besieging Port Arthur,

reached Headquarters at Tokyo on Wed-
nesday night. The dispatch says : — On
the Sth Instant, the heavy artillery and
the Naval guns stormed the armoury at

the northern extreme of the city of Port

Arthur, when the building caught fire.

At 2.30 o'clock In the afternoon of the

same day, the powder magazine of the

old fort on Sunshu Hill was blown up

by our shells.

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama states

that at about 11 o'clock on the night of

the 8th Instant a force of the Russian

Infantry—one or two companies—attacked

the Japanese outpost, but was repulsed.

Everything is quk-t in other directions.

CASH AS CONTRABAND.

SERIOUS PREDICAMENT OF
CHINESE FIRMS.

Included in the cargoes of the steamers
" Hslplng " and " Pelping," which were

recently declared lawful prizes by the

Saseho Prize Court. Is the total sum of

Tls. 320.000 in cash. This money was

shipped by the Chinese firm of Jen Yung
of Shanghai, for Newchwang. Mr. Saku-

ral. barrister of Kobe, on behalf of thU

firm, has filed a petition at the Priz?

Court for the release of the money. Mr.

Saktiral is now at Saseho and the petition

will be heard by the Court on Monday
next.

The petition lodged by Counsel is to

the following effect :—The money was

shipped for Newchwang in payment of

the price of beans and beancake pur-

chased at Newchwang. It was shipped

In cash, because there are no Chinese

banks at Shanghai which do exchang"

business between Shanghai and New-

chwang. The want of silver at New-

chwang is every year supplied by remit-

tances in cash in exchange for beans and

beancake. The Mitsui Bussan Kaisha a;

Kobe, and the firm of E-wo. of Kobe, both

send drafts to the firm of Jen Yung,

Shanghai, as payment In exchange for

beans and beancake purchased from New-

chwang, and the Shanghai firm then

ships the money In cash to Newchwang
These facia will be certified to by the

Mitsui Bussan and the E-wo

It is stated that the confiscation of the

money Is creating a panic among the

Chinese merchants, because. If the peti-

tion Is dismissed, not a few Chinese firms

will be driven to bankruptcy. One of the

firms concerned has already failed id

consequence of the capture of the money.

A JAPANESE SPY'S BEQUEST.

SEQUEL TO A DRAMATIC STORY.

The Russian authorities recently for-

warded to the family of the late Yoko-

gawa Seizo, one of two Japanese ex-

ecuted at Harbin as spies in the early

days of the war. a draft for Tls. 500 Issued

by a Chinese bank. Mr. Yokogawa
had desired that his money should

be given to tbo Russian Red Cross,

but this the Russian authorities declined

to do, forwarding It Instead to the family

of deceased. On the 9th Instant the two
young daughters of Mr. Yokogawa visit"!

the French Legation at Tokyo, and aske.l

to see Madame Harmand, wife of the

French Minister. This lady was re-

quested by the girls to kindly forward

the five hundred taels to the Russian Red
Cross, as their father had directed, but

Madame Harmand earnestly and freely

spoke to the girls and explained

that the Russian authorities would

not accept the money, and the

young visitors went away disap-

pointed. The Russians supposed the lat?

Mr. Yokogawa was a Major In the Japan-

ese service, and that his comrade Mr. Okl

was also a military man, but this was a
mistake. Mr. Yokogawa was a patriot,

evidently of an unusual

type. His story has been published

ral times, but it may be recalled that a

few months previous to the outbreak of

war he went from Japan to Peking. In

January last he suddenly left his lodgings

In Peking without a word to his wife, and
nothing was heard of him subsequently

until the report of bis death as a military

Sunday, Novemlter

rpHE Russian armada that Is now on Its

* way to this part of the world must
rank as the greatest naval expedition

recorded in history. If the fleet succeeds

In reaching these waters it will have

accomplished something remarkable In

itself. If the squadron successfully

engages the well-.*easoned Japanese the

victory will rurely go far to restore Rus-

sia's lost prestige, but between now and

that time there is a great gulf of doubt

and uncertainty which tho ablest critics

cannot bridge over with any argument

prophesying Russian success. The make-

up of the flee;, the mettle of the men. the

tfrtonntl of the officers, the extremely

hazardous position in which the squadron

will find Itself in these waters, with per- I

haps no land base, no repairing yards, and
1

a vigilant enemy to contend against—this

Is the arra> of the obstacles to success

that cannot be lessoned by any arguments

In favour of the squadron's great venture.

The authorities at Tokyo are in receipt

of news that the strength of the Baltic

Squadron already on Its way consists of

7 battleships. 6 cruisers, 7 destroyers,

2 Volunteer Fleet steamers, 1 store-ship,

1 hospital-ship, and 5 transports. The

battleships .'(insist of the " Slssol Veliky,"

" Navarln." " Kniaz Suvaroff." " Orel."

"Imperaior Alexander III.," "Borodino."

and "Osllabya"; the cruisers, the

" Svletlana," " Zemtcaug," " Almaz,"

I
" Admiral Nakhlmotf," " Dmitri Donskoi,"

j
and " Aurora." Besides the foregoing,

two protected cruisers, the " Olcg " and
" Izumrud," six auxiliary cruisers, five

destroyers, and three transports are to

follow.

The total displacement of this fleet,

including all vessels, amounts to over
112.000 tons. This does not take Into

account the colliers that supply the

squadron.

• •

There has been another break in the
weather at Llaoyang, which has bocn very

fine of late. Snow fell on the 6th instant.
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but in the past few days the weather has

been so clear and warm as to resemble

the sprints. The preparations of the

Japanese for further action are

ing very satisfactorily.

Tho Russian Volunteer Fleet steamers

which have just passed the Bosphorus

carry large quantities of ammunition for

the Baltic Squadron.

The Russians at TivlinK have con-

structed a trench extending for two miles

and a half outside the eastern gate of the

city. There are now new forts at several

points west and south of the city aud

most of the troops newly arrived are

quartered there. Largo forces are also

encamped at other places, and only a

small portion advances as far as Mukden.

•

• »

At a meeting of the Playgoers -

Club

held at the Hotel Cecil, London, a: the

end of September, Mr. Douglas Story,

a war correspondent, and formerly Editor

of the South China Morning Post, who
has recently returned from the Far East,

related to his follow members and their

friends Borne of his experiences in tho

campaign with the Russian army under

General Kuropatkin. The lecture was
illustrated with photographs. War, said

the lecturer, was no longer an artistic,

dramatic thing, but was cold-blooded,

licensed murder. One did not see one's

enemy, the guns he used, nor even the

smoke, and It was oftentimes impossible

to tell from what place one was being

Ho believed that nowhere

In the world better fighting ma
than the Russian soldiers. But the war
had been one of the General Staff ; it bad

depended upon an absolute knowledge of

forces and of time. Tho Japanese bad

fought it as much upon their psycholo-

gical knowledge of the enemy aa upon

their knowledge of military science, with

a knowledge of the peculiar conditions

existing In Manchuria of climate and of

time. General Kuroputkin he considered

to be a brilliant soldier who had done

some extraordinary work under the most

difficult conditions. What had happened

in Manchuria was planned ami intended,

and not forced.

• »

A Reuters telegram dated the Uta
instant reads :

—
The mobilisation of troops by Russia

has been attended by serious anti-Semitic

disorders in Bitebsk, where shops and

warehouses were looted from the 25th

to the 28th ultimo.

Thousands of Reservists participated in

the riots, several or the men being killed

and wounded.

Viceroy Alexcieff arrived at St. Peters-

burg from Manchuria last evening.

The Tsar was absent from the capital

when the Viceroy arrived, being on a

tour of Inspection of troops about to de-

part for the front.

A Berlin message of the same date is

as follows :
—

At Lowiez. in Poland, the Tsar has

bade farewell to 20,000 troops, who, with

forty-eight gtins, arc under orders for

the front.

RUSSIAN NAVAL FUNERAL
AT NAGASAKL

The funeral took place in the Russian
cemetery at Inasa. Nagasaki, on the 10th

instant, of three Russians-one petty

officer and two seamen—who died at

Sa>oh<> from wounds received on board

the - Kuril;" in the battle in which the

Russian cruiser was sunk.

The procession, says the Xagamki
Press, formed up at the landing place at

Inasa at 1.30 p.m. There were present

Governor Arakawa. Councillor Noguchi.

the French Consul (Mr. G. Goudereau).

Chief Superintendent of Police Karoe-

yama. Harbour-master Kawamura. the

Mayor of Sasebo. and officers of the

Nagasaki garrison. Japanese naval

honours were granted the deceased, and

Captain Sakamoto, commanding, somt

..fibers ami two companies of seajK-n

from the guardshlp " Katsuragi " it-

tended the ceremony. Wreaths were seat

by Vice-Admiral Samcshima and Mini

Russian residents of Nagasaki, about

twenty of the latter being present.

At the graveside tho Shinto burial

service was conducted by priests from

Nagasaki. Tamaoushi was offered by

the Japanese gentlemen present, and a

funeral oration, sent by Vlce-Admiral

Sameshlma. was read by Captain Saka

motxj. At the conclusion of the Japanese

ceremony. M. Fedeseff read the burial

service of the Greek Church. The men

of the " Katsuragi " then fired three Ml
leys, the last mark of respect that the}'

could offer to gallant foemen of their

country.

Before the assembly dispersed the

French Consul, on behalf of the Russian

Government, thanked the authorities for

the courtesy and kindness with which the

I si

Thesday, November 15th,

fPHE only news of note that has been re-

reived in the past two days from the

Iront Is to the effect that the Russians are

making the banks of the Shaho their

first line of defence, their second line on

the Peltungho, and the third line on the

Hunho. The defences on the right bank

of the Hunho. those between Mukden and

Tiding, and between Tiellng and Wusbun
are being pushed forward with all

rapidity. General Kuropatkln now ra-

ti Boshln station on the railway,

the lines dally.

The Temps on the 20th ult. gave pro-

minence to statements made in a dispatch

from St. Petersburg which, It say...

come from a highly authoritative source,

severely criticising the Russian general-

•hip In the latest battle. A detailed ex-

planation is given of the various reverses,

and the writer adds :
—

" At not a point were available Russian

forces concentrated for an effective offen-

sive. Large numbers of men and cannou
remained unutilised. Orders were

changed suddenly in contradiction an 1

confusing each other, testifying to general

incoherence. General Stakelberg's army,

made up of the best fighting material,

was so detached from the main body that

the Important turning movement
to It was foredoomed to failure."

Some idea of the precautions taken

by the Baltic Squadron (o guard again*.,

surprise while en route may be gathered

from a message of the Times Copenhagen

correspondent, who telegraphed on the

24th ult. to the following effect :
—

" On Wednesday evening a telegram

from the Tsar for Admiral

sky arrived in care of the Russian Con-

sular Agent In the Island of Langel. and

the Consular Agent ordered two fishermen

In a motor launch to deliver the dispatch.

As they approached the Admiral'* ship

searchlights were thrown on the launch

and some blank cartridges were fired

The Russians forbade the boat to come

nearer and sent a boat to take the dis-

patch. Notification has been given that

all merchantmen meeting the Baltic fief

must hoist their national flag. A Nor-

wegian schooner having failed to do so »

blank charge was fired to

of the ceremony."

A Reuter's telegram dated the 12th in-

stant is as follows :
—

The Paris journal the Temps states

that the Japanese Minister to France hM

called on M. Delcasse. the Minister for

Foreign Affairs, In reference to
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points relating to the observance of

neutrality, on the ground that there was

reason to believe that there at present

existed a divergence of Interpretation

which, however, should not be exag-

gerated. This, said the Minister, could

toon be removed. Prance having hitherto

reconciled her duties as Ally of Russia

vlth those incumbent upon her as a

Dwral Power. Japan, the Minister

aMrd. appreciated the uprightness of

the Intentions of France In this delicate

lituatton.

Explanations regarding the affair are

proceeding amicably.

A message of the following day
reads :

—
The Echo de Paris publishes a St.

Petersburg message stating that a Russian

loan for fifty-three millions sterling Is

being arranged with German and Dutch

Banks.
i

• •

A Berlin telegram dated the 13th

reads :—
The work of recruiting men for the

Army Is causing serious trouble in some
parts of Russia.

Part of the Baltic Fleet has arrived at

Crete, and part, at Dakar, Senegal.

Reports are current In London,

Washington, and Paris that after the

fall of Port Arthur Japan will propose

intermed (atIon through Great Britain,

the United States, and France.

Both Russia and Japan have declined

to take part in the Peace Conference

at The Hague proposed by President

Roosevelt.

The London Time* states that British

manufacturers may supply all kinds of

war material to Russia and Japan, the

Government having no intention of dis-

turbing a lucrative business.

Wednesday, November 1G7//.

4 CCORDING to the latest news the Rus-

slans at Port Arthur have been active

of late In transporting goods from the

town to Laotl Hill, which Indicates that

the Russian Commander has decided to

na*e his final stand on Laotl Hill.

•

A conference of the Imperial Head-

quarters Staff was held on the 14th In-

stant In the presence of the Emperor.
The Premier was also present.

* *

The Yomiuri publishes the following

account of the attack on Niryo Hill fort

at Port Arthur as given by an officer Just

returned from the front:
—"The army

commenced a general attack on the 26th

ultimo, the plan being that the Russian
portions should be bombarded with ar-

tillery for five days and then stormed by
lafantry, whose attack would be directed

against the Niryo Hill fort at 1 o'clock

oa the afternoon of the 30th. At daylight

on this day, the Anami detachment

turned Its artillery fire on the fort, and at

5 o'clock In the afternoon the detachment

made a charge against the breastworks. A
number of men having been selected from
various companies, a storming party was
organised. The distance from the position

to the breastworks was only about thirty

yards, and the Japanese advanced against

the Russian fire and carried the outer

defencea on the hill slopes as arranged

A regimental contingent and a party of

engineers opened up three roads between
the Japanese position and the breast-

works, wide enough to march a battalion

through During the operations the

Russians shelled the Japanese from the

I flank, but the attack never faltered, the

Japanese working bravely and rapidly

and succeeding In making the roads by
which a large body of men reached the

breastworks. Several mines were found

In these operations, one being a very large

one which suddenly exploded, blowing a

man to pieces and scooping a bole in the

ground four feet square. As they worked

on the Japanese had to make barriers of

stones to protect themselves from the fire.

The Russians kept up a most deadly

machine gun fire, followed by bomb ex-

plosions, all of which did great execution

among the storming party, although by
now it was near midnight and perfectly

dark."

•

A Reuter's telegram dated ihe 14th Inst,

reads :

—

The Tempt learns from St. Petersburg

that Vlce-Admiral Beaumont (Com-
mander-in-Chief on the Australian

Station) has been appointed the British

representative on the Commission of

Inquiry Into the North Sea Incident.

A message of the following day

reads :—
The appointment of Vlce-Admiral

Beaumont as British representative on

the International Commission Is con-

firmed.

Over $6,000 Russian sick and wounded

are lying in the terribly overcrowded

hospitals between Baikal and Mukden.

Thursday, Novemfxr YIth.

THE monotony of the blockade at Port
A Arthur has been relieved by the escape

of a Russian destroyer, the " Rastoropny,"

which arrived safely at Chefoo yesterday

morning. after an adventurous trip. It

is reported that this vessel has been

detected hovering about the entrance to

the harbour of Port Arthur for several

days past, as If looking for a favourable

opportunity of making a dash through the

blockade. The opportunity came on
Tuesday evening, when there was a

heavy snowstorm. Under cover of this,

the destroyer steamed out of the harbour,

and though she was observed and fired

upon, she does not appear to have been

pursued any distance or hit It remains

to be seen whether the destroyer will stay

at Chefoo and surrender. She will hardly

attempt to return to Port Arthur.

On the night of the 14th instant. 256

Invalided soldiers arrived at UJIna by the

" Rohllla-maru." 270 by the " Talren-

maru." and 1.020 by two other steamers.

Seventy-five Russian prisoners also

arrived by these vessels.

The Axahi publishes a London telegram,

which states that In an interview, Viceroy

Alexeleff, who ia now In St. Petersburg,

that If the Commander of the

Japanese Army had been a little more ad

venturous at the commencement of hostili-

ties, he could soon have taken Port Ar-

thur, blockaded Vladivostok, and com-

pelled the Russian Commander to divide

his land forces. Viceroy Alexeleff might

also hare been captured in that oven:

There are a good many might-have-been*

In history.

A Reuter's telegram dated London, the

16th Instant reads:—
The Russian Minister at Washington,

referring to certain vague reports in re-

gard to mediation, declared that Russia

zed by Google
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would fight to the bitter end, and would

listen to no suggestion of mediation.
•

A Berlin message of the previous day

la aa follows :
—

M. Nelldoff. Russian Minister in Paris,

states that Russia will not think of

making peace with Japan at present.

BLOCKADE RUNNING IN A
SNOWSTORM.

THE RASTOROPNY " BLOWN UP
BY AN EXPIX)SION.

conversed on deck for a few minutes, and

then the destroyer entered the harbour.

The Japanese Consul at Cbefoo tele-

graphs to Tokyo that the destroyer

" Rastoropny " arrived there at 7 on the

morning of the 16th Inst, (yesterday).

A heavy snowstorm was prevailing an.1

nothing could be seen on the sea.

THE DEFENCES OF PORT
ARTHUR.

NUMBER OF FORTS AND Gt*N8.

During a heavy storm on the 15th In-

stant the Russian destroyer "Rasto-

ropny " steamed out of Port Arthur, es-

caped the blockade, and arrived at Chefoo

at seven o'clock In the evening. Ap-

parently the vessel took advantage of the

fact that the Japanese war-ships had

sought shelter.

A special dispatch which the Aiahi re-

ceived yesterday states that according to

the Captain of the Russian destroyer, tb.«

vessel left Port Arthur at 11.30 o'clock

on Tuesday night under sealed orders.

At one time the destroyer was pursued by

ae war-ships, but the Captain

to escape capture on account of

the heavy snowstorm.

The destroyer bears no evidence of hav-

ing been hit by the Japanese. There are

now three war-ships at Chefoo—the U.S.

cruiser " New Orleans," grin-boat " Hai-

yang" and the Russian destroyer.

Directly the latter arrived at Chefoo, she

was boarded by the Captain of the

Chinese gun-boat. The two Commanders

The Russian destroyer " Rastoropny,"

which arrived at Chefoo from Port Arthur

on Wednesday morning, was destroyed

by explosion at 7 o'clock on Wednesday

evening. Shortly before the explosion

about forty men landed from the de-

stroyer, ten of whom carried rifles.

A dispatch from Chefoo, dated Wednes-

day. 11 p.m., to the Foreign Office, states

that after the crew of the destroyer " Ras-

toropny " landed, three explosions were

heard on board the vessel, which were

followed by clouds of white smoke. A
later telegram, dispatched at 1 o'clock

yesterday morning, states that only the

masts and tops of the funnels of the

destroyer are above water.

The officer In command of the " Ras-

toropny." when he went ashore. Is re-

ported to have been lodged at the

Russian Consulate. It Is stated that an

officer of the U.S. cruiser " New Orleans "

made an official call on the Russian de-

stroyer, but found the Captain absent.

The officer obtained no information other

than that the destroyer had come from

Port Arthur.

Advices from Cbefoo yesterday state

that the crew of the " Rastoropny " will

be Interned by the Chinese authorities at

Chefoo or Shanghai.

According to news reaching Tokyo, o&

the night of the 13th instant the Russians

defending Sunshu Hill, Port Arthur, mads

an attack on the Japanese position there,

but were repulsed with heavy loss. Ths

telegram further states that the prepara-

tions of the Japanese for forcing the at-

tack are now almost completed.

The number of the Russian forts at

Port Arthur has hitherto been preserved

secret by the military authorities, but the

latter. It now appears, have no longer

objection to this information being mads

known. The total number of forts. In-

cluding temporary constructions, is S3,

mounting altogether 149 heavy guns, tut

when machine guns and others of MMlftV

calibre are added, the number of guru it

not less than 600. The line of forts ex-

tends over ten miles. Some of the forts

are already in the hands of the Japanese,

and a number of the heavy guns are de-

stroyed. It is believed that General

Stoessel perceives that he cannot hold tie

principal line of forti

he Is now very active In

the defences of Laotl Hill, where he will

probably retire.

The remark that " some " of the forts

are already In the hands of the Japaneas

would suggest that there is a good deal

yet to be done before the fortress Is

captured.

Friday, November 18//*.

11HE destruction of the Russian de-

Btroycr " Rastoropny " on Wednesday

evening was probably considered by Its

commanding officer the best means of

keeping the vessel out of Japanese hands.

No more reasonable explanation can be

given for the sudden end of the destroyer.

If she had remained at Chefoo, according

to international law she would have had

to disarm In twenty-four hours, but she

might also have been seized by the Japan-

ese, while capture was almost certain if

the " Rastoropny " ventured outside the

port. The object of the trip between the

two ports has not leaked out, but It is

probable that important dispatches were

conveyed.

The prolonged official silence regarding

the operations at the front was broken

yesterday, but Marshal Oyama's report,

appearing In another column, gives no

indication of future movements, and only

chronicles one or two outpost affairs.

THE FAMOUS " GENERAL
ORDER."

FULL TEXT OF KCROPATKIN'S
ADDRESS.

The full text of General Kuropatkln's

famous General Order to his troops, which

was read just before the Russian advance

at the battle of the Shaho. Is given In a

dispatch from Mukden, dated the 2nd

ultimo. The Order, which had such

momentous effects. Is as follows :
—

" More than seven months ago the enemy

treacherously fell upon us at Port Arthur

before war had been declared. Since

then by land and sea the Russian troops

have performed many heroic deeds, of

which the fatherland may be justly proud.

The enemy, however, Is not only not over-

thrown, but in his arrogance continues to

dream of complete victory.

" The troops of the Manchurian Army, in

unvarying good spirits, have hitherto not

been numerically strong enough to defeat

the Japanese Army. Much time Ib neces-

sary for overcoming all difficulties a»4

strengthening the active army so as »

enable It to accomplish with complete suc-

cess the arduous but honourable task la-

posed upon It.

" It is for this reason tha.. in spite of

the repealed repulse of the attacks of tW

Japanese upon our positions at Tashlcb**

Llandlansan, and Llaoyang. I did not coa-

alder the time to have arrived to tsis

advantage of these successes to begin »

forward movement, and I, therefore, B»

the order to retreat.

" You left the positions you so berolcalU

defended covered with piles of tbt

enemy's dead, without allowing yourselves

to be disturbed by the foe. and. In

paredness for a fresh fight after fivedayr

battle at Llaoyang. you retired on the ne

KS I V l\J lift JJI L » ivU-~ I ' ] J '
~

i'a *

"After successfully defending all *
vanced and main positions you with' !*

to Mukden under the most difficult con
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Attacked by General Kuroki's

army, you marched through almost Im-

passable mud, fighting throughout the

day, and extricating the guns and carta

with your hands at night, and returned

to Mukden without abandoning a single

gun, prisoner, or wounded man, and with

the baggage train entirely intact.

••
I ordered the retreat with a sorrowful

bcart. but with unshaken confidence that

K was necessary in order to gain a com-
plete and decisive victory over the enemy
when the time came.

" The Emperor has assigned for the con-

flict with Japan forces sufficient to assure

ns victory. All the difficulties of trans-

porting these forces over a distance or

10.000 versts are being overcome in a
spirit of self-sacrifice and with indomit-

able energy and skill by Russian men of

every branch and rank of the service and
every social position, to whom has been

entrusted this work, which for difficulty

is unprecedented In the history of war-

fare.

" In the course of seven months hundreds
of thousands of men, tons or thousands of

horses and carts, and millions of poods of

stores have been coming uninterruptedly

by rati from European Russia and
Siberia to Manchuria. If the regiments
which have already been sent out prove

to be insufficient, fresh troops will arrive,

for the inflexible wish of the Emperor
that we should vanquish the foe will be

Inflexibly fulfilled.

" Hitherto the enemy in operating has

relied on his great forces, and, disposing

his armies so as to surround us, has

chosen as be deemed fit his time for attack.

But row the moment to go and meet the

enemy, for which the whole army has

been longing, has come, and the lime has

arrived for us to compel the Japanese to

do our will, for the forces of the Man-

churlan army are strong enough to begin

the forward movement.
" Nevertheless, you must unceasingly be

mindful of the victory to be gained over

our strong and gallant foe. In addition

to numerical strength. In all commands,

from the lowest to the highest, a firm

determination must prevail to gain the

victory, whatever be the sacrifices neces-

sary to this end.
'* Bear In mind the Importance or victory

to Russia, and above all remember how

necessary victory Is the more speedily lo

relieve our brothers at Port Arthur, who

for seven months have heroically main

talned the defence of the fortress en-

trusted to their care.

" Our army, strong in its union with the

Tsar and all Russia, performed great

deeds of heroism for the fatherland in all

our wars, and gained for itself well-

merited renown amongst all nations.

Think at every hour of the defence of

Russia's dignity and rights in the Far

East, which has been entrusted to you by

the wish of the Emperor.
" Think at every hour that to you the

defence of the honour and fame of the

whole Russian army has been confided.

The illustrious head of the Russian land,

together with the whole of Russia, prays

for you and blesses you for your heroic

deeds.

"Strengthened by this prayerand imbued
with the consciousness of the Importance

or the task that has tallen to us. we must

go rorward rearlessly with a firm deter-

mination to do our duty to the end with-

out sparing our Uvea. The will or God be

with us all !

'

REPORT FROM MARSHAL
OYAMA.

SITUATION UNCHANGED.

The Imperial Headquarters publishes

the following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama :
—

"At 1.40 o'clock on the morning -i

the 15th Instant a Russian force, consist-

ing oT infantry and cavalry, attacked our

position at Hlnlungtun. but was repulsed

by our guard. At aboi t noon on the sara«

day a Russian force, consisting of 2.000

to 3.IW0 Infantry and cavalry with eight

guns, cannonaded Chltaltze and Mama-

chleh. but no damage was suffered by

our force. Everything remains quiet in

all other directions, and the situation is

Sdturdai/. November Vdth.

DEPORTS state that the Russian force

which was facing the Japanese Right

Wing Army Corps having joined the main

body at Peltungpao, In order to confront

the Japanese Centre Army Corps,

Kurokl's Army has crossed over to the

Russian position, while the Japanese Lert

Wing has commenced a forward move-

•

The officers of the dostroyer " Raa-

toropny " have circulated the report that

there is still plenty or ammunition and

provisions at Port Arthur, and that the.

stronghold can hold out till March next.

The Japanese, they declare, have not yet

taken any Important positions. The

cruiser "Bayan" was slightly damaged,

but all other cruisers and torpedo-boats

are daily going to the mouth or the har-

bour ror scouting duty.

•

Several news agencies report that the

Russian Squadron lert Decar. Senegal, on

tie 16th, proceeding southwards.

A London telegram says that at the

inquiry into the circumstances attending

the North Sea Incident, which has been

opened by the Board or Trade at Hull, the

allegation that Japanese torpedo-boats or

Japanese were present at the scene or

the outrage was strenuously denied. An
English barrister represented the Russian

Government.

*

* •

A Berlin telegram dated the 17th

Instant reads :
—

The t.overnraent officials at Suez have

callod a meeting or the roreign Consuls

and requested them to notiry the ship-

ping companies that during the time the

Baltic Fle*t is passing through the Canal

other ships will not be allowed to enter.

It is also announced that demonstrations

will be prohibited by the authorities.

The Ku.»* (a St. Petersburg Journal)

expresses satlsraction with the action

taken by the authorities at Suez.

A proposal made to tho Russian Go-

vernment by several British and Ame-

rican commercial firms to double the line

on the Siberian railway by means or

roreign capital has been rejected, the Go-

vernment preferring to do the work Itself.

THE " RARTOROPNY " AFFAIR.

DEMANDS OF THE CHEFOO TAOTAI.

According to a Tokyo dispatch the

Taotal at Chetoo has made the following

demands upon the Russian Consul at the

port In respect of the crew or the

Rastoropny " :—

1.—That the arms and ammunition

carried by the crew or the destroyer when

they landed be surrendered to the Chinese

authorities.

2.—That the officers and men of the

destroyer be retained on board the Chi-

nese cruiser " Halyang."

3.—That the arms and ammunition re-

ferred to be placed on board the " Hal-

!
yang."

4.—That on boarding the " Halyang."

the Russian officers and men sign the

affirmation customary on such an oc-

casion.

The Russian Consul accepted these de-

mands, and they were to be complied with

on Thursday evening.

From further pirtloulars recelvH.

it appears that the crew of the destroyer
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" Rastoropny " commenced landing at

Chefoo about aix o'clock on Wednesday
evening, an hour before the vessel sank.

It Is reported that the Captain or the

destroyer about that time said to the Chl-

the " Rastoropny " that he (the Captain)

the side of the

He entered a boat, which was rowed off,

and when about a hundred yards away
three separate explosions took place on

board the " Rastoropny," which almost

had In the

of the Captain, alto rowed
away in a boat.

Thursday morning two Japanese torpedo-

boats arrived at Chefoo and inspected the
situation of the " Rastoropny," after

which they left the port.

Sunday, November 20f//.

rpn •: " Rastoropny's " dispatches have

now been published to the world.

They speak hopefully of the struggle at

Port Arthur, of repelling a nine-days
-

con-

tinuous attack of the Japanese, and of

foiling the great object of the Japanese

on November 3rd. But the " Rastoropny "

left Port Arthur on Tuesday, the 15th, and

R Is considered significant that no re-

port Is made of events after November

3rd. The United States Consul at Chefoo

makes a report that fills the vacancy and

describes the situation as " extremely

critical." It hai

Yesterday's news from the Army before

Port Arthur is that the Japanese are

carrying on the deadly work of undermin-

ing the forts. They have succeeded in

this work, and commenced on the 17th

InsL IgnRing the mines. The

below the fort on Sunshu Hill

up, and operations were continued on the

following day.

aeneral Kuropatkln reports an encounter

by small parties, when a body of Japanese

cavalry was ambushed, and the troops ap-

parently either killed, wounded, or made

a instance of how military opera-

l are trammelled by outside Influences

U Is as well to keep tn mind that General

LlnievKch will have no communication

with General Kuropatkln (says the

London Timet Moscow correspondent),

being at daggers drawn with him owing

to some private family matters which

took place between them many years ago

when they as young men were serving

together in Turkestan. This may help to

explain why the comparatively unknown

General Grippenberg has been appointed

to a poBt which all Russia looked on as

General Llnlevltch's due.

Iral Blrieff is reported to have

an order censuring several Rus-

naval officers in connection with the

grounding of the battleship " Orel " on
September 30th. When the " Orel " went
aground none of the other vessels lying

In the roadstead near at hand sent boats

to her assistance. " It Is not for any

officer." says the Admiral, " to argue

whether assistance is necessary or not.

and in case of an accident each should

Immediately offer Ms services and show
the attention due rot only to a Russian

or foreign warship, but even to merehant-

DISPATCHK8 FROM RU8SIAN
GENERALS.

PORT ARTHUR'S CELEBRATION ON
THE THIRD.

A Reuter's dispatch dated the 17th

instant is as follows :

—

The supplementary Baltic Fleet, com-

prising five cruisers, including the former

Volunteer Fleet steamers " Petersburg "

and " Smolensk," now re-named the

"Rion" and "Dnieper." and eight

torpedo-boats, left Llbau yesterday and
passed Bomholm to-day.

The other vessels of the Squadron have

left Decar for Accra.

Dispatches have been published tn St.

Petersburg from General Stoessel. com-
manding the beleaguered garrison at

Port Arthur. The messages, which were

sent via Chefoo by the destroyer

" Rastoropny," and bear date of October

25th. October 26th, and November 2nd,

show that the Russians had five hundred

casualties In repelling an assault on the

fortress by the Japanese on the 25th and

26th ultimo. The last dispatch, dated

Tsar's Accession Day (November 3rd), is

couched In a tone of most fervent loyalty

and Is Jubilant with triumph because of

the fact that nine days' continuous assault

had been finally repulsed on this great

day on which the Japanese swore they

would take the fortress. The last mes-

sage contained no him of impending dis-

aster, but the ract that nothing has been

published from the garrison later than

November 3rd Is regarded as significant.

•

• •

A message of the following day reads :
—

The American Consul-Oeneral at

Chefoo, telegraphing to the State Depart-

ment at Washington, says the situation

at Port Arthur Is extremely critical, the

outer forts having fallen into the pos-

of the

The Government at Tokyo has received

the following reports transmitted to

Europe by Generals Stoessel and Kuropat-
kln.

General Stoessel send* three dispatches

(probably by the agency of the "Ras-
toropny"). The first dated October 28th.

says :
—

" On the 25th the Japanese stormed the

north and north-east forts of Port Arthur
and the trenches there. The fire was con-

tinued on the 26th, hut we repulsed the

attack with shrapnel. In these actions,

one officer and about 70 men were killed,

and eight officers and about 400 men
wounded on our side. M. Sakharoff. late

Mayor of Dalny, has died of typhoid
lever,"

The
30th,

" The bombardment continues without

Intermission."

The third report from General Stoessol

of date the 3rd November says the an-

niversary of the coronation of the Tsar

was celebrated. [The day on which the

stronghold was supposed to be taken by

A dispatch from General Kuropatkln,

dated November 16th, reads :
—

" At about 8 o'clock on the evening of

the 15th Instant, the Japanese advanced

against our position In the vicinity of

Linshlng-pao, but were repulsed. At

11 o'clock the same night they resumed

fire, which continued for an hour and a

half. In this attack 14 men were wounded
on our side. At daylight our Volunteers

ambushed two parties of Japanese cavalry.

The Japanese passed the front of the

Volunteers, and 32 men dismounted, when

the Volunteers advanced and attempted to

rapture them. The Japanese, who made
strong resistance, lost half their number
in killed, the rest being wounded, with the

exception of three taken prisoner.

" A company of Japanese Infantry went

to their comrades' assistance, when our

Volunteers checked this advance with

rifle Are. The Volunteers returned to

their regiment without suffering any
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Tuesday. Xuvanhrr 22/wZ.

\ S will be seen by a telegram in another
* *• column. General StoesBel declares in a

dispatch to the Tsar that Port Arthur can

bold out for months against the Japanese.

Many people will be inclined to think

that this Is a little " bluff " on the part

of tee gallant defender of the stronghold,

but from information that reaches us. th»

source of which Is thoroughly trust-

worthy, there appears to be substantial

ground for the confidence General

Stoesscl displays. We leam that It Is

quite the general opinion among ob-

servers now on the peninsula that the

fortress will hold out for some consider-

able time : in fact, that the Japanese are

not likely to take possession for three

or four months. We are Informed that

not a single fort of the Inner line of

defences has yet fallen into the hands

of the besiegers, and consequently, the

moat Important work for the reduction of
the fortress has yet to be begun. Ex-
traordinary displays of courage and
bravery are common In the repeated at-

tacks that are made upon the various

forts, but the opinion among competent
observers on the spot Is that this simply
Involves the sacrifice of life that is not

at all commensurate with the work a<

compllahed. It Is not a problem to be

solved by the' exhibition of courage, col-

lectively or Individually, but one which

has to be dealt with scientifically. Im-
I me;ise quantities of ammunition have

been absolutely waxled in being directed

against casemates which are quite Im-

pervious to such bombardment, and it

J

appears evident that no amount of hlgh-

ang'e fire, which Is about the only Are

that can be used in the position the
Japanese have attained, will be sufficient

to tffect such a breach In the defence*

as will permit the attack of a storming
party. What Is stated In the Russian

report of the determined efforts made by
the Japanese prior to the 3rd November
Is confirmed by our information. The
Japanese efforts to breach the inner line

of defences were wholly unsuccessful.

Necessarily, the loss of life has been very

heavy, and it seems to be a question

whether the Japanese will not ultimately

have to draw a cordon round the fortress

and endeavour to starve out the garrison.

Before that occurs the Baltic Squadron

will have reached these waters, and pos-

sibly have been enabled to make a diver-

sion, though at present It seems Incredible

the Squadron ran succeed In relieving the

GENERAL BARON OKAZAWA.
Chief Aidr^ir-mmp to hi* Imparl*' Mjkjesty

the Emperor »f Japan.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SUCHI.

One ol the OnVepi who perished in the disaster

to the Transport " Hitochi-ninni."

fortress when it must act without any

base and with the only Russian port

closed for the season by li e The posi-

tion is unfortunately one that offers few

hopes for an early peace.

A St. Petersburg correspondent gives

some Interesting particulars about the

Circum-Balkal Railway, which was

opened for traffic on September 29th last.

The railway Is about 152 miles long. Ten

trains, each of 30 carriages, can be run

on the line dally, whereas the Icebreaker

"Baikal." formerly the only link between

the Cis-Bttlkal and Trans-Baikal lines,

making three trips across the lake every

day. could «;nly carry 25 carriages each

trip. The construction of the railway

began In 1899 under tbc direction of the

, well-known engineer. M. Savrlmovltcu.

and the work, in which convicts took

part, was carried on In almost Impractic-

able places between the mountains and
the lake. Thirty-three tunnels bad to be

pierce 1 with dynamite. The railway has

cost 53.C28.00O roubles (£5,704.553) to

construct, this being an average of

219.783 roubles (£23.381) a kilometre, or

£37.409 a mile.

A Renter's dispatch of the 18th Instant

reads :
—

General Sakharoff wires to St. Peters-

burg that last night the Japanese attacked

one of the Russian advanced positions at

Putlloff, formerly known as Lone Tree

Hill, but were repulsed.

The British Board of Trade inquiry' at

Hull Into the damage suffered by the

trawlers as a result of the recent Incident

in the North Sea Is closed.

A mew<tti;e of the 19th Is as follows :
—

General Stoessel telegraphs to the Tsar

that the garrison at Port Arthur can hold

out for several months.

In his communication the General

state* that ho has received a slight wound

in the head.

• •

A further dispatch dated the 20th

r?ads :
—

A section of the Baltic Fleet is ex-

pected at Port Saiil on Wednesday n
route to the Far East.

*

Telegrams from Berlin dated the ;uth

read :
—

The report Is confirmed that General

Google
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Stoessel has been wounded. He retains

command of the beleaguered garrison,

however.

The supplementary Baltic Squadron has

been Righted off the Danish coast.

The refusal by Russia to give any

promise to punish those responsible for

the recent outrage In the North Sea has

delayed the signing of the Agreement

drawn up between Russia and Great

Britain for the settlement of the difficulty.

The Board of Trade investigation at

Hull has been concluded. Russia having

•ccedod to the demands made by Great

Britain.

SB BLOCKADE RUNNER
CAPTURED.

A steamer flying the German flag,

named the " Peteran," and formerly un-

der the British flag as the " Thales," was

captured by the gun-boat " Tatsuta " on

Sunday morning near Round Island. The
vessel carried large quantities of winter

clothing, blankets, medicines, and salted

beef. Her captain declared she was
bound for Newchwang, but her course

suggesting that she was attempting to run

the blockade, the vessel was sent on to

Saseho under escort, where she will be

submitted to the Prize Court.

OFFICIAL DISPATCHES FROM
THIS FRONT.

SITUATION UNCHANGED.

The following dispatch from Marshal
Oyama is published by the Imperial Head
quarters :

—
"A body of Russians appeared at day-

light on the 18th Instant to attack our
position In the vicinity of Hinglungtun,

but was repulsed.
" Prom early morning on the same day

the Russians In the vicinity of Shahopao
made a reconnoitring Ore with mortars
and field-pieces, without, however. In-

flicting any damage. The Russians were

found assembled in the vicinity of
yangza, when our artillery waa I

bear upon them, compelling them to dis-

perse In disorder. They look shelter la

the adjacent villages.

" Korodashl, on the right bank of the
Hun River, and other villages north-east
of that place, have been burnt down by
the enemy."

A later dispatch states that at about
noon on the 19th a party of Russian
infantry was found throwing up defeats
works east of Llushangtun. There was a

large force of Infantry in the rear, and
the Japanese artillery compelled the Rus-
sians to retreat. The situation In other

A dispatch from the Commander of ths

Port Arthur besieging army, reaching ths

Headquarters on Sunday, slates that oa

the afternoon of the 19th the Naval guni

blew up a powder magazine In the vicinity

of the Russian Arsenal. Operations for

another attack on the various forts an

Wednesday, November 23rd.

t 1ENERAL GRIPPENBERG," of the Russian Second Army in

Manchuria, accompanied by his Staff,

left St. Petersburg on November 17th

for the front. Large crowds cheered

the General as the train drew out of the

railway station. General

will proceed direct to Tiding.

From General Stoessel's son, who Is a

lieutenant in the Russian Imperial Guard,

M. Muton. the Echo's Paris correspon-

dent In St. Petersburg, has received a

letter, which he communicates to his

journal. It appears that the "hero of

Port Arthur " commanded a company of

the Bulgarian force during the war which

liberated the Principality irom the Turk-

ish yoke. For his services with the Bul-

garians he was raised to the rank of

Captain, and next of Major. General

Stoessel's grandfather was a Swede, and
a General In the Swedish Army, who
migrated to Russia during the reign of

the Emperor Paul. A son of this Swedish
General commanded a Russian regiment
in the war of 1812. Born in Russia, he
was a Russian subject, and a Russian In

religion. The second son. Michel, also

a Russian, and a soldier, was the father

of General Stoessel. of Port Arthur, who.

according to his son's letter, is only fifty-

six years old, Instead of sixty or sixty-

six, as elsewhere stated. The writer of the

letter is the only child of General and
Madame Stoessel.

A Renter's telegram dated the 21st

Instant reads :
—

The correspondent of the Daily Erpress

at Canea (In the Island of Crete) states

that during the visit of the Baltic Fleet

the officers and men were In a state of

wild intoxication. They roamed ths

streets Insulting and assaulting the In-

habitants. In the drunken brawls that

took place at least five persons were

murdered.

Opportunity was seized by a number of

the Russian sailors to desert, at least

forty succeeding In getting away.

THE CREW OF THE
" RASTOROPN Y."

A Tokyo dispatch states that it has ben

arranged between the Chinese authorities

and M. Lessar, the Russian Minlstei, that

the crew of the destroyer " Rastoropny."

which was blown up at Chefoo, should be

conveyed to Shanghai by the gun-boat

"Halyang" and there detained by ths

Chinese authorities till the end of the

TJiursdatf, Xorember 24th.

|T is interesting to observe In the

vernarular Press a gradual change of

opinion with regard to Use position at

Port Arthur. On November 3rd the

Japanese were disappointed for the third

time in their antiripations that the great

stronghold would be taken. As the public

knew so little of the real progress of

affairs at Port Arthur. It is not surprising

that there should have

tion as to the date of its fall, and that we

should have the consequences of such

speculation Continued disappointment

has no doubt had the effect of leading the

Japanese to look more reasonably at a

subject so closely affecting them and one

in which It is easy to go Into patriotic

rhapsodies and leave reason to the four

winds. The papers are now considering

the scientific aspect of the Japanese

near the troops are to the Nlryo and

Sunshu forts and in what time they can

take those places. A few days ago it was

generall- believed that these forts were

virtually If not actually In the hands of

the Japanese, bu'. the truth appears to be

very different. It la evident that the

Japanese have encountered enormous

difficulties, and though the result of the

Censor's efforts was at first to create the

that the
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Another dispatch from Marshal

Oyama was received yesterday afternoon.

It reads :
—" At 6.30 o'clock on the morn-

lag of the 21st instant, a detachment of

wr army, which advanced In the direction

of Ishiyoku, attacked a Russian position

it Ishiyoku and carried It. A superior

force of the enemy pressed the left flank

of the detachment, which having obtained

reinforcements, repulsed the Russians,

who retreated to SeDgorel. The Russian

force consisted of about 600 Infantry and

HO cavalry with four guns. They left

39 dead on the field and six men were

taken prisoner and 30 rifles and 40 en-

gineering Implements were captured. In

addition to a quantity of ammunition and

sundry articles. On our side Ensign

Inouye was wounded, and 28 mei

Ishiyoku is a few miles north-east of

Kansho. in the direction of Honkelko, on

the right bank of the Taltze River.

News reaches Tokyo that the Russian

forces between Kaotalllng and KangtalJIn

Hill facing the Japanese Right Wing on
the Shaho have lately been reinforced by
sol less than one division ; while the

forces at Kangningjing and Fengzlpao

are gradually increasing. The defence

works on the Shaho Include a number of

the covered redoubts mounted with

una. The rival armies are very

to each other and skirmishes are of

A dispatch states that the Japanese war-

vessels can now approach very close to

Port Arthur before they draw the Are of

the forts. A Japanese mine-clearing

vessel the other day advanced so close to

the shore that the positions of the Rus-

sians and the Japanese could be

when the latter were storming the Nlryo
Hill fort. Yet no Russian ships or forts

fired at the Japanese boat. Other war-

ships advanced so near that they could

clearly see the forts on Laoti and Mantan
Hills, but the Russians did not Are at

them.

• •

The German steamer " Peteran,"

captured the other day by the gun-boat
" Tatsuta " and now at Sasebo, played a

part more or less prominent in the China-

Japan war of ten years ago. She was

then the " Thales." flying the British flag.

At that time she was searched at Amoy
by the gun-boat " Yayeyama " as she

was suspected of carrying the Chinese

General I. Hi Yung-fu from Formosa. The
incident furnished a diplomatic question

between Japan and Great Britain.

The "Peteran" Is reported to have

arrived at Saseho on Tuesday afternoon.

The examination of the case was Im-

mediately commenced by the Prize Court,

when the papers and the

Captain were examined.

A Reuters telegram dated London the

21st Instant reads :—
General Kuropatkln reports that on the

night of October r? November] 16th four

volunteers blew up a Chinese building on

the Russian left wing, which was occupied

by twenty-five Japanese. They were all

killed or wounded. Otherwise, all Is

quiet at the front.

A message of the 22nd Is as follows :

—

Viceroy Alexeieff has been appointed a

member of the Council of Empire and of

the Committee of Ministers.

The "Rlon" (late Volunteer Fleet

steamer "Petersburg") and other vessels

on November 18th anchored off Skaw
Bay, and are awaiting repairs which are

i to be effected on the screws of the de-

by a salvage

any use of

A Berlin

port

dated the 22nd

The London standard confirms the re-

port that several torpedo destroyers built

at Yarrow have been delivered to the

Government.

OFFICIAL NEWS FROM PORT
ARTHUR.

A dispatch reached the Imperial
quarters yesterday afternoon, from the
SUff of the army besieging Port Arthur,
stating that on the night of the 2Ut
Instant the Russians sallied out to attack
the Japanese position In front of the
northern fort of East Kelkwan (Cblkwan)
Hill, but were soon repulsed.

At about 12.30 o'clock In the afternoon

of the 22nd instant a great Are broke out

in the proximity of the Arsenal In the

town of Port Arthur as the result of the

Are of the Japanese naval guns, and the

flames continued to i

In the evening.

JAPANESE CORRESPONDENTS
ORDERED HOME.

The correspondents of the Tiippon,

Hochi, and Osaka Mainichi with the

Port Arthur Army have been ordered to

leave the peninsula, permission to follow

the army having been withdrawn in con-

sequence of the correspondents having

dispatched letters without first submit-

ting them to the censor. Th«
dent of the Kokumin with the

Army Corps has also

on a similar charge.

Friday, November 25///.

fBHE Chinese gun-boat " Halyang," with
*• the crew, ihe Captain, two other

officers, and 46 men of the Russian

destroyer " Rastoropny," left Chefoo on

Tuesday night for Shanghai. At the

Utter port the Russians will be detained

by the Chinese authorities.

Lieutenant Nazhlvln of the Russian

Army relates a pathetic Incident which he

himself witneased in one of the Russian

defeats :
—

All our wounded were carried away If

they could walk or hobble with assistance,

but we had to leave several of the baril/

wounded behind.

It was all right leaving oncers, but the

wounded privates imagined that they

would be tortured by the Japanese, and
many cried to us either to take them or

put them out of pain.

I witnessed one most affecting Incident.

A young man named Feodorenko. son of

our grizzled sergeant, was badly wounded
In the stomach, and lay in a trench

among a heap of dead. Over him bent

his father, crying like a little child, and
exclaiming, " My son, my son !

"

Rescbetizky called. " Come on. Feodo-
renko, we must be off 1

"

" It's my son, your honour."
" 8ay good bye to him, then « "

"Never mind. Mikhail." said the father.
" the Japs won't harm you."

" Come on," repeated Reachetlzky.

The old man again bent over the lad,

and this time he got an answer.

"Go, father, you'll be killed if you
stay."

The bullets began to whistle overhead.

The sergeant rose.

Now. my lad," he said. " I won't see

you again in this world. Po you want

water T
"

"We can't wait any longer," rang out

the words.

Feodorenko stooped, and poured the

water from bis flask into the boy's mouth.
" Good-bye, Mikhail," he said. And all

the soldiers around shouted. "Good-bye.

Mikhail." and continued the retreat.
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the
|

and men of the Baltic Fleet during their i aeverely wounded.

23rd Instant reads :—
|
stay at the port. The correspondent

\

totally disregarded by the

Reuter's correspondent at Canea (In the Btates that there were constant scenes of discipline whatever prevailed.

Island of Crete) confirms the report sent drunkenness in which several of the Many seamen were left behind by the

by the Daily Expreta correspondent of officers participated. One Russian was Fleet, the men having lost themselves or

on the part of officers killed by his comrades, while others were deserted.

Saturday, November 267/i.

i DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama statesA that at midnight on the 22nd Instant a

body of five or six hundred Russian

infantry appeared at Hlngluntun. The
Japanese outpost there resisted an attack

for hours before retreating to the main
body. The village was totally burnt down
by the Russian artillery fire. At daylight

on the 23rd the Russians advanced from

the Shaho railway bridge, Hoshiyen. and

other places to the west and attacked the

Japanese position*, but were repulsed In

all directions.

A dispatch from the Commander of the

Army in the Liaotung peninsula received

on Thursday rno-nlng says that the fire

caused In proximity to the Arsenal at Port

Arthur on Tuesday afternoon by the

Japanese naval guns continued to burn

till 2 a.m. on Wednesday, or fourteen

hours, before the flames were got under

control. U is thought that coal stores

One of the most striking differences

between modern generalship and that of

yesterday Is that arising from the per-

fection of means of communication, of

which Mr. Bennet Burleigh gives the fol-

lowing illustration In a recent article In

the Daily Telegraph :

—

" The Marshal was in constant communi-
cation by field telegraph and other wires

with the Fourth Army, under General

Nodzu, and the First Army, under General

Kurokl ; and, further, he could talk over

the wire to the besiegers at Port Arthur

and to the Government in Tokyo."

The heavy guns on the forts ou Sun-

shu and Nlryo Hills and also In the

northern fort of East Chlkwan Hill have
cease l firing of late, which Is supposed to

be due partly to the close approach of

the Japanese positions and partly to the

scarcity of ammunition in consequence of

the explosion of the powder magazines.

The forts on Isu and Antze Hills and the

elevation forming the north-

fence of Port Arthur, have also ceased to

return the Japanese fire. Russian activity

in this direction is confined to frequent

sallies with the object of disturbing the

operations of the Japanese, who are

boring tunnels preparatory to storming

the forts. A Russian arrived at Wel-hal-

we| from Port Arthur is reported to have

-stated that ammunition and drinking

water are now scarce but the provisions

are sufficient to last for a few months.

The n im'>er of sick and wounded is

20.noo. and there are only about two
thousand men In good condition. Such
reports are. however, far from trust-

worthy.

A telecram from Berlin dated the 24th

Instant reads :
—

The Kovope Yrcmya announces the

formation of a third fleet to be dispatched
to the Far Kast.

Sunday^ November 27///.

ACCORDING to n Reuters message, the

Japanese attack on Poutiloff on the

18th IButt (reported by General Sakharoff)

was evidently made in order to ascertain

the strength of the Russian position. The
Japanese got wltliln thirty yards of the

trenches and were finally repulsed, leaving

a hundred dead.

« •

Marshal Oyama reports that detach-

ments of Russian infantry repeatedly

attacked the Japanese advance In the

direction of Lamotun during the early

hours of the 21th instant. The
attacks were all repulsed, the Rus-

sians retreating northwards. The Russian

artillery In the vicinity of the railway

bridge on the Shaho fired 20 to 30 rounds,

but caused no damage.

The heavy naval guns landed from the

fleet to assist the Japanese Army In the

attack on Port Arthur are working In-

dependently of the troops and are con-

tinually In action. The casualties suf-

fered by the landing party up to the pre-

are three officers and ::2 men killed,

and two officers and 202 men wounded.

General Balashoff, President of the Red
Cross Society at Port Arthur, reports to

the Russian Consul at Chefoo that the

hospital-ship " Bungara " at Port Arthur

has been sunk by stray projectiles of the

Japanese guns and that the hospital-ships
" Mongolia " and " Kazan " have been

damaged. In reference to this report, an

officer of the Japanese Naval Staff holds

that It cannot be taken as correct, as

nothing has been heard from the Japanese

army. Judging from the action of the

Kamlmura Squadron at the last moments
of the " Rurfk," and also as to the care

exercised by Admiral Togo In the naval

hattle on August 10th outside Port Arthur

to avoid firing on the hospital ships, he

believes It to be generally recognised that

the Japanese besieging Port Arthur are

doing all that can be done to avoid

damaging the hospital ships, and to

prevent even stray shots hitting them.

During the siege of Paris in the Franco-

German war, continues the officer, a

stray shot from the German artillery

struck the building of the United States

Legation, and when the U.S. Minister

made a protect to the Commander of the

German army. Bismarck replied that the

bullets of cannon unfortunately had no
eyes. The officer thinks It may be possible

that some projectiles sent by the Japanese
have struck other things than those

aimed at. as the Japanese are attacking

a chain of forts from all sides, and if the

hospital-ships we*e struck by stray shots

the Incident can only be regretted.

An interesting incident connected with

Nihilist propaganda has recently come to

light. Not long since a parcel of books
was received by the War Office at Tokyo
from a Russian in Switzerland, who. In

a letter accompanying the books, asked

that they should be sent to the Russian

prisoners at Matsuyama. General Baron
Terauchl. the Minister for War. ap-

preciated the kindly spirit shown, but

before sending the books to the prisoner*

had them examined. It was then found

that they contained strong criticisms on
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the Russian Government, and it appeared

that the books had been sent by one of

the many disaffected Russian exiles in

Switzerland against their Government.

Baron Teraucbl at once ordered the books

to be returned to the sender, with a note

to the followinK effect:
—"The prisoners

now at Matsuyama fought with the

Japanese, but being captured the

Japanese authorities are taking care of

them aa good and loyal subjects of the

Emperor of Russia, and the Government

of his Japanese Majesty cannot accept

books Intended to incite a hostile spirit In

the Russians against their own Govern-

Tuesday, November 29th.

ON Sunday there was a good deal of

animation In Kobe consequent on the

belief that the Sunshu and other forU.

a section of the great stronghold of

Port Arthur, had been taken. The Japan-

ese papers sent out " extras " to this

effect, and on the news becoming

known there was much animation and

rejoicing. But the reports were pre-

mature, as on Sunday evening news

was received at the Tokyo Head-

quarters that the preparations for the

attack on Sunshu Hill fort and others to

the east had about been completed, and

that the attack was commenced at six

o'clock on Sunday evening. Fighting was

in progress when the dispatch was sent.

•

According to Tokyo dispatches, a

seneral attack on Port Arthur has been

In progress since Saturday evening. It

was reported last night from Tokyo that

a detachment of the right wing of the In-

Testing army succeeded on Sunday in

carrying an elevation, which has been

named Akasaka-yama. The attack on

the elevation described as the "203-

metre Hill." In front of the right wing,

was kept up yesterday and the opera-

tions were progressing " very favourably,"

while the attack on Sunshu Hill and the

The Russian Government contradicts .

the report circulated by the Express corre-

spondent at Canea to the effect that

officers and men behaved themselves lr

habitants The Government says some of

the men quarrelled among themselves, one

man being killed. The Express corre-

pondent said five men were killed.

•

A Reuter's telegram dated the 25th in-

stant reads :
—

The Russian correspondents at Mukden
dwell on the difficulties of obtaining food,

forage, and fuel, especially fuel, without I

I which the huge blocks of Ice from the

river wells cannot be melted, rendering

the supply of water an Insurmountable

problem.

Public attention has been attracted to

the recent passage through the Suez

Canal southwards of three yachts—the
" Florentine*" " Catarina," and " Em-
erald."

The London agents of the " Florentlna "

and "Catarina" decline to disclose the

names of the charterers and the mysteri-

ous mission of the yachts, but It is sup-

posed they are for the purpose of explor-

ing the reefs In the Red Sea on behalf

I of the Baltic Squadron.

forts on Nlryo and Bast

was also being maintained.

Marshal Oyama continues to report

Russian activity at various points In the

district occupied by the rival armies. On
the 24th Instant the Russians are reported

to have set lire to a village named
Shozaimon. which was nearly destroyed.

*
• •

It Is reported In a telegram reach-

ing Japan that the correspondent of

the Daily Telegraph (presumably Mr.

Bennet Burleigh, who Is now at

Chefoo) telegraphed to the London
journal on the 22nd instant that the

Japanese Government, under the necessity

of expediting the capture of Port Arthur

for political reasons, would soon resumo
the general assault on the stronghold.

•
• »

A Reuter's telegram dated the 26th In-

stant reads :

—

Two battleships and three cruisers,

with nine transports, belonging to the

Baltic Fleet anchored last night In the

Bitter Lakes, seven destroyers remaining

at Suez.

While the Squadron was passing

The anchorage of the Fleet at

being patrolled by police

A message of the 27th Is as follows :—
The remaining vessels of the Baltic

Squadron have arrived at Suez, but have
ordered to leave within twenty-four

The vessels have
coal at the port.

A still later message reads :

—

The vessels belonging to th<

Fleet have left Suez after coaling

through the Canal men were

I the guns and torpedo-tubes.

The Supreme Prize Court at St. Peters-

burg has confirmed the decision of the
Vladivostok Court ordering the confisca-

tion of the British Bteamer "Chelten-
ham." which was captured by the Vladi-

vostok Squadron while on the voyage
from Japan to Korea with railway
material.

In connection with the removal of
Viceroy Alexeleff from the chief command
of the Russian forces In the Far East,

an Imperial Rescript expresses satisfac-

tion at the services rendered by the

Viceroy, and confers upon him the

of St. George of the Third Class.

Wednesday, November 30th.

RrssiAN prisoners, two hundred in Shaho a short ago was recently reported, to punish the officers responsible. No
number, who have been removed was handed over to the French Consul reply has yet been made to the similar

from Matsuyama to Nagoya. arrived at at Chefoo on the 18th Instant. protest made by the Japanese Qovern-

Osaka on Monday by steamer and went . ment.

on to Nagoya by rail. * •
.

. The Russian Government Is reported to * *

* * have replied to the protest of the Chinese It Is reported that General Zlllnsky.

The Russian hospital nurse, whoee Government with reference to the charge
|

Admiral Alexeleff's Chief of Staff, will

romantic adventure In walking from the that Russian soldiers wear Chinese
!
become Chief of the General Staff, suc-

Ruselan to the Japanese lines on the costume In Manchuria, and has promised ceedlng General Sakharoff, the present
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Minister for War, wbo was Chief of Staff I bera of Commerce and Shipping in Great

under Oeneral Ktiropatkln and whose
place has been only provisionally Sited by

Oeneral Proloff since

A Reuter's telegram dated

28th instant, reads :
—

the

Britain, says that although neutral

traders may trade even in contraband

goods with belligerents at their own risk,

they should also bear In mind that, ac-

cording to the law of Great Britain, by

chartering vessels to follow the Russian

Fleet with coal, British owners might

Lord >wne, British Secretary for render themselves liable to proceedings

Foreign Affairs, in a letter to the Cham- 1 under the Foreign Enlistment Act.

A later message is as follows :

—

The newspapers, while admitting the
Government difficulty in dealing with the
supply of coal owing to existing laws,
express their sympathy with the Japanese
in their irritation over the position.

A Berlin telegram of the 28th reads

The Supplementary Squadron of

Baltic Fleet has been sighted off Dover

Hmrsday. December Int.

"I APANESE artillery is now occupying a
J position on the hill near Port Arthur

designated the "203 metres elevation." and

It Is stated that the artillery posted there

easily commands the Russian squadron In

the harbour, which Is lieinn shelled. The
fort on the eminence Is still in the hand*

of the Russians, but this apparently doc*

not interfere with the Japanese taking

full advantage of the strategic position,

from which they have a clear view of the

stronghold.

" Situation remains unchanged " Is the

burden of Marshal Oyama's latest report

from the front. On the 27th ultimo a

decachment of Russians bombarded San-

taokangtze, and followed this by a night

attack, which was repulsed.

General Dessino, the Russian Military

Agent at Shanghai, Is reported to have re-

ceived the following on the evening of

the 27th ulUmo from the Russian Oeneral

Army Staff :
—

" Since the fighting In October last

the Russian and Japanese armies are con-

fronting each other on the Shaho, and
each side has constructed strong forts.

The Japanese advance guard is ex-

tremely vigilant, and every movement of

the Russians is followed by rlfie and

artillery fire from the enemy. The Japan-

ese are using dogs for scouting purposes.

In spite of the strict watch maintained by

the enemy, however, Russian scouts are

daily reconnoitring the position of the

Japanese advance. Our scouts not only

surprise the Japanese, but occasionally

capture their arms and ammunition and

have made captures of men. On the night

of the 22nd Instant (November), our

scouts captured seven Japanese on an

advance outpost east of the railway. The
Japanese, who attempted to attack our

advance post, were repulsed with heavy

loss, and one man was taken prisoner.

Our three scouting parties in co-operation

attacked three villages strongly defended

by the Japanese on the south of Erhtao-

drove the enemy back. The

left five dead and two wounded.

The villages were burnt down. During
the same night (22nd) the Japanese at-

tacked one of our detachments on the left

wing, but were repulsed. They left one
man

A SI. Petersburg correspondent makes
public a Russian official tribute to the

Japanese. He says the "General Staff

now regularly receives through the in-

termediary of the French Embassy in

St. Petersburg large numbers of carefully

fastened packets which are forwarded by

the Japanese military authorities. They
contain objects of value of all kinds, such

as Jewels, cigar cases, purses, watches,

gold crosses, and sums of money, some-

times even single rouble pieces, found

by the Japanese on the bodies of Russian

officers and soldiers buried by them after

battles. The receipt of the packets con-

stitutes an Irrefutable proof of the false-

ness of the statements which have found

credence here to the effect that the Japan-

ese despoil the d»ad and wounded on

the battlefield. The same scrupulous re-

gard Is shown In the hospitals and prisons

in which Russian prisoners In Japan are

confined."

A Press correspondent quotes a remark

able message from a correspondent who Is

at the front for one of the Paris papers.

The correspondent has had a conversation

with a Russian Colonel, who said that as

soon as the Russians have obtained a

great victory not a single officer would

protest against a Treaty of Peace by

which the ambitions of Japan would be

very largely satisfied. Some Russian

officers, and those not the least influential,

do not hesitate to declare that when the

Russian army has been victorious Russia

will not be able to do better than tn re-

store Manchuria to China and evacuate it

entirely. The present war Is the first

event by which the federation of the

yellow races is showing itself, and even

If Japan is beaten the war will have to be

begun over again. Russia has no interest

In remaining in Manchuria, which will

never bring her In anything, while its

occupation will necessitate enormous

and continual sacrifices, and the native

I population will always be hostile.

M. Naudeau, another French
dent with the Russian forces, represents

the foilowlng to be the unsophisticated

mind of the Russian soldier :
—" Why did

we begin this war if we wore not to come
out of it victorious ? Considering that we
possess such vast tracts of undeveloped
territory, why should we have sought to

conquer new territory already more
thickly populated than our own with
peop:c wbo detest us ? " M. Naudeau in-

quires what answer can be given. How
can a peasant from Poland or the Ural be

made to understand that it Is indispens-

able to have an open door on the Pacific ?

PORT ARTHUR.

THE ATTACK ON SUNSHU HILL.

The operations against Sunshu Hill

the adjacent forts proceed slowly. A dis-

patch received from the Commander of

the besieging forces on Tuesday night

says the counterscarps of the fort on

Sunshu Hill and other forts to the east

have been carried and are firmly held,

but the time for storming the forts has

not yet arrived. Operations with the

object of destroying the side defences are

now In progress.

The attack on the " 203 metre eleva-

tion" has also progressed favour-

ably. The Russian trench near the

summit was carried after repeated

charges, and is held by the Japanese, who
are now dealing with the main defences.

Although there is of course no descrip-

tive phraseology whatever in the official

dispatch, the slow but determined pro-

gress of the Japan, se against the Sunshu

fort speaks eloquently of the tremendous

difficulties that have to be overcome be-

fore each fort Is taken. The Sunshu for:

Is the one that wus first reported to have

been carried by the Japanese on Novem-
ber 23rd. The work cannot be done, as

seems to have been the popular belief

hitherto in Japan, in a series of brilliant

rushes, and this knowledge will doubtless

prepare the public for man
reports of operations, and perhaps

keen disappointments that will

be experienced before Port Arthur Is In

the hands of the Japanese.
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Friday, December 2nd.

rilUK Foreign Office has received a cable-

gram giving the following report of

General Kuropatkin, dated November
37th:—"According to Intelligence re-

ceived last night the offensive move of

the Japanese In the vicinity of Yusbln-

kecheng achieved nothing until 4 o'clock

yesterday afternoon, when the movement
was checked by our Are. Our troops have

continued fighting for three days, but they

are In the best of spirits. There are no

of fighting in

The Foreign Office has also received

news that General Kaulbars, Commander
of the Third Manchurian Army, left St.

Petersburg with his staff on the 28th ult..

and Is expected at Mukden on the Hth

General Desslno, the Russian Military

Agent at Shanghai, received a telegram

from the Russian headquarters at St.

Petersburg, dated November 29th, stating

that a portion of the Army Corps under

General Rennenkampf had checked the

vicinity of Dlnchescheng between the

:«b and 27th ult The Japanese, it Is

added, were repulsed In all directions with

heavy loss. The Russian casualties In

this action were about

and wounded.

A foreign correspondent with the

Japanese army sends the following de-

scription of the rival armies a week after

they had settled down In their present

positions :
—

" The great armies of Field Marshal

Oyama and General Kuropatkin still lie

taring one another, after a week practi-

cally devoid of action. The trenches

along tho entire line average only 500

yardB apart. Men are kept in the trenches

night and day exchanging shots. Neither

tide dares raise a head above the parapet.

It would be suicidal to do so. The artil-

lery searches the lines during the day and

»t night the Russians use searchlights.

The lines are so close that

"At night the pickets of both

creep out a few yards to give warn-

ing of a sadden attack and retire before

Is reaching

the breaking point, and a

be precipitated at night by a single man
losing his mind under the strain. The
casualties caused by the nightly artillery

attacks are small, but the moral effect

Is strong. The Russians, using search-

lights, sweep the plain between the

trenches at night. This is the first time
that they have been used in field opera-

tions in the present war.
" General Kuropatkin has been largely

reinforred since the battle of Llaoyang.

It Is believed that many new troops have
arrived from Europe. The Japanese are

bringing up new men and a move Is ex-

pected soon. The Japanese, despite the

hard fighting and nervous strain, are in

excellent physical condition. It Is be-

lieved that the next move will precipitate

the greatest battle of this war.
" Neither side proposes to move until It

Is ready for the struggle on which de-

pends the occupation of Mukden."

Several positions at Port Arthur have
already changed hands many times, as

the fortunes of battle vary. It is related

that In one village which had been taken
and retaken by the same men on both

sides, Captain Polkanoff. on being driven

out. one day. left a note In the hut where
he had passed the night, saying he would
like to know the name of tbc Japanese

officer who was in the habit of occupying

the hut in his absence. A little later Cap-
tain Polkanoff re-took the village, and,

going through his old quarters, found the

following note In perfect Russian :
—'* I

am Captain Yamada. I will be greatly

pleased to make Captain Poikanoff's

acquaintance." !

Mrs. Tanaka. wife of Lieutenant-Colonel

Tanalta. now at the front, has made a
gift of Yioo to Lieutenant-Colonel Kllgen-

berg. who is among the prisoners of war
at Matsuyama. During his residence in

St. Petersburg. Colonel Tanaka numbered
among his friends the Russian officer now
at Matsuyama. and Mrs. Tanaka has pre-

sented the money in memory of happier

days. Major-General Tamura. of the Gene-

ral Army Staff, has presented a case of

wine to Colonel MelchlnBky also at Matsu-

yama. the two officers having formerly

personally acquainted.

In reference to the recent speech of the
I Marquis of Landowne, the Brlliah Foreign

I

Secretary, In regard to the shipment of
coal, the coal merchants of Cardiff declare,

according to a London telegram, that

(

under present circumstances it is impos-
sible to atop the export of coal for ac-

count of either Russia or Japan. Coal
•old to Russia is generally shipped

]

through German merchants, its destina-

tion being kept secret. It is not stated

bow coal is shipped to Japan, but the
practice seems to be to ship to Hongkong
and re-ship from that port. The foregoing

declaration of the merchants Is a reply to

Lord Lansdownes statement, trans

by Reuter on Tin s lay, that

neutral traders may trade even in con-

traband goods with belligerents at their

own risk, they should also bear In mind
that, according to the law of Great Bri-

tain, by chartering vessels to follow the

Russian Fleet with coal, British

might render themselves liable to

ceedlngs under the Foreign

Act."
•

• •

A Berlin telegram of the 30th ultimo
states that a Russian torpedo-boat, some-

has arrived at i

PORT ARTHUR.

AN IMPORTANT ELEVATION
CARRIED.

The following bulletin was
by the War Office yesterday :—
"The investing army commenced to

storm the stronghold at daylight on
November 30th, and the assaults were re-

peated until 4 o'clock In the afternoon, but

without attaining the object on account

of stubborn resistance of the enemy. A
detachment advanced to the south-

side of the 203 metres elevatloi

a charge at about 5 o'clock in the after-

noon, pressing on to a point about 30

metres below the summit. By 7 o'clock

the detachment obtained reinforcement*

and stormed the Russian position, which

was carried. Another detachment ad-

vanced to the north-eastern side and

charged, the elevation being entirely

carried at 8 o'clock. The Russian dead

were lying in considerable numbers on

the eastern side of the elevation, but w«
have bad no time to take count."

Saturday, December 3rd.

rnilE value of the gain to the Japanese of

the hill 203 metres high, which was
captured recently, has evidently not been

cessful attempt has been made by the Rus-

sians to recover the position. A

report states that on the evening (30th

ult.) following the date the Japanese took

the hill, the Russians in large force

opened an attack on the position, making
several charges before daylight, hut this

being fully anticipated by the Japanese,

the Russians were repulsed with great

loss. Among the dead were numbers of

sailors from the war-ships.

A bulletin has been 'issued by the War
Office explaining the position In the <
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tlon of Kansho, about sixty miles east of

Mukden and north-west of Motlenllng.

It it stated that about 2 o'clock In tbe

Afternoon of November 28Ui a force of

Russian Infantry and cavalry advanced

to the eminence east of Sanchatxe. but

were driven away by the Japanese at

7 o'clock In the evening. On the

of the same day the Russian

cavalry with artillery advanced out to

Denkaroshl, but retreated on being tired

at by the Japanese. A small detachment

of Japanese Inflicted some loss on a body

of Russian infantry and cavalry to the

north of ShlDshl peak. The situation on

the banks of the Shaho remains un-

changed. At midnight on November 30th

a body of the Russian infantry appeared

at Machuan Hill, but they were repulsed

by the Japanese guard under the command

of non-commissioned officer*. A scouting

party sent in the direction of Llushangtun

encountered opposition, but accomplished

as planned.

PORT ARTHUR.

A Reuter s telegram dated the 30th

ultimo reads :—
Kear-Admiral Davles. one of the junior

officers holding flag rank in the U.S.

Navy, has been offered the appointment

of U.S. representative on the Interna-

tional Commission of Inquiry Into the

North Se

A message of the 1st Instant is as fol-

Rear-Admlral Davles has accopted the

appointment on the Commission of In-

Russla has suggested to the United

States that the Peace Conference proposed

by President Roosevelt be postponed until

of the present war.

THB P08ITION OF THE! ATTACK.

The Japanese Press attaches great Im- <

portance to the capture of tbe hill known
as the " 203 metres elevation." This hill

is described as the key to the Port Ar-

thur stronghold on the north-western side

it standa pre-eminent in the range, and
while It la exposed at the rear to the

Russian forts on Antzeshan, Itxeshan, and

Sl-Tayanku, It is covered by forts now
In the hands of the Japanese on Namako
yama, Hachimaklyama, and other hills.

Takushan to tbe east, which stands high

above other hills, la not more than 188

metres high, or about 564 feet. The dif

Acuities encountered by the Japanese in

attacking a hill such as the 203 metres

can be Imagined. The principal line of

defence at Port Arthur extends from
Peltou to Pelylng Hills on the east. In the

rear of the coast defences, to Sl-Tayanku

on the wrst. along the range of Bast

Klkwan, Wangtal, Nlryo, Sunshu. I tic.

and Antxe Hills. Auxiliary forts arc

constructed outside this principal chain,

and these comprise those on Takasakl-

yama, Namakoyama, and the 203 metres,

all fronting the Japanese right wing, and

the new forts on Takushan, fronting the

left wing. The 203 metres commands a

full view of the old and new cities of

Port Arthur and the harbour as far as tbe

entrance. This hill la situated midway
between Pigeon Bay and the forts north-

west Its summit commands the rear

and sides of the forts on Itze and Antze

Hills, and when the Japanese have com-

plete possession. It Is claimed that Pigeon

Bay will fall under their control, and It U
hoped that much of the Junk intercourse

that still goes on with Port Arthur via

this bay will be prevented.

The fact that the 203 metres hill Is

very Important to tbe defence Is borne

out by the nature of the fortifications

there. Everything that skill and science

could suggest was used In the construc-

tion of tbe defence works. It was on

September 19th that the first attack was
made on this outpost. Major-General

There was ter-

rible fighting for two dayB. On the 21st
Major-General Yamamoto sent reinforce-

ments, and tbe attack was renewed, but
unsuccessfully. The Japanese struggled
for three days and nights until the force
that remained was driven off by guns
posted on Laotl Hill. The failure of thU
attack, aays one report, seemed to convince
the Japanese that the fort was almost
impregnable, and In the third general
assault, commenced on October 26th, tbe
203 metres hill was not included In the
scheme of attack. In tbe third general
assault on Port Arthur it was found that
the counterscarps, side defences, and
caponnieres of the forts on Erblung,
Sunshu. and East Kelkwan Hills were
much stronger than had been Imagined,
and could not be carried In a general
assault of from three to Ave days. The
Japanese then came to the conclusion
that It was neces»ary to destroy the war-
ships or compel them to leave the har-

bour—a stroke which should not be de-

layed till the fall of the stronghold. It

was with the object of directing the gun*
against the war-ships that the Japanese
decided to obtain possession of the 203
metres hill at all costs, although this ob-

ject had before been abandoned. As
already reported, the hill has now been
captured, and the attack must have cost

the Japanese heavily Indeed. It is now
claimed to be no longer possible tor the
war-ships In the harbour to avoid the
Japanese fire.

The distance from the captured bill to

the new town of Port Arthur is about
three miles, and to the old town Ave
miles. All tbe forts and ships at Port
Arthur are declared to be now within

of the Japanese
i

STEAMER STRUCK BY MINE
NEAR PORT ARTHUR.

The steamer " Sumanoura-maru," owned
by Mr. Matsumoto Zenshlchl of Hyogo,
Is reported to have struck a mine a few

days ago between Yuentao and Chang-

Uetao, two Islands outside Port Arthur,

sustaining damage to the stern. The
was taken to Dalny in tow.

Sunday, December 4th.

IT Is officially reported that Lleutenant-

General Tsuchiya was wounded during

the recent general assault on Port Arthur.

The Russian steamer "Kanatan," which

was sunk by the Russians at the entrance

to the dock at Dalny, when they retreated

from the city,

brought to

The steamer is a small vessel of 500 tons,

and was formally a steam yacht used by

Viceroy Alexeleff.

The Japanese version of tbe news from
the front In the direction of Kansho is con-

tained in a bulletin Issued by the War
Office. It is to tbe effect that on Novem-
ber 25th a contingent of the Japanese army
attacked the Russians, who were taking

the position at Chuanrhaloutze. and drove

them away. It having, however, been

found that a large force of the Russians

were coming to the assistance of their

comrades, the Japanese took the position

in the vicinity of Machacheng. During

the forenoon of November 29th a body of

Russians with artillery appeared in the

direction of Sanchatze and Lluho, gra-

dually Increasing in force. By the after-

noon the force had Increased to three or

four battalions of Infantry with eight

guns, when the Japanese contingent

evaded Aghtlng and returned to the main
position.

A Reuter s message dated the 1st in-

stant Is as follows :
—

General Kuropatkln, In a report dated

the 30th ultimo, reports that the rear-
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guard of the Japanese army, retreating

from Tslnkchau (apparently east of

Mukden), was driven on the 29th from a

where it had halted. The Russian

In the fighting were slight.

The Japanese then retired to another

fortified pass a mile and a half further,

which was later captured by the Russians

but stubborn

A message of the following day reads :
—

The Supplementary Squadron of the

Baltic Fleet has arrived at Tangiers.

A still later message Is as follows :

—

Reuter's Perlm correspondent wires

.ml two small Russian

have passed the island,

steaming southwards.

THE SCENE OF THE SHAHO
BATrLE.

A war correspondent, presumably Mr.

Fraser. writing to the Timet early In

October, gives the following description

of the scene of the battle of the Shaho.

The Russians were of course south of the

The Sblh-ll-ho river Is a small stream

in a very narrow and deep bed, flowing

roughly from east to west, and

the Imperial Mandarin road 20

sooth by west of Mukden. About 13 to

14 miles south by west of Mukden the

Imperial road crosses the Sha-bo, or Sand
river, at the village of Sha-ho-pu. This

river, from a point a few hundred yards

west and for a long distance east of the

road, has cut a very wide and deep bed.

In some places 500 yards wide, and Is all

sand. The actual river is at this season a

mere stream which meanders from side to

side of the bed, and is nowhere Just now
more than 50 or 60 yards wide, and rarely

than 3ft. deep. This sandy bed, with a

ir, fresh water, has. doubt-

afforded shelter for the Russians'

it Ion. food, and forage. South of

the river there are a long series of sand
dunes stretching for some few miles

eastward of the Imperial road, and gener-

ally crowned with trees, which have

the sand to accumulate around
rhen blown from the river

bed by the northerly winter or dry season

gales. These sand dunes seem to have

been strongly held by the Russian centre,

with large reserves In the sandy river bed.

The Sha-bo west of the Imperial road

flows through a narrow and very deep
bed. with steep banks. There Is much
deep water and a treacherous mud bot-

tom. The railway made the westerly

detour in order to have a permanent river

channel, and one that would be narrow
to bridge. The bridge is of open work,

can only be used by trains. The

Japanese, in order to torn the Russian

right flank without bridging, would have
to make a detour far to the west. Sha-

ho-pu was once a small town on the north

bank, but was all eaten away during the

floods of 1888, and Its former site

forms part of the deep open sand

bed. To the south of the river, along a
gully winding from the south, is the pre-

sent little village, which consists of only

about 20 houses, mostly In yards, sur-

rounded by high mud walls. Eastward
of the village Is an old high sand dune,

covered with grass and trees, which

I, It would seem, a Russian fort. To
the south-east, some two miles distant,

there Is a low. solitary hill, which is prob-

ably the " One Tree Hill " referred to in

telegrams. Pal-ta-pu Is a large village,

with an old pagoda (white tower) and a
bridge. Three or four miles north of

Sha-ho-pu. this bridge Is important, a*
the Pal-ta-pu stream is In a deep mud

Its

THE N.Y.K. STEAMER
" SADO-MARU."

The extensive

vostok Squadron in June last having

been repaired, the vessel will make a
trial trip at Nagasaki on the 20th Instant.

Tuesday, December 6th.

rpHERE Is not much doubt that the Rus-

siaos will make determined efforts to

recover the 203 metres hill, which appears

to be the most prominent of all the hills

overlooking Port Arthur. A truce was

agreed upon on Friday between the belli-

gerents so that the killed and wounded

could be removed from the field. Al-

though the report does not say so, It la

probable that this fighting took place

round the 203 metres hill, because it was

evidently a close-quarters engagement and

one of a very sanguinary character. The

truce lasted for six hours, during which

time those who had fallen were taken to

the hospitals or buried.

Fighting Is becoming more general on

the banks of the Shaho—after a month's

rest. But there Is no indication yat that

any large forces are likely to be engaged

In the near future Marshal Oyama seems

to be on the defensive, for Russian de-

tachments are continuously attacking

points along the line, the object of which

Is not at presen

movements of

obscure.

Four small guns and five fish torpedoes

which were recently captured at Port Ar-

thur were landed at Moji on Sunday. The

guns gave a good deal of trouble to a

certain Japanese regiment, and their his-

tory has been affixed to them by the

soldiers.

DEFINITION OF CONTRABAND

IMPORTANT JUDGEMENT AT
HONGKONG.

snnHE* KAISHA V. OWNFR.S

A Reuter's telegram dated the 3rd In-

stant reads :—
The whole of Admiral Foelkersahm's

squadron has passed Perlm, making for

Aden.

The " Catarina," one of the three

yachts mentioned In a dispatch of the

25th ultimo as having passed through the

Canal southward, and whose mission

aroused a good deal of speculation, left

Massowah on the 30th ultimo.

The Xovoye Vremya again strongly

urges the Russian Government to dis-

patch a third squadron to the Far East,

because, it says, the mastery of the sea

i
Is necessary, and the Baltic Fleet Is too

j

weak In comparison with the forces by

which It will be opposed.

The Russian Press is agitating for the

opening of the Dardenelles to the Black

Sea Fleet, for which, the Novoye Vremya
contends, only the consent of the Porte

is necessary.

An important Judgement has

llvered In the Supreme Court, Hongkong,

by Sir H. Berkeley, Acting Chief Justice,

involving the definition of contraband.

The case was one In which the Osaka

Shoaen Kalsha proceeded against the

owners of the " Prometheus " for damages

for a breach of a charter in refusing to

carry provisions and timber, which the

which the charterers contended were not.

The Osaka Shosen Kaisha chartered the
" Prometheus " from Messrs. Sander,

Wielcr ft Co.. on behalf of the owners, for

six months. Before the charter expired,

a dispute arose which was submitted to

arbitration. The arbitrator, Mr. E. A.

Hewett, left three questions for the deci-

sion of the Court, and it was for this

decision that the parties brought the case

into the Supreme Court.

The questions were :
—

(1) Whether under the terms of the

Russian declaration the cargo Intended"
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for shipment from Yokohama and Kobe
to Kaenshlma. Okinawa, Kelung. Anplng,

Takao by the " Promethei

I ? If so, whether the

in this respect U
i neutral* or whether it I* ultra vires/

(2) Whether the line upon which the

Osaka Shosen Kalsba wished to employ

the " Prometheus " was a " privileged
"

line, and, if so. was it unlawful for

neutral ships to engage In such a trade ?

(3) Whether. In view of all the evl-

forward. the Osaka Shosen

to violate or alter the

terms of the charter party as a whole,

or purely with regard to Clause 37. by

instructing the Captain to load foodstuffs

and timber and proceed to the ports men-

tioned ?

Dealing with the first question,

the China AfnU. his Lordship

the expression contra-

band of war as used in the charter party

must be given its primary meaning at

the time of the signing of the charter,

and not any particular meaning, favour-

able to either of the parties In the light

of subsequent events. Ho could see

nothing to Justify the abolition of the

primary meaning of the words. Contra-

band of war was defined to be "that
which according to International Law
cannot be supplied to a hostile belligerent

excepting at the risk of seizure by the

opposing belligerent," and It seemed to

him to be a sound definition of the word,

if " risk " was understood to mean that

which is contemplated and re-

by the law of nations. Contra-

band of war, therefore, was that which
was so considered by the law of the

nations. Law of nations was that system

or rale respecting belligerents' and neu-

trals' rights established by the seven civi-

lised nations of the world. The meaning
of the term was well known among the

civilised nations of the world, for it li

found used In the Treaty of Paris without

a definition. The Inference from that

fact was that there was no definition

needed because the expression had a de-

finite meaning In the minds of the pleni-

potentiaries and Powers parties to that

Contraband of

divided into two classes : Absolute con-

traband, being everything useful for war

only : Conditional contraband, being

for warl

rere contraband

destined for a warlike purpose. Goods

which were useful for the purposes of

peace only were not contraband in any

way. Provisions and foodstuffs were con-

ditional contraband only when destined

for the use of the enemy. That was the

meaning which his Lordship believed to

be In the minds of the parties to the

contract when the contract was signed.

To construe the expression to mean any-

thing which Russia might declare contra-

band was to invest the charter with an

uncertainty which need not exist. The

contract was made in Hongkong and the

parties thereto must be taken to use the

expression according to the

stood by a British Court of law. It

not be contended that provisions would

be regarded as absolute contraband of

war by any British Court With the con-

tention that the fact that Russia had de-

clared provisions contraband excused the

ship from performing the charter his

Lordship did not agree. Under the

Treaty of Paris Russia had agreed not

to depart from the principles of that

Treaty and therefore was not allowed to

declare provisions absolute contraband,

and her decision in that respect could not

affect tne parties to the charter. Con-

sequently they could not be excused from

the non-performance of the charter party

on that ground. The cargo Intended to

be carried was not contraband of war

within the meaning of the charter party.

The Russian declaration was not binding

upon neutrals and consequently did not

bear any construction on the charter party.

In answer to the second question his

Lordship said that in his opinion the en-

gaging of the " Prometheus " by the Osaka

Shosen Kalsha upon the lnterport trade

of Japan was In ao

by anyone until the solicitors for

the owners raised the point before the

arbitrator. Even if the Rule of the War
of 1756 was In full force and effect it

would have no effect In the

To have the Rule of the War applicable

here the ports would have had to have
been closed before the war and opened by
the maritime supremacy of the

which had not been the case. It

found as a fact that foreign vessels under
special permits had been allowed to trade

at the ports mentioned before the war,

and the Osaka Shosen Kalsha had permia

Blon from the Japanese Government to

employ foreign vessels to non-treaty

porta. In his Lordship's opinion tradlns;

under a license of one belligerent and

the present case did not render the ship

liable to capture. His answer was that

the line was not a privileged one, and at

the time when the master refused to

toad provisions It was lawful for the ship

to engage In that trade.

In the third question It was contended

on behalf of the

might be the true meaning of the i

Ion contraband of war and whatever

might be the proper view to take of the

validity or otherwise of the Russian de-

claration, yet, as Russia had as a fact,

rightly or wrongly, declared provisions

unconditionally contraband, and as the
" Prometheus " would have been captured.

If met by a Russian vessel, and taken to

a Prixe Court, she was exempted from
fulfilling the charter by the existence of

Clause 1 of the charter party. It must
be conceded as a fact that where there

was risk of capture such risk would

amount to " restraint of princes," whether
such capture would or would not be law-

ful under International Law. But to

allow the owners of the " Prometheus "

to avail themselves of the benefit of that

exception the risk apprehended must
have been so direct as to render the

capture almost certain. In the present

case the master had no grounds whatever

for entertaining such apprehensions. His

Lordship did not believe that the master

entertained such belief ; the point was

taken for hlra after the case wm in the

arbitrator's hands.

"A special case must be submitted to

the arbitrator," concluded bis Lordship,

" who will be guided by the answers 1

to the .

Wednesday, December 1th.

A DISPATCH has been received at theA Imperial Headquarters to the effect

that at about 1 o'clock on the morning of

the 3rd Inst Japanese infantry drove away
a body of Russians taking a position at

Kuchatze on the left bank of the Shaho.
east of the railway. The Japanese occu-

pied this place, which had been strongly

defended by the Russian Infantry with
machine guns. In this action twelve

Japanese were wounded, and thirty Rus-
sians are reported as being killed or

wounded. On the evening of the same
day the Russians shelled Waltau Hill,

some distance east of Kuchatze, after
j

which two or three companies of Russian

infantry advanced to attack the hill, but

were repulsed.

Lleutenant-General Tsucblya, who was

wounded at Port Arthur, la reported to

have been struck in the head by a rifle

bullet during the assault on the East

Kelkwan Hill fort on the 26th ultimo.

The wound Is said to be very serious.

The Mainichi says that Ensign Nazoloff.

j
one of the prisoners of war at Matsu- I

yama, who recently showed symptoms

the 1st instant after a period of calmness.

The Ensign attempted to assault a nurse

girl, who, however, got away from him,
and then he kicked open the door of
the Japanese Surgeon's office, breaking

the door down. He next tried to assaul'

Lieutenant Berg, a fellow prisoner, who
Is lying In the sick ward. The Russian

officers reported the man to the Chief

Commissioner and Ensign Nazoloff has

been confined in a separate room, He is

very obedient to the Chief Commissioner
1 and Chief Surgeon, and the suspicion is
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now entertained that ha

feigning Insanity.

to the Chefoo Daily New* the

captured In the present war
recently arrived at Chefoo. She la Mlaa

Karroll, of the Raealan Red Cross. " It

was at Putlloff Mill." says the Chefoo

Journal. " that she was captured. At
Putlloff hill the Japanese suffered a
reverse, losing a battery of eighteen guns.

Miss Karroll was away on the lifeless

battle-field, after night fall, striving to

the wounded by their cries, when
I of Japanese made her a prisoner."

The nurse had a bullet wound In the arm,

and Is now under treatment at Chefoo.

This version of Miss Karroll's story is

quite different from that given by the

Japanese papers, which represented her

as having entered the Japanese lines and

given herself up with the probable object

of seeing her soldier lover who was a

prisoner In the Japanese camp.

A Reuter's message of the 6th Instant

Is as follows :
—

Reuter's correspondent at Perim states

that Admiral Foelkersahm's squadron is

coaling from colliers off Mushah Island,

Obok and Jibuti!.

The British Foreign

Saturday night Instructed the authorities

at Cardiff, under the Foreign Enllctment

Act, to prohibit the German steamer
" Captain W. Menzell " from coaling at

the port, the Government having received

proof that a previous cargo of coal

shipped by the vessel had been delivered

to the Baltic Fleet.

Four hundred tons had already been

taken on board when coaling operations

were stopped.

It Is understood that the Government Is

Investigating the ease.

A later message reads :
—

Coaling operations have been

lerman collier at Cardiff.

In this case is stated to be the

honorary Consul at Cardiff.

THE " PETERAN " AT 8A8EH0.

RELEASE OF CREW AND SEIZURE OF
CARGO.

The examination of the cargo of the

German steamer " Peteran " (late British

steamer "Thales"). which was recently

captured outside Port Arthur, was corn-

last, when the opinion

of the Procurator was sought with regard

to the validity of the capture. Yesterday,

says a dispatch to the asaai, the Pro-

curator declared the seizure of the

steamer and cargo to be lawful.

The crew of the "Peteran." including

the Captain and four other German officers

and twenty-four Chinese, were released

yesterday. The cargo consists of beef,

sheep skins, boots, medicine, raw cotton,

soap, and a quantity of provisions. There

was n

JAPAN AND TREATY POWERS'
NEUTRALITY.

QUESTION IN THE DIET.

In the House of Representatives on

Monday, Mr. Mochlzukl Kotaro filed an
interpellation In reference to diplomatic

affairs. He pointed out that some of the

Treaty Powers appeared to have acted

tbetr neutrality obligations In

with the voyage of the Baltic

Squadron now on Its way to the Far East,

and desired to know the particulars of the

action of such Powers and of the progress

of the protests made by the Japanese
Government as well as the future policy

of the Government in connection with

action of neutral Powers.

Thursday. December St/i.

JUDGING from the reports In

" column, the Japanese appear to

have made substantial progress In the

attack on Port Arthur since their occupa-

tion of the 203 metres hill, the most
prominent overlooking the harbour.

Several points held by the Russians

have been unable to withstand the

Japanese artillery posted

to retreat, while the war-shlue

in the harbour appear to be now no
longer secure against the besieger's fire.

That war-ships have been sunk or

seriously damaged Is a report we have

been well acquainted with unofficially

during the last few months, but there

sow seems to be no doubt that Japanese

bullets are finding undoubted billets sine*

tbe occupation of the high hill. The
officer in charge of the naval guns reports

definitely that the "Poltava" is sunk,

though not submerged, and the " Ret-

visan " seriously damaged, while the
" Bayan " is aground. Their navigability

Is said to be fatally Impaired, and

it may he concluded that the Japanese

have Inflicted a heavy blow upon the de-

fenders, as It was recently reported that

before the general bombardment of Port

Arthur could be resumed with any hope

of merest the Russian sea power would

to be destroyed.

sent the following picture of

of the 8haho. It shows whit

conditions prevailing in Manchuria after

war Is like when seen apart from its

glamour :—
" The cold Is already rendering the life

of the troops very trying As far as 30

versts (20 miles) south of Mukden the

country Is devastated. Fertile and for-

merly populous regions have been trans-

formed Into deserts. Uninterrupted lines

the roads, all of which present the

lamentable appearance. At each step

there are rags and dressings soaked In

blood. Moving parallel to the stream of

wounded are all the Inhabitants of the

country districts, who are fleeing from

the battlefields, coming to seek refuge

at Mukden. Women and children are

carried In vehicles, which convey at the

same time the few belongings which re-

main from their past prosperity. On the

one hand are soldiers groaning In their

death agony, while on tbe other are little

children perishing with cold. All the

doore. windows, and other wooden fitting*

have been taken from the huts, a large

number of which have been razed to the

ground, all that remains of them being

a heap of stones. Mukden Is full of

fugitives, and thousands of families who

have been deprived of all their posses-

sions are living In the streets."

The special of the

gives the losses sustained by the Rus-
sians from the 8th to the 20th October
(the battle of the Shabo) as officially

slated, as 95 officers killed. 401 wounded,
and 12 missing ; and 2.598 men killed.

17.067 wounded, and 3.043 missing ; In al!

508 officers and 22,408 men.

A Reuter's message of the Cth Instant

Is as follows :—
The Naval headquarters at St. Peters-

burg announces that supplementary In-

formation has been received from Admiral
Rohjestvensky, In command of tbe Baltic

Squadron, relative to the recent Incident

in the North Sea.

The Admiral states that the order to

" Cease fire " was signalled ten minutes

after the attack In order to prevent the

hindmost vessels of the Squadron hitting

their own ships.

The " Aurora " was struck by five pro-

jectiles, and as a result the Chaplain <>f

the ship and a petty officer were wounded.

The Chaplain died at Tangier from th*

Injuries received.

A later message reads :
—

The English papers regard the belau I

statement that has been received from

Admiral Rohjestvensky. which Is some-

what obscurely worded, as virtually ad-

mitting that the

by Google
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THE POSITION AT PORT
ARTHUR.

OFFICIAL DISPATCHES.

An official dispatch

3rd instant the Japanese natal guns
bombarded the Russian war-ship. In the
harbour, when it was observed that six

shots hit the " Pobleda," and eight shots

a ship which was apparently the

A further dispatch from the investing
army Is published by the
which reads as follows :—
"The enemy on the Akasaka-yama

could not stand against our fire descend-
ing from the 203 metres elevation and
left their position on the 6th instant the
hill being entirely occupied by us at

1 o'clock In the afternoon. An hour later

" Retvlsan." Other vessels were struck B h"' to the nortn °* JUiko was taken, and

sixteen times. On the 5th instant the naval

guns again fired at the war-ships, the
•' Pobleda •• being struck seven times and
the " Poltava " and " Retvlsan " eleven

times each. Shortly after 3 o'clock in the

afternoon, one of the Japanese shells

struck the powder magazine south of

Pelki bill, when a large volume of smoke
arose, followed by Are. which continued

to burn for over two hours. Further

damage was done to the war-ships, the
" Pcresvlet " being struck, and a war-ship,

apparently the " Poltava," emitted smoke
profusely for about an hour. The opera-

tions preparatory to the assault on the

forts east of Sunshu Hill are still in pro-

gress day and night. On the 4th Instant

the Investing forces captured two 36-mm.
machine guns in a caponniere of the

Nlryo Hill fort. According to a report

received on Tuesday afternoon, the heavy

artillery again bombarded the war-ships

that morning, the " Retvlsan " and
"Peresvlel" being struck.

about an hour later still the enemy posted
on a hill north of Sanlfohao was driven
away and the hill occupied. As a re-
sult of our bombardment of the war-ships
for the past few days, the " Poltava " lists

to starboard and Is submerged to the
upper deck, while the " Retvlsan " lists

to port, and the " Bayan " appears to be
stranded. About 4 o'clock on the after-

noon of the Gth Instant a commissioner
of the enemy advanced and proposed a
truce for five hours to collect the

killed. We at

When the Japanese official account of
the operations before Port Arthur was

I published recently, foreign correspondents
The following summary is publlsbsl by with the army besieging Port Arthur

the Imperial Headquarters of dispatches were for the first lime allowed to
received yesterday from the officer In

command of the naval guns assisting the

army in the attack on Port Arthur :—" I

visited the 203 metres elevation to-day

(6th) and observed that the battleship

Both were such as rather to make con-
fusion worse confounded respecting the
operations, and, Including the long official

account of the operations, were absolutely

'Poltava' was sunk and was fast ou said to be given by Chinese refugees
the ground, while the 'Retvlsan' was
seriously listing to port. I firmly believe

that the two ships are no longer capable

of fighting or being navigated, this ap-

parently being the result of yesterday's

bombardment. Since the 2nd Instant we
have been continually firing at the Rus-

sian war-ships to the south of Pelki Hill,

and observing the result from the

eminence In the vicinity of Sulshlylng

(the naval barracks). From this eminence

the view of the 'Pobleda.' ' Retvlsan,'

th* officers and men are now in better belt proper was a twelve-mlles

from coast to coast.

The Japanese position was a mile from
the advance Russian line, In the centre of
a range of bills called Fenghoan mouu-
tain. On their left fiank was broken, hilly
country east of Takushan. Their right
flank was over the crests of a range of
hills extending in a north-easterly direc-
tion from Port Arthur to Louisa Bay.
Between the Fenghoan mountain and the
Russian fortress was the triangular Shul-
shl valley, two miles wide, crossed by
dry water courses almost to the foot of
the fortified hill. The Russian advanced
lines passed through the centre of tbs
Shuishl valley. The fortified ridges on
the east and west of the city were In the
approximate shape of an obtuse angle,
with Its apex In the valley. The out-
skirts of the city were between the easx
and west fortified ridges.

Though the advance of the Japanese
centre over the valley was comparatively
easy, owing to the good cover afforded by
the water courses and waving crops of
Chinese corn, they were subjected to a
concentrated, converging Ore from the
forts on the east and west ridges. Before
the line of Investment was drawn close
about the fortress much closing was neces-
sary on the part of the Japanese flank*.
Two mountains, Taku and Shahku, close
to the eastern extremity of the fortified
ridges and essential to a close Investment,
were held by the Russians.
From the top of Taku, a precipitous hill

six hundred feet high, the Russians were
able to see the rear of the Japanese lines.
On the right flank were two powerful
advance forts, on hills respectively 174abroad lengthy descriptive dispatches, yards and 20^ yards high (the 203 metreswhich were of course censored. Hitherto hill). Three more strong advance works

about the only news respecting the opera- were situated on the lower peaks of the
ttons was to be obtained from meagre same range, extending In a north-westerly
official reports or the unreliable stories ' direction from the city towards

THE ATTACK ON THE
STRONGHOLD.

ACCOUNT OF OPERATIONS BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT.

THK "I.TS OK Mmtl A.ND

Bay. These works protected the Russian
left flank and prevented the Japanese
from pushing a force on Port Arthur,
through the valley, from the shores of
Pigeon Bay. as the works commanded the

destitute of those touches which go to gap in the Chair Hill forts from the west
make a descriptive report In con-
sequence of the rigid censorate news-
papers have had to be satisfied with what
Information could be obtained regarding
Port Arthur, and to publish stuff that
was not treated as It deserved simply be-
cause there was no better to be had.

coast. The advance works were well
structed and more difficult to tak<

some of the permanent forts.

It was decided to close In on the Japan-
ese left flank, first taking Taku and
Shahku hills. The former was rugged,
lsolatp.1 and had precipitous slopes on Its

and 'Panada' Is intercepted, only the i„ a special (censored) dispatch to the !
east and north-west sides. The advance

tops of the masts or funnels being visible. San Francilco chronicl,-. dated Port south was under the fire of the east forta
but the shots striking the ships could he Arthur. November 2nd. a correspondent

1 of Shahku mountain. A division was
observed, it was impossible, however, to with General Nogl's army sends a lengthy

account of operations from July to

September. The position of the bel-

ligerents is described as follows :—
When the Japanese drove the Russians

from their strong positions on the las:

see what ships were struck. The total

number of shells which struck the ships

up to this day are 34 on the ' Pobieda,' S3

on the Retvisan ' or ' Pallada,' 11 on the
• Poltava.' and 50 other shells were seen

to explode and emit smoke on striking

the ships. Yesterday seven shells struck

'he ' Pobleda.' eleven the ' Retvlsan ' or
' Pallada,' and eleven the ' Poltava

'

Besides, at about 3 o'clock In the after-

noon a violent explosion was caused by
a shell south of Pelki Hill. Probably the

is blown up. It has

out that

> than was

ordered to take the hills, and on August
7th the bombardment began before noon,
the divisional artillery being assisted by
three batteries of 4.7 naval guns and four
batteries of 3-lnch howitzers.

The Russians replied with field guns
range of hills In front of the fortress by 1 from Taku and with larger guns from the
a surprise attack. July 30th. the Russians east forts. The artillery on two hills was

j

retired to the forts, but they also strongly

I

held previously prepared advance lines to

:
prevent the Japanese from closing upon
the fortified ridges. This line of forts was
fourteen miles long, forming a seml-clrcle

from the east coast to four miles from
the west coast and circling five miles
north-west of Port Arthur.

silenced at 6 In the evening and the
Japanese Infantry advanced at 7 o'clock
In three columns, the right flank keeping
in touch with the left flank of the main
line in the Shuishl valley.

Heavy rain stopped the movements and
early darkness stopped the artillery fire.
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mountain, where they had previously

the Russians

a heavy rifle Ore from

thd crests of the bills and compelled the

Japanese attacking force to build trenches

for their protection from north to east,

close to the foot of the hill slopes.

One Japanese regiment took an esscn

tlal angle on the first ascent of the south

During the night a battalion of

added to the attacking force

on the south slope. The following day

rain continued. The Japanese on the

south slope were shelled In their trenches

from the east forts and were unable to

advance up the slippery slopes.

Russian torpedo gun-boats appeared off

the coast, near Salt Park village, and

bombarded a Japanese regiment on tht.

south slope so that It had to retire. The
fleet finally was compelled to retire under

the fire of the howitzer batteries. Then

a general bombardment commenced, and

all Are from Taku and Shahku mountain
regiment*

from the

north-wen section gained a foothold ou

the crests of Taku, and. after a desperate

hand-to-band encounter, compelled the

Russians to retire westward Into theli-

permanent forts. Four field guns were

aptu red.

The Japanese regiments then combined

lor a night attack on Shahku hill, but

were repulsed and compelled to spend the

tight In their trenches at the foot of the

hills. At four In the morning the attack

was renewed and the hills were captured.

The Russians left a hundred dead In

their abandoned positions. The Japanese

casualties were 1,400.

Though the Japanese were unable to

permanently occupy the captured bills,

they robbed the Russians of InvaluabU

observation points. These enabled the

investing line to be drawn from the coast

between the two hills and the eastern

5ort:fled ridges.

Attention was then turned to the Rus-

;lan left flank. Two Japanese brigades

were ordered to advance. They started

is the night, a line two miles in length.

At 2 In the morning a heavy rain Impeded

their progress, but they reached the Rus-

sian entanglements under heavy fire. A
quarter-Inch steel wire compelled the

pioneers to cut the poles to open the way.

The position was completed at 4 o'clock

In the morning of August 14th. the Rus-

sian counter attack being repulsed. A
ntavy Japanese bombardment of the Rus-

tUj advance works, on a low hill north

of 174 metres hill, finally compelled the

Are to slacken. A night attack was made
on the Russian advance works. The
Japanese reached the outer entanglement*

but were then repulsed. Starlight shells

located the Japanese lines, on which

searchlights were thrown, after which the

Russian machlno guns played havoc all

night with the Japanese troops in the

trenches on the hill side. Finally a con-

centrated Ore from Eitzeahan and the

advance force compelled the Japanese to

cease operations.

It was announced at the Japanese head-

on August 17th that the siege

would be in position and ready to

begin a bombardment on the 20th. Tb"s

headquarters on the 18th were at the

village of Swang Tal Row, close to the

railroad and thirteen miles north of Port

Arthur. The correspondent, upon his

arrival there, was welcomed by General

Nogl, who said he was Juat In time to see

the conclusion of a successful campaign

of Port Arthur. The cor-

to the front the morning

of the 19th and saw the positions from

the highest peak, Fenghoan mountain, at

a range of five miles from Port Arthur

and two miles west of the railroad.

It was evident that a general attack

had been planned. The railroad to Port

Dalny was taxed to Its capacity in bring-

ing troops, siege guns, ammunition and

supplies to the front, and the roads were

crowded with marching troops and trans-

ports. Great activity prevailed every-

where in the Japanese lines.

A good view of the operations could be

obtained on the right front of Port Arthur.

Cradled among the hills, only the outskirts

were visible, backed by the beetling brow

of the Tiger's Tall peninsula. Further

south, to the right, towered the Jagged

ridge of the Liaotlshan (mountains).

In the foreground and further west

were the Chair hills, their peculiar out-

lines clearly defined. Sweeping round

further to the right was peak on peak of

a lofty range of hills extending from Port

Arthur to the shores of Louisa Bay. The
highest peak.- were respectively 174 and

203 metres high. The hills were crowned

with advance forts.

In the nearer distances was the Shuishi

valley with Its great waving Chinese corn,

forming level ground dividing the posi-

tions of the Japanese left flank, right and

centre. Through the eastern section of

the valley the railroad runs into the city.

Directly in front across the Shulshl valley

the eastern fortified ridges extend from

the outskirts of Port Arthur to the coast.

Four miles to east of the city, on a

ridge of Nlryo mountain, were two forts,

the first a strong redoubt In the valley

were three forts ; on Kelkwan mountain

there were three forts ; on Nakojin and

Laollrhul mountains there were fortifica-

tions and on the foothills were two forts.

Besides this there was the Panlung fort.

In the direction of the advance forts and

other forts on neighbouring hills.

West of Sunahu, guarding the western

confines of the city, were the Taiyangkow

group of forts, with four new and power-

ful forts on the foothills of the Liaotlshan.

The Russian advance line of forts was

In the form of a semi-circle from the east

coast, near Takushan. along the base of

the eastern fortified ridges, across the

apex of the Shulshl valley, where there

were strong redoubts, protected by

trencheB. Then, In a north-westerly direc-

tion, skirting the advance forts on a fur-

ther ridge near the coast, was Golden hill

and other seaward forts In the valley

between the two ridges lies Port Arthur.

Filling the narrow apex of the Shuishi

valley stood Peiyushan fort, upon a hill

which shuts out a view of the city. The
fort belt west of the city starts from Port

Arthur, with the powerfuJ Sunshu forts

running in a north-westerly direction to

the Chair hill group, and beyond wer* the

ortlfled ridges and the sea coast

of Loulaa Bay.

The left flank of the Japanese position

rested on the coast near Takushan. It

extended In the form of a semi-circle on

the north aide of the Shulshl valley, over

a crest of hills. The right flank was at

Louisa Bay. The siege train and captured

batteries occupied masked positions

among the hills in semi-circles on the

right and left flanks. The reserve In-

fantry was massed In the foothills on the

further side of the range of mountain-*.

Along the front of the Japanese base was

a large system of well-constructed

trenches from coast to coast, manned by

Infantry, while the main bodies of the

Japanese troops were concealed behind

spurs and passes throughout the ranges.

It was marvellous how the Japanese army

was concealed from view, even from the

centre of the Japanese position.

The wet weather had fermented the

rice and produced much berl-berl among
the Japanese troops. The number of

cases from June to September was nearly

16.000. During the colder weather of

October there were practically no cases

of berl-berl.

During the morning of the 19th the

siege guns opened a desultory fire to And

the ranges, and an entire division of In-

fantry advanced and assaulted the Rus-

sian redoubts at the foot of Nlryo Hill.

The troops captured the trenches In front

of the redoubts. The operations began in

earnest at daybreak on the 20th with a

bombardment of the whole line of Rus-

sian forts. Battery after battery of

Japanese artillery was unmasked, the

apparently being unable to

for they replied

cally. Under cover of the

the Japanese Infantry made a determined

general advance against the Russians'

first trenches, along the railroad Into

the centre of the Shuishi valley and also

on the lines in the valley between the

east and west of Sbulsbl village.

Six hundred yards south of the village

the way Into the city was protected by

four advance half-moon forts In the form

of a hollow square, open at the rear and

connected by bomb-proof trenches anJ

having a twenty-foot moat In front. A
desperate attempt was made by the Japan-

ese during the afternoon to capture the

half-moon fort. The Infantry

cut the entanglements,

the moat with scaling ladders,

the fort and drove the Russians back.

But the real strength of the Russian posi-

tion lay In the bomb-proof trenches, ex-

tending south of the other half-moon

forts. They were filled with troops and

concealed machine guns, which poured a

deadly hail of bullets Into the Japanese

and forced them to retire. At about th.'

same time the Russians recaptured the

trenches in front of the redoubt in ad-

vance of the Nlryo fort.

On the right flank the Russian line was

forced back. One Japanese regiment

worked up the east slope and another re-

giment made its way up the west slop>

of 174 metre hill under the concentrated

fire of th« Russian artillery and capture.!
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the fort at the point of the bayonet at

noon. The fort and hill were strongly

supported by bomb-proof trenches, loop-

holed and with sand-bag walls, and were

armed with two four-Inch guns besides

other guns. The Japanese captured five

Held guns and four machine guns. Their

casualties were 1,400. Three hundred and

fifty Russian dead were left In the posi-

tion.

At daylight all the Japanese batteries

of the centre division concentrated their

fire on the Banjusan and Keikwan torts,

but despite the artillery support the

were driven out of the

fort by an attack of a

body of Russians from the Chinese wail.

The assault threatened to result In an

utter failure to secure a foothold on the

fortified ridge, and General Nogi sum-

moned the Generals of the left and centre

divisions to consult with him concerning

the operations.

During his absence, at 11 o'clock in the

morning, without special orders, several

companies of a regiment of the centre

division emerged from their trencher ai

the foot of the East Banjusan or Ej.'

Pan hi ii k fort, and In tens and twenties

charged up the slope to the broken wall

of the trench around the crest of the forti-

fied hill and under cover of a splendid

shrapnel practice from their field batte-

ries In the valley. The Russians behind

the wall in the fort poured out a hall of

rifle bullets and the machine and quick-

firing guns belched forth on the Intrepid

Japanese. Twice the latter were forced

back until the slope was covered with

s. but a third attempt was made and

of Japanese reached the broken

wall.

Tb« terrible fire of the Rumians. how-

ever, started their retirement. Suddenly

a Japanese officer, regardless of the

danger, stood up, called out an order,

planted his regimental flag on the wall,

and was immediately riddled with Rus-

sian bullets. The effect on the Japanese

of this sacrifice was Instantaneous. The re

treating Infantry stopped in their tracks,

hesitated, and then charged back, fought

like demons, jumped over the wall,

charged the Russians with bayonets ami
forced many of them up the glacis, over

the ramparts and into the fort. The fact

thai they had reached the corner wall on
the dead ground enabled the Japanese to

hold on. though the entire Russian lire

was concentrated on that point for six

hours.

The Japanese were reinforced from time

to time by rushes made by their comrades
up the death way from the trenches, and
they stubbornly held the corner wall anil

a small section of the Russian trenches

till 5 o'clock, when two companies of

another regiment worked through the

trenches and attacked the West Banjusan

fort, the magazine of which was blown
up by a shell a short time before. Taking
advantage of a diversion of the Russian

Ore. the Japanese attacked the first fort,

forced the Russians back, captured th»

fort at the point of the bayonet, and pur

the Russians along the connecting

to the Chinese wall. The West
fort was captured at 7 o'clock.

after a slight

lng unable to occupy it. as the

was blown up, but they held the trench

line around the crest. The reckless

courage of the Japanese infantry was

wonderfully demonstrated In the capture

of the two Banjusan forts. They seemed

to court rather than fear death.

The dawn of the 23rd developed a

peculiar position. The assault of the

previous afternoon had resulted in pierc-

ing the Russian fortified ridge east of

Port Arthur In the form of a
wedge, while the entire line east

and west was still atrongly held.

The concentration of the Japanese re-

serves In the Shuishl valley In front of the

captured forts showed that It was the

evident intention of the Japanese to use

their foothold on the fortified ridge to

segregate the eastern forts and carry th<?

whole ridge by assault. At daylight the

Russians concentrated their shrapnel Are

on the captured forts and the Japanese

south of Keikwan were ejected from their

positions. The Banjusan forts were sub-

jected to an awful Ore, but the

in possession of them continued

bomb-proof trenches on the hills. There

was a fierce bombardment.

There was tremendous activity, the rear

lines sending forward ammunition. The

news came that a general assault

the whole line would take

midnight and 3 in the morning. For

hours after the ominous darkness and

silence was broken by an occasional shell

from the Japanese batteries, while the

Russians burst many starlights over

Shuishl village, where they made a feint

to sortie Immediately after a furious

fusillade in the rear of the captured foru.

Here the Russians, anticipating an a.>

sault, made a strong counter-attack. The
Jap incse ad\ ancu lines wars Aril D I ran

the forts and were furiously attacked by

large bodies of Russians, who also worked

down on either side of the captured Ban
Jusan forts to the valley In an attempt

to cut off the retreat of the Japanese

from two forts. The Russian move was

cleverly planned, and the artillery com-

manders were well informed, for they

opened fire with shrapnel on the advance

of the Japanese supports across the valley,

using starlight and searchlight with good

effect In the counterattack on the Japan

The left division from the trenches in

front of the Keikwan forts charged the

fortified hills. Part of the advance had

gained the crests and shouted " Banzai,"

when their triumph was cut short. Sud-

denly two powerful searchlights of the

east forts lighted up the Japanese lines

and Russian rifles and machine guns

poured a deadly hall Into the clearly

visible ranks of the attacking troops. De-

spite the awful process of annihilation

the Japanese stubbornly held the posi-

tion and their guns quickly located am!

quieted the Russian quick-firers. The
Japanese were finally forced down the

slopes io the trenches below. On the

west flank the searchlights of Etze an I

Talyankow forts played along the Japan

ese trenches, flreventing the movement
of troops. The Japanese artillerymen

their Are on the •earchllghti.

blanketing the lights.

Suddenly the light of Else fort dis-

appeared and the light of Talyankow fort
followed. The Japanese Infantry on '.bo

right flank advanced on the trenches close
to the Russian lines, when the Etze light
was flashed In the faces of the advancing
troops, and Russian machlne guns, pre-
viously well placed, swept their fira
along the lines, while the rifles blared
with continual rattle. As the Japanese
machine guns came into action they wjre
located by the Russian starlights and
made more distinctly visible by ;he
searchlights, but they silenced the Ru»-
sian quick-firers.

In the meantime the fight was the fiercest
In the centre of the Shuishl valley
The Japanese captured the Banjusan
forts, outflanking the Russian forces a.id
slowly forcing their lines back to the foot
of the rortlfled hills. The Japanese, sell
supported, rushed forward furiously and
engaged the Russians, who had gained
the valley, in an attempt to outflank the
forts. Though the Japanese plan of at-
tack was destroyed by the Russian coun-
ter-attack, the Japanese fought wRi|
splendid determination. Slowly the Rus-
sians wore driven back up the slopes,
fighting desperately with rifles. The Rus-
sian machine guns were used with great
effect when the Japanese lines we.-a
lighted up by the searchlights, while the
fort guns pounded the valley.

The Japanese artillery was unable to
fire at this point as the Japanese force*
were mixed. Tho successful working of
the Russian starlights and searchlights
were utterly unexpected and bewildering.
They never failed to locate the Japanese
lines, which offered splendid marks for
the Russian rifles and machine guns, and
rendered the Japanese machine guns of
little use. as they were located and
silenced by quick-firers before they could
do any execution. The Russians along
the whole line fought In the blackest
darkness, and the Japanese with the most
dazzling light in their faces. The rattlo

of musketry and the thundering of the
Russian guns, the purring of tho macbin j

guns, the bursting of starlights and the
flashing of searchlights along the whole
lino was a wonderfully impressive si0'n;.

Tho fight lasted continuously for six
hours, till dawn, when the outflanktrs

were forced back over the captured
fortified bills, followed by the Japanese,
who, despite the fire of the forts, captured
las forts and Joined their force from the
valley. As the Russian outflankcrs wora
driven In, Keikwan fort fired. Th*
previous day, under cover of a
tremendous bombardment, the Eastern
fortified ridge and later the East Banju-
san fort was set on fire by Japanese shells

and burned all day. The Japanese fleet

appeared In the offing and engaged liio

Russian seaward forts. There was a
furious artillery duel during the night,

and the centre division again assaulted

East Banjusan fort, but was unsuccessful.

The scene during the night, the bursting

of starlight shells, the flashing of four

powerful searchlights from the Eastern

Golden Hill fort and Chair Hill fort, the
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roar of the big guns and the rattling of

musketry presented another weird and

wonderful sight.

Before dawn on the 22nd the centro

division made a third attempt to capture

the higher fortified ridge of Ash hill,

the new Banjusan fort on the higher

ridge and the rear forts. The Banjusan

forts were stormed and captured, the

Japanese pursuing the Russians who had

defended them. Two hundred Japanese

officers and men were killed. They all

belonged to a regiment of the centre divi-

sion, which reached a neck between the

double peaks of Wantal. The Japanese

captured a fort, where they entrencheJ

themseives and remained under an awful

concentration of shell fire from the other

forts. With daylight the Japanese

artillery started a terrific bombardment.

Every gun from the Japanese left to the

centre concentrated its fire on the Mil
ern end of the fortified ridge, quieting

the Russian forts' guns. As the bombard

ment went on it Increased in volume u
the guns from the centre and west joined

in it and swept the ridge. The storm

of bursting shells lasted for half-an-hour.

dnring which time the awful con-

centrated fire swept the ridge from enl

to end. Over 400 guns roared In rapid

weeesaion. until the entire ridge was
enveloped in a cloud of smoke. For a

time every Russian fort was silenced.

When the smoke cleared away It was
seen that the left division had advanced

through the captured forts. One regi-

ment attacked the East Keikwan fort,

bat was repulsed. Another regiment ad-

vanced up the north-east slopes of W antal

hill in an effort to effect a Junction with

the regiment which held the nock between

the two hills. The capture of Wantai
hill meant the dividing of the eastern

fortified ridge. A centre supporting re-

giment was unable to scale the heights

md was forced to entrench at the foot-

During the night of the 24th the ranks

of the Japanese were so decimated by the

furious shrapnel Are of the Russians that

they were forced to retire to the valley

below the captured forts, and what might

Siave been a successful general assault

with the capture of the fortified ridge

east of Port Arthur was converted by the

Russian tactics Into a repulse, redeemed

la part by the wonderful fighting Quali-

ties of the Japanese infantry and their

refusal to accept what seemed to be the

inevitable. They fought with splendid

wnestness and tenacity, though they fell

If hundreds through the terrific effective-

new of the searchlights. The Japanese

casualties from the 19th to the 24th were

U.000. The centre division alone lost

the immediate fall of Port

Arthur, which great achievement would
release the besieging army, which for

months had been sapping the strength of

the positions. The ability of General

Stoessel and the determined spirit of the

Russians had been under-estimated and
the experiment was never repeated. As

with the Russians at Plevna, with spirits

dashed by repulse and heavy losses, the

Japanese army settled down to sapping

and making parallels.

For two weeks the Russians were un-

ceasing in their efforts to recapture th?

Banjusan forts. They bombarded

and assaulted by day the bomb-proofs

and trenches which the Japanese repaired

by night, Despite artillery fire and In-

fantry sorties, the Japanese held the fort.

There were 500 men and four machine

guns In each fort. The field guns which

were first mounted In the forts were re

moved. Though the Japanese resorted to

unoccupied decoy trenches and bomb-

proofs, the dally loss was 100 In each fort

until September 8th, when the Russians

ceased their continuous efforts to recap

ture the forts.

During the operations from August

25th to September 18th the Russians

sortled and attacked working parties

almost every night, while guns bombarded

by day. As the Japanese trench line

neared the entanglements on the fort bllU

the sorties became more frequent and de-

termined. Quarter was neither asked

nor given ; the fiercest antagonism wast

displayed, and even stretcher bearers were

killed. The cause of this war that the

Russian alleged that their forts were

bombarded while a messenger under a

white flag was delivering the Emperor'a

message on August 16th. The feeling

was augmented, and later no flags were

recognised.

The pioneers suffered heavy casualties

In cutting entanglements. After the

failure of the regulation device for re-

moving wires the pioneers were sent to

attach ropes to posts to which entangle-

ments were attached, and troops in the

trenches pulled upon the ropes, dragging

posts and wires away. This worked

satisfactorily until the enemy began the

use of bracing wires.

The pioneers then advanced and fell

as though killed close to the entangle-

Only six officers and 200 men of this re-

giment were left after the fight.

The retention of the Banjusan forts

save the Japanese a foothold on the forti-

fied ridge as a result of six days of gene-

ral assault. Heavy casualties marked

this hazardous attempt to take a strong

fortress by assault after a few days' In-

vestment. General Nogl was aware that

bis army was needed In the North and

ihe troops, flushed with previous victo-

ries, were anxious to make the

observed, they could

backs under the wires, which they cut

with long shears. As a result of this ex-

pedient the Russians made certain tha'

all were dead who fell near the entangle-

ments.

The latest expedient was a steel shield

covering the face and body, sus;

from the shoulders of the

behind which the cutters

Dynamite bombs are used by the Russians

against the Japanese trenches and ad-

vance works. For assaulting forts, where

It was Impossible to UBe bombs, wooden

mortars were made, bound with bamboo.

These are carried by the soldiers. anO

with them bombs were thrown fifty to

100 yards. These were the most effective

of the many devices tried by

In order to recover the

volunteers crawled from the trenches at

night and worked along on their sto-

machs, pulling the wounded slowly to

cover by the heels. Many of the wounded
were not recovered. There were plenty

of volunteers for the desperate service of

cutting entanglements and recovering the

wounded. Acts of bravery were innumer-

able.

The Russians apparently bad an Inex-

haustible supply of heavy ammunition.

Hundreds of ten and twelve-Inch shells

were hurled at Japanese batteries when

they were located, with serious effect.

The heaviest Japanese guns were 4 2

naval and 6-inch naval guns. At the end

of August some heavier howitzers arrived

and were mounted on concrete. They
were found to be wonderfully effective.

It was wonderful to see how 17-ton guns
were moved miles over bad roads.

It was announced from heaquarters

that the siege operations would be

finished with a general assault on Sep-

tember 19th upon the Namaokayama
ridge, the 203 metre hill, that of the

Moon forts of the Shulshl valley, and the

redoubt at the foot of Nlryo hill. The
bombardment was started at dawn. The
Russians failed to reply till the afternoon,

which delayed the attacks until 5 o'clock

In the evening. Three battalions of the

centre division advanced from the paral-

lels and attacked a redoubt at the foot

of Ntryo, which the Japanese twice before

had tried to capture. The works were

strongly built and surrounded by a ditch,

perpendicular walls and breastworks.

There was also a steep distance to the

top of the parapets, and at the bottom

was a ditch twenty-five feet deep. Tha
Interior of the redoubt was faced with

heavy timbers, the trenches around were

bomb-proof and there were heavily con-

structed blockhouses loopholed for in

fantry and machine guns. From the rear

of the redoubt three lines of trenches ex-

tended to Nlryo fort.

north-east corner and simultaneously a
Japanese battalion attacked the east line

of trenches. The Japanese were met by

a tremendous fusillade from rifles and

machine guns and were forced to retire

to their trenches, but at 4 o'clock In the

morning the main attack was made and

the Japanese succeeded In capturing the

snterlng It through a breach

by the artillery. A fierce hand-to-

hand encounter Inside the redoubt fol-

lowed, during which nltrade and hand

grenades were used to destroy the block-

houses, whose defenders stood their

ground until their last man was bayo-

neted. The Russian trenches were cap-

tured and occupied by the Japanese, but

the redoubt was destroyed with explo-

four companies. The Japanese casualties

were over 1.000. The Russians left only

a few dead In their positions. A torpedo

tube and a number of fish torpedoes were

found In the redoubt.

On the evening of the 14th a regiment

or the right division attacked the half

moon forts In the Shulshl valley from

parallels fifty yards distant.
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constructed In the form of * hollow

square, open In the rear and extending

across the apex of the valley from the

foot of NIryo to the foot of the Antie

forts. At each corner of the square was
a half moon fort, with bomb-proof con-

necting trenchea on three sides. On the

aouthern front the half moon forts and

trenches were protected by a moat simi-

lar to the one In front of the NIryo re-

doubt.

The first assault of the Japanese was

made before dark. A battalion and a

half advanced against the strongest west

half moon fort and two companies moved
against the east fort. Both attacks were

repulsed. Twice again during the night

the Japanese made unsuccessful assaults

upon these forts. Early on the morning

of the 20th the whole force was con-

centrated In a furious assault on the west

half moon fort. The moat was crossed

with scaling ladders and dynamite and

hand grenades were used to destroy the

Russian entrenchments and bomb-proof

walls. The fighting, which lasted twenty

minutes, was carried on at the point of

the bayonet. Finally the Russians were

driven through the connecting trenchea

and the other half moon forta were all

captured after slight resistance. The
casualties were 400. The four

half moon forta and the connecting

trenches were held by a thousand Rus-

The attacks on 203 metre hill

In terrible slaughter of

After several failures at 11 o'clock on the

morning of the 20th. a small party of the

Second Regiment charged forward to

gain the foot of the west slope. The
Russian batteries were evidently waiting

for the Japanese, as a most wonderful

shrapnel Are was opened on them. Every

to fall. Although at the rifle

the firing of shrapnel continued

for twenty minutes, until all the Japanese

were mowed down. The artillery duel

continued until 5.30 until a regiment, car-

rying Its flags, advanced up the slope of

Haokayama to the dead ground, which a

single company had gained the previous

night. The Russians retired to their first

line of trenches durtng the night, and

several lines of Japanese were extended

along the slope, under cover of the ridge.

They carried the ridge line on the crest

or the hill.

The rush of the Japanese was a

splendid spectacle, ending with a bayonet

encounter with the Russians on the full

skyline. Stones, bayonets, swords and

hand grenades were used by both sides.

The

the Japanese had carried the east half of

the ridge the Russians retired to the west.

Before darkness the Japanese were In

possession of the whole ridge, which they

retained despite an awful shrapnel Ore

from Chair Hill. Tigers Tall and Llaotl

forta.

At 10 o'clock In the evening the Third

Regiment advanced on the south-west

slope of the advance fort on Nahaoka-

yama. A small party gained the fort on

the crest, but was driven out the next

day. Four assaults were made by the

Japanese daring the next two days, but

they were all repulsed. The Third Regi-

ment was finally compelled to retire from

the trenches at the foot of the hill by a

concentrated shrapnel fire from the valley

below. The unsuccessful attempt to

capture the advance fort resulted in two

thousand Japanese casualties. A hundred

and eighty Russian dead were found at

Nahaokayama, which was covered by a

network of trenches and bomb-proofs pro

tected by a steel plate covered with earth

walls and surrounded by loopholes and

sandbags.

The corners of the forts were strength-

ened by steel plates and there were

triple rows of wire entanglements on the

hill slopes. The Russian defending force

estimated to number 1,000 men.

Friday, December 9tM.

CiROM the several dispatches received
r yesterday It is clear that the squadron
that has been sheltered In Port Arthur
harbour for so long 1b now fully exposed
to the concentrated fire of the largest

guns of the Japanese artillery. The war-

ships are helpless, and are simply targets

for the gunners on Metre Hill, and It

seems they are rot in a position even to

reply, their heavy armament having been

removed to the forts. The reports in

another column detail the vessels that are

struck, some being In a sinking condition,

and ft appears inevitable that In a few
days the only vessels that will be

navigable of the once fine squadron will

be a few destroyers. It does not follow

that Port Arthur's end is to be brought

Immediately nearer by the destruction of

the war-ships, but what might have

been a powerful ally to the Baltic Fleet

Is being gradually put out of action.

From the events of the past few days, it

seems clear that the possession of the

203-metre hill has been the most decided

advantage gained by the Japanese since

the commencement of the assault. This

hill to the west, isolated from the Russian

forts, by its greater height over all others

surronnding Port Arthur is rendered less

vulnerable to attack, and Is a deadly place

for a battery. It Is simply a matter of

time for the whole of the shipping at

Port Arthur to be destroyed, providing the

Russians are not successful in recovering

their former position, which does sot at

present appear probable.

A Liondon telegram of the 7th Instant

states that the British Government has

It Is Impossible under any circumstances

that the passage through the Dardanelles

of the Black Sea Squadron can bo allowed.

A telegram from Hongkong dated the

8th Instant reads :-
A private telegram received here to-day

ordering certain arrangements to be

made discloses the fact that the Im-

mediate objective of the Baltic Fleet is

Formosa.

•

A Renter's dispatch dated London, the

7th instant. Is as follows :
—

The cruisers " Oleg " and " Izumrud,"
forming the vanguard of Admiral Bobro-
vosky's Supplementary Squadron of the

Baltic Fleet, has left Tangier, proceeding

in the direction of Sues.

These vessels are accompanied by the

cruiser " Rlon." formerly the Volunteer

Fleet steamer "Smolensk." and two

torpedo destroyers.

A later message reads :
—

The rest of the vessels of Admiral Bobro-

vosky's Squadron, consisting of the

cruiser " Dnieper." formerly the Volun-

teer Fleet steamer " Petersburg." and two
torpedo-destroyers, with transports, have

left Tangier eastwards.

PORT ARTHUR.

RUSSIAN WAR-SHIPS DESTROYED.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS.

The officer In command of the naval

guns now doing effective work against

Port Arthur again reported on Wednes-

day concerning the damage to the Russian

battleships. He says according to obser-

vations made on Wednesday afternoon, he

was enabled to confirm the fact that the
" Poltava " is sunk, while the " Retvisan "

appears to have gone down on a level

keel, the water being up to her stern

decks. " As the result of to-day's bom-

bardment," the officer reports, " the
' Pobleda ' has suffered heavily, and lists

to starboard so much that her red paint

is seen on the port side."

A dispatch from General Nogi states

that the bombardment of the Russian
war-ships with the heavy artillery had
had very satisfactory results. The
" Pallada," " Peresvlet," and "Pobleda"
hare each been struck with many shells.

The " Peresviet " caught fire at 3.18

o'clock on Wednesday afternoon and the
" Pobleda " listed to starboard.

The following dispatch from the officer

In command of the naval guns was pub-
lished yesterday by the Imperial Head-
quarters at Tokyo :

—
" I have juBt received a report from the

observatory to the effect that th"?

' Peresvlet ' Is submerged up to her stern
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quarter and her middle funnel Is damaged;

the * Poltava ' Is sunk up to the line of her

quarter-deck ; the ' Retvlsan ' has a Hat

to starboard, and Is submerged to her

quarter-deck ; and the 1 Pobleda ' la In

like case. The damage of the ' Pallada

'

cannot be ascertained as she Is lying be-

tween the ' Retvlsan ' and the ' Amur

'

(torpedo etore-boat). She appears to

tiave sunk slightly. The 'Bayan' is on Are

forward. The ' Sevastopol ' appears to

be lying alongside the large crane In the

eastern harbour ; only the tops of the

masts are to be seen, her hull being hidden

from view by the hill. To-day (the

8th) the heavy artillery and the naval

guns are concentrating their fire on the

• Pallada.* ' Bayan, 1 and ' Sevastopol.'
"

THE ELLIOT ISLANDS.

A VISIT TO THE JAPANESE ADVANCE
NAVAL BASE.

Mr.
spondent, and special

the Out took (New York) In the Far

published In a September number of that

journal one of the most readable article*

that have yet appeared In connection

with the war. Mr. Keunan refers to th«

trequent recurrence in the Japanese

official reports of such phrases as " as

prearranged " and " a certain place," and

proceeds to describe the circumstances

which led the correspondents" vessel tho

" Manshu-maru " being ordered In July to

leave the Yalu River for Yentao Bay.

Where Yentoa Bay was most of the corre-

spondents did not know, but on referring

to their maps and charts they found that

they were bound for a point In the Llao-

tung thirty-five miles north of Dalny and

Afty-flve miles from Port Arthur. They

were bound for "a certain place," other-

wise, the advance base of Admiral Togo's

fleet. The ship got under weigh as soon

as possible, and sighted the first outpost

of the Elliot Islands about three o'clock

In the afternoon. Mr. Kennan pro-

Thc Elliot Islands, although hardly-

known to the world even by name,

have played a very Important part In the

present war. They have never figured

In the leading editorials of newspaper

strategists, nor have they once been men-

tioned In the official reports from the

front ; but in the campaign against Port

Arthur they were, for a time, the centre

of Interest for all who knew what the

Japanese army and navy were really

doing. From a topographical point ol

view, the Elliot group consists of a dozen

or more treeless, grass-covered Islands,

varying in size from a diameter of a few

hundred feet to a length of ten miles with

a width of about two. The centre of the

little archipelago is twenty miles east of

the Llaotung peninsula, and sixty miles

east-north-east of Port Arthur. Although

these Islands have long been known to

the Chinese, and still bear Chinese names,

they were never accurately surveyed until

they attracted the attention of the Rus-

In 1899. A complete chart of then-

made and published, and was

by the

or the other civilised Powers. The Rus-

sian naval officers who made this chart

probably did not anticipate that It would

be used against them by Japan, nor that

the Islands themselves would ultimately

serve the latter as an Important military

and naval base ; but such have been the

far-reaching results of their cartographic

work.

The largest Island of the Elliot group

Is the one known to the Chinese as

Dachanshan. When we came abreast of

this Island, about five o'clock In the after-

noon, our attention was attracted by

heavy clouds of coal smoke which were

hanging over it, or over the water beyond

it, and which looked as If they had come
from the chimneys of a great manufactur-

ing establishment. My first impression

was that three or four large transports

must be passing on the other side ; but

when we rounded the western end of the

Island, and could see behind it, I was
astounded to discover that near the cen-

tre of the little archipelago, sixty miles

distant from Port Arthur, lay Admiral
Togo's fleet, including Ave battle-ships,

eight or ten armoured or protected

cruisers, a hospital ship, a number of

torpedo-boat destroyers, and more than
twenty colliers and transports. From a

singlo point of view I counted thirty-six

large vessels, all lying closely together

in a sort of sheltered basin or roadstead,

formed by the coasts of four different

Islands. My first feeling, as 1 gazed at this

Imposing array of battle-ships and
cruisers, was one of utter amazement. I

had pictured Admiral Togo's fleet to my-

self as lying In a seml-clrcle off the en-

trance to Port Arthur. Just as I had seen

Admiral Sampson's fleet lying off the en

trance to the harbour of Santiago, watch-

ing the narrow opening day and night

in order to prevent the enemy's escape.

Instead of that, here all his battle-ships

and cruisers were lying peacefully at

anchor with banked fires In the middle of

a small archipelago of barren Islands

sixty miles away from the harbour that I

supposed them to be watching. I am sure

I should not have been more surprised if,

when I went to the Cuban coast In 1898,

I had found Admiral Sampson blocking

Santiago by lying at anchor, with all his

battle-ships and cruisers. In the qule; and
sheltered harbour of Guantanamo. How
was It possible to watch Port Arthur
from the Elliot Islands, or overtake Ihe

escaping Russian fleet after giving !t free

egress and a clear start of sixty miles ?

Three or four years ago It would have

been Impossible for the Admiral of a Beet

to maintain an effective blockade, am',

at the same time, keep his larger vessel!

in a safe and comfortable place of Bhelter,

sixty miles away from the enemy's route

of escape j but wireless telegraphy and
the use of submarine mines have changed
riany of the conditions of modern naval

warfare : and although Admiral Togo's

battle-ships and cruisers remain, most of

the time, at a distance of sixty miles

from Port Arthur, the Russian squadron
there has little more chance of escaping

without a fight tban It would have If Ihe

Japanese fleet were actually cruising off

the entrance to the harbour. For this

In the firstthere are several

place, the

very slowly and cautiously, one at a time,

on account of the narrowness of the

partly obstructed channel, In the second

place, they must send three or four com-

paratively valueless merrhant steameis

ahead with suitable apparatus, to sweep

the sea for mechanical mines. Such
mines are laid by the Japanese. In front

of the harbour, almost every dark and

toggy night ; and although the Russians

discover and explode "ome of them, they

<annot be sure that they have found them
all—or even half of them—and they are

therefore compelled to proceed, even af;.-r

they get Ave or six miles out. with great

circumspection and caution. When they

made their latest attempt to escape, they

were six hours In getting out of the har-

bour and gaining an ofllng of four miles.

Long before the expiration of that t!m.\

Admiral Togo, who had been apprised of

their movements by wireless telegraphy,

was off the entrance, with his whole force

of battlc-ehlps, cruisers, destroyers, and
torpedo-boats, fully prepared to give

battle. The Russians, on ;hat occasion,

did not dare to risk a general engagement,

and after remaining outside, under the

protection of the shore batteries, for a
day and a night, sustaining, meanwhile, a
good deal of Injury from torpedo-boat

attacks, they Anally withdrew to the

shelter of the Inner harbour.

At the present time. Port Arthur la

watched only by a flotilla of swift torpedo-

boats and destroyers, equipped with wire-

less telegraph Instruments and constantly

in communication with the larger vessels

of the Japanese Aeet at the distant naval
base. If the Russians make an attempt
to escape. Admiral Togo Is Immediately
notiAed, and in three or four hours—long

before the enemy can get out of thu har-

bour and through the mlne-Aelds—the

Japanese battle-ships and cruisers are
close at hand, ready for action. The ad
vantages of this method of maintaining a
blockade are so obvious as hardly to need

The larger and more impor-

of the Japanese fleet rema n
all the time In a place where they enjoy
perfect shelter from storms ; where they

cannot be blown up by mines ; where
they are not liable to torpedo-boat attack:

and where they can take on board fresh

supplies of coal, ammunition, and food

with the greatest possible convenience and
facility. At the same time, they are

within striking distance of the enemy, and
are kept constantly informed as to his

movements. The Japanese have a system

of wireless telegraphy, of their own In-

vention, which seems to work with ab-

solute certainty under all conditions, and
which is not deranged by the operation

of the Russian system In the same field.

What its limits or transmission are, I do

not know ; but on our own ship, the

" Maashu mam," t have watched the ap-

paratus at work, and have heard It reek-

ing perfectly clear Morse dots and dashes,

with a hissing sound, like that of escap-

ing steam, when we were far at sea. a
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cruise off Port Arthur, and an
aerial optic nerve sixty miles long which
Instantly conveys visual impressions to

the directing brain in the Elliot archi-

pelago, the Russian fleet Is watched as
closely and effectively from that distant
base as it could be from the actual front.

By skillfully utilising the latest dis-

coveries of science, and by using old In-

ventions In a new way, the Japanese have
introduced a number of new features into
the art of war : but none of their In-

novations seem to me more striking or
noteworthy than this long-range blockade
from a remote and sheltered naval base.
As we steamed past the end of

Island, fifty marine glasses
turned in the direction of the big

fleet of war-ships and transports whose
appearance in that particular locality
had so taken us by surprise

; but the
distance at which the vessels lay was sr>

great that we could not Identify with cer-
tainty any of the battle-ships or cruisers
except the " Mikasa " and the "AMU."
It was evident, however, at a glance, that
In this protected roadstead between the
Islands of Dachanshan and Khasyan, lay
the whole, or nearly the whole, of Ad-
miral Togo's fleet. Rounding the end of
Dachanshan Island, and changing our
course to the W.S.W., we ran In towards
the mainland until we were within two
or three miles of the entrance to Yentoa
Hay. From this point of view we counl
see. fringing the beach just north of the
bay. a number of long skeleton piers and
an Immense flotilla of sailing vessels,
sampans, and Junks

; while back of them',
on higher ground, lay great quantities of
stores and munitions of war, protected by
big tents, or tent like buildings of wood
covered with roofs of corrugated zinc.
Black-hulled transports were constantly
coming, going, or changing anehoiage ;

steam launches were dashing to and fro
with waves o/ snowy foam at their hows

:

dark-grey t. - i-boats stole quietly and
noiselessly up i«e coast from the direction
of Port Arthur, and then turned away
towar is the fleet

; long Btrlngs of signal
Ilci* fluttered from the spars of the guard-
ships and the rigging of incoming trans-
ports ; and In every direction acre In-

dications of military and naval activity.

of war on a great I

At six o'clock the next morning,
when I was roused by the rumble «f the
chain-cable as the anchor came aboard,
and went on deck to bid good-bye to the
naval base. I found, to my great surprise,
that Instead of starting for home. w.. were
shaping a course in the direction of Port
Arthur. Hounding n second time the
western end of Dachanshan. we ran down
past the guard-ships and the fleet, and
stesmeii Iwlfliy through the wide pa»a>-r
that parates Kwanglo Island from Ter-
minal Head.

Two months and a half ago this strotcU
of water between the Elliot archipelago
and (he mainland was the scene ol o::e

of the mos: remarkable achievements of
the present war. As it has never been
described, and is still wholly unknown to

the public even in Japan. I shall Lry

briefly to give an account of It ; partly
because It la Interesting In Itself and
partly because It furnishes an excellent

Illustration of Japanese forethought and
" ^rearrangement ."

When the war with Russia began, the
Japanese plan of campaign had been fully

thought out and predetermined. It pro-

vided, first, for the landing of one army
in Korea to seize that country and lnvad«
Manchuria by way of the lower Yalu ;

and. second, for the disembarkation of
another army at some point on the coast
of the Llaotung peninsula to cut the
Chinese Eastern Railway and Invest Port
Arthur. The point selected for the rami
ing of the Second Army was Yentao Bay.
Ave or ten miles south of the point where
the Japaneae Second Army landed In thfl

war with China. As the attempt to close
Port Arthur by sinking stone-lade.i
vessels at the mouth of the harbour bad
not been fully successful, and as Tallen-
wan was still in possession of the enemy,
there was great danger that Russian
torpedo-boats, from one place or the other
would attack the Japanese transports off
Yentoa Bay at night, and thus perhaps
bring about a terrible disaster. Surl.
boats could roach Yentoa Hay from Port
Arthur In about two hours, and from
Dalny in a little more than an hour

;

and on a dark or foggy night they might
evade all the Japanese patrol-boats, get
In among the transports and sink half-
a-dozen of them in twenty minutes. In
order to guard against this danger the
Japanese determined to construct a colos-
sal boom-defence which should extend
from Terminal Head to Lump Island :

from Lump Island to Kwanglo ; from
Kwanglo to Khasyan ; and from Khasyan
to the outer Island or Sanchanshan. thuj
forming a boom-and -island Bcreen thirty
miles in length, behind which the trans-
ports might lie In safety while disembark-
ing their troops.

Some time in April all the material-
for thlH extensive screen were sent to the
Elliot Islands from Japan, and in ttie

course of two or three weeks the officers
and crews of Admiral Togo's fleet con-
structed a boom-defence ten miles long,
Trom the outer Island of the Elliot group
to Terminal Head on the mainland of the
Llaotung peninsula, This boom con-
sisted of a double line of massive timbers,
two feet or more in diameter, fastened
together with heavy chains, anchored a.

Miorl intervals. reinforced with a four-

and-a-half-inch steel hawser throughout
Its entire length, and flnallv hung hei.
nml there with wire torpedo screens ami
deep-sea fishing-nets !o entangle the screw
of any steam VMMl that might nececd
in breaking through the obstruction. The
magnitude of the work can be rully nu-
preciated only In the light of the fact that
it Involved the cringing from Japan of
five or six thousand sticks or heavy
tinilMT. ten miles of steel hawser, hun-
dreds of heavy anchors, thousands of
fathoms of chain, and great quantities of
spikes, staples, nets. too!s. and other mis-
cellaneous material

As the first six-mile stretch of this ex-
tensive boom— the part between T?rmiiial
Head and Lump Island—was virtually in

the open sea, the work of constructing It

and fixing It In place was one of Immense
difficulty. There was a swift tidal race
around the end of Terminal Head :

storms and heavy seas frequently swept
away the parts of the boom that had
already been put in position : and there
were obstacles and discouragements In-

numerable
; but the Japanese persevered,

as they always do, and before the 1st of
May they had the ten miles of boom com-
pleted and securely anchored, and
ready for the transports with the
Army. What the Russians were doing all
this time—why they did not Interfe.e
with the work, and why they failed to
send a force from Port Arthur to oppos?
the landing— I cannot even conjecture.
As Captain Takarabe. of the " Manshu-
maru." said, with a smile, when he de-
scribed this boom to me, " They were not
very enterprising."

At the time when the boom-defence was
completed, the Second Army was already
at sea. on board of transports, and was
awaiting, at "a certain place," the result
of the Japanese attempt to force the
passage of the Yalu. If that attempt had
failed, the Second Array would Instantly
have been thrown into northern Korea to
reinforce the First ; but as It succeeded,
the Second Army was not needed there,

and It consequently proceeded to Yentoa
Bay, where it landed on the Llaotun*
peninsula in perfect safety and without
opposition. The boom-defence connecting
the islands of the Elliot group with one
another and the whole archipelago with
the mainland was kept in position for
about a month. At the end of that time
i'_ was no longer needed, and the part that
connected Terminal Head with Lump
Island was taken to pieces and removed.
The short link between Lump Island and
Kwanglo. however, was still In position
when we passed there on the 17th of
July.

It seems hardly necessary to

upon the intelligence and forethought
shown by the Japanese in the construc-

tion of this boom, and iu the early move-
ments of the campaign generally. Tha
selection of the Elliot Islands as a raili-

lary and naval base ; the holding of the
Second Array on transports In Korea Bay
r.ntil after the battle of Chullencheng. so
lhat. If necessary, it might go Instanlly to

the assistance or the First Army on the
Yalu ; the choice of Yentoa Bay as the
landing-place ror the Second Army on the
Llaotung peninsula, and the protection
of that landing-place by ten miles of boom
defence, all show not only strategical

ability of the highest order but wonderful
system and thoroughness in the manage-
ment or details. Nothing whatever was
left to chance, and every possible precau-
tion was taken against accident or unex-
pected reverse. If the First Army had
failed to take the Russian entrenchments
on t'ie Yalu. its strength would have been
doabled in forty-eight hours by the throw-
ing of the Second Array in that dirertion.

The Japanese fleet at the Elliot Island
base was in surh a position that it could
prevent tho escape of the Port Arthur
fleet, and. at the same time, protect tho
landing of he Second Army In Yentoa
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Bay. If the Russian torpedo-boats had

tried to make a night attack on the

ftocond Army's transports, they would

have found themselves) stopped by an

Impregnable boom-defence. Every detail

of the landings on the coast of Korea and

on the Llaotung peninsula had not only

been carefully prearranged but repeatedly

rehearsed In preliminary practice. Every

soldier knew his place and his duty In

disembarkation, and even the horses had

been trained to get Into and out of the

big lanu lug-sampans without fear, excite-

ment, or hesitation. In the face of such

prevision and such management as this,

the Russian preparations for defence were

as weak and Ineffective as my chess-play

would be In a game with Tchigorin or

Morphy. The Russians, furthermore,

made the capital mistake of underestimat-

ing the strength and ability of theli

enemy. They seemed to think that they

were fighting with semi-barbarous Asia-

tics, like the Khivans or Turkomans of

Central Asia ; when. In reality, they

were " up against " one of the first mili-

tary Powers of the civilised world, This

mistake the Japanese never made. They

were perfectly aware of the enemy's weak-

ness—no one knew it better—hut they

never presumed or counted upon It. They

expected to force successfully the passage

of tho Yalu, but they held the Second

Army in reserve on transports, so that it

might reinforce the First Army in north-

ern Korea If necessary. They did not an-

ticipate serious opposition to the landing

of the Second Army in Yentoa Bay ; hut

they misted the enemy by making feigned

descents at other points, and, at the same

time, constructed ten mllea of boom-

defence to guard against the possibility

of a torpedo-boat attack at the real place

of disembarkation.

When a Russian peasant undertakes a

piece of work or engages In an enterprise

for which he has not made adequate pre-

paration, he comforts and reassures him-

self with the words "avoa" (perhaps!,
" kaknlbood " (somehow or other), or
" Rogh dast " (God will give!: hut in

the Japanese vocabulary there seem to

be no such expressions. Success, with

them, is not a matter of " perhaps," or
" somehow or other," nor does It depend

upon the grace of a merciful God. It la

carefully " prearranged " by intelligent

forethought, perfect system, and an atten-

tion to details that I have never seen

surpassed.

Saturday, December 10///.

I DISPATCH from a Naval Staff officer

with the investing army slates that

tt 12.30 o'clock on Thursday afternoon the

battleship " Peresviet " was ascertained to

be sunk without doubt. She Is now in

almost the same position aa the
" Poltava," while the " Pallada " has be-

gun to list to port under the fire of the

Japanese artillery.

A later dispatch from the Bame officer,

dated December 8th, at 10 o'clock p.m..

says :—" To-day eight shots struck the
' Pallada.' which caught fire and listed to

port. Her stem has sunk a little, and
It Is concluded that she Is no longer

capable of fighting or being navigated.

The gun-boat ' Giljak ' having been dis-

covered to be lying close to the shore

north of the ' Peresviet,' fire was directed

pan her, ami she was struck by eleven

•hots. She is now recognised as having

been disabled for further service. The
' Dayan ' was struck twenty-two times

to-day. A serious fire broke out on
board this vessel at 11.30 a.m. and it was
not out by 4.15 p.m. It is concluded that

thin ship is also badly dunged. Sub-
sequently the bombardment was directed

to the ' Sevastopol.' ' Amur,' and the

transports, but the result is not yet as-

certained. The effect of tho tiring given

in this dispatch is only that of the heavy

artillery."

A further dlBpatch reached Tokyo yes-

terday morning from the officer in com-
mand of the naval (runs, lie says that

on the previous day the naval guns struck

the " Bayan " six timet, the "Amur"
fourteen times, and that the latter vessel

ha -unk a little at the stern. Besides,

thlrtv-six shots struck warehouses and

other buildings at the south-eastern end,

and In proximity to the arsenal. These

builiilngs were seriously damaged.

A defender of Admiral Roh jest >"ensky.

writing in the Daily Xetct (London)

shortly after the North Sea incident, says

that no one who knows Admiral

Rohjestvensky would for a moment credit

him with having given an order to fire

on ships of the hostile Intentions of

ItKAK-ADMIIt.W. ISi'll.l»rVKXHKV.

Ill command "f the Bntlic Squadron.

which he could have had no more than a

suspicion. This writer says there may
be boiler officer* than Rear-Admiral Z. P.

RohJestvensUy in I ho Russian service, but

there is certainty not one less likely to

Rive way to panic or to act precipitately.

Now that Makaroff is dead and Skryd-

loff exiled at Vladivostok. Rohjestvensky

Is certainly the most capable commander
left to Russia. A yea.* aso. though Chief

of Staff at the St. Petersburg Ministry of

Marinp. he was only a " Captain of the

Secnnd Rank." Ills sndrlen elevation to

the command of l: m's only fleet is

enough to prove his merits, For
Rohjestvensky, though a noble like all

Muscovite navy men, had neither groat

family connections nor great Influence.

Rohjestvensky is fifty-six years old, bui

made his mark nearly thirty years ago.

when, In the Russo-Turklsh War, he was
decorated with the St. George's Cross for

exceptional acts of bravery. He Is •

protege of Makaroff and Skrydloff : and

It was the latter s commendations which

led to his appointment as leader of Rus-

sia's naval forlorn hope. St. Petersburg

social circles demanded that Trbuknln or

Vlrenlus should command the Baltic

Fleet. Skrydloff Insisted on Rohjest-

vensky. urging that, as he himself would

command the fleet If It reached the Far
East, he had a right to name the man fit

to undertake the perilous responsibility

of taking It there. Rohjestvensky Is a
sailor, pure and simple, and his only in-

terests are on the sea. For a whole year

he chafed In the position of Naval Chief

of Staff, and only accepted that posi

because he bad then no chance of gaining

an Admiral's command. Neverthole m, he

worked hard and Introduced several re-

forms of Importance, one of which, the

i in-tailing of officers' leave, did not

increase his popularity. But the Russia::

Admiral is not a popularity hunter,

Feared by his officers, whom he punishes

in ihe severest way by reprimanding
thorn publicly, and not quite understood

by bis men. with whom he does not

parade camaraderie, he Is a centre of

stormy dispute rather than of good-

natured anecdote. He has nothing, for

instance, in common with the late Ad-

miral Makaroff. save an infinite capacity

for taking pains.

Speaking of the Admiral's professional

ability, the writer says ;

—

As a naval tactician. Rohjestvensky h:><

always been strongly on the side of tetivn

attack. In a lecture read during his trrr.i

at office at St. Petersburg he declared flirt

the Navy with reserves should attn ,

boldly, not fearing destruction, if a

chance presented Itself of badly damagli. ;

the enemy's ships.
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For this reason he is a strong upholder

of the big battleship. "The battleship

may be destroyed." he said, " but never

without Inflicting damage that needs re-

pair, and It Is then that the opportunity

tor reserves comes In
"

Rohjestvensky's sailors are said to call

him the " Silent Admiral," owing to hU
taciturnity. The Admiral Is not a talker,

but a worker ; and part of his unpopu-

larity Is due to the self-reliance with

which he carries out important changes

without consulting subordinates.

Ever since his appointment last April

to the command of the Baltic Squadron,

he has been at war with the St. Peters-

burg naval authorities ; and Russians de-

clared that he threatened to re-sign more

than once if the fleet was not fitted out

as he required. In person, the Admiral

Is good-looking, and he has

wart on his nose which attracts attention

at once. The restrained expression, steely

eyes, and tightly-closed mouth bidden

under a grim, grizzled beard, give him an

appearance of power and resolution. His

only recreation is sailing boats, and read-

ing and writing of the fcea. He Is accused

of undue fondness for fine uniforms and

handsome surroundings. But no one has

ever Indicted him for luxury In his per-

sonal habits. And no Russian would be-

lieve that he would give way to panic and

fire on Innocent Ashing boats, save

through some tragic misunderstanding, or

some real apprehension of a treacheroua

attack.

• •

Isolated skirmishes continue on the

The latest dispatch from Marshal

Oyama states that at about 2 o'clock

on the morning of the 5tb instavnt

the Russians advanced to Hoshiyen, from
where the Japanese outpost withdrew, bat
shortly after returned with reinforcement*

and recovered the place. At about thm
same hour on the 7th insL the Russians
attacked the position east of Boshin and
also Heillngtun, but were repulsed.

A neuter's teiegram dated the 8th
instant reads :

—

The St. Petersburg correspondent of

the Daily i/atl reports that the Tsar
yesterday Issued an Imperial

ordering the dispatch to the Far
' a Third Squadron, which is not the

Sea Squadron.

Sunday, December Ut/i.

IN i dispatch to Headquarters yesterday.

Marshal Oyama states that on the

night of the 8th instant an attack of the

Russian Infantry on the Japanese outpoBt

at Slaotunku was repulsed. At about

3 o'clock on the morning of the 9th

Instant a Russian force, the strength of

which was unknown, attacked the

Japanese advance post near the Shaho

Railway, but was repulsed. Shortly after

G o'clock the Russians again attacked the

Japanese advance north-east of the Shaho

railway bridge. The strength of the

enemy gradually increased to about a

battalion, and surrounded a portion of the

Japanese guard from the north-east and

north-west. In the meantime the enemy

heavily fired on Lamotun from the direc-

tion of Kauchapao and Shihotal. but re-

treated as the day dawned. The Russians

appeared to have suffered heavy damage,

as they left many killed. The Japanese

casualties were only two men wounded.

A Japanese detachment, which was sent

In the direction of Sunshukou, on the

afternoon of the 8th instant encountered

a body of 30 to 40 Russian cavalry on the

way and dispersed them, more than ten

men being shot down. The detachment

reached Sotalshl In the afternoon. The

Japanese suffered no loss.

publishedThe following dispatch

last evening :

—

On November 30th the coast defence

•hip " Salyen." while drawing close to the

stronghold of Port Arthur and assisting

the land force In enforcing the blockade,

struck a Russian mine, and immediately

became enveloped In black emoke. Ob-

serving this, the gun-boat " Akagl." which

was firing at tho shore at the time, ceased

operations and went to the assistance of

the "Salyen," when the latter vessel

anchored near the scene of the disaster

and sent for another gun-boat which

quickly arrived, the two together work-

ing unceasingly In rescuing the crew

of the lll-fatod "Salyen," and succeed-

ing in picking up the officer second

in command, 15 other officers, and 175

men. It Is concluded that Captain Tajlma

and thirty other officers and men
must have been drowned. The dis-

patch adds that the " Saiyen." which

for a long while took the command of a

subdivision of a squadron, frequently

ventured Into dangerous places and had

achieved Invaluable service, and the dis-

aster Is much to be deplored.

As a result of the severe and continuous

Are of the heavy Japanese guns against

the Russian warships at Port Arthur

these are now stated to be almost entirely

destroyed. The battleship "Sevastopol"

appears, however, to bo In a compara-

tively better condition, but as she could

no longer withstand the fire she on Friday

moved Into the inner harbour, and is

now lying at the base of Mantau Hill.

Another dispatch from the officer In

command of the naval guns at Port

Arthur was published yesterday. The
officer says that In the course of the

bombardment of the Russian war-ships on

Friday five shells struck the " Pobieda "

and seven bit the " Bayan," which caught

Are and listed to port about 25 degrees,

and was nearly capsized. The position of

the "Retvlsan" and "Poltava" Is such

that at high tide the water nearly reaches

the turrets on the upper deck. The
"Pallada" Is heavily listed to port and

the "Poltava" to starboard. At the

are partially sub-

merged. The " Peresviet " at high tlds

Is sunk to the " stern walk " aft and to

about the bow torpedo discharge tube

forward. The gun-boat " Olljak " Is lyln*

very cloBe inshore at the southern

of Pelkl Hill, ana has a heavy list,

appears to be broken and aground. Tha
" Sevastopol " steamed out of the harbour

at daylight and anchored outside, to es-

cape the fire.

•

A London telegram reaching Tokyo

yesterday stated that the news of the

destruction of the Port Arthur squadron

Is creating serious panic and consterna-

tion In St. Petersburg.

A Rcuter's telegram dated the 9th

Instant reads :

—

The Tsar has presented a silver bowl

and ladle to the wardroom officers of the

British cruiser "Talbot," as a friendly

recognition of the assistance rendered to

the crews of me Russan war-ships

" Varyak " and " Koryetz " after the

batUe at Chemulpo in February last, and

has sent a cheque for £500 to the Prince

of Wales as President of the Royal Naval

Fund.

The third squadron to be dispatched

by Russia to the Far

January.

A Berlin telegram of the same date is

as follows :
—

The third Russian Squadron, which has

been ordered by the Tsar to be I

to the Far East, will consist of

battleships and eight cruisers.

The Squadron will leave at the

nlng of January.
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THE CAPTURED " ALLANTON."

ITS RELEASE ON APPEAL.

It will be remembered that the Vladl-

Toatok Prize Court passed Judgement con-

fiscating the British steamer " Allanton
"

&nd cargo, captured shortly after leaving

Muroran some months ago with a cargo

for Singapore. On the 22nd October the

Admiralty Council at St. Petersburg, sit-

ting as Supreme Prize Court, reversed

this Judgement and ordered the " Allan-

ton " to be released, together with her

cargo. The following report of the pro-

ceedings appears in the Time* :—
M. Sheftel, of the Russian Bar, on be-

half of Mr. William R. Rea. of the firm

of Paterson and 8lmons, presented the

case of the "Allanton" and her cargo.

Counsel dwelt successively on the two

principal considerations on which the

Judgement of the Vladivostok Court had

been baaed. First, the " Allanton " on

her first voyage conveyed, with the know-

ledge of the owner, to an enemy's port.

Saseho. during war. a full cargo constitut-

ing contraband. Secondly, touching the

• Allanton's " second voyage, In the

course of which she was seized with her

cargo of coal, embarked from Muroran

for conveyance to Singapore, certain cir-

cumstances to which reference Is made

In the Judgement " necessarily lead to the

Inference that the destination of both the

' Allanton ' and her cargo was not Singa-

pore, but some Japanese or Korean port,

or even the fleet of the enemy cruising

at sea." M. Sheftel argued that the first

consideration was In no wise acceptable

as constituting a sound plea for con-

fiscating the ship as a lawful prize. The
majority of authorities on Internationa!

law held Indubitably that a vessel which

succeeded In conveying contraband to a

hostile port and was captured, not while

It waa engaged In doing so, but subse

quently on the return voyage, could not

be held liable to confiscation. He quoted

several leading authorities. Including

Professor Despognot, Professor Franz von

Professor de Martens. The
In his work "Contemporary

International Law among Civilised

positively asserted that, "in

that the seizure of a neutral vessel

for conveying contraband should be law-

ful, It la necessary that the neutral vessel

In question should be caught in flagrante

delicto. Capture subsequent to the dis-

charge of the unlawful cargo Is not Justi-

fiable In law." M. Sheftel urged further

that any possible dispute on the subject

was precluded by the regulations of March
27th, 1900, regarding maritime prizes,

since It was therein declared that " mer-

cantile vessels of neutral nationality are

liable to be confiscated as prizes when
captured in the act of conveying contra-

hand to the enemy or to an enemy port."

Proceeding to refer to the commentary
of the Procurator of the Vladivostok

Court, who alleged an improper attitude

on the part of the owner of the " Allan-

Ion " towards the obligations of neutral-

ity. M. Sheftel pointed out that the

charter-party under which the " Allanton "

was to convey Cardiff coal to Hongkong
or Saseho was concluded over a month
before the outbreak of the war, and in

this connection the conference of the In-

stitute of International Law held at

Venice In 1896 laid down the principle

that the carriage of contraband com-

menced before the declaration of war and

without the necessary knowledge of its

Imminence was not punishable. M.

Sheftel also pointed out that the loading

and sailing of the "Allanton" from

Penarth were completed before the pub-

lication of the Russian rules according

to which coal was declared to be contra-

band. With a view to disproving the al-

legation of the owner's hostility to

Russia, M. Sheftel showed that the

" Beechley." another of his steamers

chartered before the declaration of

In circumstances exactly analogous to

the case or the " Allanton," to convey a

cargo of Cardiff coal to Port Arthur and

Vladivostok. This coal had been actually

conveyed to and discharged at Vladi-

vostok when war was already declared.

M. Sheftel dealt at great length with

the second consideration which had In-

fluenced the Vladivostok Court. Ho
pointed out that the confiscation of the

cargo of a ahlp belonging to the subject of

a neutral Power, and still more that of

the ship itself, was Inadmissible on mere

suspicion or on the inference that the

vessel was actually proceeding to some
port other than that mentioned In her

papers. The almulatory or

nature of the papers should, he

tained, be positively and tncontrovertlbly

proved before the cargo could be declared

to be contraband and the ship and cargo

could be liable to confiscation. M. Sheftel

did not think that any reliance was to be

placed on the argument, elaborately de-

veloped In the commentary In the petition

for appeal, regarding the arbitrary Inter-

pretation of the principles of Inter-

national law by other nations or by Great

Britain for choice. If such arbitrary In-

terpretations were found to be practised

In the present or In the future, then there

could be no doubt that Russia was able

to Insist that such action should be power-

less to prejudice the Interests of herself

or her subjects. The task before the

Court In the present case must be more
circumscribed and more clear—namely,

to apply the statutes of the law re-

cognised In contemporary International

dealings, more particularly those sane

tloned by Russian legislative acts. Until

the reverse was proved, ships' papers had
the authority of perfectly genuine proofs

regarding the destination of the ships to

which they belonged, and the nature of

the cargo on board of her.

M. Sheftel next submitted a large num-
ber of documents showing that the
" Allanton," on her departure from
Muroran. was actually cleared for Singa-

pore, whence after a specified time had
elapsed she was to proceed to Calcutta,

there to load a cargo of coal for Karachi.

At the latter port the " Allanton " was to

embark a cargo of cotton and seeds aaJ

[

proceed without delay through the Suez
Canal to Port Said or

ments submitted Included correspondence

between the owners and the captain,

letters and telegrams between the firms

concerned regarding the chartering of the
" Allanton " to convey a cargo of coal

from Muroran to Singapore, the charter-

parties and freight contracts, and a con-

tract concluded In Yokohama In Decem-

ber 1903. for the delivery by a Japanese

firm to Messrs. Paterson £ Simons, of

Singapore, of 55,000 tons of coal during

1904. Of this amount 23,500 tons had

been shipped before the " Allanton " waa
loaded.

Turning to the question of the owner-

ship of the cargo found on board the

"Allanton" at the time of the seizure.

M. Sheftel argued that. Inasmuch as the

bill of lading, which had been seen and
dispatched by the Japanese firm, gave

Messrs. Paterson £ Simons the right to

dispose of the cargo and accept delivery

thereof as soon aa the ship arrived In

port. It must be concluded that this cen-

tral firm was not only highly Interested

In the cargo, but was the owner of it,

apart from the obligation to settle ac-

counts with the ahlpper. In any case. It

should be borne in mind that, In virtue

of the Declaration of Paris or April 27th,

1856. and Article II. of the Marine Prize

Regulations sanctioned by the

March 27th. 1895, a neutral flag

an enemy's cargo, provided It Is not con-

traband.

M. Sheftel submitted a letter from the

American Embassy in London and a
memorandum from the Immigration
Bureau at Washington showing that the
Court was wrong In holding that a pass-

port or certificate regarding the comple-

tion of military service waa required from
Japanese subjects on their arrival In the

United States. The conclusion of the

Court that the absence of such documents
In the case of the Japanese youth on
board the " Allanton," who averred he
waa going to America, constituted a
suspicious circumstance, was. therefore,

quite unwarranted.

After some questions from the Judges
touching upon the ownership of the cargo
and a few other points, the Court was
cleared while the Council considered their

Judgement. An hour and a half after-

wards Admiral Ave! Ian announced the

decision of the Court to release the ship.

The question of damages was not raised,

but a claim will be presented later

through the proper

GENERAL 8TOES8EL.

HIS HISTORY AND PROWESS.

Mr. William Durban, In the columns
of the Morning Leader, writes as follows

on General Sloessel :
—

Thirty-nine years ago two young R)n-
slan military students left the Army
Academy of Pavloff on the same day after

passing their final examination. The-f
two young graduates, from that moment
ranking as officers In the biggest armv
on earth, were Anatole Mlkhallovltc'i

Stoesse] and Alexel NIRolalevltrh Ki'ro-

patkln. These two youths had studlerl

', but all through the yea.-s
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that have followed they hare never been

associated In the service. At last they

are engaged In the same region, command-
ing severally at the two centres of destiny

on which are fixed the eyes of the whole

after a most exciting siege which cost

thousands of Russian lives, its brare de-

fender, Osman Pasha, was regarded by

Europe as the lion of the hour. Should

Stoessel survive the fall of Port Arthur,

he will be the world's hero In his turn.

Stoessel comes of a very old military

stork. In Russia the Church Is quite a

social caste, the vast majority of parishes

being administered by priests Inheriting

them from their fathers. The army is 10

a great extent officered by men whose
family traditions have been connected

with It for many generations. The mili-

tary pedigree of the Stoessel race dates

back to the days of Charles XII. of

Sweden. After the death of that famous
King, one of his Generals, who had been

captured with other prisoners, settled in

Russia. General Stoessel's two sons, Ivan

and Mikhail, were duly educated In the

Russian military service. Both were born

In the empire, and both became devoted

servants of the Emperor Paul. The old

General allowed them to be trained by

the priests of the Rusao-Greek Church In

the national Orthodox creed, though for

himself he adhered to his original Luther-

Readers who are familiar with Prince

Kropotkln's " Memoirs of a Revolution-

ist " will remember the fascinating pages

which describe the life of a young Rus-
sian military cadet. The experiences of

boys who are when very young enlisted

In the Corps of Cadets Is entirely unique.

It is absolutely peculiar to the Russian

army. Young Anatole Stoessel was only

ten when he entered this Juvenile branch

of the service. At Peterhof and In various

spots all round St. Petersburg are groat

military schools in which thousands of

boys are educated as embryo officers.

Young Stoessel went through the curri-

culum—delightful In summer, with its

six weeks of open-air exercise, its sea-

bathing, and Its life In tents night and

day—but dull and Irksome with Its

arduous dally drill in winter. Stoessel as

a lad was taught in the plains behind

Peterhof all about military surveying and

fortification. Russian officers learn the

tochnlque of their profession well and
thoroughly. Their school days as mere

children are spent in preparing for war.

They work Jtke little navvies In sand and

clay and gravel, building bastions and

The elder brother, Ivan, attained dis-

tinction In the war against Napoleon's

Grand Army. He fought at Borodino at

the head of one of the regiments of the

Imperial Guard A Bignal mark or favour

was after the war bestowed on him by

the Emperor Alexander I. That monarch
made him governor of bis favourite

palace, Tsarskoe Selo. In the village or

that name Stoessel Street is monumental
of the old officer's fame. Mikhail Stoessel

lived to a great age. He was for many
years a cavalry officer. Colonel of the

Uhlans of the Imperial Guard. His spe-

cial duty was to command the bodyguard

of the Tsarttaa ; this necessitated his re-

sidence always in the environs of one of

the Imperial palaces. His son Anatole

accordingly was born at Peterhof in 1848,

and thus the defender of Port Arthur is

now 56 years of

born in the

a year at the Peterhof School of Cadets

Anatole Stoessel was sent to the great

Military Academy at Pavloff. where he

studied through the very long course re-

quired to qualify a Russian officer for his

profession. He here met with many of

the young men who have become known
as prominent commanders. Naturally,

being exactly of the same age. Stoessel

and Kuropatkln became intimate friends,

but when the two In 1866 entered active

service the former joined the Rostovsky

Regiment of Infantry, while the latter

speedily departed for Asia, where he

became one of " Skobeleff's men," taking

an active part for several years In the

conquest of the Khanates.

StoeBsel was for ten years stationed at

Moscow with his regiment of the line.

His first experience in the field of war was

gained on the outbreak of hostilities be-

tween Russia and Turkey In 1876. Com-
manding a company as lieutenant, he was

wounded In one of the Balkan fights,

though he quickly recovered, and was at

once promoted to the rank of Captain. At

the end of the war, throughout which he

distinction, he

became a Major In hi; regiment, and re-

ceived a sword of honour, together with

the decoration of St. Stanislas

the war being over. Stoessel

his romantic Asiatic career. He is

one of the greatest living experts oa
Siberian affairs, being equally well ac-

quainted with the western and the

eastern sections of the vast province. Ha
left his quarters in Moscow to travel

straight to Vladivostok. Very soon after

his arrival he was appointed to the com-

mand of a rifle brigade stationed along

the line of the Amur. Removed for a
time to Western Siberia, he was elevated

to the rank of General In 1899. and agaia

went eastward to take the command of

the Rifle Brigade stationed in Port

Arthur. He was one of the most active

of Russian officers In the troubles between

China and the European Allies during the

Boxer riots. Since that p«rlod he his

lived entirely at Port Arthur, where, wit*

bis famous and able colleague. General

Floug. the Todleben of the East, he hi*

done so much to render the fortress nearly

Impregnable. Few commanders have ever

better qualified than Stoessel for his

post. His splendid early military

education Included the study of engineer-

ing, chemistry, fortification, and military

medicine. And he is a typical sample of

the highly-trained Slav officer. His tem-

perament combines the Insuperable stub-

bornness which baffled Napoleon at

the brilliant dash that

In the character of !

The Stoessel household la

Varla Stoessel, married to the General la

1875. Is with her husband at Port Arthur,

where she has devotedly superintended the

attentions of the nurses to the wounded.

The only child of the pair Is Alexander

Anatolevltch Stoessel, a young officer la

the 2nd Rifle Battalion of the Imperial

Guards, the flower of the Russian Army,

who Is with his regiment at Tsarskoe

Selo. The chivalrous contempt wit*

which General Stoessel has treated all

the Japanese overtures proposing sur-

render on his part has rendered him the

most popular man In the Russian Empire.

Whatever may be his fate, his name will

be enshrined In the roll-call of heroes of

Holy Russia, with si

Yermak. Todleben, and

Tuesday, December 13//<.

fJITITH reference to the recent trace be-

'* fore Port Arthur, a Mojt dispatch to

the Atatii says the cessation of hostilities

was proposed on the 30th ult. at 4 o'clock

In the afternoon. The proposal followed

an engagement at the base of one of tbe

auxiliary forts or Sunshu Hill In which
the casualties on both sides bad been very

heavy, but as it was then too dark for

rescue work this solemn duty was post-

poned until the next day. On the 1st inst.

out from each side

at an appointed time, when each party

hoisted a Red Cross flag and the collection

of killed and wounded was commenced.

The work was concluded on the

day.

A dispatch from the Port Arthur In-

vesting army, published yesterday by the

Headquarters at Tokyo, says the heavy

artillery continued shelling the Interior

of Port Arthur on Sunday and caused

further heavy damage to the "Poltava"

and " Amur." and the wireless telegrapa

station at the base of Golden Hill. The

armoury there was also set on fire.

According to a Naval Staff officer, the

shelling of the Russian ships In the har-

bour during the past few days has

rendered useless four battle-ships. tw»

cruisers, one gun-boat, and one torpedo-

store boat, making further demonstration
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The following dispatch from Marshal

Marquis Oyama was also published yester-

day :—" About 2 o'clock on the morning

of the 10th instant a body of Russian

Infantry attacked Peltaltste, but was re-

pulsed and driven northward by daylight

In the afternoon of the same day the

Russian artillery west of Manpo Hill

stormed Yoton and Tokahoshi. and the

artillery at the western base of Tun Hill

stormed the east of Hosoa, but without

Inflicting any serious damage upon us.

Russian cavalry which attacked Mahacbic

I was driven westward. Several Russians

were wounded. We suffered no loss."

According to a London dispatch In

Shanghai papers, the Supreme Prize Court
at St. Petersburg; has decided that the

sinking of the German steamer " Tbca "

in July last was unjustified. The owners
claim £39,000 sterling, but as no appeal

was made regarding the cargo, the Vladi-

vostok judgement stands. The Court has

Justified the seizure of the "Arabia." up-

held Messrs. Dodwell ft Co.'s appeal re-

garding' the flour for Kobe, and confirmed

the confiscation of the rest of the cargo,

seeing that no appeals were lodged. The
quashing of tne Vladivostok decision In

the Dodwell case is most Important, in-

volving as It does the whole question of

conditional contraband.

.•.

A Berlin telegram or the 11th Instant

reads :
—

Naval experts in London express the

belief that the destruction of the Russian
war-ships at Port Arthur has rendered

the voyage of the Baltic Fleet wholly

futile, and prophesy that the latter will

ultimately be obliged to seek refuge in

a neutral port and be dismantled.

Wednesday, December 14///.

WITH the taking of the 203-metre hill by

the Japanese. It is quite apparent that

Port Arthur is fully exposed to the enemy.

A private correspondent, a member of the

besieging forces, writing to us recently,

says that the whole of Port Arthur and the

whole of the harbour are now within view

of the Japanese, and that the war-ships

are doomed. This was written nearly a

fortnight ago. and it is now history that

the Japanese have attained one great ob

jeot of the attack on the stronghold—the
destruction of the fleet, which has been

a standing menace to Admiral Togo. The
silence of the past few days indicates

great but silent activity on the part of

the besiegers, who, now that the fleet is

destroyed, can carry on their work of

reducing the stronghold more deliberately

The Japanese from their position on the

203-metre hill have good views of the

several forts and are able to distinguish

the various garrisons. They have dis-

covered that the men defending the forU

are mostly marines, and up to the end of

last month the marines were kept in re-

mit since then the Russians have

The repair has been effected of the

steam launch "Koun-maru," which was
sunk by a Russian torpedo-boat In the

harbour of Gensan on June
subsequently raised.

The China Times mentions that Lieu-

tenant Kotchlneff, who was very well

known in Tientsin, has written to a
friend there that he was severely wounded
at Liaoyang by a bursting shell, and had
to have a leg amputated. He has been

sent back to Russia, and It is hoped that

bis life will be saved.

The military correspondent of the

Times early in November, in the course

of a long article reviewing th*
between Liaoyang and Mukden, writes as

follows with reference to the situation

on the Shaho and the prospects of the

future now that General Kuropatkin is

relieved of the presence of Admiral
Alexcleff in the field of war :

—
Before the Shaho we estimated that

Kuropatkin's field army numbered about
220.000 men, and if we deduct the losses

In that battle there remain only 160.000.

The last unit of tne 8th Army Corps left

Odessa about the middle of October, and

it will not be for another fortnight that

the services of this new corps will be

at disposal. Kuropatkin should then

have about 200,000 men and 1,030 guns all

told, and we have still to see

the Russian War Office will

or other of Grippenberg-s corps to follow

the 8th, or whether the much-needed
drafts will be sent to fill up the depleted

ranks of the First Army. The situation

on the Shaho at this moment is declared

by Colonel Gadke to be unique ; the two
armies face each other on the opposite

banks of the stream, each is entrenched,

and apparently neither can go forward

or back. . . . The Russians are standing

with their backs to the Hun, begins
to be thrown into the river, but as they

must have many bridges, and as the river

itself must now be fordable in many
places, the danger Is perhaps more ap-

parent than real. They find a difficulty

In getting away, since they know that

on the first sign of weakening they will

have the Japanese upon their backs, and

their enemy Is now so close that a re-

treat unobserved is probably lmpractl- I

cable. Since the Shaho there has, how- I

ever, been a great change. Admiral
(

Alexeleff has been allowed to stake his

last rouble of repute upon a supreme

effort to defeat Oyama and relieve Port

Arthur. He has lost, and after a decent

Interval he retires from the scene of his

many failures, leaving Kuropatkin with

a broken and dispirited army to get out

|
of the mess as best he can. A great sigh

lot relief goes up from the entire army

of Russia, and Kuropatkin. perhaps for
the first time In the course of the war.
finds himself with a free hand, or at least
as free as Japanese manacles admit
What will he do ?

Speculating upon this i

spondent says :—
In view of General Kuropatkin's

known desire to retreat until he haa
sufficient men to authorise a serious offen-
sive movement, in view of the proof re-

cently given that he has not these num-
bers and cannot hope to have them for
some months. In view, lastly, of th*
stream of reinforcements promised to
him. his natural course of action, pro-

vided It were practicable, would be to
retire upon these reinforcements and
await a more favourable moment for

action. He knows perfectly well that Port
Arthur Is In extremis, and that upon
the fall of that fortress his enemy's num-
bers will be Increased. The Bpirlta of his

army, despite Putlloff's coup
Yamada at the close of the Shaho
are certainly very low ; be has every rea-

son to break off contact If he can, and
spend the winter In reorganising and
restoring the efficiency of his beaten

army. For, Just as the war Is Intensely

unpopular in Russia, so, among his own
officers and men, the same feeling is

predominant Every single witness,

friendly to Russia or the reverse, tells the

same tale. " The whole army detests

Manchuria, where it thinks that it has

gone astray." So says M. Naudeau, and

all bis colleagues confirm his words.

Although the chances of war, with

armies In such close proximity, are not

matters upon which we can speculate with

disturb themselves on account of Oyama *

Inactivity. The recent battles have

neither exhausted the Japanese army nor

decreased Its <\j nfl<li-r.cf- An army that

has met Its enemy's whole strength In

fair tight, has taken from It 45 guns.
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buried 13.000 of its

ft for 16 miles, has no cause for any feel-

ing but satisfaction.

But the railway was only completed to

Liaoyang early In the month, and time

vast stores of food and ammunition re-

quired for the continuous activity of a

great army. The expenditure of am-

munition has exceeded everything that

either army anticipated. We are told that

scarcely allowed the amassing of the
|
the Russian army alone Bred 130.000 shells

and Ave million rounds of small-arm am-
munition. In any case, the expenditure

has been unheard of, and time Is required

to prepare for a fresh contest of perhaps

equal fury. Until the Japanese are

thoroughly prepared for their next

they are not likely to break i

Tliursday. De< )hcr \5tk

OFFICIAL dispatches show that there Is

no lessening of the bombardment at

Port Arthur from the guns on the 203-

metre hill, and that there Is very little In

the way of buildings or ships within range
of the naval guns that has escaped the

Are. Some determined attempts

on Monday and Tuesday to

torpedo the "Sevastopol" by several of

Admiral Togo's lieutenants, but not ap-

parently with complete success. The
battleship is outside the harbour, and If

opportunity should occur offering the

slightest chance of success, there is little

doubt that it would endeavour to make
for a neutral port. There was a gale

from midnight on Sunday to Tuesday, and
It was during this heavy weather that

the torpedo-boats made their attacks.

The " Sevastopol " was lying to the south-

west off the base of Matan Hill. It ap-

pears that the battleship always returns

into the harbour at night-time to avoid

the torpedoeB. and at daytime steams out

to the offlng to avoid the naval guns on
203-metre hill. Unless It can escape, the
" Sevastopol " can hardly for long resist

the combined skill of Its enemy. It was
believed that there were eleven destroyers

at Port Arthur, but now only eight are to

be seen.

• *

The cremated remains of Sergeant

Sasaki and twenty-six soldiers belonging

to Kobe, who lost their lives at the front,

are to arrive at Kobe Station to-

morrow afternoon. They will be received

by the Kobe Patriotic Society, and de-

livered to the

Tho authorities In Tokyo have received

the following report of General Kuropat-

kln :—
" On December 11th the volunteers under

the command of Lieut-Colonel Sltloff, a

against the retreating enemy and pursued

them one kilometre southwards, capturing

eleven men. four of whom were wounded.

Our casualties were one killed and mi"

wounded.
" General Sakbaroff reports that about

2 o'clock on the morning of December
10th several bodies of Japanese (30 men
in each body) advanced to our position

at Llnshlngpao. We fired repeated volleys

as the Japanese drew near and repulsed

them with heavy loss."

A Reuter's dispatch dated the 13th

Instant reads :

—

The publication In Russia of the news
of the destruction of the Port Arthur

squadron, which has hitherto been un-

known except to a small circle, baa created

consternation. Admiral Roojestvensky's

mission Is now regarded as foredoomed to

disaster.

Admiral Rohjestvensky, with twenty-

one vessels of the Baltic Fleet, has arrived

at Mossamedes, on the west coast of

Africa.

PORT ARTHUR.

TORPEDO ATTACKS ON THE
" SEVASTOPOL."

enemy's position to the south of Bent-

yaputze and drove off the advance guard.

The volunteers made a bayonet charge

A dispatch from Admiral Togo reaching

the Headquarters, Tokyo, on Tuesday

night, describes a torpedo attack on the

Russian battleship " Sevastopol," about

the only vessel at Port Arthur that was
not seriously damaged In the recent

Japanese shelling from the 203-metre hill.

Admiral Togo Bays :

—

"At 12.30 o'clock on the night of the

11th instant, a flotilla of torpedo-boats

under Commander Kasama Sunao at-

tacked the Russian battleship ' Sevasto-

pol.' which was lying outside the harbour

of Port Arthur, but the result was un-

certain. Subsequently two other torpedo-

boats under the command of Lieutenant-

Commander Masato TameJIro, in face of

a severe Are from the enemy, approached

the Russian ship and at the proper dis-

tance discharged several

the vibration of an explosion was felt

The 'Sevastopol,' however, was found Id

the same position on the following morn-

ing. Our boats suffered no damage.
" At 2.30 o'clock on the morning of the

12th a flotilla of torpedo-boats under the

command of Lieutenant-Commander Ara-

kawa Chugo also attacked the Russian

ship and discharged several torpedoes

under the heavy fire of the enemy, but

the result was uncertain. In this attack

one of the torpedo-boats received a shot

through the funnel, and another boat re-

ceived a shot in the engine-room, the last

vessel being disabled and returning In

tow. No casualt Ips took place.
" At 6 o'clock on the morning of the

13th a flotilla of torpedo-boats, under the

command of Lieutenant-Commander Sekl

Shlgetaka, again proceeded to the attack,

but were unable to discover the Russlsn

ship and could not accomplish their

object. Meanwhile, however, two torpedo-

boats, under the direction of Lieutenant

Adachl Rokuro, discovering the vessel,

steamed up to the " Sevastopol " and dis-

charged torpedoes, a heavy spray of \

being observed to follow the

but the result Is unknown. Both of the

torpedo-boats were exposed to the severe

lire of the enemy and each received one

shot. Three men were wounded on one

of the boats."

In a dispatch published yesterday Id

Tokyo, the officer in command of the

naval guns assisting the Army at Port

Arthur states that on the 13th Instant the

naval kuob chiefly stormed the arsenal

and the torpedo station on Tiger's Tall,

as well as the war-ships and torpedo-

boats In the vicinity. The torpedo station

caught Are. and continued to burn for

about an hour. Six projectiles struck the

war-ships and torpedo-boats, and three

vessels were destroyed, while another

vessel caught fire and sank. The flr«
%

directed against the buildings caused

heavy damage. Tho "Sevastopol" was

shelled at hlKh angle, but this was later

suspended, as observations of the

of the fire were Interrupted on I

xj by Google



Digitized by Google



I I • • •

• • • •••«.
• • • • • • »
• * • • •

•
• • • *

• • - t . .
,

• • »•• • •

Digitized by Google



December 16th.] DIAKY OF THE BU880-JAPANESE WAR. 91

Friday, December 16//*.

WITH regard to the Ranter's telegram

published yesterday describing the

effect in Russia of the knowledge that the

Port Arthur Bquadron Is destroyed, a tele-

gram from St. Petersburg to the Berliner

Tageblatt says that the news has serious I y

affected all classes In Russia, and the

success of Admiral Rohjostvensky's mis-

sion Is regarded as hopeless. The plan

Of the Russian Government to dispatch

a third squadron Is looked upon as a

farce, but it Is thought to be the only

means to lull the popular excitement,

which is growing day by day.

•

A Berlin telegram of the 14th Instant Is

follows :
—

The Petit Parisicn publishes a letter

rom Admiral Rohjestvensky. In com-

mand of the Baltic Fleet, the contents of

which have not up to the present been

contradicted, in which the Admiral la re-

presented as saying that without rein-

forcements the Baltic Bquadron cannot

possibly engage the fleet under Admiral

Togo.

In the same lette* the Admiral ex-

presses recognition of the services ren-

dered the Baltic Squadron by Great

Britain during the voyage, and also by

the authorities at Vigo and Dakar during

the stay of the Squadron at those ports,

which services, he says, are greatly ap-

preciated by the officers

Admiral Alexeieff. the Russian Viceroy

In the Far East who was recently recalled

to St. Petersburg, has presented to the

Tsar a project for the reorganisation of

the Russian Navy.

TORT ARTHUR.

DOOM OF THE " SEVASTOPOL."

The following dispatch from Admiral
Yamada. commander of the Third
Squadron of the Imperial Fleet, was
published yesterday by the Navy Depart-
ment :

—
" At 3.30 o'clock on the morning of the

14th Instant a torpedo-boat flotilla under
the command of Lieutenant-Commander
Otaki. and another flotilla under Lieu-

tenant Miyamoto, simultaneously attacked

the ' Sevastopol 1 and other boats In the

military service. The Otaki flotilla was
interfered with by heavy snow, and was
unable to attain the object in view, The
Miyamoto flotilla, while the enemy was
dazzling the other flotilla with its search-

lights, advanced through the very heavy
snowstorm and reached the point aimed
at. While searching for the enemy's
ships, the boats of the flotilla lost sight

of each other ; but about 4 o'clock the

boat commanded by Lieutenant Nakamuta
discharged a torpedo against a Russian

vessel of the military service and the

boat commanded by Lieutenant Miya-
moto discharged one torpedo against the
' Sevastopol.' The Nakamuta flotilla

observed the torpedo explode, and all

the torpedo-boats then withdrew, but

they saw no sign of the boat commanded
by Lieutenant Nagata, which has not yet

returned. We are much concerned for IU
fate. This morning (15th Instant) the

look-out and the watch-boat both reported

that the bow of the ' Sevastopol ' was
seen to be sunk about three feet."

(Lieutenant Nagata. whose boat is

mentioned as not having returtiel, was on

board the " Edo-maru " In the third at-

tempt to block the entrance of the har-

bour of Port Arthur, and when Lieutenant

Takayanagl, In command of the " Edo-

maru " was killed, he took command and

sank the steamer at the harbour en-

trance!

A further dispatch

"Between 11.30 and 3 o'clock on the

morning of the 14th six torpedo-boat

flotillas and some special torpedo-boa.'*

made attacks without intermission on the
1 Sevastopol,' ' Otvazny,' and other boats

in the military service, but no report of

the result has yet been received. Accord-

ing to a report from the outlook tower,

at 9 o'clock this morning (15th) the bow

of the ' Sevastopol ' sunk lower than yes-

terday and It is now submerged above the

torpedo-discharge tube."

Saturday, December 17///.

riIE latest In regard to General Kuro-

patkln Is contained in a Tokyo mes-

sage, which Is to the effect that the Gene-

ral appears to have Lis headquarters at

Mukden and Tungshan, at the latter of

which places he occasionally holds

among Generals commanding

divisions and corps. On the 11th

nt. It Is reported. General Kuropatkin

a meeting of Generals and warned

to be vigilant.

* •

Yet a third version of the romantic

»tory of the young Russian lady taken

prisoner recently In the Japanese lines.

The following Is the account of the

Chefoo correspondent of an American

" A romantic story develops round Miss

Corelle, the Russian war nurse, who Is

on her way to Japan. She refused to

t*'k. but a reliable authority says her

«W«re by the Chinese bandits who took
B« into the Japanese lines was part of

her »chetne to find her lover. The first

' «»ld that Miss Corel le bad volun-

tarily entered the Japanese lines. This

now seems to be Incorrect

"Miss Corelle. it is now said, was a

nurse during the Boxer revolution, and
won medals. During the war she was
wounded In the arm and received the

St. George Medal, because she continued

to work when her wound was dressed.

" She is a remarkably handsome woman
of 21 years of age. A young Russian

officer fell In love with the pretty young
nurse, who reciprocated his affection

This officer was among the missing and
it was believed he was wounded or a
prisoner among the Japanese. In order

to And him. It Is alleged Miss Corelle

strolled from the Russian camp and very

cheerfully allowed the Chinese bandits

to capture her.

" The next Btep in her scheme was to

become a Japanese prisoner or reach their

lines. The bandits. It Is asserted, allowed

her to communicate with the French Con-

sul at Newchwang, following which a

detail of Japanese soldiers reached their

camp, and Miss Corelle was taken to

Newchwang. She tried to secure permis-

sion to go to Japan and search for her

lover, but the Japanese gave her 24 hours

In which to leave the town, i

of being a spy.

" The French uonsul at Chefoo Is now
endeavouring to obtain permission for

Miss Corelle to nurse the wounded Rus-

sians In Japan."

This last version la Interesting, but we
have heard nothing of any such

slon being asked or obtained.

A Reuter's telegram dated the 15th In-

stant reads :—
Admiral Rohjestvensky 's squadron ar-

rived at An gra Pequena (on the west

coast of Namaqualand) on the 11th In-

stant, and Is reported to be coaling from
colliers.

Reuter's correspondent at Aden report*

that Admiral Foelkersahm's squadron is

still at JiouUl. awaiting the arrival of

the supplementary squadron under Ad-

A later message states that Admiral

Foelkeraahm's squadron has quitted

Jlbutll waters.
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Sunday, December \8tk.

rE steamer " Kinai-maru " arrived at

Mojl on Friday with ten Russians

taken prisoner at Port Arthur. Among

them were an army captain and a naval

who were captured at the 203-

Hill. The engineer was captured

in a small house at the base of the hill.

Ho had been concealed in the house when

the Russians retreated from the elevation

and he was surrounded by the Japanese

before he could follow. The prisoner

speaks English slightly, and during the

voyage he was Informed of the total de-

struction of the Port Arthur squadron, but

showed no surprise at the news. On tho

contrary he said the destruction of the

squadron did not matter at all. Russia

had plenty more war ships.

The Chefoo correspondent of the Asahi

wires that a snowstorm prevailed at that

port on Thursday night. On Friday after-

noon a two-mxsted boat having seven

Russians aboard, with blankets, provi-

sions, and letters, arrlvpd at Chefoo, ths

visitors immediately proceeding to the

Russian Consulate. The boat was from

Port Arthur and lu

and navy

General Kuropatkln, telegraphing on

the 20th ult., reports a daring deed ac-

complished by four volunteers of a Rus-

sian patrol on November 16th. While re-

connoitring the patrol discovered a Chi-

nese building occupied by twenty-flve

Japanese. Four riflemen volunteered to

blow up the r'i-0, and armed with

grenades loaded with pyroxylin, the rifle-

men succeeded In evading the sentries,

placed the grenades, and retired unde-

tected. A few minutes later the grenades

exploded and completely wrecked th*

building. When Japanese reinforcements

arrived they found all the occupants dead

or wounded among the ruins.

A correspondent, returning from the

front after being wounded at Llaoyang

and convalescing at Moscow, writes from

Irkutsk severely criticising the traffic ar-

rangements of the Siberian railroad. He
says that hospital trains after discharging

wounded at Moscow are returning to the

front absolutely empty, though the hos-

pitals both In the Held and at the base

urgently need medicine, bandages, and

surgical appliances, and the only excuse

for not sending them has been the alleged

lack of transportation facilities on the

railway. The correspondent says that

enough empty trains are going bark to the
1

front, not only to carry hospital material,

but that they could easily hasten the

arrival of reinforcements. The correspon-

dent describes the hospital arrangement*
at Irkutsk, Omsk, and Tscheliabinsk as

wholly Inadequate, while the frequent

transfer of tho wounded from train to

train entails unusual hardship. Alnio.-sl

all the suffering from the congestion of

traffic, it is added, is due to the a.lminls

tratlve Incapacity of railway

PORT AKTHL'R.

STOESSEL WRITES TO
THE JAPANESE COMMANDER.

The following dispatch from General

Nogl, commanding the Investing army at

Port Arthur, was published yesterday In

Tokyo :
—

General Stoessel, In command at

Port Arthur, has forwarded to me the

following dispatches In reference to our

Are against the stronghold :—
No, 2,495. Port Ahtiii r Stroxohou),

December 14th.

Sir,—I have the honour of Informing
you that your artillery is firing at our
hospitals. These institutions are dis-

tinctly marked with Red Cross flags,

which must be visible from the position
of your artillery.

I could desire that your forces conduct
the fight honourahly, and stop firing at

our hospitals If only out of respect for the
gallant men under my command, who are
not deserving of such treatment as being
slaughtered while lying on their beds in

the hospitals of the Red Cross. Among
the gallant men are also heroic wounded
Japanese soldiers.

I avail myself of this opportunity to
renew the assurances of my esteem.

(Signed) STOESSEL,
General in command of the
Kwangtung Fortifications.

H E. General Baron M. Nooi.
Commander of the Port Arthur

Investing Army.

The above letter reached the head-

quarters of the Army Corps at 8 o'clock on

the evening of the 15th. It was accom-

panied by the following :

—

Post Ahttur STRoxoitot-D,

December 15th. 1904.

Sir.—The bearer Is His Majesty's
Jagermelster Balashoff. tho chairman of

the committee of the Red Cross Society,

and I have commissioned him to negotiate
with you concerning arrangements for

placing hospitals out of danger during
attacks.

It goes without saying, however, that

your right to assure the success of
operations Is taken Into consideration.

(Signed) STOESSEL.
Commander of the Kwang-

tung Fortifications.

H E. General Nooi.
Commander of the Port Arthur

Investing Army.
On the back of the envelope of ths

letter was written In pencil that M.
Balashoff would appear at the same place

at 1 o'clock on the following afternoon,

the ICth, to receive a reply to this letter,

which reached the headquarters of ths

Army Corps at 8 o'clock on the night of

the 15th.

We sent Major Salto. a Staff officer of

the Army Corps, with the following let.

ter In answer to the above to Sanll-

chao. the appointed place, timed to reach

there by 1 o'clock on the afternoon of th*

16th. He was accompanied by Dr. A rigs

and Interpreter Kawazu.
Hr.ADQVABTEBS or THE I.NVE8TING AlMT,

December 16th.

Sir,— I have the honour to assure you
that the Japanese army, which fully re-

spects the laws of humanity and the

Treaties, has never, from the commence-
ment of the siege, fired its artillery with

deliberate aim at any house or ship hoist-

ing a Red Cross flag. But nevertheless,

it Is Impossible, from the position of our
artillery, to see the greater part of ths

Interior of the fortifications. As you are

aware, artillery shells do not necessarily

reach the point desired. I deeply regret

also, especially at the present time, that

owing to the long and gallant resistance

of your army the grooves of our guns

have somewhat deteriorated through con-

stant use so that I cannot assure you that

shells may not occasionally reach unex-

pected points.

I avail myself of this opportunity of

renewing the assurance of my respects.

(Signed) NOGI.
General in command of the Port

Arthur Investing Army.

H.E. General Stoehkeu
Commander of the Kwangtung

Fortifications.

The following is the substance of an In-

terview between the Commissioners of

both sides, who met at about 1.30 o'clock

on the afternoon of the 16th :
—

Enemy's Commissioner : The Japanese

have directed artillery Are at the house

on which the Red Cross flag is raised.

Our Commissioner : Such has i

been done.
Enemy's Commissioner : We request

you should refrain from firing at th?

whole of the new city of Port Arthur anJ

the north-eastern part of the old city.

Our Commissioner : We absolutely de

cline the request to limit the range of

our tire.

Enemy's Commissioner : I will hand

you a map with the positions of hospitals

marked, and hope that you will refrain

as far as Is practicable from firing upon

the places so marked.
Our Commissioner : I will see the map

The Russian commissioner was Bala-

shoff. and he promised to send the tn»P

on the 18th Instant.
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Tuesday, December

AREUTER'S telegram dated London,

the 18th Instant, reads -.—

The Russian Admiralty, apparently out

of deference to the popular agitation, has

begun preparations for fitting out the

third Baltic Squadron, consisting of four

battleships and one cruiser. All the ves-

sels are of comparatively small tonnage

and are regarded as nearly obsolete.

A Berlin message of the same date is as

follows :
—

Among the ofljclals at the Russian Ad-

miralty the belief is said to be prevalent

that the Baltic Fleet cannot now prevent

the fall of Port Arthur, and that It la pro-

bable the orders to the Fleet will be

countermanded.

POUT ARTHUR.

TORPEDO-BOAT ATTACKS.

JAPANESE OCCUPY IMPORTANT

FORT.

OFNCIAL

The following dispatches from Admiral

Togo on the torpedo attacks against the

battleship " Sevastopol " and other ves-

sels outside the harbour of Port Arthur

have been made public by the Naval Staff

at Headquarters, Tokyo :—
1—On the night of the 14th Instant,

our torpedo-boat flotillas in large force

carried out a daring attack on the Rus-

sian war-ships. The flotillas arrived out-

side the harbour ot Port Arthur at about

midnight, and the fighting flotilla, under

Lieutenant-Commander Uchida, and the

special torpedo-boat, under Sub-Lieute-

nant Yoko-o. first of all ventured close

to the anchorage of the Russian ships,

scouting. They carried out the attack

at 1 o'clock In the glare of the search-

lights and under the fire of the forts

One boat (Lieutenant Mltamura) re-

ceived a shell, and another (Lieutenant

Nakamura) was struck by four shells

which wounded three men. The flotillas

each decided its object of attack, and the
" A " flotilla (under Commander Kasama)

In the van first advanced for the purpose

of destroying the enemy's defence work**

and also with the object of diverting the

searchlight and fire of the enemy. Tlu>

four other flotillas, commanded by Lieut.-

Commanders JlnguJI. Otakl. Sekl. and

Kawase. followed, and closed with the

enemy, gallantly pressing the attack from

I to 4 o'clock. The " B " flotilla acted

with exceptional daring. Each boat of

this group drew close to the Russians,

discharged their torpedoes, and retired

one by one. One of the hoats received

•everal shells. Lieutenant Nakahorl,

commander, and five men were killed and

soother man was wounded, while the boat

Ittelf was disabled. A boat under Lieu-

tenant Nakahara, which followed the dis-

abled boat, gave

effecting her rescue In tow under a heavy

Are when the hawser was cut by a shell.

The towing boat also received a shell,

and one man was killed. Tinder the

severest Are the disabled boat began to

sink. The towing boat then took aboard

the survivors of the crew and abandoned

the vessel to Its faf. Other vessels were

struck by the Russians, one boat ( Lieute-

nant Shono) having one man killed and I

fivo wounded, while the boat Itself was
,

disabled, but returned with assistance I

The result of the attack Is unknown yet,

but many torpedoes were seen to explode.

According to the observations made from

the look-out on the following morning,

the bow of the " Sevastopol " was sunk

much deeper than on the previous day,

and her position does not now change

with wind or tide. Her head bears south-

east by south. As her anchorage is close

Inshore and the water Is shallow. It Is

Impossible to ascertain the extent ot her

damage. But I deeply appreciate the

gallant action ot our flotillas, which ac-

complished their work without the least

disorder, and I appreciate the skill with

which the hoaU rescued their comrades

and the courage of the officers and m-<n.

upon whom I rely.

2—On the night of the 15th. our

torpedo flotillas again attacked the

" Sevastopol," " Otvajny " and de-

stroyers, which were lying at the

base ot Chengtau Hill. The same
night the "A" flotilla ( Lleut.-Commander

Sekl) advanced towards the anchorage of

the Russians through a snowstorm,

rushed between the " Sevastopol " and the

destroyers, each boat discharging its

torpedoes against the " Sevastopol " and
the " Otvajny " at short distance. The
effect of the explosions was observed.

Our flotilla then engaged the Russian de-

stroyers In a range of about a hundred

metres, and Inflicted some damage. A
torpedo sent by the boat of Lleut.-Com-

raandcr Sekl was thought to have struck

one of the enemy's destroyers. During

this undaunted work of our flotillas, the

enemy's defensive Are was very severe,

but whether It was because the range was

too cIobo or not. to our surprise none of

our boats Buffered damage. The "B"
flotilla (Lleut.-Commander JlnguJI) sub-

sequently attacked the Russians and at

least three of a number of torpedoes sent

were observed to explode. The flotilla

drew off while engaging the enemy's

destroyers.

During this attack. Engineer Watanabe.

of the boat commanded by Lieut. JlnguJI.

was slightly wounded ; another boat

(Lieutenant Tamaoka) lost two men
killed anil one man wounded. Another

vessel (Lieutenant Yokochi), which was
undergoing repairs, on the receipt of the

order lo attack finished her repairs, and

Lieut -Commander Esoye, In command,
left the base later than the other boats,

and did not meet them. In consequence,

the boat drew very closo up to the "Seva-

a fierce attack, when

Lleut.-Commander Esoye was killed

the enemy's Are and one man
wounded. The boat returned to the base

In safety.

Thus our torpedo flotillas have made
repeated and determined attacks on suc-

lve nights and many torpedoes were

to strike the enemy's ships and
explode. It iB to be regretted that we
i-annot ascertain with precision the

damage done to the Russian ships. Ac-

cording to a report of the look-out to-day

(17th ?). a Russian destroyer with the

mast broken is observed to be stranded on

the beach, anil at low title her bottom

and propeller are visible above the water

The latest d!spak-h from Admiral Togo,

reaching the Headquarters on Sunday

afternoon. sayB :—It Is now beyond doubt

that the Russian war-ships sunk in tbe

harbour of Port Arthur are incapacitated

for future service. Although we have

reasons to conclude that the battleship

" Sevastopol.'' lying outside the harbour.

Is already disabled for navigation as the

result of our torpedo attacks, we are

not In a position to observe the actual

damage sustained nor to arrive at a posi-

tive conclusion as to the extent of the

damage. Investigations are being made

by all possible means to ascertain the

precise damage. It is certain that at

least six Ruslan destroyers still remain

at Port Arthur.

The following dispatch trom General

Nogl. Commander of the Port Arthur In-

vesting Army, reached the Imperial

Headquarters at Tokyo yesterday :
—

At 2.15 o'clock on the 18th. a

detachment of the Army Corps ef-

fected a powerful explosion against

the escarp of the north fort of

East Klkwan Hill and then made an

attack upon the fort. Desperate fight-

ing ensued. In which the enemy defended

with great courage, our attack being

deterred on account of the heavy Are

from the enemy's machine guns. At

about 7 o'clock Lieut-General Sameahlma.

with the Reserves, advanced In person

into the caponiere and cheered the

officers and men with words of encourage-

ment. The General placed his Reserves

in the flghting line, when a final charg.'

was made, and subsequently the fort was

carried at 11.50 p.m.

Immediately on occupying the fort we
threw up defence works, and hy thN
morning the occupation of the fort wa«
entirely secured. In retreating from the

bill the enemy blew up four mines Ir.

the proximity of the neck of the fort.

The Russians left five 9 cm. field plerp.-

and two machine guns In addition to

largo quanUty of ammunition, while 4>i

to 50 dead bodies were lying close to th'

lorl

Our casualties are not yet ascertained,

but are net expected to be very heavy.
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Wednesday, December list.

THE situation of the Port

ron Is described by a Naval Staff

officer In a dispatch to the Naval Staff

Headquarters, which has been published

at Tokyo. The officer says the

battleship " Peresvlet " Is lying 200

metres north-west of the extreme

of Tiger's Tall, her bow bearing

on N.E. by N At high tide the ship

la submcrgod to the torpedo-tube forward,

which Is above water, and to the stern-

walk aft, and she Is undoubtedly

grounded, having no list to either side.

The middle funnel is riddled with shot

The "Poltava" Is lying 200 metres north

of the extreme of the Tiger's Tail, with

her head bearing E.S.E. by E., and at

high tide she makes water to the stern

deck. She Is also touching bottom and

has no list. The " Retvlsan " is lying

100 metres to the east of the " Poltava,

'

her head bearing in the same direction,

but she is more deeply submerged. The

stern deck Is submerged and has a list

of 5 degrees to starboard. The " Pobleda "

Is lying 220 metres N.E. by E. off the

extreme end of the Tiger's Tall, with her

head bearing N.E. by N. and listing 20

degrees to starboard. The Btarboard

stern deck Is covered with water at high

tide. She Is evidently grounded. The
' Pallada " Is 100 metres E. by S. of the

" Pobleda," with bow bearing S.W, by S.

S degrees to port. She Is

bottom. The "Bayan" is

S.S.W. by W. of the

entrance to the dock, with her head bear-

ing E.N E. by E. and listing 25 degrees

to port. This vessel is also sunk as far

as she will go. The four battleships and

two cruisers mentioned are deserted, and

no boats are visible in their vicinity.

They are apparently abandoned as lost.

Intelligence reached Tokyo yesterday lo

the effect that the " Sevastopol " Is gra-

dually sinking lower. Her list to port had

Increased by about ten degrees on the

afternoon of the 19th Instant.

A dispatch from the Commander-in-

Chief of the Manchurian Army reaching

the Headquarters, Tokyo, says :
—

Between 8 30 and 11 o'clock on the

night of the 17th Instant the enemy ad-

vanced three times in succession to at-

tack our advance post in the vicinity of

Sa-.taol:ant7.e. and a?a!n between 1 and

2 o'clock they attacked our position at

Hi&flnngtun and the vicinity of East

Wasoko. but were repulsed on each occa-

sion. On the lSth instant the Russian

heavy artillery opened are at 2.30 o'clock

In the afternoon, directing the Ore to tin

neighbourhood of the railway bridge on
tho Shaho. They fired 80 rounds in all.

but no damage was done.

A Colonel and a number of other pri-

soners of war at Matsuyama, who have
been ordered removal to Shtzuoka, left

Matsuyama on Monday. A batch of tea

Russian officers and men left UJIna for

Matsuyama on the same day.

Lteut.-Commander Esoye, the leader of

the torpedo flotilla, who was killed in

the attack on the " Sevastopol " on Uh
night of the lath Instant, as reported by

Admiral Togo, met with a tragic death.

When the order to attack was issued to

the flotilla, the flag-boat of the Lleut.'-

nant-Commander was undergoing repairs,

but Esoye hurried the work and steame.l

full speed to the base, but he found th a

expedition had already left. Me then ob-

tained permission of the Admiral In coin

mand of the squadron to which his

flotilla belonged, and ventured to atu<k
tho Russian battleship singly. By the

time Esoye's boat arrived at the base jf

Chengtau Hill snow was falling so

thickly that noehlng could be seen, which
was of great advantage to the torpedo-

boat, as It enabled It to approach without

discovery, the Russian search-lights being

hardly effective through the snow. Esoye

advanced so close to the " Sevastopol

"

that the men on board could be heard

moving about. Esoye discharged one

torpedo, then drew closer and sent ano-

ther. All this was done under the heavy

lire of the " Sevastopol." Suddenly a

shell struck Baoye In the chest. Hli

body was cut In two. and the lower part

only remained on board. However, the

torpedoes bad evidently struck the Rus-

sian ship, as they were heard to explode,

upon which the torpedo crew cheered

loudly as they withdrew to safety wltb

the mangled remains of their commander
on board.

.\
News has reached the Foreign Office \n

Tokyo that the newly-appointed Com
mander of the Russian Third Army In

Manchuria arrived at Mukden on the

18th Instant.

A Japanese officer who has arrived at

Mojl from the Shaho, which he left on

the Uth instant, brings news that th>

cold is intense, the thermometer reading

about 24 degrees below zero. A steamer

which arrived at Moji on Monday repo-s

that it is now bitterly cold In the vicinity

of Port Arthur. Snow squalls oc-

cur daily. The bills in the Liaotung

psnlnsula as far as the eye can reach are

<apped with snow.

Information has reached the Foreign

Office iu Tokyo stating that according u>

reports In the London Press, warrant!
wer-i issued oa the 16th instant for the

arrest of two men concerned In the recent

sale of destroyers to the Russian Govern-

ment by the Yarrow Shipbuilding Yard.

The men are stated to be abroad.

A Reuter's dispatch dated the 19th in-

stant reads .

—

A portion of the Baltic Fleet has passed

Capetown, steaming eastward.

Admiral Birlleff has been appointed to

command the Third Russian Squadron,

which the Admiralty expects to sail for

the Far East on January 28th.

A later message Is as follows :—
The Third Squadron Is now hastily

fitting out at Reval. No attempt is being

male to thoroughly overhaul the vessels.

as the uumber of workmen available far

the task Is Insufficient.

THK BLOCKADE.

SEIZURE OF A BRITISH AND
RUSSIAN

News has reached Tokyo that at 3 30

o'clock on tho afternoon of Monday, th;

19th Instant, the British steamer " Nl-

gretla " was examined by the Japanese

cruiser "Tsushima" off Ulsan. Kore*

(north of Fusan), when It was discovered

that the vessel carried quantities of con-

traband, and was bound for Vladivostok

The steamer was therefore selxed and Is

now being brought to Saaeho. (The " Nl-

gretla" left Kobe for Mojl on the 2nd

instant.)

Report has also been received of th«

capture of another vessel. Acrordlng te

a Chefoo dispatch to the Atahi. a Russian

steamer, which had been taking shelter at

the base of Mantau Hill, outside Port

Arthur, together with the " Sevastopol
"

and " Otvajny," attempted to run th:

blockade for Chefoo on the night of the

19th. The steamer was soon discovered

and captured by the Japanese gun-boat

" Akagi."

/
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Thursday, December 22nd.

AN officer just arrived In Tokyo gives us

a glimpse of the scone before and

after the capture of the 203-metre hill.

He says this great capture has caused de-

spondency and disappointment to the

Russians. The hill was commanded by

a Colonel of Artillery, a man of great

courage and ability In defence, who con-

stantly embarrassed the Japanese with his

skilful tactics. The Colonel fought well

In co-operation with adjoining forts It

is stated that the hill was taken and re-

taken no less than nine times before it

was Anally captured on the 5th Inst, by

the Japanese. In this struggle both sides

suffered heavy losses. During the assault

on the 4th Inst, the Colonel in command
iu killed, and a naval Lieutenant took

his place at the head of the garrison.

Somehow, the co-operation of the ad-

Joining forts against the Japanese ceased

to be as effective aa before, and the de-

fence was overcome. Upon this the Rus-

sians abandoned Akasaka, Jikujl. and

other hills to the south, and retreated,

when the fighting was confined to oc-

casional exchanges of rifle fire. There

were no more counter-attacks from the

Russian side, and gradually all intention

of recovering the 203-metre hill was

abandoned by the Russians as other

positions were lost. Having left about a

thousand killed on the scene of the last

asperate fight, on the 6th Inst, a Rus-

lian Staff officer with four men, the party

bearing the white flag, appeared between

North Tayanku fort and Itxe Hill, and

requested an Interview with a Staff

Officer of a certain Japanese division, the

interview to take place at 3 p.m. on the

following day at the Infantry sentry line

south of Sulshuylng. The Japanese com-

mander agreeing, on the following day

both sides met, when the Russian officer

Mked to be allowed to collect the bodies

of those killed and left on the field of

battle. But the Russians had refused a

•Imllar request of the Japanese after a

light at Sunshu Hill, the Russians fearing

that the Japanese would seize the op-

portunity of spying out the Inner defences

of Sunshu fort The Russians therefore

met with a similar refusal at the base of

Ifl3-metre hill. The officer at Tokyo says

the position of the contending forces at

certain points Is now no further apart

than from fifty to a hundred yards.

•

Lieutenant-General Nakamura. who at-

tacked the Sungshushan fort at the head

of an assaulting party and was wounded,

returned to Tokyo on the 18th Instant.

According to the Japan Timet, the gal-

lant officer was received at Shimbashl

Station by a brilliant gathering, Including

the representatives of T.I.H. Princess

Kaae and Prince Fushlml. Jr., aa well as

General Visconnl Sakuma, Viscount

Sagawa. Major-General Murata, Major-

General Nagaoka and many other military

officers The Qeneral's wife and many
of bis relatives were also present. The

officer was at once conveyed to his resi-

dence at Klolcho, Koji machl, amid the

enthusiastic cries of " Banzai " from the

crowd of spectators who lined the streets.

•
* •

It Is stated that the name of the Rus-

sian steamer which attempted to run the

blockade of Port Arthur and. as was re-

ported yesterday, was captured by the

Japanese. Is the " King Arthur."

•

The Russians are apparently experienc-

ing difficulty In disposing of their killed

and wounded at Port Arthur. Recently a

Japanese war-ship examined a Junk
leaving Port Arthur and found 49 Russian

dead on board.

The Russian officer who recently arrived

at Chefoo from Port Arthur with others

is the second in command of the
" Poltava." A dispatch to Tokyo says that

the officer In question alleges that the
" Peresvlet." " Poltava," " Retvlsan."
" Pallada," " Pobleda," and "Bayan" ware

not sunk by the Japanese fire, but by the

Russians themselves, with the Intention

of raising them when the opportunity

permits.

A Tokyo dispatch states that the fight-

ing preceding the occupation of the north

fort of East Kelkwan was of the most

desperate character, as will be gathered

from the special article describing the

event In another column. The Japanese

casualties were about 400 in killed and

wounded, but the Russians killed between

2 and 7 o'clock of that day were removed

by their comrades, so that their casualties

are unknown. They are, however, sup-

posed to be vary heavy, because when the

great explosion took place on the escarp-

ment of the fort at 2.15 o'clock In the

afternoon, over 500 men went to the Rus-

sians' assistance from adjoining forts.

•

• •

The right wing of the Investing army

has lately taken another new point. This

is called Kotei Hill, and la situated about

eleven hundred yards south-east of the

203-metre hill. A temporary hillock was
constructed on the hill, which was carried

on the 17th Instant by the Japanese after

a very determined attack, another eleva-

tion close to the hill being taken at the

same time. From this elevation a full

view of the new city can be had between

the hills of Sl-Tayang Ku and Pel-

Tayang-ku. Since these positions have
been lost, the Russians have directed very

heavy fire upon the Japanese from the

forts of Tayang-ku. but this was checked

by the Japanese fire from the 203-metre
Hill.

A Keuwr s telegram dated the 20th in-

stant states that four colliers for the

Baltic Fleet have arrived at I/orenzo Mar-

ques.

•

According to a Berlin telegram or the

same date, a brigade of sharpshooters Is

being mobilised at Odessa for service at

the front.

PORT ARTHUR.

THE ATTACK ON KEIKWAN HILL.

The following vivid and well-written

account of dangerous operations carried

out by a detachment of the Port Arthur

attacking forces is supplied to us by a

Japanese correspondent. The article was

written about the 6th Instant, and has

been duly passed by the authorities at

Tokyo. The day previously, 203jmetre

hill had been taken by the Japanese, and

as our correspondent wrote. "This means

the complete destruction of the Russian

fleet In the port in the near future. We
can now see every corner of the harbour."

The following account of the attack on

Kelkwan Hill was given to our contributor

by a Captain who took part In the stirring

events there related :—
Well, the fortress which was the object

of our company in the recent assault was

the northern fort of the Eastern Kelkwan

Hill. Our camp was about 800 yards

from the enemy, on the slope of a small

hill which was Just protected from the

view of the Russians by Its miniature

crest between us. From this position

several zigzag passages, each about seve-

ral hundred yards long, had been ex-

cavated towards the fortress, through

which passages we could approach with

comparative safety to within a hundred

yards of the Russians. Beyond this line

we had to dig an underground passage,

and commenced the work forthwith.

Towards the end of October, when w«
came quite close to the base of the fortress,

we began to hear some clicking sounds pro-

ceeding from underground, evidently from
the enemy digging a counter underground
passage towards us. Now the engineering

work became one of the most dangerous
character, as the diggers might be blown
up any moment If the Russians succeeded

In coming below us. This critical moment
at last arrived on the 25th. when a fear

ful detonation burst open the ground
and entombed our brave engineers. But
fortunately for us the enemy got mor<»

'ban they had bargained for. In a
corner of the huge rent made by th»

explosion, there appeared what looked like

a small part of a cemented wall. Wo at

once Judged that this was the outer wall

of the enemy's caponnlere. a hidden
casemate on this side of the ditch of the

fortress. This discovery was Just what
we wanted. The same night we succeeded

In fixing a large quantity of explosives

against this part. Wires were duly con-

nected, and the moment the electric cur-
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earth and

sent through them, a rending

accompanied by a shower of

its destruc-

Our men rushed to the spot, and
finding a rent in the wall bravely crept

In one after another Into a dark compart-

ment which was not more than a few

yards square. And what do you think

happened next ? A moment later this

compartment was turned into a veritable

trap for us. Our explosion had occurred

Just between the two adjoining casemates

at their partition wall, thus making two

holes in the outer wall, one into each

compartment. The enemy at once utilised

this other hole, and the bullets began to

sweep across our only avenue of escape,

while bombs were thrown amongst our

men from tbe windows overhead on the

other side of the room. Only a few managed

to escape from this dungeon to tell the tale

of the terrible execution done. Our next

was to fill up this other hole. Our

brought some quantity of

far as our part

force ended.

After that our work consisted In the

capture of the adjoining rooms in the

caponniere. The partition walls were

invariably from two to three yards thick,

and the rooms were each connected by a

small door to the next. The size of

rooms varied, but they were all small

It. But the enemy would as fast drag

them Into their room as we managed to

place them. Finding this means unsuc-

cessful, we opened a tunnel to another

part of the caponniere to our left, and

through a hole made In the wall by the

explosion we threw In a quantity of

oil. By the help of a bomb they

were Ignited. Our idea was to compel the

enemy to retreat from the above men-

tioned adjoining room by suffocation.

But contrary to our expectation, no matter

what amount of straw was added to the

fire, tbe enemy seemed to be utterly un-

concerned about It and continued to shoot

from the hole. No doubt there were more

partition walls between them and the fire.

No other means occurred to prevent the

enemy from throwing In the bombs.

While they were thus occupied the en-

trance was considerably widened by the

vigorous use of hammers. Some sand

bags having also arrived In tbe meantime,

our initial step In tbe occupation of the

fort was at last completed. In

of this room near the floor,

we found an uncemenced part In the

wall, which was used by the enemy In

making an underground counter move

against us by digging a tunnel into tbe

outside of the caponniere. Here were

also found about ten different coloured

wires evidently connected with mines

laid somewhere outside. These we hastily

cut off.

Now we were enabled to make a better

survey of the construction of the fort

This was the right corner room of the

central caponniere, the windows of which

opened Into the ditch, which was more

than ten yards wide, and beyond which

loomed the main fort. To venture out

into the ditch was certain death, as every

of it could be swept with the

is from the adjoining case-

mates, which at both extremes of the

central caponniere stretched out into two

wings at an obtuse angle. Besides, there

were other minor forts in the neighbour-

hood, which !n a straight line looked

down upon every angle of the ditch, and

left not a single dead comer. To capture

the fortress we must scale the main fort I of the passage and also in the digging

beyond the ditch. But this was almost out of a hole In the fort at the other

an Impossibility on the face of It. and end. The work was progressing
here the general assault of October, so aD iy when the 26th of November <

day of the last general assault. I

we had bad a few more days for deepen-

ing the hole, but the conditions of the.

other forts necessitated our taking part

in the general movement simultaneously.

On the 26th we placed a considerable

quantity of explosives Into this hole and

exploded them. The result was tremendous,

except one or two. and t'bey numbered ten Tne fragments of rocks flew to a distant*

of some four hundred yards back Into our

line. A part of the fort crumbled down,

which gave an excellent footing to our

assaulting party In scaling it, and this ad-

vantage we at once proceeded to take.

But even before wo could lay our hands

on the half-broken stones, there came a

shower of bullets from all directions,

intermingled with bombs thrown from

above. As the scaling could be done only

by a few at the same time, we naturally

had to wait our turn on the bed of tbe

ditch. Here many of us were already

down, tbe bombs from above doing tlw

moat horrible execution by rending and

tearing open the heads and bodies of our

brave soldiers. We all of us with drawa

swords or fixed bayonets had to look up

and watch sharply the direction of fall-

ing bombs so as to pitch them away again

from us as soon as they touched tat

ground, before the fuse had time to bura

into the shells. Then one by one, we.

the surviving ones, succeeded in climbing

In all In the front or central row. These wo

succeeded In taking one by one, some

after considerable difficulty, except the

last one. whicb gave us great trouble.

Now the 2fith of November, the day of the

last general assault, was drawing near,

and we redoubled our energy. The

entrance to this last dark room from ours

was blocked by a pile of our sand bagu,

from above which we continually fired

Into the enemy, who In their turn fired at

us from the first room of tbe left wing

that adjoins this large one, which last

neither of us could enter, as the bullets

from both sides striking against the

walls hissed and whizzed around in all

conceivable directions. You ask mc how
we took it ? Well it was this way. We
brought a ladder and a plank of wood

Placing them above our fence horizontally

with a slight decline towards the enemy,

we caused a quantity of sand bags to

slide over them and drop some distance

In front of us. By a careful adjustment

of the planks, we soon formed another

fence In front of us. to which we at once up to the top of the fort, of which num-

advanced. We repeated this process seve-

ral times, and at last, without the loss of a

single life, we were enabled to reach and

block up the opposite wall of the room.

Here in this room we made some further

Important discoveries as to the plan and

construction of tbe fort, the details of

which I need not enter Into now. What
was of Immediate use to us was a big

iron door which opened into the ditch. We
determined to construct a passage from

this door to the foot of the Inner fort

across the bed of the ditch. Although

the distance was not more than a dozen

yards in ail. It Involved great risk, for

when at last, on the completion of the

necessary preparations, we opened the

door, there was a perfect hall of lead and

shells all concentrated into one spot in

front of us, the effect of which was fur-

ther enhanced by the additional bursting

of bombs thrown from above the fort in

the midst of us. In the deafening

sound and blinding flashes we could

neither see nor hear anything distinctly.

All was fire and lightning. It would

have been nothing short of madness to

venture out into such an inferno. As we

were safe In the casemate. I ordered my

her 1 was also a fortunate one. Another

shower of bullets awaited us on tbe top,

but, nothing daunted, we pressed on tad

began to Jump down on the other side of

the fort. It was the most exciting

moment. But. alas, none of those brave

soldiers, once hidden on the other sid<

of the fort, ever came back to us to teti

the tale of what they saw or met wits

there. Every one of them vanished for

It were, into the Jaws of this

fort. It was just then that as I

my head above tbe edge, shouting

aloud to my men to follow, I was hit ii

the upper jaw. I pulled back my heal

almost by instinct. The bullet entered

my mouth from tho front, and I felt tbe

back of my head with my hand, but to my
surprise there was no wound there. Thea

the blood began to rush out from both aj
cheeks and mouth. The bullet had passed

through my cheeks from right to left. I

bandaged the wound hastily. Finding tn«

use of my tongue gone, and being followed

only by a few surviving men. I retreated

to a hollow In the fort with them. In the

meantime another batch of men advanced

to our right from our base and from

men to lie down and have a nap. leaving above ,ne roof of the csponnlere jumped

the enemy to do whatever they liked out-

side. About two hours later, when I

railed out to the men to rise, and before

they knew where they were. I made them
carry the sand bags at hand outside

the door, which they did in such a shot i

time that the enemy was not able

to do much damage to us. After that

in tbe

down into the ditch. Here they were

more unprotected than we, and were met

with the most merciless fire from ta«

enemy. As after that 1 was taken to a

field hospital for treatment. I do not

know more of the late general assault

than you all do. But before long I hops

to be able to rejoin the besiegers and dl»-

charge my duties to better result
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THE CAPTURE OF THE
«' NIGRETIA."

PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS IN

SHANGHAI.

The news of the capture of the British

steamer " Nlgretla" will be no surprise to

residents of Shanghai, for we learn from

the Shanghai papers to hand yesterday

that on arriving In Shanghai from Kobe
Captain Harrison of the "Nlgretla" In

formed bis ship's company that the

destination of the vessel with Its cargo of

cases of kerosene oil was to be Vladivos-

tok. Thereupon the entire white crew.

Including the deck and engine-room

officers, declared that they would proceed

no further. They had signed on the arti-

cles on December 16th. 1903. nearly two

months before the outbreak of the war.

and they bad not contemplated the risk

of entering the port of a belligerent

Power. They conceded that there was no

actual blockade of Vladivostok yet pro-

claimed, but protested that the entrance

to the harbour was ao dangerous from
floating and uncharted mines that they

were Justified In refusing to risk their

lives in attempting to enter It Other

objections were raised but only inciden-

tally, and It was not seriously contended

that the "Nlgretla" was carrying cargo

other than that which appeared In her

band.

'

The men were brought before H.B.M.'s

Police Court, and Mr. Douglas decided

that the men must go to Vladivostok.

On this the A'.-C Daily Netci remarks

that sympathy would undoubtedly go out

to the men who had been ordered to take

exceptional risks for which they did not

bargain. " They are brave men probably,

as sailors Indeed must be, but they have

wives and families to think of too. From
their attitude In Court we gathered thai

several will prefer Imprisonment to pro-

ceeding on so dangerous a voyage.

Though the decision may b« strictly de-

fended In law. It Is distinctly against the

equity of the case, for It has been un-

happily proved by experience that the

perils from mines in the neighbourhood

of Vladivostok have not been exagger-

ated
"

A paragraph appeared on the following

day to the effect that In spite of the decl-

slon In his ravour in H.B.M.'S Police Court,

the Captain of the "Nlgretla" did not

compel his unwilling officers and crew to

accompany him to Vladivostok. Eleven

men were paid off before the sailing of

the vessel. It la quite easy to get a com-
plement In Shanghai for an adventurous

trip such as this, and the aid of the Court

was Invoked apparently only for the pro-

tection of the master.

News has reached Tokyo that It Is be-

lieved the " Nlgretla " had on board some
of the officers of the Russian cruiser
" Askold."

Friday, Decernher 2W.

i DMIRAL TOOO. In a dispatch which
A received yesterday, reports that he has

made a personal Inspection of the situa-

tion outside the harbour at Port Arthur.

The Admiral finds that the " Sevastopol
"

Is now lying in shallow water about four

hundred yards from the beach at the base

of Chengtau Hill. The crew had done

their best to keep the battleship free of

water, but Admiral Togo reports that she

has a list of at least ten degrees, with her

bow a little depressed, and concludes that

the vessel has lost all navigable and fight-

ing capacity.

•
• •

The 0«o*a Mainichi gives the following

is the casualties sustained by " a certain

battalion " which achieved great results

it Port Arthur on the 18th Inat. In the

rapture of one of the Kelkwan forts :
—

Killed—Ensign Takai ; severely wounded

-Ensign Uyeda and Sergeant-Major

Nlshikawa ;
slightly wounded—Captain

agal ; killed

and file, 200.

Sixty-two officers and 73 men of the

prisoners of war who are being trans-

ferred from Matsuyama to Shlzuoka ar-

rived at the latter place on Wednesday.

The Thirtieth Regiment at Shlzuoka pre-

sented a number of boxes of oranges to

the Russians.

•
• •

This grim story' of the war Is quoted

^y the Manchester Guardian from a Sibe-

rian paper :
—

A Russian regiment was surprised by a

J»p*nese ambuscade and lost 2.000 killed.

°f one company every man was killed or

funded, only the captain and two other

being able to get

end came the captain, though wounded

went off by himself. One of his friends,

alarmed at this, went to look for him. He
found him on the battle-field seated on a

large stone. He had dragged to the spot

the bodies of the men who once formed

lus company, and had arranged them in

the ranks they filled when alive. When
he recognised his friend he called out to

him to shoot him for his cowardice in

being alive when all his men were dead.

Then, losing his reason altogether, he

harangued his dead men, calling upon

them to follow him and promising them

victory. When they did not follow him
he reproached them, but affectionately,

addressing them by their names. He hail

at last to be removed by force, and U
now In the lunatic asylum at Harbin.

The question of the advisability of re-

inforcing Vice- Admiral Rohjestvensky's

Squadron with the Black Sea Fleet was

again opened by some of the St. Peters-

burg papers, notably the S'ovoe Vremya,

at the beginning of the month, when the

parlous condition of the Port Arthur fleet

began to be manifest. The Xovoc Vremyc

pointed out that with the addition of the

Black Sea vessels, Rohjeatvensky would

have a superiority which would Insure

victory over Admiral Togo's fleet. The

Journal called attention to the fact that

Japan was not one of the signatories of

the Treaty closing th'j Dardanelles, and

asserted that If Japan hau the power she

might forro an entrance Into the Black

Sea and engage the Russian fleet. Con-

versely, the paper continues, with the con-

sent of the Porte there is nothing In the

Treaty to prevent the exit of tbe Black

Sea fleet to light some Power which is In

no wise Involved In the Treaty. It Is

that Great Britain la the only
Power which would attempt to make
trouble over the juncture of the two fleets.

The project, says a correspondent, was
warmly advocated by some of the officers

of the Admiralty before the war, but It

never was sanctioned, and the Admiralty
does not admit that the subject has been
revived. Neither does the Foreign OUce
admit that any pressure is being exercUed
to secure the consent of the Porte for the

passage of the Dardanelles by the Black
Sea

A Reuter's telegram dated the 21st In-

stant reads :
—

The papers are publishing a variety of

reports from Hull. It la said that secret

agents, supposed to be acting In the in-

terests of Russia, have been endeavouring
to bribe the fishermen to swear that there

were torpedo-boats among the trawlers

when the Baltic Squadron flred upon
them.

THE SITUATION ON THE
8HAHO.

The following dispatch from Marshal
Oyama has been published by the War
Office :—

" At 5 o'clock In tbe afternoon of the

19th Instant, the Russian artillery east of

Tungshan shelled the proximity of

"At 1 o'clock on the morning of the

20th, a body of Russian infantry ad-

vanced to attack South Hengyurokuho,

and at 4 o'clock on the same morning
another body attacked our position at

Tashlpo. but both attacks were repulsed.

" At about the same time the Russian*
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also attacked Klnshantun and Hellingtun,

and the vicinity of Kochl. The fighting

near Klneh&ntun lasted for about an hour,

and the enemy In every direction was re-

pulsed. We suffered no loss."

THE ATTACK ON KEIKWAN
HILL.

THOPHIES FOR THE JAPANESE.

The following IM of the trophies which

were captured by the Japanese at the

northern fort of East Kelkwan HIH. when
that fort was tawen recently, has been

received by the War Office :
—

5 8.7 cm quick-firing field-pieeea.

2 47 mm. quick-firers, of which one can

be used.

2 24-mm. quick-firers, of which one can

be used.

4 machine guns, of which all can be used.

1«] rifi.s.

461 rounds artillery ammunition.
350 rounds 47 mm. ammunition.
240 rounds 24-mm. ammunition.
1,150 rounds machine gun ammunition.
15,000 rounds rifle cartridges.

80 bombs.

9 starlight bombs.

All the ammunition mentioned can be
used.

6 cases of powder.

1.G00 pieces of timber.

120 pieces of square timber.

750 sandbags.

8 piece* and 170 packages of clothing and
other sundry goods.

PORT ARTHUR.

CONDITION OF THE " SEVASTOPOL."

The following dispatches from Admiral
Togo reached Tokyo yesterday :

—

side the harbour of Port Arthur, and find

that the ' Sevastopol.' which was attacked

by our torpedo flotillas, is lying In shallow

water about 400 metres from the beach at

the base of Chengtau Hill. The crew have

done their best In pumping out the water,

but the ship has now a list of at least ten

degrees with her bow a little depressed.

I'nder present circumstances at Port

Arthur. It Is hopeless to effect any repair

of her damages and I positively conclude

that the ' Sevastopol ' is no longer capable

of fighting or of navigation. A destroyer

Is observed to be sunk as the result of

our torpedo attacks.

" According to a trustworthy Russian

who has been captured, In the torpedo

attacks carried out since the nth instant

eight torpedoes struck the torpedo net of

the • Sevastopol ' and at least one struck

her hull. The latter seems to have struck

on the night of the 15th, for early on the

morning of the following d«y the crew

was observed to be hurriedly engaged In

sonic work, while hawsers connected the

ship with the shore. The torpedo hit the

• Sevastopol ' aft on the port aide, and

that part where the plates are rlvetted Is

damaged to the extent of about eight feet

The bow Is now bearing towards the

open sea. and the stern Is aground. The

ship Is Hated so heavily to port that th«

main deck Is almost flush with the water,

the porthole* on the 'tween deck are

submerged to within a few feet of the

rudder. A torpedo-boat Is fastened by

a painter to the stern and a pumping boat

and a boat apparently used for mine-

laying are also at the stem to port, and

they are hard at work pumping out the

water. But it will not be possible to

lighten the ship to make her capable of

navigation. On the night of the 15th a

destroyer received a torpedo In the bow

and is now stranded on the shore. No
torpedo net Is fixed to the ' Sevastopol

'

herself. A lower yard is floated acrost

the bow from which the net is hanging,

aud about 30 to 40 feet ahead are heavy

booms to prevent attack. These tlmljere

are about three feet square, and are tied

with steel rope, and a torpedo-net Is al*o

hung from the booms. Poles are fixed it

cither end of the timber."

A dispatch from the Investing Army hm
also been published. It says :

—
"At about 5 o'clock this morning (22nd)

the right wing, taking advantage of a

panic among the enemy, assaulted his

position on the eminence north of the

village of Ko-Sanyoto and carried It.

Subsequently at 7 o'clock we drove the

enemy from an elevation west of the posi-

tion Just taken and occupied the place,

wtiere the Russians left a small gun.

Shortly after the enemy made a counter

attack, which was at once repulsed. The

occupation of the elevation Is now

secured."

Saturday, December 2\th.

A DISPATCH from Newcbwang statesA that on the night of the 10th Instant

the Japanese troops facing the Erhlung-

shan fort were surprised to find a letter

suddenly thrown Into their camp. The

missive, which was accompanied by a sum

of 10 roubles In Russian currency, stated

that the sender. Brekovoi, who was among

the Russians at the above fort, would be

greatly obliged If the Japanese would

kindly send on his behalf a telegram to

his mother, who lives In the Crimea,

stating that he was still well. The letier

was at once conveyed to General Raron

Nogi. Commander of the Investing Army,

who Immediately requested the Japanese

authorities at Newchwang to transmit the

telegram on behalf of the Russian soldier.

The request was accordingly complied

with, a shortage in the telegraphic

charges being paid by the Japanese autho-

rities.

A destroyer which Is now being built

at Yokosuka was launched on the 7th

Instant and named the " Arlake." Two
built at Kuro will

probably be launched In a fortnight, and

named the " Fubukl " and " Arare."

A Reuter's dispatch dated London, the

22nd Instant, reads :
—

According to the newspapers, it has

been ascertained lhat the secret agents

mentioned In yesterday's message as sup

poised to be acting In the interests of

Russia are two English se-ifaririK men of

the better class named Walsh and

Beckett. Those men. when Interviewed,

admitted that they were in tho Russian

employ, and had got four statements from

Hull fishermen ooaflrmtajl the reports

that there were torpedo-boats among the

trawling fleet at the time of the attack

by the Baltic Squadron In the North S-a.

These statements had hern signed before

the Russian Consul at Hull. The men de-

nied that they had resorted to bribery to

obtain these statements ; they had only

compensated their Informants for loss of

THE RED CROSS AT PORT
ARTHUR.

[nv rnwtx emkhsox. jk.1

The Russian Consul at Hull, who is an

Englishman. Interviewed. Bald be antl

cipated that an official statement would

be issued shortly, and It was only his

duty to take the statements laid before

General Stoossol's repeated protests on

behalf of the Red Cross Hospitals at Port

Arthur, w hich have had to suffer from the

bombardment of the Japanese, at first

blush appear to be well founded.

All the hospitals In Port Arthur, with

the exception of two small field lazaretto-*

which lie In exceptionally well-eheltereil

positions, have throughout suffered more

or less from stray shells. As early a*

September General Halashoff. the dire tor

of the Red CrosB work in Port Arthur,

voiced the same complaints to me against

ttn a!li'4"il r'.ithlessness of the Japanese

that he afterwards expressed in tb«

rormal manifesto brought to Cbefoo by

ihe " Rastoropny " and in the protest

which he verbally expressed through

Major Saltoof to General Nogl's staff dur-

ing one of the white flag interviews is

the middle of December.

General BalashoR on the last day of

September pointed out to me the damage

done by a Japanese shell to the roof of the

largest Red Cross Hospital In Port

Arthur. He also pointed out two lar«f
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breaches knocked Into the strong wall

enclosing the hospital grounds by plung-

ing projectiles that had dropped over the

hospital. Before this time he had become

so alarmed for the safety of the hospital

patlenta that he had constructed a Ions

tunnel for bomb-proof wards underground,

but the arrangements there were neces-

sarily so primitive and Insalubrious thai

no patients had as yet been moved from

the threatened hospital.

On that occasion General Balashoff. who
Impressed me as a highly excitable old

gentleman, gave free vent to his Indigna-

tion against the Japanese and what he

termed " their ruthless savagery." As
General Balashoff expressed himself both

tn French and German with equal

fluency, addressing his remarks first In

French to my French companion and

afterward* in German to me. there was

no mistaking his words. He pointed to

the high gable of the roof where flew a

Red Cross flag measuring apparently six

feet square and exclaimed :
" Can any-

body miss seeing that flag T
"

I ventured to suggest to him that a

larger flag would be seen farther and that

two light coloured chimneys on the roof

might have the effect of obscuring the

General Balashoff, however, was firmly

convinced that the shots which struck

the hospital had been deliberately aimed

at It. He was strengthened In this

opinion by the fact that several shots

likewise had struck various parts of bis

Red Cross headquarters, near by a former

Chinese temple on the roofs of which

various Red Cross flags were prominently

displayed. One of the shots early In the

autumn had entered the stables where the

ambulance horses were kept, killing

several of them, ao that all the horses

had to be removed to bomb-proof shelters

unicrground. where I saw them.

Standing on the roof of his improvise.;

machine shop General Balashoff pointed

out to me no less than seven spots within

the precincts of the Red Cross headquarters

where Japanese projectiles or fragments

of shells had done visible damage. I

picked up one piece of shell for a souvenir.

General Balashoff. learning of our im-

pending departure from Port Arthur, re-

quested my French friend and me to

carry a formidable-looking document in

which he had embodied his grievances

on behalf of the Russian Red Cross

Society at Port Arthur against the Japan-

ese. As we were not dispatch bearers and

for other obvious reasons we begged to

be excused.

One day afterwards, when the Junk In

which we had left Port Arthur had been

captured by the Japanese, and we our-

selves had been taken to General Nogi'a

headquarters before Port Arthur, we met

Majors Saito and Yamaoka of General

Nogl's staff, the two officers who were

selected to serve as parllamentaires dur-

ing the white flag interviews that oc-

curred before this time and afterwards.

In conversation with these officers we
told them of the complaints concerning

their artillery practice made by General

Balashoff. Major Yamaoka denied em-

phatically that any Japanese gunners had

ever knowingly fired In the direction of

any Red Cross flag. He asked us to de-

scribe to him the exact locality of the

Russian Red Cross Hospital in Port

Arthur. Our description seemed to

bewilder him. At last he called for a
staff map giving a complete plan of the

city with all its streets and prominent
buildings. On this map I marked the

location of the hospital and of the head-
quarters of the Red Cross Society with a
red pencil.

" The building you have Indicated." said

Major Yamaoka. " is marked on our map
as Alexeieff's Government House. If It

can be seen from any of our positions and
If the Red Cross flag can be discerned on
it. you may rest assured that the proper
orders will be Issued to the proper
officers to prevent the repetition of such
a mistake."

Major Yamaoka then told us of a
number of Instances where the Russians
had failed to resp»ct Japanese Red Cross
flags, and other shocking Instances of the

maltreatment of Japanese wounded men
by Russians. Similar stories about the

Japanese had been told to us by the

Russians.

I remembered, for Instance, the In-

dignation of Count von Lerche. the chief

of the first Red Cross train formerly

running between Harbin and Port Arthur,

whom I had mot several months before

at Mukden. This gentleman claimed that

all the Russian Red Cross trains had been

fired upon by the Japanese. In corrobora-

tion of this he showed me the bullet

marks on the steel-plated sides of the

passenger cars that made up the last train

that ran out of Port Arthur. This train,

he said, had carried a number of invalids

and wounded men from the early naval

bombardments and injured survivors from

the " Petropavlovsk " disaster. By his

orders, he said, Red Cross flags had been

hoisted over the cars that carried the

sick men. Yet this had not hindered the

Japanese forces In the field from lustily

firing on the train. Several of the Invalids

In the upper berths had thus received ad-

ditional Injuries. More would have been

wounded had they not crouched down on

the floor of the cars where they were

sheltered by the steel sheethlng outside.

The train only escaped capture, added

Count von Lerche. thanks to its plucky

engine driver who made a run for it

under a hail of Japanese bullets.

This was the famous train. I have

reason to think, which Is believed by many
Japanese to have facilitated Admiral

Alexeieff's ignominious flight from Port

Arthur. Ab a matter of fact the Viceroy's

palatial train preceded this last train by

more than twenty-four hours. One of

the railway officers who served on It,

when I asked him about the matter at

Mukden, scoffed at the notion that a Red

Cross flan had even been hoisted over

It. There had not even been an occasion

for such an expedient, he said, as they had

not seen a sign of the enemy from one

end of the run to the other.

To return to the Red Cross hospital

at Port Arthur. The big new brick build-

ing, which was originally Intended for

an Administrative Mansion, stands on a

rather conspicuous eminence a short dis-

tance beyond the dwelling houses of

General Stoessel, Admiral Ukhtomsky,
General Smirnoff and the quarters of the
General Staff. The building is so large
and stands so exposed near the batteries

mounted on the crest of Pehyushan over-
looking the old Chinese city, that It Is

no wonder that It Is struck by stray
shells. What most surprised me about It

was that a number of workmen were still

engaged In building operations on It.

They were finishing a new wing, and
others were laying out garden plot* on the
grounds around it

The hospital has three stories with a
capacity of some eight hundred beds. Its
large halls and wide stone stairways ap-
peared to me admirably adapted for hos-
pital purposes. The main ward Is on
the second floor. At the time when I was
shown over It by General Balashoff there
were not more than 1G0 patients in this
ward. Long rows of beds stood empty.
In a smaller ward were some Japanese
patients, said to number C5 In all. Of
these invalids I caught stray glimpses
only through an open door. I asked Gene-
ral Balashoff whether I might see the
Japanese Invalids and Bpeak with them,
but he did not answer me, so I Inferred
that he did not wish to grant my request
for reasons best known to himself. I may
have been mistaken in this though, since

General Balashoff Is very deaf and may
not have beard the remark I shouted tn

his ear.

In other private wards were some of

the more serious cases and the wounded
officers, among whom were said to be two
Japanese naval officers. 1 asked for the
names of these officers, but the RusMan
surgeon who attended us said they were
too hard to pronounce. Besides the
officers there were several cases of sick

women, one of whom had Jubi given birth

to a child. Most of the

women. Those with whom I i

of an uncommonly attractive and
type. General Balashoff afterwards told

me they were the wives of officers.

Besides the large Red Cross hospital

there Is a smaller one in a remote
section of the old city In which
was formerly a Chinese theatre. Another
Red Cross hospital, which was
to be unfinished, is in

new city. Besides these there are the

regular field hospitals of the Sanitary
Corps of the army. These hospitals,

some of which were established close to

the firing lines. I was told, were always
filled with emergency cases. Owing to

their exposed positions It was Impossible

in many instances to remove their most
serious cases to the base hospitals.

On the water front is the Marine Hos-
pital with a capacity of more than five

hundred beds. The wounded and sick

sailors are first also attended to in the

hospital ships riding at anchor in the

harbour. The largest of these is the

great Red Cross floating hospital

"Angora." a three-funnelled white

steamer having huge red crosses painted

amidships and on Its central

formerly the
" Amur."
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Sunday, December 25th.

\ SASEHO dispatch states that theA steamer " King Arthnr," which was re-

cently captured by the gun-boat " Akagl,"

vu discharging cargo under the protec-

tion of the " Sevastopol " outside the har-

bour during the time torpedo attacks were

made on the battleship. It must have been

a pleasant position fcr the crew of the

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama states

that on the 22nd instant the Russian

artillery fired upon the Japanese position

between Sansoshi and Hlnglungtun. and

at 1 a.m. an the same day a body of the

Russians advanced to attack South
Hengyurokuho and an elevation north-

east of Hsla Plngtaltze. but they were
repulsed. During the afternoon of the

23rd. the Russian heavy artillery in the

vicinity of Takushatze occasionally fired

at the Japanese position, the first shot

being sent at about 1 o'clock.

A Renter's message of the 23rd Instant

reads :
—

With reference to statements made in

the Press that Russia had resorted to

bribery In order to obtain statements

from Hull fishermen a* to the presence

Of torpedo-boats with the trawling fleet

In the North Sea. the Russian Consul at

Hull now declares that only the boat-

swain of the " Avas " signed a sworn

statement. Asked as to the man's condi-

tion, the Consul said he did not think

the man was drunk at (he time.

The Consul added that other fishermen

had made statements, but they were
afraid to sign them.

The boatswain of the " Avas." Inter-

viewed later, declared that he was drunk

when taken to the Russian Consulate to

make his statement.

ANOTHER POSITION AT PORT

ARTHUR TAKEN.

RUSSIAN GENERALS KILLED.

The following dispatch from the Port

Arthur Investing Army was published

yesterday :
—

On the 22nd Instant the Army stormed

the defence works on an elevation on the

east of Hon Yangsukou, and the forts of

Sunshu and Niryo hills, together with the
" H " fort, with heavy artillery, causing

serious damage. Taking advantage of the

result of this bombardment, at daylight

on the 23rd the right wing of the army
made an attack on the elevation east of

Hon Yangsukou and auceeded In carry-

ing the summit of the hill by 7.30 o'clock.

The forts of Taiyangkou and Okoshl

concentrated their fire upon the hill Just

occupied, and at about 8.20 a.m. the enemy
made a very strong counter-attack and

pressed so close that they were enabled to

throw bombs among our forces, but the

attack was repulsed. After this the Are

of the enemy was slackened somewhat

and we then threw up defence works, and

the occupation of the hill was practically

secured.

As the result of the fire of our heavy

artillery sent before and after the assault,

a serious conflagration broke out In the

north fort of Sl-Talyangkou, and a lS-c.m.

gun on the " H " fort was smashed, while

the casemate of the fort was heavily

According to the Russians taken pri-

on the north fort of East Keikwan
Hill on the 18th Instant, and from the

conversation of the Russians who came
out from the direction of Itsze Hill and

surrendered on the 22nd instant. It appears

that In the defence of the 203-metre hill

Lieutenant-General Kondrachcnko. com-

mander of the 7th Division of East

Siberian Fusiliers, and Major General

llmant?). Commander of the 4th Artillery

Brigade, were killed, while Lieutenant

General Falk, commander of the 4th

Division of East Siberia Infantry, was
wounded.

RECENT OPERATIONS AT
PORT ARTHUR.

TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF THE
SQUADRON.

OFFICIAL REPORT.

The following dispatch from Admiral

Togo has been published by the Navy

Department :

—

Since the captur* of 203-metre bill, a

most important strategical point, the loss

of which is fatal to the resistance of

Port Arthur, which Is the result of the

valiant and determined attacks of our

Investing army, the fire of our heavy

siege guns upon and against the Russian

squadron in the harbour has been much
more effective than before. The buttle,

(ships "Poltava" and " Retvlsan " were

soon sunk, and the battleships " Pobleda

'

and " Peresviet." and the cruisers

" Pallida" and "Rayan" quickly fol-

lowed. The " Sevastopol " alone ran out

of the harbour on the morning of th<>

i>ih instant to escape the fire from the

roar, and anchored at the base of Cheng-

tan Hill outside. Rut this vessel has

now been almost entirely incapacitated

for fighting and navigation by the suc-

cessive daring attacks made by our

torpedo-boat flotillas. Thus the main
force of the Port Arthur squadron has in

fact been entirely destroyed, the vessels

surviving being only thp " Otvajny," a

small gun-boat, and a few destroyer*

Under these circumstances, the blockade
of the Kwangtung Peninsula, which has
been strictly enforced since the 1st Maj
last by the combined fleet, has
raised In part, as being n
sary. The guard, however, will 1m
strengthened against blockade runners to

and from Port Arthur as well as against

the movements of the surviving warship*
and destroyers of the enemy.
During this protracted blockade cam-

paign, our fleet was constantly exposed

to the enemy's mines, laid or floating,

and also to high seas and dense ton.

The "Mlyako." " Yoshino," " Hatsuse."

and "Kalmon" were early lost, and the

"Helyen" and " Saiyen " latterly met
with a similar fate. Many officers and

men have been lost with these ship*

Nevertheless we have been enabled ta

maintain the blockade without any hitch.

The Russian squadron attempted to da^i

out of Port Arthur on more than one

occasion, but the scheme was always

frustrated, and at last, with the great

assistance of the Investing army, we hav»

succeeded In almost entirely destroying

the squadron. The Vladivostok squadron

has been dispirited and has not attempt*"!

to appear on the sea since it was

badly beaten by our second squadron.

I cannot but feel grateful to the glory

of his Majesty the Supreme and All-

Powerful Commander of the Army an!

Navy.

I deem It my duty towards the high

and low of the nation to add that during

the long period of the blockade all the

squadrons and flotillas of my Fleet fully

performed their respective duties : and

that the services of the Port Arthur btoi

i

I UK fleets, the officers and men of wbicfc

carried out their work at the risk and

cost of their lives ; of the boats which

mined the water close to the enemy with

steady perseverance ; of the specia

mine-clearing fleet which worked in the

enemy's tOBC exposed to great danger ;

and of the staff of the advance look-oir'

tower, who constantly watched the enemy

in face of their fire,—all these largely

contributed to the success of the Mockada

in that direction.

On the 23rd instant the following

Imperial Message was forwarded to A

I

mlral Togo :
—

We hear that Our torpedo-boat flotilla.-

at Port Arthur have carried out the at-

tacks on the enemy's shins on successive

nights in defiance of snow-storms and ir.

perfect order, each boat assisting the

other In distress, and have fully perform*!

the duty entrusted to them, and demon-

strated their skill and their spirit and

courage more than ever. We highly

appreciate the loyally and determination

of the officers and men who participated

in the attacks.
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Wednesday, December 2&h.

IT appears that the success of the right

wing of the Port Arthur Investing

Army In occupying the villages of

Slaofengsun. Hou Sanyangtau. and

Talluchatun. will result not only In

cutting off communications between

the principal fortresses and Laotlshan.

the last position of defence, but

also In closing up the channel by

which quantities of provision* and am-

munition have hitherto been smuggled

Into Port Arthur. There are indications

•bowing that the Russians were importing

goods from three bays at the foot of

Laoti Hill in addition to the Pigeon

Bay source. The occupation by the Japan-

ese of the villages mentioned will entirely

put a stop to this smuggling, and will

give some relief to the blockade service

vessels, which will not now have to keep

so keen a watch against blockade runners.

The villages occupied are situated south-

west of the Port Arthur fortifications ami

are close to Pigeon Bay,

As the Port Arthur squadron Is now
entirely destroyed and the responsibili-

ties of the Japanese fleet very much
lessened In consequence, it Is stated that

In Government circles the wish is gene-

rally expressed that Admiral Togo should

return to Japan for the time being that

be may personally receive the thanks of

the nation for his distinguished services.

It la believed that his Majesty. In com-

pliance with the national desire, will

command the Admiral to return home,

and both Admiral Togo and Admiral

Kamlmura are expected In Tokyo in a

few days.

•

On Monday his Majesty the Emperor

dispatched a Chamberlain. Mr. Miyamoto,

to the Tokyo Military Hospital, with

the object of presenting Invalided officers

and men from the front with complimen-

tary presents of money. Officers of the

rank of General each received ¥50 ; field

¥10 ; company officers ¥7 ; non-

ifficcrs ¥5 ; and the men
¥2 each.

On the 22nd instant two floating mines

were discovered at the entrance of Tallen-

wan. and were destroyed. About 5 o'clock

In the afternoon of the following day, the
• K I rhijo-mam " discovered a mine

11 knots south of North Sanshan Island,

and attempted to destroy it, but failed.

The high seas would not allow of a boat

being lowered, and the darkness fell

the mine could be

According to a letter from the corre-

spondent of the Atahi. when the north

fort of East Ketkwan Hill was taken on

the 18th Instant, the bodies of 50 Russians

killed were found in the fort and Ave 9

to 10 cm. field pieces, three of them

broken. Two machine guns in good order

and a Russian were taken. The force of

the enemy defending the fort was about

330. and not mor
The f.8t were burled

the taponnlere was blown up.

learn that the Baltic fleet was still off the

African coast, it being believed at Port

Arthur that the fleet would arrive there

within a week or ten days.

i. the

The open boat which arrived at Chefoo

on the 16th Inst, from Port Arthur carried

the Commander of a battleship, another

naval officer, and six sailors. The boat

left Laotlshan on the 15th In a snow-

storm, and reached Chefoo after seventeen

hours' struggle with the elements. The

Commander reports that the war-ships'

guns were landed by order of General

Stoessel for use on the forts, but against

th* protest of Admiral Wirenlus. The

fight for 203-metre hill lasted a fortnight,

tho Russians losing about 2.500 men, and

the Japanese many more. The officer

maintains that none of the war-ships arc

damaged beyond repair, and that they

were sunk by the Russians themselves.

The condition of life of the stronghold is

of course a hard one. wounded men taking

duty as far as able. Though the Japanese

torpedo flotillas approached the harbour

entrance almost every night. General

Stoessel ordered the forts not to waste on

thera the ammunition provided for th»

I

defence. A telegram in a Shanghai

paper says that "Admiral Roschinsky. on

board the ' Otvajny.' Is directing the

operations of laying mines and sweeping

the sea In preparation for the arrival of

the Baltic fleet. The fleet did not attempt

a sortie when It was suffering from the

Japanese Are because most of the ships

have landed their heavy guns for use In

the forte." (!) It Is stated that the Rus-

sian Commander was greatly surprised to

A Reuter's telegram

24th Instant, reads :

—

The British colliers " Yeddo " and
" Claverley." bound from Cardiff for

Mozambique with 10,000 tons of coal,

have discharged their cargoes at Port

Bald. A German steamer Is now taking

part of the cargoes to an unknown des-

tination.

THE " KING ARTHUR" AT
8ASEHO.

The examination was opened on Satur-

day by the Saseho Prize Court of the

steamer " King Arthur." which was re

jcently captured outside Port Arthur.

j

This vessel Is of 1.047 tons, and Is owned

by Its master. Captain Cox. a British

subject. The crew consists of 56 men, of

whom seven are British, one Chinese, an,;

the rest lascars. When seized, the " Port

Arthur" Is said to have had on boird

four German passengers.

The steamer Is suspected of having en-

gaged In smuggling contraband of war

Into Port Arthur for some time past

PORT ARTHUK.

SUCCESSES OF THE INVESTING

ARMY.

The following dispatch was received

a; Headquarters In Tokyo on Sunday from

the Commander of the Port Arthur In-

vesting Army :
—

" About 10 o'clock on the night of the

24th instant the right wing of the Invest

Ing Army surprised the enemy at th»

villages of Hou Sanyangtau and Siao

feng and carried these places. The right

wing then drove the enemy back step

by step, and at last occupied the whole of

Taliuchatun by 2.15 a.m. on the following

day.
" Repeated attacks undertaken by us in

the past few days have always proved

successful. All the advance posts of the

enemy in front or the right wing of o'tr

Army have now entirely fallen into o-.r

hands."

Thursday. December 20th.

THE Xcuc Freic Piease of Vienna has

the following comment on the Im-

perial :.'• sage recently granted to Admiral

To?o —" His Imperial Japanese Majesty

has oDclally recognised the distinguished

services of the Japanese Fleet, which has

workel so successfully In the campaign

during the past year, in granting an

Imperial Message to Admiral Togo. The
Japanese have obtained a reputation on
sea as well as on land, such as will never

fade. Their conduct has excited the ad-

miration of the world. The services of

the torpedo-boats, which attacked the

Russian ships, protected the war-ships of

their own country, enforced the blockade.

or watched asalnst the smuggling of con-

traband of war. arc to be especially nor

The men of the torpedo-boats have di -

charged their duty, after running risks c f

the most dangerous character, with c\-

ceptional devotion and self-sac :

These distinguished services have now
been cordially and properly acknowl. '.

1
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by the gracious Message granted by the officers and sailors. If this fact is offl-

of Japan.'

THE NEUTRALITY OF CHINA.

A Tokyo dispatch states that It is now

an Indisputable fact that the British

steamer " Nlgretla," which was captured

off Ulsan. Korea, and is now at Saseho,

had on board a number of Russian naval

dally confirmed, the Japanese Govern-

ment will prefer strong demands against

the Government at Peking In regard to

the neutrality of China.

As the result of representations made
by the Japanese Government to Peking

with reference to the control of the crew

of the Russian war-ships detained a'

and the coaling of the

the Peking authorities hare en-

tered upon negotiations with M. Lessir,

the Russian Minister. The Shanghai

Taotal has also urged the Russian Consul

at Shanghai to exercise more control

over the Russian men-of-war's men. The

action taken by the Japanese and Chin-

ese authorities has had good results, and

It Is now believed that the recent dis-

turbances of the

Shanghai will not be

Friday. December 2SHh.

THE following

eeived by His Excellency the Go-

vernor, Straits Settlements, from the

Secretary of State for the Colonies :—
London, 7th December, 1904.—Matter

moBt urgent. The Russian Minister statos

that the Admiral In command of the

Baltic Fleet telegraphs that fishing boats

constantly cross tho line of the Squadron

by night without lights, rendering his

position extremely difficult, which might

lead to deplorable results.

In view of the possibility of Russian

men-of-war entering the waters of the

Colony, you should as far as possible take

steps to ensure British Ashing boats

carrying lights in order to avoid

of a regrettable misunderstanding.

RETURN OF ADMIRAL TOGO.

ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION IN KOBE

to be no doubt from the recep-

tion which Admiral Togo received at

Kobe station yesterday evening that tho

personality of the man whose name will

always be associated with Port Arthur

has become immensely popular with his

own countrymen. A long time before the

train which conveyed Admirals Togo and

Kamltmira had arrived at Kobe station,

the spacious platform was crowded, not

only with officials and the principal

citizens, but by a host of persons who
were determined to obtain a glimpse of

the popular hero. As the train drew Into

the station, the musical efforts of two

bands stationed there were completely

drowned by the welcoming roars of the

populace, who cheered and banrai'd con-

tinuously as the train drew slowly along

the platform. The enthusiasm was such

that a strong cordon of police was help-

less as a barrier to keep tho crowd within

bounds. The police were carried off their

feet and the crowd rushed along with the

advancing train, waving hats and cheering

frantically.

When the train was at a standstill, the

platform was so packed with people that

It was with the greatest difficulty the dis-

tinguished Admiral and the party that

accompanied him could make their way
across the platform to the waiting-room

of the Jlutel Rr :au rant. Here Admiral

Togo held an informal reception, and

Governor Hattori having escorted the

Admiral to the waiting-room, presented

the British Consul for Kobe, Mr. H.

Bonar. and Mr. J. B. Rentiers of the same
Consulate, who was accompanied by Mrs.

Rentiers. The Secretary of the Ken, Mr.

Nagai. Chief Justice Tamaru. Chief Pro-

curator lkegaml. the Deputy-Mayor of

Kobe. Mr. Okada (In the absence of Mr.

Tsubono, who is unwell), and other high

officials were duly presented. The Admiral
also received the members of the com-
mittee of the Kobe (foreign) Chamber
of Commerce, including Mr. F. J. Bardens,

Chairman, Messrs. Alf. Woolley, C. G.

Town. A. Buschel. de la Camp, and
Matthew Brown ; members of the Ad-
visory Committee, Mr. Eugene H. Gill.

Chairman. Messrs. A. H. Groom. E. H.

Hunter, H. Pitteri. de la Camp, and R.

Young. Secretary ; and other foreigners

who had gone to welcome the Admiral,

who. we may say. having been educated

In England, speaks English perfectly

Mrs. Hattori. Mrs. James and Miss Dolly

James as well as man;

were also presented to the

while Admiral Kamlmura stood in the

background, smilingly receiving, as it

were, the overflowings of welcome.

Two bands at the station, including Mr.

Rlzetti's. helped to pass the time quickly

during the ceremonies in the reception

room. The local Ladies' Patriotic Society

of fruit, and a design of a batik-

ship in flowers was also pres.-ntei

by tho little daughters of Captain James.

After about half-an-hour's stay Admiral

Togo and party returned to the reserved

carriage, whereupon the cheering was

again renewed, and the train moved away
amidst a tremendous scene of enthusiasm,

lanterns decorated both sides of the rail-

way, and flares and Gre:k fire made lb.-

I rack to Sannomiya almost as light l*

day,

At Sannomiya the train made a very

brief halt. This station was also thronged

and many foreigners were among those

who gave the Admiral another rousing re-

ception. Indeed, Admiral Togo is likely to

be fairly exhausted by the time he reaches

Tokyo. If he is received at the principal

stations en rout,' as he was at Kobe,

and when he reaches the capita: he will

,
still have to undergo the greatest ordeal

of kit

Admiral Kamlmura. Commander-in-
Chief of the second division of the Fleet,

landed at Saseho on the evening of Tues-

day, the 27th inst., and almost Im-

mediately left by rail for Kure to meat

Admiral Togo, who arrived at the latter

naval port on Wednesday, the 28th. In

passing through Hiroshima for Kure,

Admiral Kamlmura, who was
panled by his family, received a
hearty reception at the station. The plat-

form was crowded with personages more

or less prominent, among them being Mr.

Ichlnose. of the Hiroshima Court of Ap-

peal. General Manabe, Commander of the

Hiroshima Army Division Depot, Go-

vernor Yamada, the Chief Procurator of

the Hiroshima Court of Appeal (Mr

Yano). and the Mayor of Hiroshima. Mr
Ban.

The Admiral received an enthusiastic

ovation on arrival at Kure. the station

and approaches being crowded with

officers of the Port Admiralty, representa-

tives of the public bodies of the town,

school children, and a great concourse of

people. The Admiral immediately

boarded one of the war-ships, where

Admiral Togo was awaiting him. At all

stations east of Shlmonoseki Admiral

Kamlmura was welcomed. He expressed

his thanks on each occasion from the

carriage window.

AT THE SHAHO.

REPORTS OF SKIRMISHES

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama
says :

—
" About 3 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon

tho Russians, with heavy guns and field

guns, shelled the vicinity of tho Shaho rail-

way bridge and thj Shaho station for some

time, and the Russian artillery In tbe

vicinity of Tatlenlun shelled our position

between Chishangtun and Sullngtze. To-

wards dusk of the same day a body of

Russian cavalry attacked Heilungtun. but

was repulsed by our Cavalry. About 8.30

o'clock on Tuesday evening Russian

cavalry advanced and surrounded our out-

post hetween Kinsantun and Litajentun.

but our troops went to the outpost's as-

sistance and repulsed the enemy. In this

skirmish three men
on our side."
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THE CAPTURE OF THE

«« CALCHA&"

EXTRACTS FROM TWO DIARIES

Notwithstanding the refusal of Captain

and officers to Rive Information, the S.-C.

Uornino Pott has a special article describ-

ing the capture of the steamer " Calchas
"

and her experiences at Vladivostok. The

article Is written up from the private

diaries kept by men who were on board

the "Calchas." one of whom was after-

wards transferred to the "Rurlk." It

will be remembered that the "Calchas"

left Victoria In July with a large cansn

of flour and the American malls. Towards

afterwards Incessant tog prevailed, and

we lost sight of the Russian cruisers, and

also, what was worse, we were uncertain

of our position. Soundings were taken

every two hours, and the next day w;

steered due south, going at full speed to

get clear of fog and thus ascertain our

position. Then the fog lifted a little, and

breakere were seen ahead. This was an

anxious moment, the ship going at such

a speed, and only for the splendid

management of the English officer In

charge we would have run ashore. All

this time we were ready with our baps

packed, and aimed Into our bunks with

all clothes on. Life-belts were kept

handy, ready In rase we should run

ashore. The anxiety was awful, for fear

the end of that month, all having gone of sighting the Japanese on the one side

well, the " Calchas " was In the midst of

a fog, and a surprise was In store as soon

as the fog lifted. The article proceeds:—
On July 25th. at 6 a.m., the fog lifted.

and three Russian cruisers were sighted,

the cruisers being occupied In sinking

the German steamer " Thea." It was

found that the "Thea" had contraband

on board and Insufficient coal to take her

to Vladivostok. Before we were aware

of it we saw the cruiser " Oromobol

"

steaming towards us. We were then

steering S.W. by W., and we altered our

course to W.8.W. The " Oromobol " at

once fired a shot across our bow and ran

up the following signals: "Where are

you bound ? " " What cargo have you " "

" How long would your coal last * " and
" What speed are you ? " We replied to

these, giving our speed at 12 knots.

Then the signal came for us to stop, and

immediately a boat was seen to be

lowered from the davits of the "Oromo-

bol " and came quickly alongside. The

boat contained two officers and ten hands.

The officers came on hoard, with signal-

men, and at once w-nt through the ship's

papers. They came to the conclusion

that the ship was guilty of carrying con-

traband. At 8 a.m. a prize crew from the

cruiser " Rurlk " was sent on board, a'1

armed, consisting of about throe officer.*

and forty men. The other boat from the

" Gromoboi " left the ship and pulled to

the Admiral's flagship, the " Ros«ia
"

Then six of our English and eight of our

Chinese crew were sent on board the

" Rurlk."

The next day the orders were given to

have all covers taken off the lifeboats and

III ready for immediate use, in case of

coming In sight of any Japanese men-of-

war, when we should have to take to tlM

boats, and the Russians would blow the

ship up rather than let her fall Into tli«*

and small quick-firing guns were all blown

off the fighting tops : the after bridges on

both vessels were blown to pieces ; the

chart-houses were also blown to atoms.

It la stated that the

and the greater chance of running ashore

We anchored, after sighting the breakers,

in 39 fathoms. In the morning, to our

great surprise, there loomed before us

huge mountains, precipitous from the sea

level and capped with snow. If we bad

to take to the boats there would have

been no chance whatever of ever making
a landing, as there is a constant heavy

swell round these mountains. Even :f

there had been none, the mountains wen-

so steep It would be impossible to climb

them. This island was the Isle of Ilurup.

one of the Kurile group. We thea

steamed ahead again S.W. by W. until

Kunashlri was sighted on our port bow.

The next day. August 2nd, Just as we were
passing this place we sighted a Japanese

small coasting steamer of about 300 tons,

and Immediately the Russians ordered

their ensign to be run up aft, and all

preparations were made to capture the

vessel. But, after consideration, the Rus-

sian officer did not think It worth while

capturing her.

Instead they headed for Saghalien, where
roal was shipped and a thousand bags of

flour from tho " Calcbaa's " cargo (23.0o0

day they left for Vladivostok, and when
they entered the harbour of this strong

hold the Russian ensign was hoisted

above the British ensign.

The article describes the terrible condi-

tion of the Russian cruisers after th?

battle of the 14th August, In which the

" Rurlk " was sunk. When the remaining

war-ships in bad plight arrived at Vladi-

vostok eight large lighters were used to

convoy the wounded ashore. All the

lighters passed the "Calchas." The
masses of sufferers could be seen an:!

their groans heard.

As to the condition of these vessels •

Of the two. the " Rons la " was the worst

hanils of the Japanese. It was. Indeed,
i damaged; the marksmanship of the Japan-

»n anxious time for us. we having no ese was very accurate. A great number
Idea what the future would be. The quar-

termaster* of the "Calchas" were kept

ster-ring the ship, as the Russians were un-

able to manage her ; but the rest of the

hanJB were not allowed to do any work.

The officers came to the conclusion that,

if possible, tho "Calchas" would betaken

to S,mha:icn, as cable communication is

malr'nincd from there to Port Arthur
and Vladivostok. Should any Japanese
be in the vicinity of Vladivostok wo

remain at Saghallen. For the

two days we were clear of fog, but

of boles were under the water-line, and It

was only through the water tight compart-

ments that these vessels floated. Two
huge holes on the vessel's quarters could

be seen, large enough to drive a horse and

cart through ! The funnels had largo

holes, and were riddled with smaller ones.

Ten big holes were on each of the vessel's

sides. Muzzles of the guns were broken

off ; only two could be " run in." The
fore lower mast of the " Rossia " had a

huge hole through it. It was a wonder

the mast stood at all. The searchlights

On December 2nd. when the "Calchas"
was released, the ship was piloted out of

Vladivostok, with a sloop ahead to guide

It clear of the mines.

Another member of the " Calchas's

"

crew was one of those who were sent on

board the " Rurlk " when the " Calchas "

was captured. The main events of this

diary are a repetition of the foregoing

extracts, but the following will be read

with Interest:—

10 a.m.. July 25.—A boat from one of

the war-ships came alongside. Some
officers came aboard, and, after an in-

terview with the Captain, orders were at

once issued for six of the able seamen and

two ordinary seamen to go aboard the
" Rurlk." No sooner were »lx of us In

the boat than something occurred whirh

alarmed us a little, for the boat put off at

once, and we were • placed aboard the
" Rurlk." The boat, which contained

some of our clothes (for we had asked for

this privilege and it had been granted us),

was cast adrift. Then all the vessels

started off. the Russians having placed a

prize crew aboard. We. who were on
the " Rurlk," were then escorted down
right forward In the lower decks, and
found that we were among Japanese and
some of our Chinamen. Dinner was soon

served, consisting of a kind or meat
(tolled), hard black bread, and soup,

which we ate with our fingers. We drank
the soup out of large wooden spoons, of

the common kind. After dinner we
were permitted to come up on deck. and.

I am glad to say, did not go into the same
place below again. Indeed, there was no
room there for us, It being absolutely

parked with Chinamen and Japanese.

Mattresses having been given out to u§.

as well as a blanket each, we slept in he

forward gun-room on the starboard side.

This diarist states that on the 28th

July, the German ship " Hendrick
Hentzel " was Blghted bound for Vladi-

vostok with coal. An Englishman aboard
shouted the name of tho ship and her
destination. The following alarming ex-

perience Is recorded under date July

29th :-
We have Just entered Sangar Straits.

To our alarm, we have Just sighted seven

Japanese men-of-war. All hands were
hurriedly sent to their posts, while we
were ordered down below. Shell was put

into the guns, and a quantity of cotton

wool was served out—as an officer ex-

plained" to us—to deaden the sound of

the firing. AH the men on the deck took

off the white tops of their caps, as these

make good targets. All stood ready at

their guns. We had full steam ahead,

and I was told by the officer in charge of

one gun that we were going at about I!.'

knots per hour. Four of the Japanese
war-ships were also going at about 22

knots por hour. They passed us on our
starboard side—two on the port and one
crossed from the starboard to port ahead

of us. The officer confessed that he was
of the opinion all the time that they
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were surrounding ua, but they passed us

without a shot being fired.

Under date August 16th. this Interesting

diarist, whose initials are given as J. L. D ,

concludes with the following :

—

Just what we expected has taken place.

There has been a light The "Rossla"

and the '• Gromobol " return, mauled

awfully. They have "holes all over. Fun-

nels drilled and cut about. The guns are

dismantled. No leas than six ambulance

lighter* have I counted passing this place.

They carry the wounded to the hospital.

We hear that the " Rurik " has been sunk,

and that the Russians sank two Japanese

men-of-war.

We were paid In full for all the clothes

which were lost, and were well treated all

the time we were In the hands of the

Russians. We had nothing much to com-

plain of during that time.

PORT ARTHUR

OCCUPATION OK NIRYO HILL.

The following dispatch from Genera!

Nogl was published yesterday by the Im-

perial Headquarters :

—

" At 10 o'clock on the morning of the

28th inat. the centre of the left wing

charged the NIryo fort (Bhrlungshan)

Immediately the parapet or escarpment of

the fort was blown up. The troops

carried this position, and at once threw

up defence works under cover of the

heavy guns and field guns. This was

done In face of tne enemy's heavy artillery

fire. At 4 o'clock, when the occupation

charged Into the Interior of the fort,

rushed the heavy artillery position, and

then advanced to the neck of the fort,

where we routed the remnant of the

enemy. The fort was carried by 7.M
o'clock."

Saturday, Deeemiter 'Mst.

THE loss of the NIryo Hill fort at Port

Arthur Is another heavy blow to the

According to one opinion the

Sunshu and NIryo Hill forts form the

moat Important part of the Port Arthur

defences. They are described as the

throat of Port Arthur, which the Russians

have all along been holding with great

determination. The Niryo Hill fort was

taken by the Japanese on the 28th Instant,

and now only the Sunshu fort remains in

the hands of the Russians. It has the

Itsze Hill fort to the left and the Pelki

Hill fort to the rear, but these are both

distant from the Sunshu. with a deep

valley between, and it Is beyond the

power of the Russian Infantry to assist

Sunshu. Neither can the artillery Are

of the other forts seriously affect the

Japanese attack. Sunshu Hill is thus en-

tirely Isolated. The operations of the

Japanese for blowing up the Sunshu fort

have progressed, and Its fall may be ex-

Niryo Hill (Bhrlungshan) fort was not

taken by the Japanese without tremendous

loss, and unfortunately similar losses are

experienced with every great advantage

gained by the investing forces. It was the

determined and prompt attack of Major-

Klrasa which turned the tide

the Russians on NIryo Hill, but

not before the defenders had given a good

account of themselves. It is computed

that the Japanese casualties In the assault

are close upon a thousand In killed and

wounded, and this figure Is probably much
below what it has cost the Japanese to

reduce this one fort Trom the beginning

of the operations against It. A siege con-

ducted in the spirit shown by the Japanese

necessarily involves heavy losses.

•

A Rpuier's telegram of the 20th Instant

reads ;
—

Admiral Skrydloff. now In command of

the Russian naval forces at Vladivostok.

Is returning to Europe.

.*.

A dispatch from Berlin of the same

date Is as follows :

—

The Herman Red Cross Society is fitting

out an expeliiioa to Join the Japanese

Army at the front. The party, which will
leave Genoa In January, will be under the
leadership of Professor Heuler of Breslau.

The Tsar has ordered the moblllaatlon
of the Fourth and 8eventh Army Corps,

with their Reserve divisions, numbering
altogether some eighty thousand men,
who will be dispatched to Manchuria In

detachments.

General Meyendorff has been recalled

from Manchuria to be Governor of War-

ADM1RALS TOGO & KADllMURA
IN TOKYO.

RECEPTION BY THE EMPEROR.

Admirals Togo and Kamlmura, with

their suite, arrived in Tokyo yesterday,

the train reaching Shlmbashi at 9.30 am
The vicinity of the station was decorated

with flags, and some thousands of people.

Including the members of the Tokyo
Municipal Council and other public

bodlen, assembled to welcome the heroes.

Admiral Inouye, aide de camp to the

Emperor, who was specially sent by his

Majesty to welcome the officers, Mr.

Yamanouchl, an official of the house-

hold of the Empress, and other genile-

men sent by Princes Higashi-Fushiml and

Fushimi Junr., and other Princes of Im-

perial Blood, met the Admirals on the

platform and delivered messages from

their Majesties and the Princes, after

which Prince Tokugawa, President of the

House of Peers, and Mr. Matsuda, Pre.

sldent of the Houso of Representatives

presented the addresses of welcome

adopted by the two assemblies. This be-

ing concluded. Marquis Yamagata. Coun.

Katstira. Admiral Yamamoto and other

Ministers of Stale, and Haron Senge,

Governor of Tokyo, a number of

naval and military officers, and many
ladles and gentleman residing in

Tokyo greeted the Admirals. who

subsequently drove to the Naval De

partment in a carriage specially sent

by the Emperor, receiving en route

the plaudits of enthusiastic crowds. All

the bouses In the city displayed flags, and

up In Hlbiya Park.

In the front of the Navy Department a

large triumphal arch had been erected.

In the Ministers chamber at the Navy
Department, Admiral Baron Yamamoto
greeted the Admirals, in whose honour

toasts were drunk, while " banzai " were

given In honour of the Emperor and ths

Navy and Army.
At 11.30 a.m. Admirals Togo and

Kamlmura proceeded to the Imperlil

Palace, where they were given a

by his Majesty, to whom In the

of Prince Arlsugawa and other dis-

tinguished persons they reported on ths

progress of the naval campaign since the

war commenced. Later Admirals Togo and

Kamlmura. with their staffs, the Minister

for the Navy, and Admiral Ito. Chief of

the General Naval Staff, were entertained

at dinner by his Majesty, the guests re-

tiring from the Palace at 2.20 p.m.

His Majesty yesterday sent

Togo a present of fish and sake In con-

gratulation on his Bafe return to Japan.

THIS CAPTURE OF NIRYO
HILL.

FURTHER PARTICULARS.

A later dispatch from the Port Arthur

investing Army gives further particutari

of the capture of the fort on NIryo HI1L

The War Office Issues the dispatch, which

Is as follows :

—

" After the NIryo Hill fort was carrie-1

on the night of the 28th instant, a small

force of the enemy remained In the pas-

sage between the casemate and the n^K

of the fort, and made some resistant*

Tuey were driven back clear of (he fort to

r, a_m., and our occupation was rompieie-

Threc Russians were taken prisoner.

These men state that the strength of the

garrison of the fort was about 500, In ad-

dition to a small force of marines. Tn«

greater part of the defenders were killed.

The trophies falling Into our

consist of four large and seven

guns, about thirty 37-mm. guns, and W*
machine guns. In addition to large <

ties of goods which are

atnlncd.
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Wednesday, January 4th, 1905.

mHE newa was published in Japan on
1 New Year's Day that General Stoes-

ael bad sent to General NokI. In com-

mand of the Japanese army besieging

Port Arthur, offering the surrender of

General StoesselB offer to sur-

render Is apparently the second that has

been made by the Commander of the

Port Arthur garrison. According to well-

informed opinion In Tokyo, General

Stoessel made a similar offer to General

Nogl in October, on condition that he

and the garrison be allowed to march
out with the honours of war. This offer

was refused by the Japanese, probably

because Stoessel refused to consider

Nogi's call to surrender In August.

With the occupation of the 203-metre

Hill, the consequent destruction of the

Port Arthur squadron, the capture of the

Niryo and Sunshu forts, followed by the

occupation of Fengtal and other positions,

the resisting power of the fortifications

has been seriously crippled. These cir-

cumstances appear to have decided Gene-

ral Stoessel to surrender, and so save the

Uvea of those who remain, combatants

list complete to theReuter's Agency learns that there Is a I and deliver the
consensus of opinion in diplomatic Japanese Army,
circles that the fall of Port Arthur will 6.—All weapons of warfare (Including
only serve as a fresh Incentive to Russia those carried by each officer and man
to renew the struggle, and that Russia
will not spare any effort to recapture the

stronghold or to compel its submission
Indirectly.

The only reservation Is thought to be
the Internal condition of Rusaia, which
Is the dominant factor in the situation
at the

SURRENDER OF PORT ARTHUR
GARRISON.

TEXT OP THE CONDITIONS.

A complaint having been current that

the German authoritiea at Klaochau have

permitted Russian naval officers to leave

for Shanghai on the ptea of sickness, the

Japanese Government recently drew the

attention of the German Government to

these reports. A reply haa been received

to the effect that the rumour Is entirely

unfounded. The German authorities add

that not only have no Russian officers left,

but that the application of a naval sur-

to leave Tslngtao

A dispatch from General Nogi. In com-
mand at Port Arthur, reached the Im-
perial Headquarters at Tokyo last night
giving the text of the Agreement relat-

ing to the surrender of the garrison, which
was signed at 9.45 o'clock on Monday
evening. The Articles of the Agreement
are as follows :—

1.—All the soldiers and nav-al men, to-

gether with Volunteers and officials who
remain at the Port Arthur fortification

or In the port of Port Arthur, will be
taken prisoner.

2.—All the fortresses, forts, war-ship*,

arms and ammunition, and all

other munitions of war, official quarters,

and other Government property at Port

Arthur shall be delivered to the Japan-
ese Army as they now exist

3.—When the terms provided In the

of the rank and file), all ammunition and
other munitions of war. the official quar-

ters. Government property, horses, war-

ships, and other vessels with their con-

tents (personal effects excepted) shall

remain In their existing positions, and
the methods of delivery shall b* de-

termined by the Commissioners of the

two Arm lea.

7.—The Japanese Army, deeming HM
courageous defence made by the Russian

Army to reflect honour upon those who
have taken part therein, will permit the

Russian military and naval officers and

officials attached to the Army and Navy
to retain their swords and carry out

with them all personal effects Immedi-

ately necessary to their life ; and thoi<8

of the officers, officials, and Volunteers

who shall Blgn in their handwriting an

oath not to again take up arms In the

present conflict, and not to take any

action prejudicial to the Intereata of the

Japanese Army shall be allowed to re-

turn home. The military and naval

officers thus allowed to depart shall each

be permitted to take one man of the rank

and file as his servant. The men ac-

companying the officers shall as >

apeclal favour be allowed to depart,

merely on making affirmation not to

serve against Japan In the present war.

8.—Non-commissioned officers and men
of the Army and Navy and also the

Volunteers, who will be disarmed, shall

retain their uniforms and carry withtwo preceding Articles are agreed to. the

guards of the fortresses and forts on the
tl>em tne,r ,old,ng tent" *ad

Bian. Antra t i \ ., viii. i
personal effects, and shall, at

A London telegram

Slat reads :—
Reuter's correspondent at Port Said

wires that Admiral Bebrovosky's Squad-

ron, comprising the cruisers " Oleg."

~ Izumrud." "Rlon," and "Dnieper." and

five torpedo-destroyers, are expected

there early next week.

dated the 2nd Instant

Is as follows :—
Admiral Rohjeslvensky's Squadron an-

chored yesterday off St. Marie, Madagas-

car, all the vessels being In excellent

condition, despite the fact that violent

storms were encountered after leaving

the Cape.

The Tsar Is at present visiting South-

ern Russia for the purpose of bidding

farewell to troops about to leave for

Manchuria.

Itsze. Slao-Antze. Ta-Antze hills, and on
the range of elevations on the south-east

of the hills mentioned, shall be with-

drawn, and as a guarantee of the observ-

at the place

directed by the Japanese officers, assemble

under the orders of the Russian officers

In whose command each belongs. Fur-

ther particulars will be given by the
ance of these conditions the fortresses Commissioner of the Japanese Army.
and forts shall be delivered not later

than noon of the 3rd January.

4—Should the Russian military or
naval authorities be found to destroy, or

In any way change the form of works
and property specified In Article 2 of

this Agreement, which works were In

existence at the time this Agreement was
signed, the Agreement will be suspended
and the Japanese Army will be free to

take such action as may seem to be re

quired.

5 -—The Russian military and naval
authorities at Port Arthur shall draw up
the plan of the fortifications, together

9.—The Russian Army and Navy
Medical and Paymaster Staffs at Port

Arthur shall serve under the Japanese

Medical and Paymaster Staffs so long as

the Japanese Army deem this necessary

for the purpose of assisting the Russian

wounded and sick and prisoners.

10.—Minor regulations concerning the

disposal of tho ordinary Inhabitants,

dealing with the local administration and
finance of the city of Port Arthur, and
the delivery of papers relating thereto,

and the execution of this Agreement,

shall be determined in the Supplement to

this Agreement. The said Supplement

with a list and plan of the mines on sna" have the Bam« forc« M ,nl8 Agree-

land and water, and other dangerous ment
works constructed. In addition to the roll H —This Agreement shall

copy for the

la

and
one copy for the Russian Army, and takes

effect Immediately from the moment It

Is signed.

of the organisation of the Army and *»»Uoat«.

Navy at Port Arthur and the names and
official rank and post of military and
naval officers, as well as civil officials,

the names of war-ships, destroyers, and ,

torpedo-boats and their cnwb and com- The dispatch closes by saying that the
plement. also the number, profession. Supplement relating to the delivery of the
race, and sex of all residents In the town, fortifications will be krwarded later.
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THE FINAL FIGHTING.
la now

The Imperial Headquarters received tha

following message on the night of the

lat Instant :—
" The centre and the left columns of

the Army Corps commenced an attack

on Fengtai at about 9 o'clock this morn-

ing, taking advantage of the destruction

wrought by a previous bombardment,

by a series of chargea carried the

by 3.35 p.m.

"Three cannon fell Into our hands at

•H.' fort, and four at FengUl.

"The trophies taken at Sunshun Hill

fort the other day were three 7-cm., two

6.7-mm., and two machine

Ucally according to th

posed by us. and the agreement
being signed.

" Belligerent operations have been sus-

pended on both sides pending the con-

clusion of the negotiations."

In a dispatch from Port Arthur, dated

the 2nd Instant, General Nogl states :
—

" About 12.30 o'clock this morning two or

three explosions were heard on the East

Kelkwan and No. 2 forts, after which the

Russians fired their rifles at random for

a short while. Upon the Are ceasing, we

sent out a scouting party and found that

the enemy had retreated from the forts.

Our troops at once advanced and oc-

cupied the two forts. In addition to the

• M.' and ' N.' elevations, south of the

forts already taken.

" The Russians have been blowing up

all their vessels at the entrance to the

harbour or Inside the harbour since this

ESCAPE OF DESTROYERS FROM
PORT ARTHUR.

REFUGEES REACH THE SHANTUNG
COA8T.

"We have suspended our operations

along the whole line since this morning

pending the meeting of the Commis-

sioners to arrange the terms of sur-

A message from General Nogl. received

at the Imperial Headquarters on Monday

night, says :
—

" The Commissioners of both sides con-

cluded their negotiations at 4.35 this

(2nd). The Russian Commls-

to the surrender prac-

Four Russian destroyers and a steam-

launch escaped from Port Arthur during

a dense fog on Sunday night, and. evad-

ing the blockade service, succeeded in

reaching Chefoo early on Monday morn
ing. The destroyers are the " Statny,"
" Skory." " Serdlty " and " Vlastny." and
each had on board a number of soldiers,

while the steam-launch "Alelnltoy" car
rled a number of men belonging to the

gun-boat " Otvajny." The steam-launch

was formerly one of Viceroy Alexeleffs

yachts. After arrival at Chefoo 'the Rua
slans refused to speak of the situation at

Port Arthur, which they doubtless knew
had already offered to surrender.

The officer In command of the

"Statny" said that since the 203-metre

Hill was taken, the Port Arthur squadron

had no safe anchorage. The Japanese, a

week ago, made a general attack on the

stronghold. The destroyers left Port

Arthur at 11 o'clock on Sunday night.

On the same day two Russian officers

and four men arrived at Yobato, near

Chefoo, in a boat from Port Arthur. One

of the officers and one man, who were 111.

remained at Yobato. The others walke.l

to Chefoo and arrived there at nighttime

Negotiations are In progress between

the Taotai and the Russian Consul a*.

Chefoo with regard to the disposal of th"

crews of the destroyers. The officers an<!

men have landed and the destroyers are

now held by the CustomR authorities.

OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS.

MODIFICATION OF THE ZONE OF
BLOCKADE.

The Navy Department issued a notifl-

cation modifying the tone of blockade on
the 1st instant before the offer of sur-

render of General Stoessel was made. At
soon as terms of surrender are agreed

upon. It is probable the notification will

be cancelled. It states that the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Combined Fleet

made the following declaration on New
Year's Day in regard to the amendment
of the blockade zone of the Llaotung

Peninsula :

—

" I. the Commander-in-Chief of th*

Combined Fleet, hereby declare that tin

blockade zone of the Llaotung Peninsula,

declared on May 26th, 1904. has been

modified, and that on and after Janusr..

1st. 1905. the coast of Llaotung Penlnsu.i

west of a line drawn from Nankokaku.
Llaotung Peninsula Shlngking Province.

China, to Ketto will be blockaded with

an adequate force of war-ships of th*

Imperial Navy, and that all compulsory

measures allowed by the Law of Natlom
and the Treaties between the Empire of

Japan and the Neutral Powers will be

ail vessels attempting to

TOGO HEIHACHIRO.
in-Chief of the Combined

Fleet"

The following notification has been

Issued under the joint signatures of the

Ministers for the Navy and Army :

—

"No vessels, with the exception of

those which have obtained the special

permission of the Minister of the Navy
or Army, or the Commander of the

Military or Naval forces having authority

over the district, shall be allowed to

enter Tallenwan until further notice.

Vessels visiting Tallenwan must observe

the rules adopted by the Commander of

the Army Corps and the Commander of

the Naval forces having Jurisdiction over

the district of Tallenwan."

Thursday, January 5tk.

ACCORDING to a Berlin telegram of

the 2nd Instant, the Russian journal

Medomosti expresses fear that a flotilla

of Japanese torpedo-boats will await the

arrival of the Russian fleet at Sunda Bay

and there destroy it, and thinks it would

be well for the Russian authorities to de-

tain the fleet at Madagascar.

A Renter's dispatch of the 3rd instant

read i :
—

All the comments made by the princi-

pal newspapers In Europe and America

agree that the fall of Port Arthur marks

the conclusion of a military drama,

which for valour and achievements on

the part of the vanquished stands un-

raralleled In warfare.

There Is a consensus of opinion that

in spite of the surrender of the Russian

stronghold the war will continue un-

abated

The fall of Port Arthur Is still un-

known to the general public in St. Peter*

burg. Hitherto it has been known only

In the official world, and even then has

restricted to a private circle.

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES.

Upon the receipt of the official news of

the signing of the agreement of surrender

at Port Arthur on the 3rd instant. Go-

vernor Hattori forwarded telegrams of

congratulation to the Imperial Household,

the General Army Staff, the War and

Navy Departments, and General Nogl.

The event was celebrated at the

on Tuesday evening, when hearty

were drunk to the Emperor, the Army,

and the Navy.

Early on Tuesday morning, Governo"

Ohmori, on behalf of the people of
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Kyoto-fu. sent a telegram of congratula

tlon to General Nogl. The same day Mr.

SaJgo, toe Mayor of Kyoto, sent tele-

graphic congratulations to General Nogl.

Marshal Oyama. Admiral Togo, the Pre-

mier, the Ministers for the Army and

Navy and the Imperial Household. Mar-

shal Yamagata, and Admiral Ito.

RUSSIAN DESTROYERS AT
CHEFOO.

A Chefoo dispatch to the OtlatiatUche

Lloyd state* that two Russian deBtroyera

arrived at Chefoo at 10 o'clock on Tues-

day morning, and that a Japanese cruiser

and destroyers which followed were an-

chored outside the harbour. The cruiser

exchanged salutes with the U.S. cruiser
" Baltimore."

Two Russian destroyers have anchored

outside the harbour at Tslngtao (Klao-

cbau), and their crews were observed

from the shore to be cleaning guns. The
boats were In no way damaged. The
German authorities ordered the Russians

either to leave or dismantle by 5.30

o'clock on Tuesday afternoon.

A later dispatch says there are several

Japanese war-ships In the neighbourhood

of Klaoohau Bay watching tae Russians.

It was reported that the latter would
' leave for Shanghai or Saigon on Tues-

day afternoon.

The two destroyers at Tslngtao are
1 the "Slne'y" and " Bolky," and both

left Port Arthur at ten o'clock on Sunday

night, carrying a large quantity of coal.

They are said to be slightly damaged.

The Russian steamer " Mlna " Is also In

Klaochau Bay. All the destroyers left

Port Arthur with the approval of General

Stoessel, after a conference on Sunday

between the general officers and Admiral

wires.

The Chief Commissioner of the Che-

foo Customs, on behalf of the Chines-*

Government, Is taking the steps neces-

sary for the disposal of the crew of the

Russian destroyers at that port. The
crews left their vessels after signing an

affirmation, and the war-vessels are now
in charge of the Chinese Customs officers.

The dismantling of the destroyers was to

be commenced on Tuesday afternoon.

Friday, Janitai'ji OVA.

REUTER S dispatch dated London, the

4th Instant, reads :

—

News of the surrender of Port Arthur

published In Russia, where

It I

The papers, however, exhort the Go-

vernment by prosecuting the campaign

to show that Russia is a great nation.

Various Inspired suggestions In the

direction of peace are emanating from

Washington. representing President

Roosevelt as anxious to mediate but ex-

plaining that he cannot move until be Is

approached by both belligerents.

Nothing whatever confirmatory of these

reports has been re"elved in London, and

none of the rumuurs regarding peace at

the present moment are credited.

Admiral Foelkersahm's squadron Is now

anchored In Passandava Bay (on the

north-west coast of Madagascar), while

the squadron under Admiral Rohjestven-

sky Is now lying In Antongll Bay (on the

east coast of Madagascar). Both squad-

rons are provisioning from the trans-

ports.

It Is tellcved the two squadrons will

at Dieio Suarez. on the

of

THE CAPTURED STEAMER
" NTGRETIA."

IDENTITY OF PASSENGERS

The examination of the " Nlgretia

"

having been concluded, the Procurators

in the Saseho Prize Court expressed

their opinion that the vessel as well

aa the whole of the cargo should

be confiscated. Notice has duly been

given that those Interested may lodge

petitions for the release of the steamer

or cargo. Captain Harrison, master of

the " Nlgretia," and the officers and men
of the crew were released on the 3rd In-

very hearty In thanks for the kindness

shown. On December 18th (two days

later) a Russian brought to our advanoe

post about thirty letters written by the

Japanese prisoners at Port Arthur to

their families."

PORT ARTHUR.

A Saseho telegram states that two pas-

sengers who were on board th<-

which

and Is now detained at

and v-^n at first declared themselves to

be Germans, have now confessed that

they r\— Russians. One of them Is

Llewnant P. M. Gren, who was In com-

mand of the Russian destroyer " Ra*-

toropny." and the other 1b Sub-Lleuteuant

W. Verloff, of tha sane

TELEGRAMS AND MAILS FROM
THE BESIEGED.

CONDITION OF THE CITY.

COMBATA XTS.

INTERESTING INCIDENTS.

The following dispatch from General

Nogl Is published :—
"On the occasion of a mpetlng between

the officers of the two contending armies

on December 12th and 14th to arranse

the procedure for gathering of the dead

on both side* in the vicinity of th»

auxiliary forts of Sunshu Hill, the Ru*

slan officers asked our officers to forward

twenty-four private telegram* and letters

to their homes, and the commander of

our army In that direction accepted the

Upon examination. w>

all the communications were re-

ports regarding the safety of the senders

and were directed to their respective

families ; therefore we specially allowed

them to be forwarded. The Russian

officers and men offered to present 247

roubles and 30 kopeks to the Red Cross

Society for the benefit of our wounded

soldiers, and we accepted the offer.

" After examining five bawi of mall for

Port Arthur which were captured off the

coast of Chefco on November 18th last,

we delivered all private letters, detaining

only official communications, to the

Russian army on December ICth, when

our military messenger met the Russian

The Russian officers were

General Nogl, reporting on the 4th

Inst., says that everything is quiet at

Port Arthur. Good order is maintained,

and the Inhabitants, civil and military,

remain very quiet and undemonstrative.

General Nogl was unable to obtain full

particulars up to the evening of the 3rd

Inst., but he estimates that the popula-

tion of the city is roughly 35,000, of

whom 25.000 belong either to the naval

or military service. About twenty

thousand are either wounded or on the

sick list, but the medical materials ar-

entlrely exhausted, and measures are

being taken for the prompt relief of the

sufferers. There Is still a stock of food,

though fresh meat and vegetables are

lacking. The committee of Japanese

officers appointed to formally receive the

fortifications from the Russians are

pressing forward with their work.

TRANSFER OF THE RUSSIAN

FORTS.

General Nogl reports in a dispatch

reaching Tokyo late on Wednesday, the

4th inst.:—

"All the Russian forts on Itxe. Ta-

Antze. and Slao-Antxe Hill*, and on the

range south-east, which were to be de-

livered as the guarantee of surrender,

were transferred to us at 1.30 o'clock on

Tuesday afternoon."
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KOBE'S CELEBRATION OF
THE SURRENDER.

The cky of Kobe was en fete yesterday

in celebration of the fall of Port. Arthur.

Prom early morning the places of busi-

ness and private houses of the city dis-

played flags and lanterns, and many
streets were Rally decorated with strings

of flags and festoons of evergreens

Large national emblems on crossed pole*

were hoisted at almost every street

crossing. Fireworks were sent up

through the day and at night from Suwa-

yama. Anyojiyama and Egeyama. In-

fluential Arms throughout the city pro-

vided elaborate decorations and Illumina-

tions.

The Foreign Settlement presented al-

most as Ray an appearance last night as

on the occasion of the visit of his Majesty

the Emperor for the Naval Review. Most

of the foreign firms had Illuminations and

decorations of some kind. All the Con-

sulates were decorated, the Japanese

national flag being intertwined with

that of the nationality represented.

The English Club looked very pretty,

festoons being stretched from It to

the building opposite. The Club

Concordia was also effectively Il-

luminated. Although It can hardly be

said to be situated in the Settlement pro-

per, tbe offices of the Nippon Yusen

Kalsha took the palm for original decora-

tion In this neighbourhood. A steamer

wag outlined In white electric arc lamps,

bearing the name in Japanese and English

" Danzai-maru." green lamps representing

the sea. Illuminated arches were erected

at the Recreation around end of Naka-

machl-dorl and In Harlma-marbl, and the

illumination devices specially worthy of

mention were those at the Hongkong and

Shanghai Rank, the Great Eastern and

1

the Oriental Hotels, Messrs. Strachan ft

Co., Smith, Raker ft Co.. Cornea ft Co,

Dodwell ft Co.. Ahrens ft Co., Nacbf., Otto

Reimers ft Co., Retmers ft Reiff, Reynell

I ft. Co.. witkowskl ft Co.. tbe P. ft 0
Steamship Co., the China ft Japan

Trading Co., the American Trading Co,

Messrs. Simon. Evers ft Co, Raspe ft Co,

Meier ft Co, Dowden Brothers, Carlowtts

ft Co, Abenhelm Bros, Flndlay,

lllchardson ft Co, S. Strauss ft Co, and

Hellyer ft Co. Many other firms and

private residents In the Settlement and

on the Hill showed Hags and lanterns, and

i Kobe was en fete until a late hour.

Among the principal Japanese decora-

tions were observed the premises of the

Mitsu Hinhl. Osaka Shosen Kalsha ; and la

Mnto-machl the Akakabe Drug Store, tbs

luuuye Oil Store. Higaahlda Provision

Store, and the establishment of Mr.

Icbida, tbe photographer.

As previously arranged, tbe official

GENERAL COUNT NODZU.
In command of the Third Japanese Army Corpn

in Manchuria.

CAPTAIN ARIMA.

Who took u (imminent part in the early block ins

expedition* at Port Arthur.

ceremony of celebration by the Kobe

Municipality took place at 2 o'clock yes-

terday afternoon In the Nanko Temple

grounds. A great concourse of people as-

sembled before the appointed time. The

commencement of tbe ceremonies was

notified by the discharge of fireworks,

bringing a fresh Inflow of people through

tbe main gate of the temple, which was

fronted by a large triumphal arch of I

bamboo, painted green and adorned with

flags. The compound Itself was profusely

decorated.

Mr. Hayaahl. Prlest-ln-Charge of Nanko

Temple, opened the proceedings by offer-

ing a takai branch, and then read a

Shinto address. This was followed by

the singing and playing of the Kimigayo,

the band accompanying the voices of

school children, boya and girls. Mr.

Kishlmoto. Chairman of the Kobe Cham-

ber of Commeros. on behalf of tbe people

of Kobe, next led the huge gathering In

a hearty " Banzai " for bis Majesty, and

additional cheers for the Army and Navy,

which concluded the official ceremonies.

Among the prominent officials present

during the afternoon were Mr. Nagai.

Secretary of Hyogo-ken. Mr. Tsuruml,

Councillor of Hyogo-ken. Messrs. Okada

and Kot?gawa, Deputy-Mayors of Kobe ;

and 1. lent. -Colonel Yasui, Commander of

the Kobe Regimental District. Quite a

number of soldiers and bluejackets

were present.

It is estimated that about sixty for

cigners were among tne spectators, in-

cluding some twenty ladies.

of the Kobe Chamber of Commerce alN

sent a congratulatory address to tin

Imperial Headquarters.

A lantern procession, in which aboat

one hundred took part, was held last

evening.

RELIEF FOR SICK AND
WOUNDED.

The Kobe Municipal Assembly met on

Wednesday, and voted addresses of con-

gratulation to General Nogl, Marshal

Oyama. Admiral Togo, and the Imperial

HeadQuarters In Tokyo. The Chairman

BRITISH CRUISER TAKES STORES TO

PORT ARTHUR.

The British cruiser " Andromeda," will

30 tons of provisions, 350 beds, and El

tons of medical materials for the relltf

of the Russian sick and wounded, left

Wel-hai-wei for Port Arthur on Wednes-

day morning. The cruiser carried a com-

plete medical staff.
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THE TSAR'S APPROVAL OF
SURRENDER.

The following dispatch from General

Nog! was published yesterday In

Tokyo :
—

"When the terms of the surrender of

Port Arthur were negotiated on the 2nd

Instant, the Russian Commissioner stated

that the approval of the Tsar must be

obtained of the oath to be taken by the

officers and officials who would be al-

lowed to return home, as provided for in

Article 7 of the Protocol of Capitulation.

The Commissioner requested that a

telegram from General Stoessel to the

Tsar asking for Instructions be allowed.

" Our Commissioner, with the approval

of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army
Corps, acceded to the application of the

Russian Commissioner, and the telegram

was sont. The reply of the Tsar reached

the telegraph office here to-day, and wa«

Immediately forwarded to General

I attach a translation of the

of the telegrams exchanged between

General Stoessel and the Tsar for your

reference.

"The telegram from General Stoessel

reads :
—

' Prom General Stoesski, to his MajctO)

the Thar or Russia, St. Petersburg.

Dispatched at 9 p.m. January 2nd

from the Chouchatun Military Tele-

graph Office.

•Your Majesty's humble servant has

been reduced to such a plight that It be-

came unavoidable for him to sign an

agreement surrendering the fortifications

prior to the surrender of Port Arthur.

The officers and officials will be allowed

to return home, retaining their swords,

under obligation that they shall not take

further part In the present conflict, other

wise they will be detained by the Japan-

ese Army as prisoners of war. Your
Majesty's humble servant applies for

your Majesty's approval of the obligation

imposed upon the officers and officials by

the Japanese army.'

"The reply of the Tsar was as fol-

lows :
—

' To Sthkssi i at Chouchatun. Dispatched

at 5.30 p.m., January 3rd, Michallovak,

South Russia, and received at Chou-

chatun Telegraph Office at 10 a.m.

on the 4th.

' In virtue of Our prerogative. We ap-

prove of the officers either returning

home under obligation not to participate

in the present war. or meeting the same

fato as private soldiers. We thank you

and all your brave soldiers for your bril-

liant defence.'"

GENERAL KTOESSEL'S APPEAL
FOR NEWS.

It appears that on December 16th an

emissary of the Russians arrived in a

half-frozen condition at Chefoo, having

sailed over in a small boat from Port

Arthur through a snowstorm. The mes-

senger was the bearer of Important

official dispatches. One was addivaaed

to the Government at St. Petersburg, and

the other to General Kuropatkln. The

former asked for information regarding

the prospects of the Baltic squadron, and

the latter inquired of Kuropatkln whJu

he would bo able to move to the relief

of Port Arthur. It Is stated that the

Tsar's Government gave all Information

possible regarding the Baltic squadron,

and concluded by expressing full con-

fidence In General Stoessel. General

Kuropatkln replied by telegram that he

was wholly occupied In defending him-

self against the enemy's advance, and

held out no prospect of being able to

relieve Port Arthur. About a week ago

ttuse replies were conveyed to Port

Arthur from Chefoo, and it Is thought

that General Stoessel had learned the

disheartening contents of the disp

when be gave way to the appeals of

Generals and resolved that the

hold be surrendered.

LONDON PRESS ON THE
SURRENDER.

The Atahi publishes the following a,

the substance of the comments made by

the London Press on the fall of Port

Arthur :

—

Standard :—The siege of Port Arthur

can be described as the most wonderful

conflict of two armies, which equally

showed unhesitating courage,

able perseverance, and

strategy and tactics.

Morning Pott :—The day of the fall of

Port Arthur is the greatest In warfare,

and worthy of being for ever com-
memorated.

Daily Telegraph :—An assault, which

required the most horrible sacrifice of life,

has at last crowned the victors with Im-

perishable glory.

Saturday, January 1th.

A LONDON telegram to the Asahi says

that the fall of Port Arthur Is regarded

all over the world as having seriously Im-

paired the prestige of Russia. The

population of St. Petersburg is dismayed

by the news. In Government circles it Is

declared the war will be continued to the

bitter end. The Tsar Is now placed In a

trying position between two conflicting

Interests. Peace is again urged by one

side, but nothing has yet been done actu-

ally in this direction. The Russian Press

In declaring that tho present, mo-

ot Japan haB entirely destroyed the

prestige in Manchuria and

China generally.

The Japanese are reported to have made

eighteen miles of eeml-tunnels before

Port Arthur. Many of these tunnels are

run straight towards the forts, and then

parallel tunnels were dug In which the

men were sheltered and from which they

kept up an effective fire. The digging of

these tunnels Is declared by American

and English experts to have been the most

remarkable engineering achievement of

the

M. Nemlrovitch Dantchenko. in a tele-

gram to the Kuttkoye Slovo, dated

November 15th, aald :—" A number of

scouts on our right flank yesterday cap-

tured a Japanese transport train with

warm clothing. Our men immediately

shared the latter between them."

A Reuter s dlsp.itch of the 5th Instant

France. In reply «o representations from

Japan regarding the coaling and victual-

ling of the Baltic Squadron at Mada-

gaioar, Rays there is no danger of the

non-observance of neutrality,

authorities have received strict

tions as to their duties In this matter.

THE JAPANESE PRISONERS AT
PORT ARTHUR.

The number of Japanese prisoners

detained at Port Arthur, who were to be
delivered to the Japanese Commissioner
on the 3rd Instant, was 34. all being either

non-commlasioned officers or men. It Is

now ascertained beyond doubt that

Lieut.-Commander Shiraishi, a blocking

expedition Commander who was thought
to be a prisoner, was never among the

captured at Port Arthur.

THE FLEET AT MADAGASCAR.

A dispatch to Tokyo says the squadron
of the Baltic Fleet at the Island of St.

Marie consists of the battleships " Knlaz
Suvaroff," " Imperator Alexander III.,"

" Borodino," " Orel," and " Osllabya," and
the cruisers " Admiral Nakhlmoff,"

"Aurora," and "Dmitri Donskol," with

two special service boats and the hospital

ship - Orel -
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SURRENDER OF THE FORTS AT
PORT ARTHUR.

SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL

The following Supplement to the Pro-

tocol signed for the surrender of the

fortifications at Port Arthur has been

•greed upon between the Japanese and
Russians at Port Arthur :—
1.—The following committees shall be

appointed by both armies for carrying out

the Protocol of Surrender :
—

a.—Committees In compliance with Ar-

ticle VI. of the Protocol ; committees for

the disposal of forts, arms, and ammuni-
tion on shore ; committees for the dls-

of war-ahlps and other vessels

:

for the removal of mines and

other dangerous works.

o,—Committee specified in Article VIII,

of the Protocol.

c.—Committees for the execution of

Article IX. of the Protocol.

a.—Committees for the execution of

Article X. of the Protocol.

2-Tho committees referred to In the

preceding Article shall assemble at the

entrance to the city of Port Arthur at the

northern base of Peikl Hill at noon on
January 3rd and take In hand the business

assigned to each.

3.—The Russian military and naval men
remaining In the fortifications of Port

Arthur shall present themselves at the

eastern end of Okoshl, the head of the

column to reach the village at 9 o'clock

on the morning of the Sth instant, accord-

ing to the orders of the Japanese military

authority which will be given upon re-

ceipt of the list of organisation of the

Army and Navy at Port Arthur. Officers

and officials will retain their swords, but

non-commissioned officers and men will

not be allowed to carry any arms In

marching. Every officer and man must
carry with him food sufficient for one

day.

4.—Russian Government officials not

belonging to the Army or Navy shall form
in bodies according to their official capaci-

ties and follow the groups of officers and
men specified In the preceding Article.

Those civil officials who have not joined

the Volunteer forces will be allowed to

return home without taking affirmation.

6.—A number of offlrers and men or

other appointed persons shall be left in

each fort, building, store-house, or vessel

to make delivery, and those officers and
men shall wear badges supplied to them
by th? Japanese.

6.—Those military and naval men and

Government officials who still carry arms
after 9 o'clock on the morning of the 4th

January or have failed to appear at the

place appointed by the Japanese, shall be

dealt with as the Japanese military au-

thorities may think fit.

7.—The personal effects to lie carried by

officers and officials attached to the Army
or Navy as specified In Article VI. of the

Protocol shall be examined when deemed
necessary. The quantity of personal

effects shall be equivalent to the number
and weight of baggage allowed to the

8.—Military and naval hospital! and

hospital ships remaining at Port Arthur,

after tetng examined by the Japanese

committee, shall be disposed of according

to the decision of the committee.

9.—Private Inhabitants of Port Arthur

may remain at their leisure, and those

who desire to leave may take with them
their own property. Those families of

officers and Government officials who de-

sire to leave shall be given all possible

facilities by the Japanese military au-

thorities.

10.—Those civil Inhabitants residing

wlebln the fortifications of Port Arthur
whom the Japanese military authorities

consider It necessary should leave, shall

do so at the time and in the manner to be

decided by the authorities.

U.-The Russian committee specified In

Article X. of the Protocol shall report to

the Japanese committee on the state, past

and present, of the administration and

finances of Port Arthur, and deliver all

records relating thereto.

12.—The Japanese prisoners detained at

Port Arthur shall be delivered to the

Japanese committee at 3 o'clock In ths

afternoon of January 1st (?), as specified

in Article I. of the Protocol.

THE GARRISON AT PORT
ARTHUR.

DETAILS OF OFFICERS AND

The following dispatch from General

Nogl was received at Headquarters,

Tokyo, on Thursday :
—

" As stated in my last dispatch, the pro-

perty and works specified In Article II. of

the Protocol were delivered yesterday, the

4th Instant. The fortresses, Ac, have

been received, and the delivery of all

other property is almost completed. AH
the prisoners taken are to be collected at

a certain place directed to-day (the 5Ui).

but the Investigations regarding the

prisoners are so much complicated that

we are not In a position to report the

result as yet. The substance of the

reports with reference to prisoners re-

ceived so far is as follows :
—

Amy.
Generals 8

Field Officers 67

Company Officers 531

Civil Officers 99

Surgeons 109

Chaplains 13

Non-Commissioned Officers and

Men 22.434

Non-Combatants 3,645

Total 26,896

Navy.
Admirals 4

Captains and Commanders ... 100

Lieutenants (Including Civil

Officers) 200

Chaplains 7

Non-Commissloned Officers and

Men 4,500

Non-Combatants 500

Volunteers being chiefly Included

the non-combatants. Besides these there

are about 15,000 or 16.000 wounded or sick

in hospital. About 1.870 draught horses

and about a hundred chargers are also in

our hands."

A detailed report of the prisoners taken

over by the Japanese on the 5th Inst, is

furnished by General Nogl In the follow-

ing dispatch reaching the Imperial Head-

quarters yesterday :—
Fifth Fusilier Regiment.—Officers. 3«

;

rank and file, 1,547.

Thirteenth Fusilier Reg
38 ; rank and file, 665.

Fourteenth Fusilier 1

32 ; rank and file. 882

Fifteenth Fusilier Regiment.—Officers,

50 ; rank and file, 1,353.

Sixteenth Fusilier Regiment.—Officers,

30 ; rank and file. 1,004.

Total.—Officers. ISC; rank and file, 5.451.

Of the officers 86 took ths oath neces-

sary to those who desire to return to

Russia

RUSSIAN PRESS ON THE
SURRENDER.

According to a telegram received by

the authorities In Tokyo, the Xovot

Yremya, in Its Issue of the 3rd Install

comments as follows on the surrender of

Port Arthur :
—

" Russia feels the surrender of Port

Arthur as a man struck by lightning. Al-

though this unavoidable blow has been ex-

pected for some lime past, all Russians

will be grieved by the event. But never

theleaa, the prestige ol Russia and UN

reputation of the Russian army are in no

way adversely affected."

The Rutt. dwelling upon the bMVJ

blow struck against the pride of the n»-

tion, Russia having encountered anu:b'-i

great misfortune, urges the necessity ol

the harmonious co-operation of the people

and Government at the present critic

Juncture.

MEETING OF GENERALS N001

AND STOESSEL.

The Staff of the Japanese Army at Port

Arthur makes the following report, re-

ceived In Tokyo on Thursday night :-

" General Stoessel applied to the Com-

mander of our Army Corps for an inter-

view. Our Commander agreeing, the

Interview took place at Sulshuylng at

noon to-day. The interview was entirely

of a personal nature, and lasted about two

IMPERIAL MESSAGE TO

GENERAL NOG I.

Total

The total

5,311

of military and naval

is 32,207. ths

On Thursday his Majesty the Emr"'

sent a cordial message of congratula-

tion to General Nogi In r£cognllion of lhs

1 distinguished services rendered by bJ

forces. Similar congratulations were

also dispatched by her Majesty the Em-

and the Crown Prince.
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THE FIRING ON HOSPITALS.

A dispatch from General Nogl, pub-

on Wednesday, gives the communt-
exchanged between the two ar-

at Port Arthur In regard to the fir-

ing at the Red Cross hospitals. The dis-

patch Is as follow* :—
At 6 o'clock on December 18th the Rus-

sians sent us a plan showing the position
of their hospitals together with the fol-
lowing instruction regarding Red Cross

" Instruction No. 926.
" Port Abthi a. December 4th (O S.)

" To the Army In the Kwangtung
Fortification Zone.

"' All Red Cross flags hoisted at all
hospitals and dressing stations, especially
in the new town, shall be struck, and
large Red Cross flags shall be displayed
only over the hospital buildings. Such
Institutions shall be shown by drawing
red crosses in white circles on the walls
of the buildings. The barracks of the
9th East Siberian Fusiliers shall be
handed over to M. Balashoff. Jager-
meitier, to be used as a hospital.

" I believe that after the JogermeUter
has conferred with the Japanese repre-
sentatives, the Japanese will refrain from
firing at our hospitals."

" Instruction No. 928.
" Herewith I order the Superintendent of

the General Accounts and Supply Bureau.
" The storehouses newly erected In con-

nection with the Red Cross St. Marys
Church Hospital, and now empty, shall be
delivered to General Balashoff to be used
as a hospital, and the work of the corn
mill at Klhotal shall be

" 3TOESSEL
"General-Adjutant,

Commander-in-Chief of the Kwang-
tung Fortification Zone.

" Made In duplicate with the Original.
"Colonel Reiss,

" Chief of Staff."

We sent a military messenger on the
22nd with the following letter addressed
to the Chief of Staff of the Port Arthur
Fortifications :

—
" December 22nd. 1904.

" Headquarters of the Port Arthur
Investing Army.

" Sin.—A plan Bhowlng the position of
the hospitals and copies of Instructions
Nos. 926 and 928. signed by you, which
you Bent to our advance post on the after-
noon of December 18th, have duly been
received.

"I avail myself of this further oppor-
tunlty and have the honour to declare
our position In regard to the question of
placing the hospitals out of danger from
our artillery Are.
" 1—As mentioned In a dispatch ad-

dressed by General Nogl to General
Stoessel on December 16th. our artillery
have never deliberately fired at hospitals
flying Red Croas flags. As those build-
ings shown in the plan as hospitals stand
between other buildings which we deem
It necessary to Are at. it may be possible
from deviation of range that the pro-
jectiles may accidentally strike the hos-
pital buildings.

" 2.—The acceptance by us of the plan,
as our Commissioner declared In the
course of the negotiations on December
16th. does not mean that we bind our-
selves not to flre at all buildings abown
in the plan. At least we retain the right
to aim and flre at those btilldlnj
the following two conditions :—

" A.—Those buildings which .
sldered as not used for hospitals after the
result of our own observations.

" B.—Those buildings, even though
known as being used for hospitals, which
are considered to be an Infringement of
the Geneva Convention.
"I consider that by this exchange of

communications the negotiations on this
question between the two armies have
been concluded.

"I am, yours respectfully.
" IJICHI."

" Major-General, Chief of Staff of the
Port Arthur Investing Army.

" To Colonel Reisr
" Chief of Staff of the

Fortification

Sunday, January 8th.

ADMIRAL KATAOKA, ." the third squadron of the

Fleet, reports as follows to the Naval
Staff of the Imperial Headquarters on
cruising operations :

—

The cruiser " Chlyoda" and a destroyer
flotilla returned at 2 o'clock on Thursday

from the neighbourhood of
Bay. The cruiser and de-

rcmalned outside Klaoehau Bay
till 6 o'clock In the evening of the 4th
Instant watching for the Russian de-
stroyers which had taken shelter there, but
saw no Russian boats leave the bay. The
detachment accepted the declaration of
the German authorities that the Russian
vessels had been dismantled and with-
drew. According to a report by the com-
mander of the Japanese destroyer flotilla

sent In the direction of Chefoo, the dis-
mantling of the Russian boats there was
carried out In proper order.

•

The dismantling of the Russian de-

stroyers and torpedo-boats at Chefoo was
completed on the 6th instant.

A Berlin telegram of the 6th Instant

states that the generosity shown by the

Japanese on the occasion of the fall of

Port Arthur has created a very favour-

able Impression In St. Petersburg.

A Reuter s telegram dated the 6th In-

stant reads :
—

The St. Petersburg correspondent of
tip Standard states that at a Council of

Ministers held at the Palace, and presided

over by the Tsar, it has been decided to

energetically prosecute the war, and to

provide General Kuropatkln with 200.000

troops before the end of February.

It was also decided that Admiral Roh-
JeBtvensky (and his fleet) be recalled.

An Imperial Decree has been issued ap-

pointing Admiral Skrydloff (until re-

cently In command at Vladivostok) a
member of the council of Admirals.

PORT ARTHUR.

LAST
DISPATCH.

AND SUFFERING IN THE
GARRISON.

What is probably the last dispatch sent

by General Stoessel to St. Petersburg

before his surrender left the Russian

fortress on the 29th ultimo. The Com-
mander also sent a dispatch on the 28th.

both of which have been telegraphed to

Tokyo from Europe and are published

below :—
Pout Ant in it. December 28th. 1904.

The garrison of the stronghold has at
last been reduced to an extremely unfortu-
nate and dismal plight. Our principal
enemy at present Is scurvy and 11-Inch
shells, Only a few of the garrison and
inhabitants are now free of the disease,
many being struck down one after ano-
ther in quick succession. Despite all

possible measures taken to suppress this
disease, it is rapidly spreading. We arc
compelled to remain Inactive and in

silence against the enemy's 11-Inch shells
as our ammunition Is exhausted. The
prevalence of scurvy and the great mor-
tality In officers killed and wounded one
after another, are dally reducing the de-
fensive power of the garrison. The
heavy casualties among high officers will
give some Idea of the magnitude of the
losses suffered by the garrison. Thus out
of ten Generals. Kondraohenko and
Chelvlk (?) have been killed In fighting.
Raparofsky died from disease, while my-
self and Rabene (?) have been wounded.
Goluatovsky has also received an injury.
Of ten regimental commanders, two have
been killed In lighting, two have died from
wounds, and four are wounded. Many
of the commanders of Inferior rank
have been killed or wounded or have
died from disease. Not a few companies
are now commanded by probationary
officers, the strength of each detachment
falling to about 60 men on an average.
Since December 18th the enemy ha*

suspended bayonet and rifle assaults.
Yesterday he blew up the mine at the
base of No. 5 fort, and twenty of the
enemy scsled the fort parapet. They
were all killed by being bayonctted or
by throwing bombs, but as a retaliation
for this the enemy bombarded us all day
and night with 11-lnch guns. The enemy
concentrated flre on our hospitals, while
he knows very well that our wounded
soldiers can never return to service. The
patients now in the hospitals number
14.000. and about 300 new patients ar-
rive dally,

The second dispatch reads :—
Port Aktiii k. December 29th. 1904.

At 10 o'clock yesterday morning the
enemy blew up part of thl parapet of
No. 3 fort, which was followed by a
severe storming of the whole front, es-
pecially or the fort. By about 3 o'clock
in the afternoon the enemy made a
charge against the parapet, advancing
from the ditch below and the escarpment.
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which were already occupied by htm.

This charge was twice repulsed by the

garrison. But the enemy occupied a
breach made by an explosion, and having
obtained reinforcements. In several bodies

began to cross over the ditch. By about

5 o'clock In the afternoon the enemy suc-

ceeded In carrying the parapet, and at

dusk a force of about two battalions

rushed into the fort. A portion of the

garrison retreated to the eaponniere,

against which the enemy posted machine
guns which barred the only way out for

our troops. Our reserves made assaults

three times in succession, but in vain.

Thus the fort fell into the hands of the

enemy. Our losses in this fighting were
very heavy, especially in officers.

The Japanese have now carried the

north-eastern line of defence. We can
hold out a few days longer, but our am-
munition Is almost exhausted. I will take
measures to avert any lighting In the city,

which would be a terrible trial for our
exhausted troops. Scurvy has greatly
reduced our power of defence. There are
10,000 men who can take up arms, but
every one of them Is more or less sick.

FURTHER DETAILS OF
PRISONERS.

END OF THE BLOCKADE.

A Notification of the Navy Department

was Issued yesterday announcing that the

Commander-in-Chief of the Imperial

Fleet made the following declaration on

January 7th formally raising the blockade

of the Llaotung Peninsula :

—

"The Llaotung Peninsula having en-

tirely fallen into the hands of the Japan-

ese Army, the blockade of the Peninsula,

declared on January 1st, 1905, has been

raised this day."

A dispatch from General Nogl gives

the following further list of prisoners of

war received by him up to noon of the

6th Instant :

—

Twenty-fifth Fusilier Regiment.—Offi-

cers, 42 ; rank and file, 1.432.

Twenty-sixth Fusilier Regiment—Offi-
cers. 40 ; rank and file. 1,420.

Twenty-seventh Fusilier Regiment.

—

Officers, S8 ; rank and file, 1.178.

Total—Officers, 140 ; rank and file.

4,030.

The above, added to the number re-

ceived on the 5th Instant, brings up the

total so far to 326 officers and 9,481 rank

and Ale formally handed over to the

Japanese.

IMPERIAL CONGRATULATIONS.

THE FRENCH PRESS ON
THE SURRENDER.

On the 6th InBtant the following Im-

perial Message was sent to Oeneral Baron
Nogl, Commander of the Third Army
Corps, and to Admiral Togo, Commander-
in-Chief of the Imperial] Fleet :

—
Port Arthur is a most important

stronghold both on land and sea. The
Third Army Corps and the Combined
Fleet, in harmonious co-operation, have
braved cold and heat, enduring all diffi-

culties and privations, and fighting gal-

lantly and energetically have captured
the Iron fortification and destroyed the
strong ships of the enemy, at last com-
pelling the enemy to deliver up the fortl
Acatlon and sue for terms.
Wo highly esteem the great achieve-

ments of your officers and men in the
of their duty.

A telegraphic resume has been received

at Tokyo of the opinion of the French

Press on the fall of Port Arthur.

The telegram say* the news of the

capitulation occupied a great deal of

space in all the French papers. The

Press agreed in regarding the surrender

as a most Important event, which would

have great moral effect. Each of the

belligerents Is eulogised In the highest

terms for the valour and perseverance

shown. Admiration Is expressed for the

gracious order of his Majesty the Em-

peror of Japan In regard to the treat-

ment of the Russian officers and men

surrendered. Not a few of the French

papers remark upon the significance of

the surrender of the Russians in Its In-

fluence on the sentiment of Asiatic

nations towards the Muscovites. Other

journals believe the time may come when

the Yellow races will rise and overcome

Europe. There Is a concensus of opinion

that the fall of Port Arthur will enabl»

Marshal Oyama to be reinforced by

80,000 men, and now the position both

of General Kuropatkin and of the Baltic

Squadron Is more difficult than ever.

None of the French papers express the

opinion that the surrender of Port

Arthur is likely to be a step toward*

Tuesday, January With.

THE other day we reported that the

British cruiser "Andromeda" had left

Chefoo for Port Arthur with provisions

and medical necessaries for the relief

of ithe garrison. It appears that this ex-

pedition of the " Andromeda " was purely

a voluntary one and in the cause of

humanity, but as the coming of the vessel

had not been formally notified to the

Japanese authorities at Port Arthur, the

help freely offered by the " Andromeda "

was declined, much to the regret. It is

now stated, of the Government at Tokyo.

A report reached Headquarters from the

Japanese Fleet to th«s effect that on the

4th Inst, the cruiser arrived near Tallen-

wan. without giving previous notice, and
offered to supply medical comforts and

necessaries, 4c. for the relief of the

wounded in the garrison, asking permis-

sion to send a boat to Port Arthur. The
Japanes e Commander returned thanks for

the offer, but declined to accept it on the

ground that there was sufficient medical

necessaries, though the offer might have

been accepted in case of need. The
"Andromeda" next asked to be allowed

to send a boat, but this was declined on

the plea of Che danger from

Shortly after this Sir Claude MacDonald

from Wei-hal-wet) represented to the Go-

vernment the nature of the mission of the
" Andromeda." and the Headquarters

being Informed, immediately dispatched

instructions that the offer of the " Andro-

meda " was to be accepted. But the mes-

sage arrived too late, as the cruiser had

already left for Wol-halwel. The authori-

ties In Tokyo have expressed their regret

that in consequence of a slight omission

of formality the generous offers of the

cruiser were declined. It will be re-

membered that the Russian Minister at

Peking also offered to send a steamer

with relief, and that this was declined on

the ground that the Llaotung Peninsula

was In a state of blockade.

The following dispatch from Admira'

Kataoka, Commander of the third squad-

ron of the Japanese Fleet, is published

by the Naval Staff at Tokyo :—
The enemy at Port Arthur, after offer-

ing to surrender, destroyed all the ves-

sels In the harbour, and sunk the
" S astonol " and " CH I a.'ny." wh;'-b '<

I I

been lying outside the harbour, on
1st Instant. Six destroyers dashed out of

Port Arthur on the night of the same
day, and were pursued by a detachment of

our squadron blockading Port Arthur. The
Russians, however, escaped, being able to

steam at high speed. The cruiser " Akitsn-

shima" (Commander Yamaya), a de-

stroyer flotilla (Commander FuJImoto).
and a torpedo-boat flotilla (Commander
Kasama) followed In the direction of

Chefoo in pursuit of the enemy, and Ad-

miral Masamirhi Togo with the cruiser

["Chiyoda" (Captain Murakami), the

j

gun -boat "Tatsuta" (Commander
Kamoya). and a destroyer flotilla (Com-

mander Suzuki) followed In the direc-

tion of Kiaot-hnu Bay. The appearance

of these squadrons compelled the Rus-

sian boats to be dismantled. Thus the

Russian sea powtr at Port Arthur ha«

now been totally destroyed. This Is

r-hiefly due (o the glory of his Majest?

the Supreme Commander of the Army
and .savy, but also in large measure to

the courageous and determined attack

made by the land force, wLich made

Port Arthur untenable for the enemy'*

squadron. It is my duty at Th? pre*cn'

moment to report that our campaign in

this respect has come to a most glorious!
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Anions the Japanese prisoners detained

at Port Arthur. It Is found that three be-

longed to tie crew of the " Otarumaru "

and two to the crew of the " Sasaml-

maru." These men were reported missing

on the occasion of the third attempt to
j

Mock the entrance ot Tort Arthur.

The llsvas Agency circulates the fol-

lowing dispatch regarding the reception

of the news of the surrender of Port

Artbar :

—

The news of the capitulation was first

re-em- 1 in Russia from Western Europe,

but it was doubted by the Russian*.

When, however. It was confirmed, the

pui.iic in general was dismayed. The

question that now occupies the attention

ot ihe Russian pcjple U. Who are respon-

sible for the disastrous and dreadful war.

and what will tie the effect u|M>n the

furore of Russia ? It is believed the

military (strength of Russia was not In-

adequate to attempt the relief of Tort

Arthur, vet nothing was or could be done,

which, it Is hold, clearly demonstrates the

Incapacity of the military authorities.

This sentiment leads the Russian public

to feel that the position of their country

la insecure. The DptniOIl la lhai the war

will Involve the homo administration 10

great difficulties. The unbroken series o,

(Meats on land and sea. through which

tie prestige of Russia has been lost, ha*

placed the Government in a most critical

position, the more so that it Is beset by

domestic troubles of a serious character.

•
• *

The Paris Temp*, in discussing Russia's

position, observes that Russia must obtain

supremacy on the sea belore she can po«-

libly recover Port Arthur. Japan, which

has captured Port Arthur by force of

arms, will never allow Russia to re-take

the stronghold In the same way. The only

method open to Russia Is by diplomacy

or by offering some compensation to

Japan for the return of Port Arthur, and

it Is Improbable such an offer will be

accepted. Russia compelled Japan to

abandon Port Arthur in 1895 by di-

plomacy, and Japan has had her revenge-

in other wards, the object of Japan in

toe present war Is to enforce the original

condition* of the Shlmonosckl Treaty.

I

the Japanese. The sufferers frequently

attempted to crawl back to the Russian
' lines, but were compelled by weakness l

I
and the pain of their wounds, as well as

the steady firing, to abandon the attempt.

Finally, when only three men were left

I

alive, there Japanese came, one of whom
accidentally stepped on the leg of a
soldier, who groaned aloud from pain.

Finding him alive, the Japanese dragged
him away from his comrades, who were
too weak to help him, despite his despair-

ing entreaties One of the Japanese
auspiciously kicked lschenko in the side,

hut left him for dead.
Harzamatoff anil lschenko fina'.ly re-

solved to make a las: desperate effort the

next night to creep back to the Russian
lines, which were phi paces distant, and
after dragging their bodies slowly and
ip.infully a portion of the distance they
were observed by a Russian sentry an;'

met wllh volleys from Russian rifles,

forcing them to lie still in the millet un-

til the firing octtad, when I hey finallv

slice. eded in reaching the line*, where
Ihey were cared for. fed and sent to a
hospital train.

The Army Order paints the sublime
heroism and modesty of these two m?n
in glowing colours, especially that or

llnrzamslo.T. who. being but slightly
woillid-ii. could have Joined the Russian
troops sooner, but preferred to remain
with l:is comrades. " Ills regiment." the
Order says. " should be proud to have
such a mart in its ranks."

* •

A Tenter's td^ram of the 7th Instant

reids :
—

Renter's correspondent at St. Peters-

burg states that at the Council of Minis-

ters held at the Palace a discussion took

place with regard to the recall of Admiral

Rohjestvensky. but no decision was

reached.

Admiral Bobrovosky's squadron has

left Suda Bay. its destination being given

as Port Said.

THE SURRENDER OF FORT
ARTHUR.

Marshal Oyama and General Nogi. and

this was followed by several rounds of

cheering for the Emperor and force*.

Tenjin bridge was effectively illumlna'ej.

with characters representing the " Fall

of Port Arthur."

FORT ARTHUR.

THE DELIVERY OF PRISONERS.

REJOICINGS IN OSAKA.

An Army Order was Issued by General

Kuropatkin early In December calling

attention to the exceptional heroism, s*lf-

sacrifice and dcvoUon of two

wounded Infantrymen. Hariamatoff

lschenko, who, with a dozen

wounded men. lay for forty-four days in

abandoned trenches between the Russian

and Japanese lines, suffering from

the bitter cold and the lack of food.

The story told Is a very painful on?, and

It should be remembered where It reflects

on the Japanese that It rests upon the

testimony of one Bide only :

—

Harzamatoff. who was only slightly

wounded, assisted the othars Into the

trenches, took coats from the dead to

cover them, bound their wound* and dug

a well. The Japanese came and took

away the coats and filled in the well.

Hariamatoff again got the coats, re-

opened the well and secured a little dry

bread and rice from dead Russians and
Japanese. The men also were compelled

to eat raw millet. Japanese made
several visits to the trenches, but paid

no attention to the wounded and render»d

no assistance. The Russian!
death, fearing to fall Into the

Osaka was en fete on Sunday, the fall

being celebrated particularly at the de-

pot of the Osaka Army Division, and

generally throughout the whole city. The

army ceremonies were held on the parade

ground outside Osaka castle, which was

gaily decorated and visited by large

crowds. In the morning the troops at

present in Osaka marched to the parade

ground. A model of the fortifications of

Port Arthur made of straw was fired and

blown up. Russian Hags and the effigies

of the heroic garrison perishing In the

fire. This representation was received

with loud che'.rs.

Bugles called the troops to attention,

and General Ibaragl. commanding the

depot, read an address. The General

propoa;d " banzai " for the Emperor, the

troops at the front, and the nation. Sol-

diers wore given refreshment, and the

proceedings ended at about on* o'clock in

the afternoon.

The City Municipality celebrated at

Nakanoshlma Park at four o'clock in the

alternoon. Fireworks were discharged

In various parts of the city throughout

, the afternoon. At the park. Governor

t>"gned Takeeakl and the Mayor. Mr. Tsuruhara.

of read

The delivery of prisoners of war was

completed at 4. 30 p.m. on Saturday. The

total number of troops now in the hands

of the Japanese Is !>TS officers and 23,491

of the rank and file.

l i> to the 8th Instant the officers who
took the oath not to participate further

In the present war numbered 411. or half

the number of officers. Of the officers o"

high rank of the Army and Navy, Generals

Falk. Smirnoff, and Gorl atovsky (?). the

Commander of an Infantry Brigade, and
Rear-Admlral Wlren declined to take the

oath, and are to le brought to Japan.

The number of the prisoners received

by the Japanese on the 7th instant was

.1G9 officers and 6.814 men. Divided ac-

cording to their rank and positions, the

prisoners arc as follows :
—
Officers. Others.

General Stoessel's Staff 9

Staff of the commander of

Kwanting province 6

Engineers 11

Telegraph Corps 4

Railway Corps 1

Cavalry 4

" Retvlsan " complement 22

"Pobieda" 22

"Pallada" 11

"Peresviet " 15

" Poltava" 16

" Sevastopol " 31

" Bayan " 15

"Bobr." gun boat 12
" Strojevoy," destroyer 4

"Otvajny." gunboat 6

"Gtljak." gun-boat 5

"Amur" 7

Naval Headquarters Staff 3

Harbourmaster's Office 60

Marine Station 69

Torpedo Station 10

Judicial Court 3

Field Post and Telegraph

29

15

269

60

155

177

446

570

208

607

311

507

259

99

52

124

72

173

3

29

2,531

142

3

Total

SITUATION ON THE SHAHO.

NEW S OF THE GREAT SURRENDER.

which are to be sent to

Tokyo from the frcnt that

General Kuropatkln I* In Mukden. Gene-

ral Kuropatkln and his officers appear to

have learned the fall of Port Arthur on

the 4th Instant, when the Generals in

command of the several Army Corp* and

those who have remained in the lighting

line were all summoned to Mukden. The

troops on the fighting line appear to

know nothing of the surrender, as is very

likely the case. Tho strength of the Rus-

sian reinforcements which have arrived

at the front since the battle of the Shaho

i* estimated at only about 50,000 men with

Digitized by Google



114 DIARY OK THE RUSSO-.I APAN BSE WAR. [January 10th.

SATURDAY'S CELEBRATIONS
IN TOKYO.

Last Saturday was the day set apart In

Tokyo for the celebration of the fall.

It had rained the previous evening, but

Saturday dawned fine and clear with

brilliant sunshine, and Hlblya Park,

where the official celebration was held,

was crowded by a pleasure-seeking mul-

titude.

From early morning, the various public

bodies In the city, marching In proces-

sion with banners and music, assembled

in the park. As the morning advanced,

distinguished men began to arrive—the

Premier and other Ministers of State,

members of the diplomatic corps, mem-
bers of the Diet, naval and military

and Government

In the afternoon Admirals Togo and

Kamimura. with their staffs, visited the

park and ware of course the centre of In-

!
terest and the object of deafening ap

plause from the vast crowds which

thronged the place. At about this

lime the notables who were assembled

took their aeats on the large plat-

form and the ceremonies began. Th.'

band played a selection, after which

Mr. Ozakl. Mayor of Tokyo, read an

address eulogising the heroes of the

day. The playing of the Kimigayo was

followed by cheers for the Emperor and

the Army and Navy, the latter being ac-

knowledged by speeches from the Minis-

ters for War and the Navy. Mr. Yamane.

a member of the Dlot, proposed a " ban-

zai " for Admiral Togo, to which that

replied with a

speech on behalf of himself and Admiral

Kamimura. "Banzai" were also given

for Admiral Dewa
It is estimated that over a hundred

thousand people were gathered in tli*

park, which we should think is well h«.

low the actual numbers. It Is curtou*

that no mention la made in the veraarular

reports of the presence of ladies, the chH
attraction of such assemblies.

Upon the conclusion of the ceremonies

Admiral Togo planted a laurel tree on

the banks of the park lake, to com-

memorate the day"a events. Admiral

Kamimura assisted the Commander-in-

Chief In this ceremony. After this, It is

stated, the crowd demanded another

glimpse of the hero-Admirals, who once

more mounted the platform and were

! frantically

Wcdncsttui/, .latumnj Wth.

A DISPATCH reached the Imperial Head-A quarters yesterday from General Nogi
in which he states that three more officers

have been taken prisoner besides those

reported in his previous dispatch. The
name of Admiral Wiren Is given as one
of these prisoners, while the others are

Major-Generals whose names arc un-
decipherable In the kana. Among the

officers who have taken the oath not to

serve again in the present war and have
therefore been released, the names of

General Stoessel and Major-General Keiss

with two others are given. Admiral
Prince Ukhtomsky and two other Ad-
mirals, together with an Engineer In-

spector-General, having also taken the

oath have thus secured for themselves safe

Eleven of the gallant crew of the third

Port Arthur blocking fleet, who were miss-

ing and were believed to have perished,

have been discovered alive at Port Arthur,
where they have been retained as

prisoners. They were received by the

Japanese army and placed on a hospital

ship, as the unfortunate men are suffering

from scurvy. Seven of them belonged to the
" Sagaml-maru " and four to the " Otaru-

maru." It will be remembered that they

voluntered to serve, lots being drawn.

Two of them were drawn from the " Shlkl-

shlma," two from the " Asahl," and one

each from the " Helyen," " Chlkushi."
" Chlyoda." " Suma." " Atago," " Idzuku-

shima," and " Akashi."

In reference to a statement that there

is to be an inquiry into the surrender of

Port Arthur, the Xovoe Vrtmya declares:

" Let us have a court-martial by all

means ; then we shall discover why the

fortress was unsupplled with food and

ammunition, and who are Russia's real

enemies. Infinitely more dangerous than

A Renter's dispatch of the 9th Instant

reads :
—

The wave of popular emotion first

caused in 8t. Petersburg by the news of

the surrender of Port Arthur baa already

subsided, the Christmas festival having

created a diversion of attention on the

part of the public, which Is joyously cele-

brating the festival in theatres, music-

halls, restaurants, and taverns.

On the other hand, funeral services

held at the Isaac and Kasan Cathedrals

in memory of the soldiers and sailors who

have fallen at Port Arthur have been very

poorly attended.

Reuter's correspondent at St. Petersburg

states that the following vessels will

leave Libau between January 28th and

February 2nd to Join Admiral Rohjest-

vensky s Squadron :—The battleship

" Imperator Nicola! I. (9,700 tons) ; ths

coast-defence ironclads " General Admiral

Apraksin." " Admiral Senlavlne." and

" Admiral Oushakoff " (all of 4.120 tons),

and the armoured cruiser " Vladimir

Monomakh " (about 5.700 tons).

POKT ARTHUR APPOINTMENTS.

Vice-Admiral Shlbayama. Commander-

in-Chief of the Kure Port Admiralty. hM

been appointed Commander-in-Chief of

the Port Arthur Port Admiralty ; Rear-

Admiral Uyemura, Harbour-master of

Yokosuka Naval Port, now becomes liar

bour-master of Port Arthur ; while Cap-

tain Tamari has been appointed the Chlsf

of staff of Port Arthur.

Vlce-Admlral Arima, Director of the

Shipping and Ordnance Bureau in the

Navy Department, has succeeded Ad-

miral Shlbayama as the Commander ln-

Chlef of the Kure Port Admiralty.

lltnrsfttti/. January \2th.

CP HE large number of prisoners taken at

*• Port Arthur seems to have been re-

ceived with surprise In Europe, and to

have somewhat altered the tone of public

opinion as to the quality of the defence

offered by the Russians. A London tele-

gram to the Atahi says that In view of

the large number of prisoners public

opinion on the attack and defence of

Port Arthur has undergone a change in

Austria. It ia now declared that the

reputation for heroism should be mono-
polised by the Japanese and that the Rus-

sians are not entitled to share In the

honours. Opinion In England has also

I changed. The English are now Inclined

to regard the Japanese victory as greater

than was at first supposed.

• •

The news of the surrender of Port

Arthur was. according to one of the

Shanghai papers, universally received

with delight by the Ohlnese there,
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singled with deep admtrmtton for the

heroic deeds of the conquerors. It is

stated Uiat Yuan Taotai went In a private

capadtv to the Japanese Consulate to

congratulate Mr. Odaglrl on the success

of bis countrymen at Port Arthur.

The steamer "King Arthur." which

was recently captured off Port Arthur,

ha* been declared a lawful prize by the

Sasebo Prize Court. An employ* of

Kn:i • ft Albers and three other

who left Port Arthur by the

gether with the

Ine of the master and six

a Chinese, and 48 Indians—were brought

to Nagasaki on the 10th Instant and re.

According to the latest news the Rus-

ilaos on the Shaho are being gradually

reinforced on the left wing. The forces

la and near Kansho are estimated at

about 18,000. Skirmishes are taking place

dally in that direction.

A Reuters dispatch of the 10th

The Kaiser has conferred the Order of

Merit upon General Stoessel and General

Sogl In recognition of heroic bravery at

Port Arthur.

Admiral Bobrovosky's squadron has

arrived at Port Said.

THE SURRENDER FINALLY
COMPLETED.

The delivery of forts,

tlon, Ac. at Port Arthur was c

to the Army was handed over to the

Commander of the Japanese garrison,

ud that belonging to naval affairs to

Admiral Kataoka, Commander of the

third squadron.

Details of the trophies taken at Port

Arthur are to be published In a few days.

discovery, the fats of every vessel of the
Port Arthur squadron la now accounted
for. Three destroyers, the " Boevoy."
•Silny," and " Bdltlelny," are stranded
and wrecked close to the pier of the
torpedo station. Two others, the " Storo-

Jevoy " and " Rajiatshtiy," are stranded
and wrecked close to a pier about a
thousand metres west of the other de-

stroyers. When the five or six others
which dashed out of the harbour are

counted, there is only one destroyer

which Is not now accounted for. and
search Is now being made.

It Is added by the Headquarters that a

report has reached them from Port

Arthur that the gun boats " Vsadnlk

"

and " Galdamak " are also sunk In prox-

imity to the torpedo station.

WRECKAGE IN PORT AKTHUR
HARBOUR

The following dispatch was received In

Tokyo on Tuesday night from Commander
Tanaka, a Naval Staff officer of the

Imperial Headquarters, who was recently

sent to Investigate :

—

The Russian gun-boat "DJlJdJIt" is

sunk to the east of the torpedo station

In the western harbour of Port Arthur.
Its three masts are visible above the
water. She was sunk by our fire after

the occupation of the 203-metre Hill.

The gun boat "Rasboynlk" is sunk at

the base of the lighthouse at the en-
trance to the harbour, and obstructs the
fairway. Her masts are half out of the
water. It appears that she was sunk by
her own crew. The gun-boat " Zablaka

"

Is sunk about 300 metres south-west of
Tiger's Tall In the western harbour, and
her masts and funnel are visible above
water. She was sunk by our Ore after
the occupation of Lungahan. By this

COST OF PRISONERS.

the Russian prisoners of war now In

Japan number 3.623. exclusive of those

who are arriving and will arrive from
Port Arthur during the next few days.

When this great army Is Included, the

total cost of their maintenance Is es-

timated at about ¥15,000 per day—nearly
V6.000.000 per annum. This estimate Is

likely to be well under the actual

PRISONEKS FOR MOJI.

to a telegram to Mojl the
first batch of prisoners of war destined

for that port were to leave Dalny on
Tuesday, and were expected to arrive by
several Bteamers between yesterday after-

noon and this morning. The " Yawata-
maru " is to bring over 16 officers and
550 rank and Me

J
the " MoJI-maru " 4

officers and 50 men; the

maru " 5 officers and 200

the " Yorltomo-maru " 8 officers and 201

men—33 officers and 1.001 men In all. Up
to yesterday morning no prisoners had
arrived at Mojl.

ARRIVAL OK PRISONERS AT
NAGASAKI

The first batch of prisoners of war

from Port Arthur destined for Japan

arrived at Nagasaki at 8 o'clock on Tues-

day morning (10th) on board the " Tosa-

maru." Upon the arrival of the vessel

the Harbour Office authority commenced

a quarantine inspection, the steamer

being watched by the launches of the

Water Police.

The " Tosa-mani " carried as prisoners

of war 28 officers and 1,574 of the rank

and file. The senior officer present was

a Colonel, and all officers, with one or

two exceptions who were elderly men,

wore their uniforms. Ensign Fuji! was

In command of the small Japanese guard

posted on deck.

The quarantine Inspection was con-

cluded at 10 o'clock, after which the

Russians, forming in ranks, were medi-

cally examined one after

Twenty-six officers, with a like

of orderlies or attendants, who landed at

I, were sent to Inasa after being

disinfected. The prisoners on board

maintained good order, but appeared de-

pressed. Men of the rank and file were

variously dressed, some wearing heavy

winter head covering and others summer
caps, and all appeared very dirty. The
"Tosa-maru" left Nagasaki for Nlno-

shlma near Shlmonosekl shortly before

noon.

The Russian officers who landed at

Nagasaki, and who having given their

parole are to be sent home, left the
" Tosa-maru " in two steam launches and
their servants followed In two lighters.

As the small vessels drew away from
the steamer the officers waved farewell

to the men on board, who responded

with a cheer. It would be difficult

to aay who appeared the most down-
hearted, officers or men. The for-

mer with their attendants were taken

at once to the Nagaml quarantine station,

where they were examined before being

conducted to Inasa. It was noticed that

one officer had with him a large black

dog. Each officer possessed one trunk

and a rug.

At the quarantine station the Russian

body-servants were required to take
affirmation not to again fight against

Japan during present hostilities before

they were allowed to accompany the

officers who were to be permitted to

leave. I* appeared from their shoulder-

strapB that both officers and men belong
to the Fifth East Siberia Regiment

It Is very satisfactory to learn that the

officers and men are being treated with

every consideration. The Nagasaki

correspondent of the Aaahi telegraph*

Inasa by the leading residents of Naga-
saki, members of the Nagasaki Patriotic

Society, and residents of Inasa. They
were shown over the Ooshlnji Temple,

where they were entertained ai

waited upon by young girls. This

has an historic connection with

and Is to-day In charge ot the Russian

cemetery at Inasa. The officers, says the

correspondent, appeared to be In sound

health and to enjoy their surroundings.

A Russian priest who accompanied the

officers shook hands with the priest In

charge of the temple, and Colonel Tricha-

koff, the senior officer, on behalf of his

colleagues, expressed his thanks for the

reception. He said they occupied their

present unhappy position as the result

of defeat, but were che-red by the cordial

reception given them. If there were pre-

sent any Journalists, he hoped they would

publish his expression to the world, aa

their reception showed that the Japanese

nation ranked high In civilisation. The

party afterwards had tiffin at the re-

sidence of Mr. Mataumori. Afterward*

the A$aM correspondent interviewed

Colonel Trlchakoff. who. In answer to

questions, said he did not know when

General Stoessel would leave Port Arthur

or where he was going. He was with his

wife, but tii» daughter was not with
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take away with them four or flvo young
I

vice four times after recovering: from acknowledged by their Government,

ladles, the daughters of officers killed or wounds. He himself was severely ' Decorations, however, had been bestowed
wounded. Colonel Trlch&koff said that wounded In the back, while few of the ' by General Stoessel. The correspondent

General Stoessel had been wounded above
|

priests In 4he fortress escaped. They says that with these words the CokHMl
the right ear, and that none of the had been isolated from home for a long buret Into tears. He concluded by say!nn

officers at Inasa had escaped unhurt, time and their services (botn of officers that of the twelve Generals at Port

while some had actually returned to ser- 1 and men) could therefore not be directly Arthur four had refused to take the oath

fri'ifai/. January \fith.

Refore the end I had every liberty

and could have been shot as easily

as not for all the hindrance put in

the way. Nor was any Information
dented me. except such technical details

as could Interest military men alone, and
which, once public, mlerht cause great

damage In acquainting the enemy with
the conditions. But of all the things in

which the world is interested—the mav-

AYESTERDAY'S OfllWa/ Oazrtte contains

1 the following announcement:—" The

Japanese subjects who were on board the

steamer 1 Hanyel-mnru 1 when she was

sunk, and were taken prisoner by the

Russians and kept at Port Arthur, have

been received by the Japanese army.

They are Mlyamura Kan. correspondent

of the Owfea 4«M : Fujikawa Nanjlro. Ing or troops, the firing of batteries,

assaulting, care of the wounded, location

of entrenchments and strange methods of
warfare employed- I was permitted to

photograph and sketch as fully as I

pleased. Of course. I was not permitted
to send this matter out for nearly three
months : but the rule prohibiting It was
one of plausible military urgency and I

could not complain. As for the Individual
Japanese, from private to General, ho is

a delightful associate.

Mr. Rarry did not think Port Arthur
would fall Inside of two months, and

THE ARTILLERY FIGHT AT
TASHICHAO.

DESCRIBED AS a RUSSIAN SUCCESS

Chief Purser : Imasugi Masuji and Mik!

Mltsutaro. pursers, and four sailors, with

the engineer and Tanabe C.enkichi. a

merchant ( passenger I
." This was the

vessel which was used by the Osak t

Amhi as a dispatch-boat.

• •

Mr. Richard Barry, representative of

the San Francitco Chronicle, who was for

about three months with the Investing

army at Port Arthur, returned to

America by the " lyo-maru " last month.

when it did Anally succumb, he predicted

there would be no such srenes as char-

acterised its fall to the Japanese at the

and is one of the correspondents who time of the Japanese-Chinese war. "The
have a good word to say for the Japanese entry of the conquering army will be one
as a military host. After waiting nearly of thoroughly military discipline. ' peace-

five months in Tokyo. Mr. Barry in July ful,' If such a term may be used In speak-

was assigned to the Third Army Corps Ing of war." We are glad to believe that

operating against Port Arthur. He his estimate In this respect has been

landed in Dalny August 1st, took a hurried

trip over the battlefields of the campaign

from Nanshan down the peninsula and

joined the army or August 19th, wheu

he witnessed the first grand assault on

Port Arthur. From August 19th to

November 8th the correspondent saw

every assault made, three of them from

distances of 400 to 800 yards. He moved
about from division to division and live J

the life of the army. The correspon-

thoroughly Justified by the event.

The A*aJH correspondent with the

Japanese army at Port Arthur sends a
telegram to the following effect :—
General Stoessel with his wife and chil-

dren, Major-General Reisa and others

left Port Arthur on the 11th instant and
proceeded to ChangllnUe. from which

dent's Impressions of the Japanese may place they proceeded to Dalny with Gene-
be described in his own words :

—

Once with the army in the field, the

courtesy and hospitality of the Japanese
are almost beyond belief— in fact, em-
barrassing. One had to scheme dili-

gently to visit an officer or even a private,

and the privates are as Interesting and
likable as the officers, to escape hospi-

tality wtich we all knew they could ill

afford time or energy to Turnlsh. In the

of the

rals Falk and Smirnoff and other officers

and their wives.

of the campaign they

A Renter's dispatch of the 11th instant

Is as follows :

—

Reuter's correspondent in the Island of

Mauritius reports that It is rumoured a

able to supply Japanese fleet Is at Diego Garcia Island

with all necessities and many com-
forts, and the foreigner, a non-combatant,
was looked after as carefully as one of

their own Generals. The looking after,

at times, was a bit too careful, and wo
had to plead and argue to have its

vigilance released : but I am convinced
that thia surveillance was due far more
to a concern for our well being than to thelr vigilance,

any fear that we would learn too much
of the precious military secrets ; because,

they were finally able to under-
that we came to take risks and to

be responsible for our own safety, we

(about midway between Madagascar and

Ceylon).

Admiral Rohjestvensky was Informed

on the 2nd January that the Japanese

have advanced to meet the Baltic squad-

ron, and the Russians have redoubled

Admiral Rohjestvensky'a aide-de-camp,

interviewed at Tamatave (Madagascar) on

the 3rd January, said the Baltic squadron

would require a month to

were permitted to see all we wanted. Indian Ocean.

The Yiestnik 3tan<ljur*koi Armii. or

the " Manchurlan Army Messenger." pub-

lishes an account written by Lieut -Col

Pashtchenko. of the artillery fight at

T.ishlchao on July 24th. where tor the

first time the Russians prepared the posi-

tions for their masked batteries at the

last moment, so that they could not be

seen and reported by spies beforehand

Tne result showed that the success of

the Japanese in previous fights was not

due to their having superior weapons,

hut to the facts that in the first battles

the Russians did not trouble to mask

their batteries at all. and that later the

masked positions made ready

forehand were revealed to the

At the beginning of the Tashlehao

flgnt. continues the account, the Russians

had four batteries, which were streng-

thened towards evening by a fifth. Only

three batteries actually took part in the

fight at first, because the position of the

fourth battery did not permit it to open

fire effectively. The three batteries num-

bered 22 guns, and against them they

had 12 Japanese batteries numberinK

72 guns extended along a front

of about four miles. Two Russian bat-

teries, the 2nd and .".rd of the 9th East

Siberian artillery brigade, against whlih

the Japanese concentrated their fire, were

placed 5.V) yards behind a ridge about

80ft. high, in front of which the Russian

infantry were entrenrhed. and at some

hundred yards from the bottom of the

Incline. The regulation distance between

Russian guns Is 12 paces, but IJeut.-Col.

Pashtchenko had calculated that the

Japanese allowed 30 paces, and he fol-

lowed their example. The Japanese kno*

exactly the zone, some 17 yards at the

most, covered by the Russian shrapnel*

when they burst, and place their guos

accordingly. At daybreak on July 24th.

the Japanese opened fire from ts'o bat-

teries, and it soon became evident that

It was directed on the false emplacement*

prepared as a ruse by the Russians on

the summit of the hill. The first shell

fell half-way up the Incline on the Japan-

ese side, the second landed on the crest

of the hill near the unoccupied emplace-

ments and the trenches of the Rnssiafl

Infantry. In course of time the whole

12 Japanese batteries directed tnelr fire

so as to search all along the ridge, but.

falling in their efforts to locate U»
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uns, (hey gradually extended

their rtw to 200 yards beyond the ridge,

carefully searching with their Are the

whole of the hillside to that distance.

Eventually some ordinary shells fell

within the Russian emplacements, but

without doing any damage, and these

followed by shells which went be-

the Russian batteries. At 3 in the

afternoon the 4th battery of the 1st East

Siberian artillery brigade took up a posi-

tion which was Insufficiently masked by

a ridge In front of It. as the flashes of

light at the mouths of the guns could

be seen from the Japanese post of ob-

servation, which was. as usual, out of

This ba<lly-mask*d battery at

received the fire of two or three

Japanese batteries and suffered loss. On
the other band two Japanese batteries

which attempted to come to closer

quarters were put out of action by the

fire. At about 5 p.m. a third

battery succeeded In reaching

the lop of a hill on the Russian flank,

but at the same time a Cossack battery

galloped up and, being well masked by a

village, was able to inflict serious damage
on the Japanese battery without its own
position being discovered. At 8 p.m. a
fourth Japanese battery advanced to a
village of which the range was well

known to the Russians and was soon
compelled to cease fire, and Are ceased

generally at 9 p.m.

After 15 hours' cannonade the Russians

bad only GO casualties. This Bmall result

was due to the successful masking of

the Russian guns and to the superiority

of their fire as regards rapidity. This
latter caused the Japanese to report that

they had been opposed by 100

guns. In an artillery fight the Japanese

tactics are to open fire with one or two

exposed batteries so as to tempt the

slans to reply and so reveal the

of their batteries, but on this occasion

these tactics failed. The Japanese also

extend their guns along a wide front,

whereas it has been the custom of the

Russians to mass theirs. The Russians

are using more extensively the range-

finder of Captain Aubry, of the French

artillery, which they find excellent. With
regard to fresh supplies of ammunition
the Japanese employ long lines of men
to pass It from hand to hand from the

ammunition waggons which And cover

distance In the rear.

THE PRTSONKRS AT NAGASAKI.

A REFUSAL TO TAKE THE OATH.

According to Nagasaki

Unas lan officers and men from Port

Arthur, who are now quartered at Inasa,

Nagasaki, are allowed to take walks to

the city of Nagasaki dally between 9

o'clock in the morning and 4 o'clock in

l hr. afternoon. These, of course, are the

officers and men who are to be sent home
after taking the oath not to fight again

In the present war.

Colonel Tri. haknff called on the com-

mander of the Nagasaki fortifications and

also on Governor Arakawa on the 11th

and expressed his thanks for the kind

treatment received. A Russian soldier.

In attendance upon one of the officers

released at Port Arthur who has arrived

at Nagasaki, on being requested to do so

at the quarantine station, refused to take

the oath not to again fight against Japan.

He said he preferred to remain In Japan

as a prisoner with his comrades. The

is a Pole and ranks as a first-class

Upon his arrival at Inasa. he

urged through Colonel

Trichakoff to take the oath, but he ad-

hered firmly to his resolution. He de-

clared that he had once sworn to serve

the Tsar, and would never take an oath

again to the contrary. He was detained

at the Nagasaki Gendarmerie station for

the night, and in the morning the Com-
mander of the Gendarmerie further urged

him to comply, but he flatly declined. He
Is therefore to be brought to Dalrl aa a

prisoner of war. The man belonged to

the 5th Regiment of the 4th Fusilier

Division under General Falk He holds

the decoration of the Order of St. George

In recognition of distinguished rer-

viccs rendered In the fighting at Nai-

shan. In the bath-room of the quaran-

tine station on the 10th instant, the man
Is said to have expressed his discontent

with the Russian authorities. The Rus-

sian soldiers, he said, had fought very

gallantly, and the present humiliation In-

flicted upon Russia at Port Arthur was

accounted for by lack of Intelligence and

foresight on the part of the Russian Go-

vernment. The Japanese soldiers, he

continued, not only displayed grot

courage, but they treated the Russian*

prisoners more kindly and liberally than

they (Russian soldiers) were treated by

the Russian authorities. Only seventeen

men survived of the company to which

this soldier belonged. The chief motive

of the refusal of the man to take the oath

is believed to be that he fears that if he

returns to Russia after having done so.

he will be sentenced to death beause he

is a Pole.

Saturday, January 14./;.

rnilE crew of the Atahi dispatch-boat
A " Hanyel-marn " (sunk by the Rus-

sians outsldo Port Arthur some months
ago), who, as already reported, have been

received by the Japanese at Port Arthur,

arrived at Dalny on the 4th instant.

Eight out of ten are sick and were placed

In the Dalny Military Hospital. While
at Port Arthur they were quartered to-

gether with about a hundred Japanese

prisoners. Including the crew of the
" Sagami-maru " and the " Otaru-maru."

late of the blocking fleets. They allege

that aa prisoners they were not well

treated by the Russians, only a small

quantity of black bread being given them
for each meal. In consequence, the

majority of the prisoners were suffering

from scurvy when released.

Prince Komatau. a commander in the

Navy, has been promoted to the rank of

Captain, and Prince Yamashtna, Lleut -

•.ommandcr. has been ralBed to the rank

of Commander.

• •

A Japanese officer attached to the left

wing of the Port Arthur investing army
arrived at Mojl on the Cth instant, and

in an interview with an Ataht correspon-

dent said the column to which he be-

longed was In high spirits after carrying

Fengtai on the 31st December. On
New Year's day a detachment blew up

the Yoshlnaga fort, and charged, aa

officers and men desired to celebrate the

New Year. The fort was strongly de-

fended and the garrison made a desperate

resistance, but was driven out by mid-

night. Another detachment blew up

East Kelkwan Hill fort, when the Rus-

sians retreated. It was soon known that

the fort was deserted, and the Japanese

took possession at 2 a.m. A fort on the

south-east was also abandoned. Ano-

ther Japanese detachment commenced
an attack on the north fort of Pelkl Hill,

and It was carried by dawn, when Co
Are on both sides was suspended as the

result of the meeting of the Japanese and

Russian officers during the night. At

9 o'clock on the morning of the 2nd the

representatives of each army met to ar-

range the procedure of surrender. The

Russians came down the hill with ap-

parent Joy at the prospect of peace, and

both Japanese and Russians had a sort

of social gathering, exchanging wine and

food. Some seventeen or eighteen Kus-

slan soldiers, however, who had lost their

way. found themselves In the Japanc<o

lines and were taken prisoner. They de-

manded that they should be freed as thev

had only come out for a walk ! On the

3rd Instant the guard on both aides was

a little slackened. The Russians showed

no signs of disorder. The sounds of

explosion wore occasionally heard In the

direction of the city. On the 4th the

delivery of the forts was commenced as

agreed upon, and on the 5th General Nogi

met General Stoeasel. The following day
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General Nogl Inspected the line of

and the city. The Ri

prisoner were at once collected In the

city under charge of the Sameshiina

column, and then they were sent on to

Changllntze. The wives of Russian

officers had all been taking refuge at the
|

base of Laoti Hill. The Japanese officer

aay« he visited the old city, where he

found only a few Chinese remaining. It
,

was In a shocking condition. From state-

menu of the Russians, the principal
j

factors which Induced General Stoessel to

surrender appear to have been the heavy

bombardment of the Japanese artillery,

the condition of the wounded and sick,

who numbered about 20,000. and the re-

duction of the garrison to 4.000 men
of relief.

those mentioned. 35 small

have fallen into the hands of

the Japanese, and these can be used after

being repaired.

A Renter's telegram dated the 12th In-

stant reads :
—

Admiral Skrydloff has left

for St. Petersburg.

Admiral Bobrovoaky's

entered the Sue* Canal.

DETAILS OF TROPHIES.

General Nogi report* that the delivery

of the forts, ships, arms, and other pro-

perty which has fallen Into the hands

of the Japanese at Port Arthur is now

complete. A description and the quantity

of the trophies formally received are

, as follows :—

OFFICERS ON PAROLE AT
NAGASAKI.

Two steamers carrying prisoners of

war arrived at Nagasaki on Thursday,
when those officers who took the oath at

Port Arthur were landed. After

going quarantine inspection, the

were conducted to Inasa. where they were
quartered In nine houses. There are
four Held officers in the party, eighteen
company officers, two surgeons, two
priests, seven sergeant-majors, and two
civil officials. They belong to the 13th,

14th. and 16th Bast Siberian Fusiliers.

The commander of the 13th

Lieut-Colonel Kalkoff. was
times. In the latest fighting he

rough both legs, and had to

be carried to Inasa. The Lieut. -Colonel

commanding the 14th Regiment was
wounded In the bead by a bomb, and his

regiment lost almost all Its officers and
I
men In the course of ten engagements.

;

The eight surviving officers all signed

|

the affirmation. One of these had re-

ceived no less than thirteen rifle

In the latest fighting. It Is

tnat the 36th Kegiment met the

experience, all the

a surgeon being killed.

steamers, and will not be completed be-

fore the 25th Inst

The first batch ol prisoners of war to

be Interned at Osaka left UJina by the

8 a.m. train, and passed through Kobe
at 1.30 yesterday afternoon. The train

carried G48 men. A
slating of the

through this city at 3 o'clock. Kobe and

Sannomiya stations and the railway cross-

ings through the city were crowded with

spectators yesterday as the trains

through.

ENTRY OF JAPANESE
PORT ARTHUR.

INTO

2.—Arms,

Artillery-

Guns of large calibre 54

Guns of medium calibre 149

343

A dispatch from Souchatun, near Port

Arthur, to the Kobe Shimbun states that

the ceremony of the Japanese army en-

tering the fortification of Port

was performed at 10 o'clock

morning. One company from each In-

fantry regiment, one battery from each

artillery regiment, and a detachment

from each squadron of cavalry and

engineer regiment, with other details, as-

sembled at the base of Pelki Hill. On
the firing of a signal gun, these troops

marched Into the new city of Port

Arthur, crossing en route the old city.

The sight of the troops marching In with

tbelr colours torn by shot and stained

with blood produced a marked Imprev

TRANSPORT OF PRISONERS OF
WAR.

ARRIVAL OF MEN AT OSAKA.

Total 546

Artillery ammunition (rounds) 82,670

60

1,588

(kilogrammes) S0.0OO

36.252

Revolvers 679

SwordB 1,891

Rifle cartridges (rounds) 2.266,800

Ammunition carts 290

Commissary carts 606

Other carts 65

Saddles 87

Harness (sets) 2.096

3 —Electric light apparatus (seu) 14

4.-Telegraph machines IS

Telephone machines 134

Reflectors 3

6.—Engineering Implements 1,171

6.—Horses 1,920

7.—Ships-
Battleships- 4

(The "Sevastopol," which is

completely submerged, is not

Included.)

Cruisers 2

Gun boats and destroyers 14

Steamers 10

Steam-launches 8

Vessels of other descriptions. . 12

,
And a number of vessels owned by

private lndivuals.

All these vessels sre either wrecked or

On Thursday morning 500 prisoners of

war. all belonging to the rank and file,

were landed at Dalrl. near MoJI. They
were disinfected at the quarantine station

before being sent to the local prisoners-

depot. The majority of the prisoners be-

longed to the 13th West Siberian

Fusiliers, and were dressed In heavy
overcoats. Each man carried his per-

sonal effects and all looked tired and
some exhausted, but they seemed In-

different to their surroundings. Accord-

ing to a MoJI dispatch, the Colonel of the

regiment to which the men belonged gave

each man forty roubles, and as they left

Dalny he kissed the senior non-comls-

sioned officer.

In the course of the quarantine Inspec-

tion at Dairl, during which the men took

a bath, one case of dysentery was dis-

covered. The Mayor of MoJI, members of

the Municipal Council, and of the Ladles'

Patriotic Society met the prisoners on

arrival and gave them a kindly reception,

for which the Russians returned thanks.

Between the 10th and 12th Inst, ten

steamers carrying large batches of

prisoners left Dalny for Japan. A
hundred and one officers and 7.579 men
are destined for UJina, whence they are

to be sent on to Osaka by rail. It is

stated that the transport of all the

prisoners will require twenty-five

RUSSIAN SOUTHWARD MOVE.

SKIRMISHES IN THE LIAOTUNO.

The following dispatch from the Com-

mander of the Japanese Guard of the

Llaotung Peninsula was published by the

Imperial Headquarters. Tokyo,

afternoon :—
" At 10 o'clock on the morning of the

Uth Instant, a detachment of our cavalry

encountered about four troops of Russian

cavalry to the west of Tungmasal. The

enemy was repulsed with heavy loss after

fighting which lasted till half-past three

In the afternoon. The Russians later

obtained a reinforcement of 8 guns and

a few troops of cavalry, and we drew

them on to Lungerpao. where we are

now attacking the force.

" Between last night and this morning

(12th ?). a small body of Russian cavalry

advanced from the west

Anshantlen. and Halcheng, and

(the port of Newchwang) and Halcheng,

and destroyed the railway there. The

damage was soon repaired and railway

traffic resumed.
" Yesterday afternoon a large force of

Russians, upwards of 2,000 strong, at-

tacked Newchwang (the old city on the

Liao River, about 15 miles west of

Halcheng). and our city guard was com-

pelled to retreat. We have Increased the

force there and are now attacking th*

enemy. Another body of Russian cavalry
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close upon Np
raftered no casualties."

we eight troopB of cavalry with twelve guns

surrounded the Headquartera of our

transport station at Newchaton at 2 p.m.

on the 12th Instant, and advanced from
A later dispatch from the Commander

of the Guard of Llaotung. which reached

the Imperial Headquartera at Tokyo I
< he direction of SanchaUe. but were re-

yesterday, says :— pulsed. The Russian casualties are

" A force of the Russians consisting of | estimated at not less than 80 In killed and

wounded. From the Russian killed or

wounded who were left on the Bold, and

Information obtained otherwise, the

force appears to be a cavalry detachment

belonging to the 2nd Regiment of Rail-

way Guards, commanded by

General Mlslchenko "

Sunday, January lo/A.

A STEAMER carrying 130 Russian

officers and 800 men from Port Ar-

thur arrived at Nagasaki on Thursday

evening. The officers who landed at

Nagasaki (and will return home)
consist of a Lieut.-General, com-

manding the 7th Siberian Division ;

a Major-Ceneral, commanding tbe

4tfe Artillery Brigade ; 16 field-officers.

Sg company officers, 8 sergeant-majors.

1 surgeon, 3 veterinary surgeons, and 1

priest, there being also 92 men. the

officers' servant*. The name of the

LicuL-General is given In the vernacular

papers as Nadlne. General Nadlne was

wounded in the head and arm In May.

bit since then he has participated In

several engagements.

The steamer carried a young girl who

accompanied her father, an officer who
to accept his liberty.

General Stoessel arrived at Nagasaki

yesterday evening. The General Is ac-

«ompanled by his wife. There are three

ladles of the party, with sixteen

the railway between Anshanchan

(Anshantlen) and Haioheng and Ylnkow
and Tashichao on the Japanese lino of

communications.

TWO MORE BRITISH STKAMERS
CAPTURED.

On the 11th Instant the Japanese

cruiser " Toklwa " captured the British

steamer " Roseley " near Malsushlma In

the Tsushima Straits. The "Roseley"
was on her way to Vladivostok with

6.500 tons of English coal on board.

Another steamer, the " Lethlngton." was
captured near Okljima on the Genkai

Nada by Torpedo-boat No. 72. This vessel

carried 6,500 tons ol coal for Vladivostok.

Both steamers were brought to Saseho

on the 13th Instant. They had

from Hongkong for Shanghai.

FIGHTING IN NORTH KOREA.

A Nagasaki dispatch states that

Ilman. who left Port Arthur a

r. on arrival at Nagasaki entered

into tbe necessary agreement to secure

his liberty.

A Renter's dispatch of the 13th Instant

reads :
—

Russia has circulated the Powers com-

plaining of China's violation of neutra-

lity since the beginning of the war. The

circular clalmB the right to act ac-

cording to all Interests In the matter of

the neutrality of China
Admiral Bobrovosky'a Squadron leaves

Suez to-day.

The whole of the Russian cavalry re-

cently formed one enormous force under

General Mlstchenko. and has displayed

considerable activity. A detachment

The Commander of the Japanese Army
in Korea reports that on the nth instant

a detachment of the Japanese troops

stationed In the vicinity of Ham-heung.
about 60 miles north of Oensan. attacked

a detachment of the 9th Siberian Cossack

Regiment The Japanese captured 9

rifles. 8 swords, 2 spears, 2 horses, and

other articles. The Cossacks were dis-

persed, leaving 9 officers and mei

on tbe Held.

Japanese losses are not given.

JAPAN'S SUBMARINE BOATS.

A NEW WEAPON OP WAR

It Is officially

of

Navy having

the vessels will be placed

An Imperial Ordinance

the 12th insL relating

vessels. The Ordinance

flotilla of submarines is

Torpedo-boat Flotilla as

to Regulations relating to

that the con-

boats for the

completed,

in the service,

was issued on

to these new
says that a
added to the

an amendment
War-ships.

THE RUSSIAN SAILORS AT
SHANGHAI.

According to the Chinese vernacular

journal, the Universal aateUt. there

were at the end of last month ninety-two

Russian naval officers and men. who

came from Chefoo to Shanghai. Intern'"!

on board the " Mandjour." but they did

not give parole until recently. However,

on January 4th. the Shanghai Taotal

having made frequent demands, the Run

slan Consul-General sent the following

documents to the Shanghai Taotal :-
I hereby declare that the office™ an I

men of the two torpedo-boat destroyet-i
" Retshltelny " and " Rastoropny " who
came to Shanghai from Chefoo and are
now Interned on board the gun-vessel
" Mandjour " under my command, gave
parole not to leave Shanghai until the
present war between Russia and Japan
Is ended, unless the Chinese Government's
conspnt Is first obtained. In witness
whereof I hereby sign on the 4th January.
1905.

(Signed) OouinstiM,

I hereby certify that the signature of
GolovtRntm. the Commander of the gun-
vessel " Mandjour," was signed In the
presence of me. In witness whereof I

hereby sign and seal this 24th of January
1905.

(Signed anil

RUSSIAN SOUTHWARD MOVE.

A FRUITLESS EXPEDITION

A dispatch from tbe Commander of the

Japanese Guard of the Llaotung to the

Imperial Headquarters, Tokyo, received

on Friday night, says :
—

"The Russians driven away by our

guard In the vicinity of Tlngkow (New-
chwang) on the 12th instant, retreated In

disorder to the north of Dalkokan. They
left 62 dead on the field. 6 wounded, and

some arms, from which we estimate their

losses to be not leas than 200 In killed

and wounded. On tbe 13th our detach-

ment attacked the Russians In the old

city of Newchwang and

to retreat In disorder."
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Tuesday, January 17///.

IN reference to the sudden appearance

In the vicinity of Newchwang of Rub

slan troops, an ofllcer In Tokyo observes

that the outpost Of the left wing of the

Japanese army on the Shaho covers the

loft bank of the Llao River, and to have

penetrated bo far south the Russian*

must have crossed the Llao River near

Mukden Into the neutral zone and re

crossed the river into Llaotung in the

vicinity of the old city of Newchwang.

Thl* would mean that the neutrality of

China has been violated, The main-

tenance of neutrality, says the officer. Is a

diplomatic question, but It is evidently

Impossible that one belligerent shoulJ

refuse to observe the Inviolability of

the neutral zone, while the other con-

tinues to do u. If neither belligerent

observes the principle, then Newchwang

becomes a most Important strategical

point for the Japanese and the Harrison

there must not be left so weak as to be

unable to withstand the attack of a small

force of the enemy. The reverse of the

Japanese at Newchwang was due entirely

to the neutrality which both the belli-

gerents are supposed to observe, but

which the Russians evidently Ignored.

The strength of the Russian cavalry

which appeared at Newchwang. says the

officer, cannot be less than one brigade,

and that the Russians moved so skilfully

In severe weather, evading the scouts of

the Japanese, is deserving of praise, but

this is the characteristic of Cossacks,

Although these tactics may bo repeated

no Importance need be attached to them.

Even as it Is, the Russians may have

been surprised at the perfection of the

rearguard of the

With regard to the Russian attack In

the vicinity of Yingkow. when iho Rus-

sians I crc dr! en nr.rth of Calkokan. a

Tokyo dlspitch explains that Laikokan is

a village situated midway bMwesn Ying-

kow and Now -'.vwa r\ v. lth Tten^hantai

on the norlh-we.it an 1 Hai 'hens on the

south. Four roads m^ct at the village.

If the Russians had retreated northwards

from Dalkokan. they must have crossed

the Taitze River at the lower part. The

Cossacks who attacked the old city of

Newchwang must also have crossed the

Taitze River, when both detachments

would have Joined forces and retreated to

their starting point. The object of the

Russian move was to menace the Japan-

ese rear, but tne isclalel nature of the

attack could only result in the repulse of

the Russians. As might be expected, com-

ments the dlspatrb, this expedition was

led ly General MiS.iheuko. who is noted

for his reckless courage.

A London telegram to the Aaahi au-

that speculation li current in St.

Petersburg In regard to the position of

General Kuropatkin. About a month ago
the General had only l'o.noo infantry,

and the force of field artillery was In

adequate. It la also reported that General

Kuropatkin has been ensured by the

Tsar for his inactivity.

An .4»afti dispatch or the 14th Instant

from Port Arthur slates that religious

services were held by the Japanese army
on Saturday in memory of those who
have fallen during the siege. The day
dawned with a severe frost and den^c

fog. but troops of all arms assembled at

Suishuying, where the ceremonies were
held. A band opened the service with the
" Kunino Shizume " ("Guards of the

.Nation ">, after which General Nogl read

an address. Prince Kltashirakawa and
Marshal Oyama sent General Tamura as

their representative at the ceremony, at

the conclusion of which there was a

banquet, given by officers in celebration

of the fall of I'ort Arthur. Three
" Banzai " given in honour of the Em-
peror, upon the proposal of General Nogl,

brought the proceedings, which are
reported to have been very impressive, to

a close. The fog cleared and bright

and comparatively warm weather added
interest to the scene.

A correspondent, telegraphing on the

i*ta u\U from the Japanese headquarters

before Port Arthur, gives a description of

tne appearance of 2'13-metre Hill after the

last lung Japanese attack which resulted

In victory. The correspondent says the

effect of dynamite used as an offensive

weapon in the form of a Grenade was
instanced in an appalling manner by the

condition of the dead. Long lines of

Japanese bodies laid out on a slope or the

hill previous to Interment presented an

awful appearance. Most of them were

partially naked anl nearly all had been

hcrrlUy torn by the dynamite. An un-

recognisable mass of flesh and bones,

fragments of hundreds of klllel, un-

earthed from the filleJ-ln Russian

trenches and piled upon the slope of the

hills, presented a scene of horror never

to be forgotten. The heavy timbers and

steel plates of thi lombproofs were torn

to splinters by shells and dynamite

bombs.

•

A Reuter's telegram of the 14th

reads:—
Admiral Bobrovosky's squadron has

left Suez.

The Tsar has Issued an Order of the

Day to the Army and Navy announcing

the fall of Port Arthur, in which his

MaJeHy eulogises the "glorious garri-

son " whose heroism
witnessed with such pride. His Majesty
rnntinues

:
" Peace be to the ashes of the

dead, and glory to the living. Our enemy
Is bold and strong, and the struggle is

being carried on at such a distance an to

make it indescribably hard for us : bat
nevertheless Russia is still powerful
She has undergone harder trials, and baa
always emerged more jKiwerful than ever.

While lamenting our loss.-s. «-<. must not
allow ourselves to become distracted.

With all Russia I trust the hour of victory

will soon dawn, and pray God to bless

our troop* and enable them to uphold the
glory of Russia "

GENERAL STOESSEL AT
NAGASAKI.

General Stoessel and suite arrived at

Megami. Nagasaki, on Saturday
at 11.30. General Stoesstd wi
companiel by his wife. General
Surgeon-General Haben. twelve
officers, four children, fourteen orderly

attendants, a governess, and three ser-

vants. Governor Arakawa. the military

commander of Nagasaki. Mr. Kawamura,
Harlmur Master, and Mr. Kameyama,
Chief cf Police, visited the vessel. Go-

vernor Arakawa had an Interview with

General Stoessel. a Japanese official

Interpreting. The Governor informed UN
late Commander at Port Arthur that

quarters had been prepared for him at

Inasa. for which General Stuesiel ex-

pressed his thanks and his willingness to

land and stay there ponding his de-

parture for Europe. General Reis».

Chief of Staff, and General Falk wens

present at the interview. Governor

Arakawa dined with General Stoessel on

t:oard.

Subsequently the Governor left ts«

»teamer and proceeded to the quarantine

station. At 2 o'clock In the afternoon

General and .Mrs. Stoessel, General Rels*.

and the aide tie-camp, with the governed

and four children, left the steamer and

went by steam-launch to the quarantine

station, Governor Arakawa meeting the

party at the hatoba. The children urn

girls from 6 to 13 years of age. daughters

of officers who were killed at Port Ar-

thur. The work of disinfection was

concluded at 3 o'clock and the party went

oo to Inasa by i

The wife or the Captain of the " Ret-

vlsan." several other ladles and some

children, with fourteen soldier attend-

ants, arrived at Nagasaki on Sunday

morning. The ladies seemed much ex-

hausted from their experience of tbe

long siege, and It was
their castamas were much
the exception of a girl of five years U*

children are babies in arma.
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Wednesday, Jaiumrt/ \$th.

i CCOKD1NG to news arriving from the

direction of the Shaho. the Russian

army at Mukden ha* commenced a for-

ward advance and la extending the fight-

ing line of the right wing to the right

bank of the Hun River. The Russlam

arc constructing forts at Sufanpao and

Admiral Shlmamura, Admiral Togo's

Chief of Staff, who recently returned to

Tokyo with Admiral Togo, having been

transferred to be second In command of

the second division of the Imperial fleet,

left Tokyo on Sunday afternoon for the

rendezvous of the fleet.

It seems that a portion of the Russian

cavalry force which was repulBod at New-

chwang (old city) retreated to the north

of Nldoko. north-west of Changtan (which,

again. Is north west of Mukden) on the

afternoon of the 14th. According to news

from Tokyo, nothing Is known of the re-

mainder of the force, but there are In-

dications that It retreated to the right

bank of the Llao River. A patrol party

lent out by the Japanese guards at New-
chwang (old city) reported that no sign

of the Russians was seen on the left bank
of the Taltze River. The guard is still

on the alert. No part of the Japanese
ras captured or damaged by the

at Newchwang or Ylngkow.
The dead bodies of the Russians left who
were killed were Interred at the hands
of the Japanese guard, and It Is stated

there were five or six non-com-
officers among the dead.

The recent advance of Russian troops

to the vicinity of Newchwang, If through

the Llaosl district—the country west of

the Llao River.— la clearly a violation of

the neutrality of China. As will be re-

membered, upon the outbreak of the pre-

sent hostilities the Powers objected to

'.he district west of the Llao River being

Included In the theatre of war, as thia

would be detrimental to the trade of the

Powers ; and the Japanese and

Governments, who deBlred to

limit the theatre of war within the smal-

lest possible sphere, agreed to the Llaosl

district being excluded from the area of

belligerency. The Russian troops with-

drew In April 1903 from the Llaosl

district, being the first stage of the

evacuation of Manchuria In accordance

with an agreement signed between

China and Russia, but It Is allegeJ that

since the commencement of hostilities

the Russian troops have been continually

making their way into the Llaosl dis-

trict, and, as recent events have proved,

are still doing so. Thus the Russian

army apparently does not regard the

Llaosl district as a neutral tone, and the

Chinese Government is practically

tkowerless to pat a stop to the violation

«»f neutrality. Under the circumstances.

«t is stated In Tokyo that the Japanese

I no longer regard the Llaosl

a neutral territory, and the

Conflicts of the Japanese and Russian

droops on the 12th and 13th Instant In

"the vicinity of Halcheng may be taken

at the extension of the area of bel-

It has now been ascertained that Lieut -

1 Commander Sano and 68 other officer.-*

and men of the crew of the third Port

Arthur blocking expedition sent out on

May Sid last, who were missing, were

killed, while Assistant Fleet Engineer
Inspector I wane was wounded and died in

the Russian hospital at Port Arthur on

October 19th. The families of the officers

and men who so lost their lives have

been officially notifled of this fact.

Notes issued by the Russo-Chlnese

Bank are no longer accepted by the Chi-

nese at Port Arthur.

The Supreme Court met In St. Peters-

burg on 27th November to Investigate

the circumstances of the seizure of the

British steamer " Cheltenham," captured

by the Russians and taken to Vladivo-

stok early In July last. As already re-

ported, the Court confirmed the seizure,

both of the vessel and the cargo. The
owners of the " Cheltenham " submitted

three arguments In favour of the revoca-

tion of the verdict of the Vladivostok

Prize Court, viz.:—(1) That there was

no reason, from the Russian legal stand-

point, for considering Fusan an enemy's

port ; (2) that the Fusan-Seoul Railway

was a private concern, largely owned by

British and Fre

(3) that the proportion" of

able to uncontrabandable cargo had not

been determined. The Procurator. In

his reply, Ignored the extraneous Ibsubs.

and confined himself to the main ques-

tion whether the consignment of sleepers

and other wood was calculated to aid

and abet the Japanese. At the opening

of the Court, some sensation was caused

by the reading of the official statement

of the fact, wherein It was asserted that

the Captain of the

Informed the

Oervals. who was placed in charge of

the ship, that he had been instructed by

the owners to hold himself at the dis-

posal of the Japanese Government. It

waa hardly expected, says a telegram

from St. Petersburg, that the " Chelten-

ham " would escape confiscation. While,

no doubt, a technical case could be made

out for her, she was to plain people about

as clear a contraband trader as any

steamer could be. The loss to war risk

underwriters on hull, freight, and cargo

Is about £60.000. We may add that the

contention advanced that the Seoul-

Fusan Railway was largely owned by

la quite

Inaccurate By the ttruis of Its articles

of association, only Japanese and
Koreans can nold shares In the com-
pany, which is subsidised by the

Japanese Government.

A Hcutcr's telegram dated the ICth

Instant reads :
—

An independent account of General

Mlstchenko's daring raid on the old city

of Newchwang shows that the raid was
wholly unsuccesslul. the Russian cavalry

being powerless ayainst entrenched in-

fantry.

SPECIAL INTERVIEW WITH
GENERAL STOESSEL.

Nagasaki, Jan. 17.

General Stocssel. after a solemn re-

ception by the dignitaries of Nagasaki
ami a farewell speech to bis departing

regiment of prisoners, was the first to

leave the transport which brought them
from Dalny. He was followed by his

wife and two other ladles and six chil-

dren, who are the orphans of officers

killed during the siege, together with
two wounded personal aides-dfrcamp.

The party took a launch to the

tine station, proceeding thence

the harbour to Inasa. where they were
Installed In a roomy detachod villa over-

looking the Bay. The house Is furnished

In European style, and a French cook
and trained domestic servants have been

placed at the service of the General and
his suit*.

General Stosssel. who had previously

promised me an interview, received me
after be had paid a visit to the French
Consul. We chatted together while walk-

ing In the garden, the General In undress

uniform, and. of course, unarmed.
Around us the little orphan children

were playing in gleeful enjoyment of
their new surroundings, and the General

scolded them when they became too

noisy. Japanese guards were present,

and policemen were perched on the sur-

rounding elevations. The General ap-

peared to be In good health, and the

cratch which he received nn the fore-

front a

M After the bleak winter of Kwantung."
i remarked General Stoessel. " Japan
seems like a summer garden. I am
deeply sensible of the delicate courtesy

which has been extended to me. and
fully appreciate the many kindnesses

shown me by the Japanese. I have
nothing to add to my last reports

mitted to the Tsar, which fully

stronghold. There Is nothing further

that I wish to say until I can report to

the Tsar personally. I shall not re-enter

the Army In any capacity, nor will th*>

who have
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parole, until peace U declared. This Is

our unanimous Interpretation of the

term ' parole.' I can give you the exact

wording of the oath taken by us. Here

It Is :—
"We. the undersigned, declare on oalh

not to lift arms nor to act In any way
against the Interests of Japan until the

very end of the present war.'"
" Each officer followed his own In-

clination." continued General Stoeisel.

"I distinctly discouraged any concerted

action. As to the motives of those who

chose Imprisonment In Japan to return

tng to their country, they differed con-

siderably. As a rule the responsible

commanding officers have stuck to their

men. Most of the officers of the Navy

chose captivity and also most of the

officers who feared a court-martial. It

Is understood that the men taken prt

soner will continue to draw their pay

while in captivity. It Is perfectly true

that the Tsar promised that each month

In the beleaguered fortress of Port

Arthur should count as one year in the

ultimate period of pension j but this was

of course only a subsidiary motive for

the prolonged defence. The essential

reason for holding out as long as it was

possible to do so was our loyalty to the

Tsar. We encouraged one another at

the outset of the siege by our ardent

hopes of succour : hut after October wc

hoped for nothing from the Baltic fleet

We Imagined that the necessity for our

relief was fully realised in St. Peters-

burg, but our final requests for relief

were never answered.
" As to the capitulation occurring at

New Year time, that waa a mere coinci-

dence. The loss of the 203-metre hill and

of another of our most important forts,

Erlungshan, and the subsequent deadly

marksmanship of the Japanese 1 1-Inch

guns, had a most depressing effect upon

our men. Then the death of Lieutenant-

Genera! Kodradchenko lowered their

spirits again, while the terrible Increase

of scurvy made It practically Imperative

that we should fix a time for the fall.

At the final council the opinion for capi-

tulation was unanimous. It Is untrue

that I dissented. We have found the

Japanese chivalrous victors, and I con-

sider General Nor! a most gallant and

chivalrous soldier and gentleman."

Ocneral Stocssel laughed at the notion

advanced in certain Japanese circles that

he ought to commit suicide because of

his failure to hold the stronghold. He
refused to discuss the reports that have

been circulated concerning the notorious

friction between Generals Smirnoff and

Falk, though he eagerly asked what were

the reports In Russia in regard to the

He was silent concerning Kuro-

and grew angry at the mention

of the name of Alexelcff. He then said

that the whole of the interview was not

for publication. I reasoned with him

that I had been commissioned to obtain

an Interview with him for the Press and
that I could not promise not to publish

It Thereupon he

but he afterwards relented and we
on friendly terms.

General Stoeaael left on the

Australlen" to-day.

MM.

THE SURRENDER OF 1'OKT

ARTHUR.

STORY FROM THE RUSSIAN SIDE.

the

Ill the course of a series of telegram*

from Its special correspondent at Chefoo
the China Hcvietc (Tientsin) gives the

story of the last days of the siege from
the Russian *idc.

The first telegram was apparently dis-

patched from Chefoo on the morning of

January 3rd. It read as follows :
—

Three men-of-war launches arrived this
morning from Port Arthur, carrying
Miters. Several Japai c<« torpedo-boats
toliowed. seven entering the harbour
after the arrival of the launches.
The Russian torpedo-boats arriving yes-

terday were not completely dismantled
at a late hour this morning, but the work
tl progressing and there Is a guard of
Chinese soldiers and one Customs officer

aboard each.
The launches left Port Arthur at nine

last night ; the gun boat " Otvajny " ac-
companied, but is not yet arrived at

Chefoo. Japanese torpedo-haats are
warching at sea In an endeavour to Inter-
cept her.

Three Japanese torpedoers. remain
here and have been disarmed.
Probably there are no more ships to

depart from Port Arthur.
I cannot verify the report that one

Russian torpedoer. leaving Port Arthur
on Sunday night, carried a hundred
wounded.

Prior to. coincident with, and subse-
quent to the arrangement of the terms
or surrender, the Russians exploded and
burned buildings, ships, arsenals, and
supplies : in fact everything of value to

the enemy. The devastation was proceed-
ing at the time the launches left Port
Arthur, at nine last night.

Another message waa dispatched on
the evening of the 3rd, at 7 o'clock as

follows :
—

The torpedo launches, arriving to-day,
brought General Stoessel's last report to
St. Petersburg, outlining the situation at
Port Arthur previous to his proposal to
surrender. He pays a glowing tribute to
his men and officers, eulogising General
Smirnoff and the deceased General Hon-
dratchenko. The details show a terrible
condition of the garrison and great
scarcity of ammunition, from the fierce-

ness of the enemy's shellflre. The report
Is now In the hands of the Russian Con-
sul for transmission.
A naval officer arriving In one of the

launches speaks as follows :—" There
was nothing to do. The enemy held thp
Sunsushan and other main forts : and
their sheila fell like rain. Had General
Sloessel waited any longer the garrison
would have been exterminated. The men
wept when the first n;e<siK* asking
tPrms was sent. The soldiers stood In the
trenches staring stupidly at one another :

while the officers were prostrated and
sohhed as If their hearts would break,
No bands played on that day. and I don't
remember seeing a sinclp smiling face.
The condition of the hospitals was hor-
rible : tbe odour of human blood and
festering wounds was nauseating, even
to the sisters of charity, who are ac-

customed thereto. The Russian ladles.
In attendance on the wounded, wore
cotton saturated with eau de Cologne in
tbe

that few hospitals escaped injury
; ana

many men were killed in their cou

.

doctors and nurses likewise. Hundreds
are suffering from disgusting mouth
ulcers, the result of eating horse nitat.
The sisters of charity and the volunteer
nurses worked day and night, many faint
ing at their posts. The Inmates of th.
hospitals complain bitterly at the ap-
parent heartleasness of the doctors and
sisters of charity, who have grown so
accustomed lo human suffering that they
appeared to have lost all sympathy. Ac
cording to the registration in the hospi-
tals slxty-flve per cent, of the officers
were killed and wounded. Only tweiu>
out of 207 naval officers remain unin-
jured

" The shrieks and moaning of ths
wounded, and the death rattle of tb«
dying all combined to make the places
veritable hells. Medicines were scarce,

and the number of doctors quite deficient
to even attend where Immediate opera
Hons were necessary to save life.

" I shall never forget the heroism of
the wounded. Officers and men, having
received wounds not Incapacitating them
from duty, would stagger In. throw their

arms aside, and aid in dressing their

own wounds, then grab their accoutre-
ments and hurry back to the trenches
Similar scenes were of dally occurrence
luring the closing hours of the ale^e

When General Stoessel requested terms,
I may safely say that the number of

men available for duty was not more
than four thousand ; of which a good
percentage were either In bad health, ilue

to lack of fresh food, or slightly wounded
It was Impossible for this number of
men to garrison the defences, having a
circumference of ten miles, sufficiently

to repel the enemy's assaults. When we
left the Inner Basin, at eight o'clock last

night, the enemy was still Bring. UBinr.
twcUe-lnch guns, from positions per-
fectly commanding the fortress. The city

waa shrouded in smoke, and detonations
and explosions from our arsenals,
machine shops, and supply depots, were
deafening. The entrance lo the harbour
is completely blocked for the entrant
of big ships by our vessels sunk by our-
selves The total number of Japanese as-

saults on our positions was flftv-six Re-
cently their bombardment was almost
continual and much more effective than

The third telegram Is dated Chefoo.

January 4th, 2 p.m. :—
An officer, supposed to be of high rank,

arriving this morning with launches,
stated to me that the Port Arthur garrl-
Bon only awaited word from the Tsar.
A council was immediately held at

four o'clock on Sunday afternoon, lasting
three hours. General Stoessel then sent

Ensltrn Malrhenko under a flag of true*
to the Japanese lines, near Eagle Hill,

with a proposal to surrender, citing ths
terms desired. The document was pre-

pared by General Smirnoff. A note ac-

companied It addressed to the commander
of the Port Arthur siege army. The
terms were as follows :—Fln=t. all able-

bodied men and officers to retain their

arms and return to Russia, with a provi-

sion that they would not fight any more
In the present war. Second, the Japanese
to rare for all the Russian sick and
wounded In the hospitals until their re-

eovery, when they also would return to

Rus=ia. retaining their arms. Third, all

non-combatants. Irrespective of their

nationality, are to be given safe condiiet

to neutral ports.

The above Is the brle'est resume of

the terms according to the refugees.
A detachment of Japanese cavalry •

corted Ensign Malchenko to General
Nogl's headquarters ; but the General
was absent, so tbe former returned with

out an answer.
On the same evening the

bombardment, but
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Monday, continuing until six In the

evening, when General Stoessel received
General Nogi'B answer, and conversed
with a group of Japanese officers on
Basle Mill.

It Is now believed that the Japanese
occupy all permanent forts, but have nol

yet entered the town. They may enter
to-morrow.
Coincident with the cessation of Japan-

we shellfire od Sunday evening, the Rus-
sians began the work of destruction by
blowing up two fort-i between six and
wv.-n o'clock, and setting storehouses on
Are.

The explosions along the line of de

fi-nee were frequent during the night.

The destruction of the ships began with
the " Dayan." The " Sevastopol " was
blown up at the entrance of the harbour,
pin cotton being placed amidships ; anil

the vessel was fairly cut In two, her bow
sinking first.

Officer* arriving tell of the tragic

!<aths of General Kondratchenko ami
Oloncl Rajhevsky. The former Is the

highest ranking military officer killed

during the siege ; and the latt-r was enn-

ulilered the nerviest man In the Russian
»rnjy, being distinguished for having
taken two photograph* on the " Pelro-
pavlovsk " when she was going down.
Both wero members of (he Council of
seventeen hastily called during the last

moments, when the Japanese attacked
fort number two. An eleven-Inch shell

exploding in their midst killed and
frightfully mangled (he two officers.

Credible authority puts the number of

wounded and sick In hospitals at ten

thousand ; and the total deaths during
the siege at over twenty thousand.
Eighteen naval officers and 250 sailors

have arrived here during the last two
days, nearly all that Is left of the
squadron's perionnel.

The following was a later wire on the

same day :

—

It is stated that out of a total garrison
—Military and Naval—of over :10,01m in

Port Arthur at the end of May, 15,000
have been killed or died of their wounds.
10.000 were in the hospitals wounded and
sick, and hardly 5.000 were left for de-

fensive purposes. In accounting for the
Inactivity of the remainder of the Port
Arthur Squadron, which has been often
unfavourably commented upon. It must
be remembered that all the ships*' guns
and ammunition were used on the forts ;

and that the ships bad neither arms, am-
munition, nor crews sufficient to loave
the harbour with, for the past two
months !

Some of the facta given In the above

Immediately. The hospital accommoda-
tion for the wounded and sick Russians

has been found to be extremely Inade-

quate, and It Is now supposed that It

was on account of the wounded and sick

and the discontent expressed by both

c:iml:atants and non-combatants that the

surrender of the fortification was

hastened.

RUSSIAN PRISONERS EN
ROUTE TO OSAKA.

Further hatch?* of Russian prisoners

passed through Kobe yesterday on their

way to O'aka. The officials declined to

allow even the holders of platform tickets

on Sannomlya Station, though the porters

and station officials were permitted to

stand in an admiring group on the plat-

form and to gaze at the captives to their

hearts' content. The prisoners who filled

the train that arrived Just after 2 o'clock

did not bear many traces of the hardships

of the siege—Indeed so far as their per-

sonal appearance went, most of them
looked very " fit

" and many appeared

quite corpulent. They were variously

dressed, some in khaki and others in

dark serge suits. Some were wearing the

shaggy caps which one invariably asso-

ciates with the Cossacks, anil others

brown peak caps with the initials of their

regiment upon them. It was noticed that

many wore medals and other decorations,

and they appeared a very happy party.

[ A foreigner who happened to be on the

1 platform was respectfully saluted, and

questions were asked of him as to his

nationality. Each compartment was In

charge of a Japanese officer. On the tralu

coming to a standstill a Japanese lady

advanced and presented to one of the

officers In charge some large boxes of

cigarettes for the prisoners, and It was
apparent from the expressions on the

faces of the men that this kindness was
greatly appreciated. As tbe train

away the crowd which bad as

outside the station, and among
whom there was no sign of Jeering or

bravado, gave a real Japanese Banzai !

to which the prisoners waved a genial

GENERAL NOGI AND RUSSIAN
OFFICERS.

INTERESTING LETTER

In Japan, while the

capable of making a
to be under-estimated, but the somewhat
disjointed account Is Interesting as tbe

Brat narrative from the Russian side as

to tbe conditions said to be prevailing at

the time of the capitulation.

Prom Sunday morning to 2 o'clock on
Monday afternoon, twelve steamers
having as passengers the Russian pri-

soners taken at Port Arthur arrived at

Ninoshlma, near UJIna. Tbe total number
carried by, the steamers was 95 officers,

including Major-General Nlcblken, com-
of the Artillery Brigade be-

to the 3rd Siberian Army Corps,

and 3.996 rank and Me. in addition to

children of officers, Chinese servants, and

priests. Tbe prisoners were to be sent

on to HlmeJI and Nagoya by rail from

General Nogl. commander of the
Japanese army at Port Arthur, has ad-
dressed the following letter to Mr. Ara-
kawa. Governor of Nagasaki, in regard
to the treatment of the Russian
officers :

—

DEAB Sib :—The Russian officers and
orflc iiils at Port Arthur, who have been
r ''' ; up. -. taking tl r ,.

; raw 1 .11 Lire
to be sent to Nagasaki, and I believe
instructions will Ik> given to you by the
authorities in Tokyo in regard to their
treatment j but I le* to add a few words
of my own thereupon. It is needless to
say that those offli rs and officials who
have been released on giving parole are
not prisoners of war Nor arc they any
longer enemies of Japan. They can only
now be regarded as foreigners who have
rendered distinguished services to their
own country. Although it Is well under-
stood that we must be on our guard
against tbem. as hostilities with their
country are still In progress, you will be
careful to see that officials and private
Individuals do not regard them as pri-
soners of war. When the terms of the
surrender of Port Arthur were arranged,
his Majesty the Supreme Commander of
the Army and Navy, in consideration of
the distinguished valour of General
Stoessel, commanded that he should be
specially allowed to maintain the honour
of a soldier. In delivering the arms,
forts and other property at Port Arthur,
the Russian officers fully respected their
honour, and they were delivered in the
most satisfactory manner, which greatly
facilitated tbe work of our Army. In
view of these facts. It seems to me that
the Russian officers deserve our con-
sideration and every courtesy and
kindness
The fact that the most powerful Rus-

sian srronchold has surrendered to Japan,
and that tbe details in connection there-
with have been conducted with regular
procedure. Is a great honour to our Em-
pire, and It is the virtue of humanity and
Justice tbat the honour should be main-
tained In the fullest possible measure. I
have directed the Army under my com-
mand to treat the Russian officers In
full accordance with tbe principles Just
mentioned, and I hope you will see that
those principles are carried out upon
the arrival of tbe Russian officers at

I am. Yours respectfully.

NOGI
AaacAWA Gitabo, Esq.

CAPTURE OF A DUTCH
STEAMER.

On tbe 16th instant a
the Dutcl

In the Tsushima
after examination found tbat

fully loaded with Welsh coal

for Vladivostok. The
on to
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Tkurs<l«i/. January Vtith.

JAPANESE are now about completing the

removal of land mine* at Port Arthur.

The Japanese troopB are quartered in

the old city. A few dayB ago about 1.20O

workmen arrived from Dalny and com-

menced repairing one of the docks In the

harbour.

A first-class armoured cruiser la now

being built at the Kure Naval Yard.

It has been found that only about six of

the 54G guns of various descriptions which

fell Into the hands of the Japanese at Port

Arthur are unfit for Immediate service,

and the remainder will at once be sent

north. Several of the forts are quite

intact and undamaged. With the excep-

tion of the " Sevastopol " and a gun-boat,

the war-ships will probably see future

service. The damage to the "Pobleda"

»nd another battleship la only alight. Of

the 50 steam merchant vessels sunk

will soon be raised and repaired.

A I/indon message to the sfc<in<jnni

Timet, dated January 10th. states that

the fall of Port Arthur has greatly in-

fluenced public opinion throughout Bel-

glum. In political circles. In the PresB.

and In the clubs the bravery of both the

Japanese attacking force and the Russian

defending garrison are extolled. Many
of the Belgian papers which have hitherto

displayed a pro-Russian bias In their re-

ports of the war have changed their tone

and display considerable consternation

at the altogether unexpected success of

Japan, as their Russian sources of

Information had led them to believe that

Port Arthur was Impregnable and that

Russian reverses In Manchuria would b«

rapidly avenged. All shades of Continen-

tal Press opinion consider that a new
complexion has been placed upon the

Issue of the war through the fall of Port

Arthur. They consider that Japan will

have an overwhelming advantage,

through (1) Marshal Oyama being rein-

forced by General Nogl's trained veterans

and (2) Admiral Togo being enabled to

the whole strength of his

in his opening address to the French

Senate, said that be hoped that 1905

would see the end of the blood war be-

tween two Powers, one of which has seen

so many of Its soldiers Immolated In the

finest defence known, while the other

has gained the admiration of Europe by

the greatness of the bravery It has dis-

played.

A Reuter's message dated London the

17th Instant reads :
—

Mr. John Hay. (I S. Secretary of 8tate.

has cabled to the U.S. Minister at Peking

calling attention to the Circular Note

Issued to the Powers by Russia complain-

ing of China's violation of neutrality

since the beginning of the war. Mr. Hay

expresses the hope that China will

earnestly consider the charges made.

and all the Baltic squadrons. The
further effects will be (1) the great loss

of prestige from which Russia must
suffer under this latest blow, (2) the

gain which must accrue to Japan by

being recognised as a first-class Power.

(3) that some of the other Powers hare

been given an opportunity to intervene

with the object of concluding a dlsastrou-i

war. (4) that Russia will undoubtedly

suffer from Increased internal trouble If

the war is dragged on. through such re-

•

According to a London dispatch of the

Uth Instant. M. Gouln, the oldest Senator,

THE INTERVIEW RETWEEN
GENERALS NOGI & STOESSEL,

A correspondent of (he A»aM has ob-

tained an interesting account from Mr.

Kawakaml. the Foreign Office Secretary

who accompanied General Stoessel from

Port Arthur to Nagasaki, of the events

connected with the Interview between the

late Commander of the fortifications and

the Commander of the Investing army.

General Nogi.

Mr Kawakaml said that on January

4th he visited Port Arthur bb the mes-

senger of General Nogi In an unofficial

capacity the bearer of a message of sym-

pathy from the Japanese commander to

General 8toessel and his family. Mr.

Kawakaml was accompanied by a Staff

officer and a cavalry escort, and describes

the appearance of Port Arthur as heir,?;

simply a wreck. The former residence of

General Stoessel was In the old city,

where not a houBe remained undamaged,

and the Commander had removed to the

residence of the Surgeon-General some

time before the surrender. With the

message General Nogi sent a present con-

sisting of a case of champagne, a case of

other wine, and thirty fowls. In his mes-

sage to his late enemy the Japanese Com-

mander said that until the previous day

the two armies had fought for their re-

spective sovereigns and countries In de-

sperate encounter. Now that the terms

of surrender were agreed upon General

Nog) hoped that their former enmity

would be forgotten. General Stoessel, he

said, must be exhausted with the hard-

ships and privations of the struggle,

and his family might be In a similar

plight and he concluded by saying that

his gift would have been a better one if

the circumstances of the campaign had

allowed, but he would be happy If it

were accepted.

General Stoessel expressed his hearty

appreciation at the consideration shown
by the Japanese Commander, and In-

structed Mr. Kawakaml to convey the

that he had always desired to

meet such an able general as the Com-

mander of the Investing army. In return

for the latter's kindness General Stoe*tel

wished to make some suitable acknow-

ledgement, but circumstances naturally

limited the scope of his gifts. Happily,

he had four horses, two of Arabian breed,

broken into harness, and two Australian

saddle-horses, and these he deemed It an

honour to present to General Nogi.

Mr. Kawakaml then Informed General

Stoessel that his Majesty the Emperor

had commanded that the Russian oflkera

should be given honourable treatment,

and that General Nogi was prepared to

extend all possible facilities to General

Stoessel anil his officers in leaving Port

Arthur. Further, Mr. Kawakaml said

fieneral Nogi reciprocated General

Stoessel's desire for a meeting, and wa«

ready to nee him at 11 o'clock on the fol-

lowing morning at Sulshuylng. This pro-

posal General Stoessel at once accepted

Conversation then turned upon general

topics, and Mr. Kawakaml made In-

quiries after General Stoessel's family.

Mdme. Stoessel. who was present, replied

that they had a son who was with ths

Imperial Guard at home, but of courss

nothing had been heard of him since the

fortress was cut off from communication

with the outside world. The lady then

inquired after the family of General

Nog), when Mr. Kawakaml Informed ber

that General Nogi had two sons who had

both been with the army In Manchuria

One was killed at the battle of Nanshan.

while the other was killed In the BglKfng

at 203-metre Hill. The General had thu«

lost both his sons. " Both General and

Mdme. Stoessel were much moved by cay

story," continues Mr. Kawakaml. "Tin-

lady told me she was taking care of sli

children of officers who have been killed,

and she took me to a room to sec the

orphans. Four of the children were giiH

and two boys. Afterwards I took my

leave and returned to headquarters."

Sulshuylng, where the meeting too*

place on the 5th. Is a large village, whlf'n.

however, In the course of the siege wis

almost entirely destroyed by the Rus-

sians, who believed that Japanese were

quartered there. The meeting between ths

Generals took place In one of the small

still standing. It had only two

and no furniture. Tables and

chairs were provided and refreshment*

supplied.

Mr. Kawakaml next referred to the total

absence of enmity between the Jai>»ne^e

and Russian troops after the surrender,

and the feeling of comaraderle that was

quickly generated between the rank and

file of both nationalities. It appears that

Major-General Relss was unaware at the

time of the surrender that he had been

promoted. When he was met by a Japan-

ese Staff officer after the surrender, the

Russian officer was at once informed of

his promotion. The Japanese officer also

presented Major-General Relss with *

late copy of the Xovoe Tremjw. 0"
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glancing through the paper General Relss

also learned that he had had conferred

upon htm the Cross of St. George, and

declared, with a smile, that he had vir-

tually received thla honour through

TALKS WITH PRISONERS AT
NAGASAKI.

1

Following up my Interview with

General Stoessel, I sought out some of

rhe U-,i*si;in start officers and others who
were scattered all over Inasm In Japanese

dwellings set apart for them. They were

Inclined to be far more outspoken than

their General. One and all are practi-

cally destitute, and the majority of them
tare visible traces of the hardships they

bad undergone. They denounced as

criminal Viceroy Alexeieffs failure to

make proper preparations at Port Arthur

for such a siege as had been undergone,

and characterised his flight as a selflBh

more on his part or as cowardice. After

the rude surprise that the Japanese

rictory at Nanahan aroused, all within

Inevitable. Their only hope

wis General Kuropatkln. The fierce as-

sault by the Japanese fleet at the end of

July caused the greatest consternation.

The Russian fleet made its sortie on

August 10th by demand of StoeBsel, who
thought that Its presence was the main
motive for the persistency with which
the Japanese continued to attack, and he

the return to Tort Arthur of

tkhtomsky as fatal cowardice.

Prom that time the fleet was utterly de-

spised by the land forces ; but In course

of conversation the priEoners paid a
high meed of appreciation to the splendid

services of the naval brigades.

All admitted that, the Japanese marks-

man»hlp upon the harbour after the

capture of the 203-metre Hill was superb.

The Russian ships dared not move into

the roadstead, fearing their own floating

mines, which had shifted from their ori-

ginal positions, as well as Admiral Togo,

of whose vigilance they had been af-

forded so many grim examples. At that

'irne the sea batteries at Liaottshan were

absolutely without ammunition. The
officers denied that any of the ships were

scuttled
; they were sunk by the Japan-

ese 11-lncb guns.

After the loss of Krlungshan. the

tlon became bopeleas. Scurvy had be-

come epidemic, and was almost as deadly

a roe within the city as were the be-

sieging forces without. The officers had

no little trouble with the men, who be-

came utterly listless and at times al-

most unmanageable. The final stroke of

despair was the death of General Kodrad-

THE DEPARTURE OF GENERAL
STOESSEL.

All were agreed that General Kodrad-

chenko was the soul of the defence.

General Talk was regarded likewise as

a stalwart defender but an Insensate

martinet whom Smirnoff overshadowed.

There were many complaints among the

prisoners that Stoessel fought too long,

hoping to obtain better terms In the

event of surrender by making an effec-

tive sortie, in the accomplishment of

which he failed. Just prior to the sur-

render a number of destroyers managed

to escape, bound for Chefoo with all the

regimental and naval colours on board.

I gathered from the various conversa-

tions with the officers that during the

capitulation the garrison became un-

controllable. The men began to pillage

all that they could lay their hands upon,

many seized the wines which had pre-

sumably been kept aside for the use of

the Invalided, and drunkenness and other

excesses became the order, so that the

officers began to feel themselves in

danger from their own soldiers. Had

the Japanese forces entered the strong-

hold incontinently the consequences

would have been most disastrous. From
admissions made in course of conversa-

tion It 1b practically certain that the

officers finally atarved the soldiers Into

submission, and this was the only real

starvation that had to be endured

throughout the siege. Otherwise, there

was sufficient food throughout, though it

was admittedly bad. It was stated by

some, however, that ammunition of

various calibre had been lacking since

September, leaving enough only for the

resistance against a general assault.

The Junior officer* bitterly denounced

the Incapacity of the Russian Govern-

ment, and lu original folly which led to

the war. In front of General Stoessel a

subaltern was said to have openly de-

clared that there were as many new re-

volutionists returning to Russia as there

were defenders of Port Arthur. The

General remarked :
" Let them talk ;

they have earned the right to think as

they please by having braved untold

for their country."

As already announced In our columns.

General Stoessel left Nagasaki by the

M.M. steamer " Australien " on Tuesday

evening for Europe.

Shortly after one o'clock In the after-

noon, the General, accompanied by

Madame Stoessel. the orphan children

and an aide, arrived at the landing place

of Inasa. where Governor Arakawa and

other officials and prominent personages.

Russian officers. Ac. were assembled

General Stoessel shook hands with the

Governor and Mr. Yokoyama. the Mayor,

and tendered his thanks for the reception

given him, afterwards boarding the water

police launch fur the " Auatralleo." On

the French liner he was received bv the

French Consul at Nagasaki and his wife,

and by the Captain of the liner. Later

the Governor and other officials boarded

the vessel for the final farewells.

Before the " Austral leo " steamed out

of the harbour at dusk, all the Ruosian

officers, their ladles, and their orderlies

had embarked, with the exception of

ten officers and ladles, who remain at

Nagasaki awaiting the arrival of husband

or wife.

THE RUSSIAN CAVALRY RAID.

EXPEDITION EXHAUSTED.

The following dispatch wai

at the Imperial Headquarters, Tokyo,

yesterday, from the Staff of the Manchu-

rian Army :

—

On the 14th Instant a detachment sur-

lounded a body of Russian cavalry In the

vicinity of the Sanaa River west of New
chwang (old city), and dispersed them.

The Russian casualties were not less

than 300 In killed and wounded, and a

considerable quantity of trophies fell into

our hands.
According to the Staff officer* of our

detachment, a large number of Chinese

Russians.

A force of Russian cavalry between

5.000 and 6.000 strong, with over ten

guns, retreated from near Newchwatis
(old city), on the 16th Instant to Tnbo
kuyu by way of Rotogyuten. On the

evening of the same day, onr cavalry de-

tachment encountered the enemy In the

vicinity of Rokuda. According to trWr
reports some of the cavalrymen of thr-

eaps, while others were entirely attired

"greatly
0™

Friday. January 20th.

rK learn that the Japanese Govern-

ment has protested to the Govern-
al Peking against the violation of

"eutrallty and the law of nations com-

mitted by China in allowing her soldiers

to accompany the Russians who raided

Uu old city of Newchwang.

Major-General Ijlchl, Chief of Staff of the Kure Port Admiralty to the same

the Port Arthur Investing Army, has post at Port Arthur, passed Kobe by-

been appointed the Commander of the train on the 18th on his way from Tokyo
Port Arthur fortification. ' to Kure. where he will deliver his autho

. rlty to his successor Vice- Admiral Arlma.

Vlce-Admlral Shlbayama. who has and proceed to Port Arthur. A dislin

been transferred from the command of gulabed company assembled at Kobe
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8tation to greet Admiral Shlbayama as

be passed through, including Governor

Hattorl, Judge Tamaru, President of tho

Kobe Chiho Saibansho, Mr. Kawasaki.

Vice-President of the Kawasaki Dockyard.

Mr, Okada, Deputy-Mayor, and Lieut -Com-

mander Fujisaka,

The Russians are noted for the music

provided at all their military stations.

One of the first things done at Port

Arthur when the place came Into their

possession was to erect a band stand. II

la therefore Interesting to learn that

Port Arthur Is still to have a band. A
naval band of 30 bandsmen with a band-

master has been ordered to proceed to

the new Japanese possession. The moll

passed Kobe on their way to Kure en

route to Port Arthur on Wednesday last.

They will accompany Admiral

A Reuters telegram dated the 18th

Instant reads :
—

It is announced in Washington that

China Is Issuing a general denial to the

charge* made In the Russian Note to the

Powers complaining of the violation of

China's neutrality since the beginning of

the war. The officials In Washington, it

is stated, consider Joint action on the part

of the Powers with a view to preserving

China's neutrality to be necessary owing

to the danger of another antl-forelgn out-

break In China, and have therefore sent

a Circular to the Powers suggesting such

action If circumstances should compel

*
• •

A later message is aa follows !—
It la announced in Washington that

Russia has thanked Mr. John Hay. the

U.S. Secretary of State, for calling the

attention of the Chinese Government to

the allegation regarding violation of

neutrality.

Count Caasinl, the Russian Ambassador

at Washington, declares that Russia has

positive proof of the violation of

neutrality, and that unless China mends

her ways Russia will be forced to look to

her own interests.

General Falk. who has the reputation

of being one of the most courageous

among the defenders of Port Arthur, ar-

rived at Xinoshima among other pri-

soners on Monday evening, and landed

on Tuesday morning for the quarantine

inspection.

THE FALL OF POUT ARTHUR

TSAR'S ORDER OF THE DAY

THE LAST DAYS OF THE
SIEGK.

THE PRISONERS OF WAR.

A WOMAN IS MALE ATT IKK

the prisoners of war who have

at Nlnoshlma near UJIna Is a

who arrived among her com-

in the ordinary way. She Is

described as the principal of the nurses

belonging to the Chinese Eastern Rail-

way, and possesses a Red Cross badge.

Her name Is given aa Bkaterlna Bogda-

noff. She declares that she adopted

attire with the object of being In-

among the Russian prisoners and

so coming to Japan, ber object being to

the wounded who are prisoners a'.

It Is Btated that one of the

The Government has received fuller

particulars of the Order of the Day

which the Tsar addressed to the Army
and Navy with reference to the fall of

Port Arthur. His Majesty said :
—

"Port Arthur has at last fallen Into

the hands of the enemy. The stronghold

held out for eleven months and the gar-

rison was Isolated from communication

with the outside world for seven

months. During that time the garrison

endured all hardships and privations

without a word of complaint. The small

force of Russian soldiers, eagerly ex-

pecting the arrival of relief, sacrificed

their lives for their country, and

Btrenuously resisted the Incessant attarks

of the enemy. The courage and energy

shown by the Russian soldiers in defend- t

Ing the stronghold has given cause to

Russia to feel proud, and the whole world
I

has paid Us respects to her brave sol

dtery. Now the energy of the garrison

has become exhausted as the result of

fighting continued without

for a long time, and the

been compelled to surrender to the

superior force of the enemy. Peace be

to the ashes of the dead, whose names
will be forever remembered, and glory to

the living ! God will protect them. Our
enemy Is bold and strong, and the diffi-

culties of our country fighting on the

field 10,000 versts from the military base

are indescribably difficult, but neverthe-

less Russia Is great and powerful. In

the course of its history our country has

encountered greater difficulties and been

reduced to more trying positions, which
being successfully surmounted, the Empire
has always emerged more powerful than

ever. The failure of our country in the

|

present event Is heavy and the losses

are to be lamented, but we must not

allow ourselves to be depressed. With
ail Russia I am confident tbe tide will

soon turn and victory will rest upon our

arms. May God protect our troops and
fleets and enable them to defeat the

enemy and maintain the

glory of Russia."

ANOTHER STEAMER SEIZED.

BRITISH VESSEL TAKEN TO SASEHO.

vised the lady to return borne Imme-

nd she will be released at once.

At 11 o'clock on the morning of the

17th Instant a Japanese war-ship stopped

the Drltlsh steamer " Bowtray," of 1.642

tons register, and

she was found to be

visions, machine oil, and

A CHAT WITH STOESSEL'S AIDE-DE-

CAMP.

During the time that General Stoessel

was at Nagasaki I had the oppor-

tunity of a talk with Captain Ma!-

trhrnko. aide-de-camp to the General.

He gave me some idea of the last days

of the siege. It was a fearful time.

Scurvy was working havoc among all

classes of the defenders and the condi-

tion of those attacked was horrible in the

extreme. The Japanese 11-Inch gunn

literally shattered the garrison, the havoc

effected by these guns after the loss of

the 203-metre Hill was Inconceivable, and

the shell fire poured Into the fortress so

Incessantly that It was next to Impos-

sible to face It.

While this merciless bombardment was

In progress a shell struck the staff head-

quarters and completely destroyed the

building. Fortunately General Stoessel

and Maltrhenko had left the headquarters

a few minutes previously, otherwise

they would both have been killed ; they

saw the building tn which they bad but

a few minutes previously been sitting re-

duced to flaming ruins. Close to this

building was one of the over filled hospi-

tals, and It was anticipated that the Red

Cross depot would share a similar fat*

to that of the staff headquarters.

The New City suffered fearfully as the

result of the persistent onslaught. Tbe

wrecked streets were the scene of ghastly

spectacles— dying and wounded lying

across the pavements and roadways

Everyone of the able-bodied survivors

manned the forts at the last, the firing

line extending to a distance of twenty-

eight versts. The detached commands

had, as a matter of fact, remained un-

relieved for two or three months.

Captain Maltchenko corroborated the

statements of the other officers that

there was food—of a kind—within

the beleaguered fortress

last awful days of Ru
tlon ; but 1U scarcity may b*

Imagined from the statement that hf

made to the effect that the price a»ked

during the final period for one chicken

was 12 roubles. An egg cost 3 roubles,

while for such a luxury as a preserved

pear a rouble was readily paid. There

were plenty of drinkables, and there was

sufficient horseflesh to the last to

the defenders fn

this bad meat was but to Invite tit

dreaded scurvy.

Tbe weather waa wonderfully warm,

and the distress as tbe result of a "Port

Arthur winter " was not nearly so acats

as the defenders had anticlpted.

The lack of ammunition discourage*

the men. and the loss of morale as ths

result of General

to Vladivostok. The
ad sent on to

soldiers that made the

cult to

Digitized by Google



January 20th ] DIARY OF THE RLT8KO-JAPANE8E WAR. 127

AH were agreed that the conduct of

the Japanese at the capitulation was

everything that could be desired, and

Russian officers and men alike were

igreed that the chivalry of General Nog!

»as superb, and that nobody could have

conducted tho formalities of the condi-

tions attaching to the surrender In a

more honourable, businesslike, and sol

dlerly manner.

During the final arrangements for the

nrrender, however, things were becoming

terlous within the garrison. It was prac-

tically In a state of anarchy. The men
refused to obey their superiors, and

turted looting and wantonly destroying

vnat little there was that remained Intact

Tbe men were in a state of hysteric ex-

citement, and a veritable riot prevailed

until they were given to understand that

til foodstuffs were exhausted. Hunger
discipline at the last.

THE CAVALRY RAID.

JOURNEY ACROSS NEUTRAL
TERRITORY.

It Is remarkable that at the very

moment Russia was addressing a formal

complaint to the Powers with regard to

China's non-observance of neutrality, a

Russian commander should have shown
his contempt for Chinese neutrality by

utilising the district, which was spec!

Ucally placed outside the area of belli-

y, for the pun
Ions held by

to be no

that General Mlstchenko, In his daring

raid upon old Newchwang, passed across

territory which, by the efforts of the

Powers, was declared neutral. According

to a telegram dated the 17th Instant, dis-

patched from Lungshan on the Shaho
over the military wire, and published b>

the Amai, the force of cavalry under

General Mlstchenko consisted of about

one division. It crossed neutral terri

tory from tho direction of Slnmlngton

and recrossed the Llao River In the

vicinity of Sansaka. when General Mlst-

chenko marched upon and for a short

time re-occupled the old city of New-
chwang. On the 11th Instant tho force

was divided Into three. One body three

hundred strong with eight guns marched
to Newchatun. north of Ylngkow, another

occupied a hill at Anshantlcn, and the

third advanced to Halchcng.

Upon receipt of this intelligence, a

detachment of Japanese troops advanced
to Newchatun from the Bouth, and at-

tacked and dispersed the enemy on the

12th, the Russians leaving sixty In killed

and wounded. Another detachment from
the south was sent to Halcheng by rail,

and advanced to Sufangtal on the 13th ;

and a third force from the north consisted

I of infantry, cavalry, and artillery under
the command of Major-Genera) Tsugawa.
This last detachment was divided Into

| two columns. The main body marched
on Sansaka, and encountered the force

of 2,000 Russian cavalry with 8 guns on
the night of the 13th. In thla conflict

the Japanese suffered 21 casualties In

killed and wounded. The other column
under Major Shlno marched from

tlen to Newchwang via Halcheng, met the

Russians en route, and lost fifty men In

killed and wounded. Captain Ishlxuka

being among the latter.

The prompt movements of the Japanese

drove the Russians beyond the left bank

of the Hun River, and the old city of

Newchwang was again occupied by a

Japanese guard. The main force of tbo

raiders Is now at Saintaltze In neutral

territory. The casualties of the Russians

who met Major-General Tsugawa were

not less than three hundred In killed and

wounded. The combined Russian force*

were led by General Mlstchenko. and tho

separate detachments were under the

command of two other Generals.

According to a Newchwang dispatch,

when the Russians were retreating they

poured kerosene over the woodwork of

houses along the roads In the vicinity

of Kokan. about twenty miles north of

Newchwang. and hurnt them down. It

is further stated that about 160 Russians

who had been killed In the fight with

Japanese were hurled on the roadsile?..

as It was impossible to convey them all

to one place for Interment. By the 14th

instant all the force had disappeared

from the territory In Japanese occupation.

A London telegram published by the

Atalxi states that the movement of Gene-

ral Mlstchenko with about 20.000 cavalry

(*ic) was preparatory to an advance of

the third army under General Kaulbars.

The object of the Russians, says the tele-

gram, In Invading neutral territory, is

supposed to be to compel the I

of the

Saturday, January 'lint.

i^INCE the quarantine office was opened

at Ninoshima on the 12th Instant for

the medical examination of prisoners of

war, up to the 19th Instant 1,715 prisoners

camined. Of this number 168 were

in the quarantine hospital and

three have died.

Generals Falk. NMkirhen, and Mandur,
with two aides and six soldier servants,

Pissf.1 through Kobe on Thursday for

N'agoya. where they are to be detained

Admiral Wlren, General Smirnoff, and

other officers arc to pass through Kobe by

in early train this

CREWS OF CAPTURED
STEAMERS RELEASED.

The crews of the steamers " Lcthlng-

ton " and " Roseley," captured by the

Japanese recently, and brought to Saseho,

where the vessels and cargo will be

formally examined, were taken to

aid yesterday and released.

STORY OF A BLOCKING
EXPEDITION.

SUICIDE BECAUSE UNSUCCESSFUL.

Some of the glimpses now being ob-

tained of affairs at Port Arthur during

the siege afford a vivid picture of the In-

tense Interest with which the operations

of the Investing force were viewed by

the Japanese prisoners, not so much be-

cause they were anxious for their release

but in the earnest hope that the effort*

of their country would be crowned with

success. The correspondent of the Osaka

Atahi who was attached to the Investing

army has paid a visit to the field hospi-

tals, where he saw Mr. Mlyamura, who
represented the Atahi on the dispatch-

boat " Hanyel-maru," the vessel sunk by

the Russians on March 26th off Port

Arthur. Mr. Mlyamura. while In good

spirits, was too weak for more than a

little conversation, and could not hold a

pen. He had kept a diary, however,

which he handed to the correspondent of

the Atahi, and this proves very interest-

ing, for It gives among other things par-

ticulars of the end of Mr. Iwaae, a Naval

Engineer who was In command of the

" Otani-maru " when that vessel was

sent with others by Admiral Togo to

block the harbour of Port Arthur on

May 3rd. The story Is a remarkable one

and characteristically Japanese.

From Mr. Mlyamura's diary, which

was written on any scrap of paper that

could be obtained. Including that

for wrapping cigarettes, it

when the " Otaru-raaru " dashed Into the

entrance of the harbour on the night of

May 3rd, It succeeded In crossing the

first barrier or obstruction laid by the

Russians, and then collided with the

second barrier, which was a more solid

structure. Immediately tho vessel got

Into the right position Engineer Iwase

set the fuse connected with the explo-

sives, and, summoning all hands on deck,

the boats were lowered and the crew left

the doomed ship. The night was dark,

with a heavy southerly wind raising a

sea which greatly Interfered with the

navigation of the little boats. Nor was
the fact that the night was dark of any

to the boats, for a
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searchlights from the shore and from

the war-ahtps made the surroundings as

light as day. Soon every one of the boaU
was riddled with shot and rapidly filled.

The boat containing Engineer Iwase

reached the baae of Golden Hill, and

there It sunk and Its occupants were

thrown into the Icy cold water. Tho
offker endeavoured to aave himself by

swimming, and succeeded In keeping

above water for about half-an-hour. when
he lost consciousness. Immediately after

wards he must have been rescued by a

boat from tho Russian hospital ship
" Mongolia." and being taken on board

efforts made to restore circulation were
successful.

When Engineer Iwaae rcturnod to con-

sciousness, and his strength was a little

restored, a Russian officer came to him.
it being then daylight, and proposed to

take a photograph of him. I wage re-

garded this as a disgrace and strongly

objected. The officer insisted, whereupon
Iwase sarcastically remarked that he ha<;

always understood that in civilised

countries one person was not allowed to

photograph another without his consent.

Whether the Russian officer understood
what was said is not stated, but he went
away and troubled lwase no more.
Very early on the morning of May 4th,

ays Mr. Mlyamura's diary. Engineer
Iwase arrived In the prison under the

of Russian sailors wearing a
cap upon his head, having loat

his own cap as well as hla sword. Two
days later Mr. Miyamura succeeded in

obtaining an Interview with the officer.

He found him In good spirits, fully be-

lieving that the efforts made to block the
fairway of the entrance to the harbour of

Port Arthur had been successful, and
that It was entirely closed. Neverthe-
less, he said that having been taken pri-

,

aonor by the Russians he would prefer to

die. Mr. Miyamura endeavoured to dis-

suade him from such a course, and the
interview came to an end.

About a week later. Mr. Miyamura and
others who belonged to the " Hanyet-
maru" were transferred to new quarters
and lived wRh seventeen naval prisoners.

The diarist writes that the food given
the prisoners about this time consisted
of black bread and soup. All the naval
prisoners complained of feeling unwell in

consequence of this food, and Mr. Miya-
mura, who speaks Russian and generally
acted as Interpreter, made a complaint
to the authorities. He asked that the
prisoners be given soft bread if possible,
but this application was refused on the
ground that soft bread was scarce. Some
distinction was made among the pri-

soners, however, for Engineer Iwase was
allowed white bread.

The diarist records that the engineer
anxiously watched by night and day the
entrance to tho harbour, which he was
•nabled to do through a window of the
house where the prisoner

Ha was evidently waiting for

that the harbour was sealed. If he left

the window he never failed to set a
bluejacket In his place with orders to keep
watch. After about two months of this

monotonous life, the war-ships were ob-

served to steam slowly out of the harbour.

It was a cruel disappointment for Iwase,

who had evidently throught all along that

in consequence of his blocking the en-

trance such a feat was Impossible. From
now on he seems to have steadily per-

severed In hla determination to kill him-
self. He rerused to take food. His
comrades, thinking the officer was ill,

earnestly urged him to consult a doctor,

but he declared he was quite well. On
August fith a high medical officer in-

spected the health of the prisoners, and
on examining the engineer advised him
to go into hospital. Iwase denied that ho
was ill. and stoutly refused to accept the

advice of the surgeon, but on the 8th

August he was compelled to go to the sick

ward. Even here he refused food and
several times tried to make an end of

himself.

Iwase returned to the prison quarters

towards the end of September In a
most exhausted condition. He then ate

anything he could lay bands on with the

sole object of contracting some serious

disease. His comrades, of course, who
by now could see his determination to die

a lingering death, did all they could do
to keep the officer from poisoning himself,

but he at last succeeded In developing

stomach disease. Once more taken to

hospital, Iwase again refused all nourish-

ment. He seized an opportunity to kill

himself by Jumping from a window of the

hospital, but did nothing more than
seriously aggravate the condition of uis

health. Engineer Iwase died in hospital

on the 19th October, after several months'
imprisonment and self-torture.

The Russians teem to have been struck

by the self-sacrificing spirit of this officer,

who was only twenty-eight years of age.

Iwawe was honoured with a funeral with

naval honours at noon on the 23rd

October. There was a guard of blue-

jackets, and a naval band headed the pro-

cession. The .Vovi A'roi paid a tribute to

the character of the deceased in its

columns.

A few days following the blocking feat.

Engineer Iwase was promoted and de-

corated with the Fifth Order of the Golden

Kite, and the Fifth Order of Merit with

the Double-rayed Rising Sun, to date rrom
the 3rd of May. He never learned of this

but It will be a cherished

in his family.

VALUABLE CAFJ?URE IN THE
TSUSHIMA STRAITS.

TO.XH or OOXTaABASD COAL.

The capture by the Japanese of still ano-

ther steamer 1b reported, and this time)

the haul Is a valuable one. At about

4 o'clock on Wednesday afternoon m
Japanese war-ship stopped the British

steamer "Oakley." 2.456 tons register, aa

the vessel was steaming through tho

Tsushima Straits. Upon examination It

was found that the " Oakley " carried

5.900 tons of Welsh coal, and that she left

Cardiff on November 17th for Vladivostok.

She was arrested and sent on to

In charge of a prlie crew.

THE NON-COMBATANTS AT
PORT ARTHUR.

A Cbefoo dispatch to the Aiahi states

that all the non-combatants from Port

Arthur have arrived at Dalny during

the past two days and were soon to leave

for Chcfoo. They number about 2.000.

The Russian authorities have chartered

three steamers to convey them to their

berth at Chcfoo.

RUSSIA'S NOTE TO THE
POWEBA

SPECIFIC CHARGES AGAINST

CHINA.

THE SICK AND WOUNDED
FROM PORT ARTHUR.

According to reports received by the

Tokyo authorities, the number of sick and
wounded among the prisoners taken at

Port Arthur reached a total of 18,556 on
Thursday, 3.657 of the total being naval

The Note addressed by Russia to the

Powers regarding Japan's alleged viola-

tion of the neutrality of China la com-

posed of five charges, first, that the Japan-

ese arc directing the operations of the

Chunchuses (mounted bandits); second,

that the Chinese Government has engaged

the services of Japanese officers ; third,

that the Chinese Government connives at

the Japanese uaing the Mlaotao group

of islands as a base of operations ; fourth,

that contraband is being shipped from

Chefoo to the territory occupied by

Japan ; and fifth, that the iron ore of

Taiya mine is being shipped to Japan

The Chinese Government, through Its

representatives, has explained that the

charges are fabrications or perversions

of the facts : and that the Chlneso Go-

vernment has always observed Its obliga-

tions of neutrality, has not

any violaUon thereof, and hat

tion of
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The Investment of Port Arthur

I

Japanese Artillery in the attack on one of the Forts.
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Sunday, January 22nd.

A PRISONER IN DISGUISE.

ROMANTIC INCIDENT OF THE WAR

Mention ha* already been made In our

columns of a woman who succeeded In

Journeying to Japan as a prisoner of war.

She will figure as one of the heroines of

the struggle, and her story, as told to

a representative of the Chronicle yester-

day. Is a romance In real life such as ont

seldom hear* of excepting In the page*

of fiction.

Nurse Bogdanoff la not the type of

woman that one would single out as likely

to undertake the daring escapade of

which she Is the heroine, for being slight

In physique she does not strike one as

being pos*e»sed of a particularly robust

construction : it Is when she talks that

one can trace that pluck and determina-

tion of which her story Is sufficient Illus-

grlmly humorous to hear them speculat-

ing on the calibre of the bombs that

would be likely to fall—would the next

one be a 6-lnch and would It fall in such

and such a place ? Many children were

killed during the siege, and In no place

were they safe from harm, for many of

the so-called bomb-proof caverns were

absolutely shattered—especially towards

i the last, when six-Inch bombs were

poured upon them at the distance ol

ordinary rifle range. People felt safe no-

where, for one minute a bomb would fall

at one point and a few minutes later a

position right at the opposite end of the

town would be shelled.

Some of the tradesmen apparently made
a tremendous amount of money, for busi-

ness was proceeding at most of the shops

up till almost the last moment, though It

became somewhat difficult to find the

shops, as the baker, for Instance, would

have to hastily remove his stock-in-trade

" '

7T and
1>eo*M!M> nl* roof na<l tKM>n smashed In by

a Japanese shell. The price asked for atratlon. Her manner Is

sympathetic, and she makes no secret of ^
the fact that her adventures are all th»

rhicken(i fe(cne<1 a„ much aB „ rouWe„

result of " a love affair." As she Bpoke
eaph . a Mce Qf norBpflesn cogt ^ cenu

It was noticed that her hands trembled^ ^ re<,elve<, , h(>lr „„„„„ from
indicating that her nerves have suffered ^ cotnmiKKarlat department, and the

non-combatants purchased their food from

the shops, and everything—even food

that had become tainted and would In

severely bb the result of the terrible ex-

periences she has endured.

She had lived In Harbin almost from

the time that the Trans-Siberian Rail

way was carried thus far, and In the

course of her profession as a pri-

vate nurse was called upon to at-

tend a young Russian lawyer, who fell

in love with her. his feelings being

reciprocated. They were engaged to be

married when the news came that there

was trouble at Port Arthur and that the

Kwantung Artillery, to which regiment

the lawyer was attached, had been called

out to assist In the defence of the garri-

son. Believing that nurses would be re-

quired, Nurse Bogdanoff offered her ser

vices, which wore readily accepted by the

authorities. She was not associated with

the Red Cross Society, but went as a

volunteer nurse attached to the regiment

to which her lover belonged. They left

Harbin on March 25th (old style) and

arrived In Port Arthur towards the end

of April, never dreaming then that they

would have to endure a siege for nearly

eight months.

Of the terrors of the memorable siege

Nurse Bogdanoff related much that has

already been made known. At first, lis*

Bald, when it was realised that tbey were

surrounded by the Japanese, most of the

non-combatants were very much terrified,

while the soldiers, though they did not

show It, were naturally anxious. To-

wards the end of the siege, however,

everybody became callous ; they know

that at any time they might be killed ; the

news that somebody to whom they had

spoken but an hour or two previously

had been struck down was of every-day

ocrurrenre. and everybody was prepared

to take their chance. Even the children

were not afraid to venture out. and it was

ordinary circumstances have been thrown
away—was sold and eagerly bought. When
a junk laden with provisions came In It was
cleared of everything In the shortest space

of time and the Junk-owners probably

took away a small fortune with them.

Most of these cargoes were bought up by

the shop-keepers and retailed at

prices. The non-combatants

talnly the greatest sufferers.

There were twenty hospitals, nearly all

of which were hit by the Japanese shells

at one time or another. The nurses were

kept hard at work day and night, and It

was a terrtble business moving the sick

and wounded from the hospitals which

had been struck to bomb-proof shelters

until other accommodation could be

found. One hospital was completely de-

stroyed aB the result of the bombardment

on December Gth (old style) and nearly

all the patients were killed. In all seven-

teen shells struck the building at this

time, and the sight of wounded men crawl-

ing from among the debris was pitiful In

the extreme. The hospital In which Nurse

Bogdanoff was engaged hail to be removed

twice owing to Irreparable damage from

shells, Whenever a building was selected

for a hospital, bomb-proof—or as nearly

bomb-proof as possible—subterranean caves

were constructed close by, where the sick

and wounded could be placed In case of

emergency. Scurvy was the disease

which gave them most trouble, and there

was much Illness caused by the foul con-

ditions under which It was necessary to

live In the underground bomb-proof caves.

The \orl Krai was published up till

within a few days of the surrender, and

spirits of the Inhabitants. Everybody ad-

mired the pertinacity with which the

Editor, M. Artleml«ff. produced the paper.

There might be an Interval of a day or

two. and then the Journal would blossom

with the apology that the

nashed up by a shell and
It had been necessary to remove to other

premises. It appeared In various sizes,

and as the siege extended became smaller

because of the scarcity of paper and Ink.

According to Nurse Bogdanoff, the

manner in which the Russians at-

tempted to retake the 203-metre hill was
splendid. They went out without thought
of their lives, and to what seemed
certain death. As regards the siege,

the men were anxious to hold out
longer, although they were under the

Impression that the number of Japanese
was absolutely overwhelming, while the

final bombardment left hardly a building

undamaged. When the orders came for

the surrender the men submitted to it

quietly, and Nurse Bogdanoff saw nothing

of a mutinous character among the sol-

diers : there was no looting In the part

of the town where she was stationed.

When It was learned that her lover was
to go to Japan as a prisoner of war Nurse
Bogdanoff determined to accompany him.

She packed her dress In a knapsack, cat
her hair short, donned soldier's attire, and
marched out of Port Arthur as a private

in the Kwantung Artillery. They started

to march out In the afternoon and en-

camped half way between Port Arthur
and Dalny for the night. Nurse Bogdanoff
had contracted a cough (from which she

was suffering yesterday), and a Japanese
officer In charge, noticing thlB, kindly

asked the young soldier if "he" would
care to sleep on a Chinese kang close by,

where It was warm. The offer was gladly

accepted. Nurse Bogdanoff was wearing

a thick overcoat the collar of which was
turned up, hiding half her face, and
nobody suspected that she was anybody
else but a youthful soldier with a bad

Of course her

the Arriving at Dalny" In

the prisoners were placed on board
a steamer for ITJina, their baggage being
taken from them and put In the hold.

At the quarantine station at Ninoshtma
she declared her Identity and begged
that she might be allowed to remain as
a nurse In the hospitals, offering her ser-

vices In the succour of her fellow-country-

men. Her lover also pleaded that she
might remain, but It was of courso im-
possible for the authorities at CJIna to

grant this request, as she had arrived as
a priao&eT of war and not as a nurse.

She was therelore sent back to Kobe,
where investigations have been made at

the French Consulate Nurse Bogdanoff

remains here pending the decision of the

authorities. She «peaks la tte highest

of the kind manner In which she

seated ; and Is satisfied that If

perforce she Is separated from her lover

he will be well looked after during his

did a great deal towards keeping up the I sojourn In Japan.
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PRISONERS OF WAR AT
OSAKA.

The people of Kobe are now becoming

used to the passage through the city of

trains crowded with Russian prisoners

destined for Osaka and Nagoya. On

Friday 843 men were sent on from Osaka

to Hamadera near Sakal ; 2.250 more

arrived at Hamadera yesterday, and

there are now In that small town as

many as some G.OOO men. There are als:>

detained In the Tengachaya depot over

five thousand men, so that the total num-

her iti and about Osaka exceeds 11.000

Included among the men who passed

through Kobe on Friday were the crews

of the battleship " Retvlsan " and a gun-

boat.

Major-General llman arrived at Nagoya
on Friday and Is quartered at the Hon-

gwanjl Temple. General llman com-

manded the 4th Brigade of Field Ar-

tillery. When he passed through Kobe,

members of the Patriotic Society and

others met the officer at the station and

presented him with a doxen bottles of

beer and a box of cake.

Lieut -General Smirnoff, Commander of

the Port Arthur Fortifications, Rear-Ad-

miral Wlren, and the Commander of the

Artillery at Port Arthur passed through I

Kobe at six o'clock yesterday morning
with their aide* and soldier attendants..

LOSS OF A BALTIC FLEET
COLLIER

A London dispatch to the Atahi re-

ports that the German steamer " Ben-

galla." carrying coal for the Baltic

squadron, ran aground and afterwards

sank near Madagascar.

CONFISCATED STEAMERS AT
SASEHO.

The examination at Saseho of the re-

cently captured British steamere " Roso-

ley" and " Lethlngton " has been eon-

eluded in the Saseho Prlre Court, and the

Procurators recommend that both vessels

and their cargoes be confiscated. Notice

was duly given of this decision to those

concerned.

Both steamers belong to Belfast, Ireland,

and are quite new, the " Roseley " having

been built In 1903. and the "Lethlngton"
in 1902. The steamers resemble the

N.Y.K. " Hltachl-maru " in site and gene-

ral appearance. Both the master of the

"Roseley." Mr. Robertson, and the

master of the " Lethlngton." Mr. Thomas
Tate, as already reported, nave been re-

leased, with their crews.

Tuesday, Janua ry 2Atlt.

THE special correspondent of the Aiohi

at Port Arthur telegraphs that on the

20th Inst, twenty-two foreign attaches to

various Japanese Army Corps arrived at

Port Arthur, and are now considering the

Japanese plan of attack and Inspecting

the site of the memorable

The armies on the Shaho have now

been for over three months facing each

other. The whole country around for

miles, says a correspondent, has been

swept quite clear of cover, and as the

earth Is bare, rocky, treeless and flat, and

the atmosphere remarkably clear, sur-

prises of any sort are almost Impossible.

The only cover for troops moving about

of the small river beds, now
and the ravines, which are

to be found all over the country. All the

soldiers In the front line trenches live In

underground huts heated with charcoal,

wood being very scarce and coal unknown.

The Generals and office rs commanding
sometimes manage to get quarters in a

Chinese hut' in the small villages ; whilst

the foreign attaches and Press representa-

tives live In much more luxury and free-

dom near the rear. The men in the

second and third lines of defence are bet-

ter off, generally living in Chinese houses

or In huts cleverly made of kaoliang

stalks and mud. Both the armies em-

ploy large numbers of coolies, who re-

ceive high wages for the hire of them-

selves, their carts, horses, mules, don-

keys, and buildings. Naturally the cost

of food has risen very high ; and ordi-

nary foodstuffa of the .country command
the price of civilised luxuries. There
are many women and children still oc-

cupying the villages in the more Imme-
diate neighbourhood of the camps ; but

In the lines proper all

coal burning is a great Industry on both

sides, the few trees within a flftjr-mlle

radius being ruthlessly cut down for this

purpose ; and as the roads are now in

a good hard condition, there la not much
difficulty In transporting supplies from
place to place. Each belligerent makes
of course principal use of the railway on
his main line of communication, and
both armies are accumulating immense
stores of everything necessary for the

long winter, whether for campaigning,
or awaiting the spring. All combatants
have a plentiful supply of warm cloth-

ing, furs, and heavy overcoats, whilst
sickness of any kind seems singularly
absent from both camps. Altogether It

is Impossible to imagine a more peculiar
state of affairs, or to surmise what the
next move will be.

PRISONERS AT PORT ARTHUR.

THE SURVIVORS OF A BLOCKING

A warrant officer of the Navy, an
engineer named Manda, who has Just
returned from Port Arthur after being
imprisoned for eight months, lectured on
his experience on the 17th Inst, at the
Naval Officers' Club and the Suikosha,
TsuklJI. Tokyo, before the families of his

late comrades, those whose lives were lost

in the blocking expedition In which the
warrant officer took part. Mr. Manda said
he belonged to the cruiser " Akaahl." He
joined the steamer " Otaru-maru " In the
third blocking expedition of May 3rd, and
was wounded It. the left arm, which was
afterwardB amputated at Port Arthur.
After describing the preparations and de-

parture of the blocking fleet from the

base, the warrant officer said that when
the "Otaru" was near the harbour en-

trance—In the full glare of the Russian
searchlights—he went to say farewell to

the commander, Lieutenant Miyano,
found that officer quietly

Lieutenant Miyano asked Manda to Join
him In singing, but afterwards sent him
below. The two shook hands, and Manda

I obeyed. The Russian fire completely en-
veloped the steamer, and four or Ave pro-

jectiles struck the engine-room. Manda
I
had charge of the engine lever. Engineer
Iwase the gauge, and a third man, Kamei.

I acted as oilman. Although explosions

were heard fore and aft and shell splinters

fell about, no one so far was injured.

Soon the order " Stop " was telegraphed,

and the next moment the engine-room
crew were ordered on deck, when all ex-
cepting Manda went up. He was about
to follow after reversing the engines,

when he found a fireman lying wounded
In the leg by a shell splinter. After help-

ing this man, Manda examined the

and found that all. eighteen men,
present. It was next reported that the
explosive apparatus had been set, and the

i crew prepared to take to the boats, but
It was found that all five excepting No. 1
were badly damaged, three being unfit

for use. After the explosion which was
to sink the vessel had been successfully

carried out, the crew gave three
" banzais." They were about to enter the

No. 1 boat, when a gunboat, which
believed to be the " Giljak," sent In

broadside which demolished the

It being found that the No. 3 boat was
still serviceable, the crew entered this,

and tried, but in vain, to get clear of the

rapidly Blnking ship. Lieutenant Miyano
and two men were already missing. High

|
seas and the concentrated fire of the Rus-
sian guns on shore and from the

"Olljak" soon destroyed the lifeboat,

which sank and left Its late

in the
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wounded In the arm. was carried ashore

by the high waves, though twice un-

conscious on the journey, anu finally was

rescued by the Russians.

Shortly afterwards Manda's arm was

amputated. On July 24th the bandage

was removed and he left the hospital for

bis prison quarters. There he found In

one room the sixteen survivors of the

crews of the blocking fleet. Both in hos-

pital and prison he found treatment and

fool tolerably pood, but during November

and December the quality of the food gra-

dually became worse.

After describing the ravaging effect on

the city buildings of the high-angle

Japanese Are, and the almost continuous

fire that raged In the city. Mr. Manda
went on to describe the little events of

their prison Hie. Russian Staff officers

ixvasionalty visited them and Inquired if

they had cigarettes, 4c. These visits

usually took place every time a fort was

taken by the Japanese, when their visitors

generally congratulated the Japanese In-

vesting forces on the skill in gunnery

shown and the way they avoided firing at

the prison. Scurvy began to rage early In

November. The prisoners were supplied

with beer—one bottle per day for three

men-as a preventive against this dls-

ease. On January 1st General Stoessel

sent them soft bread, beer, and cigarettes,

and on that day several officers with white

Hags were observed by the prisoners

leaving the city. On the night of the 2nd

Inst, many Russians wore drunk and even

threatened to murder their officers. The

following day the prisoners were over-

joyed when a Japanese Army Surgeon en-

tered, and they ...lew they were free.

Wednesday, January 25M.

REPORT BY ADMIRAL TOGO.

STORY OP A BLOCKING EXPEDITION.

A few days ago Admiral Togo

an official report concerning the third

Port Arthur blocking expedition, which

took place in May last. At first sight it

would seem that It Is a belated report,

but In reality It 1b not so, for It Is prin-

cipally composed of the statements of

aurvivors who were imprisoned at Port

Arthur and were only received by the

Japanese Army on the surrender ot the

stronghold. It will be remembered that

the survivors belonged to the " Otaru-

maru " and the " Sagaml-maru "
; their

story corroborates what has already been

published regarding the plucky attempt

to block the harbour. The men Btate how.

In face of a terrific fire, the steamers ad-

ranced towards Golden Hill under the

full glare of the search-lights. When the

- Otaru-maru " bad entered the fairway,

a Russian gun-boat, apparently the

"Glljak." together with a destroyer,

which were keeping water, made an

onslaught at cloBe range. The crew of

the blocking steamer blew her up. It being

ascertained that the hull was In such a

position as to temporarily prevent the

passage of vessels through the left Side

of the harbour entrance. By command

of Lieutenant-Commander Nomura, the

crew got away In the No. 1 boat, but the

boat was struck by a shell. Commander
Nomura being killed and the rest pre-

cipitated Into the water. In the mean

time No. 2 boat had been lowered, the

steamer being three-parts submerged.

No. 2 boat was also shelled and sunk,

and most of the occupant* were drowned.

In the morning Engineer Iwase and

seven men were picked up and taken to

Port Arthur. The " Sagaml-maru *

followed and was blown up and sunk,

successfully blocking the remainder of

the fairway. It waa when leaving the

steamer that the whole of the crew was

fired upon and most of them were killed,

nine being picked up by the enemy on

the following morning. Nothing was
heard of the crews of the " Sakura-

nor of the

THE RUSSIAN OFFICERS AT
MATSUYAMA.

A QUESTION OF PARTING WITH
THEIR SWORDS.

Diplomacy of the higher sort seems to

be necessary on the part of the Japanese

authorities if tbey are to maintain good

relations with the Russian officers, some

five hundred of whom are now prisoners

at Matsuyama. The officers are keen to

resent Insult, fancied or real, and un-

fortunately their position is such that

almost everything the Japanese authori-

ties do Is likely to be wrongly construed.

Recently the authorities decided, so It is

reported, to take away the swords, re-

volvers, and other arms of the prisoners

who had recently arrived from Port Arthur,

as of course they had a perfect right to do.

According to the Otaka MainicM, on the

20th Inst, this decision was communicated

to the prisoners. The offlcers of higher

rank among those quartered In the com-

pound of the Myoseljl Temple consented,

and offered no opposition to the proposal,

but some of the young bloods were not

slow to perceive an Insult in the instruc-

tion Cf the authorities. Lieutenant

Nikolsky and Ensign Kurbenikoff, with a

few others, rebelled. It la stated that those

young offlcers were obstinate In their

They hare

a poor countr

ties wanted to make use of their swords

and other arms on the field of battle,

surely a base If also an absurd Insinua-

tion. The Japanese might have their

swords but they would have them in this

way. and the gallant officers snapped tho

steel across their knees. Others followed

their example. Others, again, at-

tempted to resist Lieutenant Aso when

he advanced to receive the weapons,

but a detachment of the 22nd Regi-

ment and police who were on guard

immediately arrested the refractory

youngsters and Ignomlnlously lodged

them in Jail.

When on the 21st Inst. Colonel Kono,

chief of the committee in charge of the

prisoners, went to the Myogenjl Temple

to receive the arms of the prisoners, he

Informed a noble Colonel who Is there as

a prlsonor. Marquis , of the object of

his visit The Marquis politely con-

sented, thinking the decision of the au-

thorities quite reasonable, and he advised

his comrades to obey, but here again the

younger men were obstinate. In the af-

ternoon Colonel Kono met with some op-

position from the prisoners at Dalrlnjl

Temple. Ten offlcers declared they

would resist to the utmost the order of

the authorities. Colonel Kono received

the swords of the willing offlcers. and

then summoned the refractory ones to the

principal temple chamber one by one.

He anticipated resistance, but one after

another the offlcers summoned delivered

up their swords without a word.

A Matsuyama dispatch to the ifaMchi

says that two of the Russian offlcers at

the Guganjl Temple broke out ot bounds

on the night of the 21st Instant. Thsy
offered resistance to the police who were
sent to arrest them, when the latter

drew their swords and slightly wounded
one of the prisoners, who were later

charged with resisting the Government
officials.

THE RUSSIAN OFFICERS AT
NAGASAKI.

ind tblrty-slx

Including ladles, from Port Arthur, and
150 Russian gendarmes, were to leave

Nagasaki yesterday by the German
steamer " Baycrn." There are still at

Nagasaki 500 paroled offlcers and their

servants, and these will leave by the

M.M. steamer " Ernest Simons " on the

31st

THE RUSSIAN PRISONER8 AT
HAMADERA.

of the Russian

who arrived at the depot at

near Sakal, up to the 23rd Inst, reached

the great total of 17,000. Moat of those

arriving on the 22nd and 23rd consisted

of the crews of the " Retvlsan,"
" Bayan," " Boyarln " and " Oremlast-

chy."
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NEW YEAR AT DALNY.

HOW THE PORT ARTHUR NEWS
WAS RECEIVED.

A VISIT TO THE ENVIB0S8 OF THE OITT.

|>BOM A J AI'ANKHK

January lit. too.',.—The old year haH

passed away amid the constant roar and

boom of distant cannonading In the direc-

tion of Port Arthur. At Dalny this morn-

ing New Year's Day ot liH)5 dawned clear

and bright. As I came out Into the

courtyard of the house where I am quar-

tered. It seemed as if our besieging army

were more active than ever, the faint

vibrations of air accompanied by muffled

sounds being more continuous than

Usual. Our BoldierB on the first line were

evidently celebrating the day with big

guns. As for us at Dalny. although far

from home, our annual ceremonies were

not wanting, and we partook of zoni.

nimamr. takf. Ac, as if we were In the

home country. At the gateway a pair of

Imposing kadomatiu had been erected,

over which fluttered large brand-new

national flags. In the cheerful spirit of

New Year's Day congratulations were

being freely exchanged, when, rather un-

expectedly, the first welcome news of the

year came in the announcement of the

capture of the Panglung new fort and
" H " fort, which two important points we
learned were carried In the early dawn
of the morning. It was added that Ob-

servation Hill was now being vigorously

attacked by the Investing army. There

waB an added brightness in the faces of

people at the news. According to pre-

vious arrangement, we assembled at ten

o'clock In the council hall at Dalny. and

there was much merriment and joviality.

In the afternoon most of us sauntered out

for a walk. The day was bright and

calm, an ideal New Year's Day. Most of

the Chinese shops were closed, ostensibly

out of respect to our holiday, to which

they testified by the liberal use of our

national flag, but In reality. I am afraid,

they were shut for fear that some of our

Boldlers would invade their shops after

drinking deeply of sake. Happily their

apprehensions were quite without Justi-

fication. In a long walk which I took

this afternoon I did not see a single

drunken soldier, although the main

streets were thronged by men In uniform.

Later in the afternoon we learned with

much elation of the capture of Observa-

tion Hill.

In the evening 1 called on Mr. .

Already half-a-dozen guests were as-

sembled, whom I found In the midst of

New Year festivities. Over the table, the

topic of the war naturally formed one of

the subjects of conversation. There were

many conjectures as to our future plans

and also as to what should be demanded
from Russia when the time came for the

negotiation of terms of peace. As to the

future of port Arthur we were all more or

less agreed. Some expected the fortress to

fall within a week, some placed the great

event at about a fortnight's distance,

while

believed the stronghold could not hold

out for longer than a month. Afterwards

we played several games of lUatwrulo.

As I walked home alone the street* were

almost deserted, and the stillness of the

cold and frosty night was only broken

by the occasional whistle of a locomotive

at the railway station or by the sound

of merriment from one or other of the

Uoupes that I passed.

January 8M.—On rising, further good

news of the progress of our soldiers

received. At two o'clock on that morn

ing. it appeared that our left wing had

succeeded in capturing a range of bills

which Included the Eastern Kelkwan fort.

We also learned that a messenger from

the enemy had arrived within our lines,

upon which operations had been suspended

along the whole line. That the messen-

ger had conveyed some offer of capitula-

tion was evident, but whether It was an

unconditional surrender was doubtful.

The enemy. It was thought, might still

demand certain privileges to which our

Commander could not agree, and there-

fore hostilities would perhaps be resumed

at any moment. At noon we heard that

night was far advanced when we retired

to bed.

January 3rd.—In spite of laat nlght'a

rejoicings, the excitement of the soldiers

and the workmen in general did not seem

to have abated. From the early morning

there was a continuous throng of people

outside the house where we were quar-

tered. Extensive preparations were

made to celebrate the event, and as the

night fell there appeared streams of pro-

each vying with the other In

cunning devices and elaborate work. One

was particularly brilliant in effect, con-

sisting of a party of some hundreds of

men, each of whom carried on his head

a fancy-shaped lantern. All the proces-

sions were received with a continual dis-

play of bonfires, and all day up to a late

hour there was a succession outside of

shouts of " Banzai." But In-

thlngs were different. W«
had bad quite enough of the celebration

last night, and were now quiet and busy

at our respective occupations as on an

ordinary day.

January J/n.—The town has assumed

Its normal aspect, and our work Is pro-

Naturally we were anxious to hear the

result, many being none too sanguine of

the successful termination of the negotia-

tions There was, however, no further

news until half-past four, when over the

telephone came the longed-for and thrice-

welcome message that the enemy bad ac-

cepted our terms almost unconditionally,

and that the final agreement for the

capitulation had that minute been signed

by both parties. Many of us having be-

come rather Bceptlcal of late, this definite

news occasioned some little astonishment.

But there could no longer be any doubt of

the fact, and the news was received with

acclamation and hurried congratulations

among ourselves.

An enormous placard was at once ptaced

outside the gate of our offices bearing the

following words: "At 4.30 p.m. 2nd

January, 1905. Port Arthur fell." A small

crowd which had gathered out of curloslty

to look at the posting of the placard gave

vent to a great " Banzai " as soon as its

purport was seen. Attracted by the noise,

soldiers soon gathered from the neigh-

bourhood, and the shouts of " Banzai

"

now became almost continuous outside

our doors and soon spread along the

whole line of the principal streets of

Dalny. As It became dusk the crowds
outside continued to grow larger. Strings,

of lighted lanterns were hung across

the street. Logs of wood were piled In

heaps near by and ignited with the help

of petroleum, and as the flames shot up

into the air they lighted up [he joyful

faces of excited crowds. In the mean-
time Chinese

cured and bonfires

all round, while every window as far

as the eye couid reach appeared to be

turned Into a fountain of light. While

this was in progress outside, impromptu

festivities were organised in almost every

room of the building. There were many
callers from other military and naval

January ;th —Russian prisoners to-day

to arrive In large numberH. Re-

ceived orders to visit the 3rd Army Head-

quarters to-morrow on business.

January 7th.—Left Dalny together with

a friend by the 8 o'clock train. The
morning was cold and misty. Our train

consisted of open trucks laden mostly

with railway materials, one third-class

carriage being attached and reserved for

the members of the Diet who are now
on a visit to this district. We took our

seats upon a pile of packages in an oiien

truck—an experience not easily to be ob-

tained at home unless one Is In the rail-

way service. For about the first four

miles we ran through a fog which re-

minded me forcibly of the English winter,

but as the morning advanced our field of

vision gradually widened and the fog dis-

persed. We were running along the

northern coast of the peninsula and in a
south west direction. The ground was
white with last night's frost, and all

along the beach Just where the sea washes
the land were to be seen innumerable
broken sheets of Ice. The last time I had
travelled over this line was In the latter

part of August,

to the

after our first

ult. Then as we came near

of operations the sound of

cannonading became almost continuous.

Now, however, all was calm and quiet.

At about lo.:to. our train drew up at

the Chorelshl .Station, until a few days
ago the terminus ol the line, which then
entered the zone of Are before reaching
I'ort Arthur. On the northern platrorm

and on the fields beyond I saw assembled
-some thousands of Russian prisoners.

Owing to the insutllclency of accommoda-
tion in the neighbourhood, for there are

not more than half-a-dozen Chinese

houses In all. the officers were quartered

in tents, while the men had to pass their

time in the open fields waiting their turn

to be taken on to Dalny for embarkation.

The
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from Port Arthur under their respective fortification. Everywhere was to be ob-

oBeers, guarded by Japanese soldiers. I

heard that about five thousand were
being sent out from Port Arthur dally,

and that some extra trains had been put

on the Dalny Una In order to convey this

number every day to the place of em-
barkation. The officers, most of whom
were well dressed, sauntered about the

platform. Some had their dogs with

them. What most attracted our attention

was a handsome, smart-looking boy about

ten years of age. apparently the son of

one of the oBlcers present. Will he re-

member in later years (he experiences of

those terrible months In Port Arthur ?

The men were gathered about in small

groups, encircling fires they had made,

and they did not iook particularly down-

In one group a hand organ was

being played by one of the i

amusement of his companion!

We did not alight at this station, After

a stay of aliout a quarter of an hour,

during which time the engine had been

reversed, we proceeded some two miles

more and alighted at the Army Head-

quarters, while the train with railway

materials went a few miles further south

over a line which had only been repaired

and become possible tor traffic the day

before. The 3rd Army Headquarters was

still in the same place as in August last,

but the earth around had been dug up

and winter quarters constructed half

under ground, with the exception of one

solitary Chinese house which still accom-

modated Qeneral Nogi and his staff

served the effect of ? continued bombard-

ment on the bill that lasted for nearly

four months, while the results of the

great explosion which preceded the final

attack and the evidences of that assault

were everywhere visible. In our mind's

eye we pictured the heroic forms of our

dauntless soldiers, many of them with

wounds disregarded, scaling the steep hill-

side and pressing forward against the al-

most Impregnable fort time after time,

through rain of bullets and the fragments

of bursting shells. Even to think of these

deeds In such a place sent a thrill over us.

Broken guns and pieces of shell with the

terrible wreckage of cemented walls elo-

quently testified to the scenes witnessed

only a day or two earlier. By now the

sense of excitement In the anticipation of
for the witnessing a novel sight had given place

Early in the afternoon we started to

have a look at the forts recently taken.

Calling upon a friend on the way, we

were glad to have two horses placed at

our disposal, and quickly mounting on

them we went on. As we advanced, there

were innumerable big holes to be seen

made by the enemy:s shells, while shells

which had failed to explode were lying

about in all directions. Here and there

our large guns were posted behind small

hills, their mouths ominously pointing to-

wards the enemy. Towards our right,

large columns of white smoke wi re rising

from a dip In the ground, and on ap-

proaching we found that our soldiers

were there sadly engaged in cremating

the remains of bnve but hapless com-

rades who had fallen In recent engage-

Presently we found ourselves al-

surrounded by deep ditches on every

side, running In zigzag lines and joining

and ramifying in every direction. Th.se

were the passages dug by our men by

which to approach the enemy's forts.

Making a detour, we sit last came beneath

the northern tort of the Eastern Keikwan

hill. This Is a smsll hill at the foot of a

long range of higher elevations, known as

the Keikwan. Niriu, and Shoju hills. Its

position with regard to the other forts as

well as Its height and dimensions resem-

bles somewhat that of the Venus Observa-

tion Hill of Suwayama at Kobe as seen

from Its foot near the spring or bath-

Leaving our horses half-way up, we

climbed to what Is now the ruin of a

once strongly-built and well-defended

to heavy sighs and sad reflect tons over

the shameful prlmitiveness of what we
men boast of as civilisation. How long

have we to exist before we outlive the

barbarity of settling our disputes by

mere brutal force, killing and maiming
mercilessly the flower of nations ? Brute

forte I call It. for It cannot be described

by any other name, no matter how much
modern science is . ailed In to its aid.

Krom the northern fort we climbed up
about a hundred yards to another fort

overlooking the former. As this was
taken, together with the adjoining bills,

only a few dayB ago, torn caps, pierced

boots, and other remnants of clothing al-

most unidentifiable were to be seen scat-

tered pell-mell over the whole ground.

Intermingled with fragments of shell and
oiher wreckage of war material. The side

of the bill was so completely torn up and
excavated by the continual bombardment
that It looked almost like tilled ground.

The Russians must have lieen In want of

materials for making sand-bags, for many
of those we saw were made of women's
clothing of different colours and patterns,

presenting a peculiar appearance as they

lay piled In heaps. Most of the dead

bodies had already been removed. But

at this place I saw the body of a Russian

officer lying on his hack in a small low

shed that looked more fitted to accom-

modate a bear in a zoological garden than

a man. The lower part of his body was
buried under a huge mass of earth that

had fallen upon the shed and crushed It.

evidently while the Officer was asleep.

Ills coat was still hanging above his head

upon a peg.

Turning westwards and examining
several of the defence works, we came to

the top of Observation Hill. This Is one

of the highest points for some distance

round. One of the naval guns posted

there had its mouth cut off clean, and a

Are was still smouldering beneath a

breastwork. Krom this point a fine view

|

of the harbour was obtainable. At the

entrance to the harbour there were

ground In a row some four or five

steamers which were sunk by one or

other of our blockading parties early In

the war. Inside of these vessels, and in

the Eastern Harbour, quite close to the

shore, were two targe war-ships partly

submerged and evidently touching bot-

tom. On the other side of the Tiger's Tall

there were several more, some of which
appeared almost submerged,—a melan-

choly end of a once powerful fleet.

Coming down through a valley we came
upon the horribly mutilated remains of

three Japanese. No doubt a shell had

burst close to them, to Judge by the

wounds they had sustained. I cannot

trust my pen to describe the terrible sight,

but Its horror has made an Ineffaceable

picture upon my memory. As I stood

pondering over the peculiar destinies of

men and nat ions, a party of soldiers came

and carried away the first body to the

place of cremation. What would have

been the feelings of his dear ones could

they have seen the torn and mangled re-

mains of their beloved as they lav there

stark and stiff on that January morning !

Uiwer down the valley, where the ground

dipped a little, there were to be seen

soldiers' belta. purses, caps, cartridges,

boots, omamori, letters and other small

things unenumerable scattered in disorder

upon the ground, forming a line »ome

fifty yards long parallel with the Up of

the depression. Although the bodies had

already been taken away, It was evident

at a glance that here at least a company

of soldiers, checked upon Its advance and

awaiting an opportunity to make a rush,

had been annihilate,! by the murderous

fire from the enemy's forts on the left.

About the rentre was a newly-made grave

in which three officers had been interred,

one of whom had been so mangle! by

tne Are that he had not yet been Identified,

and an officer's cap was significantly laid

upon the grave of this unknown hero.

Walking across the field, which now was

sown with fragments of shell, even more

conspicuous than the down trodden millet

which the Chinese farmers had been un-

able to gather, we came back to the spot

where we had left our horses. As en-

trance to Port Arthur was strictly for-

bidden save to those with special per-

mits, we turned to the left and visited

the quarters of our left wing at the foot

of Takushan. On inquiring our way of

soldiers by the roadside, we found that

most of them were quite hoarse, the rc

suit, as they laughingly confessed, of

having "Banraled" for two consecutive

days In celebration of the fall of the

stronghold. Nor can It excite wonder,

when one considers the unspeakab!.<

hardships and dangers which these poor

fellows have gone through for the last six

month* In the endeavour to capture i

fortress that has been described as Im

pregnable.

Shortly arter dusk we returned to our

friend's quarters, consisting of a small

Chinese house, and were welcomed there

with all the hospitality the place afforded

Sitting round a hibathi which wa^ mill-

ing else than an empty wooden blsrult-

box. half filled with earth, and helping

ourselves from tbe contents of a square

tin case which was never intended

for a stew-pan by its maker, we had a

meal and passed the evening, for the

most part listening to the exciting re

J

mlnlscences and hairbreadth escapes of

our host and some of his subordinates

I who Joined the party.
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January 8fa—Rode to Chorelshl Sta-

tion and returned to Dalny about 7 p.m.,

together with about a thousand Russian

prisoners.

CREWS OF CAPTURED VESSELS

AT NAGASAKI

The crew of the Dutch steamer
« Wllhelmina," which was recently cap-

tured and Is now detained at Saseho, was

taken to Nagasaki on Monday and re-

leased. The crew consisted of 11 Nether-

landers and 35 Chinese. The crew of the

British steamer "Oakley," now confis-

cate!, was released on the same day.

AN EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

Recently the Russian Government com-

municated with the Japanese Govern-

ment and asked that the Naval Reserve

officers in charge of the Volunteer Fleet

steamer " Ekaterino&lav." which was

Captured by the Japanese fleet im-

mediately after the war broke out. be

released. We now learn that the negotla

Hons between the two Governments on

the matter have come to a successful

Issue. The Japanese Government de-

manded that the Japanese naval officers

In a similar position be also released. It

has therefore been arranged that three

I
Russians — the Lieut.-Commander in

command of the " Ekaterfnoslav," a
Sub-Llcutenant who was the chief officer,

and a Lleut.-Commander who was second

officer, be exchanged for the three

Japanese officers who commanded the

ill-fated " Kinshiu-maru M - Licut.-Com-

mander Mlzoguchl, Paymaster Ilda and
Lieut. -Com ruunder Komuku.

MINE-CLEARING AT PORT
ARTHUR.

The Japanese squadron which has been

engaged in clearing mines from the water*

outside Fort Arthur, had discovered and
destroyed 395 mines (laid by the Rus-

sians) up to the 23rd InBtant.

Tluu'xday. January 2u7//.

4 N official dispatch has reached the

Imperial Headquarters. Tokyo, stat-

ing that on the 23rd instant a Japanese

detachment encountered and drove away

a troop of Russian cavalry near Kansho,

eighty miles east of Mukden, on the left

wing of the Russian army. The Japanese

then occupied the place. Horses and

quantities of arms and other articles fell

Into the hands of the victors. The dis-

patch adds that another detachment dis-

persed a body of Russians In the vicinity

of Cheor.gchlnf,, when over twenty Rus-
sians were killed or wounded and live

officers and men taken prisoner, together

with a number of horses and quantities

of arms, Ac.

A London telegram to the Anoni an-

nounces that a collier which arrived at

London from Durban reported that the

Baltic squadron left the vicinity of

Madagascar on the 14th instant. The
squadron, It is said, cleared for action on

the previous day. as a Japanese squadron

was believed to be approaching.

Three Japanese transports with non-

combatants rrom Port Arthur crossed

from Dalny to Chefoo on Tuesday.

Among the passengers were three Ger-

mans, one Chinese, 47 women, and 2S

children. No one was allowed on board

at Cbofoo until the passengers were

handed over to the Russian Consul. Their

total number Is reported to be 1.818.

Friday. January 21th.

NEWS reaches the authorities in Tokyo
to the effect that the main squadron

of the Baltic Flee:, which was recently re-

ported to have left Madagascar, is still

at an Island north-east of Madagascar.

•
• •

Admiral Shibayama, Commander of the

Port Arthur Port Admiralty, accompanied

by Admiral Kamlmura, passed through

Moji on Wednesday morning for Saseho

amidst the enthusiastic cheering of large

crowds.

The Japanese prisoners at Port Arthur

who have been duly received by the

authorities number 97. of whom 1 Ib a

military officer. 1 a sergeant-major on

special service, 4 non-commissioned

officers and 63 men, 7 warrant officers of

the navy. 8 stokers. I seaman, and 12

civilians. Of the total only 16 soldiers

ann 5 naval men are in sound health and

have returned to Japan : the rest remain

In hospital at Port Arthur or Dalny.

•

A Renter's telegram dated London, the

2.'ith Instant. t:iia :
—

The Chli.e e Government. In reply to the

Note recently sent by Mr. John Hay. the

U.S. Secretary of State, regarding the

charges made in the Russian Circular

Note to the Powers, denies that It has

swerved one lota fron a strict observance

of the laws of neutrality. On the other

hand, the Chinese Government says It

considers Russia has violated the neutral-

ity of China in a number of instances.

THE RUSSIAN OFFICER AND
HIS SWORD.

EXPLANATION BY A JAPANESE
JURIST

Mr. Akiyama. Councillor in the War
Office, has given an opinion on the ques-

tion of depriving Russian prisoners of

war of commissioned rank of their swords.

Mr. Akiyama Is reported as saying :
—

" According to the newspapers the Rus-

sian officers who lately arrived at Matsu-

yama from Port Arthur, and who were

allowed to leave Port Arthur with their

swords according to the protocol of sur-

render, protested against being disarmed

I at Matsuyamo, and. further, the Rus-

sian officers already at Matsuyamo,

seeing that their confreres from Port

Arthur had been allowed to retain their

swords, demanded that their sword*

should be returned to them. Soma
journals had mistakenly alleged that th*

authorities had decided to take away the

swords of the officers because of the com-

:

plaints of officers who had not been

allowed to retain them. But the authori-

ties had neither heard complaints from

the officers already in detention or treated

the newcomers unfairly In disarming

them. By this act the Japanese Army
Regulations for the Control of Prisoners

of War were being enforced in accordance

with diplomatic usage and The Hague
Convention. The object of one of the

belligerents retaining ax prisoners the

combatants of the other is to prevent

their Government from employing them
again in the campaign, and the country

retaining prisoners of war Is bound to

treat them on principles of humanity and

kindness according to The Hague Conven-

tion. At the same time a country retains

absolute right over prisoners in regard

to their control, to prevent them from

I escaping, ftc. When prisoners of war are
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allowed to retain their swords, the I

difficulty of controlling: them lis very much
Increased should they quarrel among
themselves or with their guard or out-

siders. Especially where a small number
of officers takes charge of a large number
of prisoners, the latter cannot be allowed

to retain their swords without endanger-

I Ing the safe control of the prisoner*.

There Is no country in the world where
the International regulations are In force

that would allow prisoners of war to re-

tain their swords at the places of deten-

tion."

In conclusion Mr. Aklyama quotes the

Russian rules and regulations, by which

prisoners taken by Russia are not allowed
to retain their swords. In Japan, the

Regulations for the Control of Prisoner*

of War were adopted in February last

year, and these rules provide that arms,

ammunition, and any other articles of

war carried by prisoners of war shall be

confiscated.

Sunday, January 29f7i.

1 MPORTANT dispatches are published—
» one from Marshal Oyama reporting

a Russian advance on a large scale, as

one army corps Is engaged In the move-

ment, and another from General Kuro-

patkln with the surprising announcement

that his European corps show a reluct-

ance to advance, arguing that Port

Arthur having already fallen, the war Is

objectless! A strange state of affairs,

when the military forces of despotic Rus-

sia begin to argue. The news as we re-

ceive It Is from St Petersburg correspon-

dents and may not be correct ; yet It Is

certainly remarkable that It should be

given currency at all. It may be that the

terrible condition of affairs In Russia is

known to the army, and If so. one cannot

be surprised that the men refuse to sacri-

fice their lives for such a Government.

As for Russian prestige. It Is a thing that

does not concern the people In Its

Mate.

A batch of 278 prisoners of war arrived

at Nlnoshlma (Hiroshima) from Port

Arthur on Thursday. No more prisoners

will be transported to Japan for the pre-

sent.

A London dispatch is published by the

Atahi to the effect that General Kuropat-

kln has been making desperate demands
for additional supplies of troops, provi-

nce Is being seriously hampered by the

reluctance of the European regiments to

advance against the enemy, the men
arguing that now Port Arthur has fallen

there can be no object in continuing the

A later message is an follows :
—

It Is announced that General Kuropat-

kln has assumed the offensive against the

Japanese Left Wing.

THE POSITION ON THE SHAHO.

RirSSIAN ADVANCE AND JAPANESE
ATTACK.

The following dispatch reached the Im-

perial Headquarters on Friday night from

Marshal Oyama. and was published yes-

terday :
—

" The enemy on the right bank of the

Htm River commenced a forward move-

ment on the 26th Instant. A force not

less than one Army Corps advanced to-

wards Helkutat and Chintanbo from the

country south of Changtan (about 20

miles north-east of Liaoyang on the right

bank of the Hun River). On the 26th we
took the offensive against the enemy, and

a detachment repulsed him in the direc-

tion of Lluchaokon. The enemy attacked

was In strength about one division, which

was taking up a position in the vicinity

of Chlntanho.
" Another detachment is now engaging

the enemy, whose strength exceeds one

division, in the vicinity of Helkutai."

• •

In connection with this alleged com-

plaint of General Kuropatkln, It la re-

ported that heavy snows In Siberia are

seriously Interfering with the transmis-

sion of munitions of war, and ovec a

hundred loaded waggons are lying at

stations near Lake Baikal. Transport to

Vladivostok by rail and sea Is entirely

stopped, and supplies of food and other

dally necessaries are falling short

•

A Reuter's telegram dated London, the

27th Instant, reads :
—

According to the correspondent of the

Daily Telegraph at St Petersburg, Gene-

ral Kuropatkln has telegraphed to the

Tsar that his power to assume the

CAPTURE OF MORE STEAMERS.

CONTRABAND FOR VLADIVOSTOK

Shortly after 9 o'clock on Wednesday

evening the Austrian steamer " Burma "

was captured by a Japanese war-ship off

the Hokkaido. The steamer carried

4.000 tons of Welsh coal and was bound

for Vladivostok.

She was taken to Hakodate on the

following day, where the

of the steamer wsi

menced by the authorities.

On the 27th Instant a Japanese war-

ship captured the British steamer " M.

S. Dollar." She Is a vessel of 4,21 S tons

and Is registered at Victoria, B.C. She
was laden with fodder and provisions

for Vladivostok and was captured off the

THE MERCHANT MARINE AND
THE WAR.

CAPTURED AND SUNK

The Atahi publishes the following list

of steamers captured by the Japanese

since the outbreak of war :—
Name
Hunala"
"Mukden" ..
' ArtfUn "
;
Mental"

' Michael" .......

'Alexander"
Manchuria"

' lUmnik "
' Kkatcrinostav "

•Jurldta"
"Munnhurla " <ll
•Kniik"
Tafia"
T.eorg!" ....

' Fuplng "
' Veteran "
'Nlitretla"
' Klne Arthur" ..

* It/wHer "
..

' 1^-ihlnnton "
' WlUieltnlna"
' rwiwtry "
'Oakley"
•Burma"

. French
Herman

. BritUli

Put h

Cini'UD.
Feb, T.

Feb. «.

Feb. 1.

Feb. ML
£*b. lo.

.... . F» t>. 10.

Feb. IT.

Feb. 1«.

Feb. «.
Feb. IT.

Feb. %.

. ... Feb 14.

...... Apl IS.

Aug- l».

Oct \i

lw -
Dee. -
Jan.. II. "»
Jan. I»
Jan. 1«.

... British Jan it.

• ... Jan. la.

Austrian Jan. J«.

were captured In

The following

by the Prlste Court :
—

Nam*
Merme
Aash

Flag. Captured.
Feb. t.

. June 7.

"Haiplnsr" British July 14.

"»•"..:::::::- IS iSf \
The Japanese steamers that have

sunk by the Russians are given as fol-

lows :
—

Toxsaok.Name.
"Nagoura" ..

"Hsnyei"
" Onyo ••

-Kiiwhlu"
" HnAEinnura"
"ffifiahl "
" Idr.nml"
"Heiaho" ....

"Taka.ihltma'

l.<«4
is

erat

3.KM

S.1W

ISO
its

Husk.
. Feb 11.

Mar M.
April ».

. April. DC.

. April.se.
. June la.

June IS.

. June so.

sailing vessels were also stink,

vessels have been captured

Four i

No
by the

The vessels sunk In blocking the en-

trance to Port Arthur number 17. with an

tonnage of 35,208.

RUSSIAN PRISONERS AT
MATSUYAMA.

Cavalry Lieutenant Mlrsky and four

other Russian prisoners at Matsuyama,

who have attempted to escape from the

depot four separate times, were escorted

to Zentsukl, the army division head

quarters, on the 27th Instant for trial by
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Tuesday, January 3\st.

AN officer's letter dated the Shaho. 17th

inst, and addressed to a general officer

in Tokyo, says the Russians are evidently

keeping the news of the fall of Port

Arthur from the knowledge of the rank

and file (It Is of course generally known
now), while the headquarters appear to

be astonished at the news. The recent

southern movement of General Mlst-

chenko was probably ordered as a means

of occupying the troops and generally

Inspiriting the army. In the belief of the

officer the Russian army is divided into

three large bodies, one of which is under

the direct command of Kuropatkln and

faring the Japanese centre on the Shabo.

Another is opposite the Japanese right

wing extending to Kansho. The exact

position of the third body (which Is now
harassing the Japanese left) Is uncertain.

That the Russians attach great import-

am •• to the position extending to Kansho

may be Inferred from General Mtst-

cbetiko's tactics at Old Newchwang. when

the Russians probably hoped to divert the

attention of the main Japanese body to

the Llao River. The Russian anxiety for

the defence of the Kansho region is due

to the fact that the Klrln province must

be protected and the roadB of communica-

tion between Manchuria and Korea must

be watched. In the officer's opinion, the

Russian plan Is to advance with the main

fori v towards Kansho Immediately upon

receiving reinforcements, for It appears

the ultimate object of the Russians is to

clear the Japanese from the Yalu region.

The officer says the country round Kansho

is not fitted for fighting on a large scale.

The Russian plan—If such be the case-

would therefore probably be frustrated,

and the Russians would retreat Into

Kirin to defend Harbin and Vladivostok.

The position at Tieling is exceptionally

fitted for defence, but to make a stand

there would require a great force, while

the main body will be required In Klrln

for the protection of Vladivostok. The
present strength of General Kuropatkln

Is Inadequate tor this

FIGHTING ON THE SHAHO.

MORE RUSSIAN PRISONERS

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama was published on Sunday :
—

" On the 2Klh Inst, the Russian artillery

fronting our right wing and centre

opened a desultory fire at

and small forces of the

but were repulsed.

"The detachment which drove the Rus-

sians away from our loft wing on the 26th

Instant occupied Lluchaoku and Lika-abo

I about two and a half miles west of

; Chlntanho) on the 28th. A portion of

the enemy there retreated northwards

and a portion westwards. Our detach-

ment which opposed the enemy at

Helkotal carried the position held by the

Russian Infantry south-east of that place,

and Is now endeavouring to take

Helkotal.

" Another detachment drove away a

regiment of Infantry and a brigade of

cavalry with 12 guns and occupied Kojlho

(about five miles south of Helkotal.) The
Russians advancing to the attack on our

left wing up to this day were the 14th

and 15th divisions of the 8th Army
Corps : the 2nd and 5th brigades of the

European Fusiliers ; the 9th division of

the loth Army Corps ; a portion of the

01st division of reserve infantry and

portions of Ihe 1st and Mh divisions of

the East Siberian Fusiliers, First

Siberian Army Corps."

A later dispatch from Marshal Oyama
says :

—
" The detachment which occupied the

proximity of Liurhaoko yesterday, last

night repulsed two counter-attacks from
strong forces of the enemy. A portion

of the detachment at daylight this morn-

ing attacked the enemy In the vicinity of

Hlsalkashl (about three miles north of

Helkotal) and carried that place.

"The detachment which attacked

Heikotal received a strong counter-attack

last night, but repulsed the Russians and

occupied the place this morning. All the

Russians at I.luchaoko and Helkotal have

retreated to the right bank of the Hun
River, and we are now pursuing.

"Our positions near Chlntanho and

Eltajentun received repeated attacks from

the enemy last night, which were, how-

ever, all repulBed. The enemy In this

direction was the stb and 9th Army
Corps, and the Russians advancing at

Helkotal were a mixed corps composed of

the First Army Corps and a force of

fusiliers and cavalry under General

Mlstchenku. About 500 Russian officers

and men were taken prisoners. The
casualties on both sides are now being

Investigated"

A third dispatch from Marshal Oyama
states that no change has taken place

In the direction of the right wing and

centre of the Japanese army since Satur-

day night, excepting for constant engage-

ments between patrols. The Russian!

faring the left wing continued a slow

artillery Are. The main force of the

Russians who took the offensive at Chln-

tanho and Helkotal appears to have re-

treated to about ten miles north-west of

Changtan.

Many Russian dead were left at Chln-

tanho and Heikotal, but full reports have

not yet been received.

Wednesday, Fehruarg 1st.

AN officer just returned from the front

says that about the 23rd ultimo the

Russians conrent rated a forre of cavalry,

consisting of Cossacks, at Chlntanho. Un-
chako and Heikotal, The cavalry ad-

vanced southwards along the New-

chwang Road, and about two divisions of

Infantry took their place at Chlntanho

and Heikotal. which resulted In the

latest fighting as reported by Marshal

Oyama. Intense cold has been prevail

Ing since the 21th ultimo, and it is

thought that the Russians have been

compelled to abandon their defence

works operations. General Kuropatkln

is occasionally observed patrolling the

Russian ranks with his Staff. Since the

fall of Port Arthur the Russians have

been continually using balloons for re-

connoitring purposes.

L'p to date the vessels of the Japanese

navy detailed for service in the vicin-

ity of Port Arthur have picked up

almut 2.500 mines, which gives some

Idea of the iwlns the Russians took in

their defence against attacks from the

Some statistics from the Russian side

concerning (he defence of Porl Arthur

were taken to Chefoo by the flotilla of

Russian torpedo-boal destroyers which

last arrived at that port, and which are

slated lo have carried numerous chest

}

Containing complete recordB of General

Stoessel's army. According to the sta

Unties, originally the army numbered
35,tlOfi. Eleven thousand have been

killed. 16,000 are sick or wounded, while

8.000 remained In the forts, of

however. 2.0'»0 were unable to fight.

During the siege 2fi5 per cent, of the

garrison were put out of action. That
the garrison was able nevertheless to

resist was due to wounded men return-

ing to the front. Cases have been re-

corded where men have gone to hospital

seven times, returning convalescent to

the forts. The number of officers killed

was proportionately greater than In any
battle known to history. This was due

to the frequent letharplr condition of

the mpn, who, without food ami without

sleep, moved only when led by their

officers. The Russians estimate that the

taking of the fortress has cost Japan
Y100.000.000.

Writing on the effect of the news at

St. Petersburg of the fall of Port Ar-
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thnr a special dispatch to the San

Cisco Chronicle said that the

able grief of the people was alBo accom-

panied by undeniable mutterlngH against

the Government Continuing, the corre-

spondent says :

—

The papers are openly blaming <he

military i-ensorfthip for keeping the pub-

lic In the dark as to the true sltuatioa

of the fortress and allowing its surren-

der to come as a st rprise. They are

using this as a text to show the necessity

f->r taking the people into the Govern-

ment's confidence, and are continuing

their attacks on the bureauracy. "whose
bioodtess lips repeat the same old lie

wherever it Is proposed that the Sover-

eign should hear the voice of the

people."
The H«** declares the nation's well-

wishers could not tolerate the Idea of

peace, but adds that no victory Is pos-

sible with disunion at home, and Insists

that " Japan is counting as much on

the possibility of a revolution in Russia

as upon her own army and strategists.

Therefore It Is vital to convince Japan

that If the war is to be pushed until the

enemy's resources are exhausted the

whole Russian nation will he solid,

which, however, will only be possible

by allowing the real representatives of

the nation to speak."
The Ha** also says:—"Had the

Japanese been able to cut off the last

train which reached Port Arthur the

blockade would have found the fortress

even worse prepared. Well may those
few remaining heroes say :

' We have
done our duty, but you, oh. people of

St. Petersburg and of Russia, have you
done all you could and should have
done ?

1 " The Hums concludes :
" Rus-

sia cannot afford to quit during a losing

fight. The time has now come for every
one to put a shoulder to the wheel and
redeem our prestige in the Far East."
The paper bluntly attributes to the

effect of the muzzling regime under the
late Minister of the Interior Von Plehve
the fact that the nation was not fully

warned beforehand of the real condi-

tions to be faced at the opening of the
war. and says the Press la now more
fully able to point out the needs and
urge the nation to activity.

After bestowing a tribute on the de
fende.r» of Port Arthur the Xovoyc
Tremya says :

" The unpreparedness of the fortress,

which now stands confessed before the
world, reads as a lesson on what Russia
must do and how she must change her
methods to achieve victory. It also
shows Japan what she has undertaken,
when such enormous losses are entailed
In capturing even a small, empty-handed
garrison driven to the last ditch. Rus-
sia has had eleven months of hard but
valuable experience in war under the
new conditions Imposed by modern
technical requirements. It has been
costly training, but it will be valuable."

In adjourning the Town Council of
Moscow. Prince Galltzln. the Mayor, de-
clared that the war was the greatest evil
which had befallen Russia, and ex-
pressed the hope that God would grant
the peace which Russia so much needed.
The Mayor's statement was greeted with
cheers. There was a demonstration In
front of the Grand Duke Sergius's palace.
Crowds paraded the vicinity, atoned the

and cried :—" Down with the
•! "

to investigate the circumstances of the

sinking of British trawlers In the North

Sea has now been sitting a week with

open doors. The Commission has ex-

amined several of the Hull fishermen,

eliciting flat denials of the presenre of

Japanese torpedo-boats among the trawl-

ing fleet on the night of the attack.

THE NEUTRALITY OF CHINA.

RUSSIA'S NOTE TO THE POWERS
AND JAPAN'S REPLY.

A Reuters the 30th

The Japanese estimate their lossea in

the recent fighting at five thousand end
those of the Russians at ten thousand.

The Government at Tokyo gives out for

publication the following summary of

the Circular Note recently addressed by

the Russian Government to the Powers on

the alleged violation of China's obliga-

tions of neutrality :
—

At the beginning or the war the Rus-
sian Gou-rntiieiit agreed to the proposal
to restrict the zone of campaign to the

smallest possible sphere ami to maintain
the neutrality of China. Russia made It

a Bsceassry condition that China should
strictly observe her obligations of

neutrality ami that Japan should faith-

fully carry out the terms of the proposals.

Events sime ilie outbreak of war have.

It is stated In the Note to the Powers,
fully convinced Russia that China Is

powerless, or has no Intention of observ-

ing her pledges. Without reference to the

ease of the " Retshitelny " at Chefoo, In-

stance* can readily he given of China's

violation of ber obligations of neutrality.

Bodies of Chunchuses under Japanese
officers have taken hostile action against

the Russian forces In the neutral zone ;

Chunchuses are enrolled In the Japanese
army and are receiving relief from the

Japanese Government | a Japanese officer

is commander of an army corps attached
to the Chinese army on the northern
frontier of Chlhll. These facts have been
repeatedly substantiated. It Is also In-

disputable that the Japanese fleet is using

the Myaotao group as its base of opera-

tions ; that the Japanese army at the

front is freely Importing contraband from
Chefoo and other Chinese ports without
hindrance ; and that the Hanyang Iron-

works is supplying pig iron to the

Japanese.
The Russian Note continues that

China Is not content with violating her
obligations, but Is pushing forward pre-

parations with a view to participating In

the war. while on the other band acute
anti-foreign feelings and agitations

dangerous to Europeans are growing day
by day In China. It Is thus evident that
the efforts of Russia to maintain China's
neutrality are made useless by the action
of Japan and the pressure brought to bear
on the Peking Government Ly Japan.
The Russian Government therefore

calls the attention of the Powers to the
facts mentioned, end declares that should
the present state of things continue. Rus-
sia will be obliged to regard tne neutrality
of China merely as it affects her own
Interests.

Japan has addressed the following

Note In reply to the Powers :
—

The Note lately addressed to the
Powers by Russia In regard to the
neutrality of China has attracted the at-

tention of the Imperial Government.
Although It Is not the duty of the Im-
perial Government to defend Chine
against the Russian complaints regard-
ing China, yet, as the Russian charges
question the faith and sincerity of the
Empire (Japan) In regard to her pledges
concerning the neutrality of China, the

Imperial Government deems It to be its

duty to repudiate the Russian allega-

tions.

1.—The Russian Government alleges

that the capture of the " Retshitelny

"

was a violation of the neutrality
of China. As a matter of fact the
capture of the destroyer was an out-
come of the violation of the neutrality of
Russia on the part of China, and Japan
was obliged to take the action she did
from the necessity of self-defence. The
facts were fully explained by the
Japanese Government at the time, and
require no further explanation.

2.—Russia alleges that It has been au-
thoritatively recognised from time to

time that bodies or Chunchuses who are
active in the neutral /.one are commanded
by Japanese officers ; are enrolled In the
Jepenese Army ; and are receiving sup-
plies from the Japanese Government. Ac.
But none of these allegations can be sub-
stantiated and the Imperial Government
absolutely repudiates them, and declares
that Russia cannot produce any valid
evidence In support.

3.—Russia alleges that the Japanese
are using the Myaotao group as a naval
base, but this has never been provod nor
can It be proved. On tho other hand
Russia used the Islands as a base before
the coast of the Liaotung was lilnekaded
by the Japanese, and until the fall of
Port Arthur Russia employed a large
number of junks to smuggle muniiions of
war into the Invested stronghold from
Shantung, using the Myaotao group as
an intermediary station for the Junks.
During the blockade the Japanese war-
ships cruised in the vi: lnity of the group
because of the necessity of watching the
movements of the junks employed by the
Russians. The Imperial Government re-
pudiates the charge that It Is using
the Islands as a naval base. It is to be
mentioned that In March last the
" Hanyel maru." a steamer owned by a
private Individual, was sunk by Russian
war-ships within the territorial waters of
the Myaotao islands.

4.—The Imperial Government admits
that the Japanese Army In the field of
campaign received supplies of goods from
Chefoo and other places—through the
medium of private Individuals, and that
some of those goods were contraband of
uar according to their destinations. But
the Imperial Government denies that
receiving these goods is a violation of the
neutral obligations of Japan or China. The
purchase and sale of contraband between
belligerents and neutral countries are
not prohibited by the law of nations, and
only one of the belligerents Is entitled
to seize such goods. The fact that Russia
Is not now in a position to exercise her

|

right to purchase contraband does not
entitle her to say that the purchase and
sale of contraband Is Illegal. Russia did
not regard the shipment of contraband
from China as a violation of China's

I neutrality so long as she held Port
I ArUjur and benefitted by tho purchase of
contraband. During the siege Russia re-
ceived the greater part of the munitions
of war required for the fortifications from

i China, as Is evidenced by the fact that
six steamers and many Junks were
captured by the Japanese In the act of
smuggling war material Into Port Arthur.

While the Japanese army at the front re-

ceived supplies from private Individuals
in China, the Russians fitted out vessels

at different China ports and themselvee
conducted the shipment of contraband,
thereby violating China's neutrality.

5.—Russia complains that the Hanyang
Ironworks have been supplying pig Iron
to the Japanese Army and Navy. This
complaint may be dismissed as In the
preceding clause. Four years ago a
Japanese firm entered Into a contract
wlUi the Hanyang Ironworks for the pur-
chase of pig Iron. The Imperial Govern-
ment is not a party to the contract, nor
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in any way concerned with the business.

This is the only basis for Russia's com-
plaints.

6.—Russia Is not content with question-
ing China's neutrality, but alleges that
China Ik making preparations for par-
ticipating in the war, and that agitations,
dangerous to Europeans, are being or-
ganised among the Chinese. It is alleged
that these agitations are the result of the
pressure brought to bear on the Chinese
Government by Japan. This is an un-
principled, false accusation. There is

absolutely no evidence to show that China
is preparing to assist Japan and It Is

equally unfounded for Russia to allpge
autl-forcign movements or feelings
among the Chinese. The accusation that
Jupan used her influence to Involve China
in any way is quite unsupported and con-
tradicted by actual fact, as Is well re-
cognised by the lowers.
At the beginning of the war the Im-

perial Government agreed to restrict the
area of hostilities within the smallest
limits, and M long as Russia faithfully

Observed her pledge not to violate the
neutral zone the Imperial Government
would respect the neutrality of China
throughout the rampalgn the Imperial
Government has abided by this pledge,
and will continue to do so. BllKN the out-

break of the war the Imperial Govern-
ment his not failed to watch the situa-

tion in China most closely, and has
availed Itself ot every opportunity that
offered to tender advice to the Chinese
Government, urging strict neutrality and
the adoption of measures for the protec-
tion of life and property of foreigners.
The Imperial Government deems It to be

its duty, whenever the situation In China
requires or makes such advice necessary,
to take similar action.

7.—There can be no doubt from the
concluding remarks of the Russian Note
addressed to the Powers that the object

of Russia in levelling false accusations
against Japan and China is to release

herself from the obligations of tho agree-
ment to respect the neutrality of China,
as the progress of ttic campaign has now
precluded Itussla from the benefits of an
agreement which hitherto has worked Id

her favour.
The several Instances of the violations

of the neutrality of China are appended
to the Counter-Note.

THE SITUATION 0NT THE
SHAHO.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama reached the Imperial Headquar-

ters. Tokyo, on .Monday night :—
Last night the Russian scouts appeared

at different points in front of our right
vviug. but each party was repulsed by our
outposts. Beyond these skirmishes, no-
thing transpired In this direction during
the night.

In the direction of the Centre Army, be-

tween 10 and 11 o'clock last night, the
Kussian artillery on an elevation south
of Ranpaoshan fired towards the prox-
imity of Zensando. Koshl and Yoton.
To-day a couple of guns on the north-west
of Liushangtun and some mortars on the
eminence west of Uanpaoshan fired upon

I
the hill to the north of Kolingtze and

J

the proximity of Yoton.
In the direction of the left wing, at

j

about 11 o'clock last night the enemy,
about two companies, In the vicinity of

I Llushlngpao fired upon us In an Irregular
manner. During last night the enemy
constructed two more trenches about
WO metres south of Peltaltze, together
with a few smaller ones some distance in
advance of the main trenches.

At about 8.30 o'clock this morning the
Russian heavy artillery and about a
dozen field-pieces posted In the vicinity
of Shokantaishi flteii at Chlntanho In
quick succession.

Just before 3 o'clock In the arternoon
aliout six companies of the Kussian In-
fantry advanced from Erhtaitze to Kochl.
On the right ban!< of the Hun River, at

about 2 o'clock In the afternoon a couple
of baitallons of Russian Infantry came
out to attack Dataishl, and our guards
engaged them there, but nothing Is

known of the progress of the fighting.

In the course of the fighting since the
25th Instant not less than 1.2'K) dead
bodies of the Russians were left on the
field in the direction of Litajeutun,
Chlntanho and Heikotal.

ANOTHER VESSEL CAPTURED.

The capture of another British steamer

is reported. On Monday afternoon the

British steamer " Wyefleld." 11.235 tons

I gross, was captured off the Hokkaido on
' her way to Vladivostok from San Fran-

cisco laden with fodder.

Thursday, February 2nd.

IN yesterday's issue Renter reported

from London that the Japanese es-

timate their losses in the recent fighting

on the Shaho at five thousand and those

of the Russians at double the number. It

seems that this " information " was ori-

ginally published by one of the news

agencies in Tokyo— notoriously un-

reliable authorities—and then wired to

London by Renter's representative.

Official information now available gives

the casualties of one of the Japanese

army divisions as 32 officers wounded

and 2.500 of the rank and file killed and

wounded. The division took 1.500 Rus-

sians prisoner, together with quantities

of arms. 4c, and the Russian losses arc

estimated at double those of the Japanese

According to a Tokyo dispatch, the total

Japanese casualties are estimated autho-

ritatively at between only 2,000 and 3,000

in killed and

depot have asked to be released, stating

that they are non-combatants. On ex-

amination 24 men were found to be sol-

dier nurses, 1 a Red Cross nurse, 15

veterinary smiths, and 6 stretcher

bearers. Twenty-flve of the men are

about to be

The number of Russian prisoners at

Matsuyama on the 31st ultimo Is given

as 2.865. of whom 519 are officers and

17 non-combatants. Tho number at

Fukuoka on the same date was 999. at

Fukuchiyama 907, including 133 officers,

and at Nagoya 1,021, including 12 officers.

On Tuesday 600 men arrived from Port

Arthur and were quartered In the Ten-

gachaya depot, Osaka. Half the number
are sailors. Many of the men at tills

General Kawamura. late Commander
of the HlmeJI Division, passed through

Kobe yesterday on his return to Manchu-
ria. It is understood that General Kawa
mora has been given a new and more
Important command, but the General's

destination Is not divulged. On his ar-

rival at Kobe Station, the General was
received by the local officials, headed by

the Governor.

There is an interesting reference to

the recent raid by General Mlstchenko In

the contribution of the Newchwang cor-

respondent of the X.-C. Daily .Vetc* In

the Issue of that Journal of the 26th nit.

In the early hours of the morning of the

12th. he says, we were startled by a
report that a body of Russians, number-
ing 2.000 odd. had outflanked the Japan-

I
ese lines, occupied Newchwang proper,

and were marching southwards on this

town. That the report was not merely
rumour was easily to be seen, the Japan-
ese and natives in town showing evident

signs of excitement. Later in the day It

was found that a volunteer corps of

Japanese subjects, to the number of 200,

had been enrolled for the purpose of

policing the town. The Consul < met and

made arrangements for the welfare of

women and children In case of need.

Rumours circulated thick and fast

throughout the day. and at about 4.30 p.m.

the rattle of rifle fire and the sharp

crack of bursting shell proclaimed the

fact that an attack was really taking

place. Instantly roofs and all points of

vantage were eagerly occupied by the

curious. Looking towards the Russian

town that was, It was seen that quite a

respectable fight was In progress, and

were It not for the sad fact that valuable

lives were being sacrificed, the whole

affair would strike an onlooker, safe at a

distance of about three miles, as a pretty

and pleasing spectacle. For about an

hour, Tast and furious, volley after volley

pealed forth, light field-guns spat fire and
shells burst with blinding flashes in

every direction, gaining in brilliancy as

the darkness of night approached. About
5.30 p.m. the sound of firing gradually

dwindled away, and at 6 p.m. everything

was quiet and peaceful as If nothing had
happened. And so ended a bold but un-
successful attempt to destroy the stores

of the Japanese at Niuchlatun.

Thc St.

the Pefil Journal reported that by the
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end of January General Kuropatkln

would be in command of 650,000 men.

A Reuter's telegram dated London, the

3l9t ultimo, reads :
—

Captain Clado. one of the chief wit-

nesses for Russia at the International

Commission now sitting In Paris to In-

vestigate the circumstances of the sink-

ing of British trawlers in the North Sea,

has given his evidence. He emphatically

and circumstantially reiterated the as-

sertion that the Baltic Squadron encoun-

tered torpedo-boats.

ANOTHER ADDITION to JAPAN'S

MERCANTILE FLEET.

On the 31st ultimo the Austrian

steamer "Slam," of 3,160 tons register,

was captured by a Japanese war ship off

the Hokkaido. The steamer was on her

way to Vladivostok with Welsh coal.

THE ST. PETERSBURG PRIZE

COURT.

OF THE
AND

STEAMERS " THEA

'

It has already been recorded in our

columns that the Vladivostok Prize Court

decided that the cargo of the German

steamship " Thea." which was sunk by

the Vladivostok squadron in July last,

was contraband, and that the sinking of

the vessel In the circumstances was

Justified. The owners of the " Thea " ap-

pealed against this decision, and the

Supreme Prl/.e Court, silting at St.

Petersburg on December 3rd. decided that

the sinking was unjustified, and reversed

the finding of the Vladivostok tribunal.

Inasmuch, however, as no appeal was

lodged regarding the cargo, the Vladivo-

stok Judgement on that point would

stand. It Is stated that the owners of the

"Thea" will In due course present a

claim for damages to the amount, roughly,

of £39,000.

From the report published In the

fcolsman it appears that the Supreme

Prize Court on the same day also gave

its decision in the appeal lodged by

Messrs. Dodwell £ Co., owners of five

thousand sacks of flour confiscated, with

other portions of the cargo of the

"Arabia." which was seized and taken

Into Vladivostok in July last, the steamer

herself being subsequently released. This

appeal was also upheld, the Judgement

of the Vladivostok Court being quashed

as far as Messrs. Dodwell * Co.'s portion

of cargo was concerned. The " Arabia "

case Is of great interest. Inasmuch as 1U

settlement involves the whole question

of absolute and conditional contraband.

Notwithstanding recent declarations o(

the Russian Government recognising dis-

tinction under these heads, doubts were

expressed as to whether the Supreme
Naval Prize Court would regard such de

clslon as retro-active.

The case for Messrs. Dodwell was ably

presented by Mr. Sheftel. the eminent

Counsel. He opened his case by describ-

ing the circumstances under which the

fire thousand sacks of flour In question

were shipped on the " Arabia " from

Portland, Oregan, and consigned to

Messrs. Dodwell at Kobe. The Portland

Mills Company had telegraphed Messrs.

Dodwell offering them ten thousand sacks

of flour to be shipped last June, at 3.40

Mexican dollarB per sack. Messrs. Dod-

well agreed by telegram to take five

thousand sacks at the figure offered. The
agreement was subsequently confirmeu

by letter. The " Arabia." which had

been chartered by the Portland & Asiatic

Company from the Hamburg Amcrlka

Steamship Line, salted from Portland

on July 2nd, and three weeks later was

captured In the Pacific Ocean ninety to

a hundred miles from Yokohama, by the

Vladivostok squadron. Mr. Sheftel said

that the question for the Court to decide

was whether the cargo seized on the

" Arabia " was to be considered as having

a neutral or enemy destination. In

support of the first presumption he

pleaded, firstly, that Messrs. Dodwell A

Company were an English company es-

tablished In London and engaged In com-

mercial relations with Japan, In which

country, as well as In China and other

parts of the world, the firm was repre-

sented by branches, and, secondly, that

the cargo conveyed was not destined for

the Japanese Government or for the use

of the armed forces of Japan, but for

the general trade requirements of a neu-

tral firm and Its commerce wl'b a peace-

ful population. Counsel submitted a

series of tetters exchanged between the

Portland Mills Company and Messrs.

Dodwell during the period 1901 and 1904,

showing that long before the present war

the two companies had been In constant

business relationship, and that at certain

periods of the year the Portland Mills

Company had forwarded consignments of

flour to Messrs. Dodwell, at Yokohama

or Kobe. The flour seized on the " Ara-

bia " was of the " Pagoda " brand, which

had frequently figured in previous ship-

ments by the Portland Company to

Messrs. Dodwell. A telegram had been

received from the British Vice-Consul at

Kobe certifying that Messrs. Dodwell car-

ried on a regular trade in flour at that

place, and that the 5,000 sacks of

" Pagoda " flour were the property of

the firm and Intended for the use of

local bakers. Mr. Sheftel contended that

the above facts amply proved the neutral

and pacific destination of the cargo,

which was consequently not liable to

confiscation. According to the principles

of modern international law, be pro-

ceeded, the only restrictions imposed on

neutral trade In time of war were for

or In case of

Absolute contraband Included everything

directly designed for the use of the armed
forces of the enemy, such as arms, am-
munition, military accessories of all

use—namely, which might be equally

use—namely, which might be equally

employed for peaceful or warlike pur-

poses. such as machinery, coal, clothing,

and provisions—were also contraband if

directly conveyed for the use of the

enemy's army and fleet. While acknow-

ledging that varying opinions were held

as to the exact definition of contraband,

Mr. Sheftel said the prevailing view

amongst the leading authorities was
that only goods directly designed for war
purposes could be classed under that

head. Professor Martens In his "Con-
temporary International Law Amongst
Civilised Nations " expressed himself to

the following effect:—"Goods Intended

for military purposes brought by a neu-

tral to a belligerent country must be re-

garded as contraband, and are always
liable to confiscation. Goods not directly

Intended for use In war may also bo con-

fiscated In special cases according to the

character and the destination of the

cargo. The owner of such confiscated

goods must In all cases be compensated,

for essential goods cannot be regarded

as contraband." Mr. Sheftel quoted Pro-

fessor Kleen to the same effect, and
added that, with few exceptions, authori-

ties were agreed that the exclusion of
provisions from neutral commerce would
Involve error and Injustice. Valln,

Wheaton, Hautefevllle, Blantsrhllly. and
many others held that all branches of

peaceful commerce could be prohibited

with as much reason as provisions, see-

ing that the bulk of the goods brought

by neutrals to a belligerent country con-

tributed to the latter's well-being and
Indirectly facilitated her powers of re-

sistance. The Russian regulations regard-

ing contraband published on May 28th last

declared that neutral cargoes consigned

to the enemy or directly designed for his

use were open to confiscation Inasmuch

as freedom of commerce constituted a

rule of International relations allowing

exception only In the case of contraband.

The deduction could be made that when
the ship's papers showed that half the

cargo was consigned to a private person

or firm such a cargo was exempt from

confiscation. The owner was naturally

required to give satisfactory proof of the

destination of the cargo and the condi-

tions under which it was shipped. No
further guarantee could, however, be de-

manded from him. Mr. Sheftel held that

the terms "enemy," "destination," im-

plied the armed forces of the belligerents.

Russia was not waging the prei

against the peaceful population of

but against the forces directed by the

Japanese Government. He referred to

Article 12 of the Russian regulations re-

lating to naval captures setting forth

that neutral cargoes were open to seizure

if they represented contraband conveyed
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submitted that by no process of deduc-

tion could the flour shipped by Messrs.

Dodwell be ranked under this head. The
Public Procurator at Vladivostok had

cited the naval Instructions of September

20th, 1900, as laying down that the terms
" enemy," " destination." Indicated the

enemy's fleet or the enemy's port. These

Instructions, Mr. Sheftel argued, related to

absolute contraband and could not be recon-

ciled with the principle of conditional con-

traband established In the Russian regu-

lations of February last. Counsel refuted

the Vladivostok Procurator's contention

that a neutral Arm could be regarded as

an enemy on the ground of Us owning
branches in an enemy's country. If this

were admitted, neutral commerce with

an enemy's country would not only bo

vitally hampered, but Article 4 of the

Russian regulations of February 14th

last guaranteeing to neutrals liberty of

legal commerce would be

and void.

THE SITUATION ON THE
8HAHO.

GENERAL MISTCHENKO WOUNDED.

The following dispatch was received

at the Imperial Headquarters, Tokyo, on

"On the 30th January the enemy's ar-

tillery In the direction of our Right

Wing and Centre Army Corps bombarded
our positions, and small bodies of Rus-

sians attacked, but were repulsed by our

all along the line.

" On the same day. In the direction of

the Left Wing, the enemy's heavy artil-

lery heavily bombarded North Yental

and Chlntanho. During the forenoon on
the 31st the enemy again fired at Chln-

tanho. Apatal (south-east of Chlntanho).

and Lltajentun. Two companies of In-

fantry advanced from Peitaltze to Chln-

tanho, but were repulsed.

" On the afternoon of the 30th, two
companies of Russian Infantry advanced

from Changtan towards Oshlbo. and two
regiments of Infantry and a regiment of

cavalry attacked Tutaltxe, but again
were repulsed.

" According to Russians taken pri-

soner. General Mlstchenko, who has made
some daring raids of late on our left

flank, was wounded in the right leg on
the 27th January."

Friday, February 3rrf.

AN Imperial message has been granted
to Marshal Oyama In recognition of

the services of the army In repulsing the
latest attack of the Russians. The mes-
sage says:—" The Manchurlan army made
a daring and determined counter-attack on
the superior forces of die enemy, which
attacked the left wing, and drove them
to the right bank of the Hun River with
heavy loss. We have profound sympathy
with the officers and men In the hardships
endured, and appreciate their

THE RECENT FIGHTING.

A Reuter's of the 1st Instant

General Sakharoff estimates the number
of Japanese prisoners which the Rus-
sians captured during the recent fighting

to be over three hundred.

PRIZE STEAMERS AT 8ASEH0.

RICH HAUL OF COAL.

The Russian and other foreign mer-

chant steamers seized by the Japanese to

date number 34. of which nine were cap-

tured since the 1st ultimo. Of the total

number, 10 steamers carried cargoes of

Welsh and other coal. The quantity

carried by six of these vessels alone

amounted to 24,021 tons, representing a
value of ¥480,420 according to the cur-

rent market price. When the value of

the coal carried by the four other

steamers, which has not yet been as-

certained. Is added, the total value of the

coal selied Is expected to exceed

¥1.000.000.

According to a Saseho dispatch, there

are now seven captured steamers In the

port, and three of them being of large

size are estimated to be of a value of

about ¥1.000.000

RUSSIAN AND JAPANESE REPORTS.

A Reuter's dispatch to the

Office, Tokyo, gives the following

of General Kuropatkln. dated January
29th :—

" At 7 o'clock on the evening of January
28th the Japanese took the offensive on
both sides of the railway. After fighting

which lasted for an hour our infantry and
artillery repulsed the enemy. Our
casualties In this action were 3 killed and
C officers and 32 men wounded. The

the Mukden Road
but did not press for-

" At 5 o'clock on the afternoon of the

same day, after a preparatory bombard-
ment, we assaulted Santaltze and Lapatal,

and carried the whole of the former and
a portion of the latter place. Our casual-

ties In thiB action were slight. Our de-

tachment, having executed its designs, re-

treated to Shusanjl by night, but the

Japanese did not pursue.

" On January 27th one of our columns
was fired at by the Japanese infantry in

the vicinity of Helkotai, after which the

Japanese retreated south-westwards. Our
column pursued, and the Japanese quitted

various villages along the roads. When
the column reached the vicinity of Lang-
tungko, which was occupied by a
Japanese force with artillery, the Japan-

ese resumed the offensive and attacked

one of our positions with their artillery.

Our cavalry regiment made an attack on

the Japanese infantry and artillery to

cause a diversion, and our Army Corps
having obtained reinforcements, we were
enabled to retreat."

for Chlntanho)

Mlstchenko and

wounded.

that Generals

slightly

A report of General Grippenberg on the

Correspondents of the Japanese papers

with the Left Wing Army Corps send the

following reports over the military tele-

graph with reference to the fighting be-

tween the 25th and 29th ultimo :—
The enemy on the right bank of the

Hun River has shown signs of advancing
southwards since the 20th January, and
on the morning of the 25th It was known
tnat the Russians were about to cross the
river In the vicinity of Helkotai and
Faltsaihotze. Our Army then decided to

attack. On the 26th. one or two divisions
of the Russians marched In the direction
of Korlushl. Our guard at Chlntanho in-

tercepted them, when the enemy suffered
heavy loss and could not advance south
beyond Lluchaotun. The Russian forces
In the direction of Helkotai were gradu-
ally reinforced, and then a large body of
the enemy advanced from Newchu to

Yokayoho. Thereupon our guard at
Helkotai retreated and joined tbe main
force. The preparations of our army for
the counter-attack were fully completed
on the 27th. but both forces remained
quiet during the night, neitner side
taking action. On the 28th our guard at

Chlntanho was shelled from all sides, and
attacked by Infantry several times, but
all attacks were repulsed. Then the right
wing of one of the columns occupied
Lluchaotun and the left wing Llchapao.
the enemy retreating north-westwards.
A column having advanced to Helkotai
and Yoho, and another to Kokyo. while
one detachment occupied Shlujibo and
another Kochl, the Army Corps was pre-

pared to attack Helkotai. At daylight of

the 29th the enemy began to retreat

north-westwardB. and the main forre

withdrew to the right bank of the Hun
River, apparently abandoning the offen-

sive operations. The total forces of the

cnomy which advanced were about seven

divisions. The Russians taken prisoners

In this action exceeded BOO . and the

enemy's losses were not less than 6,000

in killed and wounded. Our
arc not yet i
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THE NAVAL LESSONS OF PORT

ARTHUR.

INTERVIEW WITH ESSEN.

When General Stoessel and the other

paroled officers from Port Arthur stopped

In Japan on their way home to Russia

the naval officers formal a group apart

The Ill-feeling engendered between the

Army and Navy during Urn long siege of

Port Arthur was still so keen that msny

of the officers did not hesitate to give free

vent to it.

Stoessel himself in conversation before

me hinted that the reason why so many

of the naval officers after hit capitula-

tion preferred captivity to paroled free-

dom was because they dreaded to return

and "face the music." One of

"The navy was our ruin,

were of no use from the very start Ly-

ing Idle in the harbour, they brought

down upon us the full strength and wrath

of the Japanese. After the fiasco of

August 10th, when Ukhtomsky returnod

he direct order of the Tsar, the

utterly discredited with us. It

was only when the sailors came ashore

that they fought well. On the water they

were afraid of Togo. The only chance of

our navy ever prevailing against the

Japanese Is to have two ships against

every one of theirs.'

The navy men were no less blltcr In

complaints of Stoessel and the

ny. " The proposal to surrender came

from the army, not from us." they said.

"During the whole war we

render a ship. But for the

Ing our men, our guns, and our ammuni-

tion we could have gone out at the end

to break through, or at least to givo a

good account of ourselves. It was Kuro-

patkln with his army who definitely pro-

mised to relieve us. but who never came.

Our brothers of the Baltic Squadron at

all events were on their way out to help

us. They have not retreated yet, like

Kuropatkln."

Prince Admiral Tkhtomsky was the

only high naval officer to accompany

General Stoessel and his staff. Thla VMS

only, so the others said, because he had

long ago been ordered home to face a

court of Inquiry, and therefore In honour

could not chose to remain In Japan.

The other naval officer

parole preferred to come to

another transport from that which

brought Stoessel with the highest army
officers. When It came to taking pa.ssuc-

home they booked on the German liner

" Bayern " Instead of the French steamer
" Australlen." which carried the others.

Among those that were at Nagasaki

after General Stoessel had departed I met

Rear-Admiral Lescblnsky, with Captains

vltcb of the " Retvlsan." Zlelonyl of the
" Pallada. Lazareff of the " Otvajny." the
" Pobleda's " captain, whose name I have

forgotten, and a host of second officers,

chief engineers, navigators, section com-

manders, torpedo lieutenants and gun-

boat captains whose names were too much
for me even when they handed me their

cards.

All talked more or leas freely. This

was because I had met some of them be-

fore, notably Admiral Leschlnsky and

the officers of the brave gunboat
" Otvajny " on whose ship I had break-

fasted. Another help to conversation wa"-

the fact that almost all spoke English

fluently, so that precise English naval

terms could be used, even when we spoke

German or French. Stcxensnovltcb of the

" RetviBan." as It happened, opened bis

heart to the gentleman who was with me
as a volunteer Interpreter, because both

were Poles, though tbey spoke Russian

together and occasionally English from

consideration of the company present.

Szrzensnovltch, by the way, had spent

several years In America, mostly at Bos-

ton, and bad some interesting things to

say on such widely different subjects as

American shipbuilding, Captain Mahan's

books and Yellow Journalism.

All, of course, had thrilling stories to

tell, when they spoke of Port Arthur.

The most Interesting talker to me was
Essen, the dashing original commander
of the " Novlk " who was promoted to the

"Sevastopol" by MakaroR on the day

before that Admiral went down with the

" Petropavlosk," He it was who against

Wiren's orders took his ship out of Port

Arthur harbour when the others lay

motionless under the final hall of Japan-

ese shells or cravealy scuttled themselves

to avoid further damage. He, too, flew

his co>ours until the very end. instead of

to Chefoo by the

o long as his

ship was afloat he answered sho

with the Insufficient guns and

tlon that were left him.
" Had Wlrea given me back my men

and my guns that I asked for." said Cap-

fa. n Essen, "
I could have taken i:.e

• Sevastopol ' into the open sea and made
a dash for neutral refuge or gone down

fighting. Ah. If Makaroff had only lived

things would have gone otherwise I But

who knows If the end would have been

different, for he was doomed to die. He
would have stood In the same place where

Wltgeft stood, when the 'Mlkasa's'

eleven-Inch shell struck the bridge of the

' Tsesarevltch.'

"

I found Essen a very simple roan, un-

ostentatious, bluntly candid, but always

kindly to his Junior officers and to the

Japanese servants, to whom he was able

to give orders in Japanese, having fre-

quently been stationed at Japanese ports.

The village of Inasa where ho was now
quartered he knew well, as It used to be

the Russian Settlement of Nagasaki be-

fore the war, only It reminded htm of

happier times. Now. like most of his

comrades, he had scarcely a rouble to his

name, and preferred therefore not to go

about In his uniform, but this did not

deter him and his officers from sharing

their simple supper with us one evening

when we got belated at

quarters.

Essen's comments on the naval cam-

paign just ended were generally sober It

caustic at times. He grew enthusiastic

only when he spoke of the personal quali-

ties of leadership of his late chief Maka
raff or of the unsparing work and achieve-

ments of his junior officers, notably his

second-in-command and his chief en-

gineer, and when he spoke of the devotion

of his bluejackets now captive. Those of

his officers who remained with him evi-

dently worshipped their captain. When
he consented to talk all stopped to listen.

"Tea, we have made mistakes,—bad

mistakes." began Essen. " and they have

lost us the war. The worst mistake was

letting ourselves be dragged Into a war

for which we were not ready. I knew

we were not ready. The captain of every

big ship knew we were not ready. Ad-

miral Alexeleff could not fall to know

we were not ready. If he was Informed

of the rupture of diplomatic relations he

tailed to tell us. We lay outside without

a hint of Imminent hostilities. Not even

torpedo nets bad been set. 8ome did not

have theirs yet. There had been much
talk of course of Impending war, and I

had urged Admiral Stark to let me make

a fast run to Chemulpo with the ' Novlk '

to call off our ships there, lest they should

be cut off. as Ibey were. But I never got

my sailing orders, though I lay In the

harbour with steam up. Of course the

- Varyag ' when she found herself caught

at Chemulpo should have made a run for

it anyhow, abandoning the smaller fry

to a fate that was inevitable. With her

superior speed the chances wore all In

favour of saving the ship. If she was to

be sacrificed anyhow she should have

sunk the Japanese troopships that came
In the day before."

" While we were unprepared," con-

tinued Essen, " It Is not true that we were

dancing at a ball In Admiral Stark'*

house when the first torpedo attack came

Every captain was on his ship. We ha 1

gone ashore. It Is true, during the after-

noon to congratulate the wife of the Ad-

miral on her name day, but we all re-

turned to our ships before eight In the

evening.
" That first torpedo attack was the

most successful. It would not have been

so had our ships set their protecting nets,

as common prudence should have dictated,

in the absence of Admiral's orders. All

the Japanese torpedo attacks afterwards

were mainly abortive. While the torpedo

is a fearful weapon. I hold that Ibis

war. and especially the survival of the

' Sevastopol ' and the ' Otvajny ' to the

very end, has clearly demonstrated that

the torpedo Is an ineffectual weapon If

employed against moving vessels or such

as could take precautionary measures.

Over and over again during the various

naval actions of the last Spring an

mer the enemy's torpedo-boats have

within close striking distance, without

being able to hit home. Towards tho end

I had to sustain a continuous series of

torpedo attacks, with the torpedoes re-

peatedly breaking through my nets and
those of the ' Otvajny,' yet we managed
to hold our own, and 1 was able to take
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the ' Sevastopol ' out Into deep water

when all was over. Tbe calamitous re-

sults of the drat torpedo attack taught

us how to repair big holes below the

water line without going into dry dock.

Our dry dock at Port Arthur was too nar-

row for the big battleships. So, when

they were hurl we had to list them over

to the other side, pump out the water,

and then cover the holes with water-tight

for the outcome from the tops of the hills,

so that as soon as the expected happened

our torpedo flotilla could rush forth In the

attack.

" On our side the sortie of August 10th

was a disastrous fiasco. We went out at

too short a notice to leave any real hope

for reaching Vladivostok In good quick

time. The ships were too impaired in

speed to give much likelihood of success.

caissons, working inside of which the The plans as to what should be done In

mechanics could repair the damage. This

took considerable time, of course, but the

repairs were effectual. A ship can even

move about with the repair caissons at-

tached to its side. This proved an inestim-

able advantage towards the end, when

the Japanese shells compelled constant

changes of anchorage.
" More futile than the subsequent tor-

pedo attackB wore the Japanese attempts

to block the harbour entrance. It was

done with superb dash, but was a mere

waste ol gallant lives and ships, as use-

less as your Hobson's sinking of the

• Merrimac ' at Santiago. The harbour

was never blocked, and even if It had

becu. It could only have been for very

short duration, since we found It com-

paratlvely easy to clear obstructions out

of the deep water channels. We were

surprised at so brilliant an Admiral as

Togo making such a mistake, the more

so as his prime object should always

have been to get at us whenever be might,

but we presumed that he must have re-

ceived urgent entreaties from the arm

rase of effectual Interference or disaster

should have been more fully worked out

and better understood by the different

units of the Squadron. The fact that

when the Bteerlng gear of the flagship

' Tsesarevltch ' was shot to pieces, and

she began to describe circles, all the

others excepting the ' Ketvlsan ' blindly

followed, speaks for itself, as does the

wide dispersal of those that did not fol-

low Prince Ukhtomsky back to Port

Arthur. When the sortie was planned at

titoessel's request, wiho thought our ab-

sence would tend to relieve pressure, I

had a heated dispute with my friend Cap-

tain Schutz, commanding the ' Novlk '

after me. Knowing the 'Novlk ' and her

splendid speed possibilities as I did, I

advised him strongly in case of dispersal

ro make a bold dash through the Tsu-

shima Straits and Kamlmura's squadrou,

thus taking the short cut to Vladivostok,

tie thought he had more chances in

going the long way round Japan. He got

around, as you know, but be used up all

his coal, so that the ' Novik's ' superior

upper deck protected by an extra

layer of sand bags. The ship was
struck repeatedly, but he managed to

reach the outer roadstead under the

shelter of the hills from the land side,

apparently undetected by the Japanese,
who all the following day devoted thorn-

selves to dropping shells into the
" Sevastopol's " last anchorage. How the
"Sevastopol" ultimately fared Is

well known.

THE VIOLATION OF CHINA'S
NEUTRALITY.

JAPAN'S CHARGES AGAINST RUSSIA.

to shield their landing operations at any speed was of no avail when

cost. At that time absolute command of

the sea. of course, was of paramount Im-

portance to the Japanese.

" The greatest naval lesson of the war

lies In the unprecedented use that ha*

been made of submerged and floating

mines. The most serious losses of the

war on both sides were inflicted by them.

Ships will have to be constructed with

better safeguards against these terrible

englues of destruction, and tbey will have

to be provided with more effective water-

tight compartments, ir that ll feasible.

These are problems for our naval con-

structors. It is certainly a terrible thing

that good ships like the ' Petropavlosk
'

and tbe ' Hatsuse ' should be sunk by these

hidden horrors too quick even for the sav-

ing of life. The under-estimation of this

fearful peril was the greatest mistake

committed by Makaroff as well as by

Togo. Makaroff rather scouted the mines.

He believed in bold aggressive tactics ou

the open sea. He paid for his mistake

with his life. Witgeft was a believer in

mines. After the loss of the ' Petropav-

lovsk.' when he succeeded to the com-

mand, he paid immediate attention to

the sowing of mines. Togo's bad mistake

lay in letting his ships steam to and fro

always over the same Identical course, so

that w*j knew just where to waylay them

with mines. During a morning fog the

' Amur' was able to slip out and sow her

mines along Togo's regular beat without

the Japanese scout boatB catching a

glimpse of her. Three mines moored

closely together did the work for the
• Hatsuse.' Our look-ouU were watching

run

20:J

to ground up at Saghallen.

"When Nogi wa
metre Hill," said Captain Essen. " It

well understood In Port Arthur how much
depended on the position. Few realised,

however, how quickly disaster would

overtake them, once the Japanese got

control of Signal Hill."

While they were still fighting for the

hill. Essen, without waiting for orders

from Admiral Wiren. made haste to

change the anchorage of the "Sevastopol"

so as to bring her under the protection of

PeyuBhan hill, cutting off part of High

Hill's range of vision into the harbour.

Then he went to the Admiral, who lay

ashore recovering from a wound received

a fortnight before, and begged him for

the return of Uie " Sevastopol's " full

complement of officers and men fighting in

the naval brigade on Signal Hill. In case

that position should be taken by the

Wiren promised him thU, so

said, but failed to perform his pro-

mise. When the 2iKJ-mctrc Hill was lost,

and Nogi's eleven-inch shells began

bursting on tbe decks of the other war-

ships, the " Sevastopol " was In a position

of temporary security and could reply

with her big guns to the Japanese Are,

but it was clear to Esaen that his turn

would come next.

That night, after another futile request

for a return of guns and men, Essen took

the " Sevastopol " out of the harbour,

navigating her through the tortuous en-

trance under a constant shower of shells

and star lights, with all the vulner-

able spots of her armour-plated

In the recent reply to the Russian Note
regarding the alleged violation of neutra-
lity by China and Japan the Japanese Go-
vernment appended Instances of the in-

fringement of China's neutrality by Rus-
sia. Japan alleges that

—

(1) Russia has sent troops into
Mongolia from time to time and levied
horses, provisions, &c, from the Chinese
for military purposes.

(2) In October the Russians chartered
the German steamer " Fuplng " at

Tientsin, and shipped arms, &c, in charge
Of a Russian military officer. The
steamer attempted to run the blockade,
but was captured by tbe Japanese off Port
Arthur. The facts mentioned were
elicited by the Prize Court at Saseho.

(3) in November the Russians con-
cealed a large quantity of ammunition
among bales of wool, and attempted to

transport It rrom Changchako. when It

was seized at Fengtal by the Chines*
authorities. Tbe Chinese n'.so seized other
war munitions at different places.

(4) In June last the Russians erected
a wireies* telegraphic apparatus at the
Russian Consulate at Chefoo and opened
communication with Port Arthur. The
Russians Ignored the repeated protests of

the Chinese in this matter.

(5) At tbe beginning of the war tbe

Chinese demanded tne immediate depar-
ture from Shanghai of the gun-boat
" Mandjour." Only after weeks of nego-

tiations did her commander agree to dis-

mantle In preference to leaving the port.

Similar difficulties were experienced in

August when the " Askuld " and another
vessel took refuge at Shanghai.

(C> The crew of the " Retshltelny " wa»
sent from Chefoo to Shanghai to be de-

i
tained at the latter port, when the Captain

of the destroyer escaped and took pas-

sage in a steamer for Europe. The officer

entirely ignored the right of the Chinese
authorities to detain him. and tbe Rus-

sian Government appears to have ap-

proved his action, for he was afterwards

decorated by the Tsar. When the crew

of the " Rastoropny " was detained at

Shanghai, the captain and another officer

attempted to escape to Vladivostok by the

English steamer " Nigretia." They were

disguised as supercargoes of the steamer,

which was captured by the Japanese. Tbe

officers confessed the foregoing fact*

before the Saseho Prize Court.

(?) In December last eight officers and

men of the " Poltava " left Port Arthur

In a boat for Chefoo. There the Chinese

authorities demanded that they be de-

tained, but the Russian Consul falsely

declared the officers to be merchants ana

they were allowed to leave the port.

(81 The Japanese Government, sith (™
object of restricting the sphere of the

campaign, has respected the neutrality

of China west of the Llao River, but Rus-

sia has repeatedly infringed this neutra-

lity, and large forces of
are still stationed In
territory.
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Saturday, February 4th.

milE latest dispatch from Marshal
-*- Oyama was received yesterday, and

shows that the Russians are particularly

active all along the line, generally being

the attacking party. As frequently as

they attark. however, they are repulsed,

according to Marshal Oyama. Trust-

worthy reports received by the Japanese

show that the Russians have constructed

branches of railway along their front to

assist In the various movements. A
severe engagement wag fought on the 1st

Inst., when the Russians left about a

hundred and seventy dead and a quantity

of arms. Ac, on the field. Marshal Oyama
learns that on the 2fith ult. the Japanese

outpost at Korodasht, consisting of an

ofllcer and twenty-eight men, was sur-

rounded and after a stubborn fight over-

The survivors were taken prl-

r. and the allegation Is made that the

wounded were killed before the Russian*

rejoined the ma.n body.

According to returns made by the

Japanese authorities, the number of the

who were retained by the Rus-

aushorities as prisoners of war on

January 31st was 464. of whom 24C

combatants. Of the number 118

restored to Japan as the result of the fall

of Port Arthur. The Russian prisoners

detained In Japan on the same day, ex-

clusive of those detained In the field of

operations, numbered 30,255, of whom

595 are officers.

•

A special telegram to the Chronicle

dated London, the 1st Instant, reads :—

It is reportei that the Third Baltic

Squadron will sail for the Far East on the

6th instant.

The Squadron will consist of three

battleships and two cruisers, and will be

under the command of Admiral Wlllaya-

tott.

THE BATTLE OF HEITAIKO.

HARD WON VICTORY FOR THE
JAPANESE.

HEAVY CASUALTIES ON BOTH SIDES.

Marshal Oyama reports that the battle

which lasted from the 27th to the 29th

ultimo is to be officially known as the

battle of Heltaiko. The engagement was

of a much more serious character than at

first appeared, as Is apparent from Oil

following report of Marshal Oyama. dated

the 1st instant :
—

" The forces ordered to check the Rus-

sian advance on the 25th ultimo mustered

near Tati. Our detachment guarding

Heltaiko was that day surrounded by one

division of the enemy, but succeeded after

desperate fighting In extricating Itself

and retreating under cover of night. On

the 2fith the General commanding the at-

tack on Heltaiko. now held by the Rus-

sians, ordered his left wing to evolve

from Sumapao to Taupao. and the right

wing with the whole force of artillery

and in conjunction with the right Hank

of the left wing to occupy the western

r>nd of Lnochaot/.e, from where the ar-

tillery opened fire.

" On this day the operations were much

hampered by heavily falling snow. The

told was Intense. Our Army Corps com-

menced the assault on Heltai'.o at alwut

noon. While the attack wa* in progress

a report was received that about a dh 1-

1

•.Ion of the enemy had surrotindeil ciilp-

:anho, and that a battalion or two A'fre

•navrhing on our position. Our detach-

\ient at Kiuhenctze was at one- ordered

to check this advance.

" Our left wing evolved from Susam-

pao to WnehaUe. bill the enemy was so

strongly posted at Taupao (on a line

from Heitaiko) that we found it impos-

sible to attack Heitaiko as planned, he-

cause the enemy's position at Tuupno

was strongly fortified with machine

suns. We found It necessary therefore

to first throw our main force against

tliis position. Our right wing, having

driven away about two battalions, of the

enemy, drew out In the open

pressed to the attack, but the

had posted thirty guns at Heltaiko and

their artillery effectively stopped the

movement. We suffered heavy Iorr and

night fell before we could attain our

object.

" On the 27th. the Russians who
threatened onr right having retreated,

the Japanese detachment at KuchenUo
was placed between the two wings, and

the attack on Heltaiko was continued.

Our detachment at Lungtungko was
ordered to protect the right flank of the

-ight wing. Another detachment was

ordered to advance towards Shujlho and

check the enemy advancing from that

direction and to protect the rear of the

left flank of the Army Corps. The Lung-

tttngko detachment executed Its orders

under the heavy rifle and artillery fire

of the enemy. The detachment attacked

a division of the Russians and secured

the rear of our right wing, attacking

Heitaiko. The enemy here was gra-

dually reinforced, both In artillery and
men. and our losses were very heavy.

Our troops, however, advanced step by

step. The left wing was attacked on the

flank by a strong Russian force and on

the rear by Infantry, cavalry, and ar-

tillery. The left wing was thus In •
very dangerous position, and Buffering

heavily, was compelled to retreat for the

time being. By night our attacking

force found ItBelf attacked from all

sides, but succeeded In repulsing the

enemy, though only by desperate hand-

to hand fighting.

" On the 2Sth the Lungtungko detach-

ment successfully attacked, and occupied

the Russian positions of Liuchako and

Llkakwabo. The main body attacking

Heitaiko continued the assault this day,

and concluded a dashing attack by

taking over two hundred prisoners The
left wing rarrled all before it, and oc-

cupied Shujlho after successively driving

away bodies of Russians opposed to it.

According to the plan of operations, the

Lungtungko force should have attacked

Heitaiko In conjunction with the ex-

treme left, but the detachment found it

necessary to drive away two bodies of

the enemy who would have otherwise

threatened It* rear.

"The attack on Heltaiko had been eon-

tinned for three days and nights almost
without cessation. On the 29th It was
continued with undiminished vigour and
carried on into the night. Our troops,

having as their ohject the total destruc-

tion of the enemy, made repeated

charges, but at great loss from the

enemy's artillery, especially machine
guns. Our troops, however, continued the

assault with unremitting vigilance until

5.30 o'clock on the morning of the 30th,

when the enemy commenced to retreat.

Our troops entered Heitaiko at 9 o'clock

in the morning, but the majority were
not allowed to rest, as the enemy was
pursued to Dotalshl Finally the Rus-

sians—several detachments at different

points—were driven back across the

Hun River.

" The force of the Russians engaged

was not less than seven divisions of in-

fantry, one division of cavalry. Includ-

ing the First Siberian Army Corps, a
mixed corp*. the 2nd and 5th Fusilier

Brigades, a portion of the Eighth Army
Corps, and the 61st Siberian Reserves.

"Our casualties In killed and wounded
amount to about seven thousand, and
the Russian loss Is equally heavy. Ac-
cording to prisoners four Infantry re-

regiments were almost annihilated. The
Russian casualties are estimated at not
less than ten

A dispatch received from Marshal
Oyama on Wednesday reports the ad-

vance on the 31st ultimo of small bodies
of Russians in the direction of the right

wing all of which were repulsed. The
itusslans are busy throwing up defence
works on the right bank of the Hun
River in the direction of the left wing.

In reference to the battle of Heltaiko,

a Tokyo dispatch says that at first the

Russian object was to try and outflank

the Japanese right wing as In the battle

of the Shaho. The Russian left wing
was largely Increased, and an independent

detachment was sent in the direction of

Kansho. Both bodies attempted to ad-

vance simultaneously, but the extreme

I movement in the direction of Kansho was
frustrated, an.1 the Russians then altered

I their tactics and attacked the flank of the

Japanese left wing. In the belief that the

strength here was weaker. There Is

reason to believe that the Russians were

misled by Chinese
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TiiestUiy, February 1th.

A RELIABLE announcement from Tokyo

places the total of the Russian losses at

Helkotal as twenty thousand, which

greatly increases the serious character of

the Russian defeat- Tne estimate of twenty

thousand Is

ligations, when over two

slan dead wore found on tho

But If wo are to believe reports fiom

Europe, the Russians have to contend

with more serious misfortunes. The re-

port concerning General Grippenberg's

removal in consequence of his Indepen-

dent action at Heikotal Is followed

by the unconfirmed rumour In a

Paris dispatch that General Kuropat

kin. convinced of the hopelessness of his

position, has asked to be relieved of his

command. The same report slates that

be will be succeeded by General Line-

vitch. Whatever may to the truth as to

this, recent events In the Russian ranks

only confirm the suspicion that the coun-

cils of the leaders are divided, that there

Is a lack of unity, and, whatever state-

ments may come from St. Petersburg

about Russia being determined to carry

on the war, it Is evident that the

General Army Staff and the Army

Itself are not working smoothly together.

This has been hinted at all along In

General Kuropatkln's unwillingness to

ai.vance aud the Army Staff's determina-

tion to do so. The report from Paris, in-

accurate as It may be. is not surprising.

Some such position Is rather to be ex-

pelled than otherwise.

Marshal Oyama, reporting on the 3rd

Instant, says the situation of the right

wing practically remains unchanged. A

company of Russian Infantry engaged

a Japanese outpost of the Centre Army

Corps on the night of the 2nd. This

and other attacks of the Russians were

repulsed. Four Russians surrendered.

The First and Flflh Brigades of Fusiliers

attacked the left wing on the morning of

the 2nd, when they were repulsed with

heavy loss, leaving not less than seven

hundred killed and wounded on the field,

while over three hundred dead were seen

to be carried away. Marshal Oyama re-

ports that the Russian dead found by the

Japanese near Sunapao alone after the

battle of Helkotal exceeded nine hundred.

instant the enemy posted on the western

side of Tungshan (hill) bombarded the

Japanese position In the vicinity of I

Bakenshi. On the following morning a

small force of Russian Infantry advanced

to attack the Japanese at several points,

but were repulsed In the direction of

Changtan everything was quiet, except

that the Russians are active in construct-

ing defence works. The Russians who

attacked at Pltaitze on the 4th were op-

pose.) by the Japanese guards and stopped

at Santaislil. On the morning of the 5th

they retreated in the direction of Shiyuda

(about five miles north of Pltaitze).

An official dispatch has been received

at the Imperial headquarters to the effect

that a body of Russian cavalry, three

hundred strong with two guns, which has

been at Tauchyong. 13U miles north of

(ieusau. since the 24th ult.. has retreated

north to Songjlng. A Gensan dispatch to

the Amhi reports that the cavalry, pre-

sumably the same as those referred to in

the official dispatch, have retreated to

Kyongsong. about seventy-five miles

north. As they left Songjlng tho Rus-

sians destroyed all tbelr fodder and pro-

visions and also destroyed the telegraph

communications.

A later dispatch retching the Imperial

Headquarters in Tokyo states that the

Russians have destroyed by Are their pro-

visions stored at separate places In

Songjlng.

In the battle of Helkotal, a certain

column is reported to have suffered most

heavily among the Japanese, the casual-

ties being 32 officers and 2,500 of the

rank and file killed and wounded.

According to a Tokyo dispatch the total

naval casualties of the Japanese up to

December 31st amounted to 2,812 In killed

and wounded. Of this total 1,154 were

wounded. 88 of which number ultimately

succumbed. Of the remainder 899 returned

to active service. 23 returned to private

life as unfit for further service, and 144

are still

A further dispatch from Marshal Oyama

dated tho 4th instant says that on the

morning of that day a body of

cavalry, about bIx hundred

tranced from Santailie along the right

bank of the Hun River, while two com-

panies of infantry and a battery of ar-

tillery advanced from the same direction

and attacked Tltaltxe. where the Japan-

ese where engaging the Russians when

Marshal Oyama sent his

Marshal Oyama
of the 4th

A Reuter's message of the 4th Instant
reads :

—
General Kuropatkln reports that on the

1st Instant, the Japanese, after a hot
bombardment, attacked Yantanthenam (?),

a village on the left bank of the

Hunho. and drove out the Russians, but
the latter, on being reinforced, recaptured
the village.

Admiral Robrovosky's squudruu has left

Jibutil for Madagascar. Eighteen German
Colliers are to follow the squadron.

Lloyd's agent at Mauritius telegraphs

that the first detachment of the Baltic

Squadron is still at Nossl Be (north-east

of Madagascar).

A special telegram to tho Chromcl*
dated London, tho 3rd instant, reads :—

In certain quarters in St. Petersburg the

ascendency of M. tie Wittu Is regarded as

hastening negotiations Tor peace.

.%
Another message dated the 5th instant

is as follows :
—

Regarding the present situation In Rus-

sia the view prevails in financial circles

in Europe that further loans on the part

of Russia are at pr.^ent impossible.

It Is believed that M de Wltte is work-

ing not for an Imperial Constitution, but

for the calling of a National Council

which shall he able to take the opinion of

the country on the question, of continuing

the war. If the country shows a desire

for peace, the Tsar will auree. with the

object of saving the dynasty- and restoring

contentment to the country.

In France li is expected that peace will

be concluded In the course of a fc»

months.

on the

Honours of war have been received by

a yery large number of Japanese officers

and men in the past twelve months. Ac-

cording to the official returns 2.267 officers

and men of the land forces, and 586 of

the sea forces have been decorated with

various orders of the Golden Kite. The

grades of the Order distributed are 10

of the third class, 121 of the fourth class,

885 of the fifth class, 119 of the sixth

class, and 1,718 of the seventh class.

During the Japan-China war 2,173 decora

of this Order were

DISAPPEARANCE OF DALNY.

RESL'RRECTION OF TAIREN.

It is significant to learn from an <

announcement that on and after the lltn

instant the name of Dalny will be wiped

off the map of China and will be replaced

by Talren. This is tho Japanese pronun-

ciation of tho Chinese name Tallen. by

which the place was known when

by the Japanese during the

War.

ADMIRAL TOGO.

Admiral Togo, accompanied by Capt»l»

Akiyama. his Chief of Staff and otier

left Tokyo by the 4.30 p.m. »»
ilmbeshl yesterday and Is export-

ed at Kobe at 9.20 o'clock this mornii*

The Admiral will continue his jou"18*

southwards by the 10 am. Sanyo traln-

The Admiral, accompanied by Cap'*"1

Akiyama and other officers of bis st*B'

were received In audience by his Majest?

the Emperor on Saturday afternoon. TM

naval officers are shortly returning

duty, and they visited his Majesty forth*

of saying
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\Vv<ht<sd«!i< February 8r7/.

PITRTIIBR particulars are to hand of the

first stages of the lighting at Helkotai-

H appears that the Tan© I t and Fujinawa

Cavalry Regiments, vith a small detach-

ment of Infantry, were occupying Helko-

tal. on the left wing of Marshal Oyama'u

forces, when at daylight on the 25th till,

the Japanese patrol)* came Into conflict

with the Russian outpost from Dogosbi.

which was. practically. Uw beginning of

the buttle of Helkotai. The Russians out-

numbered the Japanese outpost at Yen-

taltze and the main body was quickly ap-

prised of the situation, while the outpost,

In twos and threes, retreated, the cavalry

retreat being covered by a company of In-

fantry, four men or the latter being killed.

During the whole of the morning the

Russian artillery some miles away kept

ap a hot fire on Helkolai. but at the long

range no damage was done. At about

noon a force exceeding one division

crossed the Hun River and threatened to

overwhelm Helkotai. where Colonel

Tati oil a prepared to offer a strong resist-

ance. The Fujinawa Regiment was

stationed at the western gate of the town,

near where was Lieutenant Mara with

Ave artillerymen and one gun. Bj

2 o'clock the force Of the Russians had

greatly increased and Ibelr tactics

threatened to cut off the Japanese retreat.

In front the Russians, a regiment strong,

advanced against the west gale. Lieuten-

ant Hara and his gun were soon in action,

but the Lieutenant himself was soon

killed and his gunners fell beside him.

Their places were taken by others, and

this single gun did much execution In

the Russian rank*, In other directions

the Japanese situation was desperate, as

tbe men were now unable to retreat. In

a short time all the officers on the fight-

ing line were cither killed or wounded,

but fortunately with the approach of

night fighting was suspended. Sentries

were posted, and the Japanese were about

*° take their position in the trenches for

tile night, when the order was receiver]

from the Army Corps headquarters for

the detachment to retreat to Kojoahi.

This was about 9 o'clock p.m. Snow was
falling heavily, and it was piercing cold,

but with the dark night the weather was

'together favourable for a retreat.

Killed and wounded were collected and
tie w- >,„],. force withdrew In good order.

At J"C«Joshl the troops were reinforced

Aa<> * he offensive was resumed the fol-

low! r» K day, when the positions wore
f*a tried.

Nanko Temple. Mrs. Sato Alko, on be-

half of the Kobe ladles" Patriotic Society,

presented the Admiral with a fine

bouquet.

Afterwards Admiral Togo, accompanied

by Governor Hattori. drove to the Nanko

Temple, and later visited the Kawasaki

Dockyard. He left Kobe by the 10 o'clock

train last night.

A RUSSIAN JOURNALIST IN

KOBE.

SOMK INTERESTING EXPERIENCES.

There is at present in Kobe a Russian

gentleman who has had a unique ex-

perience as a war correspondent, having

been in the thlcK of the initial fighting

outside Port Arthur, and having spent

six long months in the seclURlon of

Matsuyama as a prisoner of war. Soon

UMIRAL TOOK) IN ROBE.

snlral Togo arrived at Kobe, on his

west, yesterday morning, leing re-
ceive

tori

lores

thrc-^,

'tti

* *1 at the station by Governor 1 1 at -

and a distinguished gathering. He-

leaving the station on a drive

'V'sgh the city the Admiral received as

**t two valuable historic swords, one

^snted by Mr. Mltsumura Rlso and the

by the Pilest-in-charge of the

M. KAUPTCHINSKY.

by a representative of the Chronicle yes-

terday. M. Kauptchinsky expressed him-

self as ready to give some account of his

experiences*

When It was flrs: thought probable that

there might be trouble in the Far East.

M Kauptchinsky was dispatched thither

as sperial war correspondent of the

/fun*, also acting for the St. Petersburg

y.arya. His principal war correspondence,

as It happened, however, was contributed

to the Xoti Krai at Port Arthur, for he

was never able to get his dispatches

through to St. Petersburg. He was in the

midst of the fighting at Nanshan. and

though his count rvmen were falling all

around him. and even his horse was

wounded, he escaped without a scratch.

The RmssIMIS, hi- •) s. were not sufficiently

equipped fur such a light as the battle

of Nanshan proved, for the force engaged

was not properly organised ; no regiment

wis complete. The troops engaged eon-

ttxUd of the Sth and 14th Regiments,

comprising infantry, cavalry and artillery,

and the 5th held Its position with the

greatest heroism. While that regiment

suffered greatly It materially hampered

the Japanese advance. The Japanese

were repulsed several times, and the Rus-

sian losses were comparatively light. It

was part of the plan of campaign for the

Itussian forces to retreat, and the result of

the Battle of Nanshan was not regarded

;>>• the Russians as a defeat. He described

how gallantly the Japanese landed on

the Liaotung Peninsula, wading through

tbe water under the fire of the Russian

guns. Finding that they were practically

surrounded, the Russians had to retire

to Port Arthur : they did not consider

themselves defeated, because they were

outnumbered, and it was anyhow their

original plan to defend the stronghold.

The worst feature from the Russian

standpoint was the virtual giving away

of Dalny to the enemy. When the forces

retired to Port Arthur, M. Kauptchinsky

had perforce to accompany them, hoping

that the investment would speedily be

terminated and that Kuropatkin's troopi

would ultimately enter Port Arthur In

triumph.

Matters, however, soon assumed a

serious aspect, and while all within the

fortress admired ami wondered at the

Japanese strategy It became evident to

the unfortunate war correspondents that

there was no chance of getting any

" copy " out.

In June General Stoessel was anxious

to communicate with General Kuropat-

kln. and he entrusted important dis-

patches with an officer who. with a few

privates, embarked in a boat, intending

lo traverse the Gulf of Liaotung and

land at Newchwang or some other point

from which they could gel In touch with

General Kuropatkin. M. Kauptchinsky

obtained permission to Join the party,

and, taking Just enough with him for

Immediate requirements (ho believed

then that he would be enabled to return

to Port Arthur), he appeared, dressed as

he was In uniform, as a Russian officer.

They had not set out on their adventurous

voyage long, however, before they were

espied by two Japanese torpedo-boats and

promptly taken prisoner. They succeeded

In sinking the boat , and the Japanese only

secured a few unimportant documents.

M Kauptchinsky explained that he was a

non-combatant, and produced the papers

he carried with him to prove thai he was

a correspondent, but that was of no avail,

and instead of getting to General Kuro-

patkin's headquarters he found himself

at Matsuyama, a prisoner of war.

At Matsuyama he remained unlil a

week or so ago. When he asked that he

might he liberated, he was told that that

could not be until the fall of Port Arthur,

because, as M. Kauptchinsky had been

within the fortress and had been able to

observe the Japanese operations, he knew

loo much of the position to be allowed

his liberty. Of his treatment while at

Matsuyama the correspondent has not
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to complain about He wu
treated as an offlcer and allowed the

privileges of an offlcer. the food

provided being ot good quality and

In Russian style. The life waB
most monotonous. Occasionally a stray

Chronicle or some other English paper,

or an antiquated Echo dc Chine would

make Its appearance, but as the majority

of the prisoners read neither English nor

French these journals only appealed to

a few, whose translations were of course

listened to with breathless Interest. Of

Russian literature they saw practically

nothing. Once, he supposed by an acci-

dent, about thirty copies of the

VicttomoBti arrived via Shanghai, and be-

fore a couple of days had elapsed the

papers were literally torn to shreds by

the readers. Colonel Kono, who Is chief

of the Committee In charge of the pri-

soners, was particularly courteous, and

gave M, Kauptchinsky a handsome
Japanese cigarette case on his departure.

Colonel Kono was, however, not very

popular amongst tbo prisoners generally,

who were dissatisfied with the so-called

Interpreters, many of whom knew prac-

tically no Russian at alt. it was these

inefficient interpreters who were the

most officious and who wi-re the cause
of most of the trouble or misunderstand-

ings that arose among the prisoners and
those in charge of them. While there was

discontent among the prisoners,

and all were deeply grateful for

the just and equitable manner In which
the French Consul, Mr. de Lucy-

Fossarleu, attended to their Interests.

The prisoners amused themselves In

various ways, and had Improvised a band,

some of the instruments of which were
made in Matsuyama. A little girl, about
eleven years of age. who arrived at

Matsuyama from Port Arthur with her
father, Is a great pet amongst Japanese
and Russians alike. There are also two
little boys among the " prisoners." Some
of the Russians have brought their dogs
with them, and the animals have made
themselves quite at home.
Of the hospital arrangements M.

Kauptchinsky spoke In the highest poss-
ible terms. He seemed to think that a
few more doctors or surgeons might with
advantage be employed, as sometimes, on
the arrival of fresh prisoners, a largo
number of operations and amputations
were necessary. The devotion of
the nurses to their duty, however, la

such as could not be excelled, and M.
Kauptchinsky says he intends to em-
phasise in the Russian Press the In-

debtedness of the prisoners to these

heroic women, so that all Russia may
know the facts. Discouraged and down-
hearted, many of the sick and wounded
prisoners have arrived at Matsuyama
longing to die. but have been cheered and
helped on to recovery by the untiring
efforts of the nurses—" sisters " they are

called by the men—In a manner that Is

nothing Bhort of marvellous. Many of

the nurses have become quite fluent

deed are In

far more proficient In the
language than many of the Interpreters

so-called.

The Journalist thinks the American
lady nurses certainly did a great deal of

good work, and there Is an American lady

at Matsuyama at the present time. Miss
Parmelee. who visits the hospital dally,

and to whom the prisoners are exceed-

ingly grateful.

Nurses Kawaguchi, Nagano, Takahashl,
and Sumitomo were four whom M.
Kauptchinsky called to mind as having
rendered self-denying and noble services.

He mentioned a particularly pathetic In-

cident. In Which Nurse Kawaguchi was
the heroine. A young fellow—he could

not have been more than twenty-three or

twenty-four—was so terribly wounded by

shrapnel that his arms and legs had to

be amputated. There be lay in an abso-

lutely helpless condition for eight long

months. Nurse Kawaguchi administering

to his wants by day and night. He be-

came «> attached to her that he would
allow nobody else to feed him, and if

he awoke from sleep to find that she was
not kneeling beside him as usual he would
weep like a child and call for her to re-

turn. People told him that she would

break down altogether, but she Insisted

that they should not say that, and re-

mained by the poor fellow practically

during the whole of the eight month* that

he existed, and she was tending him when

the hand of Death finally released Dim
and he passed peacefully away.

Thursday, February 9th.

TT la twelve months since the pre-
A sent war commenced with the naval

attacks by the Japanese at Chemulpo and
Port Arthur, the Japanese fleet having
left Saseno on the 6th February last for

those ports. These events were celebrated

yesterday at the Imperial Headquarters
by Marshal Yamagata. Chief of the
Ceneral Army Staff, and other officers.

•

» •

According to a London telegram to the
Asahi, the Timet took the occasion of the
anniversary of the outbreak of hostilities

to compare the situation of the two bel-

ligerents. The London Journal declares

that the present war has subjected the

Japanese nation to a most important test,

from which she has emerged with pres-

tige, having borne well the pressure of

the war and maintained her position.

The unrivalled efficiency of Japan, says

the Timet, has been proved to be greater

than expected even by her most sincere

admirers. There can be no doubt that

Japan will ultimately prove the victor,

and the world has nothing to fear from

Oyama
on

A dispatch from Marshal
reaching the Imperial
the 6th instant says :—
"Yesterday morning (6th) a force of

about a company of Russian Infantry ad-
vanced to attack our position In the
vicinity of Sancbatze, but was repulsed.
In the afternoon the Russian artillery on
Sanchengtze hill, and In the vicinity of
Lluchautun, and also that on an eminence
to the west of Banpao hill and In the
vicinity of Saulangtze and Kwangllnpao.
shelled our positions. At about 10 o'clock
last night the Russian artillery In the
vicinity of Hanchrngpao fired In the
direction of the railway bridge. Nothing
occurred yesterday but conflicts of the
patrols. The situation on the right bank
of the Hun River remains

Some thirty Russians were taken pri-

soner In the small engagements following
the battle of Heikotal, and they arc re-

ported to have been well clothed for with-

standing the winter climate. They re-

ported that they belonged to the 5th

Fusilier Infantry', and left a district near
Warsaw about two months ago, arriving

at Mukden on the 9th ult. After two or

three days spent at Mukden the Infantry

were ordered to the fighting line by Gene-

ral Kuropatkln. Since leaving Mukden
they had never spent a night under

shelter, but had been continually exposed

to the cold winds. The force which at-

tacked Heikotal. they satd, was an army

corps consisting of four brigades drawn

from different corps. This body worked

In co-operation with a corps under Gene-

ral Mistchenko. The prisoners say the

range of the Japanese artillery and rifles

was very accurate and inflicted heavy loss

on the Russians, but the artillery was

more dreadej than the rifle fire. Their

officers, they alleged, were inclined to

send the men forward while they tbiw-

selves were sheltered behind mounds, for

which reason the officers' commands »fr*

often not heard.

the Austrian steamer

was recently captured

The crew of
" Burma." which
In the Tsugaru Straits on her way to

Vladivostok, and who are now at Yoko-

suka. were released on the 7lh lns,aIlt-

The crew consists of 22 Austrian* and six

men of other nationalities.
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CHINESE NEUTRALITY.

REPLY TO JAPANESE PROTEST.

CAFrURE OF ANOTHER
STEAMER.

troops were ««n among the

who recently made an attack on old New-

chwang. the Chinese Government denies

that any Government troops were among

lu reply to a protest made by the the Russian force, but thinks It probable gj^Jj^ oB the Hokkaido on her way
Japanese Government bn<d upon the al- that some Chunchuses were engaged by t0 Vladivostok. The steamer Is of 2,998

leged fact that Chine * Government the
~

On Tuesday night the British steamer

Eastry," with Welsh coal on board, waa

Friday. February KV/r.

THE Russians fronting the left wing of

the Japanese army continue to te

active. Dispatches reaching the Im-
|

perlal Headquarters on Wednesday morn-

ing show that on the 6th Instant the

Russian artillery from several points

shelled the Japaneae positions, and

during the ensuing night a company or

two attacked one of thi

but were repulsed.

The offices of the new Port Arthur

Admiralty were opened on Monday, the

6th instant.

Considerable controversy Is likely to

occur over the necessity for the surrender

of Port Arthur. A London dispatch

of the Hth ultimo says that letters from

St. Petersburg show there is something

more than a strong tendency to deny

Stoessel to be the hero he was acclaimed

before the surrender of Port Arthur.

This is so not onlv in Russian military

circles but among all classes. Officials,

Journalists, liberals and conservatives

and bureaucrats combine in the general

Indictment. Military men claim some-

thing was possible. Indeed Indispensable,

before surrender. They even maintain

that the General's official reports were

ontrue. On December 28th General

Stoessel had telegraphed :
" Garrison Is

suffering from scurvy. Ten thousand arc

under arms, but alt are ill." Japanese

official accounts, continues the dispatch,

show they found 22,491 privates and non-

commissioned officers, 6,500 marines and

officers, and others, which brought up

the total to 32.207 capable of fighting.

Apart from the munitions in tie fortress,

thirty odd thousand men still had over

A Renter's mspatch dated London, the

Sth Instant, reads:—
General Grippenberg (who recently ar-

rived at the front to command the Second

Mam hurian Army), accompanied by his

staff, has arrived at Irkutsk en route to

St. Petersburg.

According to current reports the Gene-

ral la going to St. Petersburg for the pur-

pose of accusing General Kuropatkln of

leaving him In the lurch and of

inertia.

of war, with large supplies. Military

men In St. Petersburg, are Incensed over

the total absence of mention of General

Smirnoff in 8toessel's dispatches. The

Tsar's friend, Prince Meshchersky, writes

in the Qrashdanin :
—" What can it mean

that all through the siege, among the

heroes Stoessel mentions, one name Is

lacking which was honoured within the

walls of Port Arthur Just as much as

of the commander of Port Arthur, who
made a first-class fortress out of a

rock ? General* Kondratchenko

Falk were similarly neglected."

SOME NAVAL LESSONS FROM

PORT ARTHUR—

H

COMMANDER ESSEN ON THE
" SEVASTOPOL'S " KATE.

JrxB.

In the course of my conversation with

Commander Essen at Inasa, he referred to

the Btrlet watch kept by the Japanese

fleet, which successfully prevented block-

ade running by large steamers.

"On the day that I got out with the

'Sevastopol.'" he said, "the British

steamRhlp ' King Arthur ' appeared. She

had run the blockade from Bombay with a

large cargo of flour. I sent one of my
torpedo-boats and a picket-boat to bring

her In. My navigating officer piloted her

Into the inner harbour. She was the only

big steamer that succeeded in running the

blockade. Much earlier a little steamer,

the 'Oeorgi.' had twice got into Port

Arthur. Otherwise the blockade had re-

mained unbroken for months,

junks had ceased to come since

ber. To our great disappointment the

' King Arthur ' brought no newB. So soon

as she had discharged her cargo she put

out again,—my officers once more acting

as pilots."

Commander Essen then told the story

of the last days of the " Sevastopol."

"While I still lay safe." he said,

" firing over the hills with my big guns

from time to time, the little ' Otvajny

'

also got out of the harbour and lay along-

side the ' Sevastopol.' Admiral Wiren

sent me three hundred men of my old

crew and from other ships with a number

of broadside guns. These guns and the am-

munition for them had to be brought out

In open lighters by daylight

incessant fire from the Ji

on the hills. By the time

me the Japanese had located our position,

so that the arduous work of hoisting the

guns and ammunition in rough water had
to be done under fire. At night I had to

change the ' Sevastopol's 1 berth, towing
the lighters along with me. Besides this

we had to repair our damages from shell

Are. It was a trying time for all con-

cerned. I had no sleep for three nights.
" The third day I put into a little bay

to the west of the entrance and Tiger's

Tail, where I was under the protection of

White Wolf hill. Here we moored, the
' Otvajny ' lying on our port side, both
with our noses to sea. and anchor cables

thrown out astern in shallow water. At
low water the bottom of the ' Sevastopol *

rested In soft mud. The Otvajny ' estab-

lished telephone connection with the
land. 1 threw out torpedo-nets on both
sides and around the bow. leaving the

stern clear. The " Otvajny ' had no nets.

"The third night, and early In the
morning, the Japanese torpedo boats were
upon us. They came In a howling snow-
storm under the full glare of my search-

lights and those on land. We beat them
off In short time. My own Impression is

that they were only scouting, though on
the ' Otvajny ' they claimed to have seen

the discbarge of a torpedo.
" I knew what I might have to expect

and prepared for the worst. Throughout
the next day, though a high sea was
running and It was blowing half a gale,

I sent out my small boats, spreading a
ring of nets around both our ships by
means of raft* and buoys. The ' Otvajny '

was hurriedly provided with nets of her
own. On both ships everything was made
ready for an attack at close range.

" Had the ' Sevastopol ' been furnished

with a sufficient crew and fighting bat-

teries I should have broken out that day
to make a run for it, but we were too

handicapped even for a running fight.

"That night the Japanese torpedo

flotillas attacked us In force, sweeping

around at us from east to west at full

speed, one destroyer after another dis-

charging their torpedoes at even closer

range. The ' Otvajny ' picked up one

torpedo In her inner nettings, while we
had our outer nets torn In two places.

One rent in the nets, I concluded, was
made by a fish-torpedo plying scissors.

On the following morning several

'ere picked up by

We repaired the
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On the following night and on

peated. Both the Sevastopol' and the
' Otvajny 1 were hit, without sustaining

truly serious damage, though it waB
serious enough to baffle repair for some
time to come. Later the different flotillas

three different points at

" The strain we were under was such

that on the fourth night while under-

going attack I actually found myself

nodding on the bridge when one of my
officers <«me to report the approach of

another flotilla.

"During the last two nights my little

torpedo-boats engaged the Japanese de-

stroyer, and the look-outs on shore

claimed they saw them sink two Japanese

boats. With my own eyes, one night, I

saw one disabled Japanese torpedo-boat

being towed away by one of Its fellows.

One of my boats ran out to take It. but

was beaten off by the others.

" For one long week, night after night,

we held our own. Then came a report

that Stoessel had decided to capitulate and
that our destroyers would try to break

through to Chefoo, or Tsingtao. I re-

ceived a telephone order to send my
colours to the destroyers and to scuttle

the 1 Sevastopol ' where she lay. Only

three hours' time was given me.
• There was nothing to do but to

send my men ashore. Keeping a few,

however, and with all my colours flying.

1 took the old ship out Into the deep sea.

and let my best gunner fire his last shots

at the enemy. Then I had the stopcocks

withdrawn and sent all the remaining men
off in a tug. Finally I flred the ' Sevasto-

pol's ' forward magaxine. She began to

settle at once, and lurched over heavily.

As she listed deep to port I stepped off the

deck right into the launch that was wait-

ing for me. and we pushed off.

"One and a half minutes later the

' Sevastopol ' turned turtle and sank out

of sight. She sank in 30 fathoms of

water. I doubt whether the Japanese will

ever locate the spot. It Is quite certain

they will never succeed in raising the

' Sevastopol.'
"

Essen's narrative and conclusions were

corroborated by officers of the " Otvajny.''

which had undergone practically the same
experiences at the end.

Captain 8czcensnovltch's contribution

to the symposium was a spirited descrip-

tion of the experiences of the " Rctvlsan "

during the sortie of August loth, when
he alone did not follow the fatal lurnini:

movement of the disabled " Tsesarevlteh."

At that time he let bis ship describe a

figure S. and tried to ram the "Mlkasa."

only to find himself smothered by the con-

centrated flre of Togo's battleships. Thus

the " Hetvlsan " served as a screen to the

other Russian ships bunched around their

circling flagship. Sczcensnovitch himself

at this time was struck In the pit of the

stomach by a Hying piece of shell and had

to relinquish the command. When he

resumed command a short while after-

wards, there was nothing left for him to

do but to chase after the retreating

Squadron that was following Lkhtomsky

to Port Arthur. Japan s superiority at

la largely due

system of procuring naval

and military Information and to her

thorough organisation of espionage by

natives. Essen admits that the

are better seamen.

THE SIEGE OF PORT ARTHUR.

A PERSONAL NARRATIVE BY A
RUSSIAN OFFICER.

A Russian Naval Officer contributes an

Interesting story, the result of personal

experience during the siege of Port Ar-

thur, to the columns of the China Itevirw.

It is as follows :—
Now it Is quiet. The strain Is over,

and I am silting before a warm fire here

In Chefoo. I am surprised to find myself

taking a new Interest In things. Love of

life is the natural attribute of all men.

but we of the garrison of Port Arthur

learned to do without It. For once we
were brought face to face with the In-

evitable—surrender or death ; we wel-

comed the latter for we knew the iron

willa of Stoessel. Wlrenlus, and others

must be broken before the former would

lie possible. Life was then but a constant

nervous, menial, and physical strain from

which there was no relief or rest except

death or desertion.

In these days when men talked of fu-

ture action, they spoke In the subjunc-

tive. The use of the phrase " if I am
alive to-morrow " was Instinctively gene-

ral with us. It was used unostentatiously,

however, without emphasis, quite as a

matter of course. We were familiarised

with the possibilities of the future. And
as little by little our hope of succour

dwindled, we became mero automatons

Impelled by a seeming inertia in tbe per-

formance of our duty ; our sympathies

were deadened ; even the wounded in the

hospitals,—who, under stress of great

physical suffering, seemed more human
than we in tbe trenches and the forts,—

complained that the slstera of charity

and the doctors handled them roughly,

not appearing to care whether they lived

or died.

I remember once hearing a sister of

charity say, at the termination of two

days of unceasing labour with the

wounded, that she did not think she

would ever again txperlence a feeling of

sympathy for human suffering.

In a way I think we were ail demented.

We ate our food without knowing whe-

thor it was good or bad ; and so long as

there was enough to satisfy the cravings

of hunger, the quality was of no conse-

quence ; that which was not nauseating

was good enough to eat. Money lost Its

value, officers and men leaving their

roubles and notes about as if silver were
Iron and notes waste paper. It was won-
derful how quickly the most avaricious

among us lost the love of money. It was
Instructive to see officers, accustomed to

rich food and " heady " wines, chewing
tough horse meat with vigour, and
savagely eyeing the ouo who had the

largest piece.

But you ask me for the story of Port

Arthur, and I shall not tell you In cold

I am. in fact, un-
able to do so at the present time; but
of what we felt and what we did It is a
pleasure to talk. It Is also a pleasure to
feel that, though we did lose our more
human sensibilities, we soon learned how
to put duty and love of country before
everything else, until the chle

said it was time to stop.

September was a comparatively

month. The outpoBt skirmishes were re-
garded with little Interest. Feeling our
position Impregnable, we regarded the
Initial movements of the Japanese on the
l.lnotung Peninsula as of little conse-
quence. After we had repulsed their first

several assaults, undoubtedly the fiercest

made by them during the siege, this

fancied impregnability grew stronger in

our minds. It was during September,

however, we first recognised the necessity

of economising the use of ammunition
for the heavier guns. And at about the

same time, having taken the cue from
the Japanese, we began to manufacture

and use hand grenades, which proved

most effective In repelling assaults The
enemy's bombardment during this month
did comparatively little damage to the

town or fortifications, the guns he used

not being of particularly heavy calibre.

And so September passed with attacks

and counter-attacks ; and the bombard-

ment—which usually began at 8.30 in Uie

morning, stopped at 11, that the Japanese

artillery-men might eat their noon ration,

and re-opened at 1 p.m.,—usually continu-

ing until 5 In the evening.

October, however, was ushered Into ex-

istence by the booming of eleven-inch

guns, which the enemy, after weeks of

hard labour, had succeeded In dragging

to positions within range of the city.

The Arc of these monstrous cannon

played havoc with the forts and the town,

and there was no |lace within our lines

where the shells might not reach ; they

penetrated through the strongest bomb-
proof, they dug great holes in the streets;

and, when they exploded near houses, the

latter shook as if there were an earth-

quake. The introduction of eleven-Inch

guns Into the bombardment was a sur-

prise to us, and at first we were totally

unprepared to answer their flre. Im-

mediately, however, we began the work

of removing forae of our heaviest cannon

from the seaward forts and the shipB to

the landward rorU, that we might an-

swer It effectually. Then came the time

of artillery duels unprecedented In the

world's history.

Notwithstanding the severity of the

enemy's bombardment, the shops in Port

Arthur were open for business. On oc-

casions when one of the big shells would

strike and partly demolish a store, the

unfortunate proprietor would calmly re-

move his remaining signs and mer-

chandise to another building, and, in a

short lime, be ready again to answer the

demands of trade.

We knew when the Japanese meditated

an assault on a certain part of our line,

because It was always preceded by the

concentration of their entire artlllery-

flre against It. It was then the inhabit-

ants of Port Arthur took advantage of

Digitized by Google



DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 149

the cessation In the bombardment of the

town, and walked about the streets, pay-

i oft 1 Is, ^ t i . T h p r&pulso of the ahsau 1 1.

would be followed by the enemy,—evi-

dently much enraged over bis defeat,

—

directing his shell fire upon the line of

march taken by the wounded and their

bearers from the scene of the repulse to

the hospital. [This is one of the usual

charges made In war time.] In this

manner many of our wounded were either

killed or more seriously wounded.

I wish to say here that, previous to

the time when we had suitable guns In

position to answer the eleven-Inch artil-

lery of the enemy, the morale of our men,

exposed to its Ore. was almost perfect.

Only those experienced In modern war-

fare know how nerve-destroying It Is to

lie under a terrific shell fire with no

means at hand of effectually striking

back.

In August I was wounded and sent to

the Red Cross hospital. At that time

three times as many men as there were

beds were being treated there ; mat-

tresses littered the floor, and during the

night, doctors and nurses had to walk

with care not to step on wounded limbs.

The other hospitals I learned were

similarly crowded, and nearly all the

private houses were also being used for

the accommodation of wounded. Dysen-

tery and contagious diseases, formerly

not uncommon In the town, were during

the siege unusually rare ; the hospital

returns showing the grand total to be

only five hundred. Towards the end of

the siege, however, scurvy became very

common, evidencing Itself by producing

mouth ulcers that were most painful and

disgusting. This disease was the result

of our liberal and dally consumption of

satt meat. Few of us escaped It entirely,

and It caused many deaths among the

wounded, so tainting their blood that

the slightest abrasions became hideous

ulcers. Before the appearance of scurvy,

wounds quickly healed, and it was com-

mon for slightly wounded men to leave

the hospital after two or three weeks*

confinement. At times we did not know
which was the worst—the Japanese or

the scurvy.

Our first snowstorm occurred on the

14th day of November, and some of the

men welcomed It with tears. It reminded

all of us of our homes In distant Russia

that we never expected to see again.

What is Kuropatkln doing ? Where Is

the Baltic Fleet ? These questions were

no longer on every tongue. It seemed as

if the great coggy. white blanket of snow

had covered our last, hope of succour.

With the snow came a reduction In

rations. Horse and mule meat became

luxuries that money could not buy. and

the pangs of hunger seemed to make de-

mons of some of the men. who quarrelled

over a cup of soup or an ounce of

sugar, as you have seen dogs snarling

over a bone.

I>ate In October the old town was

practically in ruins, and the Japanese

turned their attention to the new town

which, by the end of November, had been

laid waste by the

there were great gaping

in many houses, and roofs of

others had caved In : In all tlie

town I do not believe there was a

sash containing unbrokei

The bombardment, however,

mlttent, the enemy every now and then

turning his big guns against the forts

with telling effect. So great was the

damage done to the fortifications that

our men were at work night and day re-

pairing holes In the walls, but no matter

how strenuously they worked there wa»

always something left undone. Hundreds

of brave rellows gave up their lives in

the work of repair.

Historians and military critics may,

in the future, (leal harshly with the ad- I

ministrative officers of Port Arthur, and

I am free to admit that serious blunders >

were not unknown among them. But

for the conduct of the sailors and soldiers

I have only words of praise, They were I

truly great In their perfect selfabnega-

and grim patience. In all the

of the world there is not

chronicled a greater heroism than theirs.

While the heroes of the past may have

performed many brilliant and daring

acts, hope was always with them. Not

so with the heroes of Port Arthur. The/

fought on and on. knowing that victory

was Impossible and death almost certain.

It is the truth that, near the end of

October, the majority of officers and men
had given up all hope of succour, and

were prepared in mind to die for the

colours when the opportunity offered. It

is also the truth that some officers and

some men were not sufficiently strong In

mind to thus calmly wal the end,

whatever It might be, and preferred to

blow out their brains or throw them-

selves on the bayonets of the enemy.

Stoessel knew the character of the

he knew he could depen

lopeless the situation, how
the emergency.

Early on the morning of November
19th the Japanese concentrated their

artillery fire upon the summit of 203-

metre Hill, where we had a fort and a

few smalt guns. On account of the

scarcity of ammunition our artillerymen

were not permitted to answer the

enemy's fire. For three days the

Japanese batteries pounded away with

varying Intensity, and. during lulls In

their bombardment, they made eleven

consecutive and futile efforts to carry the

mountain by assault. Time and time

again they retreated pell mell down the

declivities, leaving them scattered with

thousands of their dead. On December
2nd the mountain was still In our hands,

but the forts on Its summit had been

raied by the enemy's shell fire, and Its

devoted defenders were forced to take

refuge In furrows dug by Japanese shells.

Then came the fierce bombardment, of

December 3rd, when the summit was
completely hidden by dense clouds of

smoke and dust caused by the explosion

of hundreds of projectiles. At ten o'clock

in the morning there was a sudden ces-

sation In the enemy's fire, and ten

minutes later they were storming up the

steep and rugged sides to the assault-

climbing, creeping, running all doubled

up. and shrieking that hideous battle-cry

or theirs. The first to reach our line of

defence were met In hand-to-hand con-

flict by the defenders who, holding the

up-hill side, were able to do gTeat execu-

tion with the bayonet—a parry, a thrust,

a groan or a scream, and in this manner
hundreds of the enemy fell. They came
on. however. In constantly Increasing

numbers, and It soon became apparent

that our forces on the hill would have to

be heavily reinforced. Such a condition,

however, had been anticipated, and re-

serve companies had been drawn up ever

since the opening of the fight. The men
stood In ranks leaning on their rifles,

gazing almost disinterestedly upon the

smoke-capped hill all criss-crossed by the

flashing of rifles and bursting shells. It

»«s an old story to them. With heavy

hearts we watched company after com-

pany disappear up the slope, for we knew
and they knew death awaited them.

These companies, mostly sailors, were a
religious lot. and when the order camo
for them to go, each man uncovered and
made the sign of the cross with pathetic

earnestness. And In this action he round
strength, and he went to his death with
a calm, also contented countenance.
How we admired them : Thus did the

rank and file prove their mettle ; of

some of the officers I have nothing to

say.

On December 4th the fact that we
could not hold the hill dawned on
Stoessel. but already we had paid the
penalty of bad judgement. For our losses

In defence of the position had amounted
to four thousand five hundred men. and
one hundred and five officers killed and
wounded. Had the derenco been con-
tinued longer, the garrison would surely
have been exterminated.

At two o'clock In the morning the
order left headquarters for the retire-

ment, and only twenty hair-dead men
came back to us. At six o'clock that
morning our telescope revealed the
enemy In possession or the mountain.
That was a sad day for Port Arthur.
Thus was the most Important step in

their siege of the city accomplished by
the Japanese, as 203-metre Hill overlooks
the harbour and the city. Eleven-Inch
guns placed on its summit would have
forced our surrender in a day. but for-

tunately its declivities were so steep and
rugged that the enemy only succeeded In

dragging six of their largest mountain
guns to the top. and the fire of these,

although galling, was not particularly

consequential. Nevertheless we welcomed
the rare occasions when permission was
granted us for the bombardment of the

MIL But If the Japanese were tinsuccess-

ful In placing heavy artillery on Us sum-
mit, they soon learned It* value a* a
look-out station, and thus was the fate

of the harbour sealed. For the eleven-

Inch guns on lower positions were Orel

|

according to the signals of the look-outs

on the mountain, who had a perfect

bird's-eye view of the harbour, and were

wonderfully proficient In wlg-wagglng

directions tor the guns. In three days

the greater portion of the fleet ha
unfit for service by this
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vastatlng Ore. It usually began at nine

In the morning, continuing, with a short

Intermission at noon, until Ave o'clock In

the evening. I have known the shells to

fall among the shipping not more than

fifty seconds apart, and the enemy fre-

quently sent as many as five hundred In

one day against us. Sometimes they

fired in salvos of three guns each.

Why did not the fleet, when thus

threatened with extermination, run for

the open sea and engage the Japanese

ships ? one naturally asks. The question,

however. Is easily answered. The ships

were without guns or men to man them ;

they were also badly out of repair, and

It would have been madness for them to

have attempted the blockade ; their guns

were on the forts, the majority of their

crews were dead, their magazines were

empty. An exception, the " Sevastopol."

having two hundred of an original crew

of six hundred men, and without quick-

firers, sought refuge in White Wolf Bay.

between Tiger s Tall and Laotlshan. But

Saturday, February lit*.

here she was forced to maintain a con-

stant fight against the constant attacks

of the enemy's torpedo-boat flotillas.

Three times she drove them away, and at

last one snowy night of Intense darkness

one of the enemy's picket boats succeeded

in gaining a position about one hundred

yards astern of her, and discharging a

torpedo Into her hull. Thus were the days

of the " Sevastopol " numbered. There

was no excitement, no panic ; somebody

said " we are torpedoed," and somebody

else fired a rifle at the picket boat skim-

ming away In the t'arknesB, and then the

word was given and we took to the boats.

If you had come to Port Arthur after

the capture of Hign Hill and the destruc-

tion of our ships, you would have been

astonished al the Insensibility of officers

and men. We were mentally prepared

for an> thing the Japanese might do. The

conflagration of the oil store houses, al-

though a most awc-lnspirlng spectacle,

we regarded with little interest. The

tremendous explosions caused by Japanese

sheila striking our powder magazines

were, to our minds, trifling occurrences, bo
was the blowing to pieces of a comrade.

To my mind the break of the Gre-

gorian new year of 1906 was marked by
the beginning of the end of the slene.

On that day the Japanese blew up Sun-
sushan fort, and bombarded us with
great Intensity. Now began talk of sur-

render. It was said General StoeBsel had
sent an envoy to Nogl bearing a proposal

to capitulate. Sadness reigned In the
garrison. Several officers committed
sulcldo. The idea of surrender was not
welcome, oven to the wounded in the
hospital, and most of us began to have
dismal thoughts concerning many month*
of Incarceration In Japanese prisons.

But of the end of Port Arthur I know
,
little, for on the night of January 1st. I

stood on the bridge of my ship, the tor-

pedoer " V'lastni," as she crept out be-
tween the lines of the blockaders, on her
dangerous voyage to Chefoo with dis-

patches for his Majesty the Tsar.

THE inactivity of the Russians since the

battle of Helkotal leads to the supposi-

tion that that aggressive movement was as

Isolated from any concerted plan of cam-

paign as General Mlstchenko's southern

raid Very Utile news has been received

In the past few days, and yesterday no

reports from the front were published,

official or otherwise. The stationary

armies are having plenty of opportunity

for rest and recuperation.

The casualties of the column which suf-

fered most In the battle of Helkotal were

42 officers killed and 9« wounded, and

7*700 rank and flic killed or wounded.

•

By Ukase of the Tsar the fortifications

of Vladivostok have been raised from the

I to the first grade.

THE RETKEAT TO MUKDEN.

•

The crew, numbering 28 men, of the

Austrian steamer " Slam." which was re

cently seized and is now at Yokosuka,

were released on the 9th instant and are

now at Yokohama. The crew of the

British steamer " Wyefleld " were released

yesterday.

General Ilman, one of the officers now

detained at Nagoya. has received a tele-

gram through the French Minister In

Tokyo. Informing him that on the re-

commendation of General Stoessel the

Tsar haa conferred upon blm the Fourth

Order of St.

BY A KLSSUN JOLHNM.I8T.

On December 19th the Russky Slovoe

of St. Petersburg published the following

description of the Russian retreat on

Mukden, which had apparently just been

received from the correspondent, M.

Ncmlrovitch Danchenko :—
I remember this retreat as a night-

mare. Krom the strategical point of view,

it was something unheard of. something

Incomparable. To lead back an army
after such a battle without collision, to

withdraw it 70 kilometres In a state fit U>

begin a new battle, there is some merit

in that I believe it willingly ; not only

do 1 believe it. but I know it.

As far as I am concerned, the retreat

was not unforeseen. On the 16th I had

seen the Commander-in-Chief In his car.

He was calm as ever, but there was a d?ep

frown on his brow, and In hlB eyes could

be seen a look of anguish, together with

a look of firm resolve. "One of these

days." ho seemed to say, " we are going

to try to beat Kurokl. If I succeed in

carrying out what I have planned, the

defeat of the Japanese Is Imminent, but

—In such undertakings a detail may often

upset everything. The whole army must
be ready as one man to receive the enemy;
everyone must do his duty as he can. and

then victory will be ours. If that 13 not

done, we must retreat"
And it happened that such a detail did

occur. One division gave way. and the

plan, so admirably thought out. failed.

All did not do their duty—not all.

And. recalling those days, I have not

the heart to accuse the unfortunate men
of any specific regiment. Soldiers are

everywhere the same ; it Is the officers

who make the regiments or division?).

And then, I cannot forget my conversa-

tion with the Siberian troops, who fought

admirably, but had no Idea why they

were fighting.

Yes, It la under an Impression, painful

Indeed, that we fell back on Mukden.

Nerves are completely shattered. The
men start and become uneasy for the
least thing. Hill and dale remain in the
power of the enemy ; we say farewell
to them the while we urge on our ex-
hausted steeds.

Without exaggeration, one has a verit-
able craving for sleep, for forgetful nesa,
for the loss of consciousness and memory.
Riding past the mute witnesses of the
horrors which had just happened, past
the dead bodies lying all along the road,
we envy those who are already blind and
deaf.

For them no more defeat,

torment upon torment, no
doomed to disappointment, no more need
to write home descriptions of our shame,
finding some explanation for it, to allow
those who are dear to us to accept our
retreat.

Mukden Is ankle deep In mud. It is a
pestilent ocean, where, like unhappy ships,

are to be seen strange and clumsy vehi-

cles, drawn by men. 'riklshas. and at this

moment I hated the two-wheeled instru-

ments of torture—the ocean of mud was
to me a Hell, and I felt a hatred of th»

unfortunate Chinamen, dropping with

fatigue.

We bit our lips, and went whither we
could. We stretched ourselves out for a

deep sleep, from which we awoke wlta

the horrible thought " We have retreated

again." and then began once raoro tin

sorrowful probing of one's moral wound!
—comrades were awakened to continue

the bitter, violent argument, almost t

quarrel, well knowing that each was
longing to burst into tears.

With a full knowledge of the situation.

I really did not expect a decisive victory,

at all events I had my doubts, but it

seemed to me nevertheless as If some-
thing terrible and unforeseen had struck

my heart. One sought consolation In all

of reasons, saying that

before Sevastopol, awoke to a i

life—that the French became freer,

stronger, and wiser after the German in-

vasion ; but It is not at all the same sort

of thing to argue theoretically, and t>
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A Juvenile Prisoner

Anninn the prisoners brought to Mat«uv;mn from Port Arthur «» a little girl, aged 12. Ilex father, who k standing at her right,

refuged to take the oath not to engage in hostilities during ihi' present wax.
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see one's suppositions materialised In

(acta and persons.

We cannot witness without emotion the

offerings of the soldiers. Irresponsible

for the retreat ; their torments, and the

triumph of the enemy. Yes, It Is by no
means the same thing to gaze upon the

action from a sheltered nook, and to be

oneself In the furnace, where even a soul

of steel would be moved.

FRIENDLY INTERVIEW ON
THE 8HAH0-

JAPANESE AND RUSSIAN CAPTAINS MEET

IN THE AREA OP WAR.

The special correspondent of the Alahi

with the First Army Corps sends an In-

teresting account of a meeting between

representatives of the belligerent armies

at a spot about midway between the two

forces. The Interview took place on the

22nd ult between two cavalry officers—

the Japanese being Captain Hlragl and

the Russian Captain the Marquis Berel-

berg. The correspondent's account Is as

follows :
—

On January 16th Captain Hlragl wrote

a letter seeking an Interview with a Rus-

sian officer and giving the object, place,

and time of meeting. The letter said the

object of the meeting was to deliver some
articles presented to the Russian soldiers

by General Kuroki. to inform the Rus-

sians of the position at Port Arthur, and

to have friendly intercourse. Captain

Hiragt proposed that each party should

consist of one officer, four men, and an

Interpreter, and that each party should

carry a white flag.

The letter was left by an outpost at a

18th an answer was received by the hand

of a Chinese. All the terms proposed by

Captain Hlragl were accepted with the

exception of the place of meeting. The
Russians proposed that they should meet

at Melto Instead of near LlchapaoUe. as

proposed by the Japanese, and also thai

the occasion should be celebrated by a

little banquet The Japanese were unable

to discover a place named Melto. and on

the ISth sent an answer by the Chinese to

that effect, also proposing to meet 600

metres north of Lichapaotze Instead of

south. It was stated that If the letter

was not answered it would be understood

as an acceptance of the proposal.

At noon on the 22nd Captain Hlragl

went to the place appointed. On arriv-

ing, he waved a white flag. This was ob-

served by two Russian patrols keeping

watch on an elevation 800 metres north.

They disappeared and the Japanese party

waited an hour before Captain Derelberg

approached with his attendants. On tho

initiative of Captain Hlragl the party

adjourned to a Chinese house as shelter

again°.t the bit Ins wind. After exchang-

ing cards, Captain Hlragl thanked the

Russian officer for agreeing to the con-

ference, and handed him some picture

postcards depicting Russian prisoners In

the handB of the Japanese. The Russian

officer expressed his thanks for the kind

treatment accorded his captive country-

men, and said that Japanese prisoners In

Russia were treated with equal kindness.

Captain Hlragl next referred to the surren-

der of Port Arthur, explaining the terms
of capitulation and praising the courage of

the garrison, the officers of which were
allowed to leave the fortress with the

honours of war by the express command
of the Emperor of

Berelberg again returned thanks and In-

timated that the surrender had been pro-

claimed to the Russian army on January

1st (0,3.).

Both sides had brought food and drink;

healths were drunk amid cheers from

those present. Home addresses were ex-

changed so that the officers might write

to each other after the war. It was mutu-

ally agreed that the memorable meeting

should not be forgotten, and photographs

of the gathering were taken. The next

fpw minutes were spent In amiable con-

versation through the Interpreters. Cap-

tain Hlragl Inspected the horses and har-

ness of the Russians, the latter remark-

ing to their Japanese listeners that the

animals had not sufficient food. Before

separating Captain Hlragl presented the

Russian Captain with a tub of sake, a

piece of ham. and a rug. and five packets

of Japanese cigarettes to each man. In

return Captain Berelberg pr

volver to Captain Hlragl and 60

to each man. The Russian officer

posed another meeting for the 30th. which

was agreed upon. The parties then cordi-

ally shook hands and separated, It being

then about four o'clock.

Captain Hlragl reports that there Is no

doubt the Russians experience difficulty

In obtaining food supplies, and that the

officers heartily enjoyed the food provided

by the Japanese, the soldiers saying they

had not eaten such a good meal for a long

time. Captain Hlragl found the Russian

horses to be well-trained, and was sur-

prised to observe that the men were such

excellent horsemen. It was remarked that

the Russian time was an hour and Ave

mlnutea behind that of the watches of

the Japanese, which accounted for tho

Sunday, February 12/A.

REPORTING on the 9th Inst

Oyama says that on Wednesday Russian

artillery bombarded the railway bridge

near Lamotun. and also shelled Yentaitze

and neighbourhood. During the night a

party over a company strong attacked

Hinlungtun, and other companies ad-

vanced from other points, but all were

repulsed. On Thursday the Russians

shelled South Witaushan and also bom-
barded Tekiteki Hill.

The following report of General Kuro-

patkln to St. Petersburg has reached the

Foreign Office at Tokyo :—" During the

night of February 4th the Cossacks and
Hunters attacked a detachment of

Japanese occupying a village on our left

flank. Fifty Japanese were killed at the

point of the bayonet and one man was
taken prisoner. We accomplished our

object, and retreated without loss at day-

on the approach of a body of

Infantry."

In reference to the Russian activity on
the Sbaho an officer In Tokyo observes

(hat after the defeat at Hclkotal the Rus-
sians continued to shell at Intervals and
surprise small forces of Japanese of the

Centre and Left Army Corps. The object

of the Russian skirmishing tactics Is per-

haps to ascertain in what position the

Port Arthur Investing army has

placed or to protect the defence

now being erected In the rear of their

first line. By news received from war
correspondents of the vernacular papers,

cabled through the Military Telegraph

Service. It seems that the Russians who
were driven back to the right bank of the

Hun River pressed on to Changujitao and
Yatzepao on the 2nd Instant, their force

being considerably augmented In the

afternoon. At about 2 o'clock the Rus-
sian artillery appeared on the south of

Changtan and bombarded Malungchu and

Santaltze. The Japanese made an at-

tack and drove the enemy to Changtan

with heavy losses. The strength of this

force was two Brigades. In the small

hours of the 3rd the Russians In the

vicinity of Kuchatze shelled Chlntanho
and attacked Changyltao. but were again

repulsed. Between the afternoon of the

4th and the morning of the 5th. the

enemy advanced to the Japanese positions

at different points, but were repulsed.

Similar movements were repeated on the

7th. During three days, from the 4th to

the 6th. the Russians sent up balloons

over Tarhatze and Sufengtal. The tem-
perauire on the morning of the 9th was
registered at 22 degrees below freezing

point.

A sperlal telegram to the Chronicle

dated I/ondon. the 9th Instant, reads :
—

The Paris correspondent of the Timet
declares that the prospects of early

peace are slender.

The same correspondent also reports

that the Russian loan, which is being

Issued in Paris. Is meeting with very little
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success, only a hundred million mark
having been subscribed up to the present.

In spite of the number of vessels cap-

tured by the Japanese recently, under-

writers at Lloyds are stated to be

realising substantial profits on the Insur-

ance of ships carrying contraband cargoes

to Vladivostok.

THE "ANDROMEDA'S"
MISSION.

STORY OF THE VISIT TO PORT

ARTHUR.

As somo doubt has been cast on the

status of the vessel which visited Port

Arthur Immediately after the capitulation

with a view to offering assistance to tlH

wounded. It may be well to give some

particulars of the adventure which the

Honnknng Telvyraph has obtained from

one of the officers.

The " Andromeda." a flrst-claBS, four-

funnelled cruiser of 11.00(1 tons, had been

stationed at Wei-hal-Wel since May last,

and like all the world the crew was on

the </ui Vivt for the fall of Port Arthur.

Life at Wei-hai-Wei is pretty dull even

at the best of times, and the

"Andromeda's" men were wondering

when their vigil would cease. On Wednes-

day. 4th January, news was received at

W. , bal-vVel that Port Arthur had

capitulated. The " Andromeda" had been

ordered to be ready for sea at an hour'*

not i. e. and when the stirring tiding;,

came to Wel-hal-Wel, all was bustle and

stir aboard the war-ship

Orders were given that a full supply of

medical stores should be instantly taken

to Port Arthur for the sick and wounded

Ru-sians ; apparently the idea of sending

help to the belligerents had been settled

some lime previously, for there was no

delay In shipping the stores on board the

" Andromeda." Medicine, blanket*, nour-

ishing foodstuffs, including 4.000 cases of

condensed milk, and all the usual medical

appliances were quickly shipped, and at

eight o'clock In the morning the "Andro-
meda " left Wei-hai-Wei at full speed for

Port Arthur. Among those on board

were Commissioner Stewart

C.M.G.. Staff-Surgeon Shand.

Surgeon at Wel-halWel. on

and two medical orderlies,

Steaming at 19

Lockhart.

the Fleet

I Surgeon.

knots the war-

ship made a quick run, and all went well

for some hours, The gunners were at

their stations and the men ready for any

emergency. Shortly before noon the

"Andromeda" approached two red floats

which seemed to be drifting buoys. It

at once apparent that these were

lines, and orders were given to

train the twelve-pounders upon them,

with the object of sinking them. A
couple of shots were fired at the mines
hut none took effect, and they were left

bobbing on the waves to the danger of

every ship that has occasion to visit that

coast. The " Andromeda," however, was
on a mission of mercy and had no time

to spare In sinking the mines. Later on.

an upheaval of water was witnessed In

the rear of the vessel's track and it was
surmised that one of the dtinkeii mines,

disturbed by the rapid progress of the

cruiser, had exploded, too late, for-

tunately, for any damage to be done to

the war-ship.

At about 1 o'clock on the Thursday after-

noon, (he heights of Port Arthur loomed

up In the fur distance, Scouting away on

the horizon were several of the Japanese

men-of-war, which immediately on seeing

a strange cruiser In sight gave chase

The " Andromeda." fearing nothing, con-

tinued on her Journey, until one of the

Japanese vessels came within a thousand

yards and fired a blank shot as a signal

to stop. Thinking, doubtless, (hat there

had been some mistake, the British man-
of-war continued on her way, but another

blank shot from the Japanese showed
that business was meant. The - Andro-
meda" was now ten miles from Port

Arthur, and almost at her destination,

when thus summarily checked. Signals

were exchanged, and It turned out that

the blank shots were merely warnings
that the "Andromeda" was in the most

dangerous Bald of mines off the roast of

Tallenwan As a matter of fact, later

Information proved that the "Andro-
meda" had deliberately passed over (wo
thickly strewn fields of floating and
sunken mines How she escaped damage
Is a marvel. Even the Japanese themselves

confessed that they dreaded the spot and

were afraid to venture within a mile of

the mines. The " Andromeda," however,

happily ignorant of her danger and pro-

(ec(ed by the gods, gaily waltzed through

the death-strewn track, and succeeded In

passing unscathed along the path where

the Japanese feared to tread.

When the danger was realised the
" Andromeda " was piloted by the Japan-

ese cruiser* to the only safe channel

leading Into Port Arthur, and then she
was questioned as to her object In

within sight of the fortress. It

plained that, acting under orders, the
" Andromeda " was carrying medical sup-

plies to the sl.k and wounded In Port

i Arthur : In other words, that Britain

,
was attempting to act the part of the

good Samaritan. The Japanese smiled

behind their Bleeves, and having twisted

their faces Into a semblance of profound

astonishment, replied gravely that they

weren't having any Just then, It was
insisted upon (hat this was a pure mis-

sion of mercy on the part of the " Andro-

meda."

"Exactly," said the Japanese, "we are

fully aware of that, and (he noble and
disinterested attentions of our gallant

and honourable ally shall be recorded on

the tablets of brass In the biggest Shinto

temple of Tokyo ; but "-—and here they

grew a trifle grim—"you don't go any

nearer Port Arthur. We don't want any

medical stores, thanks all the same, and

the Russians don't want any medical

stores, or victuals, or delicacies made In

Switzerland, so possibly the best plan for

you would be to return 10 Wel-hal-Wel

and (hank your stars that your vessel is

still above water." That, of course. Is a

very rough and ready translation of the

beautiful language used by the Japanese

officer in command : but it will be evi-

dent that the Japanese had no difficulty

in making their meaning clear

All day the " Andromeda " remained at

anchor, wistfully gazing at Port Arthur

in the distanre. At night the ship, ai t lug

on the instructions of the Japanese

squadron, was darkened In every quarter.

Next day the " Andromeda." foiled in her

effort to act (he philanthropist, slowly

turned her head to the South, gave ano-

ther sad glance at Port Arthur, bade the

Japanese squadron good-bye. and made
for Wei-hai-Wei. There the medical
stores were transhipped to H.B.M.'s
" Amphltrlte." and the " Andromeda "

I

then steamed for Hongkong.
It was an exciting experience while it

|

lasted, and would have created a great

deal more concern among (he crew had
they known at the time that they were
calmly sailing above watera sown with

Tms&hiy, Febrttttrff 1 l/A.

THE almost complete Inactivity of (he damage. Il will take a great deal to Reporting on Sunday Marshal Ovama
arinle on the Shnho to richer mjratlfjr- draw Marshal Oyama Into a general states that a cow Ingenl of Japanese sur-

ing. It will be observed that the Rus- action, as even the Russian movement a( rounded a small body of Russian cavalry

ItU are nearly always the aggressors Helkotal only succeeded In engaging some seven miles west of Kansho. killed

in the skirmishes that take place, and are some of General Oku's wing. Marsha: three and wounded eleven. Three horses,

constantly In artillery practice against Oyama receives a good deal of provoca eleven head of cattle, and forty sheep
Japanese positions. The Japanese are lion from his enemy, but he remains weie raptured. On the llth Instant the

never reported as replying (o this artll- quiet and does not retaliate beyond " re- Russian artillery at several places fired

lery Ore. which presumably must do some !
pulsing " the Russians when attacked. I at (he Japanese positions.
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Marshal Oyama. reporting on the 11th

Instant, says that on Thursday morning

last week a Japanese detachment drove

a body of Russian Infantry from an

elevation south of Changcbtsal, the latter

carrying away one man killed and ten

WOUBdcd. On the aften: hi of the same

day. a battery of Ruxslnn artillery bom-

barileil Japanese position* from three ele-

vations, and till* was continued on the

loth. Marshal Oyama says the number
of nusilan dead Interred by the Japanese

III the neighbourhood of Heikotai reached

two thousand on the 10th instant, and

that some two thousand rifles have fallen

Into Japanese hands. On the night of

the 10th and the following day the Rus-

sians made several attacks In small rorce.

but all were repulsed.

• -

According to a Russian official report,

the commanders of the 2nd. 3rd. and filii

Fusilier Regiments, and the commander
of the 2nd Brigade of the same ford

wounded in the battle of Heikotai.

A Renter's dispatch dated London, the

11th instant, read* :—
Heuter's correspondent at Port Louis

wires that reml arrivals from Nossi B«

(north-east of Madagascar) report that

the Baltic Fleet still remains there. A
conflict. It is reported, has arisen between

Admiral Rohjestvensky and the German
companies who are supplying the fleet

with coal. The Admiral wishes the col-

liers to follow the tleet. but they refuse

on account of the too close proximity of

the ,

A message date I the 12th la as fol-

lows :
—

Five Russian cruiser*, anchored In

German waters at Dar-es-Sala<im. near

Zanzibar, received orders to leave, and

hart compiled therewith.

The Third Baltic Sqadron has been or-

dered to Im> ready to sail from the Baltic

Immediately.

Wednesday, February 15///.

TT is difficult to arrive at a know ledge of

the real state of affairs at the front.

Marshal Oynma's reports on the various

skirmishes generally end up with a state-

ment that the enemy was repulsed.

General Kuropatkin. not to be outdone,

and despite the reported nervous break-

down, generally ends up with the repulse

of the Japanese. It is somewhat remark-

able that the Japanese have not yet pub-

lished a complete list of their losses at

the battle of Heikotai.

A Reuter s dispatch to the Foreign Office

gives the following report of General

Kuropatkin :-At 11 o'clock on the night

of February 8th the Japanese fronting

our left wing took the offensive for two

versts along their front, but their attack

was repulsed at 5 o'clock on the following

morning. Two hourB later the Japanese

resumed the offensive, but were again re-

pulsed. Our casualties were live men

killed and wounded.

News from St. Petersburg U to the

effect that General Kuropatkin Is suffer-

ing from a disorder of the nerves, and

that his indecision In all matters Is

marked. It Is believed that the Grand

Duke NIcolaivltch will visit Manchuria

to report on the situation.

The Foreign Office is in receipt of news

that Major-General Kadbek has been ap-

pointed Commander of the Vladivostok

Kortlflcations, and that non-combatants

have been ordered to leave that port.

Vladivostok was recently raised from

second-class to first-class rank as a

stronghold, In order, presumably, that an

officer of first rank should be appointed.

The British steamer " Bastry." which
was seized by the Japanese on the 8th

Instant off the Hokkaido, was released to-

gether with the cargo by the Yokosuka
Prize Court on the 11th Instant. According

to a Tokyo dispatch, early in December
last the " Eastry " succeeded in reaching

Vladivostok with contraband of war by

deceiving the Japanese guard boats with

forged papers. On her return from Vla-

divostok she called at Muroran and
shipped Yubari coal on account of the

Hokkaido Colliery and Railway Company
for Singapore, and was captured after

leaving Muroran. This was proved In the

I'rlze Court with the result mentioned.

Although the authorities are raid to have

been aware of the " Eastry " having pre-

viously carried contraband to Vladivo-

stok, it appears that the vessel could not

be prosecuted on thU charge, having al-

ready delivered her cargo and her papers

being in perfect order for the return

journey.

With regard to the allegations that Rus-

sia committed a breach of neutrality In

connection with General Histchenko's

recent southward move, the Foreign Office

at St. Petersburg point* out that the

sphere of hostilities, as specifically defined

by Russia at the opening of the war. ex-

tended from the line of the Mongolian

frontier to the point where It Intersected

the Liu River, a tributary of the Llao

River, along the Llao River and along

the Liu River to the point where it

crossed the Yinkow -Shanhalkwan rail-

road, thence along the railroad to the

Llao River, thence to the left bank and

to the mouth only of the latter. A small

section of the right bank Is beyond the

sphere, and there Is no question of

General Mlstchenko having entered

neutral territory. Both of the Russian

and Chinese stations at Newchwang are

within the sphere.

The remains of Lieutenant General

Matsumura, who recently died a natural

death at the front, arrived In Tokyo on

Monday, the coffin being escorted by the

son of the deceased officer and an aide-de-

camp. A large number of Army and

public holies In Tokyo assembled at the

Shlrubashl Station and witnessed the ar-

rival of the remains, while the troops of

the First Army Division lined the streets

and saluted as the coffin passed.

•
• •

Some days ago an Interview- appeared in

our columns with Nurse Bogdanoff, who,
when Port Arthur capitulated, de'er-

mlned to follow her lover, a prisoner of

war. to Japan, and succeeded In doing so.

disguised as a Russian soldier. There was
another woman within Port Arthur who
was disguised as a man, and she fought

with all the gallantry of the other bravo

defenders. Her husband was a private In

the 13th Rifle Regiment, and when she
saw how the ranks were thinning and
that no relief seemed at hand she

volunteered, and. with her husband, ad-

vanced to the first fighting lines and
proved herself an excellent marks-woman,
fearless and courageous. Her name was
Harltlna Korotkevich and she was 27

years of ago. For her several acts or

gallantry and heroism she received the

whole set (four) of the St. George's cross.

Her husband also received decorations for

conspicuous bravery. Harltlna Korot-

kevich was exceedingly popular with all

the soldiers, and It was a sad day for

them when the news came that their

heroine was dead. She. with her hus-

band, was In the seventh line of the 13th

Regiment Just a day or two before the

capitulation and was literally blown to

pieces by a bursting shell. She died for

her country, ana her memory Is revered

by her soldier comrades. Her husband

was wounded In the same action that laid

her low, and he Is now at the hospital at

Matsuyama. A photograph of the young
woman is given on another page of this

A Renter's dispatch of the 13th Instant

reads :
—

A certain amount of insubordination

prevails In the Third Baltic

On Saturday last a sailor was

stabbing a Lieutenant.
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Thursday, Fein-nun/ !&/<.

rE following dispatch in regard to

the situation on the Shaho has

reached the Imperial Headquarters :
—

" At about 10 o'clock yesterday morn-

ing (Sunday) the Russians bombarded

Waltaushan-sun. and meanwhile a small

force of infantry came forward to make
an attack on the same place, but was re-

pulsed. Last night about a company of

the Russians advanced to the vicinity of

Waitaushan-sun and Zen Shobokuhosul

(about one kilometre east of Waitaushan-

un), and Bhortly after 10 this morning
(Monday) a body of the Russian Infantry

came forward to attack Ahatsutal and
Kanshantal. The attacks were all re-

pulsed. Nothing has transpired In the

direction of lieikotal excepting that the

Russians continue there the erection of

•
• •

A Berlin telegram of the 14th instant

announces that General Kaulbars has

been appointed to the command of the

Second Manchurian Army. General

Kaulbars succeeds General Grlppenberg,

who recently left the front for St. Peters-

burg for the purpose, It was reported, of

making certain complaints against Gene-

ral Kuropatkln.

•

"Don't take your wives to

vostok." was the order of the

General Staff to military

month.

•

The German steamer " Hindu," which
arrived at Hakodate on Monday night

from Vladivostok, reports that the repair

of the three Russian cruisers there has

been completed and the vessels are now
lying in the harbour. A number of

torpedo-destroyers, torpedo-boats, and Ice-

are also In port.

last

apparently been taken to heart by the

Chinese Government, for Instructions

have been issued by the Grand Council

to all the high authorities of the marl-

time and riverine provinces that while

every precaution should be taken to pre-

vent any violation of neutrality within

their respective Jurisdictions, prepara-

tions must be made without

promptly to resist

Chinese neutrality by either of the bel-

ligerents. News has been received from

Yangtse and southern coast ports that

considerable ammunition has been lately

poured into all riverine and maritime coast

forts, while the garrisons have, without

exception, also been strongly reinforced.

It Is also understood that Admiral Yeh,

commanding the combined Peiyang and

Nanyang squadrons, has been busily

engaged at Klangyang, which Is the head-

quarters of the Nanyang Squadron, ar-

ranging measures for concerted action in

the event of any attempts to violate

Chinas neutrality. A Tientsin letter fur-

ther states that Viceroy Yuan Shlhkal hag

Issued orders to reinforce the Chinese

troops guarding the vicinity of North

Chlnrhou and the Chinese railway In that

region, and that some 6.000 troops are

about to leave for Shanhaikwan by the

middle of this month. There Is also a

rumour that Chinese officers commanding

troops on the neutral line of Llaobsl have

received orders to exercise force In re-

sisting any violation of the line they are

to be

RUSSIA AND THE WAR.

OPINIONS IN FAVOIR OF PEACE.

A Reuter's dispatch to the Foreign

Office reports that the Baltic squadron
will not leave Nosal Be before tho end of

this month. Seventeen colliers accom-
pany the squadron. In reference to the

report that the German colliers refused

to accompany the squadron owing to the

proximity of the Japanese, a Tokyo dis-

patch says It goes without saying that

the Japanese fleet will destroy at sight

all colliers following Admiral RohJestven-

n, irrespective of nationality.

The writer of " Notes on Native

Affairs" In the X.C. Daily Keuss says

that the recent charge of Russia against

China of the violation of neutrality baa

A telegram to the Chronicle dated

London, the 13th Instant, reads :
—

Five Russian cruisers have left Zanzi-

bar for Diego Snare* (on the north-east

roast of Madagascar).

A Reuter's message of the 14th Instant

Is as follows :
—

It is announced at St. Petersburg that a

state of siege has been proclaimed at

Vladivostok by the Russian authorities,

and that In consequence a part of the In-

habitants are hurriedly leaving the town

FURTHER CAPTURE OF
STEAMERS.

Yesterday a Japanpse war-ship seized

two more British steamers off the Hok-

kaido. They were the " Scotsman " and

the " Apollo." and were bound for Vladi-

vostok, the former having 5,700 tons of

Welsh coal on board, and the latter carry-

ing a large quantity of rice.

A London dkpaUh to the A»ahi states

that the Timet correspondent In Russia

reports that many Russians who have
hitherto avoided expressing their opinion

on the situation now openly declare that

the battle of Hetkotal shows that It Is

hopeless to continue the war longer. The
opennpss with which such declarations

are made Is considered a remarkable phe-

nomenon.

It Is also remarkable that Immediately

after the fall of Port Arthur some of the

Russian newspapers did not hesitate to

advise the stoppage of the war. Among
I others the Xaxha %hi:n ("Our Life")

exhorted the people to have the courage

to admit defeat, and to give up a hopeless

war for Manchuria, a country really use-

less to Russia. Continuing, the Journal

said :
" The Japanese, who accorded

honourable terms of surrender to General

Stoessel, will accord Russia an honour-

able peace, especially If she hastens to

conclude It before her military position

becomes worse, when Japan's demands

would be correspondingly Increased.

Peace should be our one aim. It is time

to bring back 400,000 men to peaceful

labour and to restore the normal condi-

tions of life."

The Run referred In scathing terms to

what It characterised as the culpable in-

difference manifested in high society

circles and In the bureaucratic world

with regard to the news of the surrender

of Port Arthur, whose terrible plight, it

says, troubled them so little that It made
no difference even In their customary

pleasures and amusements. The fact

that such sentiments regarding the war

prevail In tho society of the capital, the

Journal concludes, renders It Impossible

to hope for the accomplishment of any
great national task whatever.

Commenting on General Stoessel's

telegram to the Tsar praying for a mer-

ciful Judgement, the Sovoye Vremya
said :

" The whole of Russia ardently

desires that those responsible for the

surrender of Port Arthur should be

brought to trial, not

defenders of the fortress have

to fear, but because such a trial Is I

sary to fix the responsibility of those who
did not furnish them with sufficient

means of defence—guns, ammunition,

food, clothing, and medical stores. All

Russia ardently desires that the Judge-

ment on this point shall be severe, as It

will be the sole means of helping Russia

to rid herself of he
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Friday. February 17///.

"IfARSHAL OYAMA reports that a fore*1 consisting of between eight and nine

thousand Russian cavalry with artillery

threatened to cross the Hun River on the

evening of the 14th Inst, some twelve

miles west of Pitaltze. but the report does

not say what became of the force. On the

13th and 14th Inst. Russian artillery

bombarded the Japanese positions, and

the Russians continue active In throwing

up defence works In several places, in-

cluding a position fronting Helkotal.

The Russian prisoners of war at Matsu-

yama on the 15th instant numbered 3,315.

A number of officers are to be transferred

to Nagoya and rukuchtyama In a few

days. Thirty-seven sick prisoners arrived

at

A London telegram to the A$ahi states

thai the German collier " Bulgaria " and

the British collier " Sandford " arrived at

a bay on the Sumatra coast. They were.

however, ordered by the Dutch authorities

to proceed to Batavia and dispose of their

cargo there.

The Timet correspondent at Peking,
who visited Port Arthur subsequent to

the surrender, describes the impressions
he gathered there, which it is unnecessary
to say are strongly antagonistic to the
Russians, who In his view have no single

redeeming quality. He says :
—

Without seeing them, nobody could
form any Idea of the stupendous strength
of the forts or the incredible heroism dis-
played in their capture. No foreign officer
is able to explain the reason for the sur-
render of Port Arthur. Those who have
seen the condition of the fortress believe
that DO more discreditable surrender is

recorded In history.
There were 25.000 able-bodied men

capable of making a sortie, hundreds of
officers, all well nourished, and plenty
of ammunition, the largest magazine
being untouched and full to the roof with
all kinds of ammunition for naval guns.
There was. further, ample food for three
months, even If no fresh supplies could be
received, and. besides, the waters are

teemtng with flsh. There was an abund-
ance of wine and medical comforts, and
large quantities of fuel of all kinds.
The stories that the Red Cross buildings

were wrecked by the Japanese fire are
admitted by reputable residents to have
been pure fabrications to excite sympathy.
All accounts agree In condemning the
majority of the officers, who feared the
failure of comforts more than of ammuni-
tion, and agree that no man ever held a
responsible command who leas deserved
the title of hero than General

•

A Reutei

15th Instant.

Replying to Earl Spencer, who had said

that he hoped the Government would not
lore any proper opportunity with other
Powers in trying to bring the present war
to a close. Lord Lansdowne, Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, said that any
Ill-considered Intervention was likely to

be fraught with the worst possible results.

It was, however, unnecessary to say that

ghould a favourable opportunity offer, his

Majesty's Government would avail Itself

thereof with alacrity.

Saturday, February IS///.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama pub-

lished In Tokyo on the 16th says that

on the 14th Instant the Japanese bombarded
Chien Sunmopaolze. causing a Are there,

when the Russian artillery In the vicinity

responded. On the night of the 13th about

a company of Russian Infantry advanced

to attack Waltaushansun, and at daylight

on the morning of the 15th a battalion of

the Russian Infantry advanced to the

same place, but were repulsed. Marshal

Oyama says :
—" The enemy, who ad-

vanced southwards along the Hun River

yesterday, took quarters in the vicinity of

Chlnkaosbl. posting advance guards at

Kashangtze (about 2% miles east of

Chlnkaoshi). Our detachment advanced

to the attack, whereupon the enemy began

to retreat. Our detachment pressed the

enemy to Helklko and Inflicted damage

upon them. The enemy posted artillery In

the vicinity of Okakwaho and protected

their retreat. The force of the enemy ap-

peared to be about ten troopa of cavalry

with guns."

According to a Russian official report.

General Stakelberg. Commander of the

First Siberian Army Corps, and also the

Commanders of the ,13rd and 36th Bast

Siberian Fusilier Regiments and of the

19th Fusilier Regiment, have all been

•

Admiral Kataoka, commander of the
third division of the Japanese fleet, and

his staff arrived In Tokyo on the 16th
Instant on a short vacation. The officers

were received at the Shlmbashl Station
by Admiral Baron Yamamoto, Minister
for the Navy

; Admiral Viscount Ito,

Chief of Naval General Staff, and a large

number of officers, together with repre-

sentatives of various public bodies. Ad-
miral Kataoka received an ovation as be
drove to the Navy Department, later, ac-

companied by the Minister for the Navy,
visiting the Imperial Palace, where he
was received In audience by the Emperor.

A Reuter s telegram of the 16th instant

stateB that the Third Baltic Squadron ha*

left Libau.

THE MISSING GERMAN OFFICER
FROM PORT ARTHUR.

ARREST OF CHINESE.

A telegram to the A««Ai, dated
Chefoo. 17th Instant, states thai Lieuten-

ant von Gllgenhelnib. the German naval
attache*, who by command of the KaJper

left Port Arthur some months ago,

and whose whereabouts has since re-

mained a mystery, 1b now believed to

have been murdered by the men in cnarge
of ttio Junk by which he left the port.

Three of the Ave culprits believed to be
concerned in the murder have been ar-

rested by the Taotal at Chefoo.

It will be remembered that a reward
was offered some months ago by the Ad-
miral In command of the German Squad-

ron In Far Eastern waters for informa-

tion of the officer, but without result.

CHINESE NEUTRALITY.

CHARGES AND DENIALS.

A Washington dispatch of the 26th ult.

says the most Interesting feature of the

correspondence between the United S'ates

State Department, the Russian Embassy,
and the Chinese Legation, relative to the

Russian allegations that Chinese neutral-

ity has been violated, Is a proposition

from Secretary Hay that the Russian

complaint should be considered by a con-

ference of the Powers, a suggestion

which thus tar has called forth no re-

sponse. Secretary Hay's answer to the

Russian complaint, after an assurance to

Count Casslnl that ho bad instruct?! the

l\S. Minister to China to expresn to the

Foreign Office In Peking the earnest hope
of the President that China would scru-

pulously observe her neutral obligations,
" any departure from which would seri-

ously embarrass not only China, but also

the Powers interested in limiting the

area of hostilities," proceeds :—
I willingly took advantage of this occa-

i
slon. as I have on similar occasions In
the past, to make proof of the frank and
loyal friendship which has always ex-
isted between our two nations. But I feel
that I ought, with the same frankness, to
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call your Excellency's attention to the

fact that the Chinese Government de-

clares with great earnestness that they

have constantly observed that strict neu-

trality In the present war which Is im-

posed upon them not only by their solemn
engagements, but bIbo by the very neces-

sity of their independent existence ; and
that the Government of Japan Insist that

they have kept and Intend to keep in-

violate the pledges they made at the be-

ginning of the war to respect the neutral-

ity of China within the limits then

agreed upon.

In his answer to Secretary Hay. Count
j

Cassinl makes light of the Chinese denial

of the Russian charges, which he says was
|

of course only to be expected, and he re-

fuses to have the responsibility placed on

Russia for maintenance of a one-sided

neutrality. The Ambassador says :
—

This denial of China is met by the Im-
perial Government with the presentation
of a full crop of facts, for the nm-- part

matters of public knowledge, which l be i

foreign representatives at Peking. those'

at least who wish to reach a conscien-
tious appreciation of the true condition of

thing*, cannot fail to know and to report
to their respective Governments.
The present aspect of the situation Is as

follows : On the one hand a seriei of acts
unquestionably contrary to tho neutiallty
of China and incited by Japan : on the
other, denials unsupported by any evi-

dence. 1 beg to take up. among the facts
cited In the Russian Memorandum, the
"Retshltelny " Incident at Chefoo. This
incident showed to the world what heed
Japan paid to the neutrality of

and the Inability or unwillingness of the

latter, intimidated by Japan, to force the

neutrality of which she had as-mmed the

obligations. The United States and Eu-

rope saw flt to close their eye* upon the

flagrant breach of neutrality of China, as

well as upon the deplorable attitude the

latter assumed on that occasion. Finding

encouragement in that attempt, both

China and Japan persevered in that ob-

jectionable course, which placed upon
Russia, scrupulously true to the promises

made, the necessity of noticing at every

moment the oncroachments of China, en-

couraged by Japan, upon the duties of

neutrality which had been imposed upon
her In her own interest and in that of

the whole world.
Russia surely is as mucb Interested as

the other Powers, and perhaps even more,

in the maintenance of the neutrality of

China, as long as this neutrality Is

strictly and loyally observed. Engaged
as Russia is In a serious war. it Is ob-

viously not to her advantage to com-

plicate the situation by creating addi-

tional difficulties, but It is impossible for

her to admit Tor an Instant that, while

she Is herself observing her duties of

neutrality. China. Influenced and intimi-

dated by Japan, may commit acts con-

trary to her neutral obligations and de-

trimental to the interests of Russia

Mr. John Hay In his next communica-

tion, dated January 23rd, 1905. advances

the proposition that an international con-

ference be called to consider the whole

subject or Chinese neutrality. This Note

say* :
—

I have given careful attention to

your Excellency's Note of the 18th
instant, in rejoinder to the Note ad-

dressed to you on the 17th. Your Ex-
cellency now Btates that the declaration

of China is met by the factH adduced by
the Imperial Russian Government as
matters of public knowledge, and you
specifically cite the case of the " Ret-

shltelny " at Chefoo as an instance of
the disregard of Chinese neutrality by
Japan and of the Inability or unwilling-
ness of China to enforce the neutrality

of which she had assumed the obliga-

It does not seem Incumbent upon me
to take up the question your Note seems
to present, touching the asserted Inac-

tion of the Cnltprl States and Europe. So
tar as the course of the United States
is concerned, the corrcsiwindenee ex-

hanged at the time shows that the seizure
of the refugee torpedo-boat In the port of
a neutral by one of the belligerents found
no encouragement whatever, while our
attitude when the " Askold " and her
companion vessels subsequently took re-

fuge at Shanghai was in full encourage-
ment of the efforts and eventual success
of China in enforcing neutrality.

The Interest of so many Powers being
deeply affected by the continuance and
observance of the neutrality of China,
and the solicitude for the maintenance/
of that neutrality anil Its observance by
both the belligerents having been so con-
spicuously manifested on many occasions,
the Government of the Cnlted States does
not at this moment feel railed upon to
express an isolated judgement or to con-

sider the adoption of an Individual course
of action looking to the observation of
that neutral status which we all desire.

The correspondence closes with a trans-

lation of the reply of the Chinese

Office to the Russian

Sunday. February V.)th.

rilHE Russians are now believed to be
preparing for a big offensive movement

against the Japanese right wing, the Rus-
sian strength in that direction having
been apparently greatly Increased. It Is

thought to te equal to six divisions, with

Wuehun as the base. The Russians are

now constructing elaborate telegraph and
other communications between Mukden.
Wuehun. and other centres. Tbelr left

wing extends for no less than about 112

miles east of Mukden, reaching to the

River Tongula, a tributary of the Yalu.

General Kuropatkln is reported to be at

Wuehun, but this Is not certain. Mid-

winter was entered upon last month, when

the troops were exposed to extreme cold.

At night the thermometer was frequently

30 deg. below freezing point, while mld-

u'ay showed but little rise of temperature.

Since the 5th Inst., however, the tempera-

ture has become more endurable.

after

Chefo.

there.

, and they will he sent to

as possible, and liberated

On the lCth Instant 117 persons from

Port Arthur arrived at Chefoo by a

transport. Most of them are

lncludin3 21 women and 13

children. There were bIbo one German,

three Indians and three Chinese. The

passengers report that there are about

2.600 wounded RiLislan soldiers at Port

Arthur, who are considered so badly

injured as to be Incapable of fighting

The Japanese Government has received

a telegram staling that the Not'oye

Vremyu, on the anniversary of the out-

break of the war, reviewed the events In

the past twelve months, and condemned

General Kuropatkln In strong terms.

The Editor wrote two articles. In which

he attributed the opening of the present

war, which had brought continued dis-

aster on the Russian arms, to the lack

of intelligence and foresight of Viceroy

Alexeieff, Count Lamsdorff, and Daron

Rosen In appreciating the strength of

Japan. The Editor also denounced Gene-

ral Stoessel and declared that the capitu-

lation of Port Arthur was premature.

•

Two Russian officers who were

wounded and 162 of the rank and file ar-

rived at Matauyama on the 17th instant.

" Yermak." The names of other

are not published, but they are believed

to consist of the battleship " Impcrator

Nicolai." the ironclads " Admiral Senia-

vlne," "Admiral Oushakoff," and "Gene-

ral Admiral Apraksln."

The Foreign Office Is in receipt of

confirmatory news that the Third Rus-

sian Pacific Squadron left I.ibau on Feb-

ruary 15th. The cruiser " Vladimir

Monomakh " is the flagship, and the

squadron la piloted by the ice-breaker

A petition has been filed in the Ho
of Representatives asking for the

Hon of Saghalien to Japan. The peti-

tion is signed by a prominent resident of

Hakodate, and is supported by

of other residents in that city.

THE SAMURAI'S SWORD.

STORY OF ENSIGN WATANABE.

Ensign Watanabe, one of the officers in

charge of the prisoners of war detained

at Ninosh Ima. near Ujlna, possesses a

Japanese sword which he values highly.

The young officer was wounded at Port

Arthur, in the battle of Namakoyama,

and on his recovery was transferred to

his present service. The sword is one of

the heirlooms of the family of General

Nogi. It has been handed down for gene-

rations, and was worn by the late Ensign

Nogi (son and heir of the General), who
was killed In the battle of Nanshan. Tho
sword came Into the possession of Ensign

Watanabe under dramatic circumstances.
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When General Falk and another general

officer were recently sent from Nlnoshlma

to Nagoya. Ensign Watanabe travelled in

the same compartment to Hiroshima.

Addressing the Ensign. General Falk eu-

logised General Nogl and spoke sympa-

thetically of the General's great loss, re-

ferring to his sons who have been killed

on the battlefield.

Ensign Watanabe then told how he

came Into possession of the sword. He
said that after the battle of Nanshan,
hearing that Ensign Nogl was wounded,
be hastened to where Nogt was lying in

the field hospital. Concealing his cmo
tlon. he asked the dying subaltern if

there was any message for his family

"Of course not," replied Nogl: "it la'

natural that a soldier should lose his

life. I have nothing that I wish to say."

Watanabe reminded the dying man of his

brothers and parents, when Nogi paused,

but soon spoke again, and said he had
no word to leave for his family. Con-

tinuing, he said wben he left Tokyo, his

father, after drinking farewell, gave him
the sword, a valuable heirloom, with the

command to fight until the sword was
broken and to die for his country. It was
his greatest regret that he was to die

before testing the edge of the sword.
" but." continued the Ensign, looking at

Watanabe, " I give you the sword, and
you shall raid the city of Port Arthur

instead of myself. My soul is In the

sword !
" Shortly after the young soldier

died with a smile on his face. Watanabe
carried the body on his back to the sum-

mit of Nanshan and there buried It

At the battle of Namakoyama, Wata-
nabe brandished the sword and cut down
two Russians. In this fighting he re-

ceived seven rifle bullet*, and when In

visited by the

ther of Ensign Nogl. who burst Into tears

on hearing of the death of his elder bro-

ther. The younger Nogl said he also re-

ceived a sword from his rather, and was

ready to die. A few weeks later he was

killed at the battle of mrs-metrc Hill.

On concluding his narrative Watanabe

Rays the Russian Generals were much

moved, and they asked Watanabe to

convey their deep sympathy to Baroness

Nogl.

THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY

OF CHINA.

SECRETARY HAY'S PROPOSALS.

The full text of Sec retary Hay's circu-

lar telegram to the Powers of January

lr.th. intended to ensure fie protection

of Chinese integrity, no matter what may
be the outcome of the war now in pro-

gress between Russia anil Japan, was mada
public In Washington on January 2Clh.

The telegram was sent to the American

Ambassadors and Ministers to Germany.

Austria, Belgium. France. Great Britain,

Italy, and Portugal, all n»utral Powers,

thus leaving Russia and Japan bound In

this respect only by their original pledges

given in the early days of the war. All

of the Powers addressed saw Belgium

and Portugal have replied to the Ameri-

can representations, the correspondence

showing them as " entirely agreeing with

the position taken by the Government of

the United States and declaring their con-

stant adhesion to the policy of the in-

tegrity of China and the 'open door* In

the Orient."

The text of the Secretary's note waa
as follows :

—

It has come to our knowledge that ap-

prehension exists on the part of some of

the Powers that in the eventual negotia-

tions for peace between Russia and Japan
claims may be made for the CPtMHlOO
of Chinese terrhory to neutral Powers.
The President would be loth to *hnre tills

apprehension, believing that the intro-

duction of extraneous Interc-.' < WTOUld
seriously embarrass and postpone settle-

ment of the controversies Involved in the
present contest In the Fai Ka-st. thus
making more remote I he attainment of
that peace which Is so earnestly to be
desired. For its part, the United States
has repeatedly made Its position well
known and is gratified at the cordial wel-

come accorded to Its efforts 'o strengthen
and perpetuate the broad policy of main-
taining the Integrity of Chlua and the

"open door" Holding these views the

United States disclaims any thought at

reserved territorial right! "»r control in

the Chinese Empire, and 11 is dee:r," 1

fitting to make this purpose frankly
known and to remove all app 1 ehrnsloii on
this score so far as concerns the poll' v < f

this Nation, which maintains so consider,

able a share of the Pacific commerce of

China ami which holds such Impoi 'an:

possessions In the Western Pacific, almo-i
at the gateway of China.
You will bring this matter to the notice

of the Government to which you are ae-

credited and you win invite the expres-

sion of It* views thereon.

CAPTIVE RUSSIAN STEAMERS
RENAMED.

On the Hth Instant Baron Yamamoro.
the Minister for the Navy, renamed three

Russian steamers that have been seized,

and placed them under the commission of

the Yokosuka Port Admiralty. The " Man-
churia." which was captured off Port

Arthur, has been renamed the " Kwanto-
maru "

; the " Fuplng," the " Chosen-

maru "
; and the " Manchuria." seized

at Nagasaki, the

TnestUiii, February 21*t.

MARSHAL OYAMA reports that on the

night of the lGth Inst, the Russian

heavy artillery In the vicinity of Hosoton

bombarded Kansantal and Uapatai. On the

17th the Russian field arttllery at Shaho-

pao and Banfongshan shelled Changllng-

tze and also an eminence south of

A Japanese officer in Tokyo observes

that the Russians facing the Japanese

right wing, since the battle of Ulaoyang.

have been much concerned for the defence

of their left wing. The Russians have

advanced to the front line troops fresh

from Europe, and their force in that posi-

tion probably exceeds 50.000. They appear

to be preparing for another attack on the

Japanese right wing. The Russian forces

now concentrated south of Harbin are

estimated at about 500,000.

The Asahi correspondent sends the fol-

lowing telegraphic dispatch over the

Shaho military telegraph line :—About
8.000 Russian cavalry, with 20 guns, have

shown activity on the right bank of the

Hun River during the past few days,

threatening a southward march through

the neutral territory of the Llaosl dis-

trict. According to the natives, the Rus-

sians contemplate a stroke again at the

rear of our left flank. Their cavalry

halted at a point about twelre miles

north-west of Kyoshlkuka, but realising

the difficulty of striking as they contem-

plated, they withdrew. A
tachment gave pursuit, and the

are now retreating northwards. The Rus-

sian artillery have been bombarding our

positions day and night, but without

causing any damage. The temperature

has risen of late, the highest reading of

the thermometer so far being 10

Centigrade below freezing point. The
health of our troops has not been Injured

by the cold, and all are In the hisi>:?t

spirits.

According to reports from Manchuria
received In St. Petersburg. General Kuto-

patkln has little prospect of checking the

advance of Marshal Oyama. and a feeling

of apprehension Is prevailing that Kuto-

patkin will meet with disaster. The de>

Blre for peace Is accordingly gaining

ground among the members of the Rus-
sian Government. General Grlppenberfr.

formerly Commander of the Second Array
in Manchuria, has arrived at St. Peters-

burg. This high officer left the field and
his duty In the midst of a gTeat crisis, and
It will be interesting to learn what was
his reception on arriving at the capital.

Digitized by Google



15S DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. [February 21st.

A special telegram to the Chronicle,

dated London, the 17th Instant, reads :—
It is reported that Russia is now seeking

to maintain the Manchurian army at the

strength or half a million men with the

object of exhausting the Japanese.

By the capture of the British steamers
" A|K>llo " and " Scotsman," laden with

contraband cargo for Vladivostok, the

underwriters suffer a loss of £111.000.

The total loss of underwriters as a
result of the seizure by the Japanese of

Wednesday, February ">liid.

4 JAPANESE correspondent with the

Second Army Corps sends an account

of the life of the troop* on the Shaho, He
says that since the battle of the Shaho
officers and men have lived In caves, first

because of the lack of houses, and

secondly because the caves afford protec-

tion from the shells which are being con-

tinually dropped by the enemy. The
caves first dug out were made In haste and

were too small, not allowing the men
cither to stretch their legs or to stand

straight up. The construction was gra-

dually improved, and to-day life In them

Is as comfortable as life In an ordinary

house. The caves of officers are In size

each four and a half mats, nine feet

square, and are provided with kotatsu.

The walls are covered with matting made
of millet straw. The roofs are high and

the whole Interior Is airy. With regard

to the men's caves they are warm and

admit plenly of light, many of them

being twelve feet square. Both officers

and men prefer the caves to Chinese

houses.

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama reach-

ing Tokyo on the 20th states that at

about 7 o'clock on that morning a com-

pany of the Russian Infantry advanced to

Boshln and fired at the Japanese position

for a short while, afterwards retreating.

On Sunday night the heavy artillery of

the Russians at Hosoton and a small force

of Russians near the Mukden road fired

at random throughout the day and night.

•

The British steamers " Sylvlana " and
" Powderham," which were captured by

the Japanese war-ships on the 19th, ar-

rived at Saseho on the 2l)tu.

Twenty-nine non-combatant Russian

prisoners, who had beeii released from

Matsuyama and other places, arrived at

twelve vessels since January 13th.

amounts to £800.000.

A Reutcr's telegram of the 19th Is sb

follows :

—

General Stoessel has arrived at Con-
stantinople en route to St. Petersburg.

Mysterious rumours regarding peace,

which it is Impossible to trace to any
direct source, have been constantly crop-

ping up during the last few days.

TWO MORE STEAMERS
CAPTURED.

The capture of two more British

steamers Is reported. One Is the " Powder-
ham " (4,187 tons) and the other the

"Sylvlana" (3.019 tons). The former
carried 4.000 tons and the latter 6.500

tons of Welsh coal for Vladivostok. The
" Sylvlana " was captured at noon on
Sunday, and the " Powderham " after

nightfall on the same date.

Kobe on Monday and were formally de-

livered to the French Consul. They were
lodged In an upper room of the Kencho
before going through the necessary for-

malities. They are now quartered at the

Wada Quarantine Station pending the de-

parture on the 26th Instant of the M.M.

steamer " CaMdonlen." by which they aro

leaving for

A Renter's leli

20th Instant.

The St.

Uaitv

highest dignitaries In Russia the convic-

tion is growing that It is In the vital In-

terests of the Government and the dynasty

that the war should be ended as soon as

possible.

General Grlppenberg, who has just re-

turned from the front, where he vacate.)

his command of the Second Manchurian

Army, has been favourably received by

the Tsar, and says that Influences are at

work to undermine the position of Gene-

ral Kuropatkln.

THE SITUATION ON THE
SHAHO.

A Peking dispatch to the Asahi gives

the following Mukden telegram, dated

February 16th. in regard to the situation

on the Shaho :

—

The scene of the two great armies which
have been confronting each other at close

quarters for months In the country ex-

tending from the Llao River on the west

to the hilly district on the Taltze River

on the east. Is striking in the extreme.

Such a grand spectacle Is almost unprece-

dented In the history of the world. At
some points the distance between the two
armies Is no greater than HO yards, their

lines of batteries running parallel. The
Japanese are confident that no Russians
will be allowed to encroach upon their

line of guard, while the Russians are

firm In the belief that their position is

as strong as that of their opponents. Thus
each Is waiting for the other to take the

offensive. The weather Is now becoming
warmer, midday being above freezing
point. In three weeks' time the snow
will begin to thaw, and during the melt-
ing process It Is anticipated that
the movements of both armies will
bo seriously hampered. Therefore, If
the offensive Is to be taken by either Bide
at an early date operations will undoubt-
edly be opened within a month, before the
thawing of the snow. Koju bill, which
forms the most Important strategical
point for the Russians, will probably be
the centre of the struggle of the two
armies. At Llnsblngpao (two miles west
of the railway) where the positions of
the two armies are within the closest dis-
tance, the Japanese have distributed
among the Russians printed circulars re
ferrlng to the Russian internal dlsburb-
ances and the happy lire of the Russian
prisoners In Japan. This led the Russian
commander to issue Instructions to tha
Russian outposts ordering them to shoot
down any Japanese who might attempt to
repeat such action under the white flag,
allowing no quarter. Social meetings be-
tween the Japanese and Russian officers
are continually taking place. At Lln-
sblngpao. where the positions of the two
armies are very near to each other, the
selections played by the Russian military
band are applauded by the Japanese, the
clapping of hands and cheering being dis-
tinctly heard In the Russian ranks. On
the 15th and 16th the Japanese heavy ar-
tillery fired upon Koju hill, sending forth
projectiles of a tremendous size. These
heavy guns were newly brought out by
them and will necessitate great changes
In the defence of (he Russian positions.
The prospect of Russian success is
said to be diminishing rapidly, and the
feeling of uncertainty is growing among
the Russian troops.

The Peking telegram adds that a for-

eigner who recently arrived from Mukden
stated that there iB no denying the fact

i
that the Russians are depressed In spirits.

|

General Kuropatkln establishes his head-

quarters In railway cars, apparently ready
to retreat at a moment's notice. This fact

Is assisting to Increase the demoralisation

among the Russian troops. Every Rus-
sian officer whom the foreigner In-

terviewed admitted that the fall of Muk-
den Is very close at hand. Tho defence
works are being strengthened with great
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Friday, February 24//t.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama states

that heavy Russian artillery has been

posted to the north of Shachatun, and that

on the night of the 20th the outpost of the

Into conflict north of

The Russians continued

to Are at Intervals at different Japanese

the day.

Ninety-nine Russian officers. Including a

General and 60 men at Matsuyama, who
have been ordered to be transferred to

Nagoya. left Matsuyama on the 21st In-

stant. Two hundred men also left Matsu-

yama on the same day for Fukuchl-

*
a •

A London telegram published In the

Anahi states that a somewhat confused

dispatch from General Kuropatkin con-

firms the report that a Russian detach-

was surrounded by the Japanese,

report states that General Kuropat-
kin is taking steps to relieve the detach-

ment, and that the Japanese drove the

Russians a distance of 12 versta.

*

The Russian third squadron, which
passed through Danish waters on the 20th

instant, consists of six war-shlpa and six

A letter from an officer (not a Russian)

lately with the Russian forces In Man-
churia, which has been received at St.

Petersburg, contains the following pas-

sages :
—

At the end of November everything
was most peaceful at the front, barring an
occasional skirmish in which Rennen-
kampff was usually to the fore. The truth

Is that both armies occupy such strong
positions that neither side likes to make
the sacrifice of the many thousands of
lives which an assault would entail. The
only movement likely to prove successful

would be a flanking one, and neither the
Russians nor the Japanese possess suf-

ficient preponderance of numbers to en-
able them to attempt this. According to

the Russian Intelligence both armies are
of the about the same strength, but the
Russian army In my estimation Is

stronger by several thousands. All the
Siberian reserves. Including the Gist

Division, have arrived, as well as the
whole of the 8th Army Corps and a divi-

sion of the Don Cossacks. Reinforce-
ments, moreover, are coming through re-

gularly. It takes about six weeks for a
corps to arrive from Russia. One Im-
portant new development Is that General
Mlstchenko has been given the command
of all the cavalry to be formed Into an
enormous division, Rennenkampff and
Samsonof. of course, retaining their pre-

sent cavalry commands. When I left

there was a grand total of 1,087 guns. In-

cluding two batteries of 6ln. mortars of

four guns per battery and two or three
bin. position artillery batteries. General
Kuropatkin told the military attache*
that any of them anxious to take a month
or two's leave could do so without fear of

missing a battle, and several did so.

Kuropatkin lives at Kuchiatye, a small
village on the Fu-shun line about an hour
and 15 minutes" ride from Mukden. The
private soldiers are sick to death of the
war. and are always asking when It will
finish. The army trusts rather in
numbers than In quality.

Supplies of all kinds are plentiful.
The Chinese In Manchuria have suffered
dreadfully from the war. Many have been
wantonly shot and bayoneted by the
soldiers when plundering, and the misery
to which these poor people have been
reduced Is Indeed a shame to civilised

nations. Famine among them Is to be
looked for In the cold weather. The Rus-
sians will not suffer ; they have all that
they want.

M. Krassnoff has sent to the Runiiki

InvaMe a very Interesting description

of the earth-huts or shelters which are

being need so much by the Russian troops

In Manchuria. Square pits, he says, are

dug in the ground at equal distances from
each other, and with their walls sloping,

as the frozen earth lends itself easily to

this work. The pits are 14 feet In length.

9 feet 4 inches wide, and 5 feet ]n Indies

deep. Entrance Is by means of steps cut

In the earth. The pits are covered In by
a roofing formed of branches of trees and
millet, of which the Commissariat had
laid In a great stock. The soldiers have
fixed up little brick-stoves In their huts,

and they rummage the villages In the

neighbourhood to find bricks ; a chimney-

pot made of sheet-Iron carries the smoke
out through the roof ; then a small bed-

stead Is fitted up to complete, the shelters

being used during the winter by the

troops. Still, a man who Is proud of his

quarters manages to add some little Im-

provement almost daily. In some of

these habitations there will be seen an
ikon In one corner and a mattress of

millet laid on the bedsteads, while on the

walls will hang the portrait of one of the

soldiers' heroes of the war, taken either

from the lid of a box of sweetmeatB or

from an Illustrated paper. The officers'

quarters are Just the same as those used

by the men, save that they are more
roomy, and are supplied with beds, while

the earthy floor Is covered with oilcloth,

and there may be a table which has been

taken from a Chinese house, and the table

Is adorned often with an inkstand,

writing-paper, and a framed portrait.

Sometimes there are a few stools roughly

made of wood.

A special telegram to the Chronicle.

dated the 20th Instant, reads :
—

General Grlppenberg has been severely

censured by the Tsar for his conduct In

vacating his command at the front and

returning

A Renter's message of the 21st la as

follows :

—

Reuter's correspondent at Port Louis

reports that seventy vessels of the Baltic

Squadron, Including colliers, were at

Nossl Be (north-east of Madagascarl on
the ICth Instant, and were lavishly buying

THE RUSSIAN PRISONERS AT
OSAKA.

soirncE of pkokit to Tin: Japanese.

The Osaka Uainivhi observes that there

are now about 24,000 Russian prisoners

In Osaka. Their rare may Involve trouble

to Japan, but It Is Indisputable that they

are a source of prosperity to the city of

Osaka. The Russians have plenty of

money, and the amount exchanged for

them Into Japanese currency at the Japan-
ese canteens is very considerable.

The prisoners' keep in food costs the

Japanese Government per bead 30 sen
a day. the total amount for 24.000 being
Y7.20O a day. equal to Y216.000 a month.
Although the shuho or canteen people
profit greatly, and are doing their best to

induce the Russians to purchase goods,
the officers In charge of the prisoners are
careful to prevent them from wasting
their money. The thuho complain against
this interference, contending that the
officers have no right to prevent the pri-

soners from spending their money. The
Mainichi says the coolies employed In the
Hamadera prisoners' depot are Indulging
In all sorts of dishonest practices. Some
of them offer their services to exchange
the Russian money and never return.
Others smuggle sake in small bottles and
sell it at 30 sen to 40 sen a bottle.

THE MURDER OF ATTACHES
NEAR PORT ARTHUR.

CONFESSION BY CHINESE.

The Chefoo correspondent of the A$aM
telegraphs that the Chinese who were
recently arrested by the Taotai of Chefoo
on suspicion of being concerned In the
murder of Lieutenant von Gllgenhelmb. of
the German Navy, and the French attache
hare confessed to the crime. They state
that on August 17th last they were hired
by the two officers to convey G>em from
Port Arthur to Chefoo In a Junk, receiving

•80. The Junk left Pigeon Bay on the
same day, but the weather becoming bad,
the Chinese declared that the boat must
be put back. The two officers insisted

that they must go on, and a dispute ended
In the officers being thrown overboard.
Many of the Russian refugees from Port
Arthur arrived at Chefoo In Junks, and

Tares In drafts payable at

It was on examining people of

Lalchau who cashed such drafts that the

murderers of the two foreign officers were
discovered. Their accomplices are now
being searched for.

Lalchau is noted as a haunt ot pirates.
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Saturday, February 25th.

~\I AUSUAL OYAMA reports that the Rus-

sians continued their bombardment of

diffprent points on the Japanese front on

the 21st. The Russians west of the rail-

way are active in constructing defence

work*
»

* •

A later dispatch states that on the

afternoon of the 22nd the Russian artil-

lery In the north-eastern direction of

the Shaho fired upon the Japanese posi-

tions.

At about I o'clock r.m. on the name day

15 Russian patrols dressed In Chinese

clothes appeared within 500 metres

north of Nlenkipao aad Dotalshl. They

were repulsed by the Japanese. Six Rus-

sians were killed or wounded, one of

them being an officer. The Japanese

suffered no casualties. Small force* of

the Russians came out at several points,

but all were repulsed.

The Captain and crew (42 In all) of

the British steamer " Apollo," which was

recently captured and is now being ex-

amined in the Yokosuka Prize Court,

were released yesterday, and arrived at

Yokohama.

A dispatch from Port Louis dated

February 21sl states that the Messagerles

Maritinics steamer " Melbourne " lauded

a quantity of goods and dynamite for the

Russian squadron on her way to Port

Louis. The "Melbourne" reported that

five Russian war-ships were at Jibutil and

thirteen at Diego Suarez.

A Russian correspondent at the front

reports that a detaciiment with two guns,

when pursuing some Japanese railway-

cutters on the 13th Inst., was surrounded

on the l«h by an overwhelming force of

Japanese. The detachment suffered heav-

ily, and lost one gun.

Dispatches received last week from

Russian correspondents, says a London
telegram, state that the Japanese are

energetically pursuing their sapping

o|>eratlons, breaking up the ground with

dynamite, or thawlug It with fires.

According to a recent telegram from

London to the X.-C. Daily Sewt. It Is

state! at Washington that the United

States has asked Russia for an explana-

tion of the fact that three officers of the

" Lena." which arrived at San Francisco

Iron; Vladivostok a few months ago aud

there dismantled, have violated their

parole and returned to Uussla. The
American Government Insists on the

officers returning to the United States for

detention as prisoners.

ami disappointment at the finding of the

North Sea Commission, which does not

discuss the question of the presence or

absence of torpedo boats among the Hull
trawling fleet at the time the attack was
made by the Baltlr Fleet. The Commis-
sion declares that Admiral Kohjcstvenaky

might legitimately have believed hia

squadron to he In danger, and was entitled

In the circumstances to act as he did.

The finding takes note of Russia's un-

dertaking to indemnify the victims.

The papers, in commenting on the find-

ing of the Commission, describe It as a
diplomatic victory for Russia.

THE PEACE HUMOURS.

OPINION IN LONDON.

A Reuter s telegram dated the 24th In-

stant reads :
—

The papers generally express surprise

A London telegram to tho Atahi states

that in London Reuter's dispatch refer-

ring to peace terms is regarded as

nothing more than a "feeler" to sound
the views within and without on the

question. It is believed the terms pub-
lished may be the extent of the conces-

sions likely to lie approved by the peace

party in Russia. In England, however,

the terms proposer! arc considered un-

worthy of acceptation. It is considered

Japan should have Saghalien and an
Indemnity.

The Time* declares that it la only a

real peace (hat Great Britain will sup-

port, and not a temporary truce, which

may contain the seeds of future troubles.

Sunday, February 207//.

IN a confused dispatch sent to St. Peters-

burg, says a telegTam of tho 20th

Instant appearing in the N.-C. Daily Xevcn.

General Kuropatkin confirms the report of

the surrounding of a Russian detachment.

He does not record the loss of the guns,

but mentions an attempt to save them.

The Japanese, it is staled, pursued the

Russians for twelve miles.

A London message of the 20th instant

states that It is semiofficially declared

that the charge of breach of parole against

the three officers of the Russian cruiser

" Lena." Interned at San Francisco, to

which reference was made In yesterday's

issue, must be a misunderstanding. So

far as is known, the officers bad not given

their parole to remain in American terri-

tory, and the local admlnlstiation could

not therefore oppose their departure. It

is believed, says the message, that Ihs

negotiations on the subject will result in

clearing up the matter to the mutual
satisfaction of

The Foreign Office In Tokyo denies the

authenticity of the report of peace terms

emanating from London. The Depart-

ment believes the reports were circulated

in the interest of speculators.

Major-Genera! Koizumi, who was ac-

cidentally Injured by a fall at the front,

arrived at Moji on the 10th instant In the

hospital ship " Yokohama-maru." The
General Is unable to walk without aid.

On arriving at MoJI, the General was
Interviewed by n correspondent of the

Xippan. Referring to the rbaracter of

Russian soldiers, the General said It

might be Imagined that they were undis-

ciplined, but when seen in actual ser-

vice such an estimation of them would
be entirely changed. They are a very

strong and obstinate enemy, and once

on the defensive in the trenches their

determination and elasticity are wonder-

ful. " Their behaviour at Port Arthur and

In the battles of

po confirmed my estimation." said the

General. - It is true, as generally alleged,

that the Russian rank and file are quite

ignorant and have no ability to act ac-

cording to their own Judgement as the

Japanese rank and file do, but the

strength of the Russian army lies in the

Ignorance of the men. They would act

with perfect Indifference and coolness

under fire as If they were Insensible to

the danger, and ara entirely at the com-

mand of their officers. But why.

then, are they always defeated ? That

Is due to their lack of education.

They endure hardships with utter in-

difference to a certain degree, but at the

last moment they give way, losing the

feeling or shame and patriotism. This

does not only apply to the men, but also

to the officers generally. The officers feel

that tbelr Government Is uselessly sacri-

ficing hundreds of thousands of lives,

,
and their determination Is weakened.

I

Under these circumstances there is noth-

' Ing surprising in the fact that the
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the Russian prisoner* declare that they

cannot see the reason why the Tsar and

his Government have ordered the war.

The spirit of the Japanese Is entirely

different. Officers and men alike feel that

the Russians must be cleared from the Far

Kast. Morever. the Japanese never forget

that RursIb was the leader of the three

Powers which compelled Japan to return

the Llaotung Peninsula. Japanese

eoldiers are generally edu-,atcd and are all

determined to die rather than to retreat

and bring disgrace upon their families.

It is only our spirit that enables us to

w in victories over the

THE CAPTURE OK
" WYEFIELD."

THE

According to the San FrancUra

Chronule. the British steamer "Wyefleld,"

which was seized by the Japanese off the

Hokkaido recently, had a large and valu-

able cargo of barley, oats, and hay for

Vladivostok. Our
gives the following particulars :

—
The " Wyefleld," under the command of

Captain Alexander Watson, left San Fran-

cisco on December 30th with a cargo con-

slating of 5C.OU0 centals of barley, 972

centals of oats, and 1,038 tons of hay for

the Russians. It was. however, not ad-

vertised by either the owners or the

charterer, Mr. Harry J. Hart, that the

destination of the steamer would be Vladi-

vostok, but this much was Burmised and

published at the time. The "Wyefleld"

left San Francisco for Comox. British

Columbia, and at the northern port refilled

her bunkers with coal and sailed thence

on January 6th, ostensibly for Mojl.

But the alert agents of the Japanese

Government apparently made short work
of ascertaining the real destination of the

steamer, and their report was forwarded

to Japan. The result was that the
" Wyefleld " proved an easy capture. In

fart, the torpedo-boats, gun-boats and
auxiliary cruisers In

to have nothing to do

but look out for and capture ve

for Vladivostok with bulging cargoes of

coal or merchandise, and the list of their

victims has already become large.

The " Wyefleld " Is owned by the West-

ern Fuel Company or this city and Is

valued at $135,000. She Is fully Insured

against capture, and the owners will

therefore lose nothing. The cargo, also,

was fully Insured, and so the Russians,

who may be In need of her cargo, are the

only parties that need feel any great dis-

tress over the failure of the steamer to

reach her destination. The " Wyefleld "

was purchased In July 1903 by the West-
ern Fuel Company from ber British own-
ers, and up to the time of her charter for

the present voyage bad been used as a
collier between Puget Sound and San
Francisco. She carries a crew of about
thirty-five men. She was built in 1898 at

Port Olasgow, and is 329.4 feet In length,

with a beam of 45.5 feet, and depth of
16.2 feet. Her gross tonnage is 3.235 ; net

7fettK/«.y, February 2Sth.

4 DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama
** states that at about 9 o'clock on Fri-

day morning the Russians net Are to the

village of Chonsnnmopaoue, and then

retreated to Kokatal, a mile east. On

the morning of the 2lth what was ap-

parently a patrol of officers appeared

north of Dotaitzo. but was driven away,

two of them being shot down. On the

afternoon of the 24th the Russian heavy

artillery flred upon Ldtagentun from

Hosoton. and the field artillery at

Erhtaltze fired upon Chlntanho. Accord-

ing to Intelligence received In Tokyo, the

Russians have constructed a railway be-

tween Mukden and Wushun. a distance

of about 28 miles. They have also laid

across the Hun River several lines of

light railway and are very active In

transmitting ammunition and provisions,

apparently with a view to

offensive on the left wing.

The Aaahi correspondent at the front

setiiin the following telegram through the

8h*ho military telegraph servlco :
—

The enemy at Chensunmopao fronting

the Right Wing Army Corps could not

withstand the bombardment of our artil-

lery, and retreated to the right bank of the

Shaho at noon on the 23rd instant, after

burning down the village. On the after-

noon of the 24th the Ochlal column as-

sembled at Klnshosan and occupied Tung-

chowen, Kosanton, and an elevation near

there under cover of night. It was about

9.30 o'clock wnen the Russian outpost

noticed the advance of the Japanese anil

fired, but the elevation was carried In

about an hour. In this action our casual-

ties were twelve rank and file killed and
wounded. Shortly afterwards, when the

moon was rising, the column at Tekitekl-

san occupied Yosenkaton. Judging from the

Bring the forces of the enemy in these two
directions were only a few companies.

The Russian casualties were small, one
non-commissioned officer being taken

prisoner. The enemy has now been

cleared from the left bank of the Shaho
In front of our Right Win*."

A special telegram to the Cftronickr

dated the 24th Insiant reads :
—

The J/ofin, of Paris, states that the

North Sea Commission, in Its report,

blames Admiral Rohjestvensky for con-

tinuing to Are on the trawlers after being

signalled, and also for not having at the

earliest opportunity notified the British

Government of what had occurred.

Another message of the 25th reads as

follows :
—

King Edward has denied that he has any
knowledge of peace negotiations between

Russia and Japan.

A Reuters telegram dated the 25th In-

stant reads :

—

Dispatches received in St. Petersburg
state that the Japanese made an attack on
Berenseff Hill on the night of the 23rd
Instant, but were repulsed. The attack
was, however, renewed yesterday, when
the Russians were forced to retire.

It is also stated that a desperate battle

Is proceeding along the whole front, the
result of which is as yet Indecisive.

General Sakharoff reports that a rail-

way bridge in the vicinity of Haicheng (?)

has been blown up. the result being that

the Japanese communications have
cut.

The Third Baltic Squadron has

Dover.

VESSELS WITH CONTRABAND.

carnaia by JAP.

The German steamer " Severus." 3,307

tons, carrying 3,900 tons of Welsh coal

for Vladivostok, was seized on the 24th

Inst, by a Japanese war vessel

Another German steamer, the " Romu-
lus," 2,640 tons, was seized on the

25th Instant while en route for Vladi-

vostok. Her cargo consisted of 3.005

of coal.
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Wednesday, March 1st.

vrARSHAL OYAMA reports that on Sun-

day 24 Russian guns In the vicinity

of Ltuglngtal, two and a half miles

north of Tltishan, fired upon Tokabun.

On Saturday nlgbt a small Russian force

advanced against the Japanese, but were

repulsed. On Sunday the Russian artillery

in the vicinity of Banfengshan shelled the

proximity of Yaotun, and the artillery at

red upon Lamotun. Bad

Is being

A dispatch to the Atahi yesterday states

that the Japanese who have been engaging

a Russian force since the 23rd at a point

about thirty miles north of Saimajl have

at last succeeded In carrying a strong Rus-

sian position at Tsinghocheng. This, as

indicated by Reuter. is on the south slope

of the Tallng

THE CAPTURES OF BRITISH

VES8ELS.

A PANIC AT LLOYDS.

Another telegram from the Shaho, pub-

lished yesterday, stated that on the 23rd

ultimo one of the Japanese Army Corps

attacked the Russian position extending

from the south of Tsinghocheng to the

east of Slaotlentxe near Kansho, which is

.0 miles east of Mukden. The Russian

was fortified with temporary

The left wing of the Japanese

advanced from the south-west and the

right wing from the east By 1 o'clock in

the afternoon the Russians were driven

northwards. Their force was about 17,000.

and their casualties are estimated at 2,000

In killed and wounded. The Ji

louses are reported as small.

In reference to General Sakharoff's

report that a railway bridge in the vicinity

of Halcheng was blown up, the result

being that the Japanese communications

were cut. It Is reported in Tokyo that

nothing has yet been heard of this by

the authorities. Halcheng is about 40

miles south of Liaoyang, and 12 miles

south-east of the old city of Newchwang.

Since the recent Russian raid in this

-direction, the Japanese guard there has

been very much strengthened. Lately the

Russians attempted to repeat their raid in

the vicinity of Halcheng, but they re-

treated on discovering that the Japanese

were quite prepared to receive them. It

is thought General Sakbaroff may have

by the commander of the

A special telegram to the Chronicle.

dated London. February 17th, stated that

by the capture of the British steamers
" Apollo " and " Scotsman," laden with
contraband cargo for Vladivostok, the un-

derwriters had suffered a loss of £110,000.

The telegram added that the total loss of

underwriters as a result of the seizure by
the Japanese of twelve vessels since

January 13th amounted to £800,000.

The latest London Journals reported

there was consternation at Lloyd's on
Saturday, January 14th. when the captures
of the " Lethington " and " Roseley " were
confirmed. The value of these two cap-

tures exceeded £100.000. and the whole
loss fell upon the underwriters of war
risk. There were at that time some fifty

vessels carrying contraband to Vladivo-

stok, and practically all those had been
covered against capture In Lloyd's. (Some
of those vessels have since been captured.)

It Is pointed out that even If a vessel Is

only temporarily detained the under-

writers have to pay. It is small wonder,
therefore, that a rush of reinsurance

orders followed the receipt of the bad
news. Many of the underwriters, In view
of the heavy premiums received from this

blockade-running business, and the lack

of claims upon the policies, had taken
very large lines during the past couple of

months, some of the companies Issuing

war risk policies for £5,000 and more
upon a single boat. The profits were
enormous, but now that those two claims

for the - Lethington " and " Roseley " had
come, every one was anxious to get rid of

the risks as soon as possible. In place of

the twenty guineas per cent, paid on con-

traband cargoes on Thursday, January

13th, seventy-five guineas was offered, and
refused. In the room on the following

Saturday morning, and at the close Vladi-

vostok war risks became almost uninsur-

able, no matter what premium was
offered.

From the Lloyd's point of view, things

were about as serious as they could be in

January, and the anticipation that a still

more serious condition of things was In

store has been realised by this time.

The underwriters at Lloyd's alleged

that the " Roseley " and " Lethington "

were following the most dangerous course

to the port. They consequently Issued a

circular letter to the brokers, stating that

unless shipowners Instruct their captains

to take the safest routes the underwriters

their liability. Lloyd s losses on the

" Roseley

about £70,000 on each vessel. Some
vessels were Insured for as much as

£140,000, and the underwriters, with
heavy commitments on these risks, were
trying to reinsure the risks. They were
offering as much as seventy guineas per

cent, to be freed from their obligations.

Insurances were effected on January the

15th on steamers bound from the Pacific

coast to Vladivostok with food. Th«
premiums rose during that day from forty

to fifty guineas per cent

FIGHTING ON THE SHAHO.

OFFICIAL REPORT.

The following I

ese Army In

the Imperial Headquarters on
25th and published yesterday :

—

" Between February 19th and 22nd our
detachment occupied Ishlkoku. Klntokoku
and the district on the left bank of the

Taltxe River and closed with the enemy,
and on the 23rd made an attack In the

vicinity of Tsinghocheng (about 30 mllea

east of Honkeiko or. the bank or the

Taltxe River). Owing to a heavy snow-

storm It was Impossible to see any dis-

tance ahead. In addition to this difficulty,

the field was hilly and the Ice in the Taltxe

River was thawing so that the movements
of the troops were seriously hampered.

At noon our second fighting line was
within a distance of 500 to 1,000 metres of

the enemy, when a severe attact

on the enemy's position. The i

sheltered by natural defences,

thened by fortifications the construction of

which had occupied months in completion.

A stubborn resistance was offered, and

the position could not be carried easily.

The attack was renewed at daylight on

the 24th, and at 10 o'clock we were so

close to the enemy that we had to fight

by throwing bombs. The <

withstand the

Uie front and the flank, and at last gave

way. and by 6 o'clock Tsinghocheng was

carried.

" The force of the enemy was about 16

battalions (a Russian battalion Is about

1.000) with about 20 guns. The Russians

burnt down the village of Tsinghocheng,

and retreated northward In disorder.

They left about 150 dead bodies on th«

field. Twenty-four prisoners, in addition

to three machine guns, about 200 rifles,

about 100,000 rounds of rifle ammunition,

maps, and telephone apparatus fell into

our hands.
" According to the natives, the Russians

killed or wounded, who were carried back,

speaking only of the number conveyed

through Tsinghocheng. exceeded 1.0(K

Judging from this, the

heavy."
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Thursday , March 2nd.

A TELEGRAM from the A*ahi correspon-

dent at the front says that on February

26th the Russian artillery advanced

he Japanese Army Corps, and

a heavy Are. but its effect was al-

most nil. only about a dozen of the Japan-

ese being hit During the night of the

26th. twelve or thirteen companies of the

Russian Infantry surprised the Japanese

positions at different places, a force of

artillery covering the operation. The at-

tack was repulsed in all directions, Fre-

quent conflicts of patrols have taken place

along the whole line. On the 27lh from

early morning till afternoon the

batteries at different points

on the Russians, who responded. This

Are seriously disorganised the Russian

left wing. Since the 24th Russians con-

tinued to surrender day after day. A
heavy snowstorm was experienced on the

26th, and the thermometer fell to 17 de-

grees below freezing-point at 3 o'clock in

the afternoon. At 4 o'clock on the morn-

ing of the 28th the reading of the

thermometer was 29H degrees below

A Tokyo dispatch says a detachment

of the Japanese facing the extreme left

Russian flank on the Shaho dlHlodged

the Russians who were occupying a posi-

tion at Tslnghocheng on February 24th

and took possession. Tslnghocheng Is

situated on the right bank of the Taltze

River. 25 miles north of Kansho. The
Russians, who were driven away from the

vicinity of Kansho sometime ago, then

occupied Tslnghocheng. Subsequently

they were reinforced, and formed the ex-

treme left of General Kuropatkln's army.

After evacuating Tslnghocheng the Rus-

sians retreated to Chlupingtal, which has

been fortified. The main force of the left

wing Is concentrated here. A body of

Russian infantry and artillery Is staying

near Macbuantze, apparently watching

for an opportunity to outflank the

Japanese right This force came from

Hinklng, a large city 70 miles north-east

of Mukden.

It is reported that the casualties of one
of the Japanese divisions engaged in the

battle on the 24th ultimo near Tungshan
were 8 officers and 240 of the rank and
file killed or

A telegram received at the Foreign
Office gives the following report of Gene-
ral Kuropatkln :—At 5 o'clock on the

morning of February 25th the Japanese
occupied Chlnkecueng (Tslnghocheng).

Details of our casualties on the 24th are

unknown. The wounded who have been
so far received in hospital at Sanlungyu
are 12 officers and about 300 of the rank
and file. The proportion of killed Is very

heavy. On the morning of the 25th one

battalion of Japanese Infantry advanced

to the Pahin Pass. S versts south-west of

Sanlungyu, and In the evening of the

same day the enemy's advance guards

approached the pass, where we are en-

trenched.

•

The public contributions towards the

War Fund up to January 31st since the

commencement of the war amounted to

¥2,158,518.

With regard to the recent Russian raid

the special correspondent of the Times

writes as follows :

—

It may be of Interest to study the

reasons which, doubtless, prompted the

Russians to select Old Newchwang for lb*

attack. Immediately after the Japanese
occupied Ylngkow they selected the town
of Old Newchwang, which stands upon a
navigable tributary of the Llao-ho. as the

most convenient base for the river trans-

port which tbey were organising. It Is

connected by two fair roads with Anshan-
tlen and Haicheng. being about 25 miles

from the former and 35 miles from the

latter railway supply depots. By Septem-
ber 15th a vast emporium of warlike stores

had been collected on the outskirts of the

town, and the Japanese were straining

every nerve to push Btores Into this centre

before the Liao-ho should become Ice-

bound. After the battle of the Sha-ho it

Is understood that the Japanese opened up

another river base nearer to Llaoyang, but
to all intents and purposes Old New-
chwang, to Judge from the preparations
made, was Intended to be the main base
for river transport The Llao-ho should
have become closed as a waterway to-
wards the end of November, so the
Japanese have bad practically seven weeks
to effect an exhaustion of the accumula-
tion at Old Newchwang. As these dis-
tricts are thickly populated and supply
ample means for local transport, there is

little doubt the bases on the railway have
absorbed the major quantity of the ac-
cumulated stores and material. But the
emporium was so large that If the Rus-
sians succeeded In occupying Old New-
chwang. they would be able to effect soma
damage both by burning the depot build-
ings and the residue of the stores, and by
the destruction of the carrying flotilla of
Junks which winter at Old Newchwang
In great numbers. Effective destruction,
however, would depend upon the duration
of the occupation. It Is practically certain
that the neutral zone has been violated to
effect this raid. The freezing of the Llao-
ho renders Old Newchwang vulnerable If
the neutral zone Is not

A Reuters
February 28th.

as sent a Circular Note to the

In which she declares that the

ese have violated the neutrality of

by appearing In rear of the Russian

army at a point west of the railway

PRISONERS OF WAR AT
MATSUYAMA.

riFWKas i-i visum kok attkmftino to

Two Russian officers at Matsuyama, a
Lieutenant and an Ensign, who recently

attempted to escape and resisted the police

who effected their arrest, have been

sentenced to exile (ryukei). The officers

arrived in Tokyo on the 27th ultimo, and

were at once sent to the

tlary. where tbey will se

The term of imprisonment Is

Friday, March 3rd.

MARSHAL OYAMA, In a report reaching

Tokyo on Tuesday, says a Russian bat-

tery on the eminence north of

* opened lire at 4 o'clock on
lng, but the Japanese did not respond. On
Monday night the Russian field artillery

near Sufanctal and the heavy artillery

near Wenshlngpao concentrated their fire

upon the Japanese outpost In the vicinity

of the railway bridge, and at about 11

o'clock five companies of Infantry ad-

vanced from both sides of the railway. A
detachment of the Russians charged the

Japanese trenches, resulting in fighting at

close quarters. The outpost, however,

made a stubborn resistance, and succeeded

in driving off the attack shortly after

3 o'clock. The Russians left 50 or 60 dead,

and a small number of men and a quantity

of arms fell Into the hands of the Japanese.

A Japanese officer Just arrived from

Port Arthur states that the sick and

wounded Russian soldiers In the hospitals

have been discharged at the rate of 300

or 400 dally. There are now about 700

men In hospital,

»

According to news reaching the authori-

ties In Tokyo, the
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" Romulus," which was recently captured

off the Hokkaido, struck a piece of float-

ing Ice and went aground 16 miles north

of Hachinohe, Aomorl prefecture, on Feb-

ruary 27th. The vessel's hull Is damaged.

•

A special telegram to the Chronicle

dated London, the 28th ultimo. U as fol-

lows :
—

The military correspondent of the

Times, in the course of an Important

article reviewing the events of the war,

describes the situation In the Russian

army as precarious. " Nothing that

human foresight and energy can provide."

says the writer. " can radically alter the

position except a crushing victory."

Regarding the Baltic Fleet, the writer

says :
" Whatever may be the fate of the

chief battleships. Admiral Rohjestvensky

Ib cursed with an escort of a great un-

wieldy and vulnerable convoy, rendering

free manoeuvres Impossible."

A Reuters dispatch dated London, the

1st Instant, reads :

—

The Japanese have captured Taling

Pass, which Is of the same Importance In

relation to Mukden as Motlcnllng was to

Llaoyang.

General Stoessel has reached Moscow,

where he Is the hero of the hour, his

hotel being besieged by crowds.

The General yesterday lunched with the

Grand Duchess Sergius. and afterwards

received a deputation from the Municipal

Council. Replying to an address of wel-

come from the Council General Stoessel

declared that it was his duty to surrender

the fortress at Port Arthur In order to

avoid a massacre, the Japanese having,

at the time of the capitulation, captured

all the Important forta.

General Stoessel left Moscow last even-

ing for St Petersburg.

THE FALL OV PORT ARTHUR.

TSAR'S ORDER OF THE DAY.

The Timet gives the following transla-

tion of the Tsar s Order of the Day to the

Army and Navy a fortnight after tho fall

of Port Arthur :—
Port Arthur has fallen Into the hands

of the enemy. The struggle for Its de-

fence lasted 11 months, and for over Beven
months the glorious garrison was cut off

from the outside world. Deprived of help
and without murmuring the garrison en-

dured the privations of the siege and moral
tortures, while the enemy continued to

gain successes. Unsparing of life and
blood, a handful of Russians sustained tho
enemy's furious onslaughts In the firm
hope of relief. With pride Russia wit-

nessed their deeds of heroism and the
whole world bowed before their heroic
spirit. The resources gave out, while the
onset of fresh hostile forces was constant,
and the garrison. Its deed of heroism ac-

complished, had to yield to superior
numbers. Peace to the ashes of the dead

i

and eternal memory to the never-to-be-

i forgotten Russians who perished In the

|
defence of Port Arthur ! Far away from
Russia you died for Russia's cause, filled

with love for the Emperor and the Father-
land. Glory be to you the living ! May

God heal your wounds and give you the
strength and the patience to bear your
sore trials !

Our enemy Is bold and strong, and
the struggle with him at a distance of
10,000 versts from the sources of our
strength Is Indescribably hard. But Rus-
sia is powerful. In the thousand year*
of her life there have been still harder
trials, still more threatening dangers.
Every time she emerged stronger and
with fresh power from the struggle. Our
failures have been severe. While we
lament our losses we will not allow our-
selves to be led Into distraction. With
all Russia I trust that the hour of victory
will soon dawn, and pray to God that
He may bless my dear troops and fleets

in order that, united, they may over-
throw the enemy and uphold the honour
and glory of Rusnla.

The Emperors Order of the Day has
confirmed the impression that tho Govern-
ment Is determined to pursue the conflict

with Japan to the bitter end—to final

victory or final disaster. This resolution,

says a correspondent, is applauded by the

war party and deplored by the advocates

of peace and reform, who are sedulously

preparing to renew tbelr campaign.

STEAMER AND CONTRABAND
CONFISCATED.

On the 1st Instant the German steamer
"Veteran." recently captured, was de-

clared a lawful prize by the Saaebo Prize

Court. Her cargo, which consists of

winter clothing, provisions and medicines,

6.920 packages in all. was also declared

lawful prlre.

Saturday, March \th.

JAPANESE correspondents say that de-

tl tachmenls of the right wing have been

barrasslng the Russians for several days

past despite the cold and the bad features

of the ground. The Russian positions

were carried one by one after a stubborn

defence. In this fighting the Russian

casualties are estimated as at least three

thousand, and over a hundred men were

prisoner, with machine guns, rifles,

&c. On the 28th ultimo the Rus-

batteries all along the front fired

continuously, especially during the night,

but only small damage was done. Near

midnight some five companies of Russian

infantry engaged the Japanese outpost

near the railway, but were repulsed with

the loss of 60 dead, several men taken

prisoners. &c. The Japanese lost less than

fifty In killed and wounded.

In a report received in Tokyo on Thurs-

day, Marshal Oyama says the Japanese

have secured near Tsinghocheng (the

scene of the recent fight) some three

hundred koku of beans, 5,000 slabs of bean

cake, and ten koku of crude Bait. Marshal

Oyama also makes the usual report of

the manoeuvres of skirmishing parties.

which as published by the War Office are

too meagre to follow with Interest.

•

The Paris edition of the Jr*«0 York
Herald received Interesting particulars of

General Mlstchenko's recent cavalry raid

from Its war corresporfdent. Mr. Francis

Mi-Cutlogh, who says that he was the only

foreigner who accompanied tho expedi-

tion. Mr. McCulloghs telegram sayB that

General Mlstchenko crossed the Hun River

on the 8th January "at the head of an
enormous cavalry force, which swept

southwards In three columns commanded
by Generals Samsonoff. Abramoff, and
Tyeleschoff." He desrribes the move-
ments of the force, which up to the 11th

January Included several unimportant en-

counters with small bodies of Japanese

troop* and Chunchuses. and the capture

and destruction of transports, stores, and

part of the railway lelegraph and tele-

phone lines, as well as a bfidge. Its ap-

proach was signalled in advance by burn-

ing houses set on Are by the retiring

Japanese. On the 12th they reached a

village near Ylngkow station, where mili-

tary stores worth 9.000,000 roubles were

by only a few hundred Japanese.

After 4 o'clock they attacked the station

itself, which waa defended by 1,000 men,

most of whom had Just arrived by train.

" Our six batteries opened a brisk Are.

and there were cannonading quite like a

big battle. The Japanese were well In-

trenched, and their fire was heavy and
accurate. lacking bayonets, our men
could not approach. The buildings near

the station caught fire. The attack con-

tinued for a short time after dark, and

(hen General Mlstchenko. fearing he would

havo too many wounded on his hands,

retired in good or-Ier. A larKC Japanese

forrp from Halcheng has been sent for the

purpose of rutting off General Mlstchenko,

hut he will succeed In returning. . . .

The Japanese must have worked with

extraordinary energy to repair the line,

or else the Cossack reports of the damage
they did are exaggerated. The battle

simply proved again the helplessness of

cavalry against intrenched Infantry. Only

1.000 Russians took part in the attack,

the rest making a feint to the right. . . .

On Saturday at daybreak General Mist-

rhenko shelled the Japanese who were
following him, and he Is now marching

rapidly to the north. He will be in safety
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A Reiner's dispatch of the 1st instant is

as follows :—
Telegrams received from Russian and

Japanese sources report sharp fighting In

the vicinity of the Shaho railway bridge,

in which both sides claim to have had the

advantage.

THE SEIZURE OF THE
" ROMULUS."

The officer In command of the Japanese

warship which captured the German
steamer " Romulus " reports as follows:—

At daylight on February 26th two
steamers were sighted off the eastern
point of the Tsugaru Straits proceeding
westwards. Upon examination one of
them was found to be the German steamer
" Romulus." bound for Vladivostok with
3.500 tons of Welsh coat. She was seized
and sent on to Yokosuka In charge of
three officers and 24 men. She had re-

ceived damage to her bottom from floating
ice when passing the Urutaubu Channel
and was making water at the rate of
about 20 tons per hour. The steamer
proceeded on her course for Yokosuka
with the pumps at work. She was fitted

with an automatic pump. But the
became tinnavigable. and her crew was
taken on board the war-ship and sent to

Yokosuka. The extent of the damage to

the steamer has not
yet

PRISONERS OF WAR AND
THEIR PAY.

APPLICATION OF THE RUSSIAN

GOVERNMENT.

Recently the Russian Prisoners of War
Bureau at St. Petersburg, through the

French Minister at. Tokyo, asked the

Japanese Bureau of Information to take

charge of a sum of money intended for

the Russian prisoners In Japan, and to

pay the money to the men according to

telegraphic instruction*. The Russian

authorities proposed to remit a certain

lump sum. in order to save trouble and

expense. The Japanese authorities de»

' dined to enter Into any such arrangement,

< pointing out that the Russian prisoners

i
numbered tens of thousands, and, besides

the allowance made by Japan, each man
received a fixed amount each day through

the French Legation, In addition to sums
Bent by relative** In Russia, while many
prisoners are remitting money home. If

the Japanese were to undertake the re-

sponsibility suggested, accounts would

have to be kept of all moneys paid out

and receipts sent to the Russian authori-

ties. Since the fall of Port Arthur and

the arrival of many prisoners in Japan,

the Japanese Bureau has been heavily

pressed with work, which does not permit

of any additions, especially the work pro-

posed by the Russian authorities, which
is outside the province of a Bureau of

information Concerning Prisoners of

War. Moreover, should any misunder-

standing take place between the

Japanese and Russian authorities. It

would necessitate direct communication
and perhaps Involve much discussion be-

tween the two Governmnts. it Is expe-

dient that any such direct communication
between the Government offices of the

belligerent parties should for the

be avoided as far as practicable.

Sunday, March ~>th.

\ CCORDING to newB received in Tokyo
'* on Thursday night. General Kuropat-

kln's left wing, which is being pressed by

General Kuroki, shows a disposition to

make a counter-attack. Great activity

along the whole front of the Shaho army
was manifest on the 2nd. and It was then

thought that a battle of almost unpre-

cedented dimensions would take place

shortly.

It Is reported that a fourth Russian

Is now being equipped for the

destruction of the Japanese. A
telegram received in Tokyo states that the

MVwm Vremya publishes a Kronsladt dis-

patch to the effect that a fourth Baltic

squadron Is being organised to consist of

the following vessels :
—

BATTIESniPB.
Tons.

'Slava" 13.516

"Alexander II " 9.927

Tons.
" Pamyat Azova " 6.675
" Admiral Korniloff " 5.SO0

"Asia" 2.500

(HrxBtam
Tons,

" Abrek " 534
" Volvoda " 400
" Vsadnlk " 400

In addition there will be four destroyers

and two transports attached to the squad-

ron. The " Slava " is quite a new vessel,

having been launched In 1903. On the other

hand, the " Imperator Alexander II." la

old. heing launched In 1887. The " Pam-
yat Azova." a cruiser of 6,700 tons dis-

placement, was launched in 1888, and will

perhaps be remembered as the war-ship

which brought the Titar to Japan when as

Tsesarevltch he paid a visit to this country

In 1891. The "Admiral Korniloff" was
launched in 1887, and the " Asia " Is an
almost obsolete type of vessel of iron,

built more than thirty years ago (In

1874) at Philadelphia. The gunboats
" Abrek." " Volvoda," and " Vsadnlk " are

comparatively modern, being built in 1896,

1892, and 1893 respectively. Altogether
the squadron Is a composite lot, which will

scarcely arouse much anxiety I

A special telegram to the Chronicle,

dated London, the 2nd instant. Is as fol-

lows :—
The Time* states, on what It alleges to

be excellent authority, that a War Council

will meet In St. Petersburg about the 5th

instant to consider the recall of General
Kuropatkin from Manchuria.

The Grand Duke Nicholas In mentioned
as likely to succeed to the chief command
of the Russian forces in the field.

THE SURRENDER OK PORT
ARTHUR.

DR. MORRISON'S VIEW

During the last few weeks there have
been various references made to the

opinion which Dr. Morrison, the Times
correspondent at Peking, formed of the

surrender of Port Arthur. By the mall ar-

riving at Kobe yesterday, the Issue of the

Time* containing Dr. Morrison's telegram,

dispatched after a visit paid to the fallen

fortress, has duly reached us. and we
therefore reproduce the article as It ap-

pears In the London journal. It is per-

haps scarcely necessary to point out that

Dr. Morrison Is a man of strong prejudices

and is much biassed against Russia and
Russians. According to his view no good

thing can possibly come out of St. Peters-

burg. It is well to bear this In mind when
reading the following article, but. even
so. and with all allowances due to pre-

judice, the Indictment of General Stoessel

is very serious :—
By favour of the Japanese Headquarters

I have been permitted to visit Dalny and
Port Arthur, and have Just returned to
Peking. I witnessed the chivalrous
courtesy with which the Japanese treated
the Russian prisoners, was present at the
triumphal entry Into Port Arthur, and
Joined In the service in honour of the
heroic dead. I was allowed much freedom
of movement, and was shown the formid-
able forts ; I wandered through the town
of Port Arthur : and. in the company of
the brilliant officer who commanded the
Naval Brigade of the besieging arrav and
is now dockyard superintendent. I was
taken In a steam launch to every wrecked
ship, both In the harbour and across the
entrance.
No one who has not seen all this ran

form any conception of the stupendous
strength of the positions held by the Rus-
sians, or of the incredible heroism dis-
played In the capture of the forts. Port
Arthur was stoutly defended by the Rus-
sian soldiers, and for Ions the resistance
was splendid : but the death, on December
ISth, of General Kondratchenko, who ni
responsible for the plan of defence, was as
disastrous to the morale of the garrison
as the death of Admiral MakarolT was to
that of the fleet.

No foreign officer can explain the rea-
son for the rapllulatlon. Want of men
certainly cannot explain it. Surgeon-
General Balashoff. when discussing the
terms of surrender, affirmed that, of the
garrison of 25.0on. only 5,000 were effec-

tive, the remaining 20.000 being sick and
wounded in hospital. General Stoeasel rr-
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duced the number to 4.000 effective, de-
claring that the hardships had been so
intense that only 28 aUlcere remained un-
acatbed. Yet the Japanese found in the
fortress more than 25.000 strong, able-

bodied soldiers capable of making a
sortie. They were well-clad and well-

nourished, and Included several hundreds
of unscathed officers. Only 200 Russian
officers are believed to have been killed or
wounded during the siege. In the hospital

there were 14,000 rases from all classes of

the population, but only a small propor-
tion were wounded. Many of them were
•uttering from minor ailments, such as

rheumatism or scurvy, and there were
many malingerers, especially among the

officers.

Nor was failure of ammunition the

reason for the surrender j for the first In-

dication which the besiegers had that the

fortress would fall was the reckless

throwing away of small-arm and gun-fire

ammunition, which was aimlessly dis-

charged from all the defences throughout
two days. Yet. in spite of this, and In

spite of the ammunition thrown Into the

harbour, large quantities remained.

Three magazine* bare been exploded ;

but the largest magazine of all, that la
the torpedo depot south of the western
harbour, has not been touched, and Is full

to the roof of all kinds of ammunition for

the naval guns.
Scarcity of food, again, could not have

been the reason for the capitulation ; for

there was ample food for three months,
even If we assume that the supplies would
not be replenished by Junks from the
mainland. The waters teem with fish,

and there were 2,000 horses In fairly good
condition. No private stores had been
commandeered. One large building In the
Naval Dockyard contained 6.000 tons of

flour untouched, most of which had re-

cently been landed from the British

steamer " King Arthur "
; and many pri-

vate stores were full of provisions. There
was also abundance of champagne and
other wines and medical comforts. In

one store alone more than 4,000 dozen
bottles of vodka were looted by the gar-

rison on December 31st.

Cold could not have been the reason for

the surrender ; for the weather was mild
and the troops were well-clad with an

abundance of warm clothing, while in ad-
dition there were large quantities of fire-
wood, stacks of briquettes, and an im-
mense amount of woodwork and scaffold-
ing on large numbers of buildings which
were under construction. In addition
there were stacks of coal near the rail-
way and In private houses, and 70.000 tons
In the dockyard alone. Including more
than 32.000 tons of Cardiff coal In the
large coal-sheds,

Finally, want of shelter could not have
been the reason of the surrender. I know

! Port Arthur well, having been there four
times in the year preceding the siege, and
this Is the result of the bombardment.
Practically no buildings In the whole of
the New Town are Injured, nor has any
Injury been done to the fine barracks In
Torpedo Bay. No buildings from the
dockyard eastward to the sea have been
damaged. The Japanese, with rare
humanity, directed their Are on the docks,
workshops, and the ships In the harbour,
wasting little ammunition on the build-
ings. It Is true that the Old Town be-
tween the eastern end of the railway and
the engineer's residence and the creek

LIEUTENANT-OENERAL UETA.
Commander of (he ith Jnixmese Division.

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL OKUBO.
CommsDder of the »th Japnneoe DMnlon.

-was subjected to a severe bombardment
;

but, even In the midst of the destruction.

Clarkson'8 offices and other buildings re-

mained habitable. Only two shots struck
the Viceroy's bouse, Inflicting trifling

damage, while one shell exploded near the
church. Oeneral Smirnoff's and General
Stoessel's residences and many others
round about are entirely uninjured. Prac-
tically no damage has been inflicted on
any of the many large buildings. On the

road to tbe racecourse there was much
destruction, especially at the end of the
street which leads to the quay and In

which the offices of the Sovi Krai are.

Altogether the number of damaged build-

ings Is so small, especially the number of

Inhabited buildings, thai the success uf

the Japanese fire could not have been the

reason for surrender. Many buildings are
marked with the Red Cross ; but In only
one could I And any appreciable damage,
the hospital which hi In an expored posi-

tion above the railway and In a direct

line with the dockyard being struck by
one shell. Stories about the Bed Cross
buildings being wrecked by Japanese Are

are admitted by reputable residents to be

j
pure fabrications spread to excite
sympathy.

In the harbour three hospital ships are
lying, tbe " Angra." the " Karolan," and
the " Mongolia." The first, when sur-
rounded by war-shlpB which were seeking
the protection of Its emblem, was struck
by one shot, causing her bow to be de-
pressed some feet. She is in no danger
of sinking, and the others are unscathed.
Many steamers, dredgers, and torpedo-
boats were sunk In shallow water, and
can be raised without difficulty. The old

j
docks can easily be repaired, and the new
docks, which are under construction, are

J

uninjured. The dockyard and workshops
!
were severely shelled, but much valuable

' new material is uninjured. The " Bayan "

Is lying on her side In the Bast Dock and
can be repaired, as certainly can the
" Poltava," the " PereBvlet," and probably
the " Retvlsan." The " Pobleda " and the
" Sevastopol " are in a hopeless condition.

The prospect of repairing the others is

uncertain. Nearly all these ships were
sunk by their own officers ; yet they had
men. food, ammunition, guns, and

sufficient steam coal to take them back
to Russia.
Never was there greater demoralisation.

The condition of tbe population, aa wit-
nessed by (he foreign officers, was In so
wise deserving of commiseration. The
civilian population suffered insignificant

Injury. There were 500 women In the

town. Including 50 prostitutes. Tbe Junk
service was continuous, junks constantly
arriving throughout the siege with fresh
provisions, sometimes 50 In one day.
Many Chinese who remained In the town
declared that they were well and con-
siderately treated. There were some Sikhs
also, who will have strange stories to tell

of Russian incapacity.

All a counts agree In condemning
General Stoessel. who. if he had not been
checked by the resolution of General
Kondratchenko, would have capitulated
weeks tefore. All accounts agree In con-

demning the majority of the Russian
officers, who had more fear of the failure

of other comrorts than of ammunition.
All accounts praise the courage of the

Russian rank and Ale. who were In too

many cases shamefully commanded by
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their officer*. All accounts agree that no
man who ever held a responsible com-
mand less deserved the title of
General Stoessel.

Those who have witnessed the
of the fortress, contrasting the evidence of
their eyes with the astounding misrepre-
sentations of General Stoessel. had their
sympathy turned into derision, believing
that no more discreditable surrender has
been recorded In history.

Had the Kaiser waited until he had re-
ceived the reports of the German and
other military attaches, he could never
have conferred the Order pour le Merlte
upon General Stoessel.

With reference to the charge* made
against General Stoessel, It Is Interesting

to learn that he first became aware of

them at Colombo. A most Interesting

description is given in the Timet of Ceylon

of the arrival of the mm " Australien,"

with General Stoessel and staff on board,

at Colombo. A representative of the

journal named was commissioned to ob-

tain an Interview with the General. Dis-

covering that General Stoessel spoke no

English, the Pressman made friends with

his Aide de-Camp. Lieutenant Nevelskoy.

who consented to do his best, but sub-

sequently conveyed the Information that

the General had nothing to say. Then the

interviewer had to use the special arrow
he had kept in reserve. He produced the

telegram briefly summarising Dr. Morri-

son's dispatch to the London Timet, which
had been dispatched since the departure

of the " Australien " from Japan. It was at

once realised by the officers that, emanat-
ing from such a source, the dispatch could

not be dismissed, and the representative

of the Times of Ceylon gives an Interest-

ing description of how the A.D.C. first

showed it to Major-General Relss, Chlef-

of-Staff. and translated It word by word,

and with what diffidence they subsequently

submitted a message to their Chief which
virtually charged him with cowardice.

The General told the A.D.C. to deny the

statement In Its entirety. " In the first

place," said the Lieutenant, " the General
says the statement is absurd and utterly

incorrect, and. moreover. It Is Important
to note that no facta In support of such a
grave charge are given. How can I reply

to such an accusation except to deny It ? "

The General subsequently instructed his

Chief of Staff to give any Information

about the siege that was asked for.

THE SITUATION AT THE
FRONT.

GREAT BATTLE BEGIN.

Oyama.

OFFICIAL ItEPOKTS.

A general at the front has

at

A dispatch from Marshal
celved at the Imperial Headquarters on
the 2nd Instant reads as follows :

—
" The Russian force facing our detach-

ment In the direction of Hlnking appears
to be gradually increasing.

"Our detachment In the direction of

Honkeiko has carried the enemy's posi-

tions on the eminence east of Koutalllng
and In the vicinity of Changkou.
"In the direction of the Shaho, the

enemy In front of Waltaushan made a
night attack on a small scale, and the

enemy on the left bank of the Hun River
tried a counter-attack on a large scale on
the district extending from Chlntanho to

the Hun River. All the attacks were re-

pulsed.

" The enemy at Changtan and Sufangtal

has been driven away."

' The enemy facing our detachment In

the direction of Hlnking made repeated

counter-attacks, which were all repulsed.
" Our column in the direction of Hon-

keiko has driven the enemy back to their

principal line of defence, and a great
battle Is now in progress.

•' East of the railway in the direction of

the Shaho we have taken Hou Sunmopaotze
and an elevation north of Tungchatun.
Desperate fighting Is now in progress
there. A battalion of Russian Infantry at-

tempted to enter Shangwafang from

" West of the railway we are pressing

the enemy north-eastwards, destroying his

auxiliary defence works as we advance.
Our detachment has driven the enemy
from Talmlngtun and Slnmlntung (on the
Liao River, 37 miles north-east of Chang-
tan, and about thirty miles west of Muk-
den). We have captured a quantity of

at the latter place."

As stated in a recent dispatch from Mar-
shal Oyama, a Japanese detachment In the

direction of Hlnking. which occupied
Tsinghocheng (north of Kansho). Is ad-

vancing northwards. A Russian force of
not less than one division, wfth a strong
force of artillery. Is remaining at Chu-
plngtal. on the Wushun road, and
Machuantze. to the east thereof. The
Japanese detachment Is now attacking the

outpost of the Russian force at Chuping-
tal and Machuantze. In the direction of
Honkeiko and west thereof the Japanese
have made an incessant attack during the

past few days, and great development In

these operations Is <

Tuesday. March Itit.

fpHE news of battle received during Sun-
A day and yesterday was sufficiently In-

forming to show the extent and degree of

the fighting now In progress. General

Kuropatkln In a few words conveys an Idea

of the desperate nature of the attack on his

left, which Is confronting General Kurokl.

The Japanese, says the Russian Com-
mander-in-Chief, are making ramparts of

the dead. The words convey the impres-

sion that they are telegraphed to SL
Petersburg with the view of preparing the

Russian public for the worst. An enemy
so desperate and determined as to use the

bodies of their dead in such a way Is evi-

dently no ordinary foe. General Kuro-

patkln also admits a Japanese success at

one point, but says other attacks on his

lert have been hurled back again and
again. It Is possible that Marshal Oyama
refers to the same engagements when he
says the " enemy in the direction of

Hlnking Is still making a stubborn stand."

In other parts of the field the Japanese
appear to have progressed In their ac-

customed steady and apparently irresist-

ible manner. West of the railway they

are now within twelve miles due west of
Mukden, the force there being evidently

that which was recently at Sinmlntlng.

To accomplish this a great detour has
been made, because the Russians have a
strong force Just above the Shaho west
of the railway. This body, the right wing.

Is now being driven back step by step by
the Japanese, and If unable to hold its

own must fall back on the centre. The
object of the Japanese appears to be to

drive the enemy back on his centre and
close In to the north, cutting off Kuropat-
kin's retreat. The Japanese front Is es-

timated to be of the enormous length of

ISO miles, and the Japanese strength to

accomplish what Is evidently their object

must of necessity be much greater than
that of the Russians.

In considering the position of the

the Nippon observes that the Japanese
force which marched from Kansho on
February 19th formed Into two columns
and advanced on Tsinghocheng and
Machuangtze. the base of the extreme left

wing of the Russians. These points were
carried on February 24th. Subsequently
the columns penetrated the pass of Tallnc
and are now pressing the Russians In the

vicinity of Chluplngtal and other places.

Chluplngtal Is 27 miles south of Wuchun.
and a strategical point at the Russian
rear. Wuchun Is in fact a most vital part

of the Russian defence In protection of

the left wing. Its loss would be a heavy
blow. The Japanese are within thirty

miles of this point and are now fighting

towards It. Should they be successful the

Russian retreat may be cut off, and Gene-
ral Kuropatkln, If unable to break the

attack at any place, must confine himself

to a desperate defence in the region of th«
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Shaho, his enemy north, south, east, and

It appears that a large Japanese

ultc Independent of the force at

Kansho. has suddenly presented Itself on

the flank of the Russian lert, below

Hingking. at which the Russians are be-

ttered to have been taken by surprise.

From Slnmlntlng on the west, Hinking

in i he east, and from many points in the

southward circle the Japanese are closing

In. and even now are driving the Russians

Dark from the defences they have been

four months in preparing. If General

Kuropatkln finds himself compelled to re-

treat. It will apparently be at a terrible

sacrifice. Ills success almost wholly de-

pends upon the strength of his left wing,

opposed to which we heve reason to think

there Is an overwhelming force or Japan-

ese, such as the nature of the operations

THE JAPANESE ADVANCE.

OFFICIAL REPORTS.

The Russian transport " Sungari," which

was raised at Chemulpo and brought to

Nagasaki, where she was repaired, left

that port on Saturday last.

• •

A telegram from KupanUe to the A»alti

states that a detachment of Japanese

entered Slnmlntlng on the 2nd instant.

A Reuter s telegram dated London, the

6th Instant, la as follows:—
General Kuropatkln. in a report sent lo

St. Petersburg, reports the loss of part of

the Uaotullng (Kaotlllng) defences during

the fighting on the 2nd Instant. The at-

tack was continued on the following day.

the fighting on the left flank being gene-

rally the most severe. Desperate attacks

made by the Japanese, says the report,

were repulsed again and again. In some
the enemy made rampartB of their

id. Over twenty Japanese bat-

talions were repulsed yesterday at

Kandolisan with terrible loss.

A later dispatch reads :—
The Japanese have gained a signal

victory beyond the Hunhn. defeating in

detail two divisions of the HJtb Corps,

recently arrlveil from Kurope. with great

slaughter and rapturing huge quantities

of ammunition.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama. received at the Imperial Head-

quarters on Saturday, was published on

Sunday :
—

•' Direction of Hlnking.—Our detach-

ment in this direction pressed the enemy

a few days ago to the vicinity of Tlta (15

miles south-east of Wuchun) and Machun-

tan labour fifteen miles south of

Wuchun). and fighting Is now In progress.

•' Direction of the Shaho — Last night

(Hrd) the enemy made a determined at-

tack on our positions in the vicinity of

llou SunuHipaoUe and Tungchatun, as-

saults being made four times in succes-

sion, but all were repulsed.

" To the east of the railway small forces

of the enemy advanced to attack our posi-

tions during the night, but all were re-

pulsed.

" Our forces west of the railway con-

tinued a severe attack on the enemy, and

have now occupied the district from

Wuchlngylng (about five miles west of

Shahopao) to Suhupao (about five miles

north-west of Lalshenpao).
" Our forces on the right bank of the

Hun River marched northwards, driving

back bodies of the enemy, and taking posi-

tions on the field between the Hun and

Llao Rivers north of the Slao Peiho. They

broke the enemy's line of defence between

Changtan and Sufangtal, and continued

their march. They have now reached a

line from Wachapao (15 miles south-west

of Mukden) to Tat/epao (about twelve

miles west of Mukden) by way of Lamobo
(four miles north ol Tatzcpao).

" Many dead bodies of Russians were

found. Very large quantities of goods

were left by the Russians at different

places in the past few days, but we have

had no time to take count of the bodies

left and the trophies taken.

"At VVanklangpao (four miles west of

Suhopao) about lu.000 bags of wheat flour,

about 50,000 pieces of bean cake, and

quantities of black bread, salt, fuel, and

vegetables have also been taken. We
have captured a storehouse containing

clothing at Tahantai (about four miles

south of Wanklangpao)."

'* In the direction of the Shaho, our de-

tachment which attacked the elevation

north of Plennluahlpao (4 miles east or
Wailaushan on the left bank of the Shaho)
on Saturday has carried the first line of
the enemy's defence. Our detachment in
the vicinity of Hon Sunmopao carried a
redoubt at daylight this morning.

" Bast of the railway our detachment
occupied Llushangtun at 8 o'clock this

morning (5th). It compelled a detach-

ment of the enemy to retreat within the
walls of the town, and Is now surrounding

this force.

" West of the railway our forces have
occupied the vicinity of Hanchengpao, and
are still on the forward march. Suchatun

Station Is now In flames."

THEFT AMONG THE RUSSIAN
PRISONERS.

One of the Russian prisoners at Nogoya
Is reported to have stolen a pair of

trousers belonging to another prisoner on
the 9th ultimo. This was recently dis-

covered, and the thief has been sentenced

to imprisonment with labour for three

months by a Nagoya court-martial which

investigated the charge

THE RUSSIAN PRISONERS

NEAR SAKAI.

ANOTHER I ) I STL'KUANC K.

BLOCKADE-RUN NER SEIZED.

The Swedish steamer " Vegga," 1,262

tons, was captured by a Japanese war-

ship on the 3rd infant when on her way

to Vladivostok.

A later dispatch frcm Marshal Oyama
has been received at Headquarters to the

following effect :
—

"The enemy In the direction of Hinking

is still making a stubborn stand on several

lines of

The prisoners of war In the second

section of the Takaishi-mura depot (near

Sakal), where 8,141 men are under guard,

created a disturbance on Friday evening.

It appears that at about 5 o'clock In the

evening the prisoners left their quarters

and paraded, In bodies of about 200, in

the grounds of the depot, singing loudly.

Some of them destroyed the posts of

wooden railings and did other damage.

Measures were taken by the guard for the

suppression of the disturbance. The police

were summoned and order was restored

at about 9 o'clock, before much damage
was done. Several companies of troops

which had been out on drill stopped at

the depot and made a " demonstration."

which had the effect of calming the pri-

soners. The cause of the disturbance Is

not given, but it Is believed that some

misunderstanding took place when the

personal status of the prisoners was In-

vestigated by the authorities. Inquiries

are now being made with a view to

punishing the i
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Wednesday, March Xth.

fpHE occupation of Sinmintlng by the

A i>n»M» has raised somf doubt

as to the validity of such a

Sinmintlng being apparently in neutral

territory. In this connection the

Xippon remarks thai the Russians made

the town a station for receiving

supplies from the neutral terri-

tory. When the place was occupied by

the Japanese recently quantities of food

and fodder fell Into the hands of the

Japanese, which is considered as con-

clusive evidence that the Russians have

violated the neutrality of China. Recently,

says the Sippon, the Russian Government

addressed a circular to the Powers alleg-

ing that the Japanese had infringed the

neutrality of China, having appeared

on the right flank of the Russians ;

but now that there Is conclusive

evidence of the Russian violation, the re

cent Circular Note will, says the .Ytppon,
[

doubtless afford amusement to the Powers.
|

By the occupation of Sinmintlng the

Japanese have cut off the Russian supplier

from this direction, which will greatly In-

crease the burden of the already overtaxed

Siberian Railway. The loss of Sinmintlng

must be a heavy blow to the Russians.

Count Nambu. a Lieutenant of cavalry,

formerly Chief of the Nambu clan. Is re-

ported to have been killed In action on

the 3rd Instant at the

Major-General McArthur of the United

States Army, who Is proceeding to the

tront as an attache, arrived In Tokyo
on Sunday, accompanied by an aiile lie

camp and an Interpreter.

A Reuter's telegram dated London, the

6th Instant, reada :—
General Kuropatkln reports as follows

to St. Petersburg :—" The advance guard

of the Japanese who are surrounding our

right flank arrive l on the 4th Instant at

a point five miles from Mukden Station,

marching from the direction of Sinmintlng

road."

Reuters correspondent at Mukden
states that the appearance of the Japanese

completely surprised the

that the town was thrown Into

by the news of their approach.

A later message Is as follows:—
According to a message dispatched from

Mukden last evening by Reuter's corre-

spondent, the tattle raged without ceas-

ing throughout Sunday. The Japanese

concentrated their forces at Machlapun.

south-west of Mukden, but were unable to

dislodge the Russians. Heavy fighting,

cays the correspondent, has begun both to

the west and north-west of Mukden, where

General Kuropatkln has made a desperate

attack against the Japanese Left. The

Russians, however, continue to hold the

position taken up by the Centre Army.

THE SITUATION.

GENERAL KCROPATKINS POSITION.

OFFICIAL HV.roitrs ASI> RtJMOUUS.

and compels them to retreat eastwards.

It seems evident that the Japanese In the

west have the supremacy and that the

Russian defence here Is broken. With

regard to the centre and left of the Rus-

sian position It appears from the official

report published below that the Japanese

are gaining on all sides, although up to

the evening of the 5th the Russians, ac-

cording to Reuter, continued to hold the

centre.

There was very little newB of a reliable

nature from the seat of war yesterday,

only one official report being published,

this stating that the Japanese are making

headway In all directions. This is prob-

ably the case, bnt one or two reports

which have been circulated, showing the

critical position of General Kuropatkln.

should be accepted at present with reserve.

According to one dispatch, General

Kuropatkln was actually leaving for the

north by train, and everything was quiet

at Mukden, the Russians having retreated.

This news came via Sinmintlng. not a

very reliable quarter, one would think,

and although everything Is possible. It Is

difficult to imagine Kuropatkln retreating

at this stage, when bis position Is not yet

actually hopeless. The Russians have

been for four months fortifying positions

twenty miles south and thirty and forty

miles east of Mukden, and their last line

of defence along their whole from, as far

as we know, is not yet broken. Light rail-

ways run from point to point, so that

when It Is necessary to retreat General

Kuropatkln, personally, can do so In an

hour or two. A Reuter dispatch, which

probably passed through Sinmintlng from

Mukden about the same time as the Sin-

mintlng report left, speaks of the city as

being In an excited and not a quiet condi-

tion, In consequence of the sudden ap-

pearance to the west of a large Japanese

force. The Inhabitants of the city were

naturally excited, but there Is yet no rea-

son to believe that the Russian garrison

would retreat, being well able, we should

think, to cope with a mobile force. To

move their store of ammunition further to

the rear, as the report says, Is quite prob-

able In the circumstances, and would be

only taking ordinary precautions. There

Is little doubt that the appearance of this

Japanese column, however, has caused

surprise to the Russians, Just as much as

the Japanese tactics on the left, but

Oeneral Kuropatkln is evidently In the

position to move rapidly from one par;

of the Immense field of operations to the

other.

Yet. by all accounts, his position would

seem to be Increasingly serious day by

day. Japanese correspondents report by

telegraph that the main body of the Rus-

sian right wing has been driven by the

Japanese left east of the railway back on

their centre. Being unable to withstand

the attack, this, apparently. Is the only

resort of the Russians, as the Japanese

of Mukden threatens their rear

The following dispatch reached the Im-

perial Headquarters on Monday and was
published yesterday :

—
" Direction of Hlnklng.—The enemy In

the vicinity of TIta repeated their counter-

attacks to-day (Cthl. but all were re-

pulsed. The enemy In the vicinity of

Manchunlan Is making a stubborn resist-

ance, but our attack is gradually advanc-

ing and our detachment succeeded a: 8

this evening In occupying an elevation

about four kilometres south of Machuntan.
" Direction of llonkelko.—Our detach-

ment occupied the range of elevations this

afternoon south of Paltzekou, about six

miles south of Manchuntan. and the enemy
retreated to the vicinity of Sanchatze,

about three miles south-west of Machun-
tan.

"Direction of the Shaho—West of the

railway the situation remains unchanged,

except that the Russians attacked the

north end of Tungchafen last night (5th).

West of the railway fighting Is In progress

on the line of defence from East

Hanchengpao to Erhtaitze. The enemy Is

making a stubborn resistance, and his

force appears to he increasing.

" On the right bank of the Hunho. about

one division of the Russians with TO guns
advanced In a counter movement to the

vicinity of

'

but was drlv

News was received In Japan yesterday

from Sinmintlng. via Newchwang. that

the Japanese column late from Sinmintlng

is now within about five miles of Mukden.

The message added that General Kuropat-

kln had left by train, and all was quiet at

Mukden, as the Russians had retreated

In a body. The greater part of the am-
munition and war materials which were
stored In Mukden were carried away by

the retreating troops to Tlellng.

It Is reported that the Japanese casual-

ties In the fighting on the Shaho since the

28th ultimo amount to 15,000 in killed and
wounded, while tho Russian casualties are

estimated at about 60.000. This Is not

In reference to the situation west of the

railway, Japanese correspondents tele-

graph that the main force of the Russians

has retreated eastwards, small detach-

ments making resistance. The Japanese

Army Corps has occupied several villages

on the right bank of the Hun River. Tba
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correspondents crossed the Hun River,

-which was frozen, at half-past four on

Saturday morning. They report that the

Russians set Are to the various villages as

they retreated. In this direction the

a number of

and machine guns on Sunday and Monday.

The Russian casualties during Sunday's

fighting amounted to at least 3,000 In

killed and wounded, while the Japanese

THE " VEGQA " AT SASEHO.

The Swedish steamer " Vegga," which
was recently captured, was taken to

losses were no more than 500 In killed and
|
Saseho on Sunday, when the Captain and

by the Prize Court.

Thursday. March M.

F reference to the recent Reuters dis-

patch stating that the Japanese had ob-

tained a signal victory on the Hunho and

that the 16th Russian Army Corps was

crushed, it Is believed that Reutcr refers

to the action in which the Japanese

column on the right bank of the river at-

tacked the Russians between the Hunho

and the Mao west of Slao Pelho, when

the Russians were driven back to within

15 miles of Mukden. An official dispatch

reached the Imperial Headquarters on the

4tb Instant showing that the Japanese on

the right bank of the Hunho energetically

pursued the enemy along the river. In

this action the Russians were very

badly beaten. The 16th European Army

Corps only recently look the Held and thus

the Japanese in this battle encountered

the latest reinforcement of Kuropatkin's

army.

It was stated at St. Petersburg last

week, says a London dispatch, that the

officers of the " Lena " who broke their

parole have been ordered to return to

San Francisco, and have

step in rank.

Mr. Frederic Vllllers. the war corre-

,
at a lecture recently In I>ondon

periences with the besieging

army before Port Arthur, made some In-

teresting remarks. Mr. Vllllers said

he had witnessed for many months

fighting that for its severity, heroism,

and novelty was probably unsurpassed In

the annals of warfare. Many correspon-

dents had returned from the seat of war

bitterly disappointed, having seen nothing

of the hostilities. He had himself nothing

to complain of in this respect, however.

The fart was that many applied for the

necessary passes who were absolutely

unqualified for war correspondence, and

the Japanese knew it; ao that there

was much to be said on both sides. Many

extraordinary pictures were sent home.

He hail seen the photograph of a gun

In a fort that was taken at Wel-hai-wel. a

photograph which he had published in a

book ten years ago. reproduced in an

American paper during the present cam-

paign as a gun that was taken at Port

Arthur. Sometimes extraordinary tele-

grams had appeared which told exactly

what would take place, but at the seat of

war they called these Chefoolerles.

Mr. Vllllers describe:! his warm recep-

tion by General Nogl on his arrival at the

Investing lines. A man of about sixty

years of age. spare, upright, with close-

cropped beard and moustache, and a re-

markably plcamnt expression. General

Nogi's grey eyes, he Bald, seemed to gauge

men in a flash. On taking his leave of

the correspondents, the General urged

them. If at any time they fell III, to re-

port themselves at once to the head-

quarter hospital, where the Japanese sur-

geons would give them every attention.

At a later Interview General Nogl ex-

pressed his great admiration for General

Stoessel. " I have had sleepless night*."

he said, "thinking of him and his

wretched plight, and have wondered how

I should feel if I happened to" be in Port

Arthur In the same circumstances. Some-

times, too, I have wondered what he was

going to do next, for his strategy is very

good. There is one thing Stoessel has

taught the Japanese soldier-how to

Mr. Vllllers alluded to the nghtlng by

night, which, he said, added an unwonted

terror to the siege. In the old cam-

paigning days both armies usually rested

at night, bnt at Port Arthur night was as

day. In the landscape lit up by the

searchlights, so that the deep purple of

the mountains was momentarily visible,

in the red and yellow glare of bursting

shell, in all the rolonr of that night war-

fare Whistler would have revelled. On

one occasion he wltnessel a battle In a

thunderstorm at night, a terrible

spectacle. It was a mistake to suppose

that the great 11-ln. guns, the Osaka babies

as they were called, were dragged up to

the top of 203-metre Hill ; It would have

been Impossible to get them up such a

slope. They were two miles off. and their

plunging Are was directed on the ships

In the harbour by means of observations

taken on the hill with lu&truuients by the

Japanese officers. The Japanese had

proved themselves a most ingenious

people In war. One of their Inventions,

used In the attack on forts, was the

wooden mortar, ringed with bamboo,

which the assaulting party carried with

them, and by means of which they dis-

charged explosives into the enemy's

trenches just before the assaulting party

reached the summit Another dodge was

the bamboo pole, 20ft. in length, with

an explosive fastened to It, which was

pushed up towards the wire entangle-

ments in order to destroy them. The Red

Cross work In the Held was remarkable.

The Japanese were prepared in

for 5.000 casualties, and towards the end
of that month they had over 10.OOO

casualties In a few days, and yet the
wounded suffered no hardship, except In

transport, when sometimes their bodies
had to be rescued at night from perilous

positions by means of the searchlight

According to a Paris telegram of the

15th ult. French special correspondents

sent to meet the M.M. steamer " Aus-
trallen," having on board General Stoes-

sel and others of the survivors of Port

Arthur, give detailed accounts of discord

among the Russian officers. The army
officers are particularly hostile to the

fleet, habitually calling It the " frightened

fleet." Admiral Lockinsky, who was com-
mander of the torpedo defences at Port

Arthur, is quoted as making bitter cri-

ticism of General Stoessel, Admiral Alex-

eleff and others. The Matin quotes

I>ocklnsky as characterising Vice-Admiral

Stark and Rear-Admiral Wltgeft as
" bedchamber Admirals, not acquainted

with their duties and seasick whenever
afloat." The Admiral added that Vlce-

Admlral Skrydloff prudently established

himself ashore at Vladivostok, notwith-

standing his opportunity to break the In-

effective blockade of Port Arthur.

Lockinsky declared he would denounce
Stoessel, Skrydloff, and Alexeleff before

the court-martial, as he did not Intend

to let himself be made a scapegoat like

Rcar-Admiral tTktomsky, "who now trem-

bles with fear in a Chinese hospital.''

Substantially the same account Is given

by four French newspapers, which de-

scribe General Stoessel and Admiral

Lockinsky as refusing to speak to or

salute each other. The papers say the

discord among the officers foreshadows

grave Bcenes before the court-martial.

The Petit ParUlen quoted General Stoessel

a. sarcastically saying :
" Rohjestvensky

had better not establish a too secure base

along the route, or like the naval officers

at Port Arthur it will be impossible to

let them venture seaward." The French

Hpeclal correspondents conclude that the

fortress fell largely because of the re-

grettable quarrels among the

A telegram to the Chronicle dated Lou-

don, the 6th instant, reads :
—

The military correspondent of the

Times, in the second of a series of articles

dealing with the war. argues that Japan
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cannot Impose term* of peace until Kuro-

patklo has suffered a decisive defeat

which will make the war too costly and

tlnued.

With retard to the Battle Squadron,

the writer anticipates that Japan will

allow Admiral Rohjestvensky to reach

Japanese waters before forcing a naval

A Reuter's telegram dated the 7th is

as follows :—
Reuters correspondent with General

Okus army, wiring on the 5th Instant,

says that since the 28th ultimo the attacks

by the Left Wing of the Japanese army
have been pushed home In the face of

tremendous difficulties and during heavy

snowstorms. Star-Bhells and search-

lights lit up every movement of the

attacking force, which. In spite of

stubborn resistance on the part of the

Russians, carried at the point of the

bayonet trenches defended by wire en-

tanglements and brlBtling with machine

Runs.

The Russians, says the correspondent,

are now retreating In disorder, the men

discarding their arms and clothing. The
Japanese have captured a number of six-

inch guns and machine-guns.

The attacks were covered by a most

furious bombardment, all the siege guns

from Port Arthur being employed with

terrible effect, pulverising villages and

earthworks, and demoralising the

Russians.

In the meantime the fighting In the

centre Is confined to the artillery.

THE SITUATION.

TERRIBLE FIGHTING ON THE LEFT
WING.

A dispatch Trom Marshal Oyama, pub-

lished yesterday, says :
—

•'Direction of Hinking:—Our column

advanced In the direction of Huaijen (a

town 60 miles east of Hinking and

situated on the bank of the river Tongula.

a tributary of the Yalu). and occupied

Pienslhata (6 miles west of Huaijen). and

then Huaijen, on the morning of the 6th

Instant. The situation In the direction of

Tita and Machuntan (south of Hinking)

remains unchanged.
" Direction of the Shaho :—East of the

railway at about 3 o'clock this morning
(7th) the Russian Infantry advanced to

attack our position on an elevation north

of Tungchatun. but was repulsed. The
enemy left 20 to 30 dead on the field.

About an hour earlier the Russian ar-

tillery In the vicinity of Tasban and
Wanpaoshan concentrated their fire upon

our position, and then a large force ad-

vanced to the attack, but was repulsed at

about 4.30 o'clock.

" West of the railway our force oc-

cupied East Hanchengpao at about 11

o'clock this morning (7th). Shortly after-

wards the Russians advanced to recover

the place, but they were repulsed.

" On the right bank of the Hunho the

Russian force at Yangtzetun appears to

be gradually Increasing. Our force having

occupied Llkuanpao. about one division

of the enemy made a counter-attack, but

was repulsed."

A later dispatch says :
—

" A column which has been engaging

a superior force of the Russians in the

vicinity of ManchuUn for the past few

days, succeeded In dislodging the enemy
from his position at about 8 o'clock this

morning, and is now marching north-

wards."

Friday, March 10,//.

rpHE Russian casualties so far In the
* fighting now In progress are estimated

to amount to 100.000. The number or

left on the field exceeds

It Is reported that on the 8th Instant

General Desslno received an official dis-

patch from Mukden stating that des-

perate fighting was In progrei

six miles west of Mukden. The
right wing was then advancing from the

Slnmlntlng road. Another dispatch

reaching Shanghai stated that the Japan-

ese attacks were all repulsed. Fighting

at Machapao and other places was of the

most severe and determined character.

The Russians, It Is asserted, captured a

large number of machine gunB and prl-

but it Is admitted that their

were 20,000 in killed and wounded.

•

The Russian reinforcements which left

Europe in December last and arrived at

the seat of war in February are said to

consist of the 2nd, 4th. and 5th Brigades

of Fusiliers, and the 16th Army Corps.

The strength is estimated at 56 battalions

of Infantry. 168 guns and a battalion of

I the fall of Port Arthur the Japan-

ese have been transporting the wounded

Russians from the fortress to

soon as they could bear the journey.

There are still, however, about ten

thousand men In hospital at Port Arthur,

and of these about two

they will be unable to bear arms In the

future, these men will be sent back to

Russia by the Japanese Government.

•

A telegram to the Chronicle dated Lon-

don, the 7th Instant, reads :—
It la stated that the War Council at St.

Petersburg proposes dispatching another

four hundred thousand troops to

Manchuria.

A Reuter's message of the 8th

Is as follows :
—

General Kuropatkin. in a report dated

the 6th Instant, says :-" Our troops to

the west of Mukden continue to take the

offensive, and repulsed ten attacks made
by the Japanese yesterday. The assaults

on our centre and extreme left have also

been repulsed. Two thousand dead were

counted at Kaotlllng.

have withdrawn south.

A later message read* :

—

Reuter's correspondent with General

Kurokl's army says that the Russians,

profiting by the darkness, evacuated all

their positions along the Shaho and are

la full

to huge quantities of supplies. The
ere are pressing hard, and the

of Mukden Is

A special telegram

dated the 8th. says :
—

The Russians are now In full

THE SITUATION.

KX'ROPATKIN'S FORLORN HOPE

Nearly three days ago. or on Tuesday
evening, as Marshal Oyama reports, the

Rusalana were in full retreat, i

report says that the Japanese

closely that in some cases they actually

bayoneted men of the rearguard. Be
this last statement true or untrue, we
know that the Russians are In full re-

treat, and It seems probable that when
the facta are known their defence will be

found to have been very much weaker
than It was at Liaoyang. But General

Kuropatkin appear* to have again made
his retreat, and we bear nothing at

ommenced by the Japanese

a week ago. The situation is complicated

by the report from Russia that the War
Council has decided upon a new plan of

campaign. If this is an actual fact. It

might be ample reason for Kuropatkln's

retreat. It Is the general opinion, how-
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would be a greater task than It would be

for Japan at (he present moment, and

indeed the publication of the alleged

future plan of campaign will In Itself do

something to bring discredit on the whole

report.

Now that he is in actual retreat General

Kuropatkin will probably cease sending

his reports to St. Petersburg detailing the

repulses and losses of the Japanese. A
dispatrh received by the Foreign Office at

Tokyo says that telegrams have been

continually arriving at St. Petersburg an-

nouncing tint Japanese attacks In all

directions had been repulsed with

heavy loss and that fighting was pro-

gressing In favour of Russia. These

do not appear to have favourably

the Pran or military circles

generally, for the telegram says the

Japanese are admitted to have had a

great success so far. It is the opinion of

the Berlin journals that the Russians in

retreat will suffer a greater disaster than

ever before, and receive a fatal blow.

the J«

the railway north of Mukden
and marched for Tiding.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama. received at the Imperial Head-

quarters on Wednesday night, was pub-

lished jcterday :—
" The enemy commenced to retreat this

morning, and all our columns are now

hot in pursuit."

According to news received in Tokyo,

the Kusslans commenced a general and

almost a disorderly retreat on Tuesday

night, the Japanese giving pursuit. The

"Red-band Cap" Division on the Right

Wing Is following the Russians so closely

as to come Into bayonet contact. A detach-

ment of the l.eft Wing is in possession of

Mukden, where an immense quantity of

provisions has fallen Into the hands of

A later dispatch from Marshal Oyama,
received at the Imperial Headquarters

yesterday morning, says :
—

"Direction of Hinking.-Our detach-

ment which drove back the enemy in the

direction of Machuntan is maintaining

the pursuit.

" East of the railway the Russian posi-

tions having shown signs of Instability,

we made a general assault on the whole
line at midnight on the 7th Instant and
dislodged the enemy from their positions.

We are now pressing them to the Hunho.
The whole country between the railway

and the left bank of the Hunho has
fallen Into our hands.

" On the right bank of the Hunho. the

Russians still keep up a stubborn re-

sistance In the vicinity of Yantzetun (a

few miles south-west of Mukden) and
l.lkuanpao (a few miles north-west of

.Mukden). The enemy made counter-at-

tacks, which were repulsed with heavy

loss. We are now pressing the enemy
to Mukden.

" North of Mukden, we have met with

stubborn resistance from the enemy, but

Slaocnitun (about five mites north-west

of Mukden) and two adjoining villages

have teen taken. We have destroyed

the railway north of Mukden."

The following bulletin was Issued by

the Imperial Headquarters yesterday:—
" As a token of respect for the sacred

place whence originated the Imperial

House or the Empire of China, and also

with the object of preserving the security

of the inhabitants of Mukden. Marshal

Marquis Oyama. Commander-in-Chief of

the Manchurian Army, in his general

for the pursuit of the

Issued on March 8th, prohibited
his troops from taking quarters in the
city of Mukden."

It Is stated that this announcement
implies the occupation of Mukden, but
the word " occupation " Is not used. In

token of respect for the Chin
city.

An official dispatch was received at

Headquarters on Wednesday night to the
effect that the Russian guard of Mukden
had numbered from 40,000 (o 50,000 men.
The Japanese drove them away and oc-

cupied the city.

An official dispatch received yesterday
afternoon states that since Wednesday
the Russians have repeatedly directed a
hot fire upon Japanese killed and
wounded as they were ttclng carried away
on stretchers or carts through the
west of Nlngkuantun.

SKIZURK OK CONTRABAND.

TWO MOKK nUlTISII V KSSKLS TAKKJi.

The capture of two more steamers car-

rying contraband for Vladivostok Is re-

ported. On the 6tb Inst, the British

steamer " Venus," of 3.558 tons, with

S,SsSS tons of Welsh coal, was seized by a

war-ship, and on the same day the

British steamer " Aphrodite," 3,949 tons,

with S.fioo tons of COftl, was also seized.

According to returns made by the

authorities, the Japanene have so far

captured 32 steiiners exceeding a

thousand totis. Tie aggregate tonnage

of vessels < a red is 1mO,040. Japan has

lost only four steamers of over a

thousand tons, the aggregate tonnage

captured by the enemy being 14,000.

>at ti nitty, March 11///.

SOME of our vernacular contemporaries

review the progress of the present fight-

Ing and compare it with the great battles

that have preceded it. The strength of

the troops General Kuropatkin had con-

centrated on his fighting lines a week ago

Is said to have been SOO.ouo men with

I.500 guns, and the Japanese strength was

not less. The front extended over a dis-

tance of some hundred and thirty miles,

from Sinminting in the west to Hualjen

In the east, and it Is not too much to say

that the world expected General Kuro-

patkin to offer a much stronger and

longer resistance, but he has, it appears,

been out-manoeuvred by Japanese strategy.

The present engagement was opened on

February 25th with the occupation by the

Japanese of Tslnghorheng on the extreme

right. On the 1st Inst, lighting became

general, and for about four days from

the 4th It was most severe. As the Rus-

sians began their retreat on the 8th the

real fighting lasted only four days, In

contrast with the battle of I.laoyang.

which lasted nine days, and the battle of

the Shaho. which occupied seven days,

reckoning to the beginning of the retreat.

The forces employed in the present fight-

ing are almost twice as strong as those

engaged at Maoyang and the Shaho. and

the fighting line Is three or Tour time*

longer. That General Kuropatkin should

be retreating at so early a stage is ap-

parently due to a blunder on his part.

General Kuropatkin first struck the

Japanese left wing at Cbangtan. where

he thought his enemy weak. He be-

lieved, it would seem, that the Japanese

would make a great effort In the hilly re-

gion on his left, perhaps calculating that

the Port Arthur Army under General Nogl
was placed there. Under this Impression

he greatly strengthened his left wing,

concentrating his main force near

Wuchun against attack from the direction

of H in king. But he was unprepared for

the strong Japanese force which ad-

vanced to Sinminting and surprised

Mukden. His plans failing he was com-

pelled to retreat early before he was

outflanked and surrounded. General

Kurupat kin's failure is to be attributed

!o the fact that he concentrated his forres

on the left, whereas the Japanese had

their strength on their left; that the

Japanese flanking movement on his right

completely upset bis calculations ; and

that he placed all his reserves on the

fighting line and was unable to send as-

sistance where it was

th*A Reuter s telegram dated

!)th Instant reads :
—

The consummate strategy which the

Japanese exemplified at Mukden is uni-

versally acknowledged.
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Russian Officers at Nagasaki.

General Sioessel's Staff at Nagasaki, awaiting embarkation for Home.
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The Russian louse* during the Aral ten

days' battle are officially given as nearly

S3,onn, Including 830

A message of the inth Instant Ik as

follows :
—

A telegram from Russian sources, dis-

patched from Mukden on the 8th Instant

at Irt a.m . states that heavy cannonading

was then going on to the north-west, the

vibration causing the houses In the city

to shake. The telegram further states

than an engagement was then prom-ding

In the neighbourhood of the Imperial

A dispatch from Antananarivo to the

Temps, of Paris, states that the entire

Russian fleet has left Madagascar for

Jlhutll.

AN INTERESTING FIND.

ItKN KitA I. STOBSSBL AND THE
CORRESPONDENTS.

shall be removed from Port Arthur, since
they have no valid authorisation to re-

main here. In every other respect they
were to be hospitably entertained.

Orders are herewith Issued to the
authorities of the port under no circum-
stances In the future to allow persons to

come within tne fortress without specific

authorisation from the Commandant of

fhe Fortress, or, it goes without saying,

without an equally valid permission from
myself. No such authorisation shall be

given without previous examination of

the patters and efferts of persons who may
arrive at this port hereafter. I request

the Commandant of the Fortress to take

the proper steps for carrying out this

order.
STOESSEI..

Commander of the Outer Fortifications

of Kwantung. General Alde-de-Oamp.

PORT ARTHUR REFUGEES.

MORE AKKIVAUS AT NAGASAKI.

roent which has been assaulting the

enemy In the paat few days at the

strongly fortified position In the vicinity

or Tlta succeeded In dislodging the enemy
at 3 o'clock this morning (9th). and Is

now In pursuit. Our detachment In the

direction of Machuntan still continues to

marrh 10 Wuchun In pursuit of the

enemy.
" Direction of the Shaho—On the field

south and east of Mukden our column*

have driven the enemy to the banks of

the Hunho. and are now assaulting the

enemy, who has halted on the lef: bank

at a strong position. Cn the west (?) and

the north-west of Mukden we are now
strongly attacking the enemy, who It

making the most stubborn resistance.

"To-day the wind is very high, filling

the air with sand, which obscures the

sun and obstructs our operations."

the Russian effects found by

the Japanese at Port Arthur are a number

of " Orders of the Day " Issued by General

Stoessel and published in the official

section of the .Yotl Krai. One of them
relates to the American war correspon-

dent, Colonel Emerson, and sheds further

light on the severity or the Russian press

censorship in time or war. We translate

It verbatim as follows:—

I No. Ml.]
September 16 (new style 291, 1904.

Yesterday. September lr.th (new style

28th). there arrived from Chefoo In a little

boat two correspondents of foreign news-
paper*. -one A met lean and one French-
man. A t their boat apn'.ared to be In

distress and there was no one with them
they were suffered to land without having
obtained the required authorisation of the

Commandant of the Fortress—General
Smirnoff- -and without carcrul scrutiny

of their papers. They gave their names
as Edwin Edwinovitch Emerson and
Marcel Smet Van Lerbcrge and admitted
that they had seen military service, one
(Emerson) as a colonel of volunteer
cavalry in South America, now honour-
ably retired, the other as lieutenant of

infantry In the French army, now with
the reserves. They carried official pasa-

portB from their respective countries,
properly vlaed by our Embassies at

Washington and Paris. Colonel Emer-
son's passport showed endorsements of

a Japanese Consular officer of New York
and our General Staff at Liaoyang ant]

again at Mukden. In addition to this

Colonel EmerKon carried personal letters

or introduction from Count Cassinl at

Washington and fiom Captain Eddrlk-
hlne or the General Staff now stationed

at Shanhaikwan. But neither corre-

spondent hart any official paper of
authorisation from our General Staff

permitting him to serve as an accredited
war correspondent with our forces.

They came to Port Arthur, they said,

to see with their own eyes whether we
are already eating dirt, as some of their
newspapers at home aasert. or whether we
are living a life of wine, women, and
song as has been related by another Ame-
rican newspaper. After having examined
these gentlemen personally I Issued
orders to the Chief or Staff to have them
kept under his supervision for twenty-
four hours, to take note of their papers
and of their actions while within the for-

after which, at his

A Japanese transport arrived from

Dalny yesterday with a number of the

survivors of the Russian garrison at Port

Arlhur.

There are ">1 officers anil Bl men, and ,

the party Includes six ladles and five

children, all of whom were landed at

Inasa Most of these refugees were In

hospital at the rime or the capitulation,

suffering rrom wounds or from disease

They are all expected to leave Nagasaki

for Europe hy the French mall on Tues-

day next.

THE SITUATION.

An official dispatch was received in

Tokyo yesterday stating that at 10 o'clock

yesterdav morning Mukden was taken

by the Japanese. Desperate fighting was

still In progress In the vicinity or the town.

A considerable quantity or ammunition,

provisions, etc., have been captured by

the

RUS81AN RETREAT CONTINUED.

Various reports received throughout

yesterday show that with some exception*

the Russians are still In retreat. On the

Hun River, a detachment of Russians has

made a determined stand before Mukden
against a Japanese rorce. Judging rrom

the distribution of the Japanese, the de-

tachment will be fortunate if It can ex-

tricate Itself and Join In the retreat. To do

this It must apparently move In an easterly

dlrecUon. as the large Japanese flanking

column Is to the north-west of Mukden
engaging a Russian division. The where-

abouts or General Kuropatkin Is unknown
He has been reported at Wuchun. whlrh

|
still appears to be in the occupation of

the Russians. The disposition of the

belligerents Is Indeed rather mystifying

While the Japanese are engaging their

enemy north-west or Mukden, another en-

gagement is In progress south of Mukden
A detachment of Japanese Is reported

fifteen miles south of Tlellng in hot pur-

suit or the Russians, and another detach

ment was sent fifty miles to the east of

Mukden some days ago, probably with

orders to make a move on the Russian

flank. South of Wuchun heavy fighting Is

still In progress. The position will prob-

ably become clear in the course of the next

day or two.

On the Mh Instant the following Im-

perial Message was granted to the Maii-

. hurlan Army :
—

"Since the battle of the Shaho la*f

year. Our Manchurian Army has remained

quiet, refraining from undertaking Im-

prudent and reckless movements, and in

the meantime refreshing themselves,

awaiting the proper time to mature for

action. When it was decided to strike the

enemy, the whole Army rose in active

operation, attacked the foe. and has now

succeeded In outflanking him.
" We are pleased to know that the posi-

tion of Our Army Is becoming more

favourable with every report. At the

same time We feel strong sympathy with

officers and men in the difficulties and

hardships they have to contend with, ex-

posed ror days and nights to the piercing

cold. Each officer and man Is comtnnnded

to take good care or his health and earn

the confidence We and the multitude of

Our subjects place In you."

The following dispatch rrom Marshal

Oyama reached the Imperial

fternoon :
—

of Hlnklng:—Our

Marshal Oyama. Commander-in-Chief,

has sent the following reply to the Im-
perial Message :

—
"We. your Majesty's subjects, aiming

to strike a heavy blow, worked day an I

night In attacking our strong and ob-

stinate enemy In bis fortified position

We pressed the attack regardless of

heavy loss and drove the enemy rr.im his

position to Mukden, but we have not yet

succeeded In accomplishing our aim.

Nevertheless your Majesty's most cordial

Message has been received, and our

merits do not yet deserve such recogni-

tion from the Throne. We beg to as-

sure your Majesty that we will work with

Increased assiduity and courage, and will

not fail to respond to the Imperial

and realise the hope of Uie i
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Sunday, March Y2th.

IT is reported (bat Major-General I ma-

hash i. Id command of a Brigade of the

Centre Army Corp*,

wounded in the battle on the

lasted from the 1st to the 3rd

According to a London telegram to the

Atahi, General Draglmlrotr, of the St.

Petersburg Staff, regards the Russians as

having been so completely beaten in the

fighting near Mukden that retaliation is

at

The Russian Government has ordered

for Immediate supply 80,000 rounds of

shrapnel from a French contractor. This

Is part of a contract for 500,000 rounds.

•
* •

It Is stated that ten Russians living In

St. Petersburg have offered to contribute

in aid of the funds of the proposed Japan-

ese Volunteer Fleet through the office of

0$t Asia, a paper published by Japanese

In Berlin. This journal has remitted 392

mark. Including subscriptions by Ger-

Accordlng to a Shanghai dispatch.

Marshal Oyama's general order prohibit-

ing the Japanese troops from entering the

city of Mukden has made a very good

upon the Chinese.

On Wednesday night a Japanese

steamer with 1,500 Russian invalided

soldiers and medical men arrived at

Chefoo from Port Arthur. About 200 of

tlw passengers were maimed. All these

men will be sent home to Russia, being

liberated by the Japanese as evidently

incapable of further service.

•

A Reuters telegram dated the 10th

instant reads :
—

Count Benckendorff. the Russian

Ambassador In London, has handed to

Lord Lansdowne. the British Minister for

Foreign Affairs, a cheque for £C5,000, the

amount of Indemnity to the Hull fisher-

men for the damage done by the Baltic

Fleet in the North Sea.

A dispatch from Mukden dated the

glh instant states that on the southern

side of the city the Japanese are fast

advancing towards the Hun-ho, where the

Russians expect to make a stand, but the

Issue of the battle depends on the opera-

tions now In progress northward

th* railway.

A message of the following, date

The Japanese have occupied

THE SITUATION.

FINALITY OF THE RUSSIAN DEFEAT.

There can no longer be any doubt about
the completeness of (he Russian defeat.

Marshal Oyama himself says the

the Japanese pursuing artillery, the
slaughter apparently being terrible. In

one stretch of country extending seven

miles from Mukden, they " fill the field."

and the numbers of the fallen are so large

that it Is impossible Just yet to take count
of them. " Carnage " is the only word to

apply to the terrible proceedings in the

Manchurian plains during the past few

days. Thousands must have fallen In a
wild retreat

sunk to earth from

frightful strain and privations.

It does not seem to be known where

General Kuropatkln is at this critical

moment.

Our forces in the direction of tie
have driven the enemy to the right

bank of the Hunho. and we have now
surrounded him east and north of Mukden
and are pursuing.

" According to reports to hand, the
Russians began to retreat In complete dis-
order from noon to-day (10th instant)

In the country between the railroad and
the Mukden road. Tney are In the most
exhausted and miserable condition. They
fill the field extending Tor seven miles
north of Mukden and are retreating north-
wards. Their number Is so large that It Is

impossible to ascertain how many tens of

thousands (are thus surrounded). Our
Infantry and artillery in this direction are

concentrating their lire upon them and
are Inflicting Immense damage.

" A detachment which marched at the

double from Hlnlungtlen. reached the

vicinity of Puho (12 miles north of

Mukden) late in the

The following from Marshal Oyama
was received at the Imperial Head-

quarters late on Friday night :
—

" Our detachment In the direction of

Hlnklng occupied Wuchun last night,

and Is now assailing the enemy, who is

taking a position on an elevation north

the detachment Is now endeavouring to

crush.

" The column which captured Wuchnn
on Thursday night is pressing the enemy

northwards.
" The column which marched along the

Mukden road and reached the right bank

of the Hunho kept up the pursuit of the

enemy north-eastwards, and Is now trying

to intercept him on the west of the mill-

General Baron Terauchl, Minister for

War. has dispatched the following con-

gratulatory telegram to Marshal Oyama :

—" I cannot help rejoicing at the news of

the great victory, and I congratulate your

Excellency and the officers and men on

the magnificent achievement."

The Commander-in-Chief of the Man-
churian Army has sent the following reply

to Baron Terauchl :—" 1 thank you

heartily for your congratulations on the

glorious victory, which Is due to the glory

of his Majesty and the valour of the

officers and men."

The Minister for War gave a banquet

yesterday afternoon at his official resi-

dence in honour of the great victory of

the Japanese army at Mukden. Over 100

About two Russian Army Corps,

which have been surrounded west ot

Mukden, and reduced to the most trying

position, are now simply defending them-

selves with the bayonet. Detachments of

this force are continually surrend

COU RT-MARTIAL ok PRISONERS

OF WAR.

Three Russian prisoners at Tenka-

chaya. Osaka, who recently assaulted and

Injured two Russian non-commlsslonod

officers, said to be regarded as pro-Japan-

ese by their fellow-prisoners, have each

by court-martial to lm-

with labour for five

They have been sent to the Osaka

to serve their sentence.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama was received at the Imperial

Headquarters on Friday night :
—

" Our detachment In the direction of

Hlnklng Is attacking a superior force of

the enemy, stilt occupying a position on

an elevation north of Wuchun.

THE CAPTURED " VENUS."

The British steamer " Venus." which

was seized off Itorup, one of the Kurile

Islands, on the Cth Instant, arrived at

Yokosuka on the 9th Instant. The ex-

amination of the Captain and members of

the crew Is now proceeding before the

Yokosuka Prize Court.
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Tuesday, March 14*//.

ANE of the statements in Marshal" Oyama's report of the trophies taken

near Mukden which will attract some at-

tention is the seizure of twenty-five cart-

loads of maps. Presumably these arc

maps, plans, sketches, *c . which were

hurriedly packed into carts when General

Kuropatkin left his headquarters on the

field shortly after the commencement or

the battle.

The Russian casualties In the battle or

Mukden were estimated on Saturday at

some figure In the neighbourhood of

15«,000, and It la believed that naif of

General Kuropalklns forces are out of

action. To make this loss good in a suf-

ficiently short time to retrieve the for-

tunes of the Russians Is quite beyond the

power of the Siberian railway, even

granted that conditions In Russia were

favourable and the troops ready to start

to morrow. The transport capacity of the

railway has been greatly Improved since

the outbreak of the war, but It la still a

difficult task to run more than fifteen

trains a day. Provisions and ammunition

have also to be transported and the

wounded sent from the battlefield back to

Russia, all of which interferes with the

moving of troops. It would take six

months to bring out 150,000 troops to fill

General Kuropatkin* depleted ranks, and

during this time the Russian force must

be altogether outclassed by the Japanese.

•

The Russian forces engaged In the pre-

sent battle are estimated in Japan at

176 battalions of infantry, 171 batteries of

artillery, and 178 troops of cavalry.

Taking tKe numerical strength of each

battalion at 800. each troop or cavulry at

150. and each battery of artillery at 8

guns, the total original strength of the

Russians is estimated at 300.800 infantry.

26.700 cavalry, and 1.386

for dealing with (be

large number of prisoners taken in the

recent battle are already being made. It

has been arranged that 1,000 Russians of

the rank and file, taken prisoner near

Mukden, will be interned at Tsuruga, and

S.OOO at Kanazawa. Preparations are

i cities to receive

" Our centre and left wing have

let rested to the entrenched position on

the right bank without engaging the

A Reuter's dispatch to the Foreign

Office gives reports from Generals Kuro-

patkin and SakharoR.

General Kuropatkin reports under date

March 8th as follows :—
" The enemy on the right bank of the

Hunno has taken the offensive from the

north west, and a

Is

"On March 8th the

our position on the north and drove back

our outpost to a point two versts north-

west of Trentzwan. The Japanese also

attacked our positions close to Mukden
on the north, but were repulsed.

"The enemy attacked our positions in

the vicinity of Yuslizan, on the weBt line,

but was repulsed.
" In the assault of the centre, we have

taken a largo number of prisoners.

"In other directions no fighting takes

place during day time."

General SakharoR reports under date

March 9th :
—

" Last night the enemy made repeated

attacks on the north line, but they were

all repulsed."

•
• *

A dispatch from Tokyo says a detach-

ment of the Japanese Left Wing has ad-

vanced to Ilu to Intercept the Russian

retreat. Ilu Is an Important town midway

between Mukden and Tiellng. It is not

improbable by now that the

have accomplished their purpose,

appear to be in complete possession of

the country to the north and to have fore-

stalled the Russian* In their retreat ; In

which work it is most likely that the

Japanese column which left General

Kuroki's wing a week ago is taking a pro-

minent part. The country north-east of

Mukden is mountainous and does not al-

low the passage of large bodies of men.

artillery, and commissariat waggons.

These have to go In only one direction,

by the railway or along the fiat country

through which the railway runs to

Tiellng. The hilly district to the north-

east is in the occupation of the Japanese,

and the Russians cannot retreat by the

railway route. The Russian force

hemmed In west of Mukden by the Japan-

ese Slnmlntlng column and Left Wing
detachment is the Sixteenth Army Corps,

which formed the reserve. It Is composed

of the 25th and 41st Infantry divisions, re-

ccntly out from Europe. Many of these

men will shortly be In

A Reuter's dispatch dated the 1Kb In-

stant reads :

—

Russian official reports put the Russian

losses up to Thursday morning at 65.000

men.

A message of the following day

reads :
—

General Kuropatkin. wiring to St.

Petersburg at six o'clock on Friday even-

ing, says:—"Our retreat has been most

dangerous, but. thanks to extraordinary

efforts, our armies are now ont of

ir."

A later dispatch is as follows :

—

General Kuropatkin. telegraphing to St.

Petersburg yesterday, throws little

ther light on the situation, but

that he has received no report from the
Third Army Corps.

•

A Reuter's dispatch dated London, the
13th instant, reads :—
Marshal Oyama states that the Russian

prisoners total 30,000, and the number la

increasing momentarily. The Russian
casualties arc estimated at 90.000. The

left 2G.50O dead on the field.

THE " SAXON PRINCE.'

The British steamer "Saxon Prince,"

which was seized off Oshima on the 9th

Instant by a Japanese war-ship, arrived

at Saseho on Saturday, and the examina-
tion of the Captain and other members of

the crew by the Prize Court was Im-
commenced.

THE BATTLE OF MUKDEN.

DISASTROUS RUSSIAN LOSSES.

JAPANESE STILL PURSUING.

OFFICIAL DIHI'ATCHBB.

Marshal Oyama's dispatches upon the

operations of the past few days, published

below, reveal the terrible nature of the

Russian losses, and at once prompt the

question. Can Russia survive the blow,

isolated thousands of miles from her re-

sources ? The amount of trophies

given in numbers which in some

If General Kuropatkin has any-

thing left—excepting guns. It will be
noticed that only sixty guns are cata-

logued, a small number compared with

the thirteen hundred that the Russians

had at the beginning of battle. Judging

from the character of the retreat, which

In many instances seems to have been a

have the time or opportunity to drag
heavy guns with them. It is probable

that the actual number of guns taken

will greatly exceed sixty before the final

skirmishes of the battle of Mukden.

In a dispatch from Marshal

which reached the imperial Headquarters

Chief says :—
" Our detachment In the direction of

Hinking Is still pursuing the enemy. It

reached Huiyuenpao, 5 miles north of

Wuchun, at 11 o'clock on Friday night,

and still continues a rapid march. The
light railway (connecting the Russian

position) and hundreds of goods waggons

have fallen into our hands. We have no

to spare to investigate other
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that the Japanese divide the month Into

three period* of about ten days each.]

In a later dispatch received on Satur-
J

It will be understood 11

day. Marshal Oyama says :
—

•" Our forces aro In hot pursuit in
j

various directions, and have reached the

right bank of the Hunho. They have

i on the enemy every-

afternoon, the 10th

March, occupied the line of defence about

twelve miles north of the Hunho. The

pursuit is maintained to-day.

" Our detachment which marched north-

wards from the vicinity of Huho (north

of Mukden) this morning, the 11th. soon

encountered a strong column of the

which was retreating, and after

-to-hand fighting we surrounded the

compelled to sur-

render.
•' In the vicinity of Mukden, the rem-

nants of the enemy are still offering re-

sistance or are surrendering, and we are

now clearing the enemy from the field.

Bodies of Russians killed have bMB Ml
on the field In large numbers. They are

to be found everywhere, but we have no

time to collect and dispose of them as

yet
" We have not had time to investigate

Into the losses suffered by the enemy, but

the Russian killed and wounded left on

the Held and others taken prisoner, to-

gether with war material, are very large.

The clothing, provisions, and fodder taken

are piled up like a bill, and It 1b no easy

task to take count of them.
" The number of the prisoner* roughly

calculated up to the 10th Instant exceeds

20,000. This number is still increasing

and It is expected to exceed 10,000.

"
I hasten to telegraph this with a

view to expediting the preparations for

the transportation of the prisoners."

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama reached the Imperial

late on Sunday night :
—

" The prisoners, artillery

trophies taken are still Increasing. The

prisoners and trophies taken by various

columns In the direction of the Sbaho

and the Russian casualties are roughly

as follows :
—

" Prisoners exceed 40,000, includlug

Major-General Nakhlmoff.

"The bodies of the

and found by us

which some 80.000 are estimated to be

killed and wounded.
" The trophies taken are two regimental

rolours, about 60 guns. 60,000 rlfleB, 150

carts of ammunition, 10,000 commissary

carts. 200.000 rounds of artillery ammuni-
tion, 25.000,000 rounds of rifle ammuni-
tion, 15,000 koku of cereals. 55.000 koku

of fodder, light railway materials for

45 miles. 300 railway trucks. 2,000 horses,

various maps (23 Chinese cart-loads),

clothing and other equipment (about

10,000 Chinese cart-loads), 1.000,000

rations of bread, 18,000.000 kwamme of

fuel, 15.000 kwamme of hay. Besides the

above there has fallen Into our hands

immense quantities of engineering tools

and implements, tents, cattle, telegraph

wire and poets, timber. Iron bedsteads, and

stoves, which together are almost In-

numerable.
" No reports have yet been received

from the direction of Hinking."

war

materials were left We have not had

time to take count of these.

" One of the regimental colours which

has fallen Into our hand.- belonged to the

162nd Regiment 41st Division. Sixteenth

Army Corps. This regiment participated

in the wars of 1874. 1878. and 1883. In the

war of 1878 the regiment rendered dis-

tinguished service. Its depot la at

Moghlleff, under the Jurisdiction of the

Vllna military district, and it was com-

manded by Colonel Oabrlloff."

Another dispatch received yesterday

" One of the Russian officers, who was
released at Port Arthur upon affirmation,

proceeded to Slnmlntlng from Shanghai,

thereby breaking his parole. He has been

arrested by our guard at Sinmlntlng. The

guard also seized a quantity of munitions

of war belonging to the Russian Army."

In a dispatch dated . the Marshal

" According to the reports of the pre-

sidents of the medical departments or

various divisions from February 2Gth to

this morning (12th). the total of our

casualties amounted to 41,222 in killed

The following report was received

yesterday from Marshal Oyama :
—

" Our forces marching northwards in

pursuit of the enemy In all directions

continue to Inflict heavy damage upon the

retreating Russians, who attempted at

sevoral places to make a stand. These de-

tachments of the enemy were driven back

about 25 miles north of Mukden on the
and wounded.

This battle, which has lasted from the i

"th Instant Our force* still maintain

last period of February to the first period the pursuit.

The latest dispatch received says :
—

" Particulars of the Russian casualties

In the direction of Hinking are not yet

to hand, but the dead left on the Held

number over 800. According to Russians

taken prisoner,' the 71st Division was

almost annihilated. The trophies taken

in this direction have not yet been In-

vestigated. Among them are coal sheds,

over 400 cars on the light railway, and

about 2.000 rifles. Although the Rus-

sians destroyed their warehouses at

Marhuntan and Maniutuanpao by fire,

thousands of koku of provisions and fod-

der and considerable quantities of am-

munition and other material have fallen

Into our hands."

THE " VEGGA " AND CARGO
CONFISCATED.

of March 1905, will be officially known as

the • Battle of the Vicinity of Mukden.' "

I
The above appear? a vague method of

the duration of a battle, but

" On the field extending about 12 miles

from Kaolltun, south of Cblullkou (a

village west of the railway 15 miles north

of Mukden), an immense number of carts

The crew of the Swedish steamer

" Vegga," which was recently seized, and

Is now at Saseho. was released on Satur-

day and sent on to Nagasaki. The Saseho

Prize Court has decided that the seizure

of the steamer Is justified.

Wednesday, March loth.

MARSHAL. OYAMA sends further lists of

war material taken on the field of

Mukden, but it is evident from Russian

admissions that all has not been taken

account of. and especially that a much

larger number of guns must be in the

hands of the Japanese than the sixty or

seventy reported. One Item among the

trophies—the word Is rather misapplied

in denoting the material left behind by

the enemy—Is the machinery of eight

mines. This machinery—pumping, &c—
Is doubtless that taken from the coal

mines at Yentat when the Russians eva-

cuated the district after the battle of Llao-

yang. Altogether the goods seized by the

victors will go far to supply the Japanese

with anything they want, and doubtless the

mining " outfit " will be put to good use.

Admiral Baron Yatnamoto, Minister for

the Navy, and Admiral Viscount Ito,

Chief of the General Naval Staff, have

jointly addressed a letter of congratula-

tion to Marshal Oyama on his great vic-

tory at Mukden. The letter reads that

the senders received news of the occupa-

tion of Mukden as they were Bitting at a

farewell dinner In honour of Admiral

Kataoka. who was about to leave for the

front and on receipt of the news the

party gave a hearty " Banzai " in honour

of the army. The letter expressed the
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men who have I

Japanese correspondent* at the front

wire that the Army Corps under General

Oku having very successfully carried out

the plan of operations ai the battle of

Mukden, has been specially thanked by

Marsha] Oyama, the Commander-in-Chief.

It Is reported that In the battle of

Mukden Major-Genera! Yoshida was shot

in the shoulder. Major-Generals Ima-

basbi and Mayeda have also been

wounded, but It is not stated If their

wounds are serious.

A special message to the Chronicle

dated London, the 12th instant, says :

—

According to reports from Berlin and
Washington, emphatic statements have

been made by Russian officials in those

capitals to the effect that Russia is deter-

to carry on the war. and will dls

a fresh army to Manchuria.

the battle of mukden.

CRUSHING RUSSIAN LOSSES.

KUROPATKIN'S DESIRE TO BE

A Reuters message of the 12th reads:—
ispatches received in St. Peters-

that the Russians lost during

nt lighting nearly 500 guns and more
than two hundred thousand men.

The Timet' correspondent at St. Peters-

burg states that General Kuropatkln has

asked the Tsar's permission to transfer

his command of the Manchurlan army
owing to his need of rest

A later message la as follows !—
The newspapers emphasize the stupen-

dous significance of the battle of Mukden
upon the history of the world.

The Standard says there will be great

searchlnga of heart In Germany, which
so studiously consulted the ambitions of

ho stubbornly opposed every ad-

of Japan. Great Britain rejoices

unreservedly, continue* the Standard, at

the success of the people wherewith she
is associated by alliance and ties of com-
mon interest and sympathy.

The Morning Pott pay* a glowing tri-

bute to Japanese statesmen, soldiers, and
sailors.

The whole of Marshal Oyama's reports

have failed to convey the Impression of

such disaster as Is created by the Russian

telegram sent from Europe by Rcuter. It

is evident that not the moBt rabid anil-

Japanese can charge the Japanese Govern-

ment with exaggeration in the official dis-

patches from the front. These dispatches,

so far as we have observed, have been

marked with the greatest moderation

since the very beginning. Indeed, they

have always fallen short of reporting the

real character of the fighting, due in a large

measure to the official desire to be exact

and avoid descriptive language, which is

really out of place In an official report.

During the last great battle Marshal

Oyama has sent many dispatches to head-

quarters, but we have been left to Infer

a great deal, and we think every one

must admit that his reports are always

fair to his enemy and free from all ex-

aggeration. General Kuropatkin's admis-

sion of crushing defeat but confirm*

this impression. Official dispatches, ac-

cording to report* from St. Petersburg,

give his losses as 200.000 men, and he

himself "needs rest.'' as Is reported. It

Is known that the Russians have been

defeated, but in this telegram General

Kuropatkln makes the saddest confession

of defeat

"In the direction of the Shaho.—Our
forces In all directions are still assailing
the remnants of the defeated enemy. la
the hilly district east of the Tlellng road,
a large number of Russian officers and

are surrendering to our guards of

The

GENEBAL 8TOESSEL TO BE
OOURT-MABTIALLED.

A telegram ha* been received In Tokyo
stating that on Saturday, the 11th last,

the Tsar issued a Rescript ordering that

arrangement* be made for forming a

Court-martial for the trial of General

Sloessel and other officers who served

under him at Port Arthur. Grand Duke
Vladimir has been appointed President of

the Court, which was to be opened ye»ter-

day (Tuesday). It 1* reported that the

Tsar does not blame General 8toes*el for

surrendering the fortres*. but Is inclined

to decorate him, The majority of the

officers composing the Court however,

bold that he should be deprived of hi*

commission. It I* believed the decision

of the Court will be kept from the public

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama reached the Imperial Head-

quarter* on Monday afternoon :
—

" The trophies fallen Into our hands In

the direction of Hlnklng since February

24th (the day on which the Japanese oc-

cupied Tslnghocheng) are roughly a*

follows : 2,200 rifles, $ machine guns,

320,000 rounds of rifle ammunition, 11,500

rounds of artillery ammunition and cases,

6.000 engineering tool*. 300 horseshoes,

1.200 bundle* of iron wire, light railway

material for a distance of about 32 miles,

450 trucks, 10 Chinese carts loaded with

clothing, coal mining machinery for work-

ing 8 mine*, and 4,000 square feet of

timber. Besides there are immense quan-

tities of cereals and fodder, which we
have no time to count A large quantity

of cattle, horses, tent*, bedding, stove*,

maps and telephone machine* have been

taken.
" The dead bodies of the Russians left

on the field in this direction number
about 1.200, and the prisoners taken num-

ber 80. The Russian casualties here-

about* will be not less than 20,000 In

killed an

A later dlnpatoh from Marshal Oyama
gives the number of earls captured south-
east of Chiullkouize (referred to in his
dlspatfh of the 12tn) as 1,800. The actual
number with the contents of the carls
were as follows :

—
Shi cm. field gun ammuni-

tion 150 carta.
15-c.m. ammunition 300
Rilie ammunition 200 „
Engineering implements ..60 ,.

Telegraph materials 30 „
Telephone materials 30 ..

Bridge-making materials ..50 „
Balloon ropes with pulleys. 2 „

In addition to the above there were 400

commissariat waggons, and 70

with appliances for boiling water,

list is completed by the following :
—

8-cm. field gun ammuni-
tion 14,000 1

15-c.m. gun ammunition
Rifle ammunition
Engineering Implements. 6.000 pieces.
Covered copper wire ... 100 bundles
Telegraph posts 800
Rye 1,000 koku
The remainder of the spoil consists of

clothing, bedsteads, and baking cars.

In the direction of Hinking 120.000

round* of rifle

of artillery

glneering

addition to the capture* already

merated.

KUROPATKLNH SECOND
GENERAL ORDER.

A REMARKABLE DOCUMENT.

General Kuropatkln, whose remarkable
General Order prior to the battle of the
Shaho added not a little to the

of hi* defeat in that engage
la*ued an Order before the battle of
Mukden. According to a telegram reach-
ing Tokyo a day or two ago. he said :

—

" When our Army, forming In line of
battle, has been commanded to bold It*

position, it has always obtained victory,

notwithstanding the superior number of
the enemy or tie fury of his attack. Our

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama which

reached the Imperial Headquarter* yes-

terday, the 14th. reports as follows I—
" In the direction of Hinking.—On the

11th Instant, our detachment drove back

the enemy at Ylngpang (about 15 mile*

east of Wuchun) northward and occupied *lve we have never been victorious.

its position. Thu* our Army defended its

positions at Tashkhao and Lungtzeshan,

and In particular tbe principal positions

at Llaoyang, with great courage and
determination. Sometimes, however, the

Army has failed In Its defence, which la

to be attributable to the uncertainty of the

services assigned to the component parts,

and to tbe prematura use of the reserve*.

"But In defending our position at

Mukden. I do not doubt tbat assisted by

the excellent spirit and condition of tba

Army, a heavy blow can be struck at the

enemy.
" It 1* to be regretted, but we must

admit the fact, that In taking the offsn-

I

failure is i to the fact that
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we did not take sufficient means to dis-
cover the strength ai.d position of the
enemy. Our Army, which should have
made the attack on pre-arranged plans
and with full conviction, acted without
conviction, and was defeated. On one oc-
casion we would prematurely decide to
strike without considering the enemy's
plan

; at others we divided our Army Into
mall columns from want of knowledge of
the enemy's dispositions

; in the worst
cases our Army was lacking In courage to
execute its duty and advance.

" The cause of failure in advance move-
ments should be explained without con-
cealment. We have learned lessons by
past experience and we must be
victorious In future offensive movements.
We are now making preparations for
another attack, and I deem it necessary
to give the following Instructions based
on past experience :—

" L—It is necessary to obtain victory,

even if small, at the outset against the
Japanese advance posts.

"2.-When approaching the enemy, the
attack should not be hurried. It is neces-
sary to know the strength of the enemy,
through the operations of cavalry and
otuer scouts, before striking.

" 3.—It Is necessary, should the fighting

not be concluded, to bold the position at

all cost* In order to continue fighting by
night or next day ; and when victorious
It Is necessary to nastily erect defence
works and prepare for the counter attack.

"4.—Our failure past and present In

the fighting Is due to lack of co-operation

A striking

Instance of this was shown in the battle

of August 20th. In that action the left

wing opened the flgntlng and retreated In

disorder before the proper time had
arrived. This seriously affected the ex-

ecution of the general plan of operations.

"5—When artillery Is well used In

taking the offensive It produces great
effect, but I have seen artillery battalions
fire even without taking observation of
the range. This requires drastic remedy.
" 6.—We arc fighting an enemy who Is

acting artfully against our wings. It la

therefore most necessary to protect our
wings by taking the offensive as well as
remaining on the defensive. The most
effective method to that end Is to strike
at the enemy's wings.
" 7.—When an offensive movement Is

begun, it is necessary to work with full

powers, physical and mental. For this
reason proper rest to the exhausted men
Is necessary, and particular attention
should be directed to the Bervice of the
reserves. I have often noticed lack of

attention In this respect.

"8.—When our Army retreated to

Mukden, the march of the commissariat
of a certain column broke order between
Mukden and Tlellng. Investigation showed
that the rank and Die cf the commissariat
plundered the Chinese Inhabitants along
the way. The commissariat became
broken, marched along a road taken by

other troops, and hindered the march In

general. It la of vital Importance In the

march of an army that the highest order

should prevail, otherwise it Is impossible

to

"The orders Issued are for

operations on the field, and are not ap-
plicable to the entirely new conditions
which may arise, when each body of
troops must In such case act according to

Its Judgement. I do not doubt that our
past experiences in the fighting will be
of great benefit to the Army in the coming
operations. I. In common with the other

commanders, have the deepe

In the unflinching courage of the
,

" To all commanders, I say the

or failure of the onerous duties entrus

to us depend upon you By the action of

officers and men, which will be a model

for coming generations, you will be

enabled to obtain victory under the

trying conditions. Hememfcc
the war between Russia and Japan will

never be brought to an end before we
have obtained the victory necessary for

Russia, whatever the sacrifice. If the war

should be brought to an end without re-

covering from our failures in the

what excuse must we soldiers take

to our Emperor ?

" Oentleman ! you must remember that

your great services will be blessed by the

Head of All the Ru&slas and the multitude

of the Empire. You must obtain victory

over the strong and obstinate enemy by

unwavering determination and action as

" Given under our hand February 6th

(Russian style) at Mukden. 1905.

" (Signed) KL'ROPATKIN,
" Aide-de-camp to the Emperor

of the

Thursday, March ltith.

/~VN the Hlh Inst., Count Okuma. In his" capacity of leader of the Progressist

party, addressed the following congratu-

latory telegram to Marshal Oyama :—" In

crushing the main force of the enemy In

the vicinity of Mukden, you have

achieved a remarkable success. I offer

my heartiest congratulations for the dis-

tinguished services of yourself and officers

and men."

The Third Baltic Squadron, consisting

of the battleship " Nlcolal I.," the ar-

moured coast defence ships " General Ad-

miral Apraksln " and " Admiral Ousha-

koff," and the cruiser " Vladimir Mono
makh," with transports, arrived at Suda
Bay (Crete) on the 13th instant from

• *

A Reuter's dispatch received by the

Foreign Office gives the following report

of General Kuropatkln, dated March
11th :

—
" No fighting took place on the night

of the 10th along the whole front of the

Second Army, with which I am working.

The rearguard of the Second Army was
holding the position in the vicinity of

Shutital Station until 7 o'clock this morn-
ing (11th). No report has been received

from the Third Army.
" A portion of the First Army remained

this morning at points 25 to 30 versts

south and south-east of Tiellng.
" This day (March 11th), the enemy as-

sailed only the rearguard of the Third
Asiatic Army Corps.

"The First Army is placed on the ad-

vance post In eschelon. Other forces keep
up the retreat for the position as pre-

viously reported.

"According to a report received from
the Third Army Its rearguard has halted

this day at a position 25 versts from
Tlellng on the Mukden road, and Is now
confronting a small force of the enemy,
chiefly cavalry."

a

News haa been received In Tokyo to

the effect that the cruisers " Rossla " and
" Gromovoi " are now In a fit condition

both for navigation and fighting. The
repairs of the " Bogatyr " appear also to

have been completed. There are over 23

torpedo-boats at Vladivostok. The num-
ber includes those brought out In parts

by sea or rail. How many submarine
boats there are is uncertain, but It is be-

lieved there are more than five.

It Is perhaps a fortunate thing for this

remnant of the Russian fleet that Vladi-

vostok has been frozen in for the winter.

The Russians have still a powerful naval
forre. which under a daring and otherwise
capable commander might be of Immense
benefit In the defence of Vladivostok.

A telegram to the Chronicle dated
London, the 1,1th Instant, reads :—
The Timet, commenting on the news

of the Russian defeat at Mukden, says :—
" Already we know enough to show that
it is destined to rank with the most
memorable in the world's annals. The
new Generalissimo Is not likely to And
much of an army left to command when
he arrives to execute the new plan of
campaign prepared by the War Council In

St. Petersburg."

The Times Is confident that the war will

be continued even to the last gasp, until

the annihilation or surrender of the re-
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of the Russian Army. The de-

by the Russians already re-

calls the disaster at Sedan, and may yet

equal the retreat from Moscow.

General Kuropatkln Is reported to have

resigned the command of the Manchurlan
Army, urging as a reason for so doing his

need of physical and mental rest.

On the other hand, a message from
Paris declares that the Tsar will recall

General Kuropatkln. and appoint Grand
Duke Nicholas Nlcholaevitch to the su-

preme command, with General Sak-

homllsloff or General Sakharoff as Chief

of Staff

A Reuter's message of the 14th is as

follows :—
General Kuropatkln. wiring to St.

Petersburg on the 11th Inst., admits

having fifty thousand wounded as a result

of the recent fighting at Mukden.

Preparations for the defence of Tiding

are being carried out with frantic haste.

New trenches are being dug. and fresh

fortifications are being constructed.

The Marshal reports the names of the

officers as Captain Ayres. British Navy ;

Surgeon llobart, U.S. Army ; and Cap-

tain Judson, U.S. Army, with two ser-

vants, a Russian and an Indian.

THE BATTLE OF MUKDEN.

IMMENSITY OF THE RUSSIAN

LOSSES.

LEFT ON THE BATTLEFIELD.

OF FOREIGN ATTACHES AT

MUKDEN.

Marshal Oyama reports to headquarters

that several foreign attaches of the Rus-

sian Army were found on the battlefield

by the Japanese during the hurried Rus-

sian retreat from Mukden and were taken

charge of by the Japanese. The attache*

to leave for Llaoyang yesterday and

be sent on to Kobe, evidently

the care of the Japanese authorities.

Yesterday no news of Importance was

received from the front, and the news of

war from Europe consisted mainly of

comment on the effect of tie battle of

Mukden. The Press all over Europe Is

unanimous In regarding the present as

Russia's opportunity—not advantageous,

but an opportunity for suitably closing a

disastrous episode In her history—by pro-

posing peace, which Japan. It Is thought,

would not refuse to entertain. General

Kuropatkln reports that he has fifty

thousand wounded. This at first seems

inconsistent with the Russian official re-

ports, which, according to Reuter, showed
that the Russians had lost 200,000 men :

but It must be remembered that the Rus-

sian organisation is far behind that of

the Japanese, and the Russians are likely

to have left an Immense number of men
on the field. The Japanese have nearly

fifty thousand prisoners, which accounts

for a hundred thousand men. Marshal

Oyama a few days ago reported that there

were 90,(H)0 killed and wounded, so that

It is not difficult to arrive at the con-

clusion that the Russians have lost In

killed, wounded, prisoners, and missing

two hundred thousand men,—a number
which Is nearly double the male popula-

tion of Kobe. In this comparative way

talned by the Russians.

An official dispatch gives the following
further list of the material which has
fallen into the hands of the Japanese,
secured by the army In the direction of

Wuchun :—
Millet 1.880 koku
Maize 1.700 „
Beans (l)aitu) 700 ,.

Crude salt 60 .,

Firewood 5,000 kwamme
Bean cake 60.000 pieces
Pickles 1,000 kwamme

When wilt the variety of the " trophies
"

end f

PRISONERS' ACCOMMODATION.

THE PRISONERS NOW IN JAPAN.

According to a return obtained on the

28th ult.. the number of prisoners of war
detained in Japan on that date was 38.358.

lucludlng Lieut-General Smirnoff and 869

other officers. When all the Invalided

prisoners have arrived from Port Arthur
the total will exceed 50,000, which number
will be almost doubled In a few weeks by
the arrival of well over 40,000 men from
the field of Mukden.

The prisoners of war at present de-

tained at the different depots in Japan
are as follows :

—
Matauyama 3,149

Marugame 360
Hlmejl 2,186

Fukuchlyama 1.100

Nagoya 1.221

Shlzuoka 120
Hamadera (Osaka) 24,989

Nlnoshima 2,287

Dalrl (near Mojl) 1,957

Fukuoka 998

Total 38.357

Friday, Man-h \lth.

AN officer just arrived at Hiroshima

from the front gives an account of the

opening operations of Mukden showing

the Important part played by the artillery

of the Centre Army Corps. This waB the

Okubo column, forming the left wing of

General Nodzu's army, and composed of

batteries of field artillery, infantry, and

siege guns. The artillery with a view

to destroying the enemy's position, and

facilitating the Infantry advance, opened

the battle of Mukden at the centre early

on the morning of the 27th ultimo. On

the previous night the column received

orders to take up the positions previously

decided upon at three o'clock In the morn-

ing. The column commenced its move-

ment at midnight, took up the positions

ordered, and awaited further Instructions.

The points against which the column was

to work were the Russian positions at

Wanpaoshan. Sataokangtze, Shahopao, and

Sanlangtze, east of the railway. The Rus

with guns ranging from 7 -cm. to

calibre, were posted at

They had 18 guns at North

pao, 10 at South Shahopao on the Mukden
road, 8 at North Sanlangtze, 24 at South

6 at Santao-kangUe, 8 at

10 at Slaokuchatze. and a

Vangpaosban. The Russians

had their infantry posted on their left.

To mount their guns the Russians had

reJuced the height of the massive earthen

walls surrounding Chinese houses and on
these walls the guns were mounted, the

artillerymen being protected

The Muraoka Artillery Regiment, con-

tinues the officer, was ordered to open the

firing with the bombardment of San-

langtze, and If It should be found that the

Russians were weak at the point, to storm

Shahopao, At 8 o'clock In the morning
rhe Nakamura battery was the first to

break the silence by opening fire. Shortly

afterwards three companies of Russians

appeared at the front, but hastily retreated

without returning Ore. The Japanese ar-

tillery then directed their fire on

the Japanese had fired some thirty rounds,

the Russians at Sanlangtze, hitherto

silent, suddenly opened fire, which was

the signal for a hot artillery engagement

on both sides. The Russians fought gal-

lantly, and concentrated their efforts with

15-cm. guns on the observation point of

tne field artillery. One battery sent many
shells against the observatory of the

Muraoka Regiment. In a short space

after operations begun many men
on both sides were out of action. Japan-

ese losses were heavy, but the conflict

raged with unabated fury. Fighting was

at Its hottest an hour afte

at this time terrible destruction

by the Japanese heavy guns could be dis-

tinctly seen. The Russian defences, wire

entanglements, ftc., were blown in all

directions by the shells ; fragments of

the Chinese houses could be seen flying

through the air ; but what was more
dreadful, the Russians could be seen as

they were blown up In the air and fell

to earth. This was the

of shell-Are. Gradually tu-
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Bodies of Russian Infantry could be seen

firing at Intervals, but these soon disap-

peared. The deadliest artillery duel was
kept up all day, through the night, until

the next day (38th), when the Japanese

had succeeded In completely destroying

their enemy's defence works. Including

the trencheB of the Infantry. The first

object of the artillery was thus accom-

plished, and opened the way for the ad-

vance of the Infantry, which took place

on the 1st

The officer relates that at about two

o'clock on the afternoon of the 27th, when
both batteries were In full swing, the ob-

servatory of the Nakamura battery waa

struck by a 15-cm. ahell. There were In

the observatory at the time Captain Naka-

mura, In charge of the battery. Lieute-

nants Hldakl and Asal, and fourteen men.

The roof of the observatory was made

of cross rails covered with sandbags two

deep. At the moment the structure was

hit Lieutenant Hldakl had relieved Cap-

tain Nakamura, who then seated himself.

In a moment the place was filled with

dense smoke. Nothing whatever could be

aeen. After a few minutes, when the

smoke lifted. It was found that the rails

le roof were bent, some being

in pieces. The
littered with the contents of the

Captain Nakamura was discovered with

his beard burnt off and his face covered

with blood from numerous wounds caused

by the flying fragments. Lieutenant

Htdakt asked his commander how he felt.

The latter replied that he was quite well,

and discovered In his turn that Hldakl

was bleeding still more from wounds at

the back or the head and on the forehead.

Lieutenant Asal was severely wounded by

a fragment of rail which struck him on

the head. Two men were killed outright

and nine wounded, and only two of those

In the observatory escaped unhurt. It is

probable that bad the shell struck the side

Instead of the roof of the observatory all

the men within would have been blown to

pieces. As It waa, a great deal of the force

of the explosion was wasted In the air,

while the sandbag roof offered

A special telegram to the Chronicle

dated London, the 16th Instant, reads :
—

The opinion In Europe on the Russian
defeat at Mukden Is fairly unanimous.

M. Laneasan. In the Paris SUcte. says

all Russia's friends must be In

In urging that the Tsar should

accept the Inevitable and put an end to

the war. M. Clemenceau, writing In the

Aurora, expresses the view that a war to

the knife can henceforth result solely In

useless slaughter. The opinion In Berlin

Is similar, while the Vienna Press at-

tributes Kuropatkln s defeat to Inefficient

reconnaissance and cavalry.

The

The War Council at St Petersburg has

decided to continue the war, and it Is re-

ported that the Tsar Is personally In

favour of prosecuting hostilities. There

Is deep depression In St. Petersburg, and

the internal revolution Is

A Reuter s dispatch also or the 15th Is

as follows :

—

It Is stated that the Council of War at

St. Petersburg has decided to Immediately

raise a fresh army. This will Include two
divisions of Infantry of the Guards, also

two divisions of Cavalry and Guards with

artillery. Up to the present time none

or the regiments belonging to the Guards
have been called out.

In non-military circles, however, the

belief Is expressed that mobilisation with

the internal conditions as they are at

present is impossible.

KUROPATKIN'S DIFFICULT
RETREAT.

JAPANESE ORGANISATION.

HEAVY LOSSES OF REOIMEXTS.

The following report of General Kuro-

patktn, dated March 11th, has been re-

ceived at Tokyo :
—

" In the fighting of the past few days

we have lost 50.000 men In wounded. The
retreat from Mukden has been carried out

under extreme difficulties, but our rear-

guards have marched In perfect order

to the positions assigned. The transport

was carried out under Japanese fire. The
roads between Tlellng and Mukden are

traversed by numerous rivers with pre-

cipitous banks, which greatly Interfered

with the progress of the retreat. Com-
missary carts were obliged to stop on the

way. and take their turn to cross In single

file, resulting In great delay.

"The enemy has been remarkably re-

inforced. As a result of the examination
of the Japanese dead found on the field,

and from the statements of prisoners, we
learn that General Nogl's army has

participated In the fighting, besides other

reinforcements. The Japanese being near

issesslng every facility for sea

heir losses in the rank and

file are always reinforced. The organisa-

tion of their intelligence bureau Is com-

plete, and they were reconnoitring the

country before the war, so that they are

thoroughly Informed of the typographical

features of our positions everywhere."

12th,

" According to a report from the com-
mander of one of the rearguards a
Japanese force of about one division and

a half Is in sight and within cannon

range. No report of Importance regard-

ing fighting has been received to-day.

The commander of the rearguard of the

that the First

Regiment, of which the

Tsar Is Honorary Commander, has had

severe fighting and lost

men on March 6th.

" All the divisions have suffered very
heavily. The Yulleff Regiment of the)

25th Division lost 1.619 men, but only two

THE BATTLE OF MUKDEN.

JAPANESE OCCUPY TIELINO.

OFFICIAL NEWS.

That the Japanese do not Intend to rest
on their arms as after the previous battle)*

of the Shaho and Ltaoyang seems evident.

They have now pushed on and occupied
Tlellng, and according to many reports
the country between that place

Harbin does not seem favourable to

slan retreat If General Kuropatkin is not
greatly assisted by the railway, which the

Japanese must have rendered difficult. To
transport a hundred thousand men under
such conditions and by a single line will

prove an enormous task. The country
north of Tlellng Is a vast level plain,

dotted with hamlets, but a desert to a
large force of troops. The Russian rear

is harassed by the Japanese, and it will

be interesting to learn how long the race

for Harbin will continue before the Rus-

sians recognise their position as hopeless.

It appears that the Russian division at

Tiding just before the Japanese occupa-

tion formed the rearguard of Kuropat-

kin's retreat, and offered little resistance.

The railway station and other buildings

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama, re-

ceived at the Imperial Headquarters yes-

terday afternoon, says :
—

" Our detachment In the direction of

Hlnklng occupied that place on the 13th

Another dispatch from the Commander-
in-Chief states that the Japanese advance

guard drove their enemy before them and
occupied Tlellng at midnight of the 15th

EMPEROR'S MESSAGE TO THE
MANCHURIAN ARMY.

The following Imperial Message was
granted a few days ago to the Manchurlan
Army in acknowledgement of the great

victory at Mukden :

—

Since last Autumn the enemy had
erected very strong works of defence at
Mukden, stationed a superior force of
troops there, and was prepared to decide
the contest In the next battle, fully con-
fident of winning. Our Manchurlan Army
forestalled the enemy In Its action, and
attacked and fought without Intermission
for over ten days and nights In the
piercing cold, snow, and ice. At last Our
troops routed the enemy, though he most
obstinately and stubbornly held bis posi-

tions, and took tens of thousands of

prisoners. Heavy Joss was Inflicted on
the foe, who was driven in the direction
of Tlellng. Our Army has obtained a
victory unprecedented In the history of

the world, and manifested the prestige of

the Empire to the world at large.

We highly appreciate the unrivalled

success which you. Our officers and men,
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have achieved with such steady per-WWM> You are commanded to work

Replying to the Imperial message, Mar-
shal Oyama, Commander-in-Chief, aald :—
By the glory of Your Imperial Majesty

we have succeeded In entirely annihilating

the enemy, who made a most stubborn re-

sistance, and In striking an unmistakable
heavy blow and achieving our Army's
object In this battle. We. Your Majesty's
servants, cannot help feeling grateful to

receive Your Majesty's most cordial

Imperial Message. We respectfully beg to

assure Your Imperial Majesty that we will

work with Increased enthusiasm and as-

siduity and not fall to respond to the
Imperial desire.

Her Majesty the Empress and tha

Crown Prince also sent congratulatory ad-

dresses to the Manchurian Army.

ScUurdui/, March 18/A.

TTtROM Europe comes the first news of

* heavy fighting north of Tlellng, doubt-

less between the Russian rearguard and
the Japanese force which occupied

Tlellng on the 15th. Meanwhile General

Kuropatkln must be using all his re-

sources to get his main body out of pre-

sent danger, if he Is not already beset on

his flank. This Is not Improbable, bearing

In mind the force sent to some unknown
destination In the north-east a fortnight

ago. Marshal Oyama reports news of

heavy fighting on his right wing, where

General Kurokl Is somewhere north

of Wuchun and H Inking. In a day or two

we shall be In receipt of details of the

sequel to the recent great battle.

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama pub-

lished yesterday morning says :—
" The plan of the Tlellng Railway Sta-

tion Is very extensive, and the accommoda-

tion there is less complete than that of

Llaoyang Russian provisions and fodder

ire piled In great heaps in proximity to

the station, but about two-thirds of the

total quantity stored has been destroyed

by lire. An Immense quantity of other

material has fallen Into our hands, hut

we have had no time to take count of It.

It Is reported that a large number of pri-

soners has been taken In the direction of

our right wing, but no authentic Informa-

tion has yet been received of this."

•

With regard to the occupation of Tle-

llng. a Tokyo authority says It Is not only

strongly defended by nature, but the Rus-

sians had constructed elaborate defences

there, and made It one of the principal

supply stations. There Is little doubt that

the Russians left a very large quantity of

npplles In their hasty retreat Two miles

north of Tlellng Is the large village of

Mafengkou on the banks of the Llao

River, which Is the principal centre for

the distribution of the produce of north-

eastern Manchuria. From this centre

goods are sent down the Llao River to

Mukden. Newchwang. and Ylngkow
Mafengkou Is the place of residence of

Chinese merchants, and the town Is well

furnished with warehouses, Ac. It was
because of Its proximity to Tlellng that

the Russians established their supply

station at the latter place. Tlellng Ilea

between precipitous hills, and about the

only gateway through which the Japanese
could march northward was most strongly

fortified along Its south front. The next

position to the north that the Russians
may hold Is Kaiyuan, twenty-two miles
away. This place, however, la not very
strongly defended, and It Is most probable

that the Russians will not make a stand

there against the pursuing Japanese.

•

An officer who landed at MoJI brings

news from the front to the effect that five

hundred Japanese who were wounded In

the battle of Helkotai and taken prisoner

by the Russians, were recovered by the

Japanese on their entry Into Mukden. The
Japanese prisoners were In hospital.

Over a thousand Russians were taken

prisoner in the city of Mukden.

Lieutenant Iseji Htroshl of a line regi-

ment, and son of Lieutenant-General

Isejl, Commander of the depot of the Im-

perial Ouards. was killed on the 3rd Inst

in the battle of Mukden. The Emperor.

Empress. Crown Prince, and Prince Klta-

shlrakawa have presented sums of money
for sweetmeats to the family, being the

' customary token of condolence.

A Reuter's message dated the ICth

Instant reads :

—

It is admitted at St. Petersburg that a

fierce battle was raging on March 15th

north of Tlellng.

The St. Petersburg correspondent of the

flatly Chronicle states that Great Britain

has presented a Note demanding £100,000

as compensation for the sinking of the

" Knight Commander " by the Vladivostok

Bquadron In July last The Note asserts

that the sinking was unprecedented, and

that the action of the Vladivostok squad-

ron was entirely unjustified.

The British Ambassador has been In-

structed to support the demand in firm

language.

Russia proposes that the matter should

be settled by arbitration.

STEAMERS AND CONTRABAND.

RELEASE OF THE " SAXON PRINCE."

The crews of the " Venus " and " Aphro-

dite," the two British steamers recently

seised by the Japanese and taken to Yoko-

auka, have been released and sent to

Yokohama. It Is stated that both vessels

carry contraband and will probably be

confiscated.

The American steamer " Tacoma."

which was selxed near the Kurlles when

In distress on account of floating Ice, was

taken to Hakodate on Wednesday. The

steamer, which is of 3,000 tons, is fully

loaded with clothing and provisions con-

signed to Vladivostok.

The British steamer " Saxon Prince."

together -with her cargo, has been released

by the Saseho Prize Court. The Court

held that although her capture by a

Japanese war-ship was lawful In the

circumstances, It »as shown by evidence

that she was not bound for Vladivostok.

Sunday, March 19M.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama, re-

ceived at the Imperial Headquarters

on Friday, says :
—

"Yesterday, the 16th Instant, our detach-

ment drove away a force of eight troops

of Hnsrim cavalry with guns on the right

bank of the Llao River, and occupied an > and Laoplen

elevation on the right bank of the river ,
" According to the

north of Tlellng. Towards sunset our ' prisoner, the force of

detachment shelled a division of Russian
(

made resistance south of Tlellng on

Infantry and some ten troops of cavalry the 15th instant was about three divisions,

retreating from the direction of Chien ; and General Kuropatkln remained In the

Knchatze (seven miles north of Tlellng) I vicinity of Tlellng on the 14th directing

1 operations."
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A telegram received In Tokyo yesterday

from Europe announces that the General

Army Staff at St. Petersburg has received

a report that General Kuropatkln lost 106

heavy guns and 360 field pieces. It Is

supposed in Tokyo that most ot these

guns must have been thrown Into rivers

during the flight of the Russians.

The Japanese casualties at the battle

of Mukden up to the 12th Instant are offi-

cially announced to be 42,222. The list

will have Increased since that date, bat

It Is believed by the authorities that the

total casualties will not exceed 50,000.

•

• •

A telegram to the Chronicle dated

London, the 16th instant, is as follows :
—

The war correspondent of the \ovoye
Yremya, writing on the recent defeat, says

that the Japanese missed capturing an

enormous quantity of booty by falling to

cut the railway on March 8th. He con-

siders the loss of the Wuchun coal-mines

the worst result of the Mukden defeat.

Prince Khllkoff, Russian Minister of

Public Works and Railways, declares that

twenty-four military trains are running

on the Trans-Siberian Railway dally, and
soon a larger number will be running.

Viscount Hayashi, the Japanese Minis-

ter In London, has again denied that

Japan has ha.l any connection with peace

A Reuter's message of the 18th reads :
—

Reuter's St. Petersburg correspondent

telegraphs that Russia is considering the

British claim for £100.000 as compensa-

tion for the sinking of the " Knight Com-
mander."

Russia has not suggested, as reported,

that the matter should be settled by

arbitration.

A claim has also been made against

Russia for the sinking of the British

steamer " Hipsang." which was sunk by a

destroyer a few months ago in the Gulf

of Pechlll.

Newspaper dispatches received at St.

Petersburg estimate the Russian casualties

al the battle north of Tlellng to be ISi.imw.

General Kuropatkin has been obliged to

abandon his stores and eighty guns.

A sensation has been caused in St.

Petersburg by a newspaper article written

by Prince Mestchersky. the most In-

fluential of the reactionaries, urging tm-
|

mediate peace, and saying:—"Our al-

ternative is the continuation of the war
without hope, with the certainty of ship-

wreck. The termination of the war would
be followed by the salvation of the coun-
try. The conditions of peace obtainable
now would be better than when Vladivo-
stok and Saghallen are in the hands of

the Japanese."

Reuter's St. Petersburg correspondent
r reports that General Kuropatkln has been

relieved of the command of the Man-
churlan Army, and that General Llnevltch

succeeds him.

A later message says :
—

It Is reported that Kuropatkln 1b al-

reafly en route to St. Petersburg.

• •

A telegram received In Tokyo states

that It has been officially announced In

St. Petersburg that General Kuropatkin
has been released from the command of

the Manchurlan forces and that General

Llnevltch has been appointed Commander-
in-Chief. General Llnevltch, who is re-

ported to be immensely popular with the

troops, Is within a few years of seventy.

He had charge of the Russian detachment

.luring the Boxer troubles of 1900.

Tuesday. March 21.sf.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama. re-

ceived at the Imperial Headquarters

yesterday, says :

—

"Our detachment entered Kaiyuan at

4 o'clock on the morning of the 19th in-

stant and occupied the place. At 10.30

o'clock the same morning a troop of about

sixty Russian cavalry and three companies

of infantry made a counterattack upon

the detachment, but were repulsed and

retreated north westwards. All the bridge*

on the main road south of Kaiyuan havo

been burned by the enemy, and some ot

the railway bridges have also been des-

troyed.

" The number of guns which fell Into

our hands Is gradually Increasing. Many
have been buried in the ground."

Kaiyuan is about thirty miles north of

Tlellng, so that the Japanese are proceed-

ing with great celerity.

During the battle of Mukden 1,212

Japanese officers. Including among the

officers sergeant-majors on special Bervice,

were killed or wounded. The total Japan-

ese casualties exceed 50,000 up to date.

•

The Shanghai Mercury reportB that the

steamer " Munchen ' arrived at Shanghai

on the 14th Instant having on board a
|

number of the Russian wounded from

Port Arthur. After all the ghastly tales

one has read, until recent disclosures of

the horrors of the siege, says the Shang-

hai Journal, one would not be unprepared

to see mangled forms of humanity In the

last stages of starvation. Happily such

was not the case on board the " Mun-
chen." Of the thousand and fifty Rus-

sians on board not more than about two

hundred were seriously disabled, some of

course minus a limb or two or deprived

of their sight. Of the tatter one had. In-

stead of a face, but the remotest re-

semblance to that part of the body. The
other wounded, numbering some six

hundred, were now able-bodied and fit for

service. Few had occasion to wear band-

ages, or required medical attendance.

The remaining two hundred or so be-

longed to the ambulance, wearing the Red

Cross badge, and there were some twenty

nurses. Almost without exception, they

looked hale and hearty and certainly bore

no traces of hunger.

•

Some day we may have the full story

of the Russian defeat at the battle of

Sandepu or Helkotal. After his defeat.

Orlppenberg telegraphed as follows to St.

Petersburg :
—

Kuropatkin has disgraced me. In the

recent lighting my army had the advan-
tage. Success was certain It I had re-

ceived reinforcements.
In place of them I received the order

to beat a retreat. I had said to my troops,
" If a retreat Is ordered kill me." They
did not kill me, but I am disgraced.

According to a correspondent of the

Echo de Pari*. Russian officers in St.

Petersburg declare that It Kuropatkln had

ordered Baron Kaulbars to reinforce Orlp-

penberg he would have prevented Oyama
concentrating to beat back General Grip-

penberg. and would have secured a vic-

tory, which would have taken the Russian
army to Liaoyang.

A special telegram to the Chronicle
dated London, the 17th Instant, reads :—
The resignation of General Kuropatkin

and hiB supercesslon by General Llnevltch

has now been officially announced.

•
• •

A message of the 18th is as follows :—
It appears that General Llnevltch was

selected to succeed General Kuropatkin
because all the other Generals declined

to accept responsibility for taking the

position of Commander-in-Chief at this

Juncture. The opinions expressed of him
in the European Press show that General
Llnevitch's ability 1b not very highly

rated.

8t. Petersburg was the only European
capital where the rocall of General Kuro-
patkln occasioned surprise.

The Times. In a critical estimate of

Kuropatkln's career, says that he lacked

the imagination, energy, and enthusiasm
essential for a great commander, but was

not unsuitable for the position in which

he was placed in that he was able to

utilise the difficult material under him.

According to the Berlin correspondent

of the Daily Telegraph, the German Pre*J

Digitized by Google



Digitized by Google



• • • •
• • •

>ogle



March lilt] DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 183

holds that Kuropatkln's moderate abili-

ties might have deserved him the posi-

tion of a Brigadier-General, but that they

did not entitle blm to tbe position to

which he was appointed.

The French Press continues Its crusade

in favour of peace, and reiterates Its

when

overtures to Japan.

FRENCH PRESS OPINION.

japan's opportunity anu Russia's

A Reuter's dispatch of the 18th

neuter's correspondent at Antananarivo

says that Admiral Robjcslvensky's

squadron left Nossl B« (Madagascar) on

Thursday last for a destination unknown.

The news Is conflrmed that General

Kuropatkin has started for St. Peters-

burg, and that General Llnevltch has as

the command In Manchuria.

A message of the 19th is as follows :—
The St. Petersburg Press Is now chang-

ing its tone and demanding the prosecu-

tion of the war. It praises Kuropatkln's

energy and determination In the face of

the appointment of Llnevltch as his suc-

A telegram received at the Foreign

Office, Tokyo, gives the following as the

tone of French Press opinion on the

Japanese victory at Mukden :—
The signal victory the Japanese army

obtained In the battle of Mukden has
caused a total change In the tone of tho

i
French Press, which has now unanimously

) begun to urge upon RuaBia the necessity

of immediately opening negotiations for

peace. Not only the papers In favour of

Japan and the Socialist journals take this

attitude, but Conservative papers of the

type of the Tempi, Journal and Matin,

and even the pro-Russian BcJio de Pari*
and Oaulvis. The latter express the opi-

nion that there being no prospect of Rus-
sia winning In the present campaign, or In

the near future. It is expedient that she
should negotiate for peace under the most
favourable conditions obtainable. French
capitalists evidently feel considerable

anxiety regarding the future of Russia.

For example, the Matin, which after the

battle of Maoyang declared that the

Japanese had no prospect of any further

successes, published an article on March
15th to the following effect:—

" The destiny of the war has now been
decided. Japan, having secured (he su-

premacy of the sea. has now taken posses-

sion of Manchuria, and Russia has no
prospect of winning a victory in the pre-

sent war. There can be no doubt that to

Japan will fall the fruits of victory, and it

must be recognised that there has now
appeared a new first-class Power in the

Far East. Japan has obtained a position
among the most civilised countries and
her national situation Is in no way In-

ferior to tha( of the strongest nations of
the world. Now Is the proper lime for
Japan to successfully facilitate negotia-
tions for peace upon terms likely to be
acceptable, without demanding an In-

demnity or other conditions which would
bring humiliation upon Russia. In this

way Japan may manifest her generosity."
Despite the advice offered almovt una-

nimously by the French Press, every
from St. Petersburg which Is

In Paris shows that Russia is

resolved to continue the war with all her
force.

GENERAL KUROPATKIN'S
ABILITY.

AI.LEOEt) REMARK ABLE MEMORIAL.

It is reported that recently General

Sakbaroff addressed a memorial to

the Tsar recommending that General

Kuropatkin should be dismissed

from tbe post of Commander - In -

Chief of the Manrhurlan armies. The
memorial contained the statement that

the Russian Army Is not really weak If

the right man Is In command ; and If a

Grand Duke were appointed to tho post,

the Army would be sure to succeed In the

campaign ! Russian defeats In the past

were not, be urges, because of the numeri-

cal superiority of the Japanese, but wer«

due to the inability of the '

Chief.

Thursday. March 23rrf.

BY the occupation of Tieling and Kai-

yuan. the Japanese have possession of

the whole navigable length of the Llao

River, upon which the Ice Is now begin-

ning to thaw. The river and the railway

very greatly facilitate the transportation

of supplies for the Japanese army, and
Mukden and Tiding being centres of dis-

tribution in that part of Manchuria, the

Japanese will now be able to secure ample

supplies of provisions and fodder, which

will relieve them from the necessity of

looking principally to supplies from

home. Kaiyuan, now occupied by the

Japanese, Is situated at the point where

the road from Mongolia Joins the highway

from Mukden to Harbin. It is the largest

city in that section of Manchuria, and is

surrounded by a wall thirty feet high and

about eight feet thick, having four en-

trance gates. The Kaiyuan River runs

south of the city, and empties Into the

Llao. thus giving facility of transporta-

tion. Another large town, Chongtufu, is

situated about seven miles north. Here

the produce and manufactures of the sur-

rounding country are brought for dis-

posal, and here the Russians established

a supply station. By retreating from thla

place the Russians are cut off In great

tneanrc from the products of the country.

As Chongtufu is about eighty miles north

of Mukden the Russians have been driven

a great distance from the locality of the

late battle, and are retreating as rapidly

as possible with the Japanese in hot pur-

suit

•

It appears that the vanguard of the

Japanese which occupied Tieling was

General NishlJIma's column.

The total number of Russians taken

prisoner up to the 13th Inst, is estimated

at 53,000 and (he casualties of the Rus-

sians at 130.000.

A telegram to the Atahi from Mojl

says that communication was established

between Generals Kurokt and Nogl on the

7th InBt . which enabled them to destroy

the railway north of Mukden, and thus

compel the surrender of the Russian

forces whose retreat was cut off.

•

Subscriptions towards the fund of the

proposed Volunteer Fleet, which is being

organised by the Imperial Marine Society,

have been unexpectedly large, the amount

subscribed, it Is slated, baring greatly

exceeded the estimate. The Marine

Society Is now engaged In making ar-

rangements for the organisation of the

A special telegram to the Cnronir/e

dated London, the 20th Instant, reads :
—

The Kovoe Vremya has Interviewed a
high official, who s(a(es that the question

of peace will be submitted to the Council

of Ministers after reorganisation under

the new Prime Minister, who, it in

thought, will be M. de Wltte.

The scheme for double-tracking the

Trans-Siberian Railway has been aban-

doned.

It is reported from St. Petersburg that

General Kuropatkin U to retain command
of the First Army.

A Reuter's dispatch of the 21st in lant

Is as follows :
—

It is understood in SI. Petersburg (hat

Genera) Kuropatkin preferred to r-iTiiln

In Manchuria and has accepted th n com-

mand of the First Army.

The place of origin of General ! Ine-

vltch s dispatches Is not disclosed, t r h«

Is apparently on the Sungart River, rhere

forces from Russia are reaching him.
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It Is believed In Russia thai the pre-

parations for renewed mobilisation have

been largely undertaken for the purpose

of strengthening Russia's position In the

event of peace negotiations being entered

ANOTHER CONTRABAND
CAPTURED.

JAPANESE MEDICAL SERVICK.

SPLENDID RECORD IN

SURGERY.

On the 18th Instant the British steamer
" Harberton." 3,265 tons, on her way to

Vladivostok with a cargo of Welsh coal,

was seized by a Japanese war-ship.

Am--
lmlta-

CELEBRATING THE MUKDEN
VICTORY.

SUCCESSFUL GATHERINGS IN KOBE.

Reuter's representative with General

Oku s Corps sends the following resume

of the work of the medical service at-

tached to the Left Wing Army Corps :-

The Japanese army surgeons and hos-

pitals have accomplished a triumph In the

domain of field surgery and medical treat-

ment. According to returns obtained from

the Chief Surgeon with General Oku's

army there have been only 40 deaths from

disease in his entire command since Its

landing on May 6th last.

The figures show that of the 24.642 cases

treated up to December 1st, 18,578 re-

covered, 40 died, and 5.609 were sent to

Japan. It is believed that these figures

are unequalled In the history of warfare.

There were only 193 cases of typhoid and

342 cases of dysentery, but the number of

berl-berl patients numbered 5,070. The

other cases were not serious.

The casualties sustained by the army

from May 6th to December 19th were :—
Killed.—Officers 210, men 4.917. Wounded.

—Officers 743, men 20,337. Missing.—

Officers four, men 402. Sixteen per cent,

of the wounded died. 19 per cent, re-

covered on the field, and 65 per cent, were

gent to Japan ; 85 per cent, of the wounds

were caused by rifle bullets, 8 per cent, by

shells, and 7 per cent by bayonet or sword

thrust*. The largest percentage of re-

coveries was from chest wounds, while,

as regardB other wounds, the percentage of

recoveries was larger from wounds In the

bead and abdomen than from Injuries to

other organs. This is attributed to the

small calibre of modern rifles, the per-

centages In the other Japanese armies

being, it Is believed, about the same.

PRISONERS FROM THE FIELD

OF MUKDEN.

Information has been received by the

authorities In Tokyo to the effect that 47

Russian officers and 5,150 of the rank and

file, who are among the prisoners taken

in the battle of Mukden, left Talren

(Dalny) on the 17th instant for Nino-

shlma, near UJlna. A thousand of these

. will be Interned at Himejl.

Happily, notwithstanding the doubtful

weather forecast, Tuesday was favoured

by very fine weather In Kobe, enabling

the Battle of Mukden to be officially cele-

brated under the most

The day opened with threatening

as predicted by the Weather Bureau, but

lit* sun was In complete possession be-

fore noon, the streets dried up In a re-

markable way. and wl.es the time arrived

for the ceremonies at Nanko Temple there

was nothing whatever to

or the proceedings.

At a signal fireworks

shortly after noon, when subscribers to

the celebration arrangements began to

assemble In the temple grounds. There

was a large concourse of people, Including

many foreigners, and each Individual re-

ceived a small national flag at the en-

trance to the temple compound. Inside

there were flags In profusion, decorating

all parts of the large enclosure. A plat-

form was erected at the upper end for

the convenience of speakers, and from

this, at two o'clock, when the chief of

the spectators were seated, Mr. Okada,

Acting-Mayor, read a congratulatory ad-

dress, followed by addresses from other

gentlemen. After the bands present had

played the Kimigayo, H.M. the Emperor,

the Army, and the Navy were honoured

by three rousing " banzai." Conjuring

attention until four o'clock, when the

gathering dispersed. Numbers of mili-

tary and naval officers were present by

Invitation.

The Mlnatogawa boulevard was a great

attraction during the afternoon. The

shipping circles of Kobe and Hyogo held

their own celebration here. At the

southern entrance to the avenue was

erected a large arch In evergreens. Three
" property " steamers were alio on view,

" Elkoku (England)-maru," and '

rlca-maru." A building made In

tlon of a Russian palace met an
mlnious fate during the

it was fired upon b

In the evening a very targe lantern
procession formed Into line at the Mlnato-
gawa, and paraded the streets with effigies

of three steamers and bands of music.
The city was well decorated and many
Japanese and foreign houses were il-

luminated at night-time. The Nippon
Yuscn Kaisha, as usual, led the way In

the character of Its decorations, while
the Tanaka Shoten were also

In the Foreign Settlement

made a display, as did the various Clubs.
On Tuesday evening Governor Hattori

and the officials of the Kencho assembled
in the State Hall of the building and

toasts in honour of the victory.

RUSSIA'S REPORTED DECISION'

TO CONTINUE THE WAR.

A telegram received at the Foreign
Office states that the following dispatch

sent by the St. Petersburg correspondent

of the Cologne Gazette has aroused great

attention from the German Press :

—

" The Russian Government Is firmly

decided to continue the war until Russia

has obtained the victory. The refusal

of the French bankers to undertake the

flotation or a new Russian loan has

greatly embarrassed the Russian Govern-

ment, but this Is not likely to have the

effect or causing a change In the deter-

mination of the Government. In case no

immediate arrangement Is arrived at be-

tween the Russian and French financiers,

a further domesUc loan will be

MEMENTOES OF THE WAR.

of articles to be
j

of the war 1

Russia arrived In Tokyo on

Port Arthur. They include two

cal mines which were laid by the Ja

at the mouth of Port Arthur harbour and

afterwards picked up by the Russians and

preserved ; a torpedo discharge tube,

damaged by Japanese shot ; two funnels

or the steamers used for blocking the en-

trance to Port Arthur (the runnels being

so perforated by shot as to resemble a

pepper castor)

the battleship
"

Friday, March 24th.

THE rearguard of the Russian Army

north of Kalyuan Is retreating

along the Changchun road, and la

keeping In touch with the Japanese

vanguard. The Russians are now at

a point about 25 miles north of

Kalyuan. The Russian forces have

retreated in three directions by the

Klrin and Changchun roads, and west of

the railway. According to the latest

news reaching Tokyo, It appears that the

Russians are concentrating at Kir n and

Changchun with a view to making a

stand. News haa been received in Tokyo

that the Russian troops have entirely re-

treated from North Korea, and not a

single Russian soldier Is now to be seen

south or the Tumen River.

A dispatch from Mojl describes the oc-

cupation of Mukden by the Japanese on

I the 13th Instant. The Aklyama detach-

I ment (detachments are generally knonn
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by the name of their commanders),

by a force of cavalry, left Shali-

». about twenty miles south-west of

sfore daybreak on the morn-

of March 3rd and reached Chin-

at 6 o'clock in the evening,

w hen an officer's patrol was sent out to

reconnoitre. The patrol discovered that

a mixed force of Russians, about two re-

giments strong, was occupying a position

mt Hantzellng. about eight miles south-

west of Mukden. This news was at once

reported, and It was decided to take the

The Japanese were short of

having lOBt heavily in the preced-

ing action, and It was arranged that the

cavalrymen should flgbt on foot. At this

time, however, the outpost brought in

over a hundred horses which had belonged

to the Russians, though how they were

obtained Is not clear. With this rein-

forcement the main body of cavalry com-

menced the advance. The cavalry formed

the right wing and the infantry the left

After marching for about three miles, at

4 o'clock in the afternoon the action was

General Aklyama
a messenger for reinforce-

ments. The artillery opened the battle,

and the guns roared away until 7 o'clock

the following morning, a period of. fifteen

hours. The Russians' resistance was

such that the Japanese did not progress,

and an Infantry assault was abortive, the

Japanese being unable to advance more

about two hundred yards. On the

of the 7th, after three days of

at which the Japanese, seising the oppor-

tunity, dismounted and pressed the attack.

But they met with as strong a resistance

as before, and the fighting, as the distance

between the combatants became less, grew

more desperate In character. On the

morning of the 8th, the Japanese charged

the Russian first line of defence, when. It

is stated, about 2.800 Russians laid down
their arms and surrendered. These pri-

the attack

against the front or South Gate of Muk-

den, but a change was made, to facilitate

the operations of a column working Bide

by side with the Aklyama detachment,

and it was decided that the latter should

advance to the West Gate. The detach-

ment, therefore, having overcome the first

line of defence, marched against the West
Gate. The Russian main line of defence

before this, and the

defence works were effectively concealed

by bundles of millet stalks plied high.

The detsebment waited until dark before

In the meantime an at-

to discover the position

of the defence works, the Japanese being

posted on high ground and enabled to take

observations. After an exhaustive scout-

ing of the position, the Infantry was or-

dered to charge, covered by the heaviest

artillery fire that could be brought to bear

on the defences. There was a long and
determined fight about the trenches, the

Russians at last gave way, and by mid-

night the Japanese were in

In this engagement the

treat losses, and the battlefield at

break of day was covered with the dead

and dying. As the Aklyama detachment

entered Mukden by the West Gate, ano-

ther detachment entered by the South Gate.

Regimental colours were hoisted over the

West Gate as the victorious troops

marched through.

It Is stated that at the West Gate of

Mukden 5,000 prisoners were taken, and
no less than 18.000 at the South Gate. A
Japanese force was at once sent In pursuit
of the Russians who were retreating

through the North Oate. The
of the formal entrance of the

into the city was held on the 13bh Instant,

after which the victors, leaving a small
guard at Mukden, advanced northwards.
It was found that the defence works at

Mukden were in no way Inferior to those
at Liaoyang, the abattls, trenches, barbed
wire entanglements, pits, Ac., being all

well-constructed.

A special telegram to the Chronicle
dated the Zlst Instant reads :

—

The Paris journal FHumanitt publishes
an article condemning Prance for her dis-

regard of the laws of neutrality, and
warning her that International complica-
tions would be likely to arise It, as Is

possible, a naval conflict between Russia
and Japan takes place in French waters.

retreating In disorder north-eastwards

along the railway, a detachment of the

Russian cavalry halting at a point about

23 kilometres north of Changtufu."

Changtufu la about fifteen miles north

of

A Reuter's dispatch to the Foreign

conveys the following report of

General Llnevltch. dated March 20th :

—

"Our armies continued the retreat

northwards

PRIVILEGED PRISONERS OF
WAR.

A
follows :

—
The Third Baltic Squadron

Suda Bay for Port Said.

THE PURSUIT OF
RUSSIANS.

of the 22nd Is as

left

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama. re-

ceived at the Imperial Headquarters on
the 22nd Instant, says :

—

" Our detachment In pursuit of the

enemy entered Changtufu at 2.30 o'clock

on the afternoon of the 21st instant.

-The

Prisoners of war have enjoyed a great

deal of freedom since their detention in

Japan, but this freedom is restricted If

there Is any attempt on the part of tha

to abuse the liberties allowed

The Minister for War recently

rules for the control of those

prisoners whose families have followed

them, and who are allowed certain pri-

vileges. The substance of these regula-

tions Is as follows :—
Officers having families, and who in

good faith take affirmation not to attempt
to escape or Injure the discipline of the
Imperial Japanese Army, may be allowed
by the Commander of the garrison where
they are interned to take walks within
certain llmlu and live with tbeir families
in private houses outside the prisoners'

depot, provided that the approval of the
Minister for War Is first obtained. Tha
affirmation shall be drawn up In writing,

and one copy shall be retained by the
Superintendent of the prisoners' depot
and the other by the prisoner. The
Superintendent shall adopt the rules be
thinks fit for the control of prisoners who
have been given the permission men-
tioned, ami take other measures for their

control In concert with the gendarmerie
and local authorities. Walking
the depot must be restricted within

persons the

when demanded by the authorltlea These
prisoners must not carry arms. During,

their walks they must not be allowed to

send or receive malls, telegrams, or any
other communication. They must not visit

friends living In private houses without

first obtaining the permission of the

Superintendent Prisoners living outside

the depot with their families, when send-

ing malls, telegrams, Ac, must first sub-

mit them to the Inspection of

authorities.
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Saturday, Afarch 2TrfA.

THE Japanese are continually making

the discovery of guns (hat have been

thrown Into wells or rivers or burled In

the ground by the Russians in the battle

of Mukden. Thus as the operations of

clearing the field progress, tne Japanese

are adding to the total of guns taken

from their enemy, and the number now ex-

ceeds 150. A full statement of losses and

gains Is expected shortly from Marshal

Oyama.

Major Inagakl. who fought at Llaoyang.

has arrived in London as extra military

attache to the Japanese Legation.

The city of Changtu, or Changtu-fu.

which was occupied by the Japanese on

the 21st Inst., Is situated thirteen miles

north of Kalyuan. Unlike most Chinese

towns of Importance It Is not surrounded

by any wall, and It Is divided Into two

parts by a river running through it.

Changtu-fu Is an important trade centre

and the place of residence of many rich

merchant*. Twelve miles north of this

city ia the town of Slaotatte on the

banks of the Llao River, also a busy

place, on the road between Fakumen and

Changtu-fu. The east and west Llao

Rivers have their confluence at this point.

Further north of SlaoUtze, fifteen miles
away and still on the Llao River, is Ktn-
chatun. connected by a well-made high-

way from Changtu-fu. Both these points

are expected to be captured shortly now
that the Japanese are In occupation of

Changtu-fu. In possession of these towns
the Japanese will be In a position to

divert to themselves the supplies coming
down the Llao from Mongolia, an ad-

vantage which will be a serious blow to

The Foreign Office Is In receipt of news
of the official announcement that Gene-

ral Kuropatkln has been appointed to

the command of the First Army In Man-

churia by the order of the Tsar, due. It is

believed, to the General's own applica-

tion.

•

Dr. Botkuls. who returned to St. Peters-

burg last month from the front, is re-

ported to have said that Kuropatkln has

been ill for some time and that his malady

takes the form of a loss of will power.

•
• •

M. Bloomlndoff, a Russian naval re-

serve officer, who la supercargo of the

j

contraband stetmer "Carlisle." which at

Manila recently met with such unwelcome
attentions from Japanese fishermen, has

stated that complete equipment for three

shipbuilding yards has been transported

from Germany to Vladivostok. This

officer is reported as saying that six cruis-

ers of the first-class are now In course

of construction at Vladivostok.

UNITED STATES AND PEACE
PROPOSALS.

Rumours associating the U.S. Govern-

ment with peace proposals between Japan

and Russia have been widely circulated,

and as this Is causing much trouble to the

Japanese Legation at Washington, the

U.S. Department of State has published

the following official announcement :

—

" The United States Government has

neither received from the Japanese Go-

vernment any terms for peace to be com-

municated to Russia, nor has the United

States Government independently en-

deavoured to approach the Russian Go-

vernment on the question of peace directly

or Indirectly."

A telegram to this effect has been re-

ceived at the Foreign Office. Tokyo.

Sunday, Afarch 207//.

VO official news was received yesterday

from the front. The Russian troops

massed at different places north of the

line from Changchun to Klrln are grad-

ually advancing southwards towards

Cnangchun. General Ltnevitch. It is

stated, remains at Changchun, mustering

ftMh troops from Europe. The next posi-

tion for the Russians to make a stand will

probably be the line from Changchun and

Klrln. Two roads lead to Klrln from the

south, one from Kalyuan, via Itungchau,

and the other from Wuchun and Ylng-

pang. via Hlnklng. The former runB

through a plain, but the latter Is through

hilly country.

• •

Kirln is the largest city in North-East-

era Manchuria, situated on the right bank

of the river Sungari. Here are yamens

and military barracks The wall sur-

rounding the city Is five metres high, and

2 metres thick, with eight entrance gates.

The clty'B population is 130,000 to 160,000.

One or two ranges of hills near the city

are fortified.

Major-General Nakhimoff. the principal

of the prisoners taken at Mukden, will be

Interned at Nagoya, where he will prob-

ably Join General Smirnoff and other Port

Arthur officers.

•

Of the Russian prisoners taken at Port

Arthur who have been freed on parole,

1,286 brought to Nagasaki had left

for home between January 10th and the

end of last month. Of this number 664

were officers and officials, and 622 of the

rank and file (servants to the officers).

Besides these there were 9 priest*. 11 sur-

geons. 22 women and children, 4 servants,

and 5 postmen.

•

A London telegram to the Chronicle

dated the 24th instant reads :
—

The St. Petersburg correspondent of

fEcho de Parit reports that the squadron

under Admiral Nlbogapoff will join the

squadron under Admiral Rohjestvensky

early In April.

•

A later message says :

—

The Baltic squadron has appeared In

the Indian Ocean.

I PRISONBRS OF WAR IN JAPAN
AND RUSSIA.

JAPANESE PRISONER'S LETTER

The Atahi publishes a Tokyo dispatch

which says that the opinion Is growing in

military circles that the treatment and

privileges received by prisoners of war in

Japan should be modified. It is main-

tained that the conditions under which

the Russian prisoners live are better than

those of the Japanese soldiers themselves,

as is evidenced by the expenditure required

for both. This shows to the world the

generosity of the Japanese In their treat-

ment of prisoners, but when generosity

exceeds its proper limit evil will result,

the Russians being led to forget their posi-

tion as prisoners, which is not desirable

in the soldiers' own Interests. The treat-

ment of Japanese prisoners In Russia Is

Ing much Inferior to that given to the Rus-

slan soldiers, and In view of this fart it

1* advisable for the Japanese authorities

to make the accommodation of the Rus-

sian prisoners equal or inferior to that

of the Japanese soldier. The dispatch

Bays the authorities of the First Army
Division are now considering this ques-

tion.
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Another reason why the treatment of

Russian prisoners la beginning to attract

Ion Is that the officers are

allowed to live In private houses out-

side the prisoners' depots and to take

walks.

As a contrast the Asahi publishes a

letter from a Japanese prisoner In Russia,

the letter having been addressed to Mr.

Tamal. Editor of East Alia, the Japanese

Journal of Berlin. In It Mr. Kobayasbi

a commissioner of the Imperial

Railway, who was taken prl-

In June, having been a passenger

on the " Sado-maru." describes the life of

Japanese prisoners in Russia. Writing

under date December 11th, Mr. Kobayashl

says :
—

"
I was taken prisoner by a Russian

war-ship on June 15th. After remaining

at Tomsk for about a month. I was sent

on to European Russia, where we pri-

soners were divided into parties of eight

or ten, and interned at different places.

After living In a hotel for fifty days. I

left on November 3rd for a small village

150 miles south of St Petersburg, and

I am living an unhappy and mono-

life. I met here all the other pri-

soners from whom I bad parted on the

way, which was some happiness, but no

one can Imagine what a monotonous life

we are living. This Is only a hamlet with

a barracks and about fifteen houses. We
are scarcely able to obtain the dally neces-

saries of life, and are living In the bar-

racks. In all there are 378 of us. of whom
69 are treated as officers—7 army officers.

3 navy officer*, 15 civil officials. 39 ships-

officers. 1 merchant, and 4 Englishmen

(officers of the steamers) ; and 309 as of

the rank and file—16 soldiers, 18 naval

men, 133 seamen. 72 coolies, 10 who were

2 photographers, 1 canteen

21 Koreans. 5 Chinese, and 1 wo-

Ten are at present sick, but all the

rest of us are healthy and strong. Our only

consolation is the news which roachos us

occasionally of Japanese victory. At pre-

sent 1 am studying Russian and am now
able to understand the greater part of the

said Captain Judson, "our position Is a

somewhat delicate one. There are many
Interesting things that I could tell you,

but we are attached to the Russian army

and are now in the enemy's country, virtu-

ally prisoners of war. so that It would not

do for us to say anything, even of a gene-

ral character, for publication."

In course of conversation Captain Jud-

aon mentioned that It was about a year

ago that he left St. Petersburg for the

front. They used to get the Cftronicle In

Mukden and often that was their only

meana of learning what was going on In

the outer world. He was surprised, on

reaching Kobe, to find that the name of

the paper had been changed, and ex-

pressed his great regret that he could not

provide any " copy " for the paper now

he had got to its place of publication—the

last place In which he expected to find

himself when he left St. Petersburg.

The treatment they had received from

the Japanese since they had been In their

hands had been all that they could desire.

Colonel-Surgeon Havard was heard to say

that he should be glad to get

adding significantly. " I have

enough."

THE MURDER OF ATTACHES.

A Cberoo telegram to the AsaM says

one of the Chinese accomplices In the

murder of the French and German at-

taches has been arrested at Talmo, near

Klaochau Bay. On being examined by the

Taotal, the prisoner confessed that he was

a confederate In the crime by which the

two officers lost their lives when voyaging

in a Junk from Port Arthur to

A WAR CORRESPONDENT'S
VIEWS.

The of Mr.
newspaper. I am constantly obtaining McCu,lagn who hJut been reprM«nt,ng lhe
novels from home, but none of my friends

have sent me soy or sake, which the Rus-

sian Government would likely pass duty

free."

FOKEIGN ATTACHES WITH
THE RUSSIANS.

BROUGHT TO JAPAN.

The three foreign attaches who were

among tho prisoners captured by Marshal

Oyama's Army when General Kuropatkln

fled from Mukden arrived at Kobe yester-

day. They are Captain Ayres, of the

British Army. Captain Judaon. of the U.S.

Army, and Colonel-Surgeon Havard of the

U.S. Army.

Captain Ayres was out when a repre-

sentative of the Chnmicte called at the

Oriental Hotel yesterday ; but Captain

Jndeen was " at borne." though neither be

to say much
" Ton see,"

Paris edition of the yew York Herald

with the Russian Army, have been unique.

When he first came out to the East he

became connected with a paper In Bang-

kok ; later he came to Japan and was

appointed to a post on the Japan Time*.

From Tokyo be went to Port Arthur and

joined the Xovi Krai, and was the first

correspondent to cable an account to

America of the Initial attack on Port

Arthur by the Japanese fleet. Then he

got through to Kuropatkln's lines as

stated, and he has now arrived In Japan

again as a prisoner of war. According to

the vernacular Press, be has given an

account of his recent experiences to a

Japanese staff officer. His remarks are

reported as follows :—
- On the occasion of the battle of Mukden

the First Army under General Llnevltch

was In the direction of Fusbun, the

Second Army under General Kaulbars In

the west, and the Third Army
General Bllderlng in the

ness. General Mlstchenko. who
wounded at Helkotal. did not participate

In the battle. The Russian soldiers were

dispirited and had no desire to fight They
generally considered further fighting use-

less. Kuropatkln believed that N'ogi's

Army had advanced towards Hangchang
and gathered his forces in the direction of

Fushun. He disregarded the west But

a large Japanese detachment suddenly

appeared west of Mukden and the Russian

ptan of campaign was upset. The numeri-

cal strength of the Russian army in this

fighting was about three hundred and

eighty thousand. On March 10th. at 3

p.m.. I tried to proceed to Tleling on

horseback. At this time the Russians

were retiring. Then I met the Japanese

forces, and while I was proceeding ahead

I was fired upon from the front, so I

escaped eastward. On the following morn-

ing the rifle fire subsided. In the mean-

time tho Russians suspended firing.

Then I surrendered to the Japanese Im-

perial Guards. While I was at Mukden
I was with the Second Army under Gene-

ral Kaulbars. 1 think the Second Army
uid thought it would be a good

the Japanese, but my opinion

Is thst the Russians retired because their

right wing was weak. On March 1st

General Kuropatkln was at the Mukden
station, being before that In the centre

and on the left wing. The foreign
i

were asked to evacuate Mukden on :

9th. I think Kuropatkln also left Mukden
at that time. The Russian right wing was

weakened because the main forces were

sent to their left wing. During the battle

Russian troops were transferred to the

right wing, but they became exceedingly

fatigued and were nearly unfit for fight-

ing. I should say that the Russian casual-

ties sustained near Mukden up to March

10th were at least sixty thousand, ex-

clusive of prisoners. The correspondents

believed that the Russian army would be

victorious because the Rusalans deceived

us by saying that their left wing had

driven away the Japanese from the moun-

tainous regions and had already crossed

the Taltze River. There were large stores

at Mukden, but the Russians set Ore to

them. I think the Russians were unable

to carry away supplies because they had

no time at their disposal. As to the trans-

port of arms. I saw nothing and am un-

able to speak concerning this matter. I

think the Japanese have proved them-

selves superior to the Russians In all re-

spects. The Russians are gentle In

nature, but they cannot handle arms well.

The majority of them are Ignorant pea-

sants. The officers are not afraid of

death, but they are not resolute and

ecause they are not In

in their views regarding the ob-

ject of the present war. They knew of the

disturbances at home. I think the reason

why the Russians continued fighting near

Mukden despite the shattering of their

centre was that the general situation was

not known. It la my belief that the battle

Of Mukden will b« ths i

view is ala
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The Russian officers first believed in their

victory, as their positions were strong.

When retiring from Mukden they did not

know a large Japanese force was In the

north, but thought that only a small num-

T>ies>la>i, March 2$th.

r reference to the Japanese pursuit of

the Russians, it Is stated that the de-

tachment of a Japanese column which oc-

cupied Changtu on the 21st Instant still

continues to follow the Russians retreating

northward. The actual pursuit was con-

cluded on the 19th Instant when the

occupation of Kalyuan took place, after

being maintained for twelve days from

the 8th Instant and covering about 80

miles. Such a long pursuit has rarely

been recorded in the history of wars.

After the occupation of Kalyuan the

Japanese army has been, In military

parlance, merely engaged In following the

enemy, keeping In touch with him all the

time In order to verify his whereabouts.

In pursuit assault is made as a force ad-

vances, and pursuit is therefore to be dis-

tinguished from the mere keeping in

touch. The Japanese advance guards may

now have entered upon the valley of the

Sungarl and a new phase of the plan of

operations will be developed.

A Vladivostok telegram of the 4th Inst,

reports that two thousand Japanese

troopB landed at Songchtn, on the north-

east coast of Korea, to which place they

were conveyed by steamers from war-

ships. A flotilla of torpedo-boats covered

tie landing. No news of such a move-

ment has been published in Japan.

•
• •

A dispatch was received at the Imperial

Headquarters, Tokyo, from the detach-

ment in the occupation of Hlnklng to the

«ffect that the Russians retreating from

that place went in the direction of Hal-

lungtlng, about a hundred mlleB to the

north-east A report from Welyuenpao-

men. dated the 24th Instant, says there is

about a troop of Russian cavalry near

Mlenhuachl, which is 22 miles north-east

of Kalcheng and due east of Changtu-fu

on the Klrln road. Small forces of Cos-

sacks are seen In the district between tne

towns mentioned. A dispatch from the

detachment in the occupation of Changtu-

fu reports a small force of cavalry about

twenty miles north ; while a dispatch

from the outpost In Klncbatun (22 miles

north-east of Fakumen) says there are

no Russians at Kanplng, a town on the

borders ot Mongolia, but there Is still a

small force twenty-five miles north of

this town.

A Reuter's telegram dated the 25th In-

stant reads :

—

Russian correspondents at the front

ber of Japanese cavalry proceeded north-

ward. On the night of March 9th I was
In the press censor's room, but communi-

cations were not Interfered with and all

expected a Russian victory. As a matter

of fact, however, a portion of the Japanese

army had already crossed the Hunho on

the previous night. It will take a long

time before the Russians can regain their

fighting strength."

discuss the present situation of the

Ruslan Army In a most pessimistic tone.

They state that a vast turning movement
on the part of the Japanese Is developing,

and express the belief that Harbin will

be untenable unless 200,04)0 reinforce-

ments are sent immediately.

General Rcnnenkampff (who com-

manded the Russian Left Wing) Is stated

to have lost three-quarters of his force in

the recent fighting.

Tbe Third Baltic Squadron has arrived

at Port Said heavily laden with stores.

They shipped little at Port Said, being

apparently anxious to avoid delay In

sailing on Friday night for Jibuti!.

A dispatch of the 2Cth Instant is as

General Llnevltch. In a dispatch dated

the 24th Instant, reports several cavalry

skirmishes In the vicinity of the railway

line.

Another the 27th

leftThe Third Baltic Squadron
Suez, proceeding southwards.

A Ukase has been Issued depriving

General Grippenberg (who left the front

for home on his own responsibility for

tbe purpose, It was stated, of making
certain charges against General Kuropat-

kin) of the command of the Second Man-
churian Army, though be retains his post

of Aide-de-camp to the Tsar.

HOW THE "KINO ARTHUR'
RAN THE BLOCKADE.

NARRATIVE BY AN OFFICER.

There Is an account in the Hongkong
Telegraph of the running of the blockade

by the " King Arthur," the last vessel to

reach Port Arthur before the surrender,

which forms interesting reading. The
writer says :

—

The days of the blockade-runner may be
numbered, but there are still adventurous
spirits who find a prosaic life—on a small
salary—too enervating for their volatile

nature, and the chance of a healthy half-

hour of excitement with the additional
prospect of an honorarium at the end of

It, Is the very thing to appeal to them.
A good many stories about running the
Japanese blockade to Port Arthur have
gained currency, but with the exception
of those which failed and passed through
the Japanese Courts, little credence can
be given to them. Of the Authenticity of
tbe " King Arthur's " trip to Port Arthur

there cannot be the slightest doubt One
of the officers who modestly, perhaps dis-

creetly, desired his name to be withheld,
although he Is engaged as chief officer

on a Hongkong boat at present, told th*
narrative of the " King Arthur's " lively,

not to say perilous, run from India to

Port Arthur.
How the " King Arthur " came to be

chartered by the Russians is outside the

question. The boat was loaded with
Sn.iSKi sacks of flour at one of the

|

ports in India and a crew of i

its were signed by each of th«

Europeans that he would do his best to

carry the vessel to Port Arthur. There
was no secrecy about the destination. Tbe
crew knew perfectly well what was before

them, but a substantial bonus and that

venturesome nature which still lives in

British blood overcame all scruples.

When the " King Arthur " wan loaded

as high as they could manage, the vessel

left India. The first stop was at Saigon,

where she coaled. Two days were spent

at Saigon, and with full bunkers the
" King Arthur " started on the final stage

of her run to the north. Unfortunately,
the Captain became 111 and remained ill

for the rest of the voyage, but there were
willing officers to step Into the
In the teeth of a gala the " King .

was navigated as far as the
promontory. Then a fleet of Japanese
cruisers hove In sight.

" We went on," said the officer, " quietly

and as unostentatiously as possible. You
may be quite sure of that. At night, the

search-lights began to play upon us and
we thought that the Japanese had tumbled
to our little game. Well, we decided to be
cautious—If you like we were a bit

frightened. At any rate. It was too hot for

us, so we got."
At the time a furious gale was blowing

and the " King Arthur " was pitching and
tossing like a cockle-shell. Every man
was on watch ; there was no place for

the weary or the sluggard on board that

vessel. Haunted by Japanese men-of-war,
swept by search-lights, and washed every

five minutes from stern to stem by the

mountainous waves, the "King Arthur"
was not a pretty picture. There were

stout hearts aboard, however, and there

was never the slightest suggestion that

the enterprise should be relinquished. In

the night, when the Japanese cruisers

were momentarily quiescent, the "King
Arthur's" head was turned to the south

and the vessel ran to Staunton Island. A
day was spent there, and although the

weather bad not moderated In the

slightest degree it was again resolved to

try the caprices of Fortune and if possible

make Port Arthur.
Prior to the start from India a day and

a date had been fixed for the appearance

of the " King Arthur " outside the fortress

of similar name. The Russians knew
what was coming, and the idea was that

the fleet at Port Arthur should make a

demonstration with the view of diverting

attention from the merchant ship and

allowing her to creep under the guns ot

th« fortress without molestation. It was

still blowing hard, and Ice could be Been
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Japanese Regiment resting after an Engagement.
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in all directions, but " wc could not tarn
back"—a pretty sentiment worthy of an
old crusader. " We were two hours be-

hind time." continued the officer, " ant
that Is what saved us." When a voyage
has been mapped out bo that two hours
make a difference It Is evident that little

has been left out of calculations. " A
private code was Riven us by
sl&ns, but it proved inwslcw

we did come In sight of a
they didn't understand us at all. or at any
rate they made no reply to our signals.

" We got within four miles of Port
Arthur when a Japanese cruiser spied us

and hoisted the code signal
—

* Stop Im-
mediately.' We knew what that meant so

we clapped on all the steam we had and
ran for all we were worth. We were doing
between 9 and 10 knotB an hour at the

time. The Japanese man-of-war started

to chase us, and it was a pretty lively time
for us. You can bet your sweet life that

we worked then. When a man wasn't on
deck he was shovelling coals for dear life.

Here was Port Arthur just before us, and
It would have been tantalising to fall at

the last moment. There was no sign of

the Russian fleet, which had promised to

come out and help us ; but It didn't matter
In the end.

" When the cruiser got within distance,

she began shooting with her big guns.

And here came In another bit of luck.

One of the Japanese shells whirled over

the ' King Arthur ' and landed right upon
a sunken mine, which lay directly In our
path. The mine exploded and what was
meant for our destruction really proved
our salvation, ror it cleared the track and
left us a straight passage to Port Arthur.

" We ran into Port Arthur ' full pelt/

and lay alongside the ' Sevastopol.'
"

When the Russians came aboard, ac-

cording; to this officer, the first question

asked by the crew of the " King Arthur "

was—" Why didn't you help us In T " The
Russian reply Is noteworthy—" Nobody
but a Britisher and a British ship could

do what you have done, and we didn't

come because we didn't think we should

be required. We expected to Bee you
blown up by our own mines." And this

was accompanied by a raising of hands,

and a volley of klsBlng which unnerved
the blockade-runners a great deal more
than the tempest and the Japanese shells

had done.
In Port Arthur, the officers and men of

the " King Arthur " were treated as
heroes. They were promised all sorts of
things. Every man saw himself a living

medal-stall, something between a
champion wrestler In gala attire and a
prlie dorklng. The Captain of the " King
Arthur " was presented with a silver cup
to be kept on the boat That waa the full

and total extent of the gifts given to the
crew. Promises are like pie crust. It Is

true, but the funny part of the whole
matter Is this—Although the officers

and men got extra pay for their work
they didn't Heem to consider that ; what
they wanted was a medal. However, they
didn't get it. so there the matter stands.

After unloading the " King Arthur" the

vessel started on a run to Shanghai or
Hongkong—It did not matter much what
port she reached so long as the Japanese
crulRera were passed. The vessel got 72

miles off Cbefoo when a Japanese
squadron surrounded her and she was
captured. The story after that stage Is

well known.

SOME HORRORS OF THE
BATTLEFIELD.

THE CARNAGE ON THE RCSSIAN

LEFT.

A Russian correspondent at General

Rennenkampff's headquarter*, telegraph-

ing on the night of March 5th via Mukden,

presents a dreadful picture of the suffer-

ings of the wounded leaving the battle-

field. On this day the Russian left had

been advanced slightly, and several

Japanese trenches had been carried at the

point of the bayonet, according to the

correspondent, who was evidently un-

aware that the Russians were already ex-

periencing a serious reverse on their right

The correspondent says :

—

Saturday afternoon and night (4th)

were comparatively quiet, there being only

an occasional scattering artillery firing In

progress. The rest is very welcome to

the soldiers of this division, who have
repulsed 120 attacks within the fortnight,

and who have been engaged In continual

fighting during that length of time. The
Russian artillery forces and the

guns have been cban§
tlnuously.

The road northward Is crowded, as far

as the eye can reach, by a continuous file

of two-wheeled Chinese carts full of Rus-
sian wounded, the best testimony of the

valour with which the army of the east,

fighting continuously for a fortnight, has
defended every inch of the ground over

which it has been compelled by superior

numbers to retire. Each cart bears from
three to five wounded men. whose exhaus-

tion Is almost too utter for them to feel

pain. Scarcely a groan or cry is heard

—

not even the moans of the dying—only the

dismal creak of the rude wheels and the

thud of the ponies' hoofs are audible.

Most of the wounded have their heads
covered with Chinese blankets or dirty

coats stiff with coagulated blood, hiding

wan and dirty faces, distorted with pain,

sunken eyes and expanded nostrils. Here
and there Is seen a cart with two wounded
men between whom Is a corpse, which
with every Jolt pounds against the hapless

living comrades of the man on whose
face death had sealed the

unbearable agony.
The valley in front of the

tlon has become a valley of

abat

which neither side

Again and again the Japanese charged
down the slope and up the hill. Acatn
and again the Russians counter-attacked,
trying to gain possession of the " hill with
the tower." No quarter was asked for or
given by either side. The enmity ceased
only In death.
Here sits a Japanese upon a stone, a

.'• pause for rest having been
t Into eternity. There lie two
bayonets sheathed In each

other's breasts. Everywhere corpses

—

corpses—corpses ! For two days the Rus-
sians had been concentrating a heavy
artillery fire on " the hill with the tower."
stopping the Japanese sapper work. At
2 o'clock In the morning yesterday (4th)

the Russian skirmishers heard a noise at
" the hill with the tower." Creeping for-

ward they discovered that the Japanese
were heaping up corpses as defences. The
Russian field batteries Immediately
opened fire and forced a cessation of the

work.
At dawn yesterday the Japanese at-

tacked the Russian positions near

Oubenepusa. The attackers were scarcely

recognisable as valiant Japanese, so

mechanically did they move forward, and.

with undying persistence, attack, only to

be thrown back. They repeated this at

10 In the morning after a preparatory

artillery bombardment, and reached the

Russian trenches, where a bayonet fight

ensued. At the crucial moment General

Alien*, commanding the vanguard, arrived

on the scene with two companies and

turned the scale against the Japanese.

Among the wounded was Lieutenant-

Colonel Hrostltsky of the General Staff,

who. nevertheless, remained at the front.

Towards evening the fight slackened

The Japanese employed an Ingenious

scheme to deceive the Russian artillery,

whose shells, though having the ranges,

appeared to be exploding In the wrong
place. The officers were about to resort

to experimental firing when the skir-

mishers reported that the Japanese were

exploding small mines and even throwing

dirt In the air with spades to
-

deception.

NON-COMBATANTS AT

MUKDEN.

An official dispatch from the front

states that of the Russians taken pri-

soner at the battle of Mukden the follow-

ing non-combatants have been released:—

Persons of rank equal to that of

47 : of rank equal to that of

missioned officers, 357 ; women nurses, 9 ;

priests, 2 ; merchants. 4. These were

sent to the rear by the Japanese outpost.

The following non-combatants were sent

to either Chefoo or Shanghai as they de-

sired :—PerBons of rank equal to that of

officers, 23 ; women nurses, 23 ;
person*

equal to the rank and file of the army,

Wednesday, March 2ftth.

TN a dispatch Marshal Oyama reports that

* two Russian regimental colours were

taken In the battle of Mukden. Another

was afterwards picked up, and all three

arrived in Tokyo yesterday. One of them

it complete with tbo staff, but the two

others are broken, while one of the latter

Is adorned with a decoration.

.*.

The entry of vessels Into the port of

Newchwang was permitted by the autho-

rities on the 27th Instant TwentyBve

steamers were waiting outside the port

on that day for permission to enter.

Major - General Mayeda, who was

wounded In the battle of Mukden, suc-

cumbed to his Injuries on the 27th Instant
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In a field hospital at the front It Is

officially announced that Major-Gencral

Mayeda has been promoted to the rank of

Lieutenant-General and decorated with

the 3rd Class i f the Golden Kite and the

Double-rayed Rising Sun.

THE PRISONERS OF WAR.

ENORMOUS TOTAL FROM MUKDEN.

Of the Russian prisoners taken In the

baulo of Mukden. 40 officers, their atten-

dants, and 6.000 of the rank and file will

be interned at Kanazawa, and 33 officers,

their attendants, and 1,000 of the rank

and file at Sabaye. under the authority of

the Kanazawa Army Division. The first

and second batches—30 officers and 1,230

men—arrived at Kanazawa on Monday
night.

The transport to Japan of the Russian

prisoners taken at the battle of Mukden
will take about a fortnight longer before

It is completed. The vanguard of the pri-

soners passed through Kobe on Saturday.

THE FRENCH ADVOCACY OF
PEACE.

ux-rnEXCH mimsteb or MABIXC AMD THE

RUSSIAN POSITION.

nations, the raiaon d'itre of the Fran co-

ltu»»lan Alliance Is lost. The French

Government, therefore, must. In the in-

terests of France, exert Itself to relieve

Its ally from the peril."

the part of Russia to mobilise her force*

on a large scale will presently be aban-

doned and that only drafts will be sent

sufficient for the army now under General

Llnevltch. who will pursue Fabian tactics.

Renter's correspondent at St- Peters--

burg learns that a majority of the Council

of Ministers at a meeting on Friday

agreed In principle that the opportune

moment has arrived for initiating »!*P«

in the direction of peace, and that thl«

decision will probably be communicated

to the Tsar on Saturday.

A special to the Chronicle dated Lon-

don, the 28th, Is as follows :—

The 8t. Petersburg correspondent of

the Htan&arA wires an Interesting storf

a» to the Tsar's attitude regarding peace.

The correspondent alleges, on wh»' »«

stales to be credible authority, that tli«

Kaiser recently wrote to the Tsar, »<ItIv

ing him to make peace, and offering hit

friendly services. On the letter beta*

shown to M. de Wltte, the latter advised

the Tsar to agree to the Kaiser'* »"****•

tlon, whereupon the Taar replied angrilr.

" Do you advlae that, too T You are not

a patriot."

The Kaiser. It Is said, repeated bis ad-

vice In a second letter to the Tsar, bnj

the Taar Is reported to have tossed ">«

letur aside, remarking :
" B •« * lonS

before I follow that counsel"

On the 25th Instant the Matin pub-

lished an article from the pen of M. Pel-

letan. Minister of Marine In the Combes
Cabinet, strongly advocating peace. M.

Pelletan, having pointed out the

ticabillty of Russia organising

army and routing the Japanese, concludes

as follows :

—

" Supposing that Russia Is only able to

obtain the ultimate victory at the cost of

exhausting her energy, I am sure she

would fail by reason of the heavy burden

of debt after the war, and would be com-

pelled to Isolate herself from European

politics for years to come, having lost her

effective military power. In that case,

the Franco-Russian Alliance would be no

more than a mere name. When Russia

sends out the flower of her army to Man-
churia, the Franco-Russian Alliance will

be reduced to nihility, and if she does

not maintain In Europe a military force

to secure the respect of other

THE RUSSIAN STEAMER
"PROGRESS."

When the war between Japan and Rus-

sia broke out there were several Russian

vessels lying in Japanese ports. Among
these was a vessel at Hakodate named the
•• Progress," which, it will be i

was attached by the Nippon Yu
in satisfaction of a claim for

arising out of a collision between the

" Progress " and the " Tokal-maru." It

seems that this vessel being Russian »aa

seized by the Government, the attachment

not being apparently regarded as a valid

protection In face of the new situation

caused by the outbreak of war.

Our vernacular contemporaries now

state that the Nippon Yusen Kalsha Lis

purchased the " Progress " from the

Japanese Government and has re-named

her the " Vladivo-maru."

Tliurmhijf. March 'M)fh.

rARSHAL OYAMA'S latest dispatches

Indicate that the Russian forces

which retreated from Hlnking were

concentrating at Halluntlng, a pro-

>wn situated in the hills

of Wuchun and south of

Kirln about seventy-five miles from

either place. As the whole route

of the Russians from Hlnking was

through a hilly district and their progress

Impeded by snow, coupled with the lack

of supplies, it Is thought the Russians will

experience great difficulty In reorganising.

It Is expected that the troops will there-

fore continue their retreat to Kirln.

•
• •

The 0»aka HoinicM correspondent with

the Japanese Left Wing, writing on March

12th, says the Russian losses In the tattle

of Mukden are equivalent to the total

loss of, six Army Corps or thirteen divi-

sions. At the time the fighting was

opened, the total strength of the Russian

forces was declared to be 18 Army Corps

or 36 divisions. The Russians suffered

moBt along the railroad north of Mukden.

General Nogi. on the extreme left, har-

rassed their retreat on the north. General

Oku. on the left wing, intercepted the

retreat on the west, the Centre Army
Corps, under General Nodzu, pressed

from the south, while the right wing,

under General Kurokl, and the extreme

right, under General Kawamura. attacked

the south-east and east The Japan

thl

Russians who were mustered in the vicin- !

ity of the Mukden Station found their i

only way of retreat to be In a north-

1

easterly direction, through the billy Chau-

pel range, and the Japanese rapidly ad-

vancing from three sides resolved them to

try and break through the Japanese ad-

vancing on the main road. With this ob-

ject they repeatedly attacked the Japanese

left wing west of the railway, only to be

repulsed with heavy loss. Realising their

danger the Russians now grew desperate.

Four Army Corps endeavoured to force

a way In another direction. They at-

tacked the Japanese extreme left which

held the railway, and after repeated

charges succeeded In breaking through

the Japanese lines, but at the cost of over

40,000 men In killed and wounded, half

their force. About 70,000 Russians killed

in the actions referred to were found

lying on both sides of the railway. The

remnant was simply a target for the

Japanese and an immense number were

ahot down as they ran. the country for

about ten miles around the station being

covered with dead. When the correspon-

dent wrote gendarmes were busy clearing

the field. As to the prisoners, many Rus-

sians were hiding In Mukden and the ad-

joining villages. The total number cap-

tured was about thirty thousand.

of the 27th

It
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THE PRISONERS FROM
MUKDEN.

INTERVIEW AT YOKOHAMA.

Some of the Russian prisoners—About

seven hundred—passed through Yoko-

hama on Sunday (26th InBtant) on their

way north, and a representative of the

Japan Herald bad the opportunity of an

Interview with one of them. The pri-

a motley-looking

eked

out with Chinese coats, and they were as

characteristically dirty as every Russian

of the lower classes is popularly supposed

to be. Allowance must be made, however,

for what they have gone through and the

time that they had been cooped up in the

train. It was not, however, their dirt or

their ragB which struck an observer most

;

It was their extraordinary cheerfulness.

They were not cast down or ashamed at

being prisoners, but apparently very glad

to be out of It all." The writer says of

the Interview :
—

Running my eye along the carriages

I picked out a fellow who seemed

more civilised than the rest, and who, I

thought, might speak French. I asked

him In French where he was captured,

and he answered me In the same language
— which he spoke fairly well — "at
Fuahuncheng." or so at least I Interpreted

the sound. 1 then questioned him as to

bis treatment by the Japanese. This, he
and certainly his state-

out by the conduct of the

For not only

were the men looked after by the officials

In charge, and their wants seen to as far

as possible, but they were bountifully

supplied by other Japanese with tea and
tobacco. In fact, the conduct of the
Japanese was perfect. Not only were they
free with their little presents, but they
were sparing of anything that could hurt
the feelings of the prisoners. There was
no grinning, no pointing, no laughing, no
undue curiosity. They treated the cap-
tured Russian as Thomas Atkins treated
the captured Boer. I can say no more.
To return, however, to my Russian

friend. I questioned him as to the Russian
commissariat. He had no words strong
enough. Everything, he said, was hor-
rible. Not enough flour,

was mixed with sand, as was the

There was a terrible shortage, too. in

medical stores and comforts, In everything
In fact save " champagne for the officers."

My next question was about the effect

caused by the news of the St. Petersburg
massacre. Had they heard of It before

the battle ? " Why. certainly. And that
is why the Japanese beat us so easily this

time. We did not light as we fought In

front of Llaoyang or In October. We will

fight no longer for the TRar, who is so

cruel, and orders poor people to be shot

for no reason at all. They only wanted
Justice. The monkey-men (makaki) are
tete-montre because they have beaten us
so badly and taken so many prisoners ;

but really 50.000 men have deserted, they
have not been taken prisoner. Very often

whole battalions laid down their arms
without firing a shot, when If they had
fought hard, and marched fast, they could
have escaped. The officers beat us with
the flats of their swords, and called us
traitors, cowards ; but we said "—here be
spread out his hands, and lapsed

Here, remembering the case of one
Russian regiment, which came out of

action with 1,619 men and only 2 officers,

and calling to mind the stories one hears

about the French troops In 1870, and about
our own native levies In Africa, I drew
my bow at a venture, and asked In that

delightfully Indirect fashion which the

French idiom so well facilitates :
" In

these combats so stubborn one is easily

able to shoot officers whom one does not

like, eh ? " He answered with a some-
what bloodthirsty grin, and an enigmati-

cally Parisian shrug of the shoulders. " It

Is possible."

Then the whistle blew, and the train

steamed off. much to my disgust, for I

had many questions still to ask him.

What division, what regiment was he in ?

Who were bis parents ? Was he married ?

And If so, what provision had been made
for bis wife, and children, if he had any ?

Poor fellow, he will probably never see

home again, If the treatment of tbelr

soldiers in former wars Is any guide as to

how the Russians will dispose of their

captured countrymen when peace

comes. The Russian custom has been to

disband their men, on the advent of peace,

wherever they happened to be, Irrespec-

tive of the distance from home, and to

give returned prisoners a free passage

only to the nearest point In Russian ter-

ritory. When peace comes, how will the

thousands of Russian rank and file, with

only a few kopeks In their pockets. And
their way across Siberia ? We may depend

upon It that Russia will kill two birds

with one stone—save the cost of trans-

port for the liberated prisoners, and

colonise Siberia by the simple expedient

of handing over to each of thorn so many
acres of land to cultivate, which, lacking

the money to return to " Holy
they will perforce be obliged to do.

Friday, March 31*f.

rilHE pursuit or following of the Rus-
A slans continues. News reached Tokyo

yesterday that a Japanese detachment

marching northward from Fakumen oc-

cupied Tawa on Wednesday afternoon,

after driving away a small force of Rus-

sians. Tawa is 55 miles north of Faku-

men, and on the road to Changchun and

Hualte. As Tawa is only about 25 miles

south of Fenghua, that place may be oc-

cupied by the Japanese In a few days.

A detachment marching from Kalyuan

has also occupied Llenhua, about 25 miles

north-east of Kalyuan, on the road from

Kalyuan to Klrln. A detachment march-

ing from Wuchun and Hlngklng Is re-

ported to have occupied Shanchengtze on

evening. The march of this

is slower than others, be-

cause fts course Is over ground broken by

hills.

• •

It 1b stated that during the battle of

Mukden the Japanese lost no more than a

thousand horses, which can easily be re-

placed by the horses taken from the Rus-

sians, a much better breed of animal and

A Reuters dispatch of the 29th Instant

Reuter B corresponJont at

that the steamer "Dart." which has ar-

rived from Rangoon, reports having

sighted thirteen war-ships, accompanied

by fourteen colliers, steaming eastward at

a point 250 miles north-east of Madagas-

A STAFF GENERAL ON THE
WAR.

THE EVIL OF PUBLICITY.

NUMBERS ENGAGED IN RECENT
BATTLES.

General Nagaoka, Vice-Chief of the

Army Staff at Tokyo, on Monday ad-

dressed the Oriental Society at the Nobles-

Club. In the course of his speech Gene-

ral Nagaoka said that while civilisation

was promoted by speech and pen. silence

was the friend of war. General Nagaoka
contrasted the soldier of old-time Japan
with the soldier of the present day, and
the ease with which an army was once

supported when soldiers lived by plunder-

ing the Inhabitants compared with the

complicated commissariat arrangements
necessary In these times. The General

also dealt with tie difficulty of preserving

war secrets with an army composed of

all classes, with freedom of

the Press existing, and an Intelligent pub-

lic waiting for news, and compared this

with the time when the army was com-

posed practically of one class which did

not mix with the people.

" In requiring funds for the war from

the nation," continued General Nagaoka.

" It Is necessary to divulge war secrets to

a certain degree. Japan and Russia have

been contesting the field with equal de-

termination, and both sides are utilising

every scientific principle to the fullest

extent. Wireless telegraphy, the tele-

phone, the carrier pigeon, and the dos

have been used in practical warfare In

Manchuria for the Brat time In history.

Under these circumstances the world Is

concentrating Its attention on the pre-

sent war, and every action Is a subject of

close study. War secrets are therefore

liable to be divulged through various

channels. The forces in the Held can

guessed at from the most trifling matte- -.

Ni-w.spaper correspondents with Ihe army

at the front, are unlike those In the Japan-

China War. most of whom were people of

the uaihi type with little learnlns or

education. In the present case, most of

the correspondents are men of knowlelse

and intelligence, and much of the corre-

spondence written Is practical and to the

which la attractive
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to readers may be very detrimental to the

preservation ot war secrets. There are

many Instances In which news published

in the papers has led foreign experts to

infer the plan of operations of the Japan-

ese. This evil Is particularly to be

avoided In the present war, when all the

Powers are bo Intent in the study of war-

fare. As you will be aware, the specula-

tions of newspapers regarding the plan of

operations is Immediately translated into

foreign languages and transmitted abroad

by telegraph. This Is very dangerous.

Important matters relating to warfare

must be kept absolutely secret, and the

ultimate object of war can only be ob-

tained by the nation at large In main-

taining reticence. It Is Impossible to

expect the common people to maintain

secrecy, but the intelligent should do so

In regard to the Interests of the country.

For success in the war the nation must

implicitly trust the authorities respon-

sible and leave everything to them. Other-

wise the nation will certainly lose. For

the education of men to be entrusted with

the onerous duties of war, that is, officers,

the nation is doing its best, and it is this

that renders It essentially important to

train the ablest men. In this matter, let

us take Russia into consideration. What
has been the result of the Russian Govern-

Interfering with the work of the

landers In the field T You have no

to trouble yourself, but only need

rely upon the army. War cannot be car-

ried on without a heavy sacrifice, and we
are making a heavy sacrifice. The nation

must be prepared to turn this sacrifice to

advantage or the Empire will be ruined.

The war will affect us politically, econo-

mically, and socially, and these matters

require study, and are receiving attention

at the hands of the authorities.

" The present war has established some

records In battles. In modern times the

duration of continuous fighting has never

exceeded three days, but the battle of

Uaoyang lasted 8 days, the Shaho battle

S days, and the battle of Mukden 14 days.

Thus the belief that the duration of fight-

ing would be shortened on account of the

Improvements In the science of war and

the larger forces put in the field has not

apparently been Justified. During the

fourteen days of the battle of Mukden.

Japanese officers and men worked with

Insufficient food and sleep ; but they

worked like giants rather than human
beings. In this we felt that they found

at the same time a worthy enemy."

The General concluded by describing

the barren country' surrounding Mukden,
the hardships of the troops campaigning

in a temperature 7 to 12 degrees below

freezing point, with Ice two to three feet

thick covering the ground. Such work
called for strong men, and Indeed proved

the good physique of the Japanese. Their

achievement was the result of the train-

ing of the Army In the past thirty years,

and the Japanese people should keep the

fact well In mind that such work required

a strong and healthy body.

In the course of his address General

Nagaoka gave some interesting particulars

of the numbers engaged In recent battles.

The total Russian and Japanese forces en-

gaged In the battle of Liaoyang, he said,

were 460,000 ; in the battle of the Shaho,

580,000 ; and In the battle of Mukden,
850,000. The headquarters at Liaoyang

of Marshal Oyama were the centre of

over 140 telegraph and telephone

tlons. He said the fleld-po*

greatly developed during the present war.

In the year and ten months during which

the troops at the time of the Japan-China

war remained In China, mails dispatched

from the field of campaign numbered
12.000,000, and money remitted by Post

Office orders amounted to ¥6.600.000

During one month alone of the present
war (December) 16.284.900 lettora were
sent by post, while the I

to the end of

ning amounted to about ¥20.000,000.

THE MAINTENANCE OF THE
PRISONERS OF WAR.

HEAVY COST TO THE GOVERNMENT.

The number of prisoners taken in the

battle of Mukden Is no'

30.000. the number having

combatants having been released, and
many of the wounded having died. This
number, however, will bring the total of

prisoners in Japan up to 70,000, and their

maintenance becomes a serious question.

Estimating the cost of food, clothing, and
lodging at 50 sen per day per bead, the

total cost of the prisoners to the

ment will amount to ¥12,600,000 i

The prisoners, also, have certain

In cash from the Government as provided
for In the Prisoners' Regulations.

THE CONTRARAND TRADE.

ANOTHER STEAMER CAPTURED.

The British

captured on the 28th

war-ship. No
of the

" Industry

Instant by a Ji

is yet to

Sunday, April 2nd.

A REUTER S dispatch dated

March 31st. Is as follows :
—

The Aden correspondent of the Daily

Mail wires that sixteen colliers are

leaving Jibutil singly under sealed order.*,

going to Hatavta or Diego Garcia.

The St. Heter«burg correspondent of the

Daila Chronicle stales that the Finnish

Senate has offered Russia to contribute

one million sterling towards the expense*

of the war on condition that no Flnlander

is sent to the Far East, The Tsar, after

a ton;; consultation with hi* Ministers,

has accepted the offer. Consequently

26.0IHI men In Finland have been

from service at he front.

THE RUSSIAN PRISONERS AT,

OSAKA.

for 8 two

DISORDERLY MEN SENTENCED.

On Friday five of the Russian prisoners

at Hamadera, near Sakat, who created

much trouble on the 3rd and 4th ultimo,

were sentenced to imprisonment oy a

court-martial. One of the men, a sergeant

of the 11th Company. 3rd battalion, 27th

East Siberian Fusiliers, was sentenced

to Imprisonment for ten months with

labour ; two sergeant-majors of the East

Siberian Gendarmerie to Imprisonment

with labour ;

to the 12th and 9th

of the 3rd battalion. 26th East Siberian

Fusiliers, to two months with labour.

They will serve their sentence in Osaka
Prison.

As reported at the time, a number of

the prisoners objected to the authorities

recording Information of their personal

rank. ftc. and instigate

to refuse to comply with the .

authorities, maintaining that there wai

no provision In the law of nations war

ranting this being done. The malcon-

tents assaulted and Injured some of

prisoners who obeyed the order.

of the
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Tuesday, 'April 4th.

ATELEORAM to the Chronicle dated

[.on ill in the 1st Instant, reads :—
Admiral Rohjestvenskys fleet ha* left

Madagascar. The speed of the squadron

has diminished by two knots owing to

the ships
1

hulls being fouled by

The death-rate among the crews Is very

heavy, while the discipline on board the

A Reutcr's message of the 2nd instant

Is as follows :
—

The Third Baltic Squadron has passed

Perlm. making for Jibuti],

Ten trains are leaving Russia dally

laden with commissariat and war material

for Vladivostok In preparation for the

forthcoming siege.

The following dispatch has been re-

ceived from Marshal Oyama :—
"Our officer patrols which have ad-

vanced from the direction of Hallung-

cheng came into conflict with about 300

Russian cavalry at 2 o'clock on the morn-

ing of the 28th ultimo at Shanchengue.

30 miles south-west of Hailungcheng.

The Russian force which retreated In the

direction of Hailungcheng is about 4.000

Infantry and cavalry, and there remain at

Hailungcheng about 2.000 Russian

cavalry. Between Yingecheng (35 miles

north of Hinking) and ShanchengUe large

stocks of cereals are stored at different

places. No change of note has taken

place in the situation of the enemy In the

direction of Klrtn and Changchun since

my last report."

•

The following reports sent by Marshal

Oyama on the 31st ultimo are pub-

lished :—
" A report from the detachment In the

occupation of Hlnktng says that according

to Chinese arrived from the direction of

Hailungcheng. the Russian troops and the

Chunchuses under the command of

Colonel Madrlnoff which were mustered

near Hailungcheng, retreated northwards

a few days ago by way of Mayenshan. It

appears that the Russian troops are now
concentrated at Klrln.

" According to a report from Welyueng-

paomen. no change has taken place In the

enemy's situation near Mleuhuachl, and

there is a small force of Russian Infantry

at Chiehshenkou (32 miles north-east of

Kalyuan). and also on an elevation in the

vicinity thereof.

" A report from the detachment In the

occupation of Changtu-fu says the Rus-

sian cavalry camps have retreated to

Erhtaohotze (25 miles north) and the

vicinity of Kuchengtxe. The station at

was burnt down by the

cavalry camps remain on the line between

Pengllutun (30 miles north-east of Kaku-
men) and Tungtakou (S miles east of

Fengllutun). A Russian mixed force still

THE NEUTRALITY OF CHINA.

ANOTHER RUSSIAN NOTE TO THE

" A report from the detachment In the

occupation of Fakumen says the Russian

The Kokum in publishes a 'Washington

dispatch stating that Kussla has again ad-

a Circular Note to the Powers
Japan of having acted In viola-

tion of the neutrality of China with re-

spect to Mongolia, and cautioning the

Powers that there were signs of another

outbreak by Dozers.

In reply to this accusation. Baron
Komura, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

telegraphed to the Powers denying that

Japan had ever acted In violation of the

neutrality of Cnlna. and declaring that

Russia had. Baron Komura speclflces vio-

lations on the part of Russia.

It is believed that China, desirous of

investigating the Russian accusation and
of avoiding Russian demands for compen-
sation after the war, will ask the Powers
to appoint an International committee in

order to ascertain the facts, and establish

the guilt or Innocence of the belllgereaU

with regard to the neutrality of China.

Wednesday, April 5th.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama, dated

the 31st ult.. states that on that day a

detachment of the force occupying Kal-

yuan compelled the Russians to evacuate

Mtenhuachle. and retreat northwards.

Mienhuachle Is a town on the Klrln road

twenty miles north-east of Kalyuan. The
situation in other directions remains un-

changed.

The Japanese now appear to be ad-

vancing In five columns towards the

Sungari. The extreme right wing (Lieut.-

General Kawamura), advancing from

Hinking and Wuchun. is now threatening

Hailungcheng. regarded as an Important

strategical point. This town Is midway
between Tlellng and Klrln In a north-

easterly direction. The right wing

(General Kuroki) la now midway be-

tween Kalyuan and Itunchou on the

Kaiyuan-Klrin road. The extreme right

and the right wing of the Japanse army
are thus advancing on Kirln, one body on

either side of the Kullng mountain range

The centre (General Nodzu). which is

marching along the Kaiyuan-Cbangchun

road, 1b now advancing on the town of

Fengwha. The left wing (General Oku)

on the Fakumen road is also approach-

ing Fengwha, but from the west, and the

extreme left (General Nog I), which ad-

vanced due north from Fakumen to

Chengchatun. on the borders of Mongolia,

Is advancing to Potuno. The distance

between the extreme right and left wings

of the Japanese army is about a hundred

miles. The Russian rearguard Is making
every endeavour to check the advance

in order that General Linevltch may
have opportunity to entrench himself.

His line of defence Is between Klrln and

Changchun, which towns are about fifty

milea apart. As there is evidence that

the Russians are making preparations for

a strong defence, another big engagement
may be expected. The position of General

Linevltch is plainly Indicated on any good

map of that part of Manchuria. His

eastern wing is apparently in occupation

of Klrln. Ample supplies will reach him
by the Sungari from Mongolia, and also

from Vladivostok via Ninguta. His west

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama pub-

lished yesterday says :—
" At about 2 o'clock on the afternoon of

the 2nd instant a detachment of the

column occupying Kalyuan drove away
the enemy In the neighbourhood of

Alshenkou, about 32 miles north-east of

"The situation of the enemy In all

other directions remains unchanged.
" At 4 o'clock on the afternoon of the

1st Instant 100 men of the Russian Medi-

cal Staff, who had been taken prisoner,

were delivered to the Russian army
at tho position occupied by our outposts.

These men expressed profound thanks for

the kind treatment received at our 1

•

A London telegram to the

dated the 3rd instant reads :
—

The St. Petersburg correspondent of

I Echo de Port* reports that the proposal

regarding peace negotia

solutely abandoned In the 1

and it has been decided to continue the

war to the bitter end.

Large reinforcements for the army In
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Manchuria are under orders to leave

shortly.

A rumour is current that changes will

shortly take place In the department of

the Russian Ministry for War.

To a visitor who yesterday called on
the present Minister for War, the latter

Is satd to have expressed his strong dis-

approval of the fact that the delinquency

of his predecessor had been passed over

In silence, and declared that although five

hundred thousand men were ready to he

sent to the front, their transmission was
at present impracticable.

RUSSIA'S LOSSES BY THE
WAR.

A London telegram published by the

Hochi states that according to a report

published In the Official Gazette of SL
Petersburg, the losses of the Russian
army, including killed, wounded, sick, and
prisoners, during the past fourteen
months, amount to 435,000 officers and
men. The war expenditure in the same
period amounts to £208,000,000.

We presume that from this total must
be deducted the wounded who returned to
duty.

THE CONFISCATED STEAMER
" BOWTRY."

The examination in the Saseho Prize
Court of the British steamer " Bowtry."
which was recently seized, has been con-
cluded, both the steamer and cargo being
declared a lawful

THE RETREAT FROM MUKDEN.

M. Verdianl San Quirico sends a very
readable account of the Russian retreat

from Mukden, to the China tteview. The
retreat was commenced on the fifth day
of the great battle, when the Russian?
started clearing the supply and ammuni-
tion depots. On the night of the 9th they
fired the godowns. What followed is

best told In the writer's own words :

—

At 11 p.m., an officer came to inform
us, on behalf of the Governor, that the
town would be evacuated at 1 o'clock in
the morning, and that, If we desired to
leave with the officials, we must repair
to the Governor's house without a mo-
ment's delay ; and that our baggage
would be loaded on the military vans. At
this hour of the night It was utterly im-
possible to find either coolies or carts,
and there was nothing left for us but to
load our baggage on our horses ; and by
the dim glare of Chinese lanterns we
wended our way to the Governor's re-
sidence. Not a Chinaman was visible
anywhere. We met an occasional dilatory
waggon hurrying by at full gallop. The
sinister glare of a fire was still spreading
Its fiery mantle high above the walls.

In front of the house of the Governor
the carts were all drawn up, ready for
starting. Daring the last six days the
waggons had carted oft the contents of
all the houses belonging to the civil and
military officials ; nothing remained ; and
so complete had been this removal that

the buildings looked as If they had been
vacated a year ago. At a little distance
were drawn up a battalion of

squadron of Cossacks, who were to
this convoy. Hardly had we

loaded our own bagKage on the carts than
Mr. de Vizlnsky, the Governor, put in his
appearance. He was on horseback. Im-
mediately the column began to move.
Before issuing from the gate, it stopped,
to enable the last men to come out ; and.
when the last cart arrived some Cossacks
were sent bark to see whether any strag-
glers remained in the streets of the city.
The procession advanced In silence ; the
heavy chariots, were engulfed In the deep
itates. Cossacks on horseback lit up the
way, holding lamps fixed to the end of
long Iron staves, it was a most Impres-
sive and nevcr-to-be-forgotten scene.
A bait was made at 4 a.m. three or four

miles from Mukden, and at six the retreat
was resumed, the heavy firing of artillery
on both sides, to the east and west, being
continually 1,-ard.

The mid-day halt, to enable us to take
some food, was to be made at the Panko.
» small river flowing 25 miles from Mu't-
ken. This river our road crossed very
near the foot of the mountains. As we
had been going ahead of the main column,
we reached the place of rendezvous before
anybody else ; and not knowing the exact
place where the halt was to be made, we
crossed the bridge and stationed ourselves
tit the other end of It. This narrow and
frail bridge, lately erected by the Rus-
sians, spanned the river at a point where
it was narrow and Meep-banked. The Ice
had melted in several places ; In others,
the waters had risen above the coat cf loe.
The waggons and carts had therefore con-
siderable difficulty in getting across.
Many carts toppled over ; others Murk In
the Ice and mud. There was considerable
confusion, and ibis was not lessened by
the cries, oalhs. and Imprecations shooting
out on all sides like musketry fire.

In an hour or so the convoy was thrown
Into a panic by t!-c Japanese opeuinn fire
from a hill. Everybody made a rush to
cross the river in order to escape.
Waggons, men. horses, guns, rollcJ pel!
mell on the banks of the river,—It was a
fearful scene of confusion. This statu of
things continued for about an hour, when
quiet again prevailed.
At about 3 p.m., both our horses and

cuiselves being entirely overcome with
fatigue, we made a halt on the banks of a
"mail rlxer. The Japanese had crow-d
this very spot the night before, with about
100 men and with 3 guns, their intention
being to bear upon the right of the re-
treating Russians. The occasional boom
of Kuropatkln's guns was here quite
audible. The latter were bombarding
the Japanese lo hold them In check and
prevent them from capturing the railway
line.

We soon made another fresh start,
surrounded on all sides by the retreating
troops, who now showed no sign of panic.
We halted for the night tn a small village,
quite close to the coal mines worked by
Ihe Russo-Chlnese Bank. These mines are
20 miles distant from Tlellng.
During the entire day we had eaten

nothing, the carts which transported our
luggage and provisions having not ye»
arrived. Our Chinese Interpreter was sent
out on the search for provisions, and suc-
ceeded In buying four chickens, which we
fraternally devoured ere they had time to
he entirely cooked. We slept peacefully
till morning on a warm kang that our
host had put at our disposal. At dawn
we perceived that the bulk of the troops
had already started and that no sign of
the waggons with our luggage could be
seen.

From this village, as far as Tlellng. the
road crosses a very mountainous district.

It would have been an easy matter for the
Japanese to cut us off at this : tag".
Luckily the enemy put in no appearance ,

and our own scouts reported the way
clear.

The reassuring whistle of the train was

being continually heard on our left ; In

shrill cry served to tell the soldiers that

all danger was over and the enemy far

behind.
The morning was bright, but crisp and

cold. After a few hours' trot, we finally

reached Tlellng. We found this place

packed full of troops, waggons and
chariots. The whole line was crowded
with train loads of wounded. Near the.

railway station were encamped some
brand new regiments, just from Europe.

GENERAL ORIPPENBERO AND
THE BATTLE OF HEIKOTAI.

INACCURATE MAPS AND DISSENSION

IN COMMAND.

A Russian officer returned frnm the

front, and who was with General

Grippenberg during the battle of Helkotal,

was interviewed by the St. Petersburg

correspondent of the Paris Journal a

month ago. This officer stated that lis

Russian General Staff map used by

General Grippenberg was found to be

totally inaccurate. He relied upon this

map, however, and the result was that

General Stakelberg, who was ordered to

advance, thinking he would hare to

operate In a plain, found himself un-

expectedly face to face with the Japanese

admirably entrenched and fortified on a

high hill. General Grippenberg was in-

formed and gave the order to take tie

hill. This was done with heavy losses,

but the Japanese Immediately effected a

turning movement, enveloping General

Stakelberg.

General Grippenberg had with him only

60 battalions. He several times

General Kuropatkln to send him

troops since General Kurokt was

Btantly reinforcing the Japanese. General

Kuropatkln's reply was that he would

not send reinforcements, for be himself

expected to be attacked in the centre

by the entire Japanese force. Im-

mediately afterwards General Grippenberg

asked for leave of absence on account of

illness and telegraphed to the Tsar ria

Mukden, informing him of the farts and

adding :—" If I had been reinforced I

should have won a complete victory."

General Kuropatkln intercepted this

telegram and asked General Grippenberg

for an Interview, but the latter did not

reply, and sent a second telegram to the

Tsar. The Tsar thereupon asked for

further information in a cipher telegram,

and General Grippenberg's reply consisted

of 152 words. The Tsar telegraphed bats

to General Grippenberg bidding him come

on without delay, and he left for St.

Petersburg without seeing General Kuro-

patkln.

According to the Paris correspondent

of the Time*, it would appear from the

accounts furnished by the St Petersburg

correspondents of the Paris newspapers

that General Grippenberg met with a cool

reception at Tsarskoe Selo, and In f«t

that the Tsar distinctly took General

Kuropatkln's part. The Echo de Jw*

says that General Grippenberg's

was cold, and that after havluk

to him the Tsar said :—" I am entirely of
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Kuropatkln's opinion." In military

circles General Grlppenberg has been

severely censured. It Is contended that

It would be the negation of all discipline

If he were not severely punished for

having disobeyed the orders of the Com-

mander-in-Chief and having left his post.

The correspondent of the Echo de Paris

represents the army to be most unfavour-

ably Impressed by the publicity given by

General Grlppenberg to the Incident, as

it exposes to the whole world and to the

enemy the dissensions and Incapacity of

the high command In Manchuria.

General Grlppenberg publishes a correc-

tion of the account of an Interview which

a representative of the \ovoye Vremya

recently had with him. He says that

General Kuropatkin ordered the Second

Manchurlan Army to assume the offen-

sive, not to make a reconnaissance In

force. The village of Helkotal was taken on

January 25th at 11 o'clock In the evening.

and on the following day the Japanese

began a series of desperate attacks, which
were brilliantly repulsed with enormous
losses to the enemy. The Russian retreat

was carried out during the night of the

28th by order of the Commander-in-Chief.

The rumour published in the newspapers

that it was then that the Russians sus-

tained their greatest losses General Grlp-

penberg declares to be an Invention, aa

the Japanese were much weakened them-
selves, and made no pursuit.

Tkurnday. Aprif Gth.

mHE following dispatch from Marshal

-* Oyama was received by the Imperial

Headquarters on Tuesday :—
"Yesterday, the 3rd instant, a detach-

ment of the column In occupation of

Changtu drove away the enemy In the

vicinity of Chllushu, about 20 miles north

of Changtu, and also the RusBian forces

remaining near Sutnlencheog, about 7

miles west of Chllushu. occupying both

those places.

" Another detachment dispersed the

enemy In the vicinity of Shuangralaoue.

about 6 miles south-east of Chllushu. at

12.30 p.m. to-day. and, advancing to the

vicinity of Santaokou, attacked a force of

about 500 Russian cavalry, who were re-

treating northwards along the railway.

The Are dispersed the detachment, which

fled in disorder."

The Wal Wu Pu (Chinese Foreign

Office) has sent a dispatch to the Japanese

Minister In Peking. In which It Is stated

that Tseng Ch i. Tartar-General of Muk-

den, has reported the unwarrantable kill-

ing of Imperial Chinese couriers, bearing

important Government dispatches, by

Japanese soldiers posted at certain barrier

stations. It is charged that on a certain

date last month, a member of the Im-

perial Courier Post, bearing Important

dispatches from the Board of War, on his

way to Mukden was slopped and sub-

sequently killed near the barrier station

of Laoplen, by Japanese soldiers, who also

destroyed two dispatches. On the second

occasion two members of the military

patrol of Slnmlntlng, bearing dispatches

from that city to Mukden, while on the

road were also Wiled by Japanese soldiers

belonging to a barrier staUon en route. The

contention of the Wal Wu Pu Is that,

whereas It Is a universal law among na-

tions, and also In Chinese law. not to kill

bearers of dispatches proceeding between

two armies of nations at war with each

other, all the more la It to be deprecated

and a matter for surprise that bearers ot

dispatches belonging to a neutral nation

on errands having nothing to do with

belligerents should be thus unwarrantably

hilled. The Wal Wu Pu therefore asks

that the culprits who were guilty be

punished for thus breaking a

well-known law, and also that as a matter

of pure justice the families of the dead

dispatch-bearers be Indemnified for the

losses Inflicted.

TIELING DURING THE
RETREAT.

DESCRIPTION BY AN EYE-WITNESS.

We have already taken some passages

from the account by M. Verdlanl San

Gulrlco of the retreat from Mukden,
which appears in the columns of the China

Keview. In a later contribution to the

same Journal he gives an account of the

conditions at TIellng. which the troops

after a night's stay had to hurriedly leave.

The writer says :
—

All the houses in TIellng were chockfull

of people. The bars and restaurants were
crowded with a lot of famlshe-

The soldiers were besieging all the

and they bought up all the available pro-

visions contained therein.

Everybody was keen for news ; and at

every step we were stopped by inquirers

wanting to know where regiment number
" so and so " was, or where " such and
such " brigade was located, or another In-

quisitive party wanted to be told the

whereabouts of the railway station.

Owing to the Innumerable carts and
waggons hurrying rapidly through the
narrow streets, walking was Impossible,

If not dangerous. Near the railway

station, we met a friend of our party, who,
arriving the night previous, bad had the

untold luck of finding an open air bed, on
the ground. In the yard of a baker's es-

tablishment. We were also fortunate
enough to meet one of our TIellng friends,

an engineer on the railway, who kindly

put us up In his own room, and we then
had a much-needed wash, as we were
covered with dust and mud from head to

foot. We gave our mounts Into the charge
of a Cossack guard, and then sallied forth

In quest of food. After an hour's vain at-

tempt, we had to give up the idea of

taking dinner. All the restaurants were
packed to overcrowding and many of them
had even run out or provisions.

We scaled the window of a baker's shop
—we had to smash In the window to get

admittance ; whereupon we managed to

obtain 2 loaves at the price of one rouble

each. In another shop, which was
crowded, we managed, after frantic efforts,

to purchase a few tins of unknown pre-

serves and a few bottles of beer. The beer

did not last long ; our thirst was so acute

that we managed to drink It all up before

The news that, at the eleventh hour,
reached us from Mukden, Informed us that
the Japanese advance patrols had entered
the city, on the 10th In the morning. We
were also told that the fodder stock near
the railway station, the station Itself, aa
well as nearly all the houses on the Rus-
sian Concession had been burnt down to

the ground. What had not been burnt had
been looted by the Chinese ; so that the
Japanese came only Into possession of a
lot of charred ruins. All the railway
material was equally destroyed. Since
the fall of Llaoyang. the distribution of

any provisions and ammunition for the
army were all made off the railway
trucks. Several officers, administrations,
depots, and even the general staff and
military agents and several other officials,

were all quartered on waggons ; and
several days previous to the evacuation
of Mukden, all these had been shifted up
the line, to the north of

'

During the evening,

strenuous inquiries for our baggage, we
were told the Chinese drivers, as soon as

the Japanese started firing to cut off our
retreat and bombs started falling among
the carts, had become panic-stricken, and
hastily unharnessing the ponies, rode off

on the latter at a terrific rate. Unfor-
tunately for us, this disheartening
proved to be true ; and although the

carrying the stiver of the Russo-Chlnese
Bank reached TIellng safely the next day
(this cart had travelled In company with
ours) we never heard any more about our
unfortunate bags and traps 1

We at first thought that a permanent
halt would be made at TIellng, and that

here a stand would be made against the
Japanese, as the latter seemed In no great

hurry to proceed up north. We had
hardly arrived, however, than orders were
given by General Kuropatkin. which Im-
plied an Immediate evacuation and the

continuation of the retreat still further

northwards.

THE ROUT AT MUKDEN.

JAPANESE GENERAL'S NARRATIVE AND

TRIBUTE TO WOMEN.

Major-General Matsunaga. who was on

the staff of General Nogl at the battle of

Mukden, returned to Hiroshima a few

days ago, Invalided through sickness. The

General Is now In the Hiroshima Military

Hospital, and in the course of an Interview

with a correspondent of the Otaka Mai-

niehi said the Russians fell completely

Into the trap prepared for them. Their

rust be attributed to the
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fact that they concentrated their forces to

their extreme left, and were quite un-

aware that the Japanese extreme left ad-

vanced rapidly and appeared within

a few miles of Mukden on March
2nd. "In the course of lighting." con-

tinued the General, " we were put to great

inconvenience by the bad weather of

March 9th. On this day there was a great

sand-storm, which blinded us. and we
could see nothing beyond a hundred yards.

The Russians availed themselves of this

opportunity for retreating. A large force

of (heir cavalry made repeated counter-

attacks and under the cover of the sand-

storm the main body seemed to have com-

menced the retreat. We could not detect

the movements of the enemy on account

of the storm. During this day, the house

where the headquarters of the army corps

were established caught fire twice as the

result of the enemy's fire, and we had

great difficulty In extinguishing the

flames, there being no water. A still

greater Inconvenience occurred the same

day, when the field hospital caught fire.

There were about 700 wounded Inside,

and becoming panic-stricken those who
could walk made a stampede for the exit,

while the helpless screamed for

from amidst the smoke. Happily all

rescued.

" On the following day, March 10th. we
had some very hard fighting. The artillery

under Major-General Nagata took a posi-

tion early In the morning so as to harass

the retreat of the enemy. The Russians

began to run northwards In masses, and

as they passed our artillery they were

mowed down by a fearful Are. The Rus-

sians fled In disorder, but an Immense
number of men and horses were shot down,

and the roads were covered with the dead.

The men threw away their arms and am-

munition and ran along shouting despair-

ingly. I witnessed this scene from the

position of the artillery, and our Joy at

the sight was truly Inexpressible. But no

one could view the field after the battle
- without feeling very sad at the slight of
countless dead.

"The unprecedented victory of the
Japanese In this battle was bought with

of many loyal and patriotic

I men. who sacrifice I themselves
for their country. While applauding
these men we must not forget the heroes
at home, the women of Japan, mothers
and wives of those who died on the field.

I was told by a member of the Diet who
came to Manchuria to witness the opera-

tions, that he had occasion to call upon
one family which had sent out to

churla three sons, two of whom
killed and the other wounded. On ex-

pressing his sympathy with the mother,

she smilingly replied thai they had died

for their country. The unbroken series of

victories of our army In the present war,

I dare to say. Is almost entirely due to

the strong, patriotic, and loyal spirit of

our women. The glory or our victories

must be shared by them to the full."

Friday, April 1th.

4 DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama. pub-
llsbed yesterday, says :—

" A detachment of the column In oc-

cupation of Kaiyuan drove the enemy be-

fore It at 3.30 on the afternoon of the 4th

Instant, and occupied Kuyuahu, three mile*
east of Mienhuachl. On the afternoon of

the 3rd InBtant a Russian force with
mounted artillery and machine guns ad-

vanced southward from the direction of

Tawo on the Fenghwa road, and com-
menced to bombard Chlnchatun at about
half-past four on Tuesday morning, when
a body of Infantry advanced to the prox-

imity of the highway and two othpr

columns threatened our flanks and ap-

proached within about \M metres. We
repulsed them all by about 6 o'clock In the

afternoon. Our casualties In this action

were 27 officers and men in killed and
wounded. The Russian casualties are un-

known, but Judging from the number of

carts which conveyed the killed and
wounded from the field their I

not be less than two hundred.

Major-General Takenouchl, who was
through the siege of Port Arthur and at

the battle of Mukden, passed through
Osaka on Monday on his way to Tokyo.
Before leaving the Industrial city the

General was interviewed by a represen-

tative of the Osaka Jiji. Referring to the

surrender of Port Arthur, Genera) Tako-
noucht said he could not agree with the

opinion that the capitulation was an
honourable one. Anyone who had visited

Port Arthur after the fall could only
he surprised that tl.e Russians should

have surrendered. In his opinion nothing
could have been more dishonourable. He

the

out to the end of January. The Japanese

estimated the garrison at 8,000 fighting

men, but after their entry they found that

there were 20.000 fighting men. counting

only those In the best of health, with

ample supplies of ammunition and provi-

sions. General Stoesso], under pretence of

humanity and Justice, surrendered—as

disgracefully as another commander sur-

rendered at Metz. (We believe this Is the

first Japanese officer who has broken

through the reticence generally observed

and expressed himself to this effect.)

Discussing the commercial valuo of

Talren (Dalny). the General said the port

was quite valueless without Port

Arthur ; the two places were like the

wheels of a cart, one being useless with-

out the other. Now that the Russians

have lost Port Arthur. Tairen has lost

its value. The surrounding district Is very

poor, bean-cake being about the only pro-

duct, and Tairen Is too far away to benefit

by the Talu timber trade. The great

gateway for the produce of Manchuria Is

Newchwang. General Takenouchl ex-

pressed himself as against the Investment

of capital at Tairen. During the cam-
paign the place has Its value, but when
the war Is over its importance will be

gone. Those having business there

now look only to immediate profits, and

It Is not regarded as a suitable field for

Investment with regard to the future.

Many of the manufactures of Manchuria
pass through Newchwang. and that is and
will probably remain the great port of the

three

The General referred to the attitude of

the Manchurian people towards the Japan-

ese, and gave Instances In illustration.

Some time before the battle of Mukden

the Japanese constructed abattis at

various places extending over a front of

about fifty miles, and thousands of willow-

trees were felled with this object. The

value of these trees was estimated at

¥200.000, and the Japanese offered to

compensate the natives to this amount

after the battle. At the first village, how-

!
ever, they refused to arcept payment, say-

ing that Japan was now punishing

tyrannical Russia on China's behalf, and

the Chinese were therefore bound to bear

part of the war expenses. All the other

villages made the same reply, and the

trees were willingly given. General

Takenouchl believes that this was one re-

sult of the work of their Chinese inter-

preters, who had previously explained '.b*

object of the war to the simple villagers.

The interpreters are students at the

Japanese school at Shanghai established

for the study of Chinese,

A correspondent, writing to the y.-C.

Daily Setrt from Mukden under date the

ISth ultimo, says :
—

'• Since the Japanese occupation we are

in absolute peace. No trouble whatever

during the few hours of interregnum.

Every trace of Russian occupation swept

away during the early hours of the 10th.

Not a Russian sign-board (there were

hundreds of them), or even a package or

bottle, formerly sold to the Russians, to

bo seen when the Japanese came in. All

hidden. I suppose. City gay with Japan-

ese bunting on the morning of the lltb

and even In the afternoon of the iota.

How delightfully pliable Is the Chinese

character. Enormous losses. Piles of

In many of the villages still.
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The Siege of Port Arthur

Japaae>9 Troops transport in? 15 -cm. Gun* to 203 -metre Hill.

Japanese transporting Shells to 203-metre Hill.
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Oku Is my He lOBt half his

Although General Kuropatkln's down-
fall -was regarded ae Inevitable from the
military standpoint, a writer says It has
nevertheless aroused sympathy In circles

familiar with the long; campaign that has

been waged against him by the General

Staff. General Sakharoff was his open

enemy, and General Dragomiroff his most
severe critic, and many of his own sub-

ordinates were Jealous and grudgingly

obedient. Many epigrams about General

Kuropatkln's shortcomings are being at-

tributed to General Dragomlroif, and the

supercesslon of the former at such a

critical time Is attributed to General Dra-

gomlroff's Influence. Emperor Nicholas

now giving ear to the veteran strategist's

every word. General Linevltch, who
commenced life as a private soldier. Is

said to be distinctly a line officer, with

a long record a* a lighter. He Is almost

as cordially disliked by the General Staff

a* I* hi* predecessor, and there Is also

bad blood between Kuropatkln and Line-

vltch. dating from a personal quarrel In

the days when Kuropatkln was com-

mander of the Trans-Baikal army. Line-

vltch considered himself Insulted by

something that was said and demanded

satisfaction. Kuropatkln assumed the

position that he could not fight an officer

of Inferior rank.

M. Klrlloff, one of the Russian corre-

spondents of the Associated Press, who

was wounded at Liaoyang, has been car-

rying on a vigorous crusade against the

Incompetency of Russian army ad-

ministration, and In reading his criticisms

we wonder he has not been sent to some

retreat In Siberia ere now. The corre-

spondent gives a description of the causes

of the Russian defeat. He draws a power-

ful picture of the criminal lack of know-

ledge on the part of the Russians of Man-

churia and of the enemy's movements,

and of the utterly Imprudent gossip and

babbling which acquaints the Japanese

with every movement and plan before

they are Inaugurated. He compares the

army to a powerful yokel moving for-

ward blindfolded, wildly brandishing his

arms and shouting aloud what he will

do to the enemy when he catches him.

He cannot see his path nor his enemy.

Here he stumbles up a hill |
there he

falls Into a valley. The keen-eyed enemy

easily avoids his waving arms and mighty

fists and pours in a succession of blows

which send the Russian yokel reeling

backward to his bitter astonishment. It

Kirlloff adds that '.he blame for the suc-

cessive defeat* Is not Kuropatkln's. It

Is simply due to the fact that the

machinery is out of order. A good work-

man was given bad helpers and miserable

tools. The elements of misfortune were

In the army itself. Behold the result !

The mishaps at first were attributed to

the defensive position of Kuropatkln,

and It was said that when the Russians

assumed the Initiative all would be well.

movement was pre-ordained to failure by
the premature publication or dilatory ex-

ecution of the plans. The merest strip-

ling sub-lleutenant chatters recklessly and

Informedly of dispositions or movements
which should be known only to a few

chiefs. The dispositions and plans of the

battle of the Shaho. for example, were

openly discussed several days In advance

In the railroad restaurant at Mukden.

The General Staff gives information to

whomsoever asks for it.

" Babbling is the bane of our military

bureaucracy." continues M. Klrlloff. "and
the sooner It is corrected the better.

" While thus opening the Japanese eyes,

the Russians close theirs. Not only com-

pany and battalion commanders, hut

even colonels, and at times commanders
of divisions, enter Into battle Ignorant of

the very manoeuvres they are expected to

execute. For Instance. General Orloff on

September 2nd was entrusted with the

movement on which the battle of Liao-

yang hinged, and he blindly led 15.000

men Into action Ignorant of why, where-

for, and whither. Naturally there was a

disaster Instead of the destruction of

General Kurokl's forces and a victory.

The General Staff is inattentive to the all-

Important duty of mapping. Even now
the Russians have unsatisfactory maps,

and units In the hilly country are unable

to keep In touch with each other. The

Russian Intelligence department Is defec-

tive. It knows nothing of the Japanese

numbers, positions, or movements, not

' only In the unsettled mountainous regions,

but even on the populated plains of Man-

churia. Instead of easily securing the

sympathy of the Chinese, the Russians

alienated them and they now side with

the Japanese. The Russians drove away

the Chinese bandits who are now the eyes

of the Japanese army, and destroy bridges

and communications as well. Kuropatkln

Is also hampered by fantastic reports from

nervous generals, particularly those of

Rennenkampff. who sends ' poems Instead

of reports." The late Lleutenant-General

Keller was also at fault. General Kuro-

patkln was obliged to reprimand him

sharply shortly before his death. These

causes existed and still exist. The army

has been defeated in the past and present,

and will be in the future unless they are

ran

Chinese calling on a missionary In

Mukden and casually mentioning before

Mlstchenko's raid that the Russians were

preparing to burn the stores at Ylnkow.

The correspondent concludes that the

chief cause of the reverses Is the helpless-

ness and complete Inactivity of the

General Staff.

•

Captain Klado. who was chief tactician

under Admiral Rohjestvensky. writing to

the Journal Sovoye Trcmya, attributes

to the navy faults much the same as those

which at Klrlloff has ascribed to the

army, the main shortcoming being a lack

of scientific training and a disposition to

regard such a training and the science of

war In general with contempt.

The correspondent at Harbin of the

Paris Matin gives a graphic description

of the disorganisation witnessed during

the Journey from Tlellng to Harbin. The

wounded, the correspondent says, were

lying exposed and unattended everywhere

and the soldiers were unable to obtain

provisions. Hundreds of stragglers could

not find their regiments. The trains has-

tening to Harbin were frequently at-

tacked by Chinese bandits, who at several

places displaced rails. Russian officers

are Indignant, stating that the retreat

was positively ordered when the posi-

tions at Tlellng were tenable. But the

public I* now about tired of reading of

the Russian officers' criticisms of their

superiors. Russia's humiliating defeat In

even- direction must be attributed In a

large degree to the officers' disregard of

the elementary conditions of discipline.

Reports have been received that the

land defences of Vladivostok are being

strengthened In great haste. The number

of temporary forts Is being Increased, and

It Is hardly possible to distinguish the

principal line of defence. Steamers with

stores successfully escaping the Japanese

fleet are stopped several miles outside the

harbour and Junks are sent out to receive

the cargo.

THE BATTLE OK MUKDEN.

STORY BY AN EYE-WITNESS.

M. Klrlloff attributes to the failure of

the General Staff to properly map out the

country between Liaoyang and Mukden,

the Russian loss of 4.1,000 men in October

when the troops were ordered to make a

turning movement against naturally im-

pregnable positions, M. Klrlloff asserts

that the Grlppenberg episode and other

events Indicate that the fault had not

been remedied when the battle of Mukden
began; there were encountered " obstacles

that were not expected because not

known, unknown because unmapped, and

mapless because nobody bothered himself

though there had been ample time and op-

portunity." M. Klrlloff cites the case of a

A correspondent sends a very readable

description of the flgl.tlng at Mukden to

the Shanghai Mercury. His dispatch is

dated March 12th, and Is as follows :
—

The great Mukden battle which nearly
the whole civilised world looked forward
to as the decisive event of the Manchurliu
war has come and gone, and the horrible
slaughter which was so much dreaded
has been even greater than predicted. A.5

a preliminary step, and partly to create a
diversion, the Japanese advanced ;heir

right wing and drove the Russians baric

from one position after another. Then
this movement suddenly stopped, and on
the 1st March, when the Russians were
Just about to attempt a counter movement
in the west with all the force they could
spare. Japan forestalled them by a few-

hours and made such a brilliant dash that

the Russians could scarcely retire botoro
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the whirlwind fast enough, and vast stores

had to be abandoned to the flames. So

quick and determined was the advance

that In two -days not only was the Russian

railway station and settlement threatened,

but the Japanese had actually thrown

their long left arm right away up behind

the Imperial tombs, and on to a point

eight miles north of the city, and almost

close to the railway there. Having first

played her eastward card, by what was
thought to be Nogl and his Port Arthur

braves, the Russians were quite unpre-

pared for such a violent volte face on the

west, which was again (and rightly this

time) put to Nogi's account.

The fact was. the Russians did not seem

able to locate him at all, nor at first to

understand what the real object of the

Japanese movement was. They were al-

ways afraid that some trick was being

played on them.
A Division General acknowledged to a

Military Attache that the Japanese secret

of war was beyond hlro, and advised him
at the termination of hostilities to consult

with his confrere on the other side to try

and find out. Kuropatkin was reported

by bis officers to have been delighted with

the Japanese tactics, for they were, he

aid, exactly playing bis own game ; but

as he didn't see that they were playing

some other person's game too. they even-

tually became bis ruin. But the Japanese

long semi circular line of nearly 160 miles

enveloping the Russian army was a dan-

gerous experiment, and if It had not been

Japan and if the enemy had not been

Russian, their seriously weakened cordon

could have been pierced at many points

and irretrievable disaster would have

been the result After the Japanese

had shown quite unmistakably that they

meditated a turning movement, not really

on the east but on the west, Kuropatkin

poured all bis available troops into that

region, so much so that the southern line

on the Shaho was left very thin. But that

Involved no special risk, for the Japanese

line was equally thin. From March 1st

on until the evening of the 7th there was
heavy fighting almost day and night all

along the western face of nearly twenty

miles, and although the result was a

foregone conclusion (like most other

events of the war) the Russians fought

with stubbornness and bravery, so much
so that during four dayB of almost Inces-

sant bombardment the situation In that

region had not much changed.
During all this time the two long thin

lines that lay so close to one another at

Shaho on the south and that watched
each other so grimly, looked on in almost
absolute silence, and with bated breath at

the fierce contest on the west and north-

west, and ever veering round ominously
to the north. Their time for the first

grip that might prove fatal to one or the

other bad not yet come, and they knew
also that theif destiny would probably be
wrought out elsewhere than in their own
trenches—nay, rather, that it was Just

then being wrought out where the fire

was hottest under bravo Nogl and his

braves. By the evening of the 7th Kuro-
patkin saw that the pressure on the long

which he bad held back with
odds for four solid days

and nights would Increase rather than
slacken, so by midnight be withdrew his

whole southern force to the Hun River,
and thereby shortening his line consider-

ably, he was able from there to release

two corps to strengthen his defence on the

west of the railway. But It only pro-

longed the struggle for a brief period, and
possibly If he had retired on the Hun a
few days sooner the result might have
been different. By the evening of the 9th

March, having seen that the whole game
was up, preparations were made for a

general retreat, and the Japanese expect-

ing It, were ready to press their enemy
back at the first sign of wavering.
Heavy rifle fire, with occasional bursts

of artillery, continued the whole night

through, and apparently at all points.

The forces on the Hun bifurcated east and
west so as to avoid retreating through the

city, and daylight saw the eastern section

abreast of Mukden, but the western sec-

tion being very large and Its position

more critical owing to the necessity of

keeping the Japanese at bay and prevent-

ing them from cutting off the retreat,

their withdrawal was more slowly carried

out. Had the Japanese in addition to

pressing the pursuit east and west been

able In the morning of the 10th to detach

a strong force and dash through the city,

entering by the south-east gate and going
out by the north-west gate, they could

have cut off 50,000 of the troops that were
retiring at their leisure close outside the

outer city wall, for they were too

numerous to move quickly, and the last

of them had not gone till one o'clock. But
the Japanese gain would have meant
serious loss to the city, for It would have
lain right In the line of the Russian reply.

mercifully prohibited by a previous order,

as Is now known. In fact. It Is due to

both armies to say that none of their
troops retreated through the city. Though
the Japanese pressed the pursuit closely
they must have restrained their fire to

some extent until they had rounded the
south-east and south-west corners of the
suburbs, when the city no longer lay Im-
mediately behind the Russian lines,
for practically no Injury was done to the
houses, and the Chinese who were
wounded belonged for the most part
to tho territory outside the outer wall.
The greater part of the western army
retired leisurely, orderly, and with com-
parative safety, for a strong, long screen
of artillery lay along Its left flank moving
parallel with the railway, and fighting
fiercely from dawn till dark to keep an
equally strong Japanese artillery force
from breaking through. In leaa than three
hours after the Russians had all gone the
Japanese had full possession of the city
of Mukden and had strong posts at each
of the sixteen outer and inner gates. En-
ormous stores In all directions had been
set on fire, and for several nights the
whole heavens were lit up with the blaze.
At the beginning of winter the Russians

boasted of what they would do during tie

extreme cold, which. It was prophesied,
would paralyse the less hardy Japanese,
but like many another boast it was an
empty one. During the whole three
months, subsequent to the stipulated
period of rest allowed after the Shaho
battle, the Russians did absolutely noth-
ing. Never were they readier for the day
of battle than for this one, yet they have
signally failed. But to those who know
the circumstances little else could have
been expected. It Is scarcely credible, but
It is an absolute fact, that for days during
the fiercest fighting close to Mukden
scores of men and not a few officers were
reeling about the city helplessly drunk,
and that too was the normal condition of

affairs throughout the whole year. Dur-
ing the retreat and when the Japanese
scouts were already In the south and west
suburbs about a dozen Russian soldiers
sat on the ground for four hours carous-
ing right In the midst of the moving host
and with hundreds of officers looking on.
yet no one took any notice of them. More-
over, a few scattered groups of drunken
revellers, firing their rifles wildly In the
air. wandered about the city after the
whole Russian army had gone. But
what's the good of parading these things ?

They could be multiplied a hundredfold,
and defeat In such circumstances was In-

evitable.

Saturday. April 8th.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama, re-

ceived at the Imperial Headquarters

on Thursday evening, saya :—
*' About two companies of Russian In-

fantry, which advanced westwards from

the direction of Taolu. halted at Talselyo

(about 10 miles west of Taolu and 27 miles

north-east of Wclyuenpaomen) at about

11 o'clock on Wednesday morning, and

there is no Indication of their advancing

further.
" The majority of Russians routed In

the vicinity of Chinchatun on Tuesday

retreated In the direction of

and a part retreated along the Fenghwa
road. On Wednesday afternoon not a

single Russian was seen south of Slng-

llutun (about 7 miles north of Chin-

chatun)."
.*.

In the opinion of a Japanese officer In

Tokyo, small Russian forces aro halting

at different points In front of the Japan-

ese advancing northwards, not with the

Intention of fighting the Japanese, but

with the object of protecting the trans-

port of war munition, which was collected

with great difficulty. To protect this the

Russians are sacrificing small bodies of

men. Such being the case, no fighting

worthy of note will take place In the

future, unless the Russians have obtained

large reinforcements. The present

of the army defeated at Mukden
be about 200.000. but owing to the

of supplies the actual fighting

strength Is probably not more than 40.000.

The Japanese forces are, therefore, ad-

vancing northwards almost unopposed,

and the Russians will probably be unable

to make any stand at Klrln, Changchun.

Harbin.
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Sunday, April 9, A.

THE amount of public subscriptions to-

wards the fund for the relief of

soldiers at the front received by the War
Office during the year ending the 31st ult.

amounted to ¥1,014.405. and contributions

In kind for the same purpose were \alued

at ¥239.936.

•

A Commission under Professor Martens

has been appointed at St. Petersburg to

examine the British claim for compensa-

tion for the sinking of the " Hipsang."

•

A London telegram of the 3rd instant

says that the Russian papers report that

Tuesday. April 11///.

REPORTS from London show that there

has been some fighting at the front.

General Llnevitch reports a twelve-hours'

engagement north of Changtu-fu In which

the Japanese losses were considerable,

but Marshal Oyama evidently refers to

tne same engagement in the following dis-

patch, received in Tokyo on Saturday, and

giving the other side of what took place:—
" At about 2 o'clock on the afternoon of

the 5th Instant a battalion of Russian In-

fantry and about six troops of cavalry ad-

vanced to attack our position at Salushu

(20 miles north of Changtu-fu). but were

repulsed. On the following day about 24

troops of cavalry, with a number of guns,

again attacked the same place, but were

repulsed a second time. The majority of

the enemy retreated In the direction of Pa-

miencheng, a small detachment halting In

the vicinity of Kyokayo (3 miles north of

Salushu). Our casualties In these actions

were 10 killed and wounded—all of the

rank and file. Judging from the number
of carts by which the killed and wounded
were carried away, and the dead left on

the field, the Russian casualties cannot be

less than 60 In killed and wounded."

•

• •

An officer returned from the front givea

an account of the cutting of the railway

above Mukden by which the retreat of

the Russians was greatly hampered. The
officer, who is quoted by the Xippon. says

that at midnight on the 6th March a

body of cavalry termed the Independent

Cavalry Corps—squadrons under Colonels

Nawa and Uchlda—received an order to

destroy the railway north of Mukden.
Lieutenant Nosawa, with a few men, was
sent on this dangerous mission. The party

started at daylight on the 7th, and having
passed the Russian outpost unpercelved,

advanced cautiously on their way. A re-

giment of Russian troops was found to be

seventy Japanese prisoners have com-

mitted suicide in the government of Nov-

gorod, but only one suicide is officially

admitted.

A London telegram of the 7th ins tarn

from a correspondent of the Chroniclr

reads ;
—

The crew of the British steamer " Al-

lanton," which was captured by the Rus-

sian cruiser " Rossla " In June last year,

arrived in London yesterday from Vladi-

vostok.

In the course of an interview which I

had with I hem, the crew complained thai

they had been vrry inadequately fed whll<>

on board the " Rossla"

THE RAID ON NEWCHWANG.

< iiinkh; Rixoi.r.AnrHs kxkcittd.

The Russian raid In the vicinity of

Halcheng and Newvhwang a few m utths

ago was suspected to have been guided

by certain Chinese. The Japines* mili-

tary administration authorities of Man-

churia (according to a Moji dispatch)

succeeded In discovering the Chinese who

led the raid and arrested them. Nine of

these men, who were officials in the Llao-

yang yamen. were, according to thl* re-

port, convicted of the crime and executed

I at Tallen a few days ago.

at TaBlngtun, which place was carefully

avoided, and a body of cavalry obstructing

the way further on, Lieutenant Nosawa
thought It best to retreat. This he did

unobserved. At 4 p.m. he and his men
managed to reach the railway, where in

great haste they mined the line and
lighted the fuse. Unfortunately the ex-

plosion did little damage. Any further at-

tempt was Impossible, as two companies
of Russians were approaching and the

party was compelled to retreat. Under
cover of night Lieutenant Nosawa again
approached the railway, but this time
found the Russians on strict guard. All

night the party hovered about the line,

only to find that the gnard had been placed

so close that they formed a continuous

line for miles. The lieutenant proceeded
further north, but was again In danger,

when he retreated northwards, resolving to

carry out his plan on the night of the 8th.

He was. however, recalled. After dark
on the 8th, two fresn parties were sent

out. One was composed of Sergeant

Hayashl and five men. who set out shortly

before midnight, having no Intention of

returning If unsuccessful. The men were
divided Into two parties, one to destroy

the telegraph and the other the railway.

Having passed the outpost successfully,

the men had approached within a hun-
dred yards of the railway when they

noticed a Russian patrol of three or four

men. The Japanese dismounted and pre-

pared for action. Gradually they drew
near, and at a signal dashed on the patrol.

Three of the guard were quickly cut down.
Sergeant Hayashi. assisted by one man,
mined and blew up the railway, while at

the same time two men cut the telegraph.

The party then mounted and rode away
at full gallop, triumphantly returning in

the main body. The officer who gives

these particulars says the Russians ran

trains without Intermission baween Muk-

den and Tieling. When they began to

retreat on the 9th, under cover of a great

aamlstorm. the railway could not be used

for over eight hours, due to Sergeant

Hayashi's successful exploit, Including the

destruction of the telegraph which pre-

vented the orders of General Kuropatkln

from reaching various bodies of his army.

These exploits, the officer thinks, should

be placed before the public and com-

•

The following telegraphic summary of

a leading article in the Sovoe Yremya.

received by l he Government, Is interesting

In view of Russia's reported determina-

tion to prosecute the war. The 8t. Peters-

burg Journal says in effect :
—

"Russia did not desire to fight with

Japan, and she sincerely desired to make

concessions to avoid war. After pro-

tracted negotiations for a peaceful settle-

ment, extending over eight months, how-

ever, Russian diplomacy failed to accom-

plish Its aim and war ensued. The ques-

tion now arises. Who Is responsible for

this failure ? Baron Rosen, then Minister

to Japan. Viceroy Alexeleff, or Count

Lamsdorff ? The Russian public wishes

! to know who is responsible, and the only

means of obtaining this knowledge Is for

all the documents relating to the negotia-

tions to be published.

-

A Reuter's dispatch of the 7th lns:ant

Is as follows :
—

General Kharkevltch reports that the

Japanese have been forced to retire from

Erdaheze to Salushu.

A message of the following day read*: —
General Llnevitch reports that fighting

lasting twelve hours occurred on the 4th
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instant to the north of Changtu-fu, the

Japanese losses being considerable.

A dispatch to the Chronicle from Lon-

don. April 8th. reads :—
The Times correspondent at St. Peters-

burg reports that several orders (or war
material bare either been placed or sanc-

tioned recently by the Russian Govern-

ment. An order for two hundred million

cartridges, he says, has recently been

placed abroad, while another order for

three hundred million cartridges has

been sanctioned, though, still aaplscwj.

An order (or guns and ammunition to tat

value o( seren million pounds tterhnj

has been placed with the firm of Crwi

sot. In Prance, and vast orders (or r»:U

for the Siberian railway are being el-

ecuted.

Wednesday, April 12M.

A SINGAPORE dispatch to the Jifi states

that the Baltic squadron did not com-

municate with the shore when arriving

off the port, but the Russian Consul pro-

by a steam launch to the

and saw the Admiral. The line

of the squadron extended over ten miles,

and it was proceeding at a speed of 8

knots.

• •

According to a Hongkong telegram re-

ceived by the Ji)i, the British squadron

is showing great activity. The battle-

ships " Glory," " Ocean," and " Centu-

rion " coaled at midnight of the 8th, the

cruiser " Bonaventure " did the same on

the morning of the 9th. The battleship

" Albion " and the cruiser M Andromeda "

were being Inspected in groat haste, while

the cruisers " Sutlej " and "Ipblgenla"
got under way on the 8th instant, and
were believed to have proceeded south-

ward.

• •

Despite the fatality that always seems
to attach to Russian declarations o( con-

fidence In victory, Kuropatkln and Line-

vitch have now joined In reporting to the

Tsar once more on the splendid bearing

of the troops, their unbounded devotion to

the Throne, and their fervent and un-

shakable confidence In ultimate future

victory. It would seem that Russian

Generals, or the General Staff responsible

for the publication of such dispatches,

must be totally devoid of any grain of

humour. Almost every assertion of the

future victory—ultimately—has been fol-

lowed by a severe defeat. But still the

Russian Generals, after waiting for a
week or two to let the excitement about

a masterly retreat subside, wire the same
reassuring information to his Russian

Majesty. Probably nothing has done so

much to damage military prestige In the

eyes of the world as the confident and

fulscne dispatches of Russian Generals

—before the event.

In reference to the report of General

KbatUevitch that on the 4th instant the

forced to retire from

Erhtaltze to Salushu. a Tokyo dispatch

states that it was on the afternoon of the

3rd Instant the Japanese repulsed the

at Salushu and occupied

The Japanese detachmen
at Salushu on the 4th, without

any forward move, and perhaps a scout-

ing party having returned on that day,

the officers of the Russian outpost may
have reported that they had repulsed a
Japanese detachment, which report Gene-

ral Kharkevltth forwarded.

A Reuter'a

9tb instant, reads :
—

No further news has been received of

the Baltic Squadron since It

Colonel Gaedke of the Tageblatt. one

o( the foremost o( German military critics,

and other German authorities, have ex-

pressed decisive opinions on the qualities

of Kuropatkln and Oyama as displayed

In the recent battle. Another great

authority who has given his opinion on

the contest la Lieut -General von Bogus-

lawpsky, who says that Marshal Oyama,
by the greatness of the things be has done,

must be accepted as a great commander,
especially because he did not possess

superiority in numbers. The very magni-

tude of the operations has been a teat of

the qualities of the Commander-in-Chief.
" I am little Inclined," says General von

Boguslawpsky, " to sit at the green tabic

and give a damning verdict, but still one

may be allowed to form an opinion on

such facts as are already available. The
task of directing 400,000 men on a single

stage with an eighty to one hundred mile

front, and see that each unit may have

its proper weight against a thoughtful

and active enemy, was too large for

Kuropatkln, whose training was adjusted

to the command of some one hundred

thousand men. Oyama was somewhat far

from the rim of the fighting, but was In

touch by field telegraphs and telephones

with every Important unit in action. He
was doubtless able to sketch approxi-

mately at any lime during the eighteen

days' operations the position of his own
and the Russian divisions and co-ordinate

the movements with a certain equality

of force. Oyama. even with the fruit*

of victory not fully gathered, achieved an

immense victory, whose effects on the

military situation in the Far East and on

the Internal situation of Russia was far

and deep-reaching."

On the occasion of the regimental fetes

of the Russian exmy at the front. Gene-

rals Kuropatkln and Linerltck tele-

graphed to the Tsar reporting the api^n il J

bearing of the troops, whose devotion t*

the throne Is unbounded, and whose coa-

fldenee in an ultimate victory In the n-ar

future Is fervent and unshakeable.

A message to the Chronicle dated Lon-

don the 10th is as follows :

—

The military correspondent of the

Timet, In the course of an article on the

war, says that the pluck shown hy Ad-

miral Rohjestvensky In entering tie

China Se* to meet the Japanese Fleet

send a thrill of admiration through the

hearts of all Englishmen. The correspon-

dent considers that Cape St James K
Pulo Condore (an Island south-east of

Cochin-Chlna) will most likely be selected

by the Russian Admiral as a coaling *u

tlon for his fleet

The Matin publishes a dispatch from

St. Petersburg to the effect that the Kus-

slan Admiralty expects that s nsral

battle will be fought somewhere near :it

SASEHO I'RIZE C0UKT

JUDGEMENTS.

According to a Sasebo dl«*tch,

British steamers "Roseley" and "Ltthiai'

ton," which were recently selxed. hive

been each declared a lawful priie. toS*

ther with their cargoes, by tb

Prize Court.

THE RUSSIAN PRISONERS «
JAPAN.

According to returns made by *
authorities, on the 7th Instant the R"*

sian prisoners now interned at varlcJ

places In Japan numbered 58.759. A «*

siderable number havo yet to come W
ward from the field.

Digitized by Googl





" •
• . rm • ......

a • •

,
• • • • * •

• • • • •



April nth ] DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAK. 201

Thursday, April \Wi.

l\ NE of the prisoners of war, a captain of

cavalry, was arrested at Matsuyama
on Tuesday on a charge of having as-

saulted the Japanese guard. He was
taken to Marugame for trial by court-

•

A Reuter's dispatch dated London, the

11th instant, reads :—
A portion of the Baltic Squadron, pre-

sumably Admiral Rohjestvensky with

most of bis battleships, la now at Muntok
In the Island of B&nca (south-east of

Sumatra).

A later message says :

—

It Is announced from Washington that

the U.S. cruiser " Raleigh," with several

destroyers, has been sent to Palawan in

order to assure strict neutrality. Neither
of the belligerents. It Is stated, will be
allowed to use tho Philippines as a eon-

A telegram from Berlin of the 10th in-

stant la as follows :

—

The Xovoye Yremya repeats Its demand
that all the documents relating to the
negotiations prior to the outbreak or
hostilities be published In order that those
diplomats responsible for the war be
punished.

NORWEGIAN STEAMER SEIZED.

The Norwegian steamer " Henrlk
Halco" (1.600 tons) was captured by a
Japanese war-ship on the 7th Instant

Friday, April lAth.

VEWS of the Baltic squadron was re-

celved from several sources yesterday.

of

tr Hongkong correspondent, to the
that the British war-ship passed 42

vessels of the squadron steaming north.

The " Iphlgenla " was bound for Singa-
pore, and left Hongkong on Saturday last

The announcement Is also made that the

battleship "Slssoi Vellky" with some
small cruisers and transports remains at

the Anamba Islands. News Is also

to hand that Admiral Rohjestvensky
bss changed his flag to the '* Aurora," a
protected, twenty-knot cruiser and com-
merce destroyer of the " Pallada " type.

This vessel, which Is of 6,630 tons, has a
coal capacity enabling her to steam over

at the rate of ten

flagship, the battleship "Knlaz
was a couple of knots slower,

which Is probably an important considera-

tion In the present position of the Rus-

sians, though In all other respects the

battleship Is

Information has been received In

Tokyo to the effect that the Netherlands

East India Squadron has left port under

sealed orders, presumably to protect the

neutrality of the islands. The squadron

consists of one coast-defence vessel, one

armoured cruiser, four cruisers, and ten

gun-boats. In addition to four smaller

gunboats and six torpedo-boats. The
Netherlands navy In Its East India Colo-

nies consists of twenty-seven war-ships

of various types, manned by 253 officers

and 2,552 men (Europeans) and about

1.500

and n

native

A telegram to the Foreign Office, Tokyo,
gives the following summary of German
Press opinion in regard to the latest

movement of the Baltic Fleet :—
The latest movement of the Russian

squadron has aroused a great deal of
public attention In Germany. It Is gene-
rally felt that Admiral Rohjestvensky has
no prospect of success over the Japanese
fleet. Several of the Berlin papers point
out that the Russian fleet surpasses the
Japanese In the number of battleships, but
this drawback to the Japanese Is atoned
for by their supremacy in the number of
cruisers and torpedo-boats, and the
greater speed and the uniformity In the
type of vessel. The operations of the
Russian squadron will, moreover, be
greatly Impeded by the transports. Even
If the Russians succeeded In once repuls-
ing a Japanese attack, they would pro-
bably not be able to secure any advantage
from the success. On the other hand, the
Japanese fleet, with Its greater speed, Is

in a position to fight at any time, an J
when It sees fit. The Japanese are well
trained and the ships thoroughly efficient,

which makes the present venture of the
Russian Admiral extremely hazardous.
Should Admiral Rohjestvensky be merely
endeavouring to reach Vladivostok with
his main force, his success In this object
will produce no change in the general
situation of the campaign. Russia's only
chance to gain the supremacy of the sea
Is to succeed In winning a decisive battle.

to retreat. The Russians, evidently think-
ing the Japanese had returned to the main
body to give the alarm, retreated In hi
leaving a number of dead on the field.

•

A Shlmonoseki dispatch to the Otaka
Jiii states that on the 26th ultimo a
Japanese patrol, about forty strong, en-

at Kllju. North
fought desperately,

A telegram to the Chronicle,

don, the 11th Instant, reads :

—

A telegram from Vladivostok states that

Ave Japanese officers, disguised as natives,

have been caught In the act of photograph-
ing the defences there. The Japanese-

were hanged as spies.

The 8t. Petersburg correspondent of the
Journal de Pari* states that a credit or
750.000,000 roubles, repayable In Ave
years, will be opened for the purpose or
providing a fund for the reconstruction or
the Russian Navy. The new programme
provides for ten new battleships, twelve
cruisers, fifteen scouting vessels, fifty

torpedo-destroyers, and one hundred tor-

pedo-boats.

It Is stated that Admiral Rohjestvensky
has transferred his flag from the " Knlaz
Suvaroff" to the battleship "Aurora."

• •

A message of the following day reads:—
It Is stated by the Press of St. Peters-

burg that the Malacca Straits are being
closely watched by spies, both Japanese
and English.

It Is also stated In St. Petersburg papers
UMt a naval battle has taken place, and
as a result seven Japanese vessels havo
been sunk. [This has,

to be quite Incorrect.)

The Hum publishes a

officer on the " Knlaz Suvaroff " (Ad-
miral Rohjestvenskys flagship), in which
the writer says that all the officers and
men of the squadron are prepared to die

K
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Saittrduy, April \5tk.

PESCADORES UNDER SIEGE

LAW.

ISSl'E OF IMPERIAL ORDINANCE.

By the advice of the Privy Council, and

In conformity with Article 14 of the Con-

stitution, an Imperial Ordinance was

issued yesterday declaring the district

within the limits of the naval station of

Bako (Makung), in the Pescadores, as

well as adjoining waters, to be included in

the war area and placing It under a state

of siege from the date of issue of the

Ordinance. The military commander of

the Pescadores has been appointed com-

mander of the district now declared to be

In a state of siege.

THE CAPTURED STEAMER
" OAKLEY."

The British steamer "Oakley," which

was recently seized by a Japanese war-

ship. has. together with its cargo, been

declared a lawful prize by the Saseho

Prize Court.

—- ---

—

— —i ——

Sunday, April [Qth.

\'ARIOCS reports and rumours were re-

ceived yesterday regarding the move-

ments of the Baltic fleet. The news was

circulated before noon of naval fighting

in the China Sea, for which there appears

to be no foundation whatever. By all

accounts the Baltic fleet must now be

nearing the Paracels, as the latest re-

ports Indicate that It is moving north-

wards.

•

• •

A Saigon dispatch to Shanghai reports

that the Baltic squadron, consisting of 42

vessels, was seen steaming northwards

on the 11th instant when in 8 deg. 10 mln.

North latitude and 108 deg. 30 mln. East

latitude. A Lloyd's Batavia dispatch

states that on the 11th the steamer
" Nubia " observed 45 vessels of the

Baltic squadron In 8 deg. 30 min.

North latitude and 108 deg. 50 mln. East

longitude.

•

The Cnion of Steamship Owners in

Japan has Issued a circular note to Its

members requesting them to report at

once to the head office of the Union when
any of their steamers sight war-ships

thought to be Russian.

The latest Information of the situation

at the front shows that the main force of

the Russians is concentrated at Kirln.

with a large force at Changchun, a few-

miles east of the railway and twenty miles

west of Kirln. The rearguard of the Kirin

army Is at Hallungrheng. where the force

is about 12.000 strong. The outpost of

this rearguard and the Japanese advance

encounter each other dally. The rear-

guard of the Changchun force Is at

Fengwha and is about 13.000 strong.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama was received at Imperial Head-

quarters on Thursday :

—

"Our column, which advanced east-

wards along the Wuchun llallungcheng

road, encountered about a regiment of

infantry and six troops of cavalry with

four guns at 2 o'clock on Wednesday

morning in the vicinity of Erhuolo (7

miles east of Ylngpan) and compelled

them to retreat Our force occupied

Tsangshlh (20 miles east of Ylngpan)

to-day (13th instant). The enemy re-

treated in the direction of Haltungcheng.
" The enemy on the Kirln road began

to retreat since the 1 1th Instant, and a

small body Is halting In the vicinity of

Kuyushu.

" In the vicinity of Changtu and Fiku-

but for occasional conflicts between tt«

cavalry scouts."

Small forces of Russians are now forag-

ing In North Korea, being detachments of

the army at Vladivostok. These bands are

engaged in obtaining cattle, a large

number of which have been sent across

the Korean frontier to Vladivostok.

A Reuter's telegram dated London the

14th Instant reads :
—

General Llnevitrh reports that the Rus-

slan cavalry raided the railway near

Kaiyuan and demolished the telegraph!

erected by General Oyama. the Russians

gradually retiring along the Kirln roaJ.

The positions arc otherwise unchanged.

A telegram from Berlin of the 13th In-

stant Is as follows :—
The Russian Admiralty declares that

Admiral Rohjestvensky Is acting solely on

his own initiative and without any in-

struct ions from home.

Many of the paperB in Europe express

doubt as whether the squadron will ever

reach Vladivostok.

-

Tuesday, April 18///.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama re-

ceived at the Imperial Headquarters

yesterday says :
—

"Our detachment which advanced

northwards from Hinklng. meeting the

enemy on the way, occupied Ying-echeng

(3a miles north of Hinklng) at 1 o'clock

on the afternoon of the 14th, and a con-

tingent Is now advancing eastwards along

the Hailungchcng road. The contingent,

in conjuction with our cavalry, occuplod

Pachatze at 6 o'clock the gam

The enemy In the vicinity of

of a regiment of infantry, 7

troops of cavalry, and a battery of artil-

lery. They retired in the direction of

Ylng-etheng. but repaired to Pachatze

and retreated In great confusion past Pel-

ling, two and a half miles north. The
situation In other directions remains un-

changed."

• •

Marshal Oyama reported In a further

dispatch reaching Headquarters on Sun-

day :—"On the night of the 15th about 5

troops of Russian cavalry came forward

to the vicinity of Sanyenching on the road

from Fakumen to Fengwha. Our troops

surprised them by night and drove then

far away to the northward. They re-

treated In great confusion, leaving eight

dead bodies and one horse. Our casual-

ties were only two of the rank and W
killed and wounded. At several other

places small conflicts of cavalry too*

place, but no

occurred."

The following bulletin was

by the Naval Staff of the Imperial

'Authoritative Intelligence has
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received to tbe effect that the Ruulu
Second Pacific Squadron Is lying at

anchor In Kamrahn Bay."

Kamrahn Bay Is about two hundred
miles north-east of Saigon, and Is one

of the best harbours on the coast of

Annam. It Is divided Into two sections—

the outer and Inner harbours. The outer

harbour Is 3 miles long and 2 miles wide,

while the inner harbour la 8 miles long

and the width from 2 to 3 miles.

»

A Renter's telegram to the Foreign

Office, Tokyo, gives the following report

of General Llnevltch :
—

" On April 9th a party of our cavalry

approached the railway In the vicinity of

Suchlntal. The patrols destroyed the

telegraph 'line and the railway In the

vicinity of Yakut*. The railway and tele-

graph were also destroyed at tbe point

where the linos cross the road from
Cbangtu and Kaiyuan. On April 10th

our patrols cut down two telegraph lines

near Kaiyuan."

A dispatch which reached the Imperial

Headquarters on Friday afternoon states

that on the same morning the Japanese
detachment advancing eastward along the

Hailuncheng road, drove away tbe enemy
In the vicinity of Helahlmo. about ten

miles east of Tsangshlh. The Japanese

then continued their march, proceeding

rapidly in the direction of Pachatze, about
25 miles east of Tsangshlh. The Japanese
column which was advancing northward,

from the vicinity of Hlnklng. encountered
the enemy, who was taking up his posi-

tion at a point about 5 miles south of

A telegram to the Cnrontele dated Lon-

don the 15th Instant reads :—
The military correspondent of the

7'im<-s, In the course of an article dis-

cussing the impending sea-fight, describes

Admiral Togo's problem as that of utilis-

ing his superiority In secondary ships for

the benefit of primary elements.

General Dragomlroff (regarded as the

greatest tactician In Russia), In a report

to the Tsar on the desirability of Russia

continuing the war, maintains that Its

continuance 1s Indispensable, even If for

a period of Ave years, and adds that until

Japan completely destroys the Man-

churlan Army all the Intermediate advan-

tages gained by her are but temporary.

The General advises the building of a

new Beet, the vessels to be designed ac-

cording to the latest style and to be ready

In four years.

A Reuter'a message of the 15th Instant

Is as follows :—
Captain Klado, the well-known writer

on Russian naval affairs, has been severely

reprimanded for his recent criticisms on

naval administration. He has been given

' an opportunity to rehabilitate himself by

being appointed to command the service

of river steamers In Manchuria.

Tbe Russian hospital ship " Orel " re-

mained thlrty-alx hours at Saigon, where
she shipped 900 tons of coal, besides food

and medical supplies.

A message of the following day reads:—
It is announced at Port Said that the

Fourth Baltic Squadron, under Vice-Ad-

mlral Vasseravo, and consisting of the

"Alexander II.," " Atova." " Admiral
Kornlloff." " Flava,"' and " Paul I.," will

pass the Canal In July or August.

A telegram to the CJlronioIir from Hong-
kong dated the 16th Instant says :

—
The Baltic Squadron stopped and ex-

amined the British steamer " Poona " on
Tuesday. The officers of the " Poona."

which has now arrived at Hongkong, report

that the Russian ships appear In a con-

dition capable of steaming ten knots.

There appeared to be seven battleships,

eight cruisers, eight destroyers, and the

rest scouts or transports.

A message of the loth Instant from
Shanghai is as follows :—
A Hongkong special to the Shan-jhai

Times states that the steamer " Poona

"

sighted the Baltic Squadron on the 11th

instant off Condore Island, when a scout-

ing cruiser approached and questioned

her regarding her' cargo and destination.

After making an examination the cruiser

departed.

The "Poona" reports that the Squad-

ron Is covered by fast scouts, while bat-

tleships and cruisers protect the outside

of tbe lines, the colliers and transports

being In the centre.

The fleet appeared In One condition and
was proceeding at a speed of about ten

knots. The stories of weeds several yards

In length on tbe bulls are absurd.

It was supposed by tbe officers of tbe
" Poona " that the Armada was bound for

the Paracels with the object of coaling.

[Condore Island Is due south of Saigon,

but far from the mainland of Cochin
China.]

Wednesday, April 19M.

THE neutral obligations of France In

respect to the Baltic squadron are

again the subject of comment Tbe For-

eign Office is reported as saying with re-

gard to the anchorage on tbe coast of

Annam, at present or until recently oc-

cupied by the vessels of Admiral Roh-

Jestvensky, that as France Is not pursu-

ing the policy of preventing the war-ships

of the belligerents from remaining in

French ports longer than twenty-four

hours, as are the other Powers, a protest

cannot be made against vessels taking

shelter In Kamrahn Bay. and staying

longer than that period. But when the

neutral obligations In the Orient of the

various Powers are considered. France. If

she allows the Russian fleet to remain

long In her harbours. Is undoubtedly

violating her neutral obligations. For

tbls reason tbe Japanese Government has

already lodged a protest with the French

Government. It Is expected that at the

present critical time France will do

nothing In violation of her neutrality, and

the Baltic squadron will probably leave

Kamrahn Bay very shortly.

The possibility of the Russian squadron
evading the Japanese fleet and reaching

the Japan Sea la recognised by the au-

thorities. The Governor of Ishlkawa pre
fectnre has dispatched Kencho and police

officials to the various coast towns and
villages to warn the local authorities and
owners of vessels to be on their guard

against the approach of the Russians.

According to an extract from the

private letter of an officer of the squadron
under Admiral Rohjestvensky. which has

been published In St. Petersburg, the

writer bitterly complaVns of their un-

happy life on board, which Is made quite

unbearable by the large quantity of coal

shipped, the dust of which covers the

ship, and In consequence of which It Is

feared tbst disease will break out In the

tropics. Not a man In the squadron but

does not fear encountering the Japanese.

Tbls letter was either not "written for

publication " or was written In Joke.

•

• •

A Notification, No. 14, of the Navy De-

partment Issued yesterday announces tbat

on and after April 18th. 1905. the under-

mentioned sea districts In ths Tsugaru

Straits are declared defended, while the

defencea (mines) from the Hakodate

Bay are removed.

The sea within lines drawn from

Sblokumlsakl to Omasakl ; from Osakl to

Myojlnsakl ; from Ryoblsaki to Shlra-

kaml mlaakl ; and from Bentensakl to

Yakozusakl.

The priests following the Japanese

Army In Manchuria number 61. Including

50 of the Buddhist and 11 of the Shinto

faith.
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On the 12th insunt 850 Russian pri-

soners at Port Arthur, who are maimed,
and Ave women and one baby, were sent

to Chefoo, being delivered to the French
Consul at that port by the Japanese

A statement published by the Russian

War Office shows that since the outbreak

of the war Russia has dispatched to

Harbin 13.087 officers, 461,467 of the rank

and file, 14G.308 horses, and 1,521

A Japanese officer who arrived at Mojl

from Chefoo the other day brought with

him 50.000 roubles fur M. Balashoff. the

chief surgeon of the Russian Red Cross

Hospital at Port Arthur. The money was

sent by the Russian Government through

the Japanese Consul at Chefoo, and will

shortly be sent on to Port Arthur and

handed over to M. Balashoff through

General Kamlo. The route

A London telegram of the 16th Instant

to the Chronicle reads :

—

The St. Petersburg correspondent of the

Paris Matin describes Admiral Rohjest-

Tenaky's plan as making straight for Via

dlvostok. but accepting battle when at-

tacked, staking all on the issue of the

A message of the 17th is as follows :

—

The Vomcow Gatette expresses the view

that the prospects of Admiral ttohjeat-

Tensky obtaining a victory over the

Japanese are extremely doubtful.

According to a report from Sevastopol,

the Black Sea Squadron la being mobi-

lised, and rumours are In circulation that

the Russian Government intends to force

the passage of the Dardanelles.

A Renter's telegram also of the 17th

reads :
—

The Russians are elated at the daring
and skill of Rohjeatvensky. They slate

that he Is coaling and cleaning hU fleet

at Kamrahn prior to engaging with the

Japanese.

General Llnevltch reports that the Rus-
sian left, on April 11th. attacked the vil-

lage of Pouhoul, Ave miles to the east of

Melan. The Russians enveloped the

flanks of the Japanese, who retlreJ to

Melan, which was their advance post on
the Ktrln road.

ALLEGED ILL-TREATMENT OF
.JAPANESE PRISONERS

WAR CORRESPONDENTS DENIAL.

It was recently stated that according

to reports of Chinese 120 Japanese pri-

soners of war captured at Helkota! were
paraded through the streets of Mukden
after the manner of condemned criminals.

We ventured to point out at the time that

the report was published that the incident

was very Improbable, and we now note
that Baron Knegloteln, one of the foreign

|

war correspondents who came to Japan 1

with the attaches left on the field at Muk-
den, writes contradicting the story. He
says that as he was present at Mukden at
the time and saw the Japanei
brought Into the city he wishes to

,

that they In no way were escorted 1H»
criminals; they walked freely. wiu,o,t

|

fetters ; they were accompanied by Ruj.
slan soldiers Just as Russian
are escorted on their way by
troops. The prisoners went straight to

the military prison and there was M
mention of parading them through tht

streets.

A correspondent, adds Baron Kneglo-
tein. should carefully test the reports of

so-called Chinese eye-witnesses before

wiring them. "On the other hanj the

situation of the newspaper men la tbJs

war ig no miserable that I can underused
why they feed their readers with Insignia-

cant stories of cruelties, breach of aeo-

trallty. and acts of heroism of single men.
etc. Serious military reports are pro-

hibited by the censorship."
.

With regard to the feelings of the Mta-
churlan people towards the Japanese, tie

writer aays he had a most striking

experience. Asking several Chinese it

Llaoyang and Yental whom they Itted

they unanimously replied : " The Japan-

ese don't beat us, but they pay rery

little."

THE " NIGRETIA."

the 8aseho Prise Court give

judgement on a petition for the release

of the British steamer " Nlgretia " and

her cargo. The original confiscation li

upheld, and ship and cargo are declared

confiscated. The Court also dismissed i

petition of the Mltsu Blahl Company for

Thursday. April 20tk.

iyE learn from a
T f porary that the

of war who are now serving

In Japanese prisons Is 14, the

punishment being chiefly for theft and
assault. It 1b stated that they observe

the prison regulations well and are doing
similar work to that of Japanese sen-

tenced to major imprisonment

RU88IAN USE OF THE
JAPANESE FLAG.

SERIOUS ALLEGATION AGAINST
KUROPATKIN.

Since the commencement of hostilities

between Japan and Russia, numerous in-

stances have been reported of Russian

troops making wrong use of the Red
Cross flag or badge and being attired in

dress with the object of de-

the Japanese. Evidence has now
discovered that General Kuropatkin

is made use of the Japanese flag.

which fell Into the hands of the Japanese
extreme left In the battle of Mukden, were
found a pamphlet, copies of which were
distributed by General Kuropatkin among
his troop*. The title of this work Is

"The Japanese Tactics learned by Ex-
perience In Actual Fighting," and It con-
tains the following statements :—" In the
advance the Japanese army generally
evolves with its companies stretched out
In a semi-circle. The whole line advances
simultaneously. They carry a dag with
a white ground and a red ball In the
centre at the end of each company, to

show their position to the Japanese artil-

lery. When a redoubt held by the 34th
Infantry Regiment was bombarded in the
battle on October 1st. I ordered the re-

gimental commander to raise a Japanese
flag on the elevation or Sulushalenko. and
when this was done, the bombardment of
the redoubt was at once suspended."

From old times, comments a Tokyo dis-

patch, the soldier who values his prestige

The practice of the wrong use of uni-

forms, flags, Ac. is distinctly prohibited

by The Hague Regulations, and yet the

Russian officers resort to these practices

without shame. It Is Indeed aatonisnlaf

use of the Japanese flag in so disgraceful

a way.

THE RUSSIAN CRDISEB
• A8KOLD."

Under date April 13th the Japaaese

Consul at Shanghai addresseJ a note to

Yuan Taotai to the following effect I—

I have received Instructions from

Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs, ac-

cording to which the Russian war-wJp

" Askold " now at thla port. Is

to escape, and I am therefore ordered to

notify you to exercise more precautloM

for the prevention of the said *r*f?
from sailing outward. In case of an osi-

break of trouble, due to negligence on J*

part of the Chinese sutborltlea. Chin*

would be held responsible. Japan for J"

self-defence ma-
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The Siege of Port Arthur.

A Ranias Gun at the *' H " Fortress, dismantled by Japanese Fire.

A Gruesome Scene near Port Arthur.

fUfuvlmxfi hy ptrmiMum of Ou. '' Japan ll^iu-Mt."
]
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PRISONERS AND SPOILS OF
PORT ARTHUR.

A HEAVY TOTAL.

The following list of the prisoner!,

•rms, ammunition, and other material

which fell Into the hands of the Japanese

at Port Arthur has been published by the

Imperial Headquarters :—

1.—Prisoners :—11.641, of which nam-

15.307 were Invalided and 1,398 re-

on taking affirmation.

Of the above number, 17 were officers

holding the rank of General or Admiral,

•of whom 10 received their freedom on

i ; 1,439 were Held and

(including naval officers

of corresponding ranks), of whom 133

were wounded or aick, and 528 released

on affirmation j and 40.185 of the rank

«nd file (including sailors), of whom
15,174 were woundeJ or sick, and 862

(servants and orderlies) were released on

taking affirmation.

of the surrendered Generals and

Admirals were released on affirmation,

and seven are now prisoners In Japan.

2.—Provisions fit for use :

—

Number ot days
Kwitiimr. for one man.

Flour 177,000 690.000
Crushed barley .. 16.000 80,000
Corn meal 2,800 11.200
Rice 270 1.125
Biscuits 120.000 166
Tinned beef 7.000 175,000
Salt 70.000 23.333.333
Sugar 4.000 1,333.333

Fodder sufficient for one horse for 55

days.

3.—Arms and ammunition fit for use:—
On stationary mounts

—

25 cm. cannon 5
24 cm. Krupp guns 1

23 cm. cannon 12
15 cm. qulckflrers 30
15 cm. cannon 16
12 cm. qulckflrers 5
13.7 cm. cannon 4
7'i cm. quick-firers 51
57 mm. quick-firing naval
cannon 23

67 mm. quick-firing caponnlere
cannon 5

47 mm. quick-firing cannon 94
37 mm. qulckflrers 37
37 mm. Gatling guns 15
25 mm. guns for small shot ... 2
28 cm. shrapnel guns 8
23 cm. mortars 22

On portable mounts

—

21 calibre cannon 14
15 cm. shrapnel guns 15

13.7 cm. cannon 12

13.7 cm. Krupp cannon 13
..8.7 cm. heavy field-pieces 48

8.7 cm. field-pieces 6
8.7 cm. Krupp flelJ-pleces 9

7.8 cm. „ 2
7.3 cm. ., ., 20
7'

.• cm. qulckflrers 38
67 mm. quick-firing field-pieces. 7
6*4 cm. naval guns 19
Maxim machine guns 4

Total 528

Artillery ammunition of various 1

206.734 rounds in all. still moi

covered burled.

Rifles of different descriptions

—

Infantry repeating rifles . . . 25.700
Infantry rifles 2.220
Repeating cavalry rifles ... 7.750
Cavalry rifles 114
Miscellaneous rifles 369
Revolvers 370
Chinese rifles 60
Rifle cartridges (rounds).. 5.436.240

Revolver cartridges (rounds) 7,000

RUSSIAN STRENGTH AT KIRIN.

tween Klrin and Changchun are estimated

at 250,000 men of all arms. It is stated

that troops are constantly arriving from

Harbin, and replacing troops sent to the

Saturday, April 22nd,

A LONDON telegram of the 19th Instant

to the Chronicle reads :

—

he Tempt, in an article discussing
Ca observance of neutrality, eon-

of

no limit for the sojourn of belli-

gerent vessels In her ports, only prohibit-

ing acta of hostility. The writer state*

that the French Minister of Marine. In

Instructions issued In February 1904 re-

garding the observance of neutrality,

stated that " the duration of stay of belli-

gerents, not accompanied by any price,

is limited by no special regulation." The
writer In conclnslon asks where, when,
and how France has permitted Russia to

use French ports for hostile operations,
and appeals to the Japanese to show more
moderation In controversy on the subject.

A message of the following day says:—
It Is reported that Japan has lodged a

protest with France asking for informa-
tion regarding the stay of the Baltic

Squadron In Kamrahn Bay. and declaring

the incident to be a violation of neutrality

on the part of

M. Delcaase, French Minister for
elgn Affairs, has promised to give the In-

formation desired. Intimating, however,
that there must necessarily be some delay
before a reply Is possible.

M. Rouvler, the Premier, speaking In
the French Chamber yesterday, said that
France was watching vigilantly to pre-
vent exposing herself to dangers and
humiliations.

The Timet, commenting on the affair,

says that with good will and good sense
displayed by both sides, the controversy
between France and Japan Is susceptible
to an

A Reuter s message of the 19th dealing
with the neutrality question says :—
Le Tempt demands proofs of the state-

ment that France has violated her neu-
trality at Kamrahn. The journal declares
that the Baltic Squadron during Its stay
at Madagascar was never within the

three-mile limit, and maintains that there

Is nothing to show that Admiral Ronjest-
vensky has been less careful In the mat-

. . • . .•

A later

M. Rouvler, the French Premier, In re-

ply to a question In the Chamber, stated

that France will do everything necessary

to assure French neutrality in the Far

Another Reutcr's message of the 19th

Is as follows :

—

Eleven seamen employed on the British

steamer " Rlverdale " have been prose-

cuted at Bombay for refusing to sail from
that port for Kobe on the ground that the

vessel was carrying a cargo of cotton, re-

garded as contraband of war.

The men were acquitted, the Magistrate

holding that as Russia had declared

cotton to be contraband, the accused were
quite justified In declining to run the risk

of capture by the Russlai

Imprisonment

A Reuters message to the Japan
states that the Imprisonment at

kong of the crews or the British steamers
" St. Helena " and " Battersea " for slml-

to the above Is attracting con-

In :
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TV.Wfiy. April 2!Sth.

AREI'TER'S telegram dated London the

21st instant reads:—
The German steamer "Juliette," now

at Mauritius, was prevented from finish-

ing coaling when it was ascertained that

she was carrying stores to Kamrahn Bay.

The Daily Mail correspondent states that

the English portion of the crew complain

that they were deceived as to the destina-

tion of the cargo, and refuse to continue

the voyage, stating that they prefer im-

prisonment rather than run the risk In-

curred by proceeding on the vessel.

The Japanese Minister at Paris has

called the attention of M. Delcassc. French

Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the pre-

sence of Russian ships In Kamrahn Bay.

In reply it Is maintained on behalf of

France that she has taken precisely the

same measures In regard to the Battle

Fleet as she did when Japanese cruisers

lately visited Kamrahn Bay. Assurances

arc given that the Baltic Fleet ha

quilted French territorial waters.

A message of the 22nd Instant Is aa

follows :

—

Naval circles in St. Petersburg are com-

ing to be sanguine of success In any en-

counter with the Japanese Fleet.

M. Rouvler. the French Premier, speak-

ing in the Chamber, emphatically re-

affirmed the formal pneu given in the

Chamber, and repeated that orders have

been sent to the French officials In Indo-

china to maintain absolute neutrality in

those waters.

It Is announced from 8t. Petersburg that

the Russian Admiralty has represented to

Admiral Rohjestvenaky that his remain

ing in proximity to the coasts of Annam
will gravely endanger peace, and It Is be-

lieved that he will obey the formal in-

structions sent him.

There Is a consensus of opinion In Lon-

don that Admiral Rohjestvenaky has

gained a great advantage by coaling and

reprovisionlng at Kamrahn.

A later dispatch reads :—
Reuters correspondent at 81.

burg says It Is understood that France

has confined herself to transmitting the

Japanese protest to Russia, who has re-

plied that the precise whereabouts of Ad-

miral Ronjestvensky Is unknown, there-

fore It Is impossible (o say whether there

Is any ground for complaint, but the Ad-

miral will be communicated with as soon

ai possible.

(To the above may be added that the

Japanese Cfovernment Is now In receipt of

a reply from the French Government,

stating that Immediately on the arrival

of the Baltic Squadron at Kamrahn the

Governor-General of Tonkin was ordered

to strictly enforce the French neutrality

regulations. Later the Baltic Squadron

was ordered to leave the territorial waters

or France at the earliest possible moment.

The French Government also urged the

Russian Government to Issue orders that

the Baltic Squadron should leave French

waters, and the Russian Government pro-

mised to do so l

* •

A further telegram Is as follows :—
France has been officially informed that

the Baltic Fleet left Kamrahn Bay to-day

for an unknown destination.

It la announced from Paris that the

authorities at Saigon have ordered the

Russian cruiser " Diana." which since her

escape from Port Arthur has been In-

terned at Saigon, and Is now completely

repaired, to disarm and hand over all the

essential parts of her

THE SITUATION IN

MANCHURIA.

OFFICIAL REPORTS.

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama
i

that the Japanese forces advancing in the

direction of Tunghua (70 miles north of

Hlnklng) occupied that place on the 15th

Instant. The enemy in that direction U
gradually retreatiug northwards. So
change has taken place In the situation la

other parts of the field.

A telegram to the Chronicle dated Lon-

don, the 21st Instant, reads :
—

A message to the Timet from St. Peters-

burg suggests that the Third Baltic Squad-

ron under Admiral Nebogatofr may be

expected to arrive in the Malacca Straits

any day. despite the reports as to its

movements contained In telegrams from
Jibuti).

The Petit Paritien states that the

French Foreign Office has received an im-

portant dispatch from Lord Lansdowne
(Secretary for Foreign Affairs), which
was sent after a consultation with naval

experts In London.

The Time*, referring to the stay of the

Baltic Fleet at Kamrahn Bay. points out

that no time limit Is given In the French
neutrality regulations regarding the hos-

pitality to be accorded the ships of bellige-

rents,—a fact which adds to the embarass-

ment of the French Government In deal-

ing with the questions that have arisen.

A message dated the 22nd Is as fol-

lows :
—

The general belief here Is that on re-

ceipt of news from Paris, Admiral Roh-

jestvensky has been ordered to leave

Kamrahn Bay. although at present this Is

not confirmed.

The Paris correspondent of the Times,

in a dispatch, remarks that If Admiral
Rohjestvenaky had received orders from
Berlin instead of St. Petersburg, he could

not better serve Germany [as against

France] than he Is doing by delaying his

departure from Kamrahn Bay. •

A Berlin telegram of the 20tb Instant

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama. da:ed

the 22nd Instant, says :
—

" According to a report from the de-

tachment in occupation of Tunghua, a

small force of Russians still remains in

the vicinity of Laollngmalukou (20 miles

north of Tunghua). On the 20th instant

a body of 100 Russian cavalry attacked

Ylng-e-cheng. but were repulsed.

" The tents of the Russian outposts In

the direction of Taolu have Increased in

number In the paBi few days, but there

are no signs of increased activity.

" No changes worth remark have taken

place In other directions with the excep-

tion of occasional cavalry skirmishes."

THE QUESTION Of FRENCH

NEUTRALITY.

MOVEMENTS OF THE BALTIC KLEET.

Replying to a communication from (he

Russian Government complaining of the

reports made by British war-ships re-

cently of the movements of the Baltic

Squadron, the British Admiralty states

that the British war-ships are acting

within their rights In communicating by

wireless telegraphy the movements of for-

The question of French neutrality has.

during the past few days, reached a some-

what acute stage. As will ban I

by the telegrams received from

Japan has made a formal protest

against the sojourn of the Baltic Squadron

at Kamrahn Bay, asking for Information

concerning the stay of the Soasdroa at

that place. M. Delcasse. French Minister

for Foreign Affairs, duly promlssl t&»t

Japan should te furnished with the de-

sired Information. It being again Intimated

that France would do everything neces-

sary to insure French neutrality In <-B*

Far East. The following was published

yesterday as the reply received by Japan

from the French Government In answer

to the protest :—
" Immediately upon the receipt of the

report of the arrival at Kamrahn of the

Baltic Squadron the French Government

Issued telegraphic Instructions to the Go-

vernor-General of Indo-Chlna. ordering

him to strictly enforce the reguUHow ta<

the neutrality of France. Soon after this,

the protest of the Japanese Government

was received, and further Instruction*

were issued to the Governor-General re-

questing him to convey to the Baltic So.

ron an order to leave French terrltor

watera as soon as possible, and the Go"r

nor-General answered that he h**
'

the necessary steps In compliance with.t

instructions of his Government. *"

having urged
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Russian Government to direct the Baltic

Squadron to leave French territorial

waters, a reply was received from the

Russian Government to the effect that such

orders had been Riven. The French Go-
vernment gave an assurance (to Japan)
that It had taken the necessary steps to

compel Russia to strictly respect the
neutrality of France and that the same
principle would be carried out In future."

It was further stated by M. Delcasse\

1n reply to Mr. Motono. the Japanese
Minister in Paris, that France has taken
precisely the same measures In regard
to the Baltic Fleet as when Japanese
cruisers lately visited Kamrahn Bay. In
the meantime it has been officially an-
nounced, on the Information of the Go-
vernor-General of Indo-Chlna, that the
Baltic Squadron left Kamrahn on the 22nd
Instant for an unknown destination.

It seems, from a London telegram to

the Asahi, that the opinion expressed by
Japan In regard to the neutrality of
France Is shared by the London Press,
the view being held that the occupation
of Kamrahn Bay by the Baltic Squadron
la nn act of belligerency to which France
makes herself a party If the squadron is

not ordered to leave. The general view
was that In order to avoid complications
France should accept the demands of
Japan.

The Naval Staff of the Imperial Head-
quarters Issued a bulletin on Saturday In

which It was stated that an eye-witness,

whose authority was undoubted, bad sent

a report regarding the anchorage of the

Russian Squadron at Kamrahn Bay. He
stated that a vessel with three masts and
two funnels, of the "Dmitri Donskol

"

type, and an armed cruiser with two masts
and three funnels were patrolling outside

the harbour, while two four-masted

single-funnelled merchant steamers were
lying outside the harbour, close to the

north entrance. Looking from the north

five vessels, apparently battle-ships, were
seen to be lying In the harbour, two of

-which, with two mast* and three funnels,

were Hying the Admiral's flag. There
-were six war-ships outside the south en-

trance, lying in a single line close to the

shore.

As evidencing the activity of the Rus-
sian war vessels it may be mentioned that

a German steamer named " Koshlchang,"

which arrived at Bangkok on the morning
of the 18th Instant, reported having been

examined by a Russian torpedo-boat near

Kamrahn Bay on the night of the 14th

Instant. A French steamer, on arrival at

Hongkong on the morning of the 18th,

also reported having been stopped and
examined by a Russian torpedo-boat in

the vicinity of Kamrahn Bay. The re-

presentatives of the various newspapers
and news agencies in Tokyo met at the

Journalists" Club there and adopted a re-

solution to the effect that In the opinion

of those present the French Government
had violated its declaration of strict

neutrality In the present war and bad as-

sisted Russia in allowing the Baltic

Squadron to remain In a French port.

About thirty Journalists from all parts of

the Empire held a meeting on Thursday
at the Nihonbashl Club and adopted a
similar resolution, also deciding to for-

ward circulars regarding the alleged
breach of neutrality of France to the
principal provincial papers, to send a de-
putation to the French Legation at Tokyo,
and to cable a memorial to the French Go-
vernment.

A telegram has reached the Foreign
Office stating that according to a message
from London dated April 17th the Berlin
Press reports that a signal was made that
the thlrJ Russian squadron has passed
Ceylon.

The Chinese Government has in-

timated to the foreign representatives
In Peking that in case any vessels

of the Baltic squadron occupied Amoy
or any other Chinese port there-
abouts as a base, or if the Russian war-
ships detained at Shanghai attempted to

escape, the Chinese Government would
take prompt steps and use force if neces-
sary. The Peking Government has tele-

graphed Its decision to Its representatives

RUSSIA'S FINAL NOTE TO
JAPAN.

INTERESTING DISCLOSURE.

The Associated Press correspondent at

Paris, in a telegram dated the 28th ulL

makes public what Is described as the

exact text of Russia's final reply to Japan,
' dated February 3rd, 1904.

The correspondent says that Baron

:

Rosen, the Russian Minister to Japan,

did not have an opportunity of presenting

the Note to Baron Komura. the Japanese

Foreign Minister, as It was not delivered

to him until February 7th, the day after

he had been InformoJ of the rupture. The
dispatch continues :—
Russia has always claimed that the

Japanese Government, having decided to

break off negotiations and begin hostili-

ties, deliberately held up the message at

Tokyo until Mr. Kurlno, former Japanese
Minister at St. Petersburg, could deliver

the Instructions sent him on February
5th to sever diplomatic relations.

Japan, on the contrary, contended that

the contents of the reply having been sub-

stantially communicated by Foreign
Minister Lamadorff to Mr. Kurino, and
being unacceptable on the main issue, It

was useless for Japan to wait longer.

The text of the Russian propositon is as
follows :

1.—A mutual engagement respecting the

independence and territorial integrity of

Korea.
2.—An engagement on the part of Rus-

sia not to Impede the commercial or In-
dustrial undertakings of Japan in Korea
nor oppose her measures for safeguarding
such interests.

3.—Recognition by Russia of Japan's
preponderating Interests in Korea and her
right to offer advice and assistance tend-
ing to the Improvement of the administra-
tion of Korea.

4.—A mutual obligation not to use any
part of Korean territory for strategic pur-
IMJses nor undertake on the coasts of
Korea any military works which menace
free navigation of the Korean Straits.

5.—Recognition by Russia of Japan*!
right to send troops to Korea In accord-
ance with the preceding articles for the
suppression of insurrections and disorder
calculated to create international com-
plications.

6 —An engagement by Russia to respect
the rights and privileges acquired by
Japan as well as other Powers In Man-
churia and the littoral as beyond her
sphere of interest.

7.—A mutual agreement not to impede
the Junction of the Korean and Eastern
China railroads when they have reached
the Yalu River.
8—That the Agreement supplant all

previous Agreements between Rusf.ia and
Japan respecting Korea.
9—The desirability If possible of creat-

ing a neutral zone in Korea.
A careful comparison of thp above and

preceding exchanges, all of which hereto-
fore have been printed fully, confirms the
fact that Russia from the first to the In!
insisted that it was inconsistent with her
dignity to include in a special Treaty with
Japan an obligation to respect the terri-

torial Integrity of China In Manchuria,
reiterating In the Instructions sent to

Baron Rosen, which were accompanied
by a Note of explanation to Japan, that
Russia's position in Manchuria concerned
first China and then all the other Powers
having commercial Interests there, and
again pointing out the declarations al-

ready made by Russia to foreign Cabinets
of her intention so long as the occupation
of Manchuria continued to recognise the
sovereignty and the binding force of the

Treaties contracted by the Powers with
the Peking Government.
With the exception of a rearrangement

and some slight verbal changes, the first

Ave Articles are Identical with those of
Russia's original reply of October 3rd.
190.1. Russia made three concessions in

the final Note as follows :—
1.—The withdrawal of the provision sf

the Russlsn Note of January Gth. 1904. de-

clining to recognise the settlement rights
In Manchuria acquired under Treaties
with China, a point on which Japan laid

great stress. These rights Russia claimed
were acquired by Japan under cover of

Treaties negotiated by the United Slates.

2.—Reeedence from insistence on the

proposition for a neutral zone in Northern
Korea, hut again putting forward Its de-

sirability.

3.—Acceptance of the stipulation in Ar-
ticle 3 of Japan's original propositions re-

garding the Junction of the Korean and
Manchurian railroads.

Russia refused :
—

1.—To Include In the Treaty an oblisa-
tlon to rospect the territorial integrity of
Manchuria.

2.—To withdraw the Inhibition against
using Korean territory for strategic pur-
poses.

The Note, It is claimed, proves con-

clusively that 'Russia hoped to prolong

the negotiations.
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Wednesday, April 26th.

AREUTER'S telegram dated London, the

24th instant, reads :
—

Le Temp* publishes a message dis-

patched from Saigon at 10.40 a.m. on

Sunday stating that the whole of the

Baltic Squadron has left Kamrahn Bay.

II It also announced that four Russian

transports are at Saigon.

The Governor of Saigon has prohibited

four Russian steamers from embarking a

large quantity of coal consigned to them,

only permitting the vessels to embark a

sufficient quantity to enable them to con-

tinue the

A message of the 25th Is as follows :
—

A Saigon dispatch of yesterday's date

states that the Baltic Fleet at Kam-
rahn Bay, consisting of fifty-two ships,

including transports, have sailed north.

Fourteen transports, with the cruiser

" Svlet " and the hospital ship " Orel."

still continue to remain near Kamrahn,

but are keeping outside the limits of

French territorial Waters.

The French cruiser " Descartes " has

sailed from Saigon for Hainan, where

twenty war ships have been slghteJ.

It is stated at Saigon that Admiral

Rohjestvensky is ill with dysentery.

THE SEIZURE OF THE
•< NIGRETIA."

SASEHO PRIZE COURT JUDGEMENT

The JiH publishes particulars of the

judgement delivered by the Saseho Prljw

Court in respect of the British steamer
" Nlgretla," which, with her cargo of kero-

sene oil, has been declared confiscated.

The facts and reasons of the Court's

Judgement are published as follows :
—

The "Nigretia" is owned by Allan tt

Co. of Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, and is

a merchant vessel principally engaged in

the transport of goods under the British

flag. On October 22nd, 1904. Alexander

Serebrenik, a Russian subject, signed an

agreement for the charter of the steamer

at Shanghai with Moeller Bros, of Shang-

hai, agents for Allan ft Co. Serebrenik

then shipped 70.000 cases of kerosene oil

by the " Nlgretla." He also shipped a»

his agent or super-cargo P. M. Bren, a

Lieutenant In the Russian Navy, who was

In command of the torpeJo-boat " Ras-

toropny," which escaped from Port Arthui

and took shelter at Chefoo, where she was

blown up. Bren was shipped under the

assumed name of Frederich Pilsenar. a

Cub-Ucuienant in the Russian Navy, was

also shipped, under the assumed aame of

J. Oorscbalky. German subject, and a

Russian merchant, S. Poletlka. Each of

these men received a letter authorising

him to manage mercantile business for

Serebrenik. The steamer left Shanghai

on December ICth last and w»j seized b>

the Japanese war ship " Tsushima " (belnjs

suspected of carrying contraband of war)

In Tsushima Channel, at 2 o'clcok on the

afternoon of the 19th of the same month,

at a point 35 deg. 18 mln. north latitude

and 129 deg. 50 mln. east longitude.

The attorney of the petitioner main-

tained that the charter party contained a

condition that the petitioner was autho-

rised to Bhlp one supercargo and two pas-

sengers. In virtue of which Bren, Shevo-

rloff, and Poletika were shipped. The

petitioner entirely trusted the charterer

and understood Bren and SheverlolT to

be Germans. These Russian officers wore

private dress, represented themselves as

Germans, and spoke German In conversa-

tion, thus carefully concealing their per-

sonal status and nationality. The peti-

tioner, therefore, did not know that they

were Ruasian officers. There was no evi-

dence to lead him to believe them to be

Russians, so that he (petitioner) was

in no way guilty of any delinquency In

shipping the two Russian officers. The

attorney further maintained that the offi-

cers in question were released by the

Chinese authorities on taking affirmation,

and that they had therefore lost their per-

sonal status as Navy officers, and were no

lorjger " contraband men " (tcn/< kintci-

nin ) . For these reasons, the steamer was

not liable to confiscation as having en-

gaged in the transmission of contraband

men in time of war.

The Prosecutor maintained that two

passengers of the

verioff. were Russian

the steamer, which carried contraband

men In time of war, was liable to confisca-

tion.

In considering the case, the Court finds

that it is generally acknowledged by the

rules and usages of modern International

law that the vessel of a neutral Power,

which conveys military men of a belli-

gerent country, is liable to confiscation

as having engaged In the transport of

contraband men in time of war, unless the

master of the vessel has clearly shown

that he was Ignorant of the fact and wb»

at the same time not guilty of any de-

linquency in the matter of ascertaining

the character of his passengers.

The steamer "Nigretia" in this case

attempted to convey two Ruasian navy

officers to Vladivostok. Thus there Is

no question that the steamer engaged in

the transport of contraband men in war

time. The petitioner maintained that in

shipping two Russian navy officers he had

not any Me i that they were naval officers,

and that be was not guilty of any de-

linquency in not knowing them to be

naval officers. They were shipped by the

charterer, and he claims that the steamer

was not liable to confiscation. But the

captain falls to verify the fact that he did

not know them to be Russian officers.

Taking it for granted that he did not

know, he Is guilty of delinquency, as ho

carelessly trusted the words of the char-

terer and took them aboard as Germans.

The petitioner further maintained that

the Chinese authorities on taking affirms-

tlon, so that they had lost their personal

status as naval officers and were no
longer contraband men in time of war.

The fact that they gave affirmation to the

Chinese Government baa nothing to Jo

with their personal status as naval offl-

cexa Not only this, they falsely repre-

sented their personal status, and at-

tempted to secretly proceed to Vladivos-

tok, a Russian naval base. Judging from

this fact, it Is plain that they were

actually engaged In military business, or

intended to take to military service.

The steamer having thus engaged in tb«

transport of contraband men in time of

war Is liable to confiscation.

In regard to the confiscation of toe

that it Is a general principle of modera
International law that a vessel engaged in

the transport of contraband of war Is liable

to be confiscated as a consequence of her

action, and that when the owner of the

cargo of such a vessel Is interested is

the transport of contraband, the cargo is

equally liable to

of the nature of the

are contraband or not. The kerosene oil

In this case was shipped by the petitioner.

Alexander Serebrenik, who also shipped

two Russian naval officers, falsely repre-

senting them as his agents and super-

cargo, and attempted to send them to Vla-

divostok. Thus Serebrenik planned th-:

transport of contraband and carried th*

plan Into practice. In consequence, th*

cargo belonging to him is liable to conn*

cation, irrespective of the nature of the

goods.

A WAR CORRESPONDENT ON

THE JAPANESE ARMY.

CltlTICISM BY A COIUIKSPONPEST LA«

WITH THE HESSIANS.

One of the correspondents found wW»

the Russians taken prisoner near Mukden.

Freiherr von Krleglstein, has written »

highly Interesting article for the i>fiit«r*e

Japan-Pott on the Japanese army. To

him. it may be remarked, a battle seenw »

piece of art, which If executed In floe style

and according to the approved rules of

legalised murder, gives to the connoisseur

more Esthetic pleasure than the culture*!

playgoer can derive from the best-acted

drama. However, we will let the corre-

spondent speak for himself through the

medium of translation. He remarks s:

the outset that the request to write an

article for the ftvuUche Japan-post causei

him some embarrassment. "*I followed the

Russian army," he says, "and *ss cap-

tured. It would be very Improper to pub-

lish In Japan what I saw of the brave l>u'

unfortunate army of the opponent,

ther am I in a position to ask a Rnsslu

Censor to peruse anything I may * rlt<l

Finally, a Russian correspondent bss»e

duty as regards the
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tary secrets aa is asked. I understand, of

the gentlemen who accompany the Im-

perial Japanese army. To this must be

added the feeling of gratitude towards an

army where the correspondent so far

has really been treated most fairly, not in

the sense that he was feasted and compli-

mented, but In the sense that he had lot

fullest liberty to go wherever he llkeu,

and, If It pleased him, even to be killed.

In this respect really everything could be

seen. Anyone who was sufficiently ven-

turesome was allowed so near the furthest

Russian line that he could see the op-

as much as was possible to any-

With this preface the correspondeni

continues :
—

" This now gives me the

.starting point to tell In good conscience

tho little I know, as far as it may be of

interest for the general reader." He sums
up his views thus :

—
I.—Tactical Oiisebvatioss.

One of the most Important and the
strongest of the Impressions received of
Japanese tactics was the very slight
visibility of positions and movements.
The " void " of the battlefield was here
almost ideally complete. Even a trained
military eye reinforced by good glasses
mw on the whole little of the opponent,
who understands admirably how to utilise

During the battle of Mukden I was at a

certain place, which was desperately con-

tested for days. From this place om>
could see into a valley In which the Japan-
ese advance, the drawing forward of the

reserves and ammunition, the retiring of

the wounded, etc., took place. But of ail

this. In aplte of the closest observation, ab-
solutely nothing could be seen. To this

day I cannot understand how the Japanese
did It. A few hundred metres from my
standpoint lay the Japanese infantry,
their presence only too distinctly mani-
fested by the bullets which billed by
one's ears ; but scarcely anything coul.i

be seen of the enemy. Here and there
one could observe an arm come from be
hind a tree or part of a head looking over
a piece of rock. Regular bodies were
scarcely ever seen even in the attack. Ill

the same way the machine-guns were
concealed. Their rattling was always
audible, but (heir whereabouts could not

be discovered. Yet one could perceive
that they were always on the alert and
•were ably handled. Not less well the
artillery took cover. One could see the
summit of an elevation where a battery
was placed, but the exact position of the

gun* or their number could not with
certainty be discovered.

Movement of the Japanese army in

close formation I have never seen. Re-
serves were brought forward hy taking
advantage of every kind of cover, probably
mostly at night. An advance was usualI

j

only discovered by rifle-flre being opened
from a point where no movement had pre-

viously been observed. But to this rule i

have seen exceptions, and the operation
then usually miscarried. Batteries get-

ting Into position I have never seen. Sud-
denly artillery appeared on a crest when!
one would not have suspected their pre-

sence possible.

The infantry-firing was cool and accu-
rate. At a crisis It would become sud-
denly very violent, but without losing In

accuracy. I liked also the workmanship
of the artillery ; they know the distances
well, and the exploding point of shrapnci
was always exact. No time was lost In

firing at Invisible objects ; but, when the
state of the combat required It. or when-
ever the battery had a good mark, the
firing became very rapid, one shrapnel
after another came hissing overhead, and
one shot fell exactly like the other.

The strategy was characterised by con-
tinual flanking and enveloping. The
Japanese have well recognised that the
great range of modern guns demands con-
centration of firing, and that this can only
be achieved by out-manceuvrlng and en-

veloping. Often when 1 saw this man-
tpuvre I Imagined myself on a German
practice ground. In a certain place we
were threatened from three aides at the

same time, which was rather unpleasant
lor a neutral. The Japanese are assisted

in this out-flanking by a very minute
knowledge and a thorough reconnoitring
of the ground. Where this Is not sufficient

they attack from various sides, dig them-
selves in where they have had a partial

success, and energetically keep up enfilad-

ing Are. As soon as the enemy shows a
movement, they use shrapnel, which
proves that the artillery Is attentive and
that there is no hitch In the planB. I

have even experienced infantry-firing at
long distances on such occasions, much to

my personal discomfort. For example, we
were riding quietly In the valley and re-

ceived shots when the Japanese were yet

fifteen hundred to two thousand metres
distant.

Their strength they economise wonder-
fully, 'if attacked from several sides an
inexperienced man would naturally think
the enemy was much stronger than his
own. And yet this was not the case at the
point where I was placed. The enemy's
strength can best 1* Judged by his bat-

teries. In a certain place one had the
impression that four Japanese batteries

were firing, and yet I am convinced there
were no more than three, may be only
two. Also their Infantry positions are
sparingly manned, but if attacked, they
will show at once that, though weak, they
are determined to risk everything. This
sparing employment of tactically first-

class troops practically multiplies th^lr

forces. During a battle I have had
moments when one could not help ap-
plauding :

" Very good !
" " Excellent !

"

It was a feast for the eye to anyone who Is

able to see with the eye of a military

man. The Japanese leading mostly nil

the nail on the head. After a few tenta-

tive advances the weak point of the enemy
is found, and as soon as this is discovered
the attack proceeds with Indomitable
perseverance. A minute and correct direc-

tion of an engagement affords an enjoy-

ment much greater than tho finest thea-

I
trlcal performance. It was a pleasure to

look upon such operations. But it would
be overstepping the limits of this article

to begin a treatise on present Japanese
tactics: after the war books will he

!
written on the subject. I wilt not conceal
:he fact, however, that I was in a quarter
where the Japanese did not achieve any
remarkable tactical successes. Probably
they were there the weaker side, or it

might be that they had no Intention of

bringing about a decision there, though a
mere demonstration Is usually not their
practice.

When I stood captured amongst a
number of Russians near the Mukden
railway station bullets suddenly biSMd
about our cars. An advancing Japanese
company, who had not seen the guard.-i

amo:i;t the tall Russians, began to Are at

us. The behaviour of our guards at »uch
a Crisis was really brilliant. Thev could
not know at first if the firing did not
rome fro:r. Russians. But without ex
citement the prisoners were urged behind
k pile of wood, while (he guards them-
selves took a position upon It mi) to

defend themselves bravely. It was a
small episode, but one could see that the
men at once knew what to do and quickly
arrived at a decision. It was a real plea-

sure to se; such prompt and determined
action. One may see troops for years on
the drill-ground and know nothing of

them, but half a minute at a critical

will often tell the careful ob-

Another good thing noticeable was the
subdued tone In which the parole was
given anJ taken at night : one scarcely
noticed the sentries, and yet they were
there and on the alert. Likewise the few
wants of the Japanese is a good trait from
a military point of view. On the evening
of March 10th I was brought to the

quarters of General Hayashl, who spe-

cially distinguished himself in (he en-

gagements round Mukden and received a
letter of acknowledgement (Han/o) from
Field-Marshal Oyama. The amiable
General, with whom, I am sorry to say.

I could not. for want or an Interpreter,

speak much else than " Watakushl wa
DoltsuJIn desu." " Arigato." and " Sayo-
nara," received me in his room, sitting on
the Chinese kang. The room was not
heated ; one could see that the General's
larder contained little else but rice, tea,

sake, dried fish, and some Japanese tinned
provisions. This Ir soldier-like and worthy
of honour. Frugality in a soldier is often
worth more than many other things.

Repeatedly I saw men on the march eat-

ing their food. Without much ado (hey
took some rice from a receptacle and ate
It sitting in the snow on the road side.

The food was of course Ice-cold, In from
three to four minutes the meal was
finished, and the march continued. That
fact deserves all recognition.

The uniform of (he Japanese soldier is

practical. On the yellow or dirty white
Manchurlan soli the khaki of coats and
caps was visible only at very short dls-

I lances. The yellow-grey heads of the
Infantry on the upper crest of trenches
looked like stones or lumps of earth : the
difference was only perceived when the
men began to shoot The Japanese prl-

showed themselves
When they met
saluted smartly .

very taciturn and
quarters.

soners whom I saw
dignified and grave.
Russian officers the)

otherwise they were
expressed no
fooJ, etc.

The order kept on the march and the
cleanliness of the Japanese quarters was
remarkable. Even the train columns
marched evenly and In close formation.
In quarters the commanding authorities
were Indicated by written afflches, sign-

I posts, etc.. which avoided delay in finding
I and asking for particular officers. The
railway line from Llaoyang to Mukden was

' worked In good order. The treatment and
sending back of wounded was quirk and
practical, and the attitude of the Japanese
towards the Russian prisoners unobjec-

I
tionable. Once when I wished to cut a
rope with which my baggage was tied, I

leached on; for the sword of a cavalry-
man who was assisting me. but he ob-

j

Jected energetically to such an unworthy
use of his weapon. " Japanese sword.

I enemy only." he stammered excitedly.
This pleased me.

Less was I pleased when—and that
happened nearly every day—officers as-

sured me that they abhorred war, and
that the Japanese people felt likewise.
Very unwillingly, said they, had the
Japanese decided to fight Granted. I

will not here go Into the history of events.
But many details In battle have shown me
that the Japanese enjoy It passionately.
Some phenomena would be inexplicable
If one did not presuppo.se the Intention to
hefool the enemy, to bluff and deceive
him. To the Japanese it Is a pleasure to
fight, an : mortal combat Is fun to him. 1

can understand this But with my simple
German understanding I cannot 'compre-
hend why they so eagerly assert the
contrary

; all the more so as nobody can
believe them. I once said this to an
otherwl«e very nice officer :

" Why these
excuses ?

"

To be brief. I ran only say that what I

have seen of the Japanese army In battle
and otherwise has greatly interested me.
They have opened a new era of tactics
and strategy, which will not be without
Influence on the armies of the world. I

believe that soon after the war
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from all countries will come to Japan In

order to study the art of war at Its

source. Japan will no doubt be ask«d for

instructors, but not only by Cblna. There
Is no doubt, also, that Japan will meet
such wishes after the maxim that great

position Imposes great obligation.

HI.—WITH Gemraia Oki anij Kodama.

After being taken prisoner I had the

honour of being received on March 12th

by General Oku. the leader of the Second
Army, and on the 13th by the Chief of

the General Staff, Raron Kodama. On
both occasions the conversation lasted con-

siderably longer than under similar cir-

cumstances is usually the case.

General Oku is a most amiable man of
attractive appearance. At the first glance
one sees In him the grave warrior and
campaigner. After the exchange of the
usual phrases, however, ihe conversation
began to drag, notwithstanding that at

table a more animated tone easily arises.

To speak on military subjects, especially

on tile present position of the war. he
could not be Induced at all. He put us
off to the time after the war, when Its

history would bo written. He did not
give evasive replies, but said straightfor-
wardly and frankly that on this or that

he could not give any answer. One re-

cognised the warrior who. as at Klnchow
and Llaoyang. goes straight to his aim.
Baron Kodama is of an entirely different

typo. Vivacious, lively, communicative as
he is. one needed not to ask him anything.
He began to talk of his own accord, and
conducted the conversation mostly alone,
ao that one only needed to listen. I found
It very interesting to Interview a General
In the midst of victory : one has not often
such an opportunity. I told myself that

Kodama would know Uiat what Is said

to a journalist is spoken to the public, and
that he would not part with dangerous
secrets of 8tate, but I was nevertheless

full of curiosity as to what we would hear.

This brings me to a point where to con-

tinue my story Is difficult. My Impression
of his remarks was :

" Less would have
been more !

" One felt that be had set

himself the task to bluff us, as he bad to

a certain degree bluffed his opponents at

Mukden by his strategy ; his Intention was
to transport us Into wondering admira-
tion, whereby of course It was emphasized
that Japan had undertaken and conducted
this war with the greatest unwillingness.

I had come with the firm determination
to straightway believe everything the

General might say. But 1 found It quite

impossible, A General relishes such days
as were accorded to Kodama last March ;

he lives a tenfold life through them : they

are the sublimity of his life. Baron
Kodama was happy ; he was In his element
—and yet his speeches all the time
sounded as If be had no wish for the bitter

necessity of acting here the Field-Marshal
—that Is. to live bis life, to make himself
a name for posterity !

" This terrible

war." he said ;
" this glorious war," he

only can have thought. It may be that I

judge wrongly. It Is possible that we live

In a time where not only the diplomats
but also the Generals of an eminently ag-

gressive and war-like nation must even
In the middle of action blow the soft flute

of peace and humanity. Nevertheless

General Kodama made a very strong im-
pression on me. He looked ten years

younger than when I saw him last year In

Tokyo.—a clear proof how well this dis-

tasteful war agrees with him. He Is one

of the few Japanese with whom I was able
to get on In conversation.
What I have seen of the Japanese

Army In the Held has greatly Interested
me. and the greater part by far I found
excellent. One sees everywhere solid,

good, correct work : good organisation,
high tension and Initiative. It Is yet too
soon for a conclusive valuation of its per-
formances, which also would surpass my
powers : but In any case the criticism can
only be very flattering for Japan's Army.
jumma cum laude.

BURIAL OF THREE RUSSIAN
PRISONERS AT MOJI.

On Monday morning the remains of

three Russian prisoners, who died on the

way from the front, were interred by the

authorities of the Mojl Military Transport

Station, the burial services being read by

an English missionary at Shlmonosekl

The coffins bearing the remains were

carried to the cemetery on gun carriages,

and were decorated with wreaths. Three

Russian soldiers in full uniform attended

the funeral as representatives of the

prisoners detained at Dairl. Captain

Tashiro. Mayor of ulojl (formerly Har-

bour-master at Kobe), and officials of

the City Office, members of the Ladles'

Patriotic Society, and a number of officers

and men belonging to the Military Trans-

port Station were also present.

Thursday. April 21th.

\ I.ONDON telegram of the 25th
** Instant to the Chnnicte reads :

—
The Russian Government officially

denies the statement of the Japanese Go-

vernment that France approached Russia

on the subject of the prolonged stay o(

the Raltlc Fleet at Kamrahn Bay, and
that in consequence of these representa-

tions Admiral Rohjestvensky was re-

quested to leave French territorial waters.

A force of 25,000 men drawn from the

Mobcow Military district will shortly

leave for the front.

GERMAN STEAMER STOPPED
BY BALTIC FLEET.

The German steamer " Brunhllde

"

brought to Hongkong, on the 16th Instant,

further news of the movements of the

Baltic Fleet, the vessel having en-

countered the "Baltlccrs" on tbe 13th

Instant, two days after the " Poona " lost

sight of them.

According to the China Mail, the

" Brunhllde's " account goes a long way
towards strengthening the opinion formed

by the officers of the " Poona " as to the

condition of at least some of the vessels

of the fleet The "Brunhllde" was on

her way from Bangkok to Hongkong with

a cargo of rice and flour for the latter

port, and steered the usual course. On

Thursday morning (13th Inst.), at about

daylight, a large number of ships were

noticed about Ave miles away on the hori-

zon, but for some time It was not possible

to make them out very clearly, although

it was suspected that the ships might be a

portion of the Baltic Fleet, of which the

steamer had received news before leaving

about a ship's length away. The " Brun-

hllde " was by this time at a standstill

Those on board were not, however, left

very long in doubt, for Just before sunrise

three vessel*, which subsequently turned

out to be fast scouting cruisers, detached

themselves from the main body and

steamed towards the " Brunhllde " at

a fast rata. The ' Brunhllde " was

making about 9 knots or a little better at

tbe time, and from the way In which the

cruisers over-hauled her considered that

they came up at at least 20 knots per hour.

As they approached, one of the cruisers

made a signal which the officer on the

" Brunhilde'a " bridge was unable to

make out, and he consequently kept the

ship on ber course. A' puff of smoke was

then seen from one of the cruiser's guns

and was closely followed by a report and

a second shot, which were flred across the

"Brunhllde's" bows. The cruiser again

signalled, and this time It was made out

to be an order to slop, which,

the Russians meant business, the

htlde " lost no time in doing.

The cruisers then steamed right up to

the " Brunhllde " until one of them was

off an officer and six men la ber who

came on board. The officer, who spoke

German, asked for the Captain and de-

manded to see the ship's papers. These

were produced, and meanwhile an armed

sentry was posted at the ship's gangway

and In the saloon where the officers ex-

amined the papers.

The officer went thoroughly over all the

papers, making very few comments, and

after having spent about an hour on board

withdrew the sentries an.l returned to the

cruiser. Instructing the Captain of the

"Brunhllde" not to proceed until sig-

nalled. On the cruiser, apparently. »

short consultation was held, and after a

the "Brunhllde" permission to proceed

on her way.

Meanwhile the officers of the "Brun-

hllde " had been busy observing tbe con-

dition of the cruisers, their armament,

etc.. anJ found them, as reported by the

" Poona," to be in extremely good condi-

tion. Having heard the report from

Singapore concerning the condition «'

the ships' bottoms they expected to sec

them covered with

splcuous by their absence. The
bottoms appeared to be covered with

copper, which had a greenish appearanee,
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but were In Rood condition and bore evi-

dence of having been attended to In the

way of scrubbing.

Each of the three carried large crews,

and the men seemed to be in excellent

condition. They also were well armed
with guns of medium calibre and were
fitted with torpedo-tubes. This encounter

took place about one mile off Fisherman's

island, which Is about 60 miles north of

Cape Padaran on the Aimam coast.

Having signalled the " Brunhlldc" to

proceed the cruisers swung round and
steamed away to the fleet at the same
lilKh rate of speed as they travelled out.

The main fleet had by this time drawn
a little closer, and 33 vessels could be

clearly made out. They were steaming In

an extended line In a direction N.N.E.,

the war-ships protecting several cargo-

boats and one large transport with two
masts and three funnels. Tho fleet moved
at a rate of about 10 knots per hour and
gradually drew away from the " Brun-
hllde." which was not doing quite as

much.

Three large four-funnelled boats were
clearly made out, and two or three tor-

pedo-boat destroyers were mixed up
amongst the other vessels.

At about sunrise, nearly six o'clock, the

vessels broke up their former formation,
some of them going more to the north and
some slightly to the south. They shortly

afterwards disappeared and nothing
was seen of them.

Kaiyuan encountered the

Ing of five battalions of Infantry, sixteen

troops of cavalry, and one battery of

artillery, who advanced to the vicinity of

Kaiyuan on the 24th Instant, pressing

hard upou our cavalry outpost. Wo com-

pelled the enemy to retreat to the north

of Mlenhuachle.

"Our casualties in this fighting were

38 officers and men killed and wounded.

About two hundred dead were left by the

Russians on the field.

" Thy euemy, consisting of six battalions

of Infantry and sixteen troops of cavalry,

advanced to the vicinity of Changtu-fu.

while twelve troops of cavalry and one

battery of artillery also advanced to the

vicinity of Siaoyutze, but both these forces

retreated northwards with the enemy

routed In the vicinity of Kaiyuan."

THE REAL COMMANDERS OF
PORT ARTHUR.

THE SITUATION AT THE
FRONT.

BATTLE NORTH OF KAIYUAN.

It Is now ascertained that the Russian
first line of defence Is drawn between
Changchun and Kirin, cities which are

fifty miles apart. Reinforcements to the

strength of one army corps have arrived

from the north, and the forces at Pamlen-
cbeng. Taolu, and Hallungcheng have
been greatly Increased. Troops which left

Moscow after the battle of Mukden are

now arriving at Harbin, but It is es-

timated that It will take at least four

months for the Russians to make good

the two hundred thousand men put out of

action In the last battle, and before thai

time the Japanese will certainly strike.

The Rusians have now erected batteries

on both banks of the river Itun, running

from east to west south of Changchun, and

fortified entrenchments are being thrown

up with great haste in the direction of

Kirin on the banks of the Sungarl and In

the hills north-west of the river.

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama. pub-

lished by the War Office yesterday,

says :
—

"Our detachment in occupation of

We have not yet heard the last of the

conditions which brought about the sur-

of Port Arthur. One of the

officials who criticises General

Stoessel Is M. Vershinin. Civil Governor

of the stronghold during the siege, who Is

reported In the United States as express-

ing some Interest lng opinions. M. Vershinin

passed through Portland on the 30th ult.

on his way to Russia, and while in that

,
city was entertatned by W. H. Oalvanla,

a prominent Russian resident of Portland,

and by the President of the local Chamber

of Commerce.

M. Vershinin bitterly resents the Bur-

render of Port Arthur, which he be-

lieves could have been postponed for two

months at least. When asked what Im-

port attached to the?e two months the

former Governor replied that the sur-

render, by releasing In the neighbourhood

of 100.000 Japanese and an immense

amount of heavy artillery, was un-

doubtedly responsible for the sanguinary

defeat of Ihe Russians at Mukden.

The former Governor has a poor opinion

of the abilities of General Stoessel, whom
he rates as inferior as a commander to

several Generals beneath him In rank.

The two Generals to whom he gives the

credit for resisting the Japanese during

the long siege are Generals Smirnoff and

Kondracbenko. The former, be states,

was a strategist of the first rank, while

the latter was a master executive. Upon

the death of General Kondrachenko. M.

Vershinin says the Russians had no chief

who was able to ctrry out Smirnoff's

plans, and with Stoefcael constantly be-

coming more and more discouraged at the

of the Japanese. It <

but a matter of a short while until the

surrender took place.

Of the Japanese soldiers, M. Vershinin

speaks in the highest terms. He, how-
ever, does not attribute their Indomitable

perseverance In battle so much to bravery

as to a lack of feeling. He cites as an

Illustration that In battle the Japanese re-

peatedly charged over the bodies of their

dead comrades and witnessed the death

of relatives and friends without appar-

ently losing nerve In the slightest de-

gree. This. M. Vershinin says, Is an Im-

possibility for any European race.

M. Vershinin recounted the experience*

of the Russian garrison at Port Arthur

during the siege, where, for four months,

an Increasing bombardment both night

and day wore those In Port Arthur al-

most to distraction. He remarked the

horrible precision of the Japanese artil-

lery, saying that the Japanese seemed

familiar with every part of the fortress,

and placed shells wherever they wished,

with the most terrible effect.

PRISONERS OF WAR AT
KANAZAWA.

ROW OF A PLOT THAT FAILED.

According to a dispatch from

a number of prisoners of wai

prevented from putting Into

daring plan to escape.

It appears from the report that fifty of

the Russians detained at Dewa-machi,

Kanaxawa. planned to burn down their

prison house, seize the rifles of the guard,

and escape. The scheme was to be carried

out on Monday night, but by some means

it was discovered, two companies of in-

fantry were on the spot at the critical

time, and the night passed as usual. It

Is believed the prisoners have certain

grievances, and that some misunderstand-

ing exist* between them and the au-

thorities.

PRIZE SHIPS AT YOKOSUKA.

Up to date twenty of the

by Japanese war-ships during the

of the war have been sent to Yokosuka for

examination by the Yokosuka Prize

Court. Of this number four Russian

vessels have been confiscated. The re-

maining sixteen belong to neutral nations

and are at present under examination. It

Is expected that a decision will be i

with regard to a number of <

days.
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Friday, April 2ft*.

ATELEORAM to the Chronirle dated

London, the 2fith Inst., reads ;-
The St. Petersburg correspondent of the

Matin states that the Russian Admiralty
has received a dispatch from Admiral
RohJeslvenBky to the effect that com-
munication has been opened with Admiral
Nebogatoff (commanding the third squad-

ron) and that a Junction is expected near
Batavla. whence the combined fleet will

Immediately sail for Vladivostok, via the

Straits of Formosa.

A VISIT TO TH K RUSSIAN
REFUGEES.

PITIABLE PICTURE FROM SHANGHAI.

A contributor signing himself " Paase-

Partout" writes an interesting descrip-

tion to the Shanghai Timet of a visit to

*>me of the victims of the war now taking

refuge In Shanghai. In the course of

his account the writer mentions that he

and his Russian companion visited a
house which seems to I e utilised as a
kind of convalescent home. Here they

found Dr. Phillpchenko (this may have
been Mr. Philip Kauptchlnsky, who, it

will be remembered,

journalist detained at

his knowledge of

proved of such service) on duty for the

day ; Dr. Ramasboff. resident ; two nurs-

ing sisters, and some wounded officers alt-

ting at lunch in the open air. Mr. de la

Tour, who was ensaged in literary work
on the Naval Staff In Port Arthur, was
sitting with his back to the writer, and
only on hla motioning to a sailor to carry

him across to a chaise lounge was it

noticed that be had no legs, only two
stumps, cut off about perhaps eight Inches
below the hip Joint. He was sitting at

his writing table, sometime last summer,
when a shell entered, exploded, and his

legs were literally smashed to pieces. He
Is one of the many cases which are to be
met with of which a whole book might
be written. His patience and brightness
are spoken of by all around him.

In the next ward a bright. Intelligent

young fellow lay reading, his book
propped against the wall beside him. He
turned It over face downwards as we ap-

proached and seemed glad to exchange a
few word*. He had been shot through the

right arm. between wrist and elbow, a
piece of the bone had had to come bodily

away, and the wound having healed bad
contracted so that It seemed as If there

were almost a hole through the arm still.

The hand he could not move unless by
taking It in his left and turning it round.

As the doctor was explaining about the

the writer

did you receive T "

" Seven," said he.

" Well, your legs

T
"

are all right, aren't

"Only got one left, and It's

but that's nothing. Sitchevo."
" And your family, are there many 0f

you ? " - Well." shaking his bead. "
|

don't know now. I had two brothers.

One was In a monastery, the other la a
soldier, probably he's up north now. Who
knows, and the mother Is old. yes sbe ,

old."

Downstairs were the Commando nen.
who are not wounded but who help look

after the others. Passing on to the outer

lower verandah long tables were found

arranged. In fine weather this ssrvea u
a dining hall. Crossing the garden

groups of men were seen lying about oa

rugs on the grass. Many had cruiehes

beside them, some were sitting, some half

reclining, but none of them could walk
;

they had been carried out after dinner

and would be carried back again when the

sun prepared to set.

"The picture.' concludes the writer,

" was worthy the pencil of an artist.

Hosts of flowering shrubs, pink and white

and yellow showing that spring had

Indeed come. And there. In the spring-

lime of their life those broken bought,

maimed and crippled for life for the good

of their country. Can such things bring

good ? Is not such sacrifice truly a thing

of evil that good may come * And not

one discontented carping word or look

Saturday, April 29/A.

THE DISAFFECTED RUSSIANS
AT HAMADERA.

REPROOF FROM GENERAL SMIRNOFF.

It

of the Russian prisoners at

Hamadera. near Osaka, has called forth

-a reproof from General Smirnoff and
other high Russian officers detained at

Nagoya. Vernacular Journals stale that

these officers, under joint signature, have
sent an address to the prisoners condemn-
ing them for disobeying the authorities

and advising them to remember theii

position and behave with decency and

STEAMRH8 DETAINED AT
HONGKONG.

to the Atahi an
that a number of steamers laden

with oa] are detained at Hongkong In

virtue of the recent Interpretation or the

neutrality proclamation declared by the

British Government, which prohibits the

export of coal from British possessions

when It Is believed that the coal Is to be

conveyed to the war-ship of a belligerent.

GENERAL STOESSEL.

PROCLAMATION BY GENERAL

LINEVITCa

of the prisoner!

n Thursday night, and as he
is said to closely resemble a Japanese In

feature. It Is thought It may be difficult to

trace him. Presumably, however, as he

not know Japanese, he could not get

A telegram from Berlin dated the 27th

instant says it is now Anally dectJed that

General 8toessel Is to be court martialled.

The General is accused of having exceeded

his duty, the charge being that the

capitulation or the stronghold of Port Ar-

thur was not within his power, but was
the duty of the Commander of Port Ar-

: thur. General Smirnoff, only.

It is reported that General Line

the new Commander-tn-Chier of the Ru»-

slan rorces In Manchuria, has Issued the

following General Order to his troops -
" The Tsar having Issued a Rescript ap-

pointing me Commander-in-Chief of the

Army, I have now assumed mj

You, officers and men, have fought

bravely in many battles and have suc-

ceeded In embarrassing the enemy. I

hope you will fight In the future with In-

creased determination and loyally dlf-

charge your sacred duties towards the

Tsar and your country.

"While the enemy is puuled at the

patience and forbearance or the Russian

Army, our reinforcements are continually

arriving. Remember that the Heavenly

Father, whose blessing goes with W
Army, will be with us la the comlM
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Scenes at Mukden.

A Chinese about to be executed for catting the Japaneie Field Telegraph Wire* near Mnkden.
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AN INCIDENT AT PORT
ARTHUR.

The Yorodiu relate* tome Interesting

Incidents concerning Japanese soldiers at

Port Arthur In Illustration of BiuhUo.

Four Russians belonging to the Red Cross

hospital ship " Mongolia" had been work-

ing on board the hospital ship " Kazan "

at Port Arthur from the time the strong-

hold wm still held by the Russians. Their

duties being finished after the capitula-

tion, they left the ship to prepare for re-

turning home. As they were landing how-

ever, the sea running high, they fell Into

the water. Seven Japanese soldiers be-

longing to the first battalion of the

Nagoya Army Division witnessed this ac-

cident They did not lose a moment In ren-

dering assistance and succeeded In rescu-

ing the four Russians. General Bala-

ahoff, the head of the Russian Red Cross

at Port Arthur, ottered the seven Japanese

a reward of 700 roubles for their plucky

conduct. This the Japanese refused, and

the General wrote to General IJIchl, Com-

mander or the Port Arthur Fortifications,

asking him to send the money to the men.

On April 4th General IJIchl sent the

following reply to General Balaaboff :
—

"In regard to the reward you have

kindly offered to the soldiers who rescued

the Red Cross men of the 1 Kaxan,' I have

the pleasure to Inform you that I have

asked them to accept your kind present,

but they refused to receive any material

reward, although I have repeatedly urged

them to accept the money. Their

reason for refusing the preeent is that

they did not rescue the men In antlcipa-

tlon of any reward. They could not look

on while men were on the point of death

without assisting them, and they say they

have only discharged their duty as soldiers.

Should they accept any reward for their

deed, they would feel unhappy, as the

principle of Buthido forbids any rewards.

This teaching can only be understood by

one who thoroughly appreciates the doc-

trine ot Buahido. The men are convlnceJ

that they ought not to receive any reward

for such an action from any one save their

Emperor. I would not compel my men to

accept your present, and beg to state that

they have received the offer In the spirit

It was tendered, and hope that you will

leave them alone and not disturb their

peace of mind.
" As for your offer to present them the

silver medal of the Russian Government

In recognition of their service, I think

they may accept this honour with the

sanction of the Imperial

after the restoration of

" 1 avail myself of this opportunity for

renewing my assurance of respect for

your Excellency."

In reply to this letter General Bala-

shoff wrote to say that he could appre-

ciate the spirit of the gallant Japanese

soldiers In refusing the small reward and

he honoured them for it. Oeneral Bala-

sboff asked General IJIchl to send the

seven soldiers to him, as he desired to

tender his thanks personally for their

gallant action, and aJded that on his re-

turn to St. Petersburg he would report

this event to the Tsar and send them

medals as provided by Russian law for

others from drowning. The General

asked that the 700 roubles offered to the

men should be added to the Japanese Red

Crot

RUSSIANS FROM PORT ARTHUR.

On the 22nd Instant 34 Russian

and 812 of the rank and file, released at

sent to Chefoo and

to the 1

the Ja

Sunday, April 30th.

THE Russians, who have been throwing

up defence works with gTeat energy bet-

ween Penghwa. Changchun, and Klrin. ap-

pear to have received large reinforcements.

Forces of cavalry with artillery have been

keeping In touch with the Japanese ad-

vance. Prom the latest news. It appears

that the headquarters of the highest com-

>d It established between Kungchullng

Hualte. south of Penghwa The Rus-

are apparently preparing to

the Japanese advance on the line

KucbaUe. Huashlllng. and Ylngllng. and

atrong forces are being placed In position

against this line. It Is thought that the

Russians who engaged the Japanese near

Kalyuan on the 24th instant were under

General Mtstchenko. The reinforcements

the Russians have obtained since the

battle of Mukden are estimated at about

The Nippon la evidently disappointed

that the Japanese Army has not accom-

plished more since the battle of Mukden,
and advocates an Immediate advance on

Harbin. " What." asks the Nippon, " is

the Army which has advanced to Changtu
doing now T Little news Is coming from

the front and little Is known ot the situa-

tion. Probably Marshal Oyama has now
advanced as tar north as possible, anJ Is

making preparations for a great move.

In one single action the scene of the fight-

ing has been advanced from the Shaho to

This Is

a great development, and the difficulty

of transport baa of course been greatly

enhanced. But It Is of vital importance

for the future of the troops to clear the

remnants of the beaten enemy from the

region bounded by the railway on the

west and the Korean boundary on the

east. If the Russlsns make the next stand

on the line from Changchun to Klrln, with-

out retreating to Harbin, as supposed, the

Japanese cannot advance recklessly, and
It Is necessary for them to find a base

from which to carry on effective opera-

tions against the enemy. Preparations

for this may account for the absence of

news. The fact that a great change

nas taken place In the strength of the two
armies as the result of the crushing defeat

of the Russians in the battle of Mukden
roust be taken into consideration In any
future plan of operations. It Is evident

that the Russian plan was to make a

stand at Tlellng after Mukden, but being

unable to give battle there they retreated

some hundred miles further north. This
fact clearly shows how heavy was the

Russian loss. The Japanese are now In a

position to be able to advance northwards
as far as desired, and It goes without say-

ing that If Oyama has no other plan in

view, it Is to his advantage to march as

far as the transport facilities will possibly

allow. There can be no doubt that the

Japanese can maintain the superiority In

strength for a few months hence, so that

there la no cause of apprehension In the

delay of action, but It time is

situation on the

the Shaho may
It must be

after the battle of

whereupon.

on the stake of another great

The Ntppom next considers the question

of where the army in the field should be

quartered. " If the Government Is decided

to take this course and the military au-

thorities have chosen any point for

quartering our error, the matter Is beyond

the province of discussion. If the plan of

Marshal Oyama, however, Is not to ad-

vance north beyond Changtu and so

attack the enemy west of Harbin, we mart

make our protest. If the point where a

halt Is to be made is the vicinity of Harbin

the

the I

the enemy will save about ISO miles In the

transport of his supplies, but the saving of

Buch a small distance Is of no value in a

distance of 10.000 versta. over which the

Russians have to transport Moreover,

when the Russians abandon Klrin.

they will lose the advantage of ob-

supplies from the valley of

and the river. The ad-

of about 200 miles will not he a

difficult matter for our army, and will In

no way affect its strength. We are con-

fident that our army, which can maintain

the superiority of strength in the vicinity

of Changtu, can also maintain It In the

of Harbin. Anyone can easily
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Bee the advantage of advancing to Harbin.

When this is done, the -whole sea-board

district of Siberia will be at our mercy.

Vladivostok will be Isolated and can be

taken without fighting. Negotiations for

peace can only be commenced when Harbin

is invested and Vladivostok takan. It

negotiations fur peace are opened before

tbat time, only diplomatic difficulties will

he brought about. The Empire has em-
barked on the present war at great risk

and sacrifice, which has accounted for the

brilliant .success of our arms. It Is. there-

fore, natural that the demands of the

nation as to the terms of peace should be

great. If there be any means by which

outsiders can assist a diplomatic success

In the negotiations, they must be used

oven at great expenditure. Now that the

strength of the army Is sufficient to oc-

cupy the sea-board district of Siberia, It

is to be hoped that the preparations for

offensive operations will be completed

without delay. When the occupation of

Vladivostok and the district adjoining Is

carried out. the success of peace

Hons will be greatly assisted."

According to a London message of the

26th instant, it is reported from Saigon
that the French authorities there deny
that any of the crew of the Russian
cruiser " Diana " are missing. Portions of

the vessel's machinery were lately re-

moved, because the Commander wished to

change her anchorage, and the authorities

were anxious to avoid the slightest ap-

i of an abuse of French neutrality.

• •

The number of wounded Russian pri-

soners who have died at the hospitals in

Port Arthur and Taircn is about 1,400 in

all. Of the prisoners brought over to

Japan, only some 1M have died from their

wounds—all men of the rank and file.

It Is interesting to learn that the Go-

vernment Railway authorities, and the

Sanyo. Kyushu. Nippon, and Narita Rail-

way Companies have agreed to transport

tree of charge articles sent to the Russian
prisoners who are uetr.ined at Yamaguchl,

Kokura. Kumamuto. Narashino, Sakura,

Takasakl, and Sendal. Conduct such as

this will. It may be hoped, serve to cement

bonds of friendship between Russians and
Japanese even while the war remains. un-

concluded.

Lieut. -General Tiuchlya, commander of

the 11th Army Division, who was wounded

at Port Arthur, has now recovered, and
is again on duty. As a token of thanks-

giving for his rocovery. the General has

presented ¥100 to the funds of the

ZentsuJI branch of the Volunteer Nurses'

Society. ¥50 to the Kagawa branch of the

Ladies' Patriotic Society. ¥50 to the funds

of the Volunteer Fleet, and a hundred

books for use In the smoking-room of the

Zentsujl Military Hospital.

A distant admirer of Marshal Oyama.

who signs himself a subject of one of the

South European States, has presented the

great commander with a fowling piece,

which is claimed to have been used by

Napoleon the Great. The gift and the

letter accompanying it are believed to bp

genuine. In the letter the sender says

his reason for presenting the fowling

piece Is that Napoleon failed In the inva-

sion of Russia and ended his career a pri-

soner and in Bolitude. But Marshal

Oyama has attacked the Russian Army
with great success, and It is fitting that

he should possess the ancient weapon.

The fowling piece, the donor says, has been

long regarded as an heirloom in his

family.

A telegram to the Chronicle dated l>on

don the 28th Instant reads :

—

The St. Petersburg correspondent of the

.Wo'in states that Admiral Rohjestvensky

while at Madagascar shipped Greek,

Italian. German. English. Scotch. Argen-

tine and Chilian officers for the purpose of

training the crews of vessels comprising

his squadron.

BACK FROM HARBIN.

A CORRESPONDENT'8 VIEW8 OF THE

RUSSIAN ARMY.

of the date isA Reuter s

as follows :
—

Admiral Rohjestvensky's squadron

finally left Kamrahn Bay on the evening

of the 26th Instant.

Two squadrons, consisting of eight and

seven vessels respectively, and presum-

ably belonging to Admiral Ncbogatoff's

command, were sighted on Thursday

night sixty miles south of Penang steam-

ing in the direction of Singapore.

Mr. C. M. Schwah. the American steel

magnate, has left St. Petersburg.

It Is stated In New York that Mr.

Schwab's visit has resulted in an arrange-

ment being made with his firm to con-

struct several 16.000-ton battleships of a

novel type for the Russian Admiralty.

Mr. Schwab is said to have guaranteed

that the new vessels shall possess twenty

I per cent, greater efficiency than anything

now afloat.

Lord Brooke, the son of the Earl sad
Countess Warwick, who was attached to

General Kuropatkln's army as war corre-

spondent and returned last month to

London direct from Harbin, expresses

views which are not as pessimistic as one
might have expected. Among other thlnxi

he said :
" The long succession of Ru».

slan reverses may, I think, he largely

ascribed to the difference In sentiment of

the two armies. The Russian soldier ia t
fine fellow, of splendid physique, grett

stolidity, has a chlld-IIke faith in his

officers, and a perfect content to »tanj

still and be shot when ordered to do so.

All the same, the war is not popular, and

s Russian soldier lacks thai

which makes for success;

enemy the Japanese, so great

Is his patriotism and his enthusiasm,

fights like a man possessed. It is also

certain that the Russians have been out-

classed in strategy, tactics, and in the In-

telligence Department."
Regarding the Russian officer be re-

marked :

"I should like to disabuse people,

minds of the notion that the Russian

officer is merely a drunken debauchee.

There are a few, of course, who drink

more than Is customary in the British

Army, but they form a very, very small

minority. As a general rule the Russian

officer Is a man of undoubted courage,

considerable Intelligence, and certainly

the most courteous and obliging com-

panion one could wish to meet with. I

have never enjoyed such kindness and

thoughtful hospitality aa with the Rus-

sian army. As for the spirit in which be

takes defeat after defeat I cannot illus-

trate It better than by quoting the com-

ment made when the Japanese cavalry

were cutting the railway line, and ewe-

rally harassing the Russians. 'MIs-

tchenko. the great Russian caralry leader,

went south to annoy the Japanese, but he

was such a dismal failure that they have

now come up to us to teach him hi* busi-

ness properly.' "

STEAMERS CONFISCATED AT

YOKOSUKA.

The Vokosuka Prlte Court declared the

following steamers to be confiscated oa

the 28th instant, despite the petitions of

Mr. Aklyama, barrister of Yokohama :-

The British steamer " M 8. Dollar." the

Austrian steamers " Burma " and

"Slam"; and the British steamer

" Wyefleld."
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Tuesday, May 2nd.

A TELEGRAM to the Chronicle from
Hongkong, dated May tat, reads .—

The Russian vessels left Kamrahn Bay
on Wednesday, and were sighted on
Thursday at Honkohe Bay.

It 1b believed at Saigon that the Baltic

Fleet will try to reach Vladl vostok by the
open Pacific.

The captures of the "Beatrice" and
" Opland " have been confirmed.

RUSSIAN PRISONERS IN

JAPAN.

According to the latest returns the
number of the Russian prisoners in

Japan Is 60,190.

RUSSIAN WAR VESSELS IN

CHINA PORTS.

DIPLOMATIC ACTIVIT* AT WASH1NUTON.

The Kokumin publishes the following

dispatch from Washington, dated April

29th ;
—

Mr. Takahira. Japanese Minister at

! Washington, has made a representation to

the U.S. Government In regard to the Rus-
sian cruiser " Askold." now lying at Woo-
sung, in which he urges the United Stales

to assist China to maintain her neutrality.

President Roosevelt is considering the

measures to be taken In compliance with

the representation of the Japanese Minis-

ter.

w
C
°hi

nt

t

°*s
h
lnl- RuM '*n Mlnlster *t

the action of neutral Powers in watching
the course of the Second Baltic Squadion
and reporting their every movement The
U.S. Government, says the dispatch, has
takon no notice of the complaint of Count
Casslnl.

The German Ambassador at Washington
has dispatched a telegram to h!s Govern-
ment, staling that the Japanese Minister
at Washington believes that Germany will

send a war-ship to Shanghai.
The U.S. Minister at Peking has been

instructed by his Government to advise
the Chinese Government to enforce It*

powers of neutrality In regard to the

Russian war-vessels which have been dis-

mantled by the Chinese authorities.

Wednesday, May 3rrf.

IJIHE main force of the Baltic Squadron
;

still remains between Kamrahn and

Saigon, and It la thought In Tokyo that It

la still Intent on securing a base of opera

tlons. It appears that the fleet Is divided

Into two or three divisions, with the ob-

ject of concealing Its whereabouts. There

Is little doubt that It is waiting for the

third squadron, which waa reported in the

Malacca Straits on Saturday night Ad-

miral Robjestvensky is said to be at pre-

sent receiving supplies from Kamrahn

Major Yamaoka. Staff Officer to General

Nogl. who at Port Arthur was sent with

the message Inviting General Stocssel to

surrender, was wounded at the battle of

Mukden and hag lost the sight of his eye*.

The unfortunate officer arrived In Tokyo

on Saturday.

The Chinese Minister at St. Petersburg,

according to a dispatch to the Jin, haj

telegraphed to the Foreign Office at

Peking to the effect that as the 200.000

Russian troops shortly to be sent to

Klrln and Harbin were new recruits and

therefore likely to be without much dis-

cipline. It was feared they would ter-

rorise the Inhabitants In Manchuria. The

Minister therefore advised that the Kirin

General should be prepared to guard

against their malpractices.

•

A Reuter's telegram dated London.

April 30th. Is as follows :—

General Llnevltrh reports that two

Russian detachments on the night of the

29th simultaneously attacked the Japan-

ese near the town of Tunkhuslan, driving

the Japanese from five consecutive poai-

CAPTURE OF AN ESCAPED
PRISONER.

The Russian prisoner who escaped from
Hamadera recently was caught on Satur-

day, being detected at night time on a
farm some distance away. The prisoner

had a strange story to tell. He aays that

he deserted from the ranks and sur-

rendered some time In January near Muk-
den. On being brought to Japan he waa
drafted among prisoners who were all

from Port Arthur, and it appears that the

latter were prond of thmselves . whll»

they despised the deserter. As the un-

fortunate man believes he will be severely

punished for desertion when he reaches

Russia, he twice applied to the Japanese
authorities to be naturalised, but thU of

course could not be entertained. He es

taped with the object of concealing him-
self till the prisoners were sent home ami
then becoming naturalised. The scape-

goat was known by the nickname of
" Kuropatkin " among the Port Arthur

Thursday, May 4t/i.

VJO change has taken place in the sltua-
A* tlon at the front since the last report of

Marshal Oyama. The Russians having
failed In their recent scouting counter-

attacks, have now evidently realised that

aoch tactics will only result In heavy
losses. They have abandoned these move-
ments and are now quietly awaiting the
arrival of reinforcements. The remnants
of the Russians defeated at Mukden,
which halted at Fengwha, Pamlencheng,

and other places are said to be under the

command of General Sassulltch, and the

cavalry is under General Mistchenko.

They have been reinforced by troops

newly arrived from Europe. The force

under General Rennenkampff appears to

be now between Hallungcheng and Klrln.

Russian prisoners taken recently state

that General Mistchenko has entirely re-

covered from his wounds-

Prince Karl Anton Is said to have re-

celved Instructions from the Kaiser to pre-

sent 15.000 mark to the family of the lat >

Lieutenant Shibata. who was the officer

conducting the foreign attaches at Port

Arthur last year, and who was killed in

battle. Prince Anton has handed the gift

to General Terauchl. the Minister for War.
who will forward It to the bereaved

family.
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Friday, May iSth.

A LONDON telegram of the 3rd Instant

to the Vhronicle reads :
—

Yesterday the Secretary of the Japanese

Legation at Paris called upon M. Delcaase.

French Minister for Foreign Affairs, and
|

formally submitted that the Russian

squadron had received supplies from

French porta.

A Reuter s dispatch dated the 3rd Is as

follows :
—

The correspondent of the .Wornino Pust

at Washington says that Great Britain

has addressed a Note to China warning

her of the necessity of strict neutrality in

Identical terms with those employed by

the United States, and impressing upon

China the necessity of maintaining her

neutrality at this crisis,

A Hongkong message to the Chronicle

dated the 4th Instant reads :
—

Telegraphic uews from Saigon reports

that Admiral Rohjestvenaky has arrived

at Port Dayot, and is awaiting Admiral

Nebogatoff's squadron, which la off

The French cruiser " Gulchen " has

sailed from Saigon with the Admiral

aboard.

Four of the Russian transports are now
coaling at Saigon, but assurances have

been given that they are bound for

Odessa.

»
• «

A telegram has also reached Tokyo from

Hongkong stating that a Herman steamer

which arrived at Hongkong reports ob-

serving at 4 o'clock on the afternoon of

the 29th ultimo 28 vessels of the Baltic

squadron lying In Honkohe Bay A

cruiser came out of the bay and examined

the steamer as to her destination and
cargo.

Another steamer, which left Saigon on

the afternoon of the 2nd Instant, ob-

served the Baltic squadron at Port Oayol,

which is north of Honkohe Bay.

FIRE IN RUSSIAN PRISONERS

QUARTERS.

Fire broke out on WednesJay after-

noon In the private quarters of the

Kelfukuji Temple at HtmeJI, where

223 Russian prisoners are lodged. The
local fire brigade was soon playing on the

flames, which were brought under control

In alK>ut an hour and half, the main build-

Ing being saved. The prisoners were re-

moved into the barracks of the 3»th Regi

ment without any trouble being ex-

perienced, it Is reported that the fire

originated In the bath house or kitchen

ESCAPING THE BALTIC

SQUADRON.

The British steamer " Sikh," from

Rangoon for Yokohama, which was re

ported to have been captured by the Balli:

squadron, arrived safely at Yokohama on

Wednesday with 72.<m«> bags of rice

Saturday, May 07//.

4 LONDON telegram of the 3rd instant

to the Chronirle reads :
—

The United States Government, al

Japans request, recently addressed a

Note to China regarding the Russian ves-

sels at Shanghai.

The Chinese Minister at Washington

yesterday handed assurances to the

United States Government that the Rus-

sian vessels In China ports would not be

allowed to depart.

A Hongkong dispatch or the 5th itistant

cays :

—
A telegram from Penang stales that

Admiral Neliogatoff's squadron was

sighted yesterday (Thursday ) morning off

Jusra (about midway between Penang

and Singapore).

News ha? reached Tokyo from Harbin

Stating that Russian women left the tawn

early last montli at the order of the au-

thorliler, and many afcops are closed. Tne

military hospital has been removed

the country further north.

General Linevitcn recently reported

that on the 29th ultimo two Russian do
rachments drove the Japanese from Tun
hue. This Is denied In Tokyo. As a tUi

ter of fact, a Japanese outpost is still al

that point. On the 29th ultimo Japanesr

patrols encountered two sniali bodies ot

the Russians at a place about 15 miles

north of Tunhua. The Japanese purposed

retreated and " lured the Russians on.
- '

the latter being then beaten back. Cent-

ra] Linevitch. it Is thought, may have

been misled by the Russian officers ex-

aggerating the character of the engage-

ment. It doesn't amount to much anyway.

Telegrams received in London from

Vladivostok report that five Japanese

officers, disguised as labourers, were

caught photographing (he defences there

In April and were summarily banged.

Documents found upon the Japanese, it

h sai i, sn we I thai the] aid ilmdi
sent lo Tokyo full Information about the

THE SHOKONSHA FESTIVAL

AT TOKYO.

MEN KILLED IN THE WAK.

n de-

L Of

The special festival of the Yastikun:

Jinsha, or Shokonsha. at Tokyo, In honour

of the officers and men killed durlns t*

present war. which commenced on *•

3rd Instant, has attracted great rro»df

and also large numbers of the bereWeJ

families from the interior. On Tbursaa)

Prlnre Kanin planted a large laurel In

the shrine grounds in commemoration of

the occasion.

The names of the officers an

posited In the shrine number .1

these 28,999 are the names of

and 1.887 the names of sailors.

Among the names deposited at «•

shrine the highest of army rar.k ll IW »'

Major-General Yamamoto, and of naval

rank Captain Saiki.

By this ceremony we get an in*!*''1

into the number killed in the war. but U»

total of names does not. it appear*, rep'e

sent the whole of those killed, while those

who die from disease are not apparent!..

Included.
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Sunday, May 1th.

YOKOSUKA PRIZE COURT.

On Thursday the Tokosuka Prize Court

derided that the following British

steamers were properly confiscated :
—

The " Eastby Abbey," " Venus," and
" Aphrodite."

" The " Easby Abbey " Is a vessel of

2.9C3 tons and was registered at Cardiff,

and the " Aphrodite " was of 2.949 tons.

THE SHOKONSHA FESTIVAL.

INCIDENTS OF A SAD CELEBRATION.

During the three days' festival of the

Shokonsha at Tokyo, when the names

of over thirty thousand officers and men
killed in the war were deposited In the

Shrine, an Immense number of the rela-

tives of the deceased soldiers visited the

Shrine from the Interior. The country

people could be easily distinguished by

the simplicity of their attire. The great

fete was In honour of their husbands,

fathers, sons or brothers, and it was

plain to be seen that the country visitors

were possessed with the intensity of the

feelings of pride, grief, or Joy. The
Hovhi remarks on the human feeling

there displayed, young widows were seen

simply dressed and in straw sandals walk-

ing along with their aged parents. The

sturdy peasants were in great contrast to

the city dwellers, who. In ordinary times,

says the Hochi. would not conceal their

for the country folk. They
now quite different, however, and

filled with sympathy and respect for those

who had come for miles to witness a

great ceremony which appealed to their

common humanity.

What struck most spectators, the Hochi

s, was the attitude of the police to-

the country people. The latter

to dispel the reelings of gloom that were
everywhere apparent. Before they re-

turned to their homes the provincial

people were allowed the privilege of visit-

ing the Shlba,

The Horhi relates the following In-

cident of the festival :—A little child ac-

companied by his grandfather was ob-

served inquiring after his father. The
old man. pointing to the Shrine, replied

that the father was inside, upon which

the little boy exclaimed In astonishment.
" How large father's house has grown !

"

He wanted to go In to the "house."

when the old man said that as the

bouse was so large, father could not

be found,

tears.

JAPAN AND FRANCE.

THE NEUTRALITY QUESTION.

gathering or

It plenty of

had provided for

and this helped

In consequence of the strong protest

made by the Japanese Governmerit and

the friendly advice given by Great Bri-

tain, the French Government requested

the Russian squadron to leave Kamrahn
on the 22nd ultimo, but it la pointed out

that the squadron mill remains in French

waters. On Tuesday, the Japanese Go-

vernment made another representation to

France with reference to the Baltic

squadron, to which the French Govern-

ment replied that the matter would be

thoroughly investigated. In declaring Its

neutrality In the present war. says one

journal. France did not follow the 24

hours rule, but declared that the war-

ship of a belligerent would be supplied

at a French port with coal and provisions

sufficient to carry it to the nearest port.

The eastward voyage of the Baltic

squadron Is not an ordinary voyage. In

calling at neutral ports the Russian

squadron alms to obtain facilities for dis-

covering the situation of the enemy as

well as strategic advantages. It Is evi-

dent that the presence of the Russian

squadron on the coast of Annam must

menace the plan of operations of the
Japanese fleet. The Japanese
ment cannot but regard the

Itself of the Russian squadron In

territorial waters as a violation of the
neutrality of France. On this principle

the Japanese Government made the
protest and the French Government has
virtually acquiesced, but should the
French Government not be faithful to its

assurances and the Russian squadron
be allowed to remain in French territorial

waters. Japan will be compelled to take

THE VLADIVOSTOK SQUADRON.

RAID BY DESTROYERS

OFFICIAL NEWS.

The following dispatches, received

from the Hokkaido Government, have
been published by the Naval Staff at

Tokyo :
—

" News has been received that at about

11.30 a_m. on the 5th Inst, four strange

torpedo boats (destroyers) surrounded a
sailing vessel near Matsuta, and two re-

ports of guns were heard. The sailing

caught Are, and the torpedo hosts

away northwards. In the direc-

tion of the open sea. Assistance was sent

to the sailing vessel, but the seas were
I running high at the time. The vessel In

distress could not be reached and the

boat had to return."

A later dispatch says :
—

"The strange torpedo boats prove to

be Russians. Three of them were a
hundred feet long and the fourth was a
hundred and thirty feet, each having

two funnels. They approached Matsuta

Point from the open sea, and, surround-

ing the sailing vessel, ordered the crew

to leave the ship. Kerosene oil was then

poured on the decks, and two rounds of

shell fired, the vessel then catching Ore.

The Russians detained the Master of the-

vesael but let the men go. and ten of the

crew landed at Kotanllshl."

Tuesday. May $th.

A REUTERS telegram dated London
the 7th instant reads :

—
The Tsar, addressing at Tsarskoe Selo

1.150 cadets who have been promoted to

the rank of officers, mentioned that they

bad teen promoted four months earlier

than u-uaJ owing to the heavy losses

among the officers in Manchuria.

THE VLADIVOSTOK SQUADRON.

The vessel that was sunk by the Rtis

slans off Matsuta Point was the " Yawata-

maru," of 254 tons, owned by Mr. Ukon

of Osaka. She left RlJirl (Hokkaido) on

the 29th ult. for Tsuruga with a crew or

eleven, of whom one. the Master. Omono.

Is now In the hands of the Russians.

The " Yawata " was a new vessel, ant

used for conveying supplies to the fisher-

men In the Hokkaido and returning with
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BALTIC FLEET MOVEMENTS.

ROHJESTVEN8KYS LAST MESSAGE.

NEAR AHOY.

The Russian* appear to be at last

moving out of French waters, and trouble

now seems to be In store for the Chinese
Government, which has been fortified by
recent Notes from England and America
in lis Intention to enforce the neutrality
laws of the empire. The southernmost
territory of China. Hainan Island, offers

good shelter for Admiral Robjestvensky's
fleet, and If hiB ships are not already there
they are evidently on the way. The
French steamer " Hongkong," which ar-

rived at Hongkong on the 5th Inst, from
Haiphong, reports that Robjestvensky's
squadron. In consequence of tbe French
notification to leave Binghkoy Bay, was
About to do so, and was going to various
harbours in Hainan. The French captain
thought that the vessels might now be
at their destination.

Admiral Nebogatoff, with the third

Baltic squadron, cleared the Malacca

Straits and entered tbe China Sea on

FrlJay morning. Ten vessels, of which

six were supposed to be war-ahlps. were

seen from Singapore, but bad weather

was prevailing at the time and accurate

observations could not be made.

A Hongkong dispatch to the Asahi

states that the. Chinese cruiser " Halting "

observed Ave ships, apparently battle-

ships, on Thursday night 18 miles north-

east of Amoy. They were showing no

lights or raising any smoke. On the pre-

vious Jay, the steamer " Tslngtao

"

sighted 14 cruisers and 3 armed cruisers

near a place called Wongfong. There are

no Russians so far north as Amoy.
M. Gaston Dm. correspondent at St.

Petersburg of the Echo tie Paris, says that

Admiral Rohjestvenaky's last telegram be-

fore leaving Nossl Be was singularly la-

conic and eloquent. He wired :—" Will

not telegraph again before the battle. If

1 am beaten you will learn It through

Togo. If I defeat him I will announce to

you." M. Dm adds that the telegram was
accepted to mean that tbe Russians seek

victory or death.

! 8ITUATI0N AT THE FROST.

JAPANESE ADVANCE.

The progress of affairs at the front ji

Indicated by a dispatch from Marsha]

Oyama published by the Imperial Head-

quarters on Sunday. In the dlspatrj.

which Is dated the 6th Instant, the Com-

mander-in-Chief says :
—

" Our column advancing northwards

from Tunhua reached Tlaoyutal. some

two and a half miles north, driving tie

enemy from position after position.

" At 4 o'clock on the morning of tie

4th instant. In tbe neighbourhood of

Changtu-fu, about two troops of Russian

cavalry, accompanied by Chungchnvn,

attacked the villages of Supengtal ami

Ersillpao, but were repulsed. The em-mr

retreated northwards, leaving two rata

killed, two wounded, and four horses.

" Our column, advancing in the direc-

tion of Fengwha froa the

trlct. encountered the enemy at
I

and Taslaotun on the 4th Inst., and >:•

cupied Pafengtun at 7 o'clock Id '.ie

evening."

Taslaotun is thirty miles north-eait of

Fakumen.

Wednesday, May \Q(h.

GLIMPSES OF BALTIC FLEET. There were

from the main aqua.1-

to tbe "Anghln" to

arriving at Hongkong
have seen the Baltic Squadron, or parts
of it.

The steamship " Binth uan." which ar-
rived on the 29th ultimo from Saigon, re-

ported that she went into Kamrahn Bay
on the 23rd to repair her machinery.
There were then no Russian ships In the
vicinity. They bad all left When the
"Blnthuan" came out from the bay. a
Russian torpedo-boat steamed swiftly
alongside and Inquired as to the "Bln-
tbuan's " destination. The " Blnthuan "

was then allowed to proceed, and 10 miles
north-east of Kamrahn Bay she observed
40 Russian warships stationary.

Captain 8chaafer, of tbe steamship
- Anghln." reported that on the evening
of the 25th ultimo, while on tbe voyage

Bangkok to Hongkong, he passed
war-ahlps of the Russian fleet

|

Bay, between Cape I

Padaran and
11 vessel

ron tor patrol

came near

scan her name.

The N.D.L. steamer " Kohslrbang,"

which plies between Hongkong and Bang-
kok, passed the Baltic Fleet both on the

way down and on tbe way up. On the

13th ultimo, about midnight, near

poured their searchlights on her and sent

a torpedo-boat around to Inquire name
and destination. There would be about

40 vessels. About eight nest morning
she met 14 transports and four four-

funnelled cruisers. On the early morning
of the 26th ultimo, when returning from
Bangkok, and when about 12 miles from
Kamrahn Bay. 22 ships were seen, one
of them, a tbree-fwnnelled war-ship,

surrounded by torpedo-boat*. Sb<

either repairing or cleaning up. but the

distance was too great to say definitely

what was going on. The ships did not
appear to be the same fleet a* bad pre

The "Proteus." from Swatow. on :it

29th reported meeting a torpedo-bo*',

going full speed towards Hongkong. Thi*

was about 50 miles north-east of the

Colony. This torpedo-boat was. however,

probably British.

The " Bronscombe," which arrived at

Hongkong on the 30th ultimo, from the

north. Is said to have reported aeelnjr t*°

war ships, with white bands round tieir

funnels, escorting whan appeared to be a

transport. The

PRISONERS OF WAR AT

LARGE.

One or the

at Hlmejl escaped from the depot at

about midnight on Sunday. The name

of the man. who wears a blue jacket, is

given as Floug. His age Is 25.

During the storm on the 30th ultimo,

four prisoners of war at Fukucblyama

and are still at large.

Digitized by Google



May 11th. 1905] DIARY OF THE KUaSOJAPANKSE WAK. 2l»

Thursday, May \ltfi.

AREUTER'S telegram dated

May 8th. reads:—
The Timet in a significant article says

that no more deplorable error could be

committed by France than to

that the complaints of the

be treated lightly. "While everything

will be done." continues the Timet, "to

prevent a rupture of the entente. France

must remember that England would

have no choice but to comply If the facts

alleged by the Japanese are established

and Japan asks us to fulfil the obliga-

tions of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance."

The Japanese Minister at Paris had a

prolonged Interview with M. Delcasse on

Sunday.

The markets are weak in consequence

of the International situation.

It is understood that Lord Lansdowne
has made earnest representations to

France In reference to the necessity of

the strict observance or neutrality.

An official statement made In Paris

says the French Government has not only

sent positive instructions to the authori-

ties in Indo-Chlna to enforce the neu-

trality regulations, but has been unremit-

ting In its efforts to see that these instruc-

tions are carried out.

A message »f the 9th Is as follows :
—

The Japanese Minister at Paris has not

lodged a formal protest with the French

Government, but has pointed out the

facilities accorded the Russians for con-

centration In French waters and re-

victualling in Indo-Chlna.

M. Delcasse assured the Japanese Mini-

ster that France would scrupulously ob-

serve her neutrality.

The papers %dmlt that the situation Is

unsatisfactory, but do not consider it

critical.

In reply to Mr. Joseph Walton, M.P.

for Barnsley. Mr. Balfour said that the

French Ambassador had supplied the fol-

lowing Information with regard to the

mlral Rohjestvensky st Kamrahn became

known, representations were sent to St.

Petersburg, as the result of which the

Tsar himself ordered Instructions to be

telegraphed that Admiral Rohjestvensky

should leave Kamrahn Bay Immediately.

The Russian vessels were subsequently

reported to be at Honkohe Bay. a few

miles north. Admiral Jonquleres was

therefore sent to Honkohe Bay and found

Admiral Rohjestvensky's fleet there,

though not within French territorial

limits. Thereupon the Governor of Indo-

Chlna. who had received Instructions to

see that French neutrality was respected,

sent the Resident at Nhatrang to ask

Admiral Rohjestvensky to leave. The Ad-

miral promised to leave on May 3rd.

" As regards assistance to the Russian

war-ships alleged to have been given by

the French authorities at Kamrahn Bay."

said Mr. Balfour. " I am informed that

only two Frenchmen reside there, neither

of whom are officials, but an

Government."

THE RUSSIANS IN THE JAPAN
SEA.

TUX SINK1M0 OK TUB " TAWATA-M ABl'.

The purser and nine of the

by the

arrived at Aomorl on Monday. According

to their statements, the vessel left Shimo-

| nosekl on April 8th for Onlwakl In the

Hokkaido. There she loaded ballast act
ISO bags of salt, and left for Tsuruga on

April 29th. At about 11.30 on the morn-
ing of the 5th Instant, when 7 miles off

sen to the south-

of Takejlrl. Presently four torpedo-

flags bore down on the
" Yawata-maru." and on approaching close

they raised the Russian flag anJ sur-

rounded the sailing vessel, which dropped

her sails and hoisted the Japanese flag.

Four boats with two or three officers and
six or seven men, one from each torpeJo-

boat. came alongside the " Yawata-maru."
Every Russian was armed with a revolver,

and some of them boarded the Japanese

vessel and ordered the crew to leave the

ship. The crew accordingly packed up
their belongings, lowered a boat, and
were about to leave, but before they could

do so the Russian sailors robbed them or
all their personal property, money In-

cluded. The Russians also carried away
the clocks, compass, charts, and logbook

of the ship. They then took the crew into

their boats and conveyed the men to

one of the torpedo-boats, but only the

master of the sailing vessel was detained

as a prisoner, the others being allowed to

row for land In their own boat. While
the Russians were on board the sailing

vessel they poured kerosene oil on the

decks, and on their return to the torpedo-

boats fired two shells. One of them struck

In the master's cabin, and caused an out-

break of lire, but the other missed aim.

The torpedo-boats stesmed away north-

wards at about 1 o'clock in the afternoon.

The abandoned crew headed for Sblraito-

by a flshlng-boat

by U
left Aomorl for

by rail.

they were taken to Ao-

They

Friday, May Y2th.

A LONDON telegram to the Chronicle

dated the 9th reads :
—

A semiofficial Note published In Paris

yesterday says that France is not at fault

regarding her neutrality. Her agents

have been given precise Instructions for

the sppllcatlon of neutrality rules In all

cases, and the Government has been un-

ceasing In making direct efforts to secure

their execution.

The French Press emphasizes the dif-

ference between the French and English

rules regsrding neutrality. The Malta

says It Is authorised to afflrn

Government positively rejects the

tlon that France has committed an

tion of neutrality.

In a leading article the Timet says that

the statements made on behalf of France

are satisfactory so fsr as they go. but

they avoid answering specific allegations.

The real Issue Is. Has or has not Admiral

Rohjestvensky used Jlbutil. Madagascar.

Kamrahn. and Honkohe as bases for ope-

rations of war ? All attempts, continues

the Timet, to bring Admiral Rohjest-

vensky's conduct within the rules of neu-

trality, even as these are construed by

France, most fan. Nevertheless, the

Timet is confident that Japan will make
the fullest allowance for the difficulties

under which France labours.

The Paris correspondent of the Times

endeavours to bring Germany Into the dii-

unduly poshed Its Indulgence of Russia's

Infringement of France's neutrality, this

Is doubtless owing to her knowledge of

how little Is required to Induce Germany
to take advantage of France's dilemma.

He is. however, convinced that Rohjest-

vensky can expect nothing more fron

A Reuter's telegram of the 10th Is as
follows :—
A dispatch from Natrang. dated the Mh

Instant, states that Admiral Rohjestven-

sky. who has been cruising off the Bay of
Banfong for several days, left

(9th) with the whole of his

RECAPTURE OF ESCAPED
PRI80NERS.

The fonr Russians who escaped from
the Fukuchlyama prisoners' depot a few
days ago were captured on Wednesday
morning In the hills near Toyo-oka.
They have been at

days.
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THE VLADIVOSTOK SQUADRON another vessel, which they took into Vla-

divostok aa a prize. A telegram has been

received at the Foreign Office, Tokyo, to

The recont destruction of a sailing ves- the following effect :
—

sel by the Russians has been duly re- " According to a report made to the

ported at Vladivostok, and it appears that Tsar on the 7th Instant by General

In addition the torpedo-boat* captured Llnevitch, on the 5lh instant

Saturday, May VMh.

torpedo-boats burnt i

veaael off Shlrlbeshl, Hokkaido, and cat-

tured another sailing vessel 15 miles off

the shores of Japan. The latter was s*-

as a prize to Vladivostok, the crew |jj

being retained on board the torpedo

REl'TER'S telegram dated the 11th

The Foreign Office at St. Petersburg

granted an Interview to Reuters corre-

spondent, In the course of the Interview

It WU said that any change in the neutra-

lity regulations of France, in response to

pressure from Great Britain and Japan,

would be regarded by Russians generally

an unfriendly act.

SITUATION AT THE FKONT.

RUSSIAN LOSSKS IN THE WAR.

The St. Petersburg correspondent of the

Echo <lc Paris reports that a statistician

in St. Petersburg has drawn up a list of

the Russian losses from the official re-

cords of the past fourteen months' cam-

paign. In this list the Russian losses

In killed, wounded, and prisoners are

computed at 435,000. The amount of

treasure expended is estimated at

•£268,000,000.

The Interesting point is to know the

number actually killed, but this perhaps

we never shall know.

RUSSIAN ATTACK

dispatch from Marshal

published by the War
The following

Oyama has been

Office :
—

" At about 10 o'clock on Tuesday morn

Ing, a force of the enemy consisting o[

two regiments of Infantry, five troops of

cavalry, and a battery of artillery, ad-

vanced to the neighbourhood of Ying-

echeng from the direction of Nansiia-

myoUe, about fifteen mile* north of Yinn

ecbeng. The enemy gradually pressed on

to our position In the afternoon under

cover or heavy artillery fire until he was

100 metres from our front. Thereupon

our force in the occupation or Ying-edMBi

mado a counter-attack and inflicted heavy

damage, repulsing the enemy at about 4

o'clock.

" The enemy lett about sixty killed and

IfiO wounded on the field. A large num-

ber of the dead were seen to be attired In

Chinese dress. They were carried awiy

on stretchers. The total losses of the Ku<-

slans may not be less than too In killed

and wounded.

"Our casualties are 1 man killed an]

Imt r.o wounded. No chant" has taken

place In the situation in other directions."

PRIZE DOUBT CONFISCATIONS

A decision has been rendered If the

Yokosuka Prize Court In the case of tn»

Gtrman steamer "Sevcrus" (2.133 totw>,

which was seized in the Soya Straits on

February 23rd last by the armed cruiser

" Hongkong." She Is ordered to be con-

fiscated, no petitioner having appeared

within the lime given in which person'

may appeal.. The steamer has heen

handed over to the naval service.

Another steamer, named the " Palo*."

was by the same Court ordered to be

confiscated on the loth instant

Sunday, May 14th.

\ CCORDING to the latest returns, the

total number of men called out for

military service In Hyogo prefecture la

37.518, the families affected numbering

33.130. The amount of money expended

in the prefecture since the commence-

ment of the war up to the end of March

last for the relief of destitute families

was Y83.338, and 132 koku of rice and

8 koku of wheat or barley was dis-

tributed. The public subscriptions in aid

of the relief fund in the same period

amounted to ¥145,177, in addition to 233

koku of rice and 11.6 koku of wheat or

barley.

Shortly after the battle of Mukden. Mar-

shal Oyama granted Reuter's special

correspondent the first interview he has

accorded for publication since his arrival I

In the field. Speaking of the

the Japanese Commander-in-Chief is re-

ported as saying :

—

Personally, I have a high regard for

(he Russians as soldiers. The officers

and men are brave and able. They have
fought well. In the war between China
and Japan I was the commander of the
army which captured Port Arthur. With
a division and a half we took (he city in

five hours. The result this time shows
the wonderful difference there Is between
(he Russians and the Chinese, with whom
we gained otir previous experience ; but

our army, both soldiers and officers, has
performed IU duty as Japan knew It

would. I was Minister of War for 1C

years, during which lime the conscrip-

tion laws were passed, and I have closely

watched the making of the Japanese
army. I am proud to say that officers

and men alike have fulfilled every ex-

pectation. In olden days the Japanese
army was composed of samurai, profes-

sional fighting men. Our modern army
I

Is composed of all classes of society

All our hopes have been fully realised 1*

the work of the army in the present war.

Marshal Oyama is said to have been is

excellent health.

MARTIAL LAW IN FORMOSA

The following Imperial Ordinance. No

160. was Issued yesterJay. proclaiming

martial law in Formosa :
—

"The whole of the Island of Forrotxa

(the Pescadores group excepted) and in*

sea along the coast of the Island in de-

clared within the zone of campaign, and

the Law of Siege will be pat In force

there from the date of the issue of IM
present Ordinance.

" The Governor-General of Formosa i»

appointed the Commander of the zone *
selge. In the absence of the Governor-

General, the Commander of the garriw8

of Formosa will take command."
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THE BATTLE OF MUKDEN. I obtain a general idea of the features of
that great battle.)

A SKETCH OF THE OPERATIONS. I

AflW th6 °f 8taho l° °Ct°ber -

[One of the distinguishing features of
the present war Is the length of time over
which operations connected with any
particular battle have extended. This
has made It extremely difficult to follow
movements reported piecemeal, and it is

not until some time after a battle that
the object and meaning of a widely ex-
tended group of operations become dis-

cernible. We have therefore prepared
the following account of the battle of
Mukden, obtained by comparing ihe ac-
counts of correspondents with the official

news published, in order that readers may

when the Russians were driven back with

such loss, the succeeding days of inactiv-

ity showed that the Japanese were either

unable or unwilling to press (heir advan-

tage, and as the weeks rolled by It came

to be understood that both great armies,

daily receiving reinforcements, haj set-

tled down for the winter on either side

of the river which had given the name to

their last conflict. For over four months

the legions remained burrowed in the

earth. At some points the " dugouts" of

both Japanese and Russian were within

a few hundred yards of each other. So

close were the rival forces that the mu»lc

of the Russian troops as they sang their

evening hymn floated over the Icy river

to the quarters of the Japanese during the

long dark days of the Manchurian winter.

Frequently the belligerents met in

friendly communication, and there were

many little Incidents which relieved the

monotony of their winter existence. The
months of October. November, and Decem-

ber passed, but In January more activity

was observable along the lines. Each

army was strongly entrenched as if ex-

pecting attack from the other, but neither

moved. Towards the middle of January

Situation on the Field vvos March .1th.

outpost engagements became a matter of

dally occurrence at one or other point of

the long line. Early In the month two

enterprising Russian subalterns raided

the Japanese railway ten miles north of

Halrheng. They did not do much damage,

but the success of this raid probably en-

couraged General Kuropatkln to authorise

a more ambitious venture, On January

Sth General Mistchenko's division of Cos-

sacks and other cavalry, in three brigades,

crossed the Hunho and marched south

Their front extended over live miles, and

they numbered over six thousand men
with six batteries of light artillery. On
January 10th Mistchenko was met by a

band of 500 Chungcbuses, who. while of-

fering a brave resistance, lighted bonfires

to give the Japanese warning. Later the

Cossack General^ left and centre

brigade; met with an energetic resistance

from 300 Japanese infantry Btatloned at

a village for the protection of the railway,

but on the 11th the right brigade de-

stroyed some five hundred yards of the

railway north of Haicheng. On Januar)

12th the centre brigade attacked OIJ New-
chwang. while Mistchenko himself swept

on to his main objective, where there was

known to be a large commissariat store

and a weak garrison. By this time, how-

ever, two days had elapsed since the

first warning had been received. Japan-

ese troops were hurried to the threatened

point, and Mistchenko was compelled to

make a hasty retreat, and to travel over

neutral territory In order to avoid a force

sent south by General Oku to Intercept

him. It Is difficult to say it this movement
was merely an isolated raid or part of a

general scheme bad It been attended by

complete success. Nearly a fortnight

elapsed, however, before any other ag-

gressive move was made by the Russians.

The failure of the raid did Incalculable

Injury to the spirit of the men. but on

January 2<tb General Gripenberg with

a strong force advanced on the village of

Sandepu. Ave miles north of Helkntal.

and a numerically inferior garrison of

Japanese were thrown back. On the

25th General Gripenberg followed up
what he believed to be an advantage wtt.i

the whole strength of the Russian secaml

army, estimated at 85.000 men an I SW
guns. The Japanese bad made a splen ltd

though unsuccessful defence at Sandepu,

but were well prepared for the I Ofl I

attack. Desperate fighting was Waged
i throughout the 2Gth. 27th. 2sth. an 1 J'.«ih

January, and by that time the Japmese.
supported by prompt reinfo-. •. tin

which made them more than the ec.ual of

the Russians, completely overthrew iha

latter, who suffered great losses U>'h in

killed and prisoners. To the Ru&sli ii tlio

most serious result of this abortive eTurt

was that General Gripenberg. after a
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signed his command and returned com- at Berenaeff Hill. A hot tight occupied I his right waa assuming an eatlreij

plaining to St. Petersburg. He would 1 the whole day, until, with darkness, the different character from what he had n
have achieved a great victory, he aald.

; exhausted troops lay down under arms, pected. Here the most terrific artillery

bad General Kuropatkin sent the rein- The battle was resumed on the 24th. when fighting of the whole campaign wa* tatm

forcements he asked for. Rennenkampf, commanding his Cossacks
j
In progress. For three days General BMder-

Tbese were the events that preceded ' and detachments of Infantry some 15.000 ;
lng's position was bombarded by the

the battle of Mukden, inauspicious for the

disheartened Russians, full of promise for

the Japanese. The latter had Indeed

every reason to be confident of future

success. Since the fall of Port Arthur

General Nogl and his veterans, who for

months past had been hurling themselves

against concrete and iron and high hills,

were marching north to the child's play

of battle on the plain. General Kawa-

mura. with a new Army Corps, formed

the extreme east of the Japanese front.

A great plan of battle had been carefully

drawn up, and patiently the Japanese

waited for the command to advance.

Only approximate figures of the strength

of either army can be given. It Is

generally agreed that the troops under

the command of Field-Marshal Oyama

numbered about 450,000 men. and those

under the command of General Kuropat-

kin about 400.000. (It Is possible that

the Japanese forces were a hundred thou-

sand stronger than those of their enemy.

At any rate In a recent address In Tokyo.

General Nagaoka gave the strength of

both armies at 850.000 men.) The

Japanese divisions, extended In a semi-

circle with a front of some hundred and

fifty miles, numbered five, and were dis-

posed and commanded as follows :
—

Centre, General Nodzu ; Right, General

Kurokl : Extreme Right. General Kawa

mura ; Left, General Oku ; Extreme Left.

Oeneral Nogi. Inside this semi-circle,

with a front much less extended, the Rus-

sian divisions were disposed as follows:—
Centre. General Blldering ; Right. General

Kaulbars and General Mistchenko, with

a Cossack division ; Left, General Une-

vltch and General Rennenkampf, with a

Cossack division. Marshal Oyama con-

trolled the movements of his divisions

from Llaoyang with the aid of his maps

and the telegraph, but his Generals held

more independent commands than those

of General Kuropatkin, who exercised

much greater control over each separate

division from the village of Kucblatze.

sear Wuchun, and one and a half hours'

ride from Mukden. But both Commanders

moved nearer the front when the armies

closed with each other In general battle.

From February 15th to the 22nd the

strong, having withdrawn to his en-

trenched position at Tslmochens held this

for eight hours and sustained the

at close quarters. In

this engagement of the 24th the bellige-

rents made terrible use of hand grenades.

At last the Russians were compelled to

evacuate the position, and then com-

big brought up from Port Artiur

charged with Shlrawe

on the chief

fortified positions of the Russian centre,

named by the Russians Putllott and
Novgorod Hills. From the distance these

hills resembled fiery volcanoes shrouded

in smoke. The Russians replied with

menced the retreat across Tallng or Ta
j

what vigour they could, but their artillery

Pass, where another stand was maJe, and

on to Chluplngtal, where the main body

of the Russian Left, under Linevitch, was
concentrated. At this time it

that General Kai

through the mountains to the east and

tbreatening the whole of the Russian left.

General Linevitch also received reports

that his east flank was endangered by a

was manifestly at a disadvantage, and st

all points lighter than that used by the

Japanese. Simultaneously with the deter-

mlned artillery attack on the centre. Owe-
ral Kaulbars on the right was beginning

to feel the real strength of General Oku.

Since the 1st March the Russian riglr.

had tieen engaged In artillery duels, tad

apparently to the satisfaction of General

large force advancing In the direction of Kaulbars, until General Oku commenced

Hinklng. It was at this early stage of

the battle that General Kuropatkin. who
believed that the Japanese were pursuing

the same tactics as at the battle of Llao-

yang, decided ts greatly strengthen

General Linevitch's wing on the (lank

which protected the line between Hinklng

and Wuchun.

Meanwhile the Japanese force which

vanced and captured Ta Pass, after a

strong resistance, on the last day of Feb-

ruary. The whole of the Japanese right

and extreme right wings had now com-

menced a forward movement. The fight-

ing was begun at the centre and on the

west wings, and on March 1st the battle

was general along the whole front to

Changtan, seventy miles to the west ol

Tslmocheng. General Nodzu, with bis

centre Army Corps, remained on the de

fenslve. did not endeavour to overwhelm

General Blldering or make an/ display of

force, and in this way strengthened Kuro

patkln's belief that Oyama had rein-

forced Kuroki's and Kawamura's armies

with the object of turning the Russian

left. In order to strengthen General

Linevitch, therefore. Kuropatkin sent

him reinforcements from Mukden, In-

cluding the reserves, a move which the

Japanese had apparently been expecting.

It would have been difficult for Kuropat-

kin to have weakened bia centre and right

wing, both Blldering and Kaulbars being

closely Invested, but these Generals Jo
greatest activity was observed behind the not »ppe»r w have suspected that the real

Russian ranks on the Russian left or

«ast wing. They anticipated attack from

that direction and were not disappointed.

Battle was opened on the 23rd February,

when detachments of the Corps under

Kurokl and Kawamura closed with the

force under General Rennenkampf at

Tslmocheng, on the south slopes of the

Tallng range. This was the extreme

southern outpost of the Russian left. The
Japanese had first (o cross the river

Taltze, an operation made dangerous by

an early thaw, making the ice unsafe, and

which was executed in the face of a blind-

strength of the Japanese movement was

as yet undeveloped. Before the enveloping

movement had begun, however, the whole

attention of Kuropatkin was concentrated

on his eastern flank, which was soon

menaced by the appearance at Hinklng of

the advance of an army of Japanese from
the east. This was General Kawamura's
main body, and his advent In such a posi-

tion seems to have been totally unex-

pected. This advance had to be checked

at all costs, and General Llnevltch'e wing
was therefore drawn out to the north.

of a

For several days, the
This crossing the Rus- in-Chief reported a succession of despe-

id they took every ad rats attacks on his left, while In the

the attack on his centre and on

his forward movement. This began with

the attack on and capture of Chanpaa,
ten miles west of the railway, on March
2nd. Some of the guns brought from Port

Arthur played havoc with the retreat-

Ing Russians, who, as they withdrew, find

each village. At this time, on March In],

news was received that a Japanese fores

of 400 men had made a raid on Sinmla-

tlog. the frontier town over the neutral

line thirty miles west of Mukden. Whether
this alarming intelligence reached the

Russians in time for them to check what
was the beginning of a great Japaaese

flanking movement la not known, bat it

was quickly followed by the report that

General Nogl with from 20,000 to 40,000

men was marching in that direction. The

significance of this movement, even If he

bad heard of it. does not appear to have

dawned on Kuropatkin. who as late as the

5th March, when General Nogl was

actually marching to the north-west of

the city, reported to St. Petersburg tost

all waa quiet at Mukden.
Success had attended Oku's advance sad

the Russians were being driven back, or

rather they were falling back, according

to their fatal tactics, on to their mala

body and entrenchments ; Oenerst Bllder-

ing waa atill holding his position; and

Oeneral Linevitch at hi« last line of de-

fence was holding out against Gcnerai

Kurokl. Kawamura had now been dis-

patched north from Hinklng wltn a

column which mysteriously disappeared

In accordance with the Japanese plans.

General Oku. with his whole force,

worked with the object of throwing the

Russians back towards their centre. Vil-

lage after village was taken after stub-

born fighting and heavy losses on both

sides. About the 5th March General

Kaulbars became aware of Nogl's flank-

ing movement, and dispatched two divi-

sions towards Simulating to bead it off.

but they were too late. The Japanese

were already far to the north-west, and

the divisions were recalled to help in the

their true position

Kuropatkin saw that a great enveloping

movement was In progress. While his

centre waa atill holding Its position on the
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Mukden after the Japanese Occupation. \
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A Street decorated in honour of the Japanese Victory,

A Quantity of Stores in tbe Compound of Mukden Station, set on fire by tbe Banian* before their Retreat.
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Sbaho. his retreat «u already threatened

by the extremes of the Japanese wines,

either of which was further north than

Wuchun, and closing In. From this

moment, on the 5th March, the retreat

began, Kuropatkln betraying by his dis-

patches his surprise at the position of the

Japanese left wing, which he described

as surrounding his right flank and
threatening the railway north of Mukden.
On the 6th March the rumble of the

carts bearing the wounded through the

streets of Mukden was completely

drowned by the roar of General Nogl's

artillery to the west and north-west of

the city. Fifteen miles further south

General Kaulbars was engaged In a des-

perate retreating engagement ; General

Bildering was being compelled to abandon

his heavy guns and evacuate his elaborate

fortifications In his retreat from the

Shaho : and General Rennenkampf fought

a brilliant but losing battle extending

over three days In order to cover the

retreat of the Russian left. Kuropatkln
dispatched hastily assembled forces to

interpose between the Japanese and the

railway. He was no sooner conscious of

the perilous position of his vast army
than all thoughts of victory were

subordinated to the dire necessslty of

accomplishing the retreat before the

enemy could place himself In the way.

On March 7th both the Russian right and
centre were In full retreat, burning huge
quantities of stores on their way. and on
the 8th General Kuropatkln himself made
his way northwards, out-manoeuvred and
completely defeated.

The real battle was oTer, and It was
now a question of pursuit and retreat.

Five miles north of Mukden an unceasing
fight was In progress upon which the

escape of the Russian army, or its rem-
nant, depended. Several days elapsed be-

fore the doubt was settled by the arrival

at Tlellng of what remained of the Mus-
covite force, for the most part the rem-
nants of the best troops of European

The Russians avoided Mukden in their

retreat, and the Japanese did not enter

until the 10th March. Throughout the

battle the Manchu capital had been the

scene of heroic efforts on the part of Rus-
sian non-combatants to dispose of the

thousands of wounded who constantly

passed through the city to be sent north.

A supreme effort was required from these

people in lessening the disaster to the

Russian arms, and their loyal and heroic

-service cannot be over-estimated. The

1 last train to leave Mukden, before the

railway fell into the hands of the Japan-

ese, was filled with railway employes and

others.

" The skill, exertions, and devotion of

this little band of civilians rendered ser-

vice, the Importance of which cannot be

over-estimated for the future of the Rus-

sian army. It saved thousands of wounded
soldiers, an Immense amount of ammuni-
tion and millions of dollars worth of pro-

perty and cash. It must be remembered
that five miles north of Mukden an un-

ceasing fight was In progress. Trains had

been bombarded with Shlmose shells, and
the railroad was twice damaged. The
trains travelled unllghted and without

whistling, under eight miles headway.
" All about fires blamed In a gigantic

ring burning straw, coal, wood, corn and

biscuits. Occasionally boxes of cartridges

exploded with a disagreeable dry rattle.

' or rockets rose and burst into clusters of

stars. The flames had plenty of material,

as there were over 3,600 cartloads of corn

and biscuit and over 323.000 cubic feet

of coal, straw and millet. This was the

only reserve commissariat and other stores

that were destroyed. The wounded
I

crowded the station, filled every vacant •

place In the cars, and the brake-beams,

buffers and roofs were occupied, while

othera were hanging to the steps."

This little picture of ruin and disorder

may fittingly conclude an account of the

battle of Mukden, the greatest of many
reverses to the Russian arms in the Man-
churlan campaign.

CASUALTIES IN THE BATTLE.
It Is difficult to even approximately es-

timate the losses suffered by both armies
during the battle, as these are rarely re-

ported In definite figures. With regard

to the Russian loss, Kuropatkln himself

reported baring 60,000 wounded on
his hands and Oyama reported 90,000

Russians killed and wounded, besides

prisoners, of which It Is now be-

lieved there are about 40.000, of whom
most are In Japan. It seems a moderate

estimate to place the Russian losses. In-

cluding killed, wounded, lost and prisoners,

at 200,000 men. Of the Japanese losses

our Information Is almost as vague. Mar-
shal Oyama has made no final report

which has been made public. Up to the

21st March, It was stated the Japanese
losses were 1.212 officers klllej and
wounded. The total casualties were
given as 50.000.

THE PRISONERS OF WAR IN
JAPAN.

Of the Russian prisoners brought to

Japan since the commencement of the war,

non-combatants and those who were con-

sidered unfit for further active service by

reason of age have been released and re-

turned to Russia. The total number of

prisoners detained In Japan at the end of

last month was 60.291. Including 10

officers holding the rank of General or

Admiral : 70 field officers and naval

officers of corresponding rank ; 88* com-

pany officers and naval officers of corre-

sponding rank j 8.558 non-commlssionel

officers : and 50.769 of the rank and file.

Of the above number. 28,175 are detained

at Hamadera. Osaka, and of these

21.297 are soldiers and 6,878 naval men.

Including 51 non-combatant officers (pay-

masters, &c.) By a return taken on the

11th Instant 700 were In hospital, 436

being treated for wounds, 10 for injuries.

3 for typhoid. 2 for brain trouble, and

249 for ordinary sickness. The deaths

among the prisoners In Osaka from th«»

first number 40.

THE FLOATING MINE DANCER.

DISASTER TO BRITISH STEAMER
OUTSIDE PORT ARTHUR.

A message from Port Arthur dated the

13th reads :
—

The British steamer " Sobralence

"

(Captain J. Marlin). a vessel of 1.982

registered tonnage now in charter to the
Nippon Yusen Kalsha. struck a floating
mine off Port Arthur about half-past ten
yesterday morning. The veaael, which
was on her return to Japan from New-
chwang with a cargo of bean-cake. Im-
mediately foundered.

Fortunately most of the passengers
and crew were rescued by boats
sent to the assistance of the un-
fortunate vessel by the Port Arthur Port
Admiralty. The exact number on board
Is not certain, but three dead bodies have
been recovered while ten are reported
missing.
With these exceptions all on board are

believed to have been rescued, Inrludlng
the Captain and four or five English
officers.

Lately three Japanese steamers struck
floating mines along the coast of North
China, but the vessels all escaped with
little damage. Steamship owners In

Osaka have agreed to offer a reward of
¥20 to the first person who detects and
reports these new perils of the sea.
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Tuesday, May \&h.

AREl'TER'S telegram dated the 13th

Instant reads :
—

It is declared at the Foreign Office In

St. Petersburg that no far as regards the

of neutrality the (situation Is

France not having takeu any

official step since l he transmission to St.

Petersburg of the former Japanese pro-

teat.

The belief continues, despite the ab-

sence of any formal declaration, thai

France will not modify her neutrality re-

gulations. If this were done It would un-

doubtedly be regarded (by Russia) not

only as an unfriendly but as a hostile act.

On all hands lln France) the right of

the Russian ships to obtain coal and pro-

visions U firmly Insisted upon.

M. Delcasse. the French Foreign Mini-

ster, yesterday received M. Motono. the

Japanese Minister, in an interview of

half-an-hour's duration.

•
• «

A message of the 14th is as follows :
—

A steamer arrived at Saigon reports

having parsed the Russian Fleet anchored

in Yulin Bay. Hainan Island, on May 12th.

THE MINE DISASTER NEAR
PORT ARTHUR.

Hl'BYIYOBK Ol THE

We learn from the Nippon Yusen Kal-

ha that, of the 16 Japanese members of

Wednesday, May llt/t.

THE DANGER FROM FLOATING
MINES.

rrmriiKR news or the disaster to os.k.

rasa.

With regard to the serious accident

which befell the " Chuyetsu-maru " on

the 4th Instant off Port Arthur, when the

vessel struck a floating mine, the Atahi

publishes a letter from Chefoo. where

the purser arrived on the 5th Inst, to

report the accident to the Japanese Gu-

sii I. The letter says the steamer was on

her way from UJina to Newchwang with

a cargo of rice. sake, and medical stores.

She repeatedly encountered dense fogs,

which greatly Interfered with her pro-

stress. After four days ane found herself

near the Mlaotao group off Port Arthur,

and at about 8.30 on the morning of the

Thursday, May 18//,.

ACCORDING to news reaching Tokyo, the

Russian cavalry recently reported In

North Korea have been reinforced by in-

fantry' and artillery, and a bridge has

been thrown over the Tumen River in the

upper reaches. A body of Russians is

quartered near Kyongsyong, about

seventy miles south of the Tumen. The
total strength of the troops south of the

river is estimated at about 3,000 of all

arms. The cavalry among them are be-

lieved to le Cossacks belonging to the

East Slherlan Army Corps.

There has been a good deal of mystery

about the movements of the Yalu Army

4th Instant the stern of the vessel came

In contact with a floating mine, resulting

in serious damage. The steamer was
then headed towards land at full speed

and beached. She carried no passengers.

The vessel made water, and the cargo

has been damaged. The " Ceylon-maru "

was sent to her assistance from Talren

on the morning of the 11th Instant.

FOREIGN STEAMERS AT
YOKOSUKA.

Six foreign steamers remain at Yoko-

suka awaiting the decision of the Yoko-

suka Prlr.e Court. They are the British

steamers "Scotsman." the " Harberton,"

and the " Apollo." (he German steamer
" RomulUB." the American steamer
" Tacoma." and the Norwegian steamer
" Henry Bolckow."

the crew of the " Sobralence " which mu
sunk by a mine off Port Arthur. Mr

Kubota. the purser, and 10 others were

rescued, and S are missing. Of 25 Japan-

drowned, and 6 are missing, and of three

Chinese passengers, one was rescued, i

second drowned, and the third Is missing.

As we have already reported, the six

European officers, including the Captain,

were rescued. The Chinese members of

the crew numbered 39, and of these seven

were drowned, the remainder being saved

It thus appears that at the time of the

disaster three are known to have been

drowned and nineteen are missing.

THE BALTIC FLEET.

ALLEGED TO BE AGAIN IN FRENCH

WATEHK.

News has been received by the Govern-

ment from a source said to be autborlu-

live, stating that Admiral Rohjestvenskj s

squadron has returned again to Honkohe

Bay and Is cow lying there.

Despite the repeated assurances given

by the French Government In regard to

Its neutrality, says a Tokyo dispatch, the

Russian squadron still remains In Frwi

waters, and In consequence the Japsafw

Government has sent another rep.*e*eni»-

tion to Paris.

under General Kawamura subsequent to

the battle of Mukden, but some explana-

tory information is given by a corre-

spondent of the Uainirhi who Is ac-

credited to Kawamura'* Corps. This

correspondent says the Corps was divided

into two columns after the occupation of

Wuchun. One division was to make
Kuanpan, near Wurhun, Its base of opera-

tions and advance In a north-east war J

direction towards Hailungcheng. and the

other to make a base at Yungllng. near

Hlnking, and advance due north, attack

ing Yingecheng, an Important position

on the way to Hailungcheng. On April

14th a detachment of the Hlnking column,

which was under General Sakal. marched

on Yingecheng. thirty-five miles north. en-

countering small bodies of Russian* o«

the way, and occupying Yingecheng aft"

an engagement, A detachment under tte

Wuchun column (General Sameshlm*>.

advancing along the Hailungcheng road,

met with strong opposition at Tsangshln.

and was not In time to Join In the P rc-

concerted attack on Yingecheng, but suc-

ceeded In inflicting heavy loss on i!>«

Russians at Pachatie. A junction «»

afterwards effected by both detachment*

who made their headquarters near Tinge-

cheng, and threw out scouting parties to

all directions, clearing the district of

the enemy. The correspondent sail !•

was thought the Third Army DIM*1 ™
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the Russians remalneJ at Hallungcheng.

which had been strongly forttfled in ex-

pectancy of a Japanese attack. The
strength of the force at Hallungcheng Is

estimated, the correspondent writes, at

not lesB than 20,000 men and thirty guns,

and it Is probable that the Japanese ad-

vance on Klrln will meet the first check

here. Their first lines are fifteen miles

north of Ylngecheng. On the afternoon

of April 20th the Russian outpost at

Snanchengtze attacked the Japanese out-

post north of Ylngecheng, and drove It

back on the main body, but at the sight

of reinforcements the Russians retreated.

They made a stand, however, at a village,

and were attacked on the 22nd by a de-

tachment under General Oku. The corre-

spondent says the neighbourhood of

Ylngecheng is hilly, and unfit for the

quartering of any large force, which

makes It necessary for the Japanese to

continue the advance at the earliest date,

and occupy Hallungcheng.

Mr. Richard H. Little, the correspon-

dent of the Chicago IHiity Noes, tele-

graphed an account of the battle of Muk-

den to his paper on March 7th, and con-

cludes with the following rather dramatic

description of a scene In Mukden In which

the retiring Russian Governor was the

central figure :
—

" My friends." said the Governor, lean-

ing a little forward in his saddle so that

the UghtB might shine more fully upou

him. " It Is the will of God that we leave

Mukden ; but believe me. my count rymea

will come again, and the next time they

come, they will come to stay. It may b«

next month, next year, or next century,

but the result will always be the same."

And bowing right and left to the silken-

clad officials, resplendent In their robes

ot many colours, embroidered with five-

clawed dragons In gold, and surrounded

by their medieval soldiery, the Governor

turned his horse's head to the North and

trotted through the gate ; but ho did not

fall to return the salute of a Chinese In-

fantryman who came sharply to i " pre-

sent " as we passed the gate.

Mr. Little waB one of the correspondents

who later fell Into the hands of the Japan-

ese and were brought to Japan. It Is not

generally known, we believe, that both

Mr. Little and Mr. McCullagh, the corre-

spondent of the A'cic York Herald, and a

Journalist who was for several years lite-

rary editor of the Japan Time*, received

notice from the Japanese authorities

through their respective Ministers on ar-

rival in Japan that they must leave by the

next steamer. The other correspondents

taken at Mukden. Including a French

citizen and a German subject, do not ap-

pear to have received any such

tlon.

A Reuters dispatch dated London, the

16th Instant, reads :
—

In the French Chamber of Deputies

several Interpellations have been made
relative to the question of neutrality and

the movements of the Baltic Fleet.

M. Rouvler. the Premier, replying to

repeated that the

ment had ordered Its officials In the Far

East to maintain the strictest neutrality.

The Premier asked that the debate be

postponed, but the interpellators declared

that it was clear the Government's orders

had remained nnheeded by the authorities

In Indo-Chlna. and Insisted upon an imme-

diate discussion. The Chamber, however,

by 445 votes to 86. agreed to an adjourn-

ment.

According to a dispatch from Saigon,

the Russians again left Honkohe Bay yes-

terday morning, steaming northwards,

and no war-ships have since been seen.

It is claimed In St. Petersburg that the

Baltic Fleet has a perfect right to re-

visit Honkohe Bay under th

gulatlons of neutrality.

THE " ALLANTON 'S " CREW
IN LONDON.

EXPERIENCES AT VLADIVOSTOK

GERMANY AND CHINESE
NEUTRALITY.

Diplomatic correspondence, which haj

recently been published officially, dis-

closes the fact that It was the Emperor
William who took the initiative in certain

efforts made by President Roosevelt a

year ago to secure an arrangement b> i

which the neutral Powers would bring
J

concerted pressure to bear upon Russia

and Japan to induce them to respect

China s neutrality. The Emperor William

desired the fact that be took the initiative

to be kept secret, as he thought that any

such action would be more likely to meet

with success if It came from Wasbingtoa

than from Berlin, In view of the similar

action takeu by Mr. Hay during I'm-

Boxer troubles in 19(H). Baron Speck von

Sternberg told the President, and there-

upon Mr. Hay came back from the south.

were held, and finally dls-
|

sent to the European

Powers. Germany, England, and France

accepted readily. Upon receiving Ger-

many's adhesion Mr. Hay, on Feb. 15.

instructed Mr. Tower, the American Am-
bassador in Berlin, to convey to the Em-

peror William the President's profound

appreciation of his generous Initiative,

and of his powerful co-operation in tin

matter of Chinese neutrality. Mr. Tower,

on Feb. 17. replied that the Emperor waj

exceedingly gratified and expressed the

most friendly sentiments towards the

President.

The correspondence discloses the fact

that [.ml ] Lansdowne, before Indicating

Great Britain's acceptance, desired to

know whether the phrase " neutrality of

China" Included Manchuria. He was In-

formed that the United States desired the

smallest area of hostilities and the

largest possible area of neutrality

patible with military necessities.

CONFISCATION OF A DUTCH
STEAMER.

On the Ifith Instant the Saseho Prize

Court ordered the Dutch steamer - Wll-

helmlna." which was recently captured,

to be confiscated together with her cargo,

consisting at 6.897 tons of coal. The peti-

tion of Mr. Daniel Milberg. a German

subject, for the release of the cargo was

The " Allanton," one of the British

vessels captured and released by the Rus-

sians, arrived In London on April 7th.

A Morning Leader representative had
an Interesting Interview with the crew

at the Maritime Hall. West India Doric

Road, where the National Sailors' and
Firemen's Union was looking after them
and their compensation claim during

their sojourn In London. There were

IS of them, seated round the room like

a Sunday-school class, and although they

were the crew of a British ship, not a
single one was British. They were

mostly Germans, Scandinavians, and Bel-

gians, with a Greek, a Spaniard, and an
Italian, to give a Southern seasoning

lo the international medley, but of

Britishers there was not one. The main
story of (he adventure was obtained

from Paul Haese, a German A.B., who
seemed the most Intelligent of a very

agreeable lot of fellows. He speaks Eng-

lish well, and writes It a good deal

bettor.

" We were all signed on at Antwerp,"

he said. " and sailed on February 4th,

1904. under Capt. Motyer, for Barry

Dock for orders. Wu had no Idea then

where we were bound for. From Barry

we went to Cardiff and Penarth. and
having shipped a cargo of coal we sailed

for Gibraltar on February 20th. Here

we received orders to go to Hongkong

—

via the Cape. That was the first hint we
had of the nature of our errand ; but it

was one day out of Durban that we were
definitely told we were engaged on a

contraband Job. Of course, by that time

objection was futile. Well, we reached

the Japanese naval port of Saseho. and

safely discharged our contraband. Then
we took on board a fresh cargo of coal

at another Japanese port and sailed for

Singapore on June 13th, 1904. On the

lGth. as wo were going through the Sea

of Japan, we encountered three Russian

warships, ono of them the flagship

' Rossi a,' which stopped us with blank

shot and boarded us. The Captain ex-

amined our papers, r.nd then, without

assigning any reason, all the deck hands,

ten or us. were compelled to leave the

ship—with all our clothes and effects

—

and go as prisoners on board the flagship.

The firemen were left on the ' Allanton
'

to attend lo her engines while she was

being convoyed to Vladivostok."

"And how did the Russians treat you

on the ' Rossla ' !
"

" Very badly !
" said Haese. emphati-

cally, the rest of the crew who were able

to follow the conversation vigorously

nodding approval. " We did not make
straight for Vladivostok, but were four

days and nights cruising about in hourly

danger of being met and blown to

by Che Japanese. In fact, the

had prepared for that contingency by

a loaded mine

digitized by Google



DIARY OK THE RU8SO-.JAPAN E8E WAR. !
May l Nth, 1**,

s' engines, ready to explode it

•bould they run peril!" (It would be

interesting to know bow the prisoners

became aware of this!)

"We bad a good Idea of the danger
we ran," interposed a burly Belgian,
" two months later, when we saw the

ship brought Into Vladivostok,

terribly knocked about by the

Japanese fire."

" There our food was so bad that we
couldn't eat It—half-baked black bread

and sauerkraut, with only tea to drink,

and no permission to smoke. The food

made all of us ill at one time or another.

When we expostulated with the Captain

tie told us he had sou men on board to

feed, and he couldn't help us. We had
practically no place to sleep, were not

allowed on deck during tl.e day, and
throughout the time were Jostled roughly

from place to place without being al-

lowed any peace."

The " Rossta " reached Vladivostok on
June 2nth. and the men were at once

transferred to the " Allanton," under a
guard of 25 Russian soldiers. They were
then told for the first time the reason

of their detention—the log was not In

order.

" Did you have much liberty In Vla-

divostok ?
"

"The guard kept a close watch upon
us all the time, but they were good-

hearted fellows enough, and as we were
on our own ship we bad our own good
food to eat—we were grateful for that

!

And we were allowed to wander about

the port and Uie town pretty much as

we pleased. But all the money we re-

ceived In the whole four months and

nineteen daya we were there was three

roubles, and that the officer In charge

spent for us at a German storo ! It

didn't go far, with tobacco lis. a pound !

Bread and meat were very dear ; towards

the end, no one in Ute town was allowed

to buy more than a limited quantity.

One or the cheapest articles of food was
salmon—only Id. a pound !

" The sailor-

men smacked their Hps at the recollec-

tion.

Meanwhile. t*e Court having decided

that the " Allanton " was a legal prize.

Captain Motyer on August 19th waa
allowed to proceed to St. Petersburg on

the appeal. On October 29th the glad

news came that they were released as

the result of ihc appeal, and after a fruit-

less attempt to get paid off from the
" Allanton." in resentment at their treat-

ment by tbe owners, they left Vladivos-

tok for London with the very heartiest

THE FORMOSA ZONE OF

VESSELS CAPTURED BY
JAPANESE.

On the ICth instant the British steamer
" Lincluden " (2,746 tons) was captured

by a Japanese war-ship oft tbe south

coast of Korea. A French steamer named
" Annum," of 1.431 tons, was also cap-

tured In the vicinity of the

According to the Manila American, on

the 26th ult. a Japanese cruiser stopped

the steamer " Indian!," Captain William^

which arrived at Manila on the 1st inxt,

after a passage of 22 days from Yoko-

hama, via Kobe and Shanghai.

At one a.m. on the 26th ult. as tbe

••Indrani" waa heading for the Pes,,,

dores Channel, between Formosa and the

Pescadores, a converted Japanese cruiser

signalled her to stop, and on coining

nearer, again signalled her to alter ber

course and not enter the channel as it

was unsafe. The " Indrani " was then oa

a course south 12 degrees west which

was Immediately changed to north s5

degrees west, which brought the

well to the westward of the

group, thereby Increasing her voyage to

Manila by about one hundred miles.

According to signals received by the
" Indrani." it was understood that the

channel was mined in anticipation of the

Baltic fleet passing that way. and that it

was therefore very dangerous for any

vessel to attempt to pass through Hie

channel. That such is tbe true condition

of affairs Is laughed at in shipping circles.

That a Muscovite naval commander would
take his fleet through the channel appears

ridiculous when he can set a much safer

northerly course. It Is the universal

opinion, says the Manila American, that

Admiral Togo has bis fleet gathered in

the channel and does not desire to have

bis

Friday, May 19//*.

A TOKYO telegram says the French
** Government has made the following

communication to the Japanese Govern-

ment in regard to the Baltic squadron :

—

Admiral Jonquleres, In command of tbe
French Far Eastern squadron, reporting
on May 15th, has advised the French
Government that as the result of a
cruise extending over two days, the
13th to the 14th Instant, with a view
to ascertaining the presence of any Rus-
sian war-ahlpa along the coast of Annam,
and If any. to order the vessels to leave,

not a single Russian vessel, war-ship, or
other vessel was seen at any port be-
tween St. Jacques on the south and Cape
Turon. about fifty miles north of Hon-

Judglng from the latest news from St.

Petersburg, the naval authorities at the

Russian capital are divided in opinion

as to the course that should be taken by

Admiral Rohjestvensky—whether to steam

northwards by way of the Formosan

Channel, or force hlB way Into the Pact 8c

by way of the Basher Channel north of

Public opinion In

that Admiral Togo ia trying to avoid an

engagement in the open sea by taking

shelter In a Japan. -r port. We shall see.

It is generally expected, however, that

Admiral Togo will resort to a night at-

tack by torpedo-boats, and should be suc-

ceed In damaging one or two of the most

powerful ships, the Russian squadron will

be unable to make a united movement,

and will have to divide its force. The

Russians appear to be very apprehensive

of a night attack by a torpedo-flotilla.

A Hongkong telegram of the 17th In-

stant reads :

—

Tbe cruiser "Gulrhen." with Admiral

Jonquleres on board, returned to Saigon

yesterday and reported that the entire

Baltic Fleet left the coast on Sunday at

noon.

The steamer " Wongkol " reports that

she saw fifty-two ships emerge from

Hoakohe Bay on Sunday. They took a

M. DE WITTE AND THE WAR.

his opposition to an aoo

policy.

A Russian correspondent of the Timri.
writing from St. Petersburg on the 31st

March, contributed a letter In defence of

the character of M. de Wltte In his re-

lations to the policy which has resulted In

the present war. The writer, signing
himself " A Russian Observer." says :-

I had the honour of sending you a
short account of the situation in the Far
East which you were so kind as to Insert
in your esteemed Journal, the Times, of
December 1st, 1903.

In this article, being well acquainted
I with the state of affairs. I explained that
M. Wltte. the ex-Minister of Finance, took
no part In the occupation of Port Arthur
and in the serious misunderstanding*
which could result therefrom between
Russia and Japan. Unfortunately, the

assumptions expressed by me at that time
have but too rapidly been realised ; two
months had scarcely elapsed before war
was declared.

Since that time the enemies of Jt
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Witte. recognising the great responsibl-

llty which rests wholly upon them, but

not in tbe slightest degree upon M. Witte.
or drawing Russia Into a bloody and
ruinous war. takinK advantage of the
exalted position which M. Witte occupies

and which obliges him to keep In secrecy
the Information which will later become
the property of history, continue up to

the present moment to spread, not only
here but also abroad, the report that M.
Witte also is responsible for the ghastly

drama which is now being enacted. In
consequence of this. [, being on good
terms with him, not in the service, but

as a personal friend, consider It my
sacred duty to stale that M. Witte was
always opposed to the occupation of Port

Arthur by the Russians, and therefore

equally opposed to the construction of

tbe southern branch line of the railway-

to Port Arthur. He was against a cam-
paign at the Russians to Peking, and
urged the evacuation of Manchuria after

the rising in China had been quelled ; he
insisted upon concluding a Treaty with

Japan, when Marquis Ito came to 31.

Petersburg for that purpose ; he pro-

tested strongly against all concessions In

Korea, and was also opposed to all opera-
on the river Yatu ; he advised the

•ptance of the propositions made to

Russia by Japan through her former
Minister. M. Kurino : and he was In-

variably and on all points the opponent
of the policy of Admiral Alexeieff, the
Viceroy in the Par Bast, and his crea-

tures Be/obrazoff, Abai», and company.
In a word. M. Witte was always against
all our aggressive measures In the Far
East, and was obliged to resign his post

in consequence of his opposition to the
plans of this band. There can bo no
doubt that of all the statesmen now living
who are concerned In our policy in the
Far Kant. M. Witte. who was always sup-
ported by Count l^amsdorff, has no share
In the responsibility of all that has
transpired.

The statements made by me are well

known not only to all Russians, but to

the diplomats of all the foreign States
which participated, either directly or
Indire-tly, In the affairs of the Far East,
and in the future this fact wilt be con-

firmed by Incontrovertible documents
which are now reposing in the Govern-
ment offices of Russia and also of several
foreign States. By reason of this, those
who purposely spread false reports, to
the effect that M. Witte was to blame
for the catastrophe which has occurred,
clearly abuse his loyalty and devotion
to his Emperor, well aware that M. Witte
would rather suffer personally than allow
himself, by a single word, to act dis-
loyally towards his Autocrat, who un-
doubtedly never desired or can desire
anything but the welfare of Russia :

and continently, if with his knowledge
some events undesirable for Russia have
come to pass, It Is only because the Em-
peror wax deceived by those who were
round him. And these traitors still go
unpunished only In view of the un-
bounded kindness of the Emperor,

In this situation it is evident that
those whose business It Is to spread false
rumours and Information have earned
and merit the contempt of all right-
minded people. M. Witte Is silent, be-
cause he Is forced to be so by the high
position which be oecuplea.

Satitrdtty, May 2(l./<.

AIXJNDON telegram to the Chronicle

dated the 17th Instant reads :
—

It is reported that the fourth Baltic

squadron will be ready to start next

month.

The Russian f!overnment is, according

to report. In ignorance of Rohjestvensky't,

movements.
•

A Renter's message of the same date is

as follows :
—

The fourth Baltic squadron has been

ordered to be in readiness to sail on the

Hth proximo.

Admiral ,Ionqul£res has returneJ to

Saigon aboard the " Guicben "

According to Information received at

Saigou, Admiral Rohjestvensky displays

unmitigated contempt for the interna

tiiin.il crisis in connection with the neu-

trality question, and declares that he will

act as he thinks fit. independently of ail

other considerations

BAYONETTINU
WOUNDED.

THE

BKRIOU8 ALLEGATIONS A0AIK8T A

Iirssi VN CnMM ASDKIt.

One of the Japanese Army Corps com-
manders has forwarded to the authorities

a report to the effect that among a num-
ber of wounded Japanese who were

picked up on the field after the battle of

Mukden, twenty men were found to have

been stabbed or otherwise Injured by the

Russians after they had fallen from

wounds received In battle. Most of the**

Japanese having been wounded were

lying on the ground feigning death, and

Lhey report that many of their wounded
romrades who had fallen Into the bands

of the enemy were cruelly killed.

Among Russian documents wnlch have

fallen Into tbe hands ot the Japanese has

been discovered one which Is believed to

throw a light upon the incident above

referred to. This document is General

Order No. ::. Issued by the Commander
of the First Brigade of the Thirty-first

Division of Infantry on February 22nd

at Suliupatai. A portion of the order

reads as follows :
—

The rank and file are hereby warned :
—

Every Japanese soldier found prostrate

on the field, particularly those lying face

downwards, should be bayonetted when
you advance, as the Japanese first feign

death and our file having passed they

fire upon It from behind.

An expert In International law who is

with the Army in Manchuria has ex-

pressed the following opinion on the order

published In the Ji/i :
—

Tbe order In question Instructs the

Russian soldier to slay every Japanese
found prostrate on the field. It Is In-

human ami atrocious, as it orders the

helpless wounded as well as those de-
fenceless men who have laid down their

arms to be killed. Tbe Geneva Conven-
tion prohibits belligerents from Injuring

tlons relating to land fighting annexed
to The Hague Convention also forbid the
Injury or murder of combatants who
have lost the means of self-defence and
cease to make resistance. The Russian
commander not only ignores these Con-
ventions, but Issues an atrocious order
in defiance of instructions previously
given him by the Russian authorities
in regard to the observance of interna-
tional Conventions. The commander
alleges that the Japanese soldier pretends
to be wounded, and ire Russian advance
having passed over him fires upon their
rear. Putting aside for the moment the
question whether It Is a breach of In-

ternational law for a soldier to act in
this way. If one or two individual Japan-
ese should so act they forfeit their pri-

vileges under the Red Cross Convention,
and the Russians have their remedy
against such treachery. It Is. however,
quite unlawful for the Russian comman-
der to Issue the orders he has done, Ho
may maintain that It is by way of re-

prisal, but retaliation cannot be taken
only in exceptional cuses. The irregular
use of methods of reprisal would turn
war between civilised peoples Into a war
of savages. Reprisals are permissible
within certain limits, and before they
may he resorted to a belligerent must
first of all Investigate the malpractice*
charged to the other, and call the atten-
tion of the other belligerent to the breach
in the rules of warfare. This Is provided
for In the Amcrirar. Army Order and
the Oxford International Law Manual.
At the Brussels international conference
In 1ST4. Russia herself Introduced a
motion to that effect. The order recently

issued by the Russian commander is a
distinct breach of international law. It

Is Inhuman, and goes beyond the limits

even of the law of reprisal.
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Sunday, May 21 at.

A JAPANESE correspondent with the

Army In Manchuria sends the follow-

ing telegram dated May 18th :
—

" On the morning of the 18th a Russian

force consisting of three or four com-

panies of Infantry and seven or eight

troops of cavalry, with several guns, ad-

vanced along the Changtu-Fenghua road

and the railway. At about noon the

enemy appeared in front of the Japanese

position at Changtu, and having fired with

their artillery retreated northwards.
" The long-continued rain has stopped

and the weather Is now clear, while the

temperature has risen materially In the

last few days.

• •

Intelligence Is said to have reached St,

Petersburg that two large bodies of Japan-

ese troops, guided by Mongolians and

Chungcbusea, have started on a large

circular movement with the object of

destroying the railway in Siberia.

A Shanghai telegram to the Jifi states

that the Russo-Chlnese Bank and M.

Serebrenlk, a well-known Russian con-

tractor. Instituted action In the British

Court at Shanghai on the 17th Instant

against the Yanglse Insurance Company
claiming 195.000 taels and 25.000 taels

respectively In reaped of the cargo of

the British steamer "Nlgretla," which

was seized by the Japanese and recently

confiscated together with the cargo.

A London telegram of the 19th Instant

to l he Chronicle Is aa follows :—
There are rumours in St. Petersburg

that Admiral Rohjestvensky is ill, suffer-

ing from nervons collapse, and that he

has asked to be recalled. Admiral

I
BIrlleff Is mentioned as his successor.

A Reuter's message of the same datt

reads :
—

Reuter's St. Petersburg correspondent

states that Admiral BIrlleff had an au-

dience with the Tsar yesterday prior to

leaving for Vladivostok to take over the

command of the naval forces in the Far

The correspondent says the report that

Admiral BIrlleff will assume the im-

mediate command of the Baltic Fleet is

unfounded. Admiral Rohjestvensky will

conduct all pending operations.

All the foreign Commercial Agents have

been requested to leave Vladivostok.

(Vladivostok being ranked as a for-

tress, the Russian Government refuses to

allow the establishment of Consulates

there. The various representatives of

j

their Governments are therefore styled

I Commercial Agents.)

Ttt< H>/«!/. May '23rd.

TN a report received at the Imperial
- Headquarters on Friday night.

Marshal Oyama states :—
"Yesterday, the 18th, a Russian force,

consisting of at least one battalion and a

half of Infantry and one troop of cavalry,

advanced from the direction of Taolu,

and reached the vicinity of Choshoshl

(about 12 miles north-east of Erhtao-

kantze) shortly after 1 p.m., where It

encountered our advance guard at 4 p.m.,

after which the enemy retreated In the

direction of Taolu.
" Another force, consisting of about

two companies of Infantry and five to

six hundred cavalry, advanced from the

direction of Tung-e-kou (about five miles

north of Chlenchcngtze). The infantry

reached an elevation south of Houcheng-

ize at 3.HO p.m. Half an hour later a

body of the enemy, not less than two

battalions of infantrv and two troops of

cavalry retreated from Hourhengtze. At
"..15 p.m. a contingent advanced to Chien-

chengUe. and then one battalion of In-

fantry and two troops of cavalry with

seven guns threatened to advance south-

wards. They were r< pulsed by our forces

at 6 M 1MB,
" In the direction of Changtu, shortly

after 10 on Thursday morning, three troops

of Russian cavalry advanced by way of

Shahotze, and simultaneously Russian

< aval ry of almost the same force entered

Pachatze (about seven miles north-east of

Changtu). They were all repulsed by our

forces at about noon.

" About 9 o'clock on the morning of the

same day, the enemy, consisting of

4 companies of Infantry and 8 troops

of cavalry with 4 guns, advanced from the

direction of Erbshlllpao. and

cavalry to the neighbourhood of Chang-
shanpao, but by abont 2 o'clock our force

attacked the enemy, who retreated north-

wards, being pursued.
" In this engagement 2 men and

2 horses were wounded. The Russian

casualties are unknown, but about twenty

men were observed to have been killed or

wounded.
" On the right bank of the Llao River,

about 11 o'clock on the morning of the

same day (Thursday) 500 Russian cavalry

advanced to the vicinity of Kangping and
attacked our Held hospital, but the enemy
was shelled by our artillery and retreated

with heavy loss.

"The situation remains unchanged In

other direetlona."

A later dispatch from Marshal Oyama
says :

—
"On Friday morning (10th), the enemy,

consisting of two companies of infantry

and two troops of cavalry, advanred a

second time from Die vicinity of Tting-e

kou to Chlenchengtze, In the direction of

Weiyengpaomen. but they were repulsed

In Hie direction of Yangtzelln and

Lienhuachlh. Slmlltanconsly with the

rout of this body, the enemy, consisting of

one regiment of infantry and five troops

of cavalry, advanced in high Bpirits to at-

tack our guards in the vicinity of Tsing

yangpao from the north-east, but these

lorces were all repulsed at C o'clock.

" In the direction of Changtu no

change bas taken place, but attacks bv

the patrols since the enemy advanced

southward on the ISth were repulsed,

forcing the Russians back on their posi-

tions of TsaomyoUe, H&lnglnngcbnan. and

" On the right bank of the Llao River,

the Russian cavalry, who concentrated

their main force In the vicinity of Kting-

chullng (T miles west of Fakumen), be-

tween 12 and 1 o'clock on Friday after-

noon, attempted to menace the quarters

of our force in the rear by making a

circular movement to the south-west.

The enemy found our guard very strong

and retreated to the north-west without

fighting."

A correspondent with the Russians tele-

graphing from Gunshu Pass (Man-

churia), on the 25th ult . gives what

he aile::?s to he some final and exact

details of the Russian losses at the bat'.le

of Mukden. He says :
—

An exact statemeut of the losses in all

the categories in the battle of Mukden
from February 1st to March Hlh. com-
piled by the General Staff, shows that

the casualties were greatly over-estimated
In earlier reports. Statements from
Japanese sources indicating wholesale
captiuvs (if prisoners, enormous hooty,

and cannon arc now denied. In reality

it appears the Russian los>es amounted
to two Generals, who were luken prison-

ers, and 87.77" men. of whom the gieat-

est part, about 55,000, were wouuilej.

In evacuating Mukden and retreating to

the northward the Russians lost thirty-

two guns, of which throe were mortars;
three old-type field guns, with pistol

action, and twenty-six quickflre eitns. Of
the siege artillery every gun and all the

ammunition carts were sent north two

liofore the rctrc.-tt began.
''en^ral Kntitevltch. the Chief of Staff,

^-i.„i,. r , ln^ t 0(her losses aside from
wnnntlel were as follows:—Killed, 15.wt0;

7.000 to 8.000 known to have been cap-

tured and 10.000 to 12.00') missing, of

whirh sevornl thousand were drivers,

sanitary, and commissariat corps' em-
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wry large number were slightly
and returned to the ranki
reporting to deception In order to leave
the hospitals.

This would indicate that the extent of
the Japanese victory and the disorder of
the Russian retreat has been exaggerated,
and that the srlrlt of the Russian army
is Mill strong and the troops not Je-

The bodies of the Russians killed and
found by us number 2«.500, besides which

»e 90.000 are estimated to be killed and

These figures flatly contradict the official

returns of the Japanese. Telegraphing on
Sunday, March 12th, Marshal Oyama said
that the Russian casualties were roughly
as followa :—

Prisoners exceed 40,000.
Major-General Nakhlmoff.

General Kuropatkln himself reported. It

will be remembered, that he had 50,000

wounded on his hands.

A London telegram of the 19th instant

to the Chroni' le is as follows :
—

The Echo ,te Pari* state* that the
General Staff at St. Petersburg confirms
the news that Admiral Rohjestvensky is

to be recalled and that Admiral Blrlleff

is to succeed him In the command of the
Baltic Squadron.

The news is stated to have caused quite
a sensation in St

of the following dayA
reads

M. Taube. a Councillor In the Russian
Foreign Affairs Department, in the course
of an Interview, said the lesson of the
neutrality Imbroglio with France showed
the necessity for codifying the neutrality
law?, and advocated the summoning of an
international conference to that end.

Wednesday, May 21th.

Other features of the decorations were an
equestrian statue, representing General
Kurokl, and a reproduction of the Yalu
battlefield. Shinto and Buddhist services

In memory of the dead soldiers were held

at the altar with troops massed at the

foot of the hill.

Race tracks, theatres, and a profusion

of unique decorations were laid out on
the plain. Several hundred officers

lunched at tables spread under the trees,

and the amusements which followed In-

cluded a procession representing the

Samurai warriors and followers of feudal

times. Horse racing, theatricals and

wrestling completed the day's pro-

A FTER a long silence. Marshal Oyama
•fl during the past few days has sent
several dispatches showing that both sides
are active over a wide extent of territory.

On the 20th inst.. near Cbangtu-fu, says
the Marshal .'n his latest report, a bat-

talion and a half of Russian Infantry,
with a regimen of cavalry and two guns,
occupied an elevation seven miles east of
Changtu. and opened fire before day-
break. The Russians also mounted guns
near Tslngyangpao, which covered the
operations of two battalions. This
formidable movement was checked by the
Japanese, and the Russians were com-
pelled to retreat. Another force of Rus-
sians In a different direction raided the

village of Brhsillpao. and having fired It

retreated. A serious engagement took
place on the right bank of the Llao River
on the morning of the 20th, when a large

body of dismounted Cossacks attacked the

Japanese position near Tafangshen, some
miles south-west of Fakumen. The
fighting lasted two hours, when the Rus-
sians retreated in disorder, leaving over
three hundred killed and wounded on the amI anchored near Port Dayot. The

field. In a report received at Tokyo on
Monday, Marshal Oyama says the cavalry

which were repulsed near Tafangshen on
the 2<>th fell back on their main force.

A few scatterej troops of cavalry were
lieiten back by the Japanese.

A Reuter s telegram dated the 21st In-

stant reads :—
A telegram from Paris say* It Is re-

ported from Saigon that Admiral Roh-

Jestvemsky's auxiliary cruisers returned

to the coast of Annam on Friday night,

The anniversary of the battle of Yalu

was celebrate! by Geacral Kuroki's army
on the 1st inst., according to a corre-

spondent, with spectacular fetes. Soldiers

representing ail military organisation*

managed the work with remarkable

effect. The valley In which the head-

quarters Is encamped was transformed

craters were apparently seeking the

• oilier* ;hey were Instructed to convoy to

the main fleet, which, it was reported,

had gone to an anchorage off Hainan.

Telegrams received at St. Petersburg

from th* front Indicate that the Japanese

are assuming the offensive all along the

line.

With reference to the British steamer

"Calcha*." seized by the Russians In the

Japan Sea in July last, the Supreme Prize

Court at St. Petersburg has decided to

confiscate the cotton and the wooden
beams found on board. It has been

decided to ascertain the destination of

the machinery parts aboard by inquiring

of the owner-. The steamer, together'

seized some months ago when near Japan
by the cruiser " Gromovoi "

:—
"The gun-cotton In the cargo of the

steamer Is confiscated In regard to the
cargo of machinery, Its destination must
be ascertained from its owners. Tho
other goods among the cargo and :hc
vessel Itself are released, but the
of the steamer was Justifiable."!

A message of the 22nd is as follows :—
There is a notable Increase In the

activity prevailing In the dlspa;rh of
troops from Poland for the Far Ea«r,
Detachments are starting dally, com-
|>osed of picked men from each regiment,
whose places are Immediately filled by
Reservists.

Admiral Blrlleff starts for Vladlvo-mk
on the 25th instant (Thursday).

SASEHO PRIZE COURT
DECISION.

The Saseho Prize Court has rendered
a derision releasing the British steamer
" Uneluden " and her cargo of 3,600 tona
of barley. The •• Lincluden " was cap-
tured by a Japanese war-ship on the Kth
ins:ant off Quelpart Island.

The Court found the action of the
Japanese war-ship in seizing the steamer
Justifiable, as she carried barley from
Nlcolaleff (near Odessa! for Vladivostok.
But upon examination it was found Hint
the Captala had abandoned his intention
of going to Vladivostok and was bound
for Kobe

J therefore It could be held
that the ship and cargo could be reason-
ably detained.

with the rest of the cargo, has been re-
iinto a park by utiMsIng streams grass {M ^ Caun ^

p ots, and hillsides for the reproduce „„. „,zure in or ,lpr :o „revvtll p<>cuniat. v
of Japanese scenery.

claims
An altar with a tablet In memory of An inlerPji„ng point in tht. ju<Isfmenl

the army l dead was erected on the sum- ig [hat cotton is pronounced contraband,
mlt of a hill. The approach to the altar

|
|The 8t. Petersburg Telegraphic News

was a wide avenue through a grove of Agency repor;* that the Higher Prize

tree* studded with artificial cherry bios- ?°"n * l s ' Petersburg has given the

h» .rinmnh.i .r^hM following decision in the case of thi
by Ulumphal arches. British steamer " Calchas " which was

ANOTHER STEAMER SEIZE! >.

The British steamer " 8lkh," of 2 »M)

tons, is reported to have been seize.) on
the morning of ih« ISth instant by a
Japanese war-snip off Muroran, and taken
to Hakodate on the same day. T .a

carried over 20.0WJ railway
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THE DEFENCE OF If. WITTS

Recently we reproduced an extract

from a letter to the Times or a Russian

ex-offlclal who wrote defending M. Wltte

from the charges of his enemies that he

was partly responsible for the war. The

writer of the letter did not reveal his

Identity, hut :t Is not Improbable that he

Is M. Angurieu*. formerly an assistant of

M. Wltte. who. according to a later tele-

gram from St. Petersburg, maintains

that he ran prove by means of hitherto

unpublished documents that M. Wltte

opposed the Manrhurian plans In the

most energetic manner. M. Angurleff

Intimates that It was really his opposi-

tion to the scheme In the Par East which
led to hlg downfall as Finance Minister.

After the Boxer rising M. Wltte pre-

sented a memorandum to the Emperor
pointing out with the foresight of a

statesman Manchuria and Korea as ter-

ritory Tor the extension of Japan's grow-

ing activity, her life or death, and adding

that Russian occupation of that territory

was bound to lead to a clash and eventu-

ally to war. Whec he again was over-

ruled M. Wltte advised the Immediate

construction of the Circum-Baikal Rail-

road for strategical purposes In prepara-

tion for the conflict which he saw ahead.

Later, when the situation became acute,

seeing that BtlMla was not prepared, M.

Wltte urged at least the

drawal of the Russian forces

churla.

He then wrote to the Emperor as fol-

lows :
" Instead of making an enemy of

Japan, we should win her friendship. I

strongly advise a friendly solution. We
need to populate our Eastern provide*,

and have vital interests to defend In the

eventual war with the yellow race in

order that the peasants of Russia may

understand what they are fighting for."

All M. Wtttes warn'ngs were unheeded

and he was no longer consulted. The

Korean timber concession was obtained

without bis knowledge.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Ovama. re-

ceived at the Imperial Headquarters

on Tuesday afternoon, says :
—

" At 2 o'clock on the afternoon of the

21st instant a Russian force, consisting of

a battalion or infantry and six troops of

cavalry, advanced to attack an elevation

north of Tsin ryangpao. ten miles north

of Welyengpaomen, but they were re-

pulsed at about five o'clock.

" At about seven o'clock on the evening

of the 22nd. <i battalion of Infantry and

two or three troops of cavalry advanced

from the Kirln road and Taolu (37 miles

north of Weiyeugpaomen) towards Chien-

cbcogUe, and a troop or cavalry occupied

an elevation west ot Chlenchengtze. All

were repulsed.

" The body of cavalry, which advanced

far southward from the right bank of the

Liao River, began to retreat early on the

morning of the 22nd and no enemy was

to be seen in I lie district south of Tatun

(IT miles west of Fakumen) by 5 o'clock

on the arterno-jn of the same day.

"The situation remains unchanged In

all other directions."

•
« •

On Tuesday Viscount Kagawa. Su-

perintendent of the Household of the Bm-
1-r- •. not! I'm- I

ihi Minister i.-r War tb;«t

her Majesty bad graciously presented

1,601 white flannel shirts and $3,451 to

12!> non-commissioned officers and 1.532

privates who had beer wounded and were

discharged on January 2nd last as unfit

for further service.

A Peking JUpatrh to Shanghai states

that the Chinese Government has been

very much exercised with the news of the

action of the Japanese in ordering the

establishment of civil administration In

Manchuria, and so instructions were sent

to the Chinese Minister at Tokyo to pro-

test against such a move, it being reared

that once established there would be diffi-

culty in getting the Japanese to retire

from the places occupied by them. It

also contended that as there are already

Chinese civil mandarins In Manchuria,

there Is no necessity for Japanese. This

led. It Is believed, to the recent declara-

tion of the Japanese Government that the

civil administration referred merely to

the Uaotung Peninsula, which had been

leased to Russia prior to the war.

•

A l-ondon telegram .if (he -."'rid Instant

to the Chrnnu le reads :
—

It is believed that Admiral Rohjestven-

sky has apiKiln.e.l a rendezvous for coal-

ing hi* fleet in Philippine waters, and

that he is probably coaling on the coast

of the island of Luzon.

French opinion believes that the recent

appearance of a portion or the fleet off

the coast of Annam was a ruse intended

to screen the main fleet's dash for

Vladivostok.

Dissipation is in full swing at Harbin.

A Reuter's message of the 23rd is as

follows :
—

Admiral Birileff has lepn appointed

commander of the Pacific fleet with In-

dependent powers.

Colonel Nolan. M.P. for North Galway.

called attention In the House to the de-

cision at St. Petersburg in regard to the

" Calrhas," and asked the Government to

enter a protest with ltussia an^lust the

treatment of cation as contraband

ceived to-day from Admiral Jonquleres,

all the ports of Indo-Chlna have been in-

spected, and no Russian vessel has been

found there.''

The Foreign Office is advised by wire

that a steamer which arrived at Hong-

kong on the 23rd Instant from Bangkok

reported that during her voyage alotis

the coast of Annam. not a single Russian

war-ship was sighted.

FRENCH NEUTRALITY.

A telegram received by the Foreign

Cfflre. Tokyo, states that the French

Consul at Hongkong published the

following announcement In alt the

Hongkong papers on the 23rd in-

stant :

—"The statement which has re-

peatedly been circulated in the past few

days, alleging that the Baltic squadron

has returned to the coast of Annam. Is

According to a

THE JAPANESE AT PORT
ARTHUR.

BUSILY " PUTTIMi THK HOt sK IX

ORDER."

The latest news from Port Arthur is to

the effect that the operations for raisins

the war-ship; sunk in the harbour are

progressing favourably, and It Is expected

that all of them will be afloat by October

next. It is lound that the " Petro-

pavlovsk." the flagship of Admiral

Makaroff, which was blown up by a rnitv

outside the harbour, i- practically broke*

into three, and that the "Sevastopol" is

lying in deep water, so that there is no

prospect of these being raised.

The steamers sunk by the Japanese

fleet to block the entrance to the hariwur.

and the gun-boats which were sunk by

the Russians themselves to prevent the

entry of Japanese torpedo-boats, will he

disposed of as they lie by public tender on

the nth proximo.

With regard to the damage done to the

" Petropavlovsk." It being stated above

that she Is broken in three places, the

completeness or the disaster was probably

due to the Japanese having laid three

floating mines connected with cables, and

the ship having run Into one or these

cables brought one or the mines bari;

against her side and the others further

astern on the opposite side.
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Friday. May 26///.

NOTHING definite Is known of tbewhere-

abouts of the Baltic Fleet since Its

departure from Honkohe, and many spe-

culation* are being made. A Tokyo dis-

patch to the Jtfainlcai remarks that It U
already eleven daya since the departure

of the Fleet, and the coal consumed

already must be considerable. Taking the

vessels of the armada at fifty, and the

roal consumption of each vessel at 20

tons a day during the time the Fleet lays

at anchor, for such purposes as distilling

sea water and driving the electric motors,

the total consumption of coal for eleven

days will be 11.000 tons. If the Fleet

has been at sea all the time, even If

steaming at the lowest speed, each vessel

would require 50 tons per day on an

average, and the total consumption of

coal in eleven days would be 27,500 tons.

It la therefore evident that the Fleet

muat replenish its coal In some way or

other prior to making a daBh for Vladi

vostok.

A dispatch from St Petersburg says the

news from Manchuria indicates that Mar-
shal Oyama before the next general en-

gagement intends to await the result of

the naval battle. It being too dangerous
for the Japanese army to undertake
serious operations while the outcome of

the sea fight is in the balance. Should
Admiral Rohjestvensky reach Vladivo-

stok and Admiral Togo still be able to

protect the Japanese lines of communica-
tion, the general belief at the Russian

War Office is that the Japanese will forth-

with attempt to cut oft* and invest Vla-

divostok and make of the place another

Port Arthur.

Admiral Gregorovltch, who commanded
the cruiser " Tsesarevltch " In her last

sally from Port Arthur, arrived at Mar-
seilles on the 18th ultimo. He expresses

the firm hope that Rohjestvensky's fleet

Is good enough to beat the Japanese, and

slans over the Japanese If the latter do

not get a mastery of the Baltic Fleet In

the

• *

. theA Keuter's telegram dated

24th Instant, reads :—
Admiral Blrlleff's comma

both the Vladivostok and the Baltic

Squadrons.

Earl Percy, the Under Secretary of State

for Foreign Affairs, replying to the ques-

tion put by Colonel Nolan with resard

to the " Catenas." in which he asked the

Government to enter a protest with Rus-

sia against the treatment of cotton as

contraband, said that when the text of

the Russian decision was received the Go-

vernment would consider the desirability

of further action.

Saturday, May 21th.

THE report that reached Japan yesterday

that vessels of the Baltic Fleet had

visited or were at Woosung, near Sbang-

In the nature of startling lntelll-

The report was confirmed by a

reaching the Foreign Office to

the effect that on Thursday afternoon a

squadron, consisting of five war-ships anil

three transports, had appeared off Woo-

sung. Although It Is stated that there

were five " war-ships," yet the vessels

were not near enough for their true

character to be distinguished, and It Is un-

known whether they were armed trans-

ports or regular cruisers. Two of the

vessels steamed away In a north-easterly

direction. TbeBe are supposed to have

been the " Petersburg " and " Smolensk."

armed Volunteer Fleet cruisers which

were so busy nearly a year ago In the

Red Sea. This is the news that has

reached the Foreign Office, and the most

reliable that can be obtained. The re-

maining three " war-ships." so concludes

the telegram, entered Woosung In the

evening when It was dark. Being belli-

gerent vessels they would be subject to

the twenty-four hours' neutrality law of

China, and there Is little doubt that this

will be most strictly enforced.

»

• •

News reaching Tokyo yesterday was to

the effect that the cruisers "Petersburg"

and " Smolensk," which left Woosung In

a north-easterly direction, were seen yes-

terday morning off Woosung steaming to

the eastwards. The movements of these

vessels are evidently designed to cover

their true

received at the Kobe Harbour Office yes-

terday warning steamers of the danger of

leaving for China

When the German steamer "Juliette"

was at Mauritius some weeks ago she was
ordered by telegraph to proceed to 8aigoa.

The captain declared that he would clear

for Tsingtau. and was allowed 600 tons of

coal. When he had embarked 100 tons,

however, further coaling was stopped by

order of the Government pending Instruc-

tions from home, it having been stated

by several British members of the crew

that the vessel was carrying stores for

the Russian fleet. Further inquiries

elicited the fact that the " Juliette " was
bound for the Bay of Kamrahn.

A letter from an officer on board the

Russian battleship "Prince Suvaroff

"

was published In St. Petersburg a few-

weeks ago. It was written whilst the

fleet was still at Madagascar. The officer

says:—"I am not going into battle for

the purpose of killing, but with the In-

tention of dying for my country. With
such a motto one feels calm at heart. I

am sure that ir the Port Arthur squadron

had gone out to sea not for the purpose

of destroying the Japanese, but with the

Intention of perishing for our country, it

would have conquered. God's blessing Is

upon those who prepare to sacrifice them-

selves. In Port Arthur they wished to

save the fortress. They feared to make
the sacrifice of It, with the result that

they lost both the fleet and the fortress.

They lost because they would not

anything. They wished to kill from be-

hind covers, risking as little as possible

themselves, and everything was lost.

Here on the squadron the Admiral and

the officers with him think otherwise.

We have resolved to die, resolved to sacri-

fice ourselves. That Is why I hope for

•
• •

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama was received at the Imperial Head-

quarters on Wednesday afternoon :

—

" At about 7 o'clock on Tuesday morn-

ing a body of Russian Infantry and

cavalry was discovered busily engaged In

the consi ruction of defence works on an

elevation north of Sl-e-kou (5 miles north

of Welyengpaomen). They were Im-

mediately attacked and driven away by

our forces.

" At about noon on the same day four

troop* of cavalry attacKed our position at

Ta-ao-tun, 7 miles north of Changtu, but

they were repulsed.

" The Russian cavalry which has been

operating on the right bank of the Uao
River for several days past has retreated

to the frontier of North Mongolia.

"Beyond ihe above. th« situation re-

mains i

The last of the Russian invalided

soldiers, 43 in number, who were left at

Port Arthur, and 134 men belonging to

the medical service, arrived at Chefoo on

All these Invalided
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are mentally affected, most of them
being hysterical and all suffering from

scurvy. The Russian Consul and his

staff assisted ihe French Consul la

transhipping them to the steamer
" Kwangpao." General Balashoff, Chief

of the Russian Red Cross at Port Arthur,

Will remain there until all busines

MCttd therewith has been settle.!

A London telegram of the

to the Chronicle

A Reuter-a

follows :-
I

of the 25th is as

that GeneralIt is reported that Admiral Rohjestven-

sky anticipates that if only twenty ships Remenkarapff, in command of Cossacks.

of his fleet reach Vladivostok Japan's Bea

communications will be seriously en-

dangered.

South Wales firms have received huge

orders for coal for Vladivostok.

has been several times checked after at-

tacking an unnamed Japanese position in

considerable force. There were several

hundred casualties, but the military

censor does not allow details to come
through.

Sunday, Afay 'l^th,

A MESSAGE from Tokyo, dated yester-

day. 'i.'M p.m.. says :
—

" It Is reported that several vessels, sup

posed to he Russian war-ships, appeared

on Saturday morning off Choshi.

"
li Is also reported that the main Baltic

squadron appeared In Tsushima Straits

on Saturday morning, but withdrew upon

observing ilia: the Japanese were ready

lot action."

All day yesterday reports arrived of

the movements of the Baltic Fleet, and

of vessels assumed to be Japanese, anu

It Is confidently believed that a great

battle has been or Is being fought be-

tween Tsushima and Quelpart island.

Russian ships are supposed to have beeu

sighted in :ae Korean Channel at ti a. in

yesterday »y a Japanese squadron.

Heavy cannonading was heard in the

direction of Mulsurc Island, outside the

Shlmonoseki Channel, and it this, report

Is correct there is little doubt that the

rival squadrons have come Into conflict.

Cannonading was also reported to have

been heard in the Tsushima Channel.

Two separate divisions were reported,

one steaming north-east of Quelpart.

In Tokyo it is believed to be beyond

doubt that the Baltic fleet is now welt

north of Formosa, and good news is con

fldeiitly expected in a day or two. A

Japanese officer, discussing the position,

says it Is probable that the fleet has been

divided, one proceeding In the direction

of the Tsushima Straits and the other to

the north-east, with the object of dividing

the Japanese and bettering the Russian
chances of making Vladivostok.

• •

The •' Benvorllch " reports having
sighted the "Petersburg" and "Smo-
lensk" steaming eastwards at full speed
on Friday morning fifty miles from
Shanghai. The " Benvorllch," which is

chartered by the Nippon Yusen Kalsha,

was not Interfered with.

No further news has been heard of the

27 " war-ships, ' which were reported «o

have arrive 1 at Saddle Island near the

mouth of the Yangtse sometime on Fri-

day. The British dispatch-lHiat " Alac-

rity " arrived at Woosung on Thursday.

On Friday nine Russian vessels were

lying in the norlh channel at Woosung.
The colliers there are manned by Rus-

sians, Germans, and Frem-h, Two
steamers are heavily laden with provi-

sions, and are also fitted with wireless

telegraphy apparatus. The captain and

two officers of one of the vessels went to

Shanghai and visited the Russian Consul

In the afternoon.

*

A Reuter s message of the 26th instant

reads :
—

Admiral Birileff started for Vladivostok

on the 25th instant.

SITUATION IN MANCHURIA.

REPORTS OF BELLIGERENT
GENERALS.

A dispatch from Marshal Oyama pub-

lished by the War Office yesterday

says:—
" At 2.30 on Thursday afternoon our

cavalry drove north-eastwards a force of

Russian cavalry which was occupying

Sumlenchetig. seventeen miles north of

Chaugtu. and occupied the place.

" The general situation remains ua-

A London telegram to the Aso/n says

that in a report General Linevitch sta'w

that on the SOU) instant a detachment of

Russians occupied Shahotze, south of

Halyuati. Another detach nieut compelled

the Japanese on the 17th Instant to

abandon Changtu station and retreat

southwards. Both detachments kept up

the southward march till the SOU).

7W«f//, May 30,/,.

fPHREE days ago we were discussing the

whereabouts of the Baltic Fleet and

the plans of Admiral Rohjestvensky.

To-day the lleet la almost destroyed ;

Admiral Rohjestvensky has been com-

pletely deieated. and. according to one

report, he himself is reported to be

among the prisoners ; and the Russian

naval power in the Far East Is once

more near extinction.

The disposition of both the Japanese

and Russian fleets a day before the bat-

tle is a matter of some mystery. The

first certain indication that the Rus-

sians had left the China Sea was the

arrival at Woosung of several service ves-

sels and armed merchant cruisers, and

<he fact that two of these cruisers were

reported afterwards steaming full speed

eastwards led to the supposition that Ad-

! mirat Rohjestvensky with the whole Rus-

I sian force was somewhere near the Bonin

Islands, from where to Vladivostok It la

about the same distance either by the

the Taugaru Stralta. We
if

Hon of the Japanese fleet, and the com-

mon ignorance on this point led to such

rumours as the alarmist report circu-

lated In London that the Japanese had

been defeated near Formosa. Rumours of

engagements have Indeed been rife for

a month past, but it la safe to say that

the main fleet of the Japanese has never

been a hundred miles from the Korean

Straits. We believe that both at Saseho

and at Masampo In Korea—on either

side of the Korean Strait—powerful squa-

drons have waited In
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tne sudden approach of Admiral RohJeBt-
vensky was by no means unexpected.
He appears to have steamed Into a trap.

Probably his movements from the time
he left French waters were well known to
the Japanese Naval Staff. On the 22nd,
when off Luzon, he coaled from colliers.

On the following day he passed through
the Bashee Channel out Into the Pacific.

He was sighted on the 25th near Okinawa.
Of his movements since that date the
Naval Staff have probably been In con-
stant touch. On his part, It Is suggested
that Admiral Rohjenstvenaky was de-

ceived with regard to the position of his

enemy, and that while steaming through
the Tsushima Straits he. was not pre-

pared for the events that followed. This
was when the Japanese opened Are on
the Russian ships from the north. For
awhile the Russians maintained a

north-eastward course without returning

the Are. but they could not long remain
In this passive attitude. In three hours

the fighting became of the hottest, and
half-an-hour later, we are told, they

steamed away northwards In disordej

When darkness set In the deadly attack

of destroyer and torpedo-boat flotillas

began. Apparently there was no reBt for

Russians or Japanese that night, and
with the dawn of Sunday the Are of

the heavier ships recommenced. Through-

out Sunday the battle continued and for

the greater part of the night Early

yesterday morning Admiral Togo was
enabled to send the remarkable report in

another column, showing that he had ac-

complished the task set him with conspl-

A London telegram of the 26th Instant

to the Chronicle reads :
—

The British and United States Govern-
ments are preparing protests against the

recent Judgement In the " Calchas " case,

In which cotton was decided by the Prize

Court to be contraband. It Is feared that

the situation will become serious If the

Russian Government persists is adhering

to Its decision. Russia contends that cot-

ton must clearly be regarded as contra-

band, as it is used in the manufacture of

explosives.

A Renter's message of the 27th Is as

follows :
—

General Llnevttch reports a successful

cavalry raid on the part of General

Mistihenko. The Japanese communica-

tions and telegraphs were cut Tor a great

distance, and a provision convoy extend-

ing over seven versts was dispersed.

It is further reported that a strong

Japanese force entrenched on the heights

south of Fnkumen was attacked by

General Mlstrhenko, two companies being

annihilated and one captured. Altogether

there were 2:?4 prisoners taken, together

with two machine guns.

The Times' correspondent at St. P*t*r»

burg reports that Russia has notified the

Chine e Government of her intention to

inarch troops Into Mongolia for the pur-

pose

This decision on the part of

has evoked something akin to consterna-

tion in diplomatic circles, It being re-

garded as the first step towards the an-

nexation of Chinese territory and the

opening up of the question of the parti-

tion of China.

THE BATTLE IN TSUSHIMA
STRAITS.

RUSSIAN ARMADA DESTROYED.

THUKE THOUSAND

OFFICIAL KK.rOMB.

The following dispatches from Admiral
Togo, describing the fighting since the

27th Inst., have been published by the

Naval Staff. In his first dispatch, dated

SaturJay morning, the Commander-in-
Chief says :

—

"The Combined Fleet Immediately re-

ceiving intelligence that the enemy's

squadron wa§ in Bight, commenced opera-

tions for destroying the Russian ships.

While the weather is fine, the seas are

running high."

or reported by the Naval outlook-towers,
is as follows :—

" The armoured cruisers ' Admiral
Nakhlmoff.' ' Dmitri Donskoi.' ' Vladimir,'
' Monomakh ' and 1 Svletlana.' the Ironclad
' Admiral Oushakoff.' and the special ser-

vice boats ' Karoschatka ' and 'Irtish' (?)
and three destroyers were sunk, while a
large special service boat whose name Is

unknown and a destroyer were captured.
" In all two battleships, one coast-

defence Ironclad, five cruisers, two special
service boats, and three destroyers were
sunk

: while two coastdefence Ironclads,

one special sorvice boat and one destroyer
were captured.

" Whether the three vessels (names un-
known) stated by prisoners to have been
sunk are Included In the above list is not
yet ascertained.

" It Is exacted that a large number of
prisoners has been taken besides the 2.000
rescued by the main force of the
binei! Fleet."

wired onThe second

Saturday night :—
"The Combined Fleet attacked the

Russian squadron and routed It to-day

In the vicinity of Okinoshima. At least

four vessels were sunk and others

were heavily damaged. The damage

" Destroyer and torpedo-boat flotillas

continued the attack with the fall of dark-

ness."

The third dispatch, dated

Ing, says :—
" The main force of the Combined Fleet

has maintained the pursuit of the remnant

of the Russian squadron since Saturday,

and on the 23th we made an attack on a

group of five vessels, the battleships

' Nlcolal I." and ' Orel,' the Ironclad coast-

defence ships ' Senlavlne' and ' Apraksir.,'

and the cruiser ' Izumrud.' in the vicinity

of the Liancourt Rock. The ' Izumrud
'

left the squadron and steamed away, but

all the rest soon surrendered.

" In this action we suffered no damage.
" According to the prisoners taken. In

the battle of Saturday the battleships

' Borodino ' and 1 Alexander III..' the

cruiser ' Zemtchug ' and three other ves-

sels were sunk.

" About 2.000 prisoners were

including Admiral Nebogatoff."

During the hattle many men whose ves-

rere sunk landed on the shores or
Yamaguchl prefecture, either coming
ashore In ships' boats, or being rescued
from floating wreckage. Medical help
at once given to those who required It.

i

It Is reported that scores of the me
wounded.

It is Interesting to record the fact that
the hottest part of the fighting took place
In the neighbourhood of Okinoshima. near
which Island the " Hltachl-maru " was
sunk by the Vladivostok squadron In

June last year.

A report from Nagasaki states that the
" Admiral Nakhlmoff " was sunk at one
o'clock on Sunday afternoon five miles
from Nlshidomarl, Tsushima. Of the
crew, K,n landed near by In boats and are
now quarter* J In the houses of the people
there. The remainder of the crew (official

complement 5fi7) are missing.

A note added to tuo above by the Naval

Staff says :
—

" Besides the above, the damage to the

reported by the Admirals not

the direct command of the Com-

* the Combined Fleet,

Our Tokyo correspondent. wiring
yesterday at 4.45 p.m., gives the follow-
ing particulars :

—
According to the official reports pub-

lished this afternoon, the Combined Fleet
met and attacked the Russians in the
vicinity of Okinoshima. Four Russian
war-ships were sunk, and the Japanese
loss is small. There was a torpedo at-
tack during the night, and on the follow-
ing day the war ships " Nlcolal I.,'*

Orel." "Senlavlne." " Aprakxln." and
" Izumrud " wore overtaken and attacked
by the Japanese in the vicinity of
Liancourt Rock. The " Izumrud " fled j

others surrendered. According to pri-

soners the " Borodino." " Alexander III.,'*

" Zemtchug." and three others were
sunk on the 27th. Admiral Nebogatoff

I and 2.000 officers and men were taken
prisoner. Be-ldes the above-mentioned,

! the " Admiral Nakhimoff." " Dmitri
Donskoi," "Admiral Monomakh." " Sviet-

lana." " Admiral Oushakoff." and two
special service ships were s-.iuk, one was
captured, and three destroyers sunk and
one destroyed. A thouband more prisoners
were 1akpn besides tho&e mentioned in

Admiral Togo's report, bringing up the
total to more than three thousand.

It Is reported that the " Manshu-maru "

brought to Sasebo on Sunday two

Digitized by Google



234 DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. [May 30th, 1905.

hospital ships captured during the fight-

ing.

The latest news received from Tokyo

last night states ihat Admiral RohJest-

vensky Is among the prisoners taken.

The same dispatch gives (he following

particulars of the number of Russian

officers and men who had reached the

shore either in their own boats and on

wreckage, or brought by the Japanese

np to one o'clock yesterday after-

noon :
—

Kamate-mura, Iwaml province 21

Saseho 1.200

Mlshlraa. Yamaguchi prefecture ... 55

Takatsumura, Yamaguchi prefecture 162

Mlyakono. Iwaml province 267

Tsushima M
Hamatla, Iwami province 247

Tsuchlda 22
Kanamuraoki, Tsushima 99

Other places 75

Total 2.223

THE SUNKEN VESSELS AT
PORT ARTHUR.

stating that two vessels, the "Angara"
and the "Kazan,- were raised In the

harbour of Port Arthur on the 24th

Instant. Many of the fittings on the
" Peresviet " were also raised.

The total number of vessels sunk la

Port Arthur Is now known to be 40.

Wednt sihiy, May 31s/.

THE GREAT NAVAL BATTLE.

LAST OF THE RUSSIAN FLEET.

THE NEWS IN JAPAN.

OFFICIAL COXaRATUtATIOtMfl IN TOKYO.

With the arrival of further news of the

battle near Tsushima Straits the con-

viction is strengthened lhat the Russians

have met with defeat, crushing and deei-

sive. which has for the time being com-

pletely destroyed the Russian power at

sea. Should any of the fleet escape and

succeed in reaching the Vladivostok

squadron, which by the latest reports ap-

pears to be most unlikely, their end can-

not long be postponed. The hope which

justified the adventurous voyage from

the Baltic has been shattered more ruth-

lessly than the most sceptical could have

anticipated. Defeat certainly was not

unexpected, owing to the disparity of the

fleets, but the most optimistic pro-Russian

and the most optimistic pro-Japanese

never imagined such a one-sided affair as

the battle has actually been. Frequently

In the course of this undeceiving war the

victorious Japanese commanders have re-

ported " the enemy made a stout resist-

ance," but can Admiral Togo enjoy the

satisfaction of having beaten an enemy

worthy of him ? It has been a rout with

scarcely a redeeming feature. As usual

"fortune" has favoured the ready Japan-

ese, and " fate " dogged the heels of the

unfortunate Russians, resulting in an

Ignominious defeat that has scarcely a

parallel in history.

On Monday afternoon official congratula-

tions were exchanged in Tokyo. Admiral

Ito, Chief of the Naval Staff, and Ad-

miral Ijuin, Ihe second head of the Naval

Staff, waited upon the Emperor and made

a full report of the battle. His Majesty,

despite his indisposition, listened with

tho keenest Interest to Admiral Iio s com-

munication, which lasted several houra in

the recital, and expressed his great satis-

faction at the result of the battle. Since

Saturday, the Navy Department has been

dally thronged with visitors. Hundreds

of officials and members of the public

have called to offer their congratulations,

the visitors Including the Premier. Chief

of the Army Staff, Minister for War. Mini-

ster for Foreign Affairs, and many others. I

Great as must be the public satisfaction i

over the victory, there have yet been no

popular demonstrations of feeling, but we

will probably have repetitions of former

celebrations when dates are officially llxed

for public processions. 4c. At present

public rejoicing throughout the country

lakes the form of the qule: display of

Hags at each house and crosswise over

the streets.

OFFICIAL REPORT.

A dispatch reached the Imperial

Headquarters yesterday afternoon to the

effect that the first class battleship

" Orel" had arrived at the naval port of

Malzuru shortly after mid-day In charge

of a Japanese crew. The old battleship

"Nlcolal IV of Admiral Nebogatoffs

squadron, and the ironclads " Apraksln "

and " Senlavln." arrived at Saseho yes-

terday morning with prize crews on

board.

UNOFFICIAL NEWS.

Our Tokyo correspondent wires under

yesterday's date :—Three Russian war-

Rhlps have stranded on the coast near

Hamada in Iwaml province. One is the

cruiser " Izumrud," another a battleship

of the "Suvaroff" type, and the third a

cruder of the " Aurora" type.

Telegraphing yesterday at 3.35 p.m., our

Tokyo correspondent says: -It is be-

lieved the " Slssol Vellky " is sunk. Only

the " Navarin," " Aurora," " Oleg," and
" Almaz " now remain unaccounted for,

and the Japanese are pursuing those.

The " Orel " was brought to Malzuru to-

day. The "Nlcolal," " Apraksln," and
" Senlavln " were taken to Saseho. The

six Russian transput t: at Woosung have

been disarmed. There seems to be no

Trustworthy news has reached Tokyo

that the battleship " Osllabya," the

cruiser " Aurora," and anoUjer Russian

vessel were observed some hundred miles

south-west of Goto Island, which is not

far from Saseho. at about 2 o'clock on

Sunday afternoon. One of the war ships

was badly damaged, and the two others

were giving her some assistance. A bat-

tleship of the "Suvaroff" type and a

cruiser of the " Aurora " type are re-

ported to have stranded near the port of

Hatnaila, whi, h Is In the prortaM of

Iwaml. on the Japan Sea coast. These

vessels might have been driven ashore,

being in a sinking condition. It is

thought that the cruiser must be the

" Oleg." which is of the same type as tbs

" Aurora." The battleship " Navarin " is

reported to be stranded on the coast of

Chlkuzen. while It is believed that there

is now conclusive evidence that the bat-

tleship "Sissol Vellky " has been sunk.

The three war-ships seen south-west of

Goto Island may have headed for Shang-

hai. If they were at all In a damaged con-

dition, but it Is not Impossible that they

have changed their course in an attempt

to reach Vladivostok by another route.

A Nagasaki telegram to the Jih stales

that the O. & O, steamer " Doric " reports

sighting at 2.30 on Sunday afternoon three

Russian war-ships. They were ^teaming

on the starboard, east of Goto Island, a

hundred miles from Nagasaki. The

vessel bringing up the rear at first altered

her course as if to bear down on the

" Doric." but soon changed her course

again and steamed rway to the south-

west. The war-ship leading was of the

" Osllabya " type, the next of the

" Aurora " type, and the third of tbe

" Zemtchug " type. All appeared to be

seriously damaged, and It could be seen

that the men on board were working the

pumps.

A Yamaguchi telegram yesterday re-

ported that 33 men of the cruiser

" Aurora " landed in a boat at Susa-niiira,

Yamaguchi prefecture, at 9 o'clock on

Sunday night. It was then reported that

Admiral Rohjestvensky had removed his

flag from the "Suvaroff" to the

"Aurora," and It was concluded that

the Admiral had gone down with his ship.

«
,

Authoritative news has reached Tokyo

that the battleship " Sissol Vellky " *U
sunk on Sunday In the course of the

fighting.

A Tokyo dispatch to the A*a*i says

that the battleship " Kniaz Suvaroff " has
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Russian Vessels captured in the Naval Battle.

The Battleship "Oral" 13 516 tons', captured by the Japanese and taken to Maizurn.

The Battleship " Imperator Hicolai L" 9.700 tons, the flagship of Admiral Nebotratoff Tbii Vessel wax captured

by the Japanese and taken to Saseho.
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been sunk, and Admiral Rohjestvensky,
white drifting about on another vessel,

has been captured. He Is severely

wounded In tho arm. The Osaka Shimpo.
which first reported that Admiral Rohjest-
vensky was among the prisoners, now
states that the report Is confirmed.

The MoJl correspondent of the Mai-
nirhi sends the following report, received

at Kokura from Takeshlkl (Tsushima)
on Sunday :

—
The Russian squadron consisted of

twenty-two ships. When It had passed
oath-east of Kanzaki (Tsushima) at
about ton in the morning, all the land
batteries opened a heavy fire, which
seemed to throw the rquadron ln"> some
disorder. The fleet's course was altered,
and It then (shortly after 2 p.m.) en-
countered the Japanese squadron near
Oklnoshinia. This was the flrbt en-
counter with the Japanese vessels and
fighting at once ensued. At 5.30 tn the
afternoon the Russians were In complete
disorder, and began to steam northwards,
pursued by the Japanese.

two squadrons were seen engaged In hot

fighting near Okinoshlma, where the
" Hitachi-mam " was sunk. The heavy

smoke of the artillery lay like a pall

over the sea, and this prevented the pass-

ing steamer from counting the number
of ships engaged, although eight could

be clearly si en.

The master of a steamer which arrived

at Moji from Fusan on Sunday evening

reports that the sea was covered with a

dense fog early in the morning, although

a hard westerly wind was blowing at the

time. On the Genkai Nada it was misty,

but not sufficiently dense to Interfere

with navigation. At two in the afternoon

A Tokyo dispatch gives an account of

the fighting supplied by the boatswain of

the special service vessel " Katnschatka."

who arrived a! the Dairl prisoners' depot,

near Moji. on Monday. The boatswain

says the ttumbef of Russian vessels en-

gaged In the light was thirty-six. Shortly

after the commencement the - Kani-

i schatka" wa* almost disabled, ami Bully
' a shell struck her in a vital part. At

5 o'clock on Sunday atlcrnoon the

, steamer san!%, a few minutes after 5<» of

her crew had left In a boat. Early In the

light the captain of the "

was klllei. two
and two jumped overboard. Three

perished with the steamer, so It must lie

presumed that many of the crew lost their

lives when the steamer sank. The boat-

swain says he saw three battleships sur-

rounded by the Japanese, and they were

so heavily damaged that It seemed to him

they

A telegram to the Mainicfii from Etsu,
Iwaml. says the Russian special-service

boat " Irtish." which put In at Tono-mura
either on Saturday or Sunday heavily

damaged, had on board a crew of 246 men.
Officers and men are quartered In the

local school-house. There are 19 officers.

Thirty-two men were wounded, while nine
succumbed to their wounds either before

or after landing The " Irtish " sank on
Monday morning.

An interns! ing story comes from MoJl.

It Is Mated that the Captain of tho
" Nakbimoff," who is among the prisoners

taken, jumped overboard, shortly before

his Hml foundered, with a large trunk.

He was rescued by a n-lnrman after

drifting tn the water for oxer six hours.

The Taotal of Shanghai has officially

informed Mr. Otagirl, the Japanese Consul

at that port, that the six Russian trans-

ports at Woosung have lowered their

national flag. The Commissioner of

Customs has been Instructed to move the

vessels to a different anchorage, and to

obtain affirmation from ouch member of

the crews not to leave their vessels and
to dismantle the ships, the arms, Ac,
and parts of the engines to be stored at

Thursday, June 1st.

ARBITER'S dispatch dated May 29th

reads :
—

Tho Japanese victory in the Korea

Straits has been received with general

satisfaction In London and Is regarded as

Improving the prospects of

Another message of the 30th is as fol-

lows :
—

The newspapers are unanimous in de-

claring that Togo's triumph challenges

the greatest victories of Nelson, Including

that of Trafalgar, and forms the sixteenth

decisive battle in the history of the world.

Reuter's corespondent at St. Petersburg

wires that on Monday the public were still

Ignorant of the great disaster which had

been inflicted ou the Russian Navy.

In the evening a semiofficial news

agency issued a telegram purporting to

come from Shanghai, stating that seven

Japanese war-ships, Including two battle-

ships, had been sunk, the Russians at the

same time losing in the encounter four

of iheir vessels.

On the strength of this the newsboys

surrounded the theatres and music-halls

about midnight, shouting as their occu-

pants dispersed. "Great Russian Victory,"

the papers being

A telegram to the Chronicle dated Lon-

don. May 31st, reads :
—

Commenting upon the result of the

recent battle, the Timet says thai Russia

has ceased to exiBt as a naval Power. The
benevolent neutrality of France lured

Rohjestvensky to his doom. For the

Tsar to persevere further In the war will

risk Russia's position In Europe as well

as In the Far East.

The Horning Post says it remains lor

Russia to accept promptly whatever terms

are offered.

The Telegraph expresses the confident

hope that the late epoch-making battle

may end the war. Great Britain con-

gratulates her ally on her magnificent

victory.

The Temps. In a weighty article, urges

the Tsar to bow to the Inevitable and end

the contest.

The Xational Xeitung expresses the

opinion that Admiral Togo, the sailor

hero, adds one more link to a brilliant

chain of successes tho greatest that for-

tune could bestow.

In Vienna the Press ranks the victory

with (hat over the Spanish Armada, the

battles of the Nile and Trafalgar.

The New York Post hopes " the great

victor will preach moderation."

Finally, Admiral Dewey says :
—" I see

no result from such a defeat but the end

THE BATTLE IN TSUSHIMA
BTBAITS.

ADMIRAL TOGO'S GRAPHIC
RETORT.

riTIABLE COSPITIOX OF KIT88»AN

BUBvnroits.

Perhaps the most Important and in-

teresting of all the dispatches already

published or likely to be published re-

garding the great victory off Tsushima la

Admiral Togo's fourth and fifth reports,

which were received by the Naval Staff

on Tuesday afternoon and published

yesterday. In the fourth dispatch the

Commander-in Chief says :
—

" The naval fighting which took place

between Oklnoshlma and Ul-leung Islands

from the afternoon of May 27th to the

following day Is designated the
1 Ja

Sea Naval Battle.""

Admiral Togo's fifth dispatch, also re-

ceived on Tuesday afternoon, is to the

following effect :
—

" As already telegraphed, on the after-

noon of the 28th May (Sunday) the greater

part of the Combined Fleet surrounded

the main force of what remained of the

In the vicinity of the
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Rock, and this force surrendered. The
attack was suspended, and measure*

were being taken, at about 3 in the after-

noon, to dispose of (be surrendered ships,

when the 1 Admiral Ousbakoff

'

sighted to the south-west steaming

wards. The crulsjrs ' Iwate 1 and ' Ya-

kumo" Immediately gave chase and in-

vited her to surrender, but she refused,

whereupon she was sunk, thouxb with

reluctance on our part, shortly after 6

o'clock. Over three hundred survivors

of the crew were rescued.

" At a! out 5 pm. the nmltrl Donskoi '

was observed steaming to the north-west.

The fourth division of our Fleet and the

second destroyer division gave chase, and

having overtaken tier opened a severe fire,

which was continued until sunset. It

was observed that sre dl 1 tot sink, and

daring the darkness the destroyer divi-

sion continued the Mt.iek. but with un-

certain results. Next morning f jut h ) the

destroyer division discovered the cruiser

ajiroi.nd on the south-cast coast of Ul-

leung Island. The desiroyers, in con-

junction with the cruiser 1 Kasuga.' are follows :

—

now trtUIng measures for the disposal of

this vessel.

•• Lnte in the afternoon of the 2Sth the

destrover ' Sazannmi ' captured the de-

ntroyer ' Bledovy ' souih of ll-leung. On
this vessel were Yice-Admiral Rohjest-

vcnf'ty and Rear-Admiral Eno.uist with

their staffs, numbering over eighty of- p|y]g CRI'ISERS
titers In all. Both Admirals were severely

wounded. The officers bnd transferred

themselves to the destroyer from the
' Kniaz Suvaroff.' t:;e flagship of Admiral

Rohjestvensky. which was sunk. They

were all taken prisoner. [Later Admiral

Togo states that Admiral Enquist's name
was included by an error.]

"Reports have been received that the

* Ohitose.' steaming northwards on the

morning of the 28tb. discovered a Russian

destroyer and sank It ; and that the gun-

boat ' Niitaka ' and the destroyer ' Mura-

kumo.' about noon the same day, near

Chikuhen Bay. damaged another de-
i

stroyer. which stranded.

" According to reports so far to hand

and the statements cf prisoners, the ves-

sels sunk in the fighting of the 27th and

28:h are the battleships ' Kniaz Suvaroff.'

* Alexander III.,' and ' Borodino '
; the

cruisers ' Dmitri Donskoi,' ' Admiral

Nakhlmoff.' ' Vladimir Monomakh ' and
* Zemrchug 1

; the Ironclad ' Admiral

Oushakoff.' and another armoured cruiser

and two destroyers. The ships captured

are the battleships ' Nieolal I.' and ' Orel.'

the Ironclad ' Apraksin ' and ' Seniavin,'

and the destroyer ' Blcdovy.'

" According to the statements of pri-

soners, the battleship 'Osllabya' foun-

dered at about three on the afternoon of

the 27lh, in consequence of the damage
she had received In bettb\ and the battle-

ship ' Navarin 1

is also sunk.

"It Is reported that the third division

of our Fleet, towards sunset on the 27th,

sighted the cruiser ' Almaz ' and noted

that she was In a sinking condition. This

report Is not confirmed. Investigations will

be made as to the fate of this vessel and
the result wll be reported,

and the Ironclad coast-defence ships
' General Admiral Apraksin ' and ' Ad-
miral Seniavin,' to perform the following

acts :

—

" 1.—Admiral Nebogatoff may be al-

lowed to draw up a report on the flgiit-

ing and supply a list of officers and men
wounded and taken prisoner, and forward

his Majesty the

the result of

on the 27th by

boat Hot Ilia*.

" No precise reports of the damage

sustained by the vessels of our fleet have

been received, hot none of the ships, as

far as 1 am aware, are heavily damaged,

and all are engaged ir their duty. While

we have had no time to investigate our the report and list to

casualties in detail, the losses of the first Tsar of Russia,

division of the fleet are about four hun-

dred in killed anil wounded.
" His Imperial Highness Prince Yorlhlto

(Htsasbl-Fushinil) is safe and untouched.

Admirai Mlsu was slightly Injured during

the lighting of the 27th.

"The sinking of the battleships

' Osliabya ' and ' Navarin ' is considered

beyond doubt."

" 2 —The officers taken from the four

ships mentioned may be allowed to re-

turn home on making an afflrmction."

A note added by the Naval Staff to this

During Ttinday the Ministers of State
and Elder Statesmen visited the Imperial
Palace end offered their congratulations

to bis Majesty for the signal victory of

the Japanese The German Minister,

Count Arco-Valley, also visited the Palace
with a like purpose.

"Authentic reports have been received

that the battleship ' Sissol Yellky 1 was

sunk on the morning oi the jsth. Hence

the total losses of the Russians are as

BUNK.
SIX BATTLESHIPS—

Kniaz Suvaroff.
Alexander III.

Borodino.
Osllabya
Sissoi Veliky.
Navarin.

Admiral Nakhimoff.
Dmitri Donskoi.
Vladimir Monomakh.
Svletlana.
Zomtchng.

ONE IRONCLAD—
Admiral Oushakoff.

TWO SPECIAL SERVICE BOATS—
Kamscbatka.
Irtish.

THREE DESTROYERS

CAPTURED.
TWO BATTLESHIPS—

Orel,

Nirolai I.

TWO IRONCLADS—
General Admiral Apraksin.
Admiral Seniavin.

ONE DESTROYER—
Bledovy.

" In all 17 shins were stink and 5 rap-

tured, having an aggregate tonnage of

153.411. Besides the above, the cruiser

• Almaz ' is supposed to have been sunk.

"The prisoners taken number a little

over 3,000. Including Vice-Admlral

Hoh'estvensky and Rear-Admiral En-

qulst."

| The reported capture of Kcar-Admlral
Ennuist proved later to be incorrect. He
suci ceded In escaping to Manila.)

It will be rememlered that at the be-

ginning of the engagement two Russian

hospital ships were reported to have been

captured. These vessels were the hospital

ships " Orel " and " Kostroma." and

regarding them Admiral Togo reports as

follows :
—

" The two hospital ships which appeared

in the Korean Channel on May 27th with

the Russian squadron, being susperted

of Infringing the regulations of The
Hague Convention, and In order also

that they should not obstruct the naval

operations, were temporarily detained

and sent on to Saseho."

In a dispatch date! the 3oth ult„ the

Commander-in-Chief says :
—

"The crews of the captured Russian

ships which were sent on to Saseho were

all landed by the evening of the SOU
(three days later). The vessel* hare

been declared the property of the Im-

perial Navy.
" Admiral Rohjestvensky has been

placed In the Naval Hospital.

" In my last report the name of Ad-

miral Enquist was mentioned among the

prisoners taken from the destroyer
' Biedovy.' but this should not be so

It arose from a mistake of the wireless

telegraphy."

The Navy Department hi

following bulletin :
—

"The damage suffered by the Japanese

Fleet In the recent battle was but small.

None of the vessels excepting torpedo-

boats were lost. Three of

sunk."

the

the

Admiral Viscount lto. Chief of

Ccneral Naval Staff, acting

command of his Majesty th

has forwarded Ihe following message to

Admiral Togo :
—

" His Majesty the Emperor authorises

Togo Helbachlro, Commander-in-Chief

of the Combined Fleet, to allow Admiral

Nebogatoff and other Russian officers who
surrendered themselves wilh the battle-

NieolaJ V and 'Orel'

In his latest report Admiral Togo

states that three torpedo-boats were sunk

by Rus-lan lire during the night attack

on Saturday. Most of the crews were

rescued by sister boats. The damage to

vessels of heavier type (including de-

stroyers) was slight, and their navigat-

ing and fighting powers were in no way

interfered with. According to the re-

port* so far received the casualties do

not excfel 800. Every vessel of the

Fleet was engaged.

According to the Mainicht, about 130

Including Admiral
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and the captured Russian
battleship " Orel " arrived at Maltuni on
Tuesday. The principal damage to the
" Orel " consists of two large holes In the
hull forward and one hole amidships near
the engine-room. The ship has the ap-
pearance of having been very rough!,-
knocked about.

Referring to the capture of the
" Nakhlmoff." afterwards sunk, an A*ahi
telegram says that at daylight on Sun-
Jay the fifth destroyer flotilla left
its rendezvous to resume the fight-
ing, when it encountered the " Nakhl-
moff " on its way. The flotilla took
up its position to torpedo the vessel,
when many of the crew jumped over-
board, and others struck the flag, offering
to surrender. The flotilla did not fire,

but proceeded to rescue the men In the
water. Lieutenant Sakai commanded a
boarding party and boarded the " Nak-
hlmoff," hoisting a Japanese flag and
sending away the crew. The command-
ing officer refused to leave, saying ho
would meet tho same fate as his ship,

The " Monomakh " was also found by
this flotilla and soon struck her flag and
surrendered. She afterwards sank.

When the flrBt destroyer attack was
made on the Russian fleet, the flagship,

followed by the other vessels, used the

searchlight and repulsed the attack, but

at the same lime betrayed their posi-

wounded, and one severely. Half the

number were attired only In undershlrta
and drawers, and had no covering to their

feet. They had been In the water from
5 p.m. on Sunday till late on Monday
morning, when they were picked up by
a Japanese torpedo-boat near Mlsnlma,
an Island off Choshu Thirty-five of the
" Aurora's " crew—including one officer

—

who landed on the Yamaguchi coast on
Monday, were sent to Dairl on Tuesday.
During that day the bodies of 170 Rus-
sian sailors were washed ashore near
Tsuchldamura. Shlmane prefecture. The
"Admiral Nakhimoff " has had an his-

torical connection with Japan. When the

present Tsar, then the Tsesarevltch,

visited Japan In INI, he came on board
(the "Nakhlmoff," and this m-fatej
cruiser has been In Japanese ports several

times as the flagship of the Russian
Asiatic Squadron.

sailors realise we have no chance, being
hopelessly outnumbered. Our fate la,

indeed, certain. Would that the sacrifice
of our lives might bring rest to Russia
"It's voluntary suicide" has become an
everyday saying In the Fleet

GRAPHIC ACCOUNT OF THE
BATTLE.

The MoJI correspondent of the Asahi
sends the following account of the fight-

ing aa eiven by Captain Rojinoff. of the
cruiser " Nakhlmoff," who Is now at tho
Dairl prisoners" depot :

—

" While passing through the Tsushima
Straits at about six on the morning of
the 27th. the Baltic Squadron unexpec-
tedly encountered the Japanese Fleet,

and fighting ensued. At about 7.30

o'clock the 'Nakhlmoff' sunk, following
a violent explosion, which was probably
the result of a torpedo attack. The total

complement of the ship was 600. and
most of the crew were either killed In

the fighting or drowned later. A num-
ber saved their lives by using the boats
or lifebelts. I left the ship In a steam-
launch, and was drifting about until 10

o'clock on the following morning, when
we were rescued by a Japanese flshlng-

boat. Just at this time an officer, the
Commander of the 'Nakhlmoff,' was
seen struggling in the water clinging to

a lifebuoy, and he was also picked up
by the fishermen. The steam-launch was
so badly damaged that It was unservice-
able, so I sent It adrift. I owe my life

to the kindness of the

A London telegram Jo the Atahi states

that the result of the batlle has always
been anticipated by those who were tool-

headed and thoroughly informed of tho

situation, but the news of the almost total

destruction of the Russian armada was
quite unexpected. The public confidence

In Admiral Togo never wavered, and the

result has demonstrated that It was well-

founded. It is generally believed that

the present success of the Japanese will

undoubtedly bring alwut ultimate victory

for Japan. The evening papers eulogise

in the highest terms the success of Japan
throughout the campaign. Sympathy I*

expressed with Admiral RonJest vensky.

who is regarded as having shown greater

ability as a seaman than was expected.

The Captain and tie First-Ueutenant
of the " Nakhlmoff " arrived at MoJI on
Tuesday. They were very poorly cla.l.

wearing only the meanest of fishermen's
clothing. At Dairl quarantine station
they were supplied with the uniform of

Japanese invalids. Survivors of the
" Kamschatka's " crew arrived at Dairl

the same day. consisting of e petty of-

md SO men. Ten were slightly

Readers will remember the report re-

cently circulated that Admiral Rohjest-

vensky had telegraphed a theatri-

cal message to St. Petersburg to the fol-

lowing effect :
—

" If I am beaten, Togo
will tell. If 1 beat him I will announce

It to you." As might have been expected,

the authorities In St. Petersburg deny-

that they ever received such a bombastic

message. Another story was circulated

that Rohjestvensky sailed from Madagas-
car before the arrival of Nebogatoff be-

cause the delay was affecting the nerves

of his men. This is not Improbable and
seems to be borne out by a private letter

of an officer holding high command on

the battleship " Knlax Suvaroff." which
reached St. Petersburg last month. This
officer said, in melancholy anticipation of

what has subsequently occurred :

—

This terrible Inactivity is affecting
everybody. We feel isolated. The men
ask one another how long it will be be-

fore we come into touch with the enemy,
We officers can only pray that the time
may not be long delayed. Death by
drowning is preferahle to this fearfui
suspense. Would that fate permitted us
to die In Russian waters ! . . . I feel a
presentiment that I shall never see dear
St. Petersburg again. We have all deter-

The Atahi publishes the following tele-

graphic acrount of the battle t—
At MO on Saturday morning a wireless

telegraphic message reached the place of
rendezvous of the Japanese Fleet, and
the order " Be ready to leave " was at
once signalled from the flagship The
whole fleet then slowly advanced In a
north-easterly direction, but the wind was
freshening, and whon Tsushima was
sighted the torpedo-boat flotillas were un-
able to proceed with the fleet In the rough
sea and thev took shelter at a Tsushima
port. When the third division was
abreast of Takeshikl. the advance of the
Russians could be distinguished. Shortly
before midday the fleet received a wire-
less report that the Russians were ,.assing

through the east waterway. The Ja -anese
then altered their course to the south, and
at about one In the afternoon Oklno' Mr.ia
was sighted. Here the thlrJ divl«lon
joined the main force. The fir-' -t:nl

second divisions, with their destroyer
flotillas, then altered their course 10 the
we«t, while the third an,l fourth divi Ion*,
with destroyers, bore to the eaM.
During these preparations, the flagship

of rhe Russians hove in sight to the -oirii.

It was then a quarter to two n' I
> !. Tin

Russian squadron was steaming in a
double line of tremendous length. :•«• end
of which could not be seen.

A deep boom told that the fteht to
which at least one side had been looking
forward for so long had commenced The
Russians had opened lire and their ad-
versaries were not slow In region ling.

Gradually the firing increased In severity,
, and in the meantime the Ja*>:in< •

stioyer flotillas had taken their po ttim
on the starboard of the main firce.

•lowly but surely pressing the »t»e-ny
towards the coast of Kyushu. Finding
that they were being thus driven, (he
Russians quickly altered their course to
the eastward. No sooner h« 1 this move
taken place than the Japanese i>>ani;ei|

their course to the north, the " Mlka.a,"
which up to that time had been leading,
taking the rear, while the " Kasuga

"

now headed the squadron
Both sides were firing incessantly, but

i! was apparent that the Japanese had
the advantage, and It may he pre--um nd
that a mighty cheer went up when a H \<-

slan battleship of the "Borodino" tyoo
was seen to burst into flames. This no
doubt disconcerted the Russians. ,t

- It

encouraged the Japanese, for shortly :, ft or-

wards the former changed their course
again, this time to the west. The Japao-
ese followed, the second division ronren-
tratlng their fire upon the ve**e! which
was in flames. The first division steamed
with all speed abreast of the enemy,
pouring In a severe fire, while the «erond
division veered round to the flank, thus
almost completely surrounding the
armada. There was now no hope of es-

cape on the part of the Russian*, who
were compelled to fight, and were at-

tacked from all directions. It was In tho
middle of the afternoon that this clever
tactical move was performed, and the
position of the two fleets remained about

mined to sell our lives dearly. But the same throughout the night
Makbaroff'B fate i B ours, we feel assured.
The worst thought is the loss to our Tsar
and to Russia of so many young lives

—

naval officers, indeed, in name, but truly
only In the making. My heart bleeds for
the parents of those glorified schoolboys.
If we were as strong as the Japanese. It

would be different, but eten the common

Before nightfall the order was riven
to sink the ship which was on fire. Bver
ready. the fifth destroyer flotilla dash?rt
out. signalling at the same time n mes-
sage to the second division, which was
concentrating its fire on the burning ves-
sel, to this effect, "We will ghe the
finishing stroke." As they approached a
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murderous fire was poured upon them,

but they stuck gallantly to their task anJ

made a series of successful attacks.

During these attack* the enemy's Are

only succeeded In doing damage to the

destroyer ' S Iranuhi," a shell striking

the lore discharge tube while another

damaged the fore part of the vessel.

None of the other destroyers were hurt,

but they succeeded In sinking the burning

ship.
Meanwhile the Japanese were continu-

ing rn gain the upper hand. The Russians

were evidently at a loss as to what their

next mamriivie should be— they showed

unmistakable signs or confusion—and the

approach of darkness and with It the In-

creased determination of the Japanese

marie confusion worse confounded. I",

was Impossible to tell In the din and the

clouds of smoke exactly what damage bad

been done The Japanese fifth destroyer

flotilla had sent the " Horodlno " to the

bottom, and while the Japanese vessel*

were all still In fighting trim many of liie

Russians were undoubtedly hofl de

com bat.

When the fighting was at Its height the

signal was received that a black object

was observed among the Russian vessel* ;

U had the appearance of possibly being a
,

Eiibmirlne: the flotilla was commanded

to a: tack It. Out darted the " torpedoers
"

again. There was the black object, but

It did not move. Stealthily the little cratt

advanced and there was grim humour in

the discovery that it was no submarine—

at lean not a regulation submarine—only

a Russian vessel bottom upwards, with

twenty or thirty wretched men clinging to

It, beseeching for mercy and rescue. Un-

happily theie was no time for rescuing as

fighting was still In progress, and the men
had to be left to their fate.

Filing was suspended at sunset, but

torpedo attacks were made during the

night as planned, the flotilla forming Into

two sections. The enemy's searchlights

prevented the success of the two initial

uttacks, but the third expedition was suc-

cessful and a vessel supposed to be the

"Orel" was put out of the fighting line,

while others were baily damaged as the

result of the continued attacks throughout

the night, the Russians never al tempting

tc send out their destroyers under cover

or the darkness.

When, at daybreak, the Russians at-

tempted to steer their course north-west-

ward the Japanese pressed hard ahead,

treating their enemy very much as a cat

would treat a mouse, being determined

that not a single ship should escape from

their clutches. Fighting was resumed at

about 9 a m., and firing was continued, on

and off. throughout the day. The Rus-

sians were asaln heavily damaged and

rheers between the firing indicated that

another white flag hail been hoisted or

that one
" finished.'

JAPANESE NAVAL LOSSES

LAST YEAR.

OFFICIAL ADMISSIONS

The following losses sustained by the

Japanese Navy, which have been withheld

from the public, are now officially an-

nounced :—
The battleship " Yashtma " :—Struck a

mine ami sunk on May l.'.th, 19m, while
engag.nl in the blockade of Fort Arthur.
The destroyer " Akatsukl :—Met with

the same fate on the night of May 17th
iy>4.

The gunboat '• Oshlma "
:—Came Into

collision with a sister boat while cruising
in the Mantling Bay on the night of May
ISth, I'jul, working In co-operation with
the Army.
The destroyer " Hayatorl :—Struck a

mine on the night of September 3rd, 19u4.

while engaged In the blockade of Fori
Arthur.
The gunhoat " At ago • :— Struck a sun-

ken rock In the Pechill Straits while en-
gaged in the same duty on November
tth, 1901.

The cruiser " Takasago" :—Struck a
mine and sunk on the night or December
12th. 19IH. while engaged In the blockade
of Port Arthur.

VLADIVOSTOK RAID

maru " discovered the " Ogaml." and

round one seaman still on board. The
vessel was taken to Syongjln. In Korea,

by the steamer - Talsel-maru." and the

sailor found on the " Ogaml " arrived at

a on Tuesday.

Recently Reuter s agency forwarded a
Rusian report ihat two Japanese sailing

vessels were sunk by Vladivostok torpedo-

boats- One of the unfortunate vessels

was (he " Yawata-maru." but the other

unknown. This now proves to be the
" Ogaml-niaru," owned by Klnosuita

Chujiro of Shozushtma.

According to a TakamaUu dispatch, the
" Ogaml-maru " left Miogasekl. Shlmane
prefecture, for Otaru, and encountering

the turpedo-boals. together with the
" Yawata-maru," was boarded by the

Russians. The cargo of rice and the crew

(eight In all) or 'ho " Ogaml " were taken

aboard the torpedo-boats, which left the

vessel to drift.

A few days ago the steamer " Toto-

TIIE SEIZURE OF A BRITISH

STEAMER.

According to a Nagoya dispatch, the

British steamer " Oldhamla," which 1*

reported to have been seize.) by the Rus-

sians near Formosa, left New York on

March 27th for Yokkaichl with a cargo

of 1.-|'\"iiii cases of kerospne oil consigned

to the Masuda Shoten of Nagoya. She

was expected to arrive at Yokkaichl

on Saturday or Sunday last.

DAMAGED VESSELS AT
SHANGHAI.

A Shanghai telegram to the Chronicle,

dated the .Huh May. reads :
—

The Russian vessels " Korea " and

"Subir" have arrived at Shanghai. It

is evident from their condition that they

have been in the fight The damage re-

ceived by them, however, is compa-
ttvely slight. They have hauled down
their Hags and will doubtless be interned.

SEARCH OF A BRITISH VESSEL

A Shanghai dispatch to the AtaM states

that the British steamer " Samson " was

examined by the Russian armed cruiser

" Petersburg " in the vicinity of Saddle

Island at about 5 o'clock on Sunday after-

noon.

The "St. Petersburg" was the

which made so many searches of British

and other vessels In the Red Sea.

JAPANESE SUBMARINES.

The Tokyo Amhi says that the Japan-

ese Navy in the present battle satisfac-

torily availed itself of the submarine

boat, the efficacy of which had never been

tested since Its Invention, and has as-

certained that the boat Is a terribly effec-

tive

Fri'tai/. June 2nd.

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama
reached the Imperial Headquarter, on

Wednesday afternoon stating that the

situation at the front remains unchanged

On the 30th April the Tsar Issued a re-

script appointing General Gripenterg a

member or the Council of the Empire,

which indicates that although the Gene-

ral returned to St- Petersburg practically

in disgrace after the disastrous battle of

Helkotai he has evidently succeeded In

regaining the Tsar's good graces. If they

were ever lost. Grlpcnberg Is of German

extraction, and was born in 1838. He

entered the army In 1S.VJ, and in the fol-

lowing year received his first commission.

As a Junior lieutenant he served in the

Crimea, In he took part in the re-

pression of the Polish Insurrection, and

four years later, with the rank of Major,

distinguished hlmseir in Turkestan. In

the RujsoTurklsh War he commanded
the Moscow Life Guards. From 1883 to

1S89 he commanded the First Brigade

or the First Guards Division, and from

1889 to 1897 the whole of the First

Division itself. In 1902 he was

given charge of the Sixth Army Corps

and appointed to the military command

at VHna. where he was the trusted col-

league of the Minister of the Interior,

Prince Svlatopolk-Mlrsky.

•

A Reuter's dispatch dated London. Mir

?,lst, reads :
—

The St. Petersburg Bourse Oaielle says

that the battle of Tsushima Straits ha*

decided the Issue of the war, and openei

new ways for the current* of history.

Digitized by Google



Google



. - « • ••••



June 2nd. 1906.) DIARY OF THK KUSSCM APANKSE WAR. 239

The hopes that the battle may result

In peace are strengthened by the earnest

advocacy In favour of peace of the French

newspapers.

The markets are buoyant as a result on but this still remains In Joubt. [As we

the battle, and Japanese bonds are still are now aware, the " Almaz " escaped and

rising. They have gone up five points has arrived at Vladivostok.)

"From this and previous reports It

will be seen that eight battleships, three

armoured cruisers, and three Ironclads,

which formed the main force of the

, were either sunk or captured,

of the second-class cruisers and

smaller vessels, the limbs of the Russian

squadron, were destroyed. This fighting

has therefore resulted In the virtual de-

struction of the Russian armada.
" As for the damage to our fleet, no

more than three torpedo-boats have been

lost. From the reports to hand since

my last dispatch it is ascertained that in

the night attacks torpedo-boats Nos. 34.

36, and 69 were sunk by the Russian
INTERESTING INCIDENTS.

THE BATTLE OF THE JAPAN
SEA.

ADMIRAL FOLKERSAHM REPORTED
KILLED.

FURTHER REPORTS FROM
ADMIRAL TOGO.

The most Interesting news received yes-

terday was the announcement of the

arrival of the cruiser " Almaz " at Vladi-

vostok, the only vessel of a large fleet to

reach this goal. Admiral Togo's dis-

patches throw further light upon the for-

tunes of the battle, and one or two Rus-

sian accounts are printed which allege

that the Japanese lost a lSattleshlp and

other vessels. Admiral Togo, however,

says that only three torpedo boats were

lost, and that with this exception not a

single vessel of thi

Admiral Togo gives some further par-

ticular of the fighting In a dispatch

which reached Tokyo on Wednesday aud

was published yesterday. He says :
—

" According to reports continually ar-

riving from the various divisions of the

Fleet, It has been ascertained without

doubt that the battleship 'Osllabya' was

seriously damaged at the commencement

of the fight on May 27tb. She then left

the fighting line and sank shortly after

3 o'clock. The battleship 1 Sisaoi Veloky

'

and the cruisers 'Admiral Nakhlmoff

'

and • Admiral Monomakh 1 were all badly

shattered during the day fighting, and at

night suffered heavily from the destroyer

and torpedo-boat attacks, being quite un-

fit for further navigation or fighting.

Then they drifted to the vicinity of

Tsushima, where they were discovers!

by the armed cruisers ' Shinano-maru.'
' Yawatamaru.' ' Sendal-maru.' and the

'Sado-maru.' These vessels took mea-

sures for the capture of the war-ships, but

they soon sank, and the survivors of

the crews, about 915 officers and men,

wore taken aboard the war-ships and are

now lodged ashore. It has also been as-

certained from survivors that the battle-

ship ' Navarln ' was sunk in the torpedo

attack on the night of the 27th.

" A report has been received from the

commanding officer of the 'Niltaka' stat-

ing that the 'Niltaka' and ' Otawa ' dis-

covered and sank the cruiser ' Svletlana '

near Chlkuhcn Bay. Korea, on Sunday.

Two more cruisers, the ' Aurora " and
' Almaz,' were most likely sunk In the

torpedo attack of Saturday night. In

my last dispatch the ' Zemtchug ' was
counted among the Russian vessels sunk,

by other vesseU of the flotillas The
damage to destroyers and larger war-

ships 1b unexpectedly small, and (.very

vessel Is fully serviceable. We expected

heavy casualties In loss of men. but the

losses are very much smaller than were

anticipated, as far as Is known not ex-

ceeding 800. The list of casualties will

be telegraphed as reports are received,

In order that the anxiety of relatives of

seamen may be relieved without delay.

" Ln this lighting almost the whole

fleet of either side was engaged, the

battle being of tremendous magnitude.

The area of the battle was very exten-

sive. It was misty during the fight, and

the range of vision did not exceed twelve

miles, which prevented me from keeping

actual watch on the position of all my
divisions. The fighting extended over

two days and a night, (he divisions be-

came dispersed In the pursuit of the

enemy, and some of the divisions are

still engaged in their after-duties. Under

these circumstances It will be Impossible

for me to forward a comprehensive re-

port of the fighting for some days to

" According to statements of the sur-

vivors of the 'Osllabya' the battleship

In the conning tower at the

of the fighting on the

27th. and Admiral Folkersabm was

killed. Subsequently she received a con-

centrated fire, and sank among her

squadron shortly after 2 o'clock ln the

afternoon. According to statements of

the survivors of the ' Donskoi.' they ob-

served two Russian destroyers sink in

the course of the day Bunting on the

27th. If this is true, five Russian de-

stroyers have been sunk In all."

A note Is added by the Naval Staff to

the effect that, according to a report re-

ceived, an official announcement has been

made In St. Petersburg that the de-

stroyer ' Buiny ' with Admiral Robjest-

vensky on board had reached Vladivostok.

(This news has sit.ee proved to be

incorrect!

Admiral Mlsu. who was wounded In the

recent fighting, received a contusion over

the left eye. which has caused the eyeball

to swell and weaken the vision. It is

hoped, however, that the Admiral will not

lose his sight.

Admiral Rohjestvensky i« said to be

wounded In the head, the fore-part of the

skull being crushed.

A further dispatch from Admiral Togo,

received at the Imperial Headquarters
on Wednesday night, says :

—

" According to the report of the com-
manding officer of the cruiser ' Kastica.'

which returned and Joined the fleet this

afternoon with the survivors from -he
' Dmitri Donskoi.' the cruller abandoned
pumping operations on the morning of

the 29th (Monday) and' was allowed to

sink, the crew landing at Ul-leung Is-

land. Among the survivors are men
picked up from the " Osllabya " and the

destroyer " Rulny." It appears that on
the afternoon of the 27th (Saturday).

Admiral Rohjestvensky. finding bis flag-

ship sinking, went on board the " Bulny.

"

About this time the destroyer was
struck by one of our shotB. About 200

of the crew of the " Osllabya " had strug-

gled on hoard, so that she became over-

loaded, and Admiral Rohjesvensky and his

staff wer? transhipped to the destroyer
" Bledovy." The " Bulny

northwards and met the '

Sunday morning. The crews

removed to the ' Donskoi.' and the de-

stroyer was sunk.

The Russian service vessel "Korea 1*

arrived at Woosung on Wednesday morn-

ing from the scene of the battle. The

story told by the officers of the

is to the effect that the vesw

orders to proceed to Vladivostok with the

squadron, and with other transports

steamed between the lines of the battle-

ships and cruisers. When the battle

opened, the Captain of the " Korea." con-

sidering his position dangerous, derided

to take a safer course. The six-Inch guna

of the Japanese were playing continuously

from the rear, and soon the boats and

deck-work of the transport were being

knocked to pieces. Rohjestvensky on the

" Suvaroff " was ln the van of the fleet,

while Nebogatoff commanded the right

wing and Folkersahm tho left, these squa-

drons being followed by a destroyer

flotilla which were being used as dispatch-

boats. Togo's torpedo-boat flotilla, con-

sisting of from forty to sixty vessels,

steamed against the Russians at high

speed. A line of Japanese battleships

opened fire with twelve-Inch guns at a

range of about three and a half miles,

while the torpedo-boats dashed about like

lightning, discharging their torpedoes in

rapid succession. Most of these, however,

were checked by the Russian nets In

the course of the fighting the Russian

fleet poured three heavy rounds of

shrapnel Into Togo's division, BOBpalling
the latter to retreat for a time. Mean-

while Nebogatoffs squadron was suffer,

ing heavily, and Rohjestvensky went to

his assistance and drove the Japanese

away. Japanese ships soon surrounded

Rohjestvensky's flagship, and sent her lo

the bottom ln a few minutes, the Admiral

taking a destroyer and raising his flag on

the " Aurora. " He then went into tho

fight again. The heavy protected declt-
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work of the " Orel " was swept away.

This vessel wag surrounded by torpedo-

boats, but she steamed forward at her

highest speed and succeeded in sinking

five or six of her assailants. At this time

the " Korea " was compelled to leave, and

as she did so. It was seen that Folker-

sahm'a flagship was in the tolls. It was

believed the Admiral was dead.

As already reported, after arrival at

Woosung the " Korea " was ordered by

the Chinese Admiral to be dismantled.

The Russian transport " Subir " on

arrival at Shanghai also gave an account

of the flRhting. which was described as

being horrible. Kohjesivensky could be

seen on the bridge of the "Suvaroff"

directing operations. When the "Sublr"

left the Russian losses were two battle-

ships. The "Sublr's" crew say that the)

saw a Japanese battleship on Are which

afterwards sunk. A vessel of the type of

the " iNisshln " or " Kasuga " was at-

tacked by Russian torpedo-boats or autj-

marines and also sunk, while an officer ol

the " Sublr " affirms that a Japanese ves-

sel with three funnels was lost. When

the transport left the " Borodino " waa

still atloat, and Kobjestvenaky was head-

ing for the Japan Sea. The fighting w;u

hottest between 2 and 6 o'clock on the

27th.

According to a telegram from St. Peters-

burg, General Llnevltch reported on the

30th ultimo that the " Almax " arrived at

Vladivostok on that day. Her Captain re-

ported on the naval fighting, and stated

that the battleships " Knlaz Suvaroff."

" Borodino," and " Osllabya " were sunk,

and the "Orel" and "Alexander III."

damaged. Admiral Rohjestvensky was

wounded at the beginning of the fight and

had removed to another ship. The
' Kamschatka " appeared to be badly

damaged on the 27th. Fighting was re-

sumed after sunset, when the " Almaz "

left the squadron, and nothing further

was known. Attempts were made

by tbo Japanese to capture the cruiser,

but Rhe managed to break away. Her

casualties in the fighting were a Lieute-

nant and four men killed and ten men

wounded.

The " Almaz" Is a Bteel vessel with two

screws, and having a length of 363 feet

over all. Her protection consists of a

2.7-Inch belt ; 5-Inch shieldB over larger

guns ; double bottom and forty-four

watertight compartments. Her armament

is six 4.7-Inch guns, eight 1.8-inch, two

1.4-inch, and three machine

DETAILS OF CASUALTIES.

Prince Karl Anton, now returning to

Germany from this country, has sent a

telegram congratulating the Japanese Go-

vernment on thu naval victory.

IMPERIAL MESSAGES TO THE
FLEET.

published

« as

A rather amusing story is

Of the capture of a Russia

men under his command by

ese Beamen. On the 5th ulu. it appears

the steamer " Dalsbln-maru,' 700 tons,

•was stopped by a Russian torpedo-boat

outside a Hokkaido port. A sub-lieute-

nant and thirteen men boarded the

steamer, seined the master, who

removed to the torpedo-boat, and

headed the steamer for Vladivostok. For

some reason, however, the vessel went

near Gensan Instead of going to Vla-

divostok direct, and when near Gensan

a Japanese steamer came in sight The

Russians apparently mistook this vessel

for a Russian, while In reality the

stranger was heading to capture the

" Dalshin-maru," sct.'ng the Russian

flag. The seamen on th» latter saw the

position at once, suddenly overpowered

the prize crew, and took the steamer to

Gensan. and ihence to Saseiio. where she

arrived on the 28th ultimo.

ESCAPE OF A RUSSIAN

CRUISER.

One war-ship of the twenty whieli Ad-

miral Rohjestvensky hoped would reach

Vladivostok has accomplished that feau

This is the cruiser " Almaz." a UMcnot

vessel, launched In 1903, of 3.285 toisa.

"When built she was Intended for u«e a.s
|
a (dressed cordial

the yacht of the Viceroy of Russian China.
I logo.

On Tuesday his Majesty the

forwarded a Message of congratulation

to Admiral Togo in recognition of his

latest great achievement. The Message

reads as follows :—
" The Combined Fleet encountered the

enemy's Squadron In the Korean Straits,

fought gallantly for several days, and

at last destroyed the enemy and achieved

an unparallelled success. We are happy

to be able to face the souls of Our Im-

perial Founder and Ancestors on ac-

count of the loyalty and valour displayed

by you, officers and men. In Our opinion,

the end of the war is still far distant,

and yon are commanded to work with

Increased activity and energy and secure

the fruits of the war."

The following Imperial Message was

also gratm-d the same day to the Im-

perial Navy :—

*

" Our Navy well prepared its plans,

which have always been successfully

carried out. and by harmonious co-opcra-

tioti or the Staff at home and the forces

at the front has succeeded in destroying

the tnemy's squadron and has responded

to Our wishes. We profoundly ap-

preciate this distinguished service. You

are reiucsteJ to work harder than ever,

keeping In view ultimate success."

On the same day General Terauchl.

Minister for War. and Marshal Yama-

gata. Chief of the General Army Staff.

ssages to Admiral

The following list

suffered by the Ja

by Admiral Togo :—

Mlkasa
Asahl

Azuma
Asama
Iwate

Nisshln

Naniwa
Hashldate

Otowa
Nlitaka

Suma
Izuml

Chihaya
Usugumo
Ikazucht

Shtrakumo
1st torpedo-boat

of casualties

Fleet la

flotilla

11th torpedo-boat

3s
ii

-

m
z

« r
at is

-

M »

8 21 34

8 4 18

10 22

J 2 10

2 12

7 9 11

1 16

2 3

6 2 18

1 1 2

2
3 1 6

4

1

1

4 2 8

< s :

18th torpedo-boat

flotilla

Shlklshlma

Fuji

Izuroo »

Toklwa
Yakumo

- - 1

Chitose

Matsushima
Tsushima .

.

Akashl
Akitsushlma
Chlyoda
Asaglrl

Akebono
Oboro
Fubukl
10th flotilla

17th flotilla .

Kasagt

2

13

8

3

1

3

6
2

I

::

7

7
10

6

1

3

1

I

1

6

20

10

17

14

7

17

3

1

S
6

2

- - 2

- 1 —
- — 4

5

1

1

15

6

1 —

113 101 317

The total Is given as 113 officers and men

killed and 418 wounded. No casualties

occurred on the " Chinyen." " Idzuku-

shima." the destroyers " Murakumo."
" Arare." and the armed eruleers " Kuma-

no-maru " and ' Manshu-maru." There

were no casualties In the seventh divi-

sion of the Fleet.

SKIRMISHES IN MANCHURIA.

A telegram received by th

Oince gives '.he following dispatch of

General Linevitch. dated May 26th :
—

" On May 2Mh the JapaneEe made an

offensive movement from Eldang west-

ward on our left wing. Our Hunter

Volunteers ambushed the Japanese, and

wounded over thirty. On May 26th a

body of Japanese dismounted cavalry took

the offensive against Slmiacheng and

Sltilungcheng. Their artillery bombarded

Slmiacheng. and our advance guard

retreated. Our advance guard at Silung-

cheng repulsed the Japanese southward.

" In his second raid General Mlstchenko

seized a cashbox containing ¥3,750."
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THE JAPANESE NAVAL LOSSES.

SOME COMPARISONS.

The Japanese naval losses during 1904

have hitherto been believed to be exceed-

ingly small both In ships and men.
Strong suspicions were entertained at one
time that the battleship "Yashlma" was
sunk, and It was believed that a cruiser
was also sunk, which facts the Japanese
Government had. however, kept secret.

Unfortunately it Is no longer possible for

us to reply to these " knowing " ones by
making a profession of faith on the official

reports. The doubters are now able to say
" I told you so." and we cannot gainsay
them. All confidence In official reports

The official admission of the naval
losses as published yesterday reduces

the fighting strength of the Japanese
fleet by nearly 20,000 tons, and shows
that Admiral Rohjeslvensky was much
the stronger In battleships than was be-

lieve.!. For Instance, leaving out the
" Yashlma." which was sunk by a mine
the same day as the " Hatsuse,"—i.e. on
May lf>th, 1904. the battleship strength of

the fleets a week ago was as follows :—
Jai'asksk. Tons.

Mikiwa ..

Fuji _„. .. ».mw
Chluyeu 7.a»o

Total

BVMUH Tons.
Suvaroff is.Jie
Alexander la.sm
Borodino ia.UA
Orel mi,

Navarln ».m

The disparity In weight of broadside lire

Is also very great, as will be see:

the following table :

—

JlPAXIBt.
Mikasa
Awihl
Milki»h!ms..

Lt«.

. 4..-JJ

. t,'H»J

. 4.131
4. I*

Total

.

Russian. I. l-i.

Kuvaroft «.IM
Alexander 4,41*
Horodluo 4,42*
Orel MM
OaUabr" .„. %m
*i»*oi Vaukr.
Nnvuriu M-4

Total ....

While the Russians had the advantage in

respect of battleships, however, their

armoured cruiser strength was weak com-

pared with that of the Japanese.

The battleship " Yashlma." now aJ-

mitted to have been sunk by a mine on

May 15th. 1904. was a twin-screw vessel of

12.300 tons displacement, and had a com-

plement of COO men. Its armament con-

sisted of four 12-lnch breechloaders, two

In each barbette ; ten G-tnch qulckflrers
;

sixteen 12-pounder qulckflrers ; four 2>j-

pounder quickflrers : five torpedo tubes,

four submerge,!, and one above water In

bow. armoured. The "Yashlma" was

launched at Elswlck In 189G.

The cruiser " Takasago." sunk by a

mine on (he night of December 12lh while

engaged in the blockade of Port Arthur,

was also launched at Elswlck. In 1897.

She was twin-screw and of 4,300 tons dls-

ind capable of steaming 24

Her complement was 400. anJ

armament two 8-inch qulckflrera In fun-
houses on forecastle and poop ; ten 4.7-

Inch qulckflrers : twelve 12-pounder

qulckflrers; six 2 ".-pounder qulckflrers;

and Ave torpedo tubes, one above water la

bow.

The destroyer " Akatsukl." sunk by a
mine on the night of May 17th, was
launched In 1901. She was of 360

tons displacement, and a 31-knot boat,

which did more than Its estimated speed

on trial. Her armament consisted of one

12-pounder quickflrcr aft ; Ave 6-pounder

qulckflrers. and two torpedo tubes. Her
complement was 65. The " Hayatorl."

sunk by a mine on the night of September

3rd. was about the same size and simi-

larly armed. The former was built at

Yarrow and had four funnels ; the latter

was built at Yokosuka.

The gun-boat " Oshima." sunk in colli-

sion with a sister boat in the Llaotung

Bay on the night of May 18th. 1904, waa
a vessel of G40 tons built In Japan fifteen

years ago. Her speed was sixteen knota

and she carried twelve qulckflrers.

The gun boat " Atago." which struck a

sunken rock last November, while engaged

in the blockade, was built at Yokosuka In

1887. and was a 12-knot boat of 614 tons.

Her complement was 104. and she was

armed with several Krupp breechloaders.

Sunday, June 4th.

k REFTERS telegram dated London,
the 1st instant, reads :

—
The newspapers unanimously dilate on

the stupendous victory of the Japanese
In the Tsushima Straits, the full extent
of which is now beginning to be appre-
ciated. They pay unstinted liomage to

Admiral Togo's gallant fleet and eagerly

await details showing how the result was
accomplished.

The victory has added to the popularity

of Prince and Princess Arlsugawa, who
yesterday received an ovatton from great

crowds in Berlin.

The Russian Admiralty denies the

Tokyo report of the 31st ult.. appearing

In the Daily F.xprest, to the effect that

the " Gromovol " struck a mine on leav-

ing Vladivostok and sunk.

THE BATTLE OK THE JAPAN
SKA.

. When the Baltic Fleet made Its ap-

pearance off the Luchu Islands on the

25th ultimo, it appc.ired obvious that

Admiral Rohjestvenaky would not venture

to pass through the Tsushima Straits.

These offered the broadest waterway to

reach Vladivostok, but here ««.< the base

of the whole Japanese Fleet, a chain of

fortified islands so to speak, and however

passable for one or two daring ships,

simple destruction for a big fleet. This
was the general opinion, and It coincides

with tho views of a naval expert, who,
writing about a month before, said :

—
" In making his way to Vladivostok It

seems to be obvious that Admiral Rohjest
vensky cannot attempt to use the Tsu-
shima Straits, but (bat be will keep to

the eastward until well clear of the Japan-

ese islands and then attempt to enter the

Japan Sea either by the Tsugaru Straits

or by the La Perouse Strait to the north

of Yexo. It is hereauouu that the really

crucial situation may occur and the deci-

sive battle be fought."

The force which Robjestvensky had at

his command was all bis available

strength, and this strength lay In bis

battleships, four of which, of the " Suva-

roff " class, were In every res[»ect powerful,

with the probable exception that they

were In a more or leas dirty condition

below water and would be consequently

almcult to manoeuvre In battle. His ar-

moured cruisers, when compared with

those of the Japanese, were not worthy of

the name, anil what he had were very

much Inferior. Among tho protected

cruisers were a few small, swift craft

which might be relied upon to do good

scouting service, providing their

were clean, as the Japanese cruisers were

sure to be. and these vessels, such as the
" Oleg," " Zemtchug," " Izumrud." and
" Almaz," were either equal or superior

to any vessels of a similar class In the

Japanese navy. But In numbers the Rus-

sians were weak, and especially so In

their torpedo craft.

It was therefore under manifest disad-

vantages that the Baltic Fleet appeared in

the Tsushima Straits, probably to the sur-

prise of the whole world. The arrival of

Russian vessels at Shanghai had warned
the Japanese. Therefore when the

Russian Fleet advanced Into the Tsu-

shima Straits the Japanese were well

prepared. The Russians entered the

eastern waterway between the Islands

of Ikl and Tsushima, In double for-

mation, the lines extending for many
miles. Admiral Robjestvensky, on the
• Suvaroff." was In the van ; Ad-

miral NabogUoO. on the " Nlcolal I,"

commanded the right column ; and Ad-

miral Folkersahm. in the " Osliabya." led

the left. Between the two columns, con-

sisting of thirty regular war-ships, were
armed auxiliaries, and in the rear the

flotilla of destroyers, which were
dispatch-boats. When the Japane

first apprised of the Russian advance, the

former moved from their rendezvous.
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doubtless tbe port of Masampo. and

steamed south with the object of guarding

tbe main channel into the Japan Sea be-

tween Tsushima and Oklnoshlma.

When the fateful message came to

proceed It was still early on the

morning of the 27th. Admiral Togo's

various divisions spent the time at their

disposal in taking up the most advan-

tageous positions well screened from the

enemy's scouts, and during this time Rob-

Jestvensky's long procession was slowly

advancing up the east waterway, being,

as far as reports go, entirely unaware of

were being attacked and perhaps sur-

prised both from the north-west and the

south. Destroyers appeared from every

quarter. With every minute an increased

number of guns came Into action, as the

Japanese flanking attack gradually closed

with the long Russian line. Both sides

were soon In single line of battle, and a

hundred ships, large and small, were en-

gaged. From early morning the sea had

been rovered with a light mist, but soon a

heavy pall of smoke from hundreds of

belobing guns lay over tbe whole fleet

Those who were present at the battle de-

weight of their broadsides with tbe object

of breaking up the Russians. In this they

were successful. Before the battle had

been In progress many hours, the

" Borodino " became separated, caught

(Ire, and bad to bear the attack of a whole

division, followed by a combined torpedo

attack. Destruction by Ore and shot was

Imminent when the huge black vessel

plunged downwards with a roar, and a

wild cheer from tbe Japanese signalised

its end. Half-anhour later another large

vessel sank, others were damaged, and

dispirited as well as weakened the enemy

Chlkuen Bay

0
Liyangkold

Sock.

/^TSUSHIMA
// Okmoshima

gSj Takeshiki

... £J.K.

PLAN SHOWING SCENE OF THE BATTLE.

the presence of such a force of Japanese

at the head of the strait Admiral Togo

on the other hand was continually In-

formed of the progress of tbe Russians,

but concealed his ships effectively, await-

ing his opportunity. Nine hours after

Togo had received the first signal of the

approach of the Russians, and the Japan-

ese fleet had steamed out from Masampo,
Rohjestvensky's flagship was sighted on

the southern horizon. Before half-an hour

was past, tbe van of the Russian Fleet

was in full view of the Japanese, and
the recognition was mutual. Rohjest-

vensky fired the shot which opened the

In less than an hour the

scribe the appearance of the fleets, the roar

of the cannonades, and the pall-like smoke

as terrifying, nigh seas were running

which Increased the difficulties of naviga-

tion, and the fight had not been long In

progress, when with that fatal consistency

that has marked their conduct of the war,

the Russians allowed themselves to be

driven towards the Kyushu coast, doubt-

less with tbe hope of forcing their way
through the channel between Oklnoshlma
and Nagato on the mainland. For some
time a running fight continued until the

Russian line was broken by the im-

petuosity of tbe Japanese divisions, which

from several points concentrated the whole

vainly endeavoured to get out of the

trap by heading for the north east. For

this move the other side were w.-ll pre-

pared, and a division appeared to '.be

north-east. Becoming more disorganised

as the Japanese pressed, the tall of the

Fleet turned due north towards the

Korean coast wblcb but added to their.

Isolation and ended fatally for several

ships of Admiral Folkersahm's divi-

sion, it being about this time when

Folkersahm himself was killed. Be-

fore sunset It was clear that many ves-

sels had been disabled In the most vital

part ; machinery was shattered. hulU

perforated, and
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With darkness the Russian Fleet had been

reduced to less than halt Its strength of

• few hours before.

In this position, the approach of night

added to the terror of the battle, for now
the dreaded torpedo became a deadly wea-

pon In the hands of fearless men. During

this night attack the Japanese occasion-

ally approached so close that the voice*

of the Russians on board their doomeu

vessels could be heard. They used their

searchlights vigorously, and kept up a

continuous fire against the little black

objects, darting hither and thither—now
in the glare of the searchlight, now in the

darkness on either side. But little da-

mage was done One Japanese torpedo-

boat was struck in the engine-room, a

man was killed and fifteen wounded. The

remainder, believing their end had come,

faced to the stern for a last look at the

national flag.

The value of destroyers and torpedo-

boats was fully evidenced during thU

night work, and the completeness of tbe

Japanese victory must be attributed

largely to the daring attacks made during

the darkness, which served not only to

damage the Russian ships, but to com-

pletely demoralise the men. We are told

that the destroyer and torpedo-boat crews

acted amidst tbe continual rain of Rus-

sian shot with perfect composure and

order. The destroyers searched for those

ships which had become separated from

their divisions. Acting under order*, one

destroyer went to the south-east, when

through the darkness a black object be-

came visible near an iBland. It proved to

be the battleship " Alexander III." The

destroyer crept on and discharged a

torpedo, taking the big vessel by sur-

prise. Tbe searchlight suddenUy blazed

out and a broadside followed, but

tbe destroyer dashed nearer, discharged

several torpedoes In succession, and then

steamed away. A few minutes afterwards

a violent explosion was heard, and the

closed over the doomed

Irretrievable damage wm Inflicted upon

the Russians during this terrible night,

but exactly how much and the many In-

cidents of daring and suffering that oc-

curred will never be known. Scarcely

bad dawn broke on the following

day (Sunday) when the battle was

continued between the larger ves-

aels, but on the part of the Russians

it was a despairing fight for life for

those who would not give In. Tbe old

Ironclad "Admiral Oushakoff " made a

gallant stand. She refused to surrender,

and in the words of an official report two

cruisers were reluctantly compelled to

sink her. The fight was a hopeless one

for the " Oushakoff." but she held out

rather than surrender, and showed a spirit

that was not common in the Russian fleet.

One of the great incidents of the battle

was the surrender of Admiral Nebogatoff

and his squadron. The flagship " Nlco-

lal," "Orel." "Scnlavin." " Apraksln."

and " Izumrud," becoming separated from

(he main body, were attacked by the main

force of Japanese. A tremendous duel be-

but the Russians were unequal to

the encounter. Tbe fleetest of the squa-

dron, the "lxumrud." made her escape,

but the other vessels hauled down their

flags and raised the Japanese colours

to the signal yards. At this the Japanese

flagship signalled asking whether the

Russians wished to surrender, to which

the reply was in the affirmative. A great

"Banzai" greeted this signal, and Ad-

miral Togo dispatched Captain YaBhlro.

commanding the " Asama," to the Russian

flagship. While still on the way, Captain

Yashlro met Admiral Nebogatoff proceed-

ing to Admiral Togo, and Yashlro accom-
panied the defeated commander to tbe

battleship " Mlkasa." where arrangements
were made to formally hand over tho sur-

rendered vessels. Officers wore dispatched

to each ship. Japanese flags were raised

at each topmast with the Russian ensign

underneath, and tbe vessels became the

property of the victors. The finest of the

vessels captured, the battleship " Orel," is

to be taken to Yokosuka for the inspec-

tion of tbe Emperor.

When the "Orel" arrived at Malxuru.

It was learned that about three hundred
men of the nine hundred on board had
either been killed or wounded. During
tho battle the wounded lay groaning on

tbe decks in sight of their fighting com-

rades, and It Is stated on the authority of

the second In-command that no less

than a hundred and forty men hope-

lessly wounded were thrown overboard.

of the "Orel"
to his wounds before the

arrival of the battleship at Malzuru and

was buried at sea.

Some of the Rnsstan fleet. In their

efforts to escape, got as far north in the

Japan Sea as filming Island, but with a

regularity as if tbe whole drama had been

rehearsed, report after report arrived

detailing tbe end of each ship. It was
difficult for these sea-worn vessels to es-

cape the cruisers of the Japanese, and only

one ever succeeded in reaching a friendly

port, carrying gloomy news for the Tsar.

The disastrous defeat of the Russian
squadrons has no equal in modern his-

tory, and the nearest parallels are the

destruction of the Spantsh Armada, which
was in large part due to the elements, and
the battle of Trafalgar, when Nelson de-

stroyed or captured about two-thirds of

the enemy's fleet with considerable damage
to his own vessels, to say nothing of his

own death. It is no exaggeration to de-

scribe Admiral Togo's victory as epoch-

making. For the Japanese Navy Is now
supreme in the Eastern waters of the

North Pacific ; indeed. It may be said

that by virtue of the prestige attending

her brilliant naval victories, she has

secured domination over the Pacific.

According to the official reports, the

battle of Tsushima Straits resulted in the

following losses for the Russians :
—

SUNK.
Six Battleships—

Five Cbuisess—
Admiral Nakhlmoft 8 500
Dmitri Donskol 5.893
Vladimir Monomakh 5,754
Svletlana 3.828
Zemtchug 3.200

One Imomlad—
Admiral Oushakoff 4.126

Two Special Smvicb Boats—
Kamschatka 7 200
trttoh TJ0*

TllKt> Destbotebs.

CAPTURED.
Two Battleships—

°,rel 13.516
Nicolal I »,70O

Two 1ho.mt.ads—
General Admiral Apraksln . . 4,12$
Admiral Seniavln 4,124

O.xk Dehtsoylr—
Bledovy 550

U.NAClOtj.KT

Aurora .

Izumrud
0le« 6.676

«r Vladivostok—
Almaz tmmM 3,285

In all. says tbe official report, 1" ships
were sunk and 5 captured, having as
aggregate tonnage of 153.411.

The prisoners taken in the battle and
afterwards rescued from tbe sea or
washed ashore numbered a little

3.000. including Vlce-Admtral
sky and Rear-Admiral
mlral Folkersahm was killed. The
of the vessels sunk numbered nearly eight
thousand, so that roughly 5,000 men lost
their lives.

In contrast with these great losses, the
casualties of the Japanese were inslgni-
flcant The official reportB gives the
Japanese losses as 113 officers and men
killed and 418 wounded, and three
torpedo-boats sunk. Every other vessel of
the fleet, says Admiral Togo, is fully fit

for further service.

Knlaz Suvaroff 13,516

Alexander III 13.516

Borodino 13.516

Osliabya 12.674

Sissol Vellky 8,880

9.476

SEARCH FOR RUSSIAN
CRUISEKS.

A dispatch reached ttw Imperial Head-
quarters from Admiral Togo on Thurs-
day evening to the fallowing effect :—

" The squadron consisting of the
cruisers ' Iwate 1 and ' Yakumo.' which
returned from the northward pursuit of
the enemy on May 30th, and Immediately
started search In the south, returned
this afternoon (June 1st). The vessels
searched the seas near TorlJIma and 00
both sides of the Shanghai steamship
course, but found no signs of a Russian
ship.

"Admiral Shimamura, commander of
the second division of the Fleet (on the
' Iwate '), reports that there Is no doubt
that In the course of the fighting on the

27th the cruiser ' Zemtchug.' receiving

the severe Are of the ' Iwate ' at a dis-

tance of about 3,000 metres, sank in one
or two minutes. Before she disappeared.

smoke 90 covered the sea that the actual

sinking of tbe ' Zemtchug ' could not be

seen from the other ships. Hence ber

end was left in doubt in my last dls-
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A later d.spatch. the tenth report from
Admiral Togo, wm published yesterday:—

" The Russian special service boats

which were sunk In the battle of the

27th ultimo were the armed cruiser

• Ural.' the transport 1

Irtish.' the store-

•hlp ' Kamschatka,' and another i

to be Indifferent Runners, and their lira

was not to be specially feared. In the

recent battle they fired continuously

without Intermission until the morning
of the 28th, when their ammunition be-

came almost exhausted, but failed to do

much damage. In fact, the surrender of

The last vessel was one of two tug boats. Admiral Nebogatoff may be attributed to

which accompanied the squadron as a his lack of ammunition. The effect of

collier, and we learned of the sinking

of this vessel from the prisoners. Of the

Russian ships present at the battle the

vessels which are so far missing are the

aecond-class cruisers 1 Oleg ' and ' Aurora,'

the third-class cruisers Izumrud ' and

•Almaz.' In addition to three special

•ervlca boats, two destroyers, and one

tug-boat. All others were either sunk or

captured. Of the vessels unaccounted

for. the ' Oleg ' and ' Aurora ' came with-

in the range of our third and fourth

divisions In the course of fighting on the

27th ultimo, and were observed to be on

Are at times. Even should they be still

afloat, therefore. It may be a long time

before their fighting capacity Is restored."

the Russian fire was very small In com-

parison with the great amount of am-
munition expended. Only a few Japanese

vessels of the smaller type were damaged,
while the losses In men did not exceed

800. Very few of the destroyers and
torpedo-boau, which fought very near to

the Russians, wero struck. The Russian

defeat, therefore, can be ascribed In part

to th? fact that they wasted their am-

munition.

On tbe other side, it is pointed out, the

range of the Japanese ships was so ac-

CACSES OF THE RUSSIAN
DEFEAT.

quite satisfied

with the gunnery, and the principle that

a battleship cannot be sunk by gun-fire

seems to have been exploded by the re-

cent battle. Some of the Russian battle-

ships were sunk by tbe heavy guns, and

not only by the torpedo. Mom of tbe

weaker vessels, whose
very thick, were also sunk by

Torpedo attacks, ho
effective, and while the operations of de-

stroyers and torpedo-boats were much
Interfered with on the 27th up to sunset,

on account of the high seas, by night the

Intelligence calmed down, and they rendered

his own Judgement, brilliant Bervice. Admiral Togo and the

officers generally are said to attribute

their victory In the present battle to the

accidental shortcomtrgs of the Russians

beforementloned. and they are, therefore,

In no way nnduly elated with their suc-

cess. Naval officers believe It to be a great

mistake to expect that such a success

could be obtained at any lime and in all

There Is naturally a good deal of spe-

culation as to the cause that led to the

defeat of Admiral Rohjestvensky. One

Tokyo opinion is that the Russian Ad-

miral concluded the main force of the

Japanese fleet was in the Formosa Chan

nel. either from

received or from
The fact that the Admiral was accom-

panied by unarmed transports, and ad-

vanced straight through the Tsushima

Straits not in battle formation, supports

the view that he was totally deceived In

the location of the enemy. Up to the

very moment of the opening of the fight-

ing on the morning of the 27th. the Rus-

sian squadron was steaming In double

line, with the " Korea," " Sublr." and

other transports, as If making an or-

dinary voyage. Tbe Russians were un-

able to form In line of battle until the

fighting between the main forces had

commenced. Admiral RohJeslvensky was
also taken off his guard by the tactics

of the Japanese. Only small squadronB

appeared east of Takeshiki at first, and
on the morning of the 27th the sea

was covered with mist, so that the Rus-

sian commander was probably reassured

as to the success of bis plan in boldly

attempting the parage of the Korea

Straits-. He seems to have been entirely

off guard until the main force of the

Japanese came out of the mist near Okl-

noshlma, showing at once the blunder

that had been made. The weather also

greatly assisted the Japanese fleet. The
wind, after the fig lifted, was against

the Russians all the lime, high waves

dashing on to the port side of the Rus-

sian ships, which made it very difficult

Tor them to aim accurately, while on the

starboard of the Japanese ships the sea

was comparatively quiet, giving ample
opportunity for effective Are. The Rus-

sians, says one Tokyo opinion, are known

RUSSIAN PRESS ON THE
DEFEAT.

VOICES FOR PEACE.

The Foreign Office is Informed hy tele-

gram that the result of the battle of

Tsushima Straits was kept secret from

the Russian pnbllc until May 30th. when
It became Impossible to conceal it any
longer. On the following day the Press

was allowed to publish a portion of the

Japanese official reports, and on the

strength of this news the Press were

unanimous In condemning the hUm^rs
made in the campaign, and in demanding
that national representatives should be

summoned without delay.

The \oiw Vrewya says the situation Is

critical, and demands the immediate sum-
moning of a national congress without

waiting tbe completion of investigations

which are being carried on by a com-

mission under the Minister for the In

terior.

The Bourse Gazette declares that while

political circles In England are hoping

that Russia will meet with another dis-

aster In Manchuria, public opinion In

France has advised Russia in the most
friendly spirit on the importance of

making peace in order to avoid further

disaster. But external peace, says the

be attained until Internal

The Sorotti points out that the naval

disaster will strike an almost fatal blow
on General Linevltch and will place Vla-

divostok tn a very dangerous position.

The only hope that now remains is to

make skilful use of what remains of the

land and sea forces with the object of

concluding an

THE BATTLESHIP "OREL."

1NT EREST I tiC. I JJ HI-ECTION

.

An Atahi special correspondent has In-

spected the battleship "Orel" at Mai-

ruru. and sends the following account :
—

" The prize captured from the Russian*

Is now lying side by side with the battle-

ship ' Asahl.' The ' Orel ' Is of 13.500 tons

and the ' Asahl ' of 15.000. but In outward

appearance the Russian ship is much
more imposing than ours. Her long

voyage, however, has given the ' Orel ' a

very dirty appearance, and In addition the

ship bears terrible marks of the battle.

On both sides of the hull are the impres-

sions made by shot striking above the

water-line, and the black paint has gone

here and there, giving the ship a very

battered appearance. She is not drawing

much water, and the thick weeds on the

hull can be seen below the water. Her

fore funnel is broken at the middle, masts

and yards are damaged, and torpedo nets

torn to pieces. On board the sight is

equally desolate and depressing. In the

chart-room on tbe first bridge, charts,

signal books, and other articles are strewn

all over the place. The portrait of the

Tsar. In a gilt frame, has fallen down and

been trampled upon. Guns are demolished

forward and torpedo-tubes battered. Only

three boats remain Intact, and the lens**

of all tbe search-lights are broken.

"A foul smell was floating up from the

engine-rooms, and on Inquiry I learned

from a Russian officer that the remains of

the men killed had been burned in the

boiler fires before the surrender. The

charred remains were piled up In the

engine-room, and there I saw skulls ind

other human bones. There were Indica-

tions to show that the cabins of officers

had been used for the storage of coal.

The engines of the ' Orel ' are little

damaged, but the steering gear Is un-

serviceable."

Lieut -Commander Nakagawa. the chief

gunner, and other officers and men. 99 itt

all. belonging to the cruiser " Kitsap,"

who brought the "Orel" to Malzurn.

passed through Ko!>e on Thursday on thtlr

way to Sa?eho. At Kobe the officers re-

lated to Press representatives how the

•' Asahl " and " Kasuga" were orJered to

take charge or the " Orel " after her ivir-

render, A party of 99 officers and m?n

under Commmder Togo' from the "Asahl."

and a similar party from the " Kasugs,"
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were sent as the prize crew. About
half the crew of the "Orel" was distri-

buted between the two Japanese ships

named. During the voyage of the prize

ship from the scene of the fighting: to

.Malzuru, eighty Japanese sailors with

loaded rifles were stationed In various

parts of the vescel, and a few stokers

were stationed in the engine-room to

keep guard against the prisoners who

refused to obey the orders of iho

Jaiwinese The Russians smashed the

gear necessary for navigation and put

out the engine-room flres. and would

not give any Information regarding the

vessel's navigating peculiarities. They
were eating and drinking Indiscriminately

during the voyage. At night the vessel

began to take In water and listed slightly.

Owing to the fact that the electric light

wires were broken It was quite dark on
board, except for a few straggling lights.

The Russians became muoh excited when
they found the ship had a list, and some
of them stripped themselves of their uni-

forms and In other ways prepared to

Jump Into the sea. For a time there was

a good deal of Jtsorder aboard until the

Japanese officers threatened to use force if

necessary. The voyage proceeded at about

ten knots speed. It was evident the Rus-

sians were in a mutinous spirit. They
threatened to sink the ship If a chance

was found, and very careful guard was

kept near the magazine. It was some

relief to the officers In command when the

destroyer " Yuglrl " was sighted, and on

the following morning the " Asahl " and
" Asama " came from Malzuru to escort

the prize. From this time the prisoners

behaved themselves properly and began to

obey orders.

Tuesday, June M.

f\ N Sunday 25 mines which had beenV carried by the "Dmitri Donskol

"

were discovered near Goto Islands to the

south-east.

A Mojl telegram states that the bodies

of drowned Russians are continually

drifting ashore at Tsushima and IkL

They are Interred one by one after official

Inspection.

Admiral Nebogatoff Is now at Saseho,

awaiting the Instructions of the Tsar with

regard to his return to Russia on parole.

According to a Saseho dispatch, the

officer who was in command of the
" Dmitri Donskol " and was wounJcd and

taken to Saseho among other prisoners,

died on Friday night. His remains were

sent to Nagasaki, and temporarily in-

terred. A funeral ceremony will be held

In a few days.

Mr. Otagiri, Japanese Consul-General at

Shanghai, has been officially Informed by

the Taotal that the Russian Consul has

agreed to the Russian steamers at Woo-

sung being considered as transports and

being detained by the Chinese authorities.

It haB been arranged that two of the

ships shall be detained at Woosung, and

the others taken up the river to Shanghai.

A letter was received from the Russian

Consul promising that necessary parts cf

the machinery of those ships would be

surrendered, to be held by the Chinese

during the war.

The Captain who was in command of

the "Xakhlmoff," and is now in hoppital

at Dalrl (near Moji), has sent a telegram

to the Navy Department at St. Petersliiiig

to the following effect :

—

" While the Baltic Fleet was forcing the

passage of Tsushima Straits on the morn
Ing of the 27th ultimo, it was surrounded

and attacked by the Japanese Fleet. In

the course of the fighting the ' Nakhlmoft 1

was torpedoed and sunk. Most of the

crew were rescued by the Japanese. I

became unconscious after the foundering

of my vessel and was picked up by a
fishing boat."

Of the crew of the " Orel," which li> now
at Malzuru, 574 men were Bent to Mojl

by transport on the 3rd instant. The late

Commander of the ship, sixteen other offi-

cers and ten naval servant*, with 50

wounded men. still remain at Maizuru.

It Is reported that most of the officers

have refused to return to Russia on

parole, and express a desire to remain In

Japan until the end of the war. Nine
officers of the " Orel " who have given

their parole arrived at Kobe on Friday
evening and were lodged in the Quaran-
tine Station at Wada Point. They left

on Sunday by the French mall for Shang-
hai.

SITUATION IN MANCHURIA.

POSITION OF THE ARMIES.

A Japanese officer who arrived at Mojl
on Saturday from the front sayB the

main forces of the belligerents are still

a great distance apart, and It may be

about a month before another great con-

flict occurs. The officer Is reported to

have observed that the Russians might
have received reinforcements since the

battle of Mukden. Judging from the

past, the Russians will not fill the de-

pleted ranks of regiments now in the field

by reinforrements, but bring out new re-

giments, and In consequence It Is Impos-

sible to estimate the strength of the

Russian force by the number of re=l-

ments. The Russians are now energeti-

cally pushing forward the construction

of defence works on the line between

Klrln and Changchun.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama reached the Imperial Head-

quarters on Sunday :—
• Early on the morning of the 3rd

Instant 300 Russian Infantry and cavalry

attacked Erhsilipao, 7 miles north o*

Changtu. They were repulsed by 10

o'clock the same morning. At about

9.30 the aame morning about twenty

of Russian cavalry advanced

rom the vicinity of Shang-
Talplngchleh (20 miles north of Rang-
ping), and a detachment attacked in pro-

ximity to Sitzeyang (10 miles north-east

of Kangplng). Our artillery repulsed the

enemy with heavy loss. The Russians

retreated In disorder In westerly and
north-westerly directions. Our casual-

ties In this action were only 4 men
slightly Injured. The Russian loss is

estimated to be not less than a hundred

In killed and wounded."

In a dlspalch received at the Imperial

Headquarters on Saturday. Marshal

Oyama reports that at about 7 o'clock

on the morning of the 2nd Instant, ft

small body of Russian cavalry appeared

some eight miles east of Changtu and

were repulsed. On the 3rd Instant ano-

ther small force of cavalry was driven

away 6 miles north-east of Welyen-

paomen. On Saturday afternoon the

Japanese outpost attacked another body

of Russian ravairy, 5 miles north of ths

Changtu station, killing one man and

two horses and capturing a horse.

A SYMPATHETIC LETTER TO
ADMIRAL ROHJESTVENSKY.

Admiral Baron Yamamoto. Minister for

;he Navy, has addressed the foliowinf

letter, which was accompanied with

(lowers, to Admiral Rohjestvensky. at ths

Saseho Naval Hospital :
—

"While taking this opportunity to ex-

press my profound respect for your Ex-

cellency In having fought gallantly for

your country and performed your duty

as an Admiral. 1 cannot help feeling y.vm-

pathy with you in your present wo;m l"d

condition. I earnestly hope that the ar-

rangements of the Imperial Naval Hos-

pital and the skill of our surgeons will

give you comfort, and that youi: Excel-

lency will speeJily recover from your in-

juries."
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The Minister for the Navy also ad-

dressed sympathetic letters to the Rus-

sian Naval officers who are rroui

detained In various hospitals.

THE LAST OF THE BALTIC

ADMIRAL ENQUIST AT MANILA.

"HSUMRLD" A WRECK.

A Router's message dated London, 4th

Instant, reads :
—

Admiral Enquist. with the cruisers
" Aurora." " Oleg." and " Zemtchug." all

damaged, has arrived at Manila. There

are many wounded aboard.

A later telegram Is as follows :—-

The Russian war-ships at Manila are

undamaged lielow the water-line, but the

funnels arc riddled and many of the

guns have been dismounted. The officers

declare that the Japanese used a number
of submarines. The Captain of the

"Aurora" was killed. Admiral

was not wounded.

our port side and moved over to the

board. Simultaneously a cruiser squa-

dron attacked us on the port quarter,

whereupon my ship (' Izumrud ') became
Isolated. As we could not rejoin the

squadron. I decided to head for Vladivo-

stok. With this object I went ahead at

full speed, pursued by the enemy. We
were short of coal, and in order to avoid

the Japanese cruisers, 1 headed for

Vladimir Bay (north of Olga Bay), which
we reached on the night of the 29th May.
It was pitch dark, nothing could be

seen, and at 1 o'clock my cruiser

stranded on a sunken reef at the en-

trance to the bay. The coal in our
bunkers now only amounted to ten tons,

and as we were convinced of the Im-
possibility of refloating the ship. I

ordered her to be blown up. which was
done after the crew had been landed

This action was taken In order to prevent

the vessel from falling Into the enemy's
hands. In the fighting only ten of our

men were Injured.''

The " Izumrud " was a third-class

scouting cruiser of 3.100 tons and had a

speed of 24 knots She was therefore

one of the swiftest vessels In the Rus-

sian fleet. The -'Zemtchug." now at

Manila. Is a sister ship.

having fallen short, all the wood-

of the vessel was used for fuel.

On the 30th May we set up the main -mast

again, and shortly after arrived at Vladi-

vostok."

DISTURBANCEAMONG RUSSIAN
NAVAL PRISONERS.

On the night of the 30th ultimo the

prisoners from Russian vessels, about
1.000 In number, detained at Fukuoka,
created a disturbance, and before peace
was restored several men were injured.

One or two of the Japanese guard were
also injured.

ADMIRAL ROHJESTVENSKYS
COUNCIL OF WAR.

The fate of the " Izumrud " ia

vealed. Captain Baron Felsen

manding the Russian cruiser " Izumrud,''

has sent the following dispatch to the

Tsar, dated the 1st instant, from Olga

Bay, about two hundred miles north of

Vladivostok :—
" The Baltic Fleet advanced through

the Tsushima Straits on May 27th. and

there encountered the full force of the

Japanese Fleet Fire was opened at 1

1.20 in the afternoon. The enemy at first

concentrated their fire on the flagship*

' Suvaroff ' and ' Osliabya.' and before

dusk the ' Osliabya.' ' Alexander III..' anu
' Borodino ' were sunk, and the ' Suvaroff."

1 Kamschatka ' and ' L'ral ' heavily
|

damaged. At this time (In consequence

of Admiral Rohjestvensky being

wounded, the command of the Fleet waa

taken over by Admiral Nebogaloff. and

at dark the ' Nlcolal I.,' 'Orel.'

' Aprakstn,' ' Senlavln.' ' Oushakoff.'

• Sissoi Vellky." ' Navarin.' ' NakhlmotT.'

and ' Izumrud ' formed line in the order

mentioned, and steamed north-eastwards,

the ' Izumrud 1 performing the task of

conveying orders to the battleships. Two
cruisers (presumably the ' Kakhimoft

'

and ' Navarin ") became isolated and

were seen no more. The battleships,

which steamed at the rale of 14 knot*,

were attacked several times by the

enemy's torpedo-boats, in particular the

vessels ahead and a', the rear. By dawn

only four vessels, the ' Nicolal.' ' Orel,'

' Aprakstn,' and ' Seniavin.' composed i';e

squadron, and as the light became cleatvr

the enemy's ships were descried on tbs

horizon. Tins discovery waa at onto

signalled to the Admiral, who put on full

r.peed ahead, which caused the ' Seniavin
'

an I
' Apraksin ' to fall behind. At kO

o'< :ock a Japanese squadron appeared on

A telegram received by the Foreign

Office states that the Manila police hsve

received the following Information :

—

On the afternoon of the 2nd Inst., six

war-ships, nationality unknown, appeared

outside Llngayen Gulf, and at 5.30 o'clock

three of them entered Sual Bay." The
vessels lert in Sual Bay were probably

transports. &c. while the cruisers pro-

ceeded to Manila The " Aurora "
1> a

commerce deitroyer of 6,6.10 tons, the

"Oleg" a protected cruiser of the first-

class. 6,750 tons, and the "Zemtchug" a

swift sister ship to the " Izumrud."

A Reuter's message received by the

Foreign Office states that In a dispatch

dated June 1st General Llnevltch re-

ports that the General In command at

Vladivostok announces the arrival there

of the destroyer " Grosniy " The dls-

patch further states that Grand [Hike

Alexis, Chief of the Naval Staff, has re-

ceived the following report from Lieu-

tenant Zurnovo. In command of the de-

stroyer ' Bravy '
:—

"The 'Bravy' left the squadron at 3

o'clock on the evening of the 27th May.

when all the other ships except the
' Osliabya ' and a vessel of the

'Suvaroff' type were steaming at

full speed In line of battle At

4 o'clock In the afternoon the ' Bravy
'

experienced a severe crossfire. During

thiB lime a 6-Inch shot passed through the

bridge, the upper part or the engine-room

was blown away, the two forward boilers,

the steam-pipe, and the fore-mast being

also smashed. We took down the main

mast In order to escape observation, an I

painted our funnels white. On the night

of the 29th the third steam-pipe exploded.

This rendered It Impossible to Bteam at a

greater speed than 5 miles an hour, and

The Asahi publishes an Interesting

account of the council of war held oo
board the flagship of Admiral Rohjest-

vensky before he left the coast of Annam.
The account Is supplied by a Russian

officer now a prisoner ait Nagasaki
The officer, according to his Inter-

viewer, stated that the third Baltic Squa-

dron (NebogatofTs) left Jlbutll at noon

on April 4th last, when the signal was
displayed on the flagship, " Be prudent

and Join the Second Squadron without

fall." Navigation of the Indian Ocean

proved more difficult than was anti-

cipated, and some of the men. unused to

such a voyage and climate, became unfit

for duty. At Singapore news was ot>

talned of the whereabouts of the Second

Squadron, and a junction was effected off

Annam on May 5th, when the men of

each ship on deck parade cheered in

honour of the Tsar. The highest spirits

prevailed, and a holiday was given the

men with an allowance of grog. A few

days afterwards a council of war was

held on board the flagship of Admiral

Rohjestvensky. when the course to be

taken for reaching Vladivostok was con-

sidered. The council lasted several

hours. One Admiral said the enemy on

tie Japan Sea was not to be despised,

and moved that the Fleet should advance

through the Soya Straits in order to

avoid the Japanese. Another Admiral,

seconding the motion in favour of the

general route, suggested that the Pacific

coast of Japan should be menaced and

the passage of Tsugaru Strain forced

A Captain remarked that the squadron

was the successor of Nelson's great Heel

which confronted and overcame half toe

sea power of the world, and thought that

the Russians need not fear the Japanese

on the Japan Sea. He suggested that

Formosa should be taken In one acuou

and a base of operations established.

The Junior offlcerB of the council heartil*

supported this scheme amidst applause

The motion was carried, but the Com-

mander-in-Chief, after consulting wltk

his Staff, declared that the fleet woaid

for Vladivostok Utrough the
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Tsushima Straits. Cheers followed the
announcement. With a glass of
champagne In his bands, and in the most
solemn tones. Admiral Rohjestvensky
toasted the Russian Empire and wished
for good fortune in the coming battle.

The toast was drunk and followed by
cheers. The assembly then broke up. and
the banil or the flagship played as the
officers returned to their ships. On the
18th May the squadron left Annaui
waters, the following signal being dis-

played from the flagship:—" The enemy
is near, the destination distant. The
destiny of Russia In the campaign will

be decided during the coming week, and
all are asked to work valiantly for the

honour of Russia."

THE BRITISH 8TEAMER
OLDHAMIA."

The recent seizure by the Russians
near Formosa of the British steamer
"Oldhnmla" is likely to be a cause of

further trouble to the Russian Govern-
ment. The vessel was a neutral steamer
and carried no contraband, but Is re-

ported to have been seized and the

Master and other officers taken on board
a war-ship. Their present whereabouts
doe? not appear to be known.

It Is now stated that the " Oldhamia "

was re-captured by a Japanese war-ship
during the recent battle. She carries

149,4(2 cases of kerosene, and was des-

tined for Tokkaichl. A curious ques-

tion is raised as to whom the car*u m.«r-

belongs. The cargo was raptured Im-
properly by the Russians, kerosene not
being contraband, but. it Is pointed out,

being captured It must be presumed to

belong to the Russians, and htm t
1--— •-

fore now become a prize of war. In which
case the owner's remedy Is against the

Russian Government. The case would
seem calculated to raise some very com-
plicated and abstruse points In prize law.

NAVAL PRISONERS AT SASEHO.

On Friday morning 4.200 naval pri-

soners of war arrived at Sasebo by eight

transports. The officers were sent on to

Nlnoshima and the men to Dairl.

Wednesday, Jane 1th.

A I^ONDON telegram of the 3th Instant
** to the Chronicle reads :

—
The reported bellicose attitude of the

Taar threatens a serious renewal of the

Insurrections in Russia,

His Majesty evidently does not intend
Interposing with a view to save General
Linevitch from defeat In Manchuria.

•
* #

A Reuter'B message of the same date is

as follows :

—

Orders have been given by the authorl-

ties that the Russians who escaped dur-
ing the naval battle and recently arrived
at Manila, are to be interned there

THE " KA8UGA " IN THE
BATTLE.

The special correspondent of the A*ahi
at MoJI has obtained the following ac-

count of the recent naval fighting from
the party of officers and men belonging
to the cruiser " Kasuga." who brought
the " Orel " to Maizuru, and then left for

Saseho, via MoJI :
—

" The cruiser ' Kasuga ' was with the

squadron under the direct control of
Admiral Togo, and cleared for action
before daylight on Saturday, the 27th
ultimo She had loaded more coal than
usual, and was awaiting orders. At 3

o'clock In the morning a warning was
received by wireless telegraphy— ' The
enemy in sight.'—and soon the order was
Riven to the fleet to leave, which we did
like an arrow from a bow. Presently the
glow of the new day appeared In the east.

The sea was hazy and wo could not see
1*r. The fleet advanced, while carefully

watching for the enemy. At about 10
o'clock two or three Russian ships were
observed to starboard steaming north-
wards. The next moment more
wine into view, one after another,
»e counted 22. followed by a number of

They were

formed in a straight line and steaming
north-eastwards. At 2.07 In the afternoon

the Russians opened Are. at a range of

8.000 metres, and we held our fire until

the enemy approached to within 5.800

metres. By this time the Russians were

steaming at the rate of 12 knots

and the Japanese at 14 to 15 knots. Our
fleet turned Its course and went over to

the port side of the enemy, from where

we sent in a severe fire. The ' Kasuga 1

was next the ' Nlsshln,' and we pressed

hard to bead off the enemy. At first the

range of the Russian fire was fairly ac-

curate, but generally the Russians wasted

their ammunition. The action was at Its

climax for five or six minutes from 2.14

o'clock. In the meantime the Japanese

again altered their course, and kept up
the pursuit. One division was led by the

' Izumo.' followed by the ' Yakumo,'
" I wate," 'Asama,' 'Toklwa,' and "Azuma.'

and another division was led by

the flagship ' Mlkasa,' followed by

the ' Shlkishima,' ' Fuji,' ' Asahi.'

Nlsshln.' and 'Kasuga.' Having
greater speed. the Japanese ships

always pressed the enemy from ahead,

and in about 40 minutes from the time

the first shot was fired the Russian fleet

was thrown Into confusion and disorder.

The Japanese ships formed Into two or

three divisions, and each division fired

as It thought lit. The 'Kasuga' directed

a rapid fire upon a battleship ahead. Dis-

order among the Russians became worse

Close fighting ensued, and one Russian

ship was sunk and others caught fire.

High seas dashed against the siJes of the

' Kasuga,' and water rushed in through

our port-holes ; officers and men got

thoroughly wet. and our telescopes were
rendered useless by sea water, but all

were in the highest spirit* and fought

gallantly. One division pressed the

enemy from the north and two other
divisions from the sooth.

"At 7.30 o'clock in the evening the
' Kasuga ' was ordered to cease fire, and
fighting was suspended for the time being.

Then the fleet resumed the pursuit, fight-

ing being continued at Intervals through-

out the night. Our division pursued the
" Orel ' and three other Russian ships, and
at 8 o'clock on the evening of the 2Sth

the ' Orel ' was overtaken, when she

showed a piece of red cloth at the mast-

head and offered to surrender. She was
captured, and, towed by the ' Nlsshln

'

and ' Kasuga.' arrived at Maizuru at

noon on the 30tb ultimo.

" During the fighting the crew of the

' Kasuga ' were absorbed in their respec-

tive duties and heard nothing of the ex-

perience of other ships. The Russian

fleet, it was observec
1

, was thrown into

confusion after the sinking of the flagship

Suvaroff.' The complement of the ' Orel

'

was 820. but when she was boarded by

our prize crew the number was 802, two

officers and sixteen men having been

killed in the fighting. Ten officers and 40

men were wounded, and two of the

wounded died after we had taken over

the ship, and their remains were buried

at sea after the arrival of the vessel at

Maizuru In accordance with their wishes.

The Captain of the ' Orel ' was wounded

on the night of the 27th and died before

reaching port. The battleship was hit

by some forty 8-inch shot and over 6n pro-

jectiles of guns of different calibre above

the water-line. Her masts and other

deck work were shattered, and she is In a

very battered condition."

RUSSIAN DESTROYER AT
WOOSUN<5.

A telegram has been received by the

Foreign Office to the effect that the Rus-

sian destroyer " Bodry " arrived at Woo-
sung on the 4th ins

the Woosung Fort
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THE LOSS OF THE BATTLESHIP
" YA8HIMA."

A SUCCESSION OF TRAGEDIES.

The circumstances attending the loss

of the battleship " Yashima," which was

officially admitted by the Government

recently together with the loss of several

other vessels not reported at the time of

occurrence, are now coming to light.

One report says that at about 10 o'clock

on the morning of May 15th last the

battleship " Hatsuae " and the cruiser

" Yoshlno " were both sunk, the former

|>y a mine and the latter by collision.

About a quarter of an hour after these

disastrous occurrences were known, a

violent explosion waa heard near the

battleship " Yashlma," and the vessel

waa enveloped In a column of black

smoke. When the smoke lifted, however,

It was seen that the " Yashima " was still

afloat, and the battleship " Mlkasa" went

to her assistance and took her In tow.

She was making water rapidly, but It was

hoped by pumping hard and making tem-

porary repairs to dock the vessel. All

efforts, however, wore of no avail. Two
hours after striking the mine, the

"Yashima" began to Bettle, at a point

twenty miles south-west of Laotl Hill.

When It was seen that the vessel must

sink Captain Sakamoto ordered the

portrait of the Emperor and all im-

portant documents to be removed to

another ship. The crew then changed

their dress, put on the best uniform, and

drew up in line ou deck. They sang the

Kimigayo, and. having cheered for the

Emperor and the Navy, removed to the

" Kasagi." Three minutes afterwards the

battleship went down. Next day a Junk

leaving Port Arthur waa stopped, and a

dispatch from General Stoesscl to St.

Petersburg Intercepted. The dispatch con-

tained this passage:-" Lately we have

observed that the Japanese squadron

takes the same course In cruising off Port

Arthur. On the night of the 14th a de-

stroyer flotilla mined the course taken by

the Japanese, and on the following day

we observed that the * Hatsuse,'

'Yoshlno,' and another vessel of the

• Fuji ' type struck mines and were sunk."

It will be remembered that in the in-

terview with the Captain of the "Sevas-

topol " which Mr. Edwin Emerson bad,

and which appeared at length In our

columns, that officer made a very similar

statement. He said It had been observed

that the Japanese vessels In their dally

reconnoitre of the port. Invariably took

the same course. One night the course

was sown with mines, and next morning

occurred tbe series of disasters which In

a few hours considerably weakened the

Japanese Navy.

TOGO VISITS ROHJ KSTVENSKY.

FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

At 2 o'clock on the afternoon of the 1st

instant, Admiral Togo paid a visit to

Admiral Rohjestvensky at Saseho Naval

Hospital. The Russian Admiral, despite

I

his severe wound, rose from his bed and

i cordially received his late rival. Through

the interpretation of Lieutenant Yama-

moto. Admiral Togo spoke as follows

" I deeply grieve to see you wounded,

though such a misfortune is always to be

I
expected in fighting. I hope you find the

! arrangements of the hospital satisfac-

tory, and shall feci happy If you will

excuse all shortcomings. I wish you a

speedy recovery from your wounds."

Admiral Rohjestvcnsky thanked Togo

heartily for his visit, and replied :—" I

admire tie efficiency of your fleet and I

deem It an honour to be wounded. In that

it has brought me a visit from the dis-

tinguished officer commanding the vic-

torious fleet," The wounded Admiral

concluded by wishing good health to

Admiral Togo.

The Interview lasted only a few

minutes, and nothing else was said on

either side.

VESSELS KAISEL) AT POUT
ARTHUR.

A Notification has been Issued by l.ie

Navy Department announcing that the

late Russian .service vessels " Angara "

and " Kazan," refloated at Port Arthur,

have been renamed the " Auegawa-maru "

and " Kasado-maru " respectively, and

placed under the commission of the Kure

Port Admiralty.

THE EFFECT OF THE BATTLE

The talk of peace which was general

In Europe a few days ago and also la

Russia In consequence of tbe battle of

Tsushima Strait* Is now giving place to

different views. The Xovoe Yremya ex-

presses the opinion that the battle does

not seriously affect the campaign. The

Foreign Office has received a telegram

giving the substance of what the Xovo*

Yremya say* :

—

" We admit that the Russian Fleet has

suffered a serious defeat In the battle of

Tsushima Straits and that Russia will

have to do wltnout a large navy for years

to come, but the defeat of tbe Fleet does

not render Impossible the continuation of

the land campaign. Russia, maintaining

a land force of 500,000, cannot lend ears

to those who propose peace. Tbe defeat

of the navy will In no way affect the

situation on land. On land Russia can

rely on her own military force at present

the same as at the commencement of

hostilities. The loss to the Russian Navy

In the battle off Tsushima Is enormous,

and it may be surmised that many Rus-

sians are now inclined to think of ac-

cepting any terms of peace proposed by

Japan, but such a view l8 sheer dob-

ESCAPED PRlSONEKS OF WAR
RECAPTURED.

Twelve prisoners of war escaped from

HimeJI on the 31st ultimo, and five of

them were captured late on Sunday night

near a seaside village. They were sp-

prebended by a policeman, and according

to their statement had concealed them-

selves In the hills for three days. They

had heard reports of the disaster to ta«

Baltic squadron, and It was their inten-

tion to try and escape to Vladivostok.

The men formerly belonged to the

" Rurlk." the cruiser sunk by Admiral

Kamimura in the Japan Sea last year.

They had still sufficient bread in their

possession for a day's provisions.

Thursday, June 8<A.

NOTES ON THE NAVAL
BATTLE.

ADMIRAL TOGO'S CONVICTION.

Referring to the days preceding the

battle of T.-uishima Straits, the Tokyo

journal H<nhi says that after Admiral

Rohjestvensky left French waters nothing

was heard of his squadrons for several

days, which caused a certain amount of

BMtSlMM among the officers of the

Japanese fleet. It wa» generally believed

he had made his way Into the Pacific, and

there was a good deal of doubt about the

course the Russian Aiimlral would lake

, to enter the Japan Sea. The officers

thought he would enter through either

the Thugaru or Soya Straits, the view held

by many experts abroad and probably by

all laymen. But there was one who *i>
convinced that the Russians would use

i the Tsushima Straits, and this was A.I-

miral Togo, who through all the various

reports that were received of the Hus»ian

told, and firm to his conviction. His

reasons were probably plain to any ex-

perienced mariner. He is reported to

have said that during the present lags*

season no large squadron would a:teni|H

the navigation of either the Soya or

,

Tsugaru Straits, and that the Russians

would be compelled to go via Tsushima

Straits.
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At 5 o'clock on toe morning of May certained. Encouraged by this

27th, continues the Hochi. an alarm was Admiral Nebogatoff steamed on, and when
received that Russian ships had appeared

off Quelpart Island. The Japanese scouts

followed the Russians, while concealing

themselves from view. The squadron
under Admiral L'rlu

weigh at Takeshlki,

I'tiomy at a distance. A division under
Admiral Togo and a division under Ad-

miral Kamlniura left their bases at 6

o'clock and steamed northwards at high

speed. By this time the Russians were

steaming at 13 knots, while Togo was
going at 15 and Kamimura at 17 knots.

After steaming for four or five hours.

Togo reduced his speed by half a knot,

finding that he was getting too far ahead,

anJ when the Russians cleared the east

waterway of the Korean Channel, they

discovered Admirals Togo and Kamimura
ahead of them, with Admiral l'rlu at the

rear. Finding it Impossible either to ad-

vance or retreat, they then opened fire

The range was 12,000 metres, and every

shot fell short. Togo refrained from re-

turning Are. and kept on his course. Spe-

cial-service boats which accompanied the

Russian squadron steered tn the starboard

of the squadron to get clear of the fight-

ing, when the range ttetween the flagship

• Suvaroff " and one of the Japanese ships

was found to be 7JO0 metres. Togo then

gave the order to Are four or five rounds

as an experiment. This order was com-

plied with, every shot taking effect, and

H seems the flagship of Admiral Rohjest-

vensky was actually sunk by the trial flie

of the Japanese. Rohjestvensky, who was

wounded, removed three times into

different destroyers before he fell a pri-

soner. The fighting on May 27th lasted

only two or three hours In the afternoon

before the contest was ..added. By about

4.30 o'clock the Russian* were throwu

into disorder, which was aggravated at

night by the torpedo attacks. The next

day was spent in the pursuit.

turning round the island, to our great

surprise a strong Japanese squadron

came in sight. Admiral Togo's flagship

was in the van, the 1 Niasbln. flying the

which got under flag of Admiral Misu. bringing up the

also followed the rear. The Japanese proved too strong to

be fought, and Admiral Nebogatoff re-

solved to surrender. His stiff and the

commanding officers of all his ships

agreed without a dissenting voice. At

this moment the cruiser ' Uumrud.'

which Is of very btsh speed, dashed out

The officer say* Admiral Togo accepter!

the offer to surrender without hesitation,

and Invited Admiral Nebogatoff to his

ship, the " Mlkasa." He was shown to

the cabin of the Japanese Commander-in-

Chief, and there the ceremony of sur-

render was gone through. Upon the con-

clusion. Admiral Nebogatoff opened a

general conversation and remarked :
—" I

am astonished by the excellence of your

plan of operations and tactics, and cannot

help admiring your professional ability.

How did you come to

were going to

Straits ? " Admiral Togo smiled and re-

plied:—" You circulated different reports,

hinting that yon were coming by way of

Soya or Tsugaru Straits, but I had a firm

conviction that you were resolved to force

a passage throngh Tsushima Straits. The
present is the foggy season at Soya or

Tsugaru. and no one who baa the least

knowledge of the navigation would be so

imprudent as to attempt to pass with any

large fleet through such dangerous waters,

i I was convinced that you were circulating

these reports with a view to deceiving

j
me." Admiral NebogsAoff seemed sur-

prised at the reply of Togo, and then

,
spoke of the destructive power of the

that the

of the battleahlp " Nlcolal

I." was perforated by every shot sent by

the Japanese 12-inch guns. Nebogatoff ad-

mitted that he had not the slightest idea

that the fire would be so powerful. Ad-

miral Togo smiled again, and merely

replied " Is that so ? " The conversation

then

to the United States authorities for per-

mission to repair his ships. The authori-

ties at Manila report that the repair of

the "Oleg" will take two months, the
" Aurora " one month, and the " Zem-
tchug " seven days.

The Russian war ships captured In th»>

late naval battle were re-named on Mon-
day. The battleship "Orel" Is now the
" Iwaml "

;
" Nlrotai L" the " Iki "

:

"Apraksin" the " Oklnoshlma " : and
the " Senlavln " the

On Monday last Mr. Otaglrl. Japanese

Consul-General at Shanghai, received aa
Intimation from the Taoial that the latter

had received telegraphic advice from the

Commander of the Chinese Naval Station

at Woosung that the officer in command
of the Russian destroyer " Bodry." w hlca

arrived at Woosung on Sunday, had
agreed to his ship being dismantled

and detained !>y the Chinese au-

thorities, and thai he had given assur-

ance that the crew of the destroyer

would not take part In further fighting

during the present war.

THK PRISONERS OF THK
NAVAL BATTLE.

OFFICIAL RETCRNS.

The following account of the events

which led up to the surrender of Admiral

Nebogatoff is supplied to the Hochi by a

Staff officer of the Admiral who is now

a prUoner at Saseho :
—

" In the course of the fighting on .May

27th, the Russian fleet was thrown Into

confusion, and at night it was d in-

spirited by the torpedo attacks. The

third squadron under Nebogatoff con-

cluded that It would be In vain to con-

tinue the fighting any longer against so

strong an enemy, and it was decided to

run to Vladivostok with all speed. In the

darkness and disorder the squadron had

tost its bearings, and the only course

now to he taken was to get Into touch

with Korea or find an islaud. An order

was given by the Admiral for the vessels

to do their utmost to discover land, and

immediatel;. report to the flagship. Pre-

sently a report wa.< received from the

" Izumrwl." and the Admiral headed the

Squadron in 'hut dlreftlon. The report

wa< soon followed by another paying that

the land lu xie'.u was l'l-leung Island, in.! A London telegram to the Asahi re-

t.'ie position ->t the squadron was then as- ports that Admiral Enquist has applied

believe

that Admiral NebogatofTs surrender re-

flects no credit on the Russian arms. A
story comes from Shlmonosekl which In-

dicates that the most merciless critics

of this surrender are Russians them-

selves. A dispatch reports that the pri-

soners taken in the recent battle who did

not surrender refuse to be quartered with

those who belong to the ships which

raised the white flag. They even

threatened violence against the surren-

dered men, and It appears they have now
been separated. It was the commanders
and not the men who surrendered, but the

men will be made to bear the fault in the

estimation of their fellows.

An official return of the prisoners taken

in the battle of Tsushima Straits, made
at noon on the 5th instant, shows that the

total number of prisoners Is 6,142. OT
the number. 5,420 are now settled at

various prisoners' depots. 5S2 are still at

Admiralty ports or at the Naval Station

of Tsushima. 137 are to be released, and

3 have died. Besides the above. 69 chap-

lains and naval surgeons have already

set at liberty and sent away.

THE LATE GENERAL
KONDRATCHENKO.

General Balaaboff. President of the

Russian Red Cross at Port Arthur, ar-

rived at Chefoo on Tuesday

and proceeded to Tientsin by

He Is returning to Russia from Tientsin

overland.

The remains of General Kondratchenko.

who was killed at Port Arthur, were con-

veyed to Chefoo by General Balashoff,

are to be sent to Odessa by steamer

THE CREW OK THK
" OLDHAMIA."

The AMahi publishes a dispatch to the

effect that news has been received at

Shanghai that a Russian ship landed 29

British seamen belonging to the " Old-

hamla " outside the port of Swatow. Tne
men were landed in a boat The " Olfi-

hamla " Is the oil-laden vessel that was
recently captured by the Russians and is.

now In the hands of the Japanese
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Friday, June !»//,.

fllHE surrendered cfflceris who have been
J- quartered at the Mafzuni Port
Admiralty have derided not to return to

Russia on parole. On Wednesday they
nere Kent on to Ninoshima, rear L'JIna.

and will he Interned there. The party.

Including servant*, numbers IL

•

Admiral IJuln. of the Naval Staff, who
has been at Malznru Inspetlng the battle-

ship "Orel." left lor Tokyo on Wednes-
day.

• •

According to Osaka journals, some of

the Polish prisoners at Fushimi, on
hearing of the destruction of the Baltic-

Fleet, cheered wildly. These men declare

that it will not be sare for them to re-

turn home upon the conclusion of the

war. They will be either murdered dur-

ing the voyage, or will lose their life on
their return. The men want to be

naturalised as Japanese subjects and

spend the rest of their day* at Saghallen

or Vladivostok, which they hellere will

be annexed by Japan.

WORK OF THE T0RPKD0-B0AT8
IN THE NAVAL BATTLE.

An Interesting account of the opera-

tions of the first torpedo-boat flotilla In

the Japan Sea battle is published

In vernacular contemporaries. It Is given

by a Japanese officer who wus present in

the battle, and is to the following

effect :
—

The first torpedo-boat flotilla under the
command of Lieut.-Commander Fnkudn
consists of four boats—"No. to" (Lieu-
tenant Nakamutai ; "No. 08" (Lieu-
tenant Teraoka) ; "No. 09 " illagshlpl;

and "No. TO" (Lieutenant Nango), The
whole Is under the commission of the
Yokosuka Port Admiralty. The flotilla

left Saseho for active service on February
0th last year, and took part in the

blockade of Port Arthur, the battle on
August loth last off Port Arthur, and
again in the last encounter, each time
rendering most valuable and dis-

tinguished service, in the last battle
" No. 09." the flagship, was lost.

The flotilla proceeded from Katsumoto,
ikl Island, to the base of the naval out-

look tower on May 20th. when very high
seas were running, reaching the destina-

tion at about 9 o'clock that evening. At
about 7 o'clock on the following morning
the flotilla received information that a
Russian squadron consisting of ships

was in sight near Quelpart Island, steam-
ing north-eastward, anil the flotilla im-
mediately got under weigh and took lis

place in the lines, following the cruiser

squadron. Soon afterwards a signal was
given from the outlook tower announcing
that the enemy was Just passing the
Eastern waterway. A few minutes after
2 p.m. a further signal was received to
the effect that severe fighting wag In pro-
gress In the vicinity of Oklnoahlma, and
the flotilla hastened to the scene at a

speed of over 15 knots. Contrary to ex-
expectation, on reaching the island all
was found to be quiet there, not the
shadow of a war-ship was to be seen,
nor was there any sound of firing. A few
minutes later a further signal was re-
ceived, reporting that fighting was in
progress 16 miles north of the Island.
Thereupon the flotilla, led bv "No. 69"
and with "No. 67" at the mar. darted
off. as directed by the signal, to And ihe
fighting at its height, the flashes from the
guns from both sides being distinctly
observed. The Russian battle -ship
" Osliabya " and the service boat
" Kanisi hatka " were found to be within
the focus of the Japanese fire, and when
the flotilla arrived they were already dis-
abled, and all manner of wreckage.

|
»UCh as bedding, tildes. &e., strewed the

i
sea. The battleship " llorodino " was
ablaze, ami against this vessel the flotilla

I
at once discharged two torpedoes, which
proved the finishing stroke. Night

j

having fallen, firing temporarily ceased.

I

but the torpedo-boat flotillas received
orders to make an attack. All the boars
started out. hut the night waH pitch-
dark and nothing could be discerned, it

being impossible to distinguish the
.liiinnesp ships from those of the enemv.
There was. therefore, some hesita-
tion. The Russian ships, however, blued
forth their searchlights, probahly with
a view to guarding against the Japanese
torpedo attack. Thus the Russians in-
advertently showed their positions. By
the searchlights, the Russian ships were
found to be lying in disorder as the result
of the hard blows received In the course
of the fighting during the day. " No
68" was ordered to attack the battle-
ship at the extreme left of the Russian
line, and the boat plunged through huge
waves. The Russians directed their
seirehlights upon the little craft and
volleyed their U-cm. qulckflrers and
smaller guns upon the boat. Despite
this, "No. 68" pressed on and closed to
within 2M metres or the object of the
attack, when It sent in two torpedoes,
slowly fixing the range. The Russian
fire became more rapid than before, and
shots fell around the boat like hail, six
or them piercing the side of (he boat,
while two men wc-e killed and another
was severely wounded. Subsequently
another shot blew an engineer-boatswain
to pieces and killed another man and
wounded two others. The Are smashed
the compass stand, and the chart was
damaged. Happily the commanding
officer escaped unhurt. " No. 68." which
had its boiler slightly damaged, could re-

main no longer and was obliged to with-
draw. On the way the steam failed, and
the boat had to remain stationary for
about an hour while the steam plpe was
repaired. Meantime the enemy poured
their fire upon the helpless torpedo-boat,
hut all on board worked hard and they
managed to fill every hole made by
the enemy's shots and so saved the boat
from sinking. The enemy subsequently
turned the searchlights upon other
boats which were now making attacks,
and this gave a chance to " No. 08 " lo set
out of danger. It was about 10 on the
morning of the 2Sth when she reached
Takeshikl.

THE GREAT NAVAL FIGHT.

RIUTSIAN EYE-WITNESSES' ACCOUNT.

ADMIRAL ALEXEIEFF.

Admiral Aleseieff Is reported in

London telegram to have tendered his re-

signation as Viceroy In the Far East, but

the Tsar has declined to accept it

When the Russian transport " Korea

;

arrived at Shanghai on Tuesday, the

toth ultimo, Just after the battle, a re-

presentative of the Shanghai 7'lrnei went
aboard and gleaned some interesting In-

formation from the crew, who were eye-

witnesses of the fight but. by force of

circumstance*, unable to take active part

In It. Prom our Shanghai contetnpoury
we take the following :—
The " Korea " Is a two-funnelled vessel,

and. though she had delivered her cargo
of coal to the Russian battleships, was
ordered to accompany the Armada In its

wild and daring dash for Vladivostok.
Her position was, with other transports.
In the centre of the Russian Fleet, flanked
on the one side by the battleship* and oo
the other by heavily armoured cruisers.
When the battle was at its height on the
• veiling or Saturday, the 27th, her com-
mander derided that the Korean Straits
were a trifle too warm for a nun-combat-
ant, and made a break Tor safety. The
Japanese sent shell after shell at the run-
away ami she was hit in three places by
four or six-inch shells, while her boats
were riddled with shot from the rapid-fire
guns, in the effort to pick off her crew.

In ber starboard side, just above the
water-line, there is a ragged hole about
one foot in diameter, where a shell en-
tered, killing one of the crew and slightly
Injuring several others. On the port side
a small shell cut its way through, while
'.he hull shows many indentations made
by spent shells of small calibre.
The story of the light is graphic, anil

throws a new light upon the Russian
railor, at least those under Admiral Roh-
jestvensky. The Armada sighted tin
Japanese scouts at daylight, but t; was
nearly 8 o'clock when the main force
came into striking distance. The RDHsU
Fleet, being about Id vessels, as pre-ar-

ranged, divided into three squadrons, bat-

tleships to the tore. Admiral Roajeft-
vensky was on the flagship " Kalai
Suvaroff." leading. Admiral Folkersahm's
squadron formed the right point of 'he

flying wedge, while Admiral NebogaiotT
held the left, Lhe torpedoers acting as dis-

patch lioats.

Admiral Togo's torpedo flotilla, es-

timated at between tu and 60 vessels, ad-

vanced at full speed to meet the Armada,
while the Japanese line-of-battleslilps

opened fire with their 10 and 12-in. guns
at a range of about three and a half

miles. The Japanese torpedoers darted
in and our among the Russian vessels

with lightning speed, discharging torpedo
after torpedo. In most cases these pro-

Jen lies were tendered ineffective by the

torpedo nets.

Three times during Saturday the Rus-
sians threw such a storm of shells Into

the detachment under Admiral Togo*
personal command that It was forced to

retire. Meantime the Japanese on the
b'Tr were doing great damage tn Neboua-
'off's section, and Rohjestvensky went to

his assistance, causing the Japanese to

withdraw temporarily.
Togo's section resumed fire and cloned

In. whereupon Rohjestvensky left N'ebo-

gatoff to engage Togo. The Japanese Mr-
rounded the Russian flag-ship " Knlaa
Suvaroff " and almost tore this ship to

nieces with a concentrated fire. In »
few minutes she was a perfect wreck and
sinking. Rohjestvensky boarded a if
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•trover and. raising hi* flag on the

cruiser '• Aurora," returned lo the fray.

The Russian battleship " Orel " was
denuded of masts, funnel*, eonnlng-towers
and turrets. As ."he appeared to be in a
sinking condition, the Japanese torpedo-
boat!) surrounded her. She suddenly
started ahead at full speed and apparently
sunk five or six torpe.loers.

From this tlrae. the " Korea'* " officers

were unable to follow the movements or
distinguish the different vessels. They
slated, however, that the many flashes

from I he guns and the explosions on the

Russian battleships transformed the night
lnio day.
Asked as to the reported surrender of

Admiral Ncbogatoff. the "Korea's" offi-

cers refused to believe that he struck his

flag while there was a fighting chance.
Thev beliewj ! thai A Imiral I i k«i *ahm
went to the bottom with his ship, as his

squadron was literally destroyed. There
were ten Russian battleships in action,

according to the collier's officers.

The " Korea's " crew is cosmopolitan,
comprising Russians. Germans, French.
Swo lex, Danes and Norwegians. Site

was very dirty, but in fair condition. Her
master Is Captain Hakonoff ami she car-

ries four det-k officers, and four engineers
On board I here are six big flat coal tanks
about ::r» by fi feet.

While the Journalist was on board the
" Korea," a dispatch arrived from the
Chinese Admiral ordering the essential

parts of the engines to be removed, or the
vessel to proceed along the river to
Shanghai.

THE SITUATION IN

MANCHURIA.

In a report received at Tokyo on Tues-

day evening Marshal Oyama states that

no change has occurred In the general

situation. Early on Monday morning a

body of Russian infantry advanced to the

neighbourhood of Marhatun, two and a

half miles north of Welyengpaomen, but

was repulsed by the Japanese outpost. A
of the Japanese, which ad-

vanced in the direction of Shahatxe. ten

miles east of Changtu. on the same day.

drove away the enemy and occupied the

railway station tlx re and also an eleva-

tion near by. On the same day a body of

Japanese cavalry overcame the Russian

cavalry at ChichatM, IS miles north of

Kangpitig, and also at Chaehat/.e.

8 miles east or Chlchatie. The Japanese

occupied those plares.

A later dispatch from Marshal Oyama.
published yesterday, states that on Tues-

day morning a body of 15" Russian

troops advanced to Sumyotze. east of

Ylnge-plenmen They were attacked by

the Japanese on an elevation north of

the place, and re: rented in disorder

In the afternoon. tn this action the

Japanese captured one prisoner and 21

MORE FOREIGN OlMNIoN ON
THE NAVAL VICTORY.

feel that they are among appreciative

friends. The same journal repeats that

Russia has now exhausted every means
for gaining the victory, and urges tha

speedy conclusion of the war.

The Xoroe Vrtmva now admits that

as the result of the serious defeat of the

Russian squadron in the neighbourly I

of the Tsushima Straits, Russia has lost

her naval power for many \ears to come,

but cannot see why this should make it

impossible to carry out the war on land.

Ku«*ia. which has half a million troops

in Manchuria, adds this journal, cannot

lend ears to the talk of peace. The naval

defeat does not change the situation on

land. Since the commencement of war,

there has been no diminution in the lie-

llef that Russia i»n rely upon her land

forces. The losses the navy has sustained

are terrible ; but that loss alone falsifies

the belief 'hat a large section of the Rus-

sian people are willing to accept tho

terms of peace dictated by Japan.

The Foreign Office is in receipt of

further telegrams giving the opinions of

the foreign Press on the naval victory

and its outcome.

Commenting on the victory from a

naval standpoint, the Kolnitche /.fitung

considers that it Is no wonder that the

victory has caused the German nation,

characterised as It is by martial ardour,

to increase Its respect and admiration for

Japan. It Is not only Germany but tho

whole world that admires and respects

Japan. It was a happy coincidence that

Prince Arisugawa should have arrived at

Berlin on the day when the victory was

announced. The cordiality of the recep-

tion accorded the Prince and Princess and

their suite Is unprecedented, and will tend

more than anything else to

MORE DISTURBANCES AMONG
RUSSIAN PRISONERS.

At about half-past six on Wednesday,

evening last 91 of the Russian prisoners

Interned at the ShohoJI temple, HimeJI,

created a dlslurlianre. A company of

troops and a number of police were soon

on the scene, and suppressed the disturb-

ance In about an hour. The rioters were

removed to the barracks of the 39th Regi-

ment, and as a punishment bad to Bpend

the night in the open air. The cause of

(he disturbance Is said to have been the

result of some complaints made against

a certain penalty Imposed upon some of

the prisoner* who were guilty of some
delinquency In connection with the cook-

ing of food.

Saturday, June H)th.

rE Horhi publishes some further de-

tails of the battle from the Russian

side, an interesting account having been

obtained from the Captain late In com-

mand of the battleship " Sissol Veliky."

which left Llbau October 5th and Joined

Admiral Folkorsahm's squadron. The Cap-

tain says officers and men were

thoroughly tired of the monotony by the

time Annam was reached, but all had

great hopes of reaching Vladivostok. Ad-

miral Rohjestvensky decided upon pass-

ing through the Tsushima Straits with-

out consulting any of the officers on the

"Sissol Veliky." and it Is thought pro-

bable the Admiral concluded that only a

weak squadron was in the straits or on
the Japan Sea. They therefore advanced,

anticipating a probable encounter on the

Japan Sea. About 9 o'clock on the morn-
ing of May 27th they sighted several

Japanese cruisers on the starboard but

oon disappeared, and It was

eluded that these were scouts. The
" Sissol " was early damaged In the fight

which began some four hours later, and

at night she sustained a long torpedo

attack. She sank thirty miles east of

Tsushima about 9 o'clock on the morning

of the 28th. but this was due to the gun

fire of the previous day and not to the

torpedo attack. Two officers and 27 men
were killed during the fighting and before

the vessel sank all the rest Jumped over-

board, being rescued very quickly by the

" Shinano-maru," " Taljln-maru." and
" Yamato-maru." The complement of

the " Sissol Veliky " was 32 officers and

6M men, nearly a

The Captain of the " Sissol Veliky " is

no stranger to Japan. He first visited

the country thirty-three years ago, and

has been here on seven separate occasions

since. Referring to the qualities dis-

played by the Japanese, the Captain said

they are excellent gunners, but have some-
thing to learn in the use of the torpedo.

Of the total number that were sent

against the " Sissoi " only one took effect.

At the same time some allowance must
be made for the high seas running at the

time.

•

The Hochi also publishes a long state-

ment of the officer commanding the

cruiser " Nakhimoff." This officer says

that Admiral Folkersahm was danger-

ously 111 during the battle, and fell over-

board and was drowned. The Russians

fully believed the main force of the

Japanese were near Formosa. After the

first day's fighting, in which the " Nakhi-

moff" was damaged, the cruiser was at-

tacked during the night by nine de-

stroyers. She was struck by a torpedo

forward, and all efforts to save the vessel

were of no avail. Her
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25 officers and SOU men, which is

nearly a hundred above the official

oil, and the decks were crowded with the

ship's cargo, but nothing was found to

ber. Justify a seizure, excepting the oil Itself,

• which Captain Stewart says does not
* * eonu* within the limits of unconditional

The Captain of the " Nakhimoff" states contraband. On the 19th the greater

that when they were at Kamrahn Bay Portion of the crew. 29, were sent on

there were two French war-ships there board the battleship " Orel." the Inten-

aml they were invited to enter the bay lion being to leave the Captain, engineer,

and telegraph to St. Petersburg. The and two others on the vessel with the

Baltic squadrons were organised in great prize crew. This arrangement, however,

haste. They were short of officers, and wa» altered by signal from Admiral Roh-
mauy young graduates of mercantile jestvensky's flagship, and Captain Stewart

marine schools were substituted. a„d n jB three companions were trans-

ferred to the cruiser " Oleg.'' The ac-

count In our Nagasaki contemporary

proceeds :—
Captain Stewart informs us thai while

Captain and his comrades at Nagasaki,
the 29 men at Swatow. and the ship from
somewhere or other should come t>
gether, after such an exceptional ex-

perience, without sustaining any losr

THE CAKKIAGE OF
CONTRABAND.

' CILURNUM " OVERHAULED BV

RI'SSIAN CRl'ISER.

on the "Oleg" they were treated with the

utmost consideration by the Russians.

Owing to lack of suitable accommodation
they were obliged to sleep on deck, but

as regards food and liberty they had

nothing to complain about. No restric-

tions were placed upon their movements,

A message of the following day reads:—
The Moscow Zemstvos, though forbidden

A London telegram to the VhrvnUle

dated the 6th Instant reads :
—

The Hrrliner Tageblatt states that

Ormau seamen's contracts with the

fourth Baltic squadron have ben

cancelled.

An antiwar demonstration In St.

Petersburg has been arranged for Thurs- an <i he states that' the Russian cruiser

day. was In flrst-rate condition. From con-

versation with the officers he learned that

the Russians fully expected to have to

tight on Thursday, the 25th. forty-eight

hours earlier than the Fleet came into

contact with the Japanese. As no Japan-

ese war-shlpa were encountered on the
to meet, assembled privately yesterday. Thursday, the Russians Imagined that

but were dispersed by the police. ! they would reach Vladivostok without

Seventy-two members of the Moscow I
molestation.

....... i. * . . Prior to this the four Britishers were
Municipality have s gned a resolution In ' . T.. . . ,, „

. '
. " , . ... transferred to the hospital ship Orel,

favour of the Immediate cessation of the on wh(ch flrt t.ci aaB accommodation was
provided them. During the voyage north

the two hospital ships were kept in rear

of the Fleet. When the battle began on
the Saturday morning, there were about

forty convalescents on the deck of the
" Orel." It was not long, however, before

they were sent below, as the shot and
shell from the Japanese war-ships, pass-

ing over the Russian battle fleet, came
perilously near to the hospital ships and
there was great danger. Captain Stewart
says that the gunnery duel lasted five

hours and that the most serious damage

The Foreign Office Is In receipt of a
telegram which gives the substance of

An article in the Xnioe Vrrmya to the

following effect :—
" We cannot recognise complete defeat

before the Japanese fleet has appeared in

the Baltic Sea, and captured Kronstadt

and St. Petersburg. At present Russia "
0
"",'

he j^uSm e7u\.TroT was"lnfllcted~by
has still the ways and means to regain

her position and maintain the prestige

of a Ureal Power. In this connection,

the convocation of an assembly of

national representatives will largely

fit Russia."

The Vleiiomotti remarks that

out of the question at the present

and urges that martial law should be de-

clared throughout the Russian Empire,
war taxes Imposed. Internal troubles sup-

pressed, and a thorough military Govern-

ment established.

THE SEIZURE OF THE
" OLDHAMIA."

CAPTAIN AT NAGASAKI.

Captain Stewart, of the British steamer
" Oldhamia." and three other members
of the crew of that vessel, arrived at

evening from

Interviewed by the Sayanaki Press.

Captain Stewart Mates that the " Old-

hamia " was stopped by the Russians on

the night of the ISth ultimo. A long

search was made In the expectation of

finding contraband hidden under the

the attacks of the destroyer and torpedo-

boat flotillas on the evening of the 27th.

When the hospital ships were seized

by the Japanese on the 28th. the four
captives were nominally released but

were transferee to the " Manshu-maru "

(formerly the Chinese Eastern Railway
steamer "Manchuria") and .taken to

Saseho. Daring their stay at the latter

place their movements were fettered

more than they had keen during the

whole of the experience. In respect to

the statement which has been published

to the effect that the Russian hospital

ships are being detained In Saseho owing
to their suspicious conduct during the

engagement. Captain Stewart says that

he saw nothing to warrant suspicion and
believes that the vessels were intended

and used solely for the care of the sick.

: No wounded were placed on board during
! the battle, and the Captain thinks that

the transfer could not have been effected.

He describes it as a nerve-destroying
experience for a spectator, the roar of

the guns and swish of the shells being
by no means pleasant.

Captain 8tewart Is now endeavouring
to And his ship. If she Is now In the
hands of the Japanese, savs our con-

temporary, we expect the Captain
will soon be In possession of his

ship, as he had not been condemned by
n Hu-^lan Prize Court prior to re-eaptu-"

and the Japanese could hardly establish

a legal claim under the elrcumstan.ei,
unless for salvage. It would, we beileve.

be unique In the annals of war If the

Captain O. E Anderson,

of the Cllurnum." which arrived st

Kobe on Thursday, gave to a Chronicle

reporter an account of the experience of

his vessel at the hands of the Russians.

The Captain explains that he would

probably never have met the Rus-

sian cruiser had he been able to

clear from Shanghai at the proper time,

but he had difficulties with his crew,

who refused to go to Japan as there was

contraband on board. Persuasion failliv.

the Captain discharged his crew and ru-

gaged a fresh one. The ship's experiences

after leaving Shanghai be describes as

follows in the log :

—

"The steamer left Shanghai at 11.S0

a.m. on the 2nd June. At a quarter to

one it was ascertained that the tide fail

not risen sufficiently on the Woosung bar.

and we therefore anchored until about

midnight. We passed the bell buoy a:

about 6 a.m. on the 3rd June, and pro-

ceeded on the voyage. At about ;!.IW

p.m. the same day. when somt eighty

miles from the bell buoy, we sighted a

msn-of-war, which bore down upon tin

from the northward. This veasel was

later ascertained to be the ' Rlon,' for-

merly the ' Smolensk.' under the Russian

man-of-war flag. She signalled to II

' M N.' ' Stop Instantly,' and we Imme-

diately obeyed. At about 4.25 p.m. a bo*'

with two Russian officers came alongside

The officers boarded us and demanded u

see the ship's papers, register, article*,

bills of lading, and Consular clear

These being handed to them, the

returned to the ' Rlon." At about S-W

p.m. two boats filled with men came from

the ' Rlon ' and boarded us. Without *

word they at once proceeded to take the

hatches off and throw the cargo over-

board. When questioned, the officer in

command, speaking good English, said

they were going to examine the csrso

They commenced to JeUlson cases of

antimony. In the presence of my officers

I protested against this proceeding. In

reply the officer in command informed aie

that If I protested they would sink tie

ship at once, as they had done with other

steamers ; that they were like pirates,

and would do Just as they choose ;
thst

my cargo was contraband and they wouil

throw It overboard, especially the cotton.

They lifted hags of beans out of No

hatch coaming, and theu demanded tjat

the No. 2 derrick be rigged. This iloae,

they hoisted the bean bags out of the ho!.!,

and threw them overboard, fairly bun.lltni

•vholo si ins* of bags over the sides at »

time. DlKging down in the No. 2 hoii

they at last came across bales of wta-

cotton, and Jettisoned a
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of these. Previous to this they hart

demanded that No. 1 derrick bo rigged,

and Jettisoned from there all the cotton

hales they could And. and a number of i

other bags. They continued their work
until midnight, when they received an
order Trom the cruiser, which was close

by. and the work was stopped. N'os. 3 and
4 hatches were then superficially ex-

amined. At this time another officer

came aboard with our ship'* papers and
other documents which had been taken

away. He declared that as the contra-

band Cargo of the steamer was less than

half the total cargo we would he allowed

to proceed. He also said a declaration

and receipt stating the number of hales

of cotton, bags of beans, and cases of an-

timony Jettisoned by them would be given

to me Recording to their tally. The Rus-

sian statement, called by the officer a I

protocol, was then translated to me. In i

the presence of my chief officer. I took

no'es or It. and had to acknowledge that

this document had been formally trans-

lated to me.
•• A large quantity of bags of beans

were left on the upper deck, and I re-

quested the officer to let his men put them

below again. He asked permission from
the cruiser to replace the cargo, but was
told that time pressed and they must be

off. So I had to summon all hands to

Jo this work and hatten down the hatches.

During the time of detention I was or-

dered to follow the ' Rlon ' at full speed.

8he steered a south-south-easterly course,

.and this course was pursued at various

speeds from 6 p.m. until midnight, during

which time we steamed from 35 to 40

miles out of our course.

" During the time of Jettlsoulng my
officers were Instructed by me to attempt

to keep count of the goods Jettisoned, but

It was round impossible to do so In the

darkness, and the work was aban-

doned when the Russian officer in

charge demanded that the fore der-

rick be rigged, and when It ap-

peared evident to all of us on board Hut

nothing short of sinking the ship would

satisfy the Invading crew, whose officers

declared that tbey would have every bale

of cotton thrown overboard, which meant

that, they would either jettison the whole

cargo or sink the ship, it is therefore

possible that a larger quantity of cargo

has been jettisoned than what is given In

the Russian statement, especially as the

vacant spaces left in the holds are very

great.

"
1 firmly believe that only the ac-

counts or the great battle and destruction

of the Russian armada as given In the

Shanghai papers from May 28th to Juno

2nd and handed by me to the boarding

officers saved this ship and balance of

cargo, and before leaving I was assured

by the boar-ling officer that compensation

would be given by the Russian Govern-

ment for the cargo which had been jet-

tisoned.

"At 145 a.m. June 4th the "Rlon* left

us. and by l.M we proceeded. After

experiencing rainy and foggy weather we
arrived at Moji on June fith. when I

made a formal protest to the British

Consul."

Captain Anderson took the following

notes of the Russian declaration as I:

was translated :

—

"That In 32 dee. 21 min. N. Lat.

I which as a matter of ract was "I

deg. 21 min.) and 123 deg. 38 min.

B. Long., cruiser ' Rlon,' Captain or

second rank Trloan. stopped the British

steamer ' Ctlurnum ' at about 4.25 p.m.,

having signal hoisted 'Stop instantly.'

which was obeyed at once by the steamer.

Sent a boat and two offli-ers. and no oi>-

jection was made to their going aboard.

Was shown all papers. Steamer !,:!!•»

tons net register of Newcast|e-on-Tyne,

owned by Dun/ord ft Elliott, Captain O. E.

Anderson, T Europeans. 21 Chinese crew,

with cargo from Shanghai bound for

Kobe, consisting of cabbage cake, bean

cake. Hit bale* raw cotton. SM bags rice,

bran. Ac. Three officers have examined

the papers, and come to the conclusion

that the cargo Is neutral, that the ship

Is neutral, and the consignees neutral :

and that this cargo must be If possible

thrown overboard, and the steamer with

less cargo be allowed to proceed on her

voyage."

Tills declaration, of which Hs«

foregoing was the boarding officers' trans-

lation as taken by Captain Anderson, had

;

been typewritten on the cruiser. The re-

I celpt accompanying the declaration was

also in Russian and typewritten, and

stated that according to the Russian tally

thoy had Jettisoned 125 bales of cotton.

411 bags of beans, and 12 cases of anti-

Captain Anderson says there was a

number of men belonging to a German
ship which had been seized on board the

" Rlon." The cruiser had a crew of almm
Sou. and was well armed.

Sunday, June lltfi.

A DM1RAL NEBOGATOFF. now a prl-

soner. has forwarded a report of the

late battle to the Tsar. This was done

at the special wish of Ihe Emperor of

Japan.

It has been ascertained that the damage

offered by the battleship " Orel " In the

recent fighting will require about three

months to repair, and that of the

Nlcolat I." one month. The other ves-

sels at Maizuni, " Apraksln " and " Senla-

vln," were only slightly injured, and will

be repaired In a week or two.

* •

little loss. If this Is correct, then the , the boatswain, were not willing to sur-

argument put forward as to the necessity render. He charges the commanding

A Russian Staff

said it was generally believed In the fleet

that the Japanese bad suffered heavy loss

!n battleships, and that the fleet was

divided, a cruiser squadron being at

Formosa, another near Soya or Tsugaru

Straits, while the weakest was In the

Tsushima Straits. They were therefore

confident of reaching Vladivostok with

of concealing the Japanese losses near

Port Arthur during last year until after

the recent battle In order not to Inspire

the Russians falls to the ground.

A first -class boatswain of the battleship

" Nlcolal " gives details of the last fight

|

of that vessel, and has nothing compli-

mentary to say of his superior ofnrers.

When the battleship was much damaged,

nnd her ammunition nearly exhausted,

she signalled to the flagship. In answer

to an inquiry as to her condition, that she

could only right about five minutes longer.

The flagship answered. " You may sur-

render if Incapable of further righting."

A few minutes later the " Nlcolal," lielng

unable to continue the fight, signalled to

the Japanese offering to surrender. Arter

some time, during which several signals

were exchanged, the offer was accepted

and a Japanese (warding party took

charge. The men of the " Nlcolal." sayi

officer with cowardice, and says he and

many others would have preferred to have

rammed the nearest Japanese war-ship,

sunk It. and then sunk

Lieutenant Murakoshl. of the flagship

" Mlkaea," who is now under treatment

at Saseho Naval Hospital, relates some
striking incidents of the gallant be-

haviour of the men of his ship Two
12-inch shells struck on the starlward

near where the Lieutenant was on duty,

and the flying splinters killed three men.

find wounded thirty-three officers an 1

men. Including Commander Matsumtira.

Lieutenant-Commander Sugano. and Lieu-

tenant Murakoshl. These three officer*

bad their wounds dressed anil tvti:?i<"|

duty. Some of the other wounded fought

until they fell Trom exhaustion. One gun
lost the whole of Its crew. Some men
during an interval In the fighting fell

asleep owing to exhaustion. The be-

haviour of the crew throughout the
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battle was admirable. and their

duties were performed under great

difficulties. Lieutenant Murakoshl eon-

elders that It I* to the gallant behaviour

Of the men I hat the victory was prin-

cipally due.

A 8TEP IN THE DIRECTION
OF PHAGE.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT AS
MEDIATOR.

COMMUNICATION WITH JAPANESE
GOVERNMENT.

The appended communications between

Baron Knmurs. Minister for Foreign

Affairs, and Mr. Grlscom. U.S. Minister

in Tokyo, were published yesterday :
—

On the 9th Instant the U.S. Minister in

Tokyo addressed the following dispatch

to Baron Koniura. Minister for Foreign

Affairs :
—

"In compliam-e with telegraphic In-

structions from the Secretary of State.

1 have the honour of addressing the fol-

lowing communication :
—

- The President feels that the time

has now arrived when he might use his

Influence In the consideration of the pro-

posal as to whether tt is not possible, in

the Interests of the world at large, to

bring 10 an end the present deplorable

war The United States of America has

long maintained intimate and friendly re-

lations with Japan and Russia, and,

wishful for the prosperity and welfare of

the two nations, feels that so long as they

are engaged in hostilities the progress

of the civilisation of the world must be

interrupted. The President of the United

States therefore earnestly hopes that the

Governments of the two hostile countries

may speedily enter into direct negotia-

tions for peace, for the sake not only of

themselves, but for the benefit of the

•whole civilised world.

" ' All negotiations for peace should be

conducted between the two hostile coun-

tries direct—In other words, the Presi-

dent suggests that the time has now come

when the Plenipotentiaries of Japan and

Russia might see their way to making

arrangements for negotiations regarding

peace.

"The President earnestly asks the

Japanese Government to agree to the

meeting of such Plenipotentiaries at this

juncture, and is equally solicitous for the

concurrence of tho Russian Government.

The President does not see that any in-

termediary agent Is required for the

opening of negotlatlor-s for peace ; bnt if

the two countries concerned should deem

it to be of advantage that the President

should assist in arranging the prelimi-

naries, such as the date and place of the

meeting of their Plenipotentiaries, he ia

willing to render any such service to the

best of his ability. The President, how-

ever, would prefer, if possible, that the

preliminaries should be arranged direct

between the two countries or by any

other means ; for his aim and object is

solely the successful arrangement of the

proposed meeting, as the outcome of

which the whole civilised world wishes

that peace may be brought about.'"

To the above the Minister for Foreign

Affairs made the following reply today
Moth) :—
" I have the honour to acknowledge the

receipt of your dispatch of the 9th In-

stant, transmitting the telegraphic in-

struct Ions of His Excellency the Secretary

or Srate. You are requested to convey

the following to your Government as the

reply of tho Imperial Government :—
" The Imperial Government has given

extremely careful consideration to the

valued advice of the President referred to

in your dispatch.

"'The Imperial Government being de

slrou* of restoring peace with Russia in

good faith, in the interests or the world

In general as well as of the Empire of

Japan, it accepts the advice of the Pre-

sident, and will appoint Its Plcnlpoten-

tiary. with full power to meet and discuss

with the Plenipotentiary of Russia, on a
date and at a place to be fixed by either

party, matters with a view to settling and
agreeing upon a basis for negotiations

with the object of concluding

CAPTURED STEAMERS IN

GOVERNMENT SERVICE.

fir the merehant steamers which have

been captured by the Japanese Navy since

the commencement of the war. and ad-

Judged lawful prizes by the Prize Courts,

ten have been placed in the Japanese Go-

vernment service. The new and old

names of these vessels are as follows :

—

NewNauk. iii.r> NiME.
KnrnonEi-maru Eltuterfuoslav
Kai»iiu-m«m ltooala
Hasliu-imiru „.....„.„ Arsun

Miwuurlu
Manrhuria

- Futiing
tleorgi
Severus
Angara
KnMn

Kwaiito-inam ...

Manshu-maru
Chonao-tnsra
Hotetxu-maru
Hhlbrtori-maru ....

Anrgawa-maru ....

ti&satu-maru

NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE THE
WAR.

THE NECESSITY OF PUBLICITY

iitws ok Tiir. "aovor. vrkmya."

The following is a translation, speel-

[
ally prepare*! for the Chronicle, of an

[
important leading article that appeared

in the Xovoe Vrrmya of March 3nth (new
style), with reference to the necessity of

publishing the diplomatic correspondence

on the Russo-Japanese negotiations before

the war :—

-

In reply to the question raised by us
with regard to the necessity of publishing
the diplomatic correspondence concern-
ing our final negotiations with Japan, it

has been pointed out to Us that it is

impossible to comply with such a desire

of public opinion, in view of the
" secrecy " of such documents which
enter into the formation of the corre-

spondence in question : otherwise the

publlr would be Initiated into all those
weaknesses and blunders which were
permitted by our diplomatists In the
terrible period of Russian history which
ended with the " unexpected " attack of

2<>th January told style i : it might, for
example, afford materials which prove
that in the Far Eastern questions our
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from August
V.mmi went for assistance to the Flnan.e
Ministry ; that during the same acute
period of the Russo-Japanese negotia-
tions, in August and Sep:>mber 1903. it

was quite removed from any action what-
soever on the course or these negotia-
tions, and did not even receive from the

i'ar East any reports, except " extracts "

which came to it rrom the Chancellerie
or the Viceroy : that the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs has already Ions sought
chiefly to do:>u<e lis role to the statiu of
an irresponsible and distributing organ,
without Initiative, which acts only when
It receives an impulse from without.
\Ye cannot admit the justice of these

objections. \Vc do not generally tolerate

the idea that the interests of whatever
department It may t*> should be placed

higher than the interests of the

Russian Empire as a whole. The
publication of all correspondence which
tenches our policy In the Far East, be-

ginning with the occupation of Port

Arthur, is. we insist, of more urgent
interest than all our ulterior successes
Indeed, the negative elements of Society

are already sufficiently deafening us with

Insinuations that the war broke out only

over an " uncompleted " timber conces-

sion ; that we entered Into Manchuria
accidentally and unconsciously, as it is

eiitlrel; • \>-i M'>:.i untie • ^sarj to us,

as it Is necessary to us (another version)

only in its northern part ; that the out-

break of the threatening Japanese ques-

tion at the birth ol Daluy explains Itself,

so to say. not by imperial needs, but only

by an inveterate Inter-departmental
strife, and so forth All these Insinuations,

all this nightmare or scepticism, which cor-

rodes our public conscience, must be dla-

pelled liefore the Russian people awake

,
In mind, and boldly, energetically, per-

1 severingly. and. above all. amicably,
devote themselves to that colossal task

which will be necessary for the success-

ful termination of the war. It Is neces-

sary to give documents which will re-

move once and for all the doubt touch-

ing this, that the war is being conducted
by us not over "little Manchuria," but

over our entire position In Asia ; that the

struggle with Japan began, not in con-

sequence of a caprice of the Viceroy, but

In consequence of the absolute Impos-
sibility of satisfying the demands of the

Japanese ; that we remained In Man-
churia not because we wished to violate

a given pledge, but because the actions

of third Powers compelled us to decide

on a free step.

All this and still more ought to be de-

monstrated to the Russian public. The

|

Press can help In this respect only when
Its representatives are given access to the

j

Imperial archives, or receive a detailed

reproduction of all corresponding docu-

ments : the protocols of committees anil

conferences ; reports of our agents in the

East ; records which defined our poller,

etc. All these documents exist In the

Ministry of Foreign AfTalrs. Why are

they not brought to light ?

ADMIRAL ROHJESTVENSKY.

The Surgeon in charge of the

Naval Hospital reports that Admiral

jestvensky is improving in

wound Is healing favourably.
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THE PROPOSED PEACE
NEGOTIATIONS.

IMPERIAL COUNCIL IN TOKYO.

A Council of the Imperial Headquarters
was held yesterday morning, presided over

by hi* Majesty ihe Emperor. There were
also present their Imp-rial Highnesses

the Crown Prime, PriAeM Fushlml,

Kanln. Hiid Yamashina : Marquis Ho,

Marshal Marquis Yamagala. Count
Katsura, the Premier; Count Masukata,

Count Inouye, General Teraurhl. Minister

for War ; Admiral Baron Yamatnoto.

Minister for the Navy ; Baron Komura,
Minister for Foreign Affair* : Admiral
Viscount Ito. Chief of the General Naval

Staff : General Ishlmoto, vico-Mlnister

for War : Admiral Saito, Vice-Minister

for the Navy ; General Nagaoka, Asslst-

•nt-Chlef of the General Army Staff :

Admiral IJuin, Assistant-Chief of the

General Naval Staff ; General Usagawa.

Director of the War Affairs Bureau in the

War Office ; and about ihlrty naval and

military officers attached to the Head-

quarters Staff.

Hi* Majesty, attended by Viscount

Tanaka. Minister for the Imperial House-

hold : Marquis Tokudaljl. Chief Cham-
berlain ; and General Okazawa. Chief of

the Aldes-de-Camp. arrived at the Council

Chamber at 11 o'clock a.m. The Premier

and the Minister for Foreign Affairs in-

troduced certain proposals In regard to

foreign affairs, which were discussed for

several hours. At noon the Council ad-

journed for tiffin, and resumed Its de-

liberations In the afternoon.

It is slated that Mr. Griscom, I'.S.

Minister In Tokyo, sent a lengthy tele-

gram to Washington yesterday morning.

The British and U.S. Ministers paid

visits to the Foreign Office early yester-

day morning.

On Sunday morning General Terauchi.

Minister for War, held a conference with

the Vice-Minister for War and Directors

of Bureaux in the War Office. The con-

ference lasted about two hours and a half.

On Sunday afternoon Marquis Ito called

on the Premier, and a consultation

held which las'ed for several hours.

At 6 o'clock on Saturday evening Mr.

Chlnda, Vice-Mlnlster for Foreign Affair.-,

called a meeting at his department of re-

presentatives of the Tokyo Press, and
save out some particulars of the circum-

stances which led to the opening of

negotiations for the peace preliminaries.

There were present at the meeting, be-

sides the Vice-Mlnlster, Mr. Yamaza.

Director of the Political Bureau In the

Foreign Office, and Messrs. Kurachl and

Sakata. Foreign Office Councillors.

After giving out the communication

exchanged between the Minister for For-

eign Affairs and Mr. Griscom. published

In our Sunday's Issue. Mr. Chinda said:-

"The object of calling this meeting Is

to make a report of the most im-

portant nature In regard to the war,

and through you to inform the public

generally of the matter. Aa you are

all aware, the war has now been in

progress for nearly eighteen months.

Our Army and Navy have always main-

tained supremacy ; the crushing defeat of

the Russians at Mukden, and of the Baltic

squadron on the Japan Sea has placed

Russia in an almost helpless position, and

the Powers of the world are now agreed

in suggesting that peace be made, ami

the commercial relations between Japan

and Russia restored without, delay. Suc:i

a hope is quite reasonable on the part of

the Powers, all suffering In common from

the effects of the war. and It is a fair

suggestion. President Roosevelt, who

earnestly desires to see Japan and Russia

at peace, has used his inlluenco for this

purpose, and has advised Japan and

Russia to see their way to appointing re-

presentatives with a view to entering

upon peace negotiations without any
mediator From the first our Govern-

ment had no inclination for light Ing, but

was compelled to go to war Tor a principle,

and with one object. The Japanese

Government has accepted the advice of

President Roosevelt and decided to a|e

point a plenipotentiary to meet a Russian

plenipotentiary. A reply has been sent to

President Roosevelt to this effect, and I

now show you copies of the communica-
tions exchanged between the Government
and the Cnited States Minister."

The Vire-Minlster urged that every

care should he exercised by journalists

when writing on the subject of peace.

Mr. Yamaza subsequently made a few re-

marks and the gathering dispersed at MO
oV|oi k

THE " VEGGA " CONFISCATED.

On the loth instant the Prize Court at

Saseho declared ihe Norwegian steamer
"Vegga" confiscated together with her

eargo.

CHARTERED STEAM ER
OVERDUE.

FEARS FOR A GERMAN VESSEL

Some anxiety is felt I >r the I »v v

of the Osaka Shosen Kalsha steamer
" Tetartos," a chartered German vessel of

2.409 tons. The steamer left Otaru on the

2.1rd ultimo for Taku with a cargo of

railway sleepers, and was due to pass

through Tsushima Strai's on the nigh' of

the 27th. The naval battle on that day

was continued until night, and it Is now
questioned If the "Tetartos" was success-

ful in avoiding the fleets. A steamer

which left Otaru later than the

"Tetartos" for the same destination is

reported to have arrived at Taku. It Is

feared the "Tetartos" has been sunk

[['«<!iHKtfto/. June 14///.

A LONDON telegram of the 10th in-

stant to the Chroni'-lr reads :
—

The Tsar's Council has decided to mobi-

lise one Army Corps from Poland and

another from South Russia.

Viscount Hayashi. the Japanese Minis-

ter in London, interviewed in regard to

the rumours implying the discussion of

peace terms by Japan and Russia through

the Intermediation of a third party, des-

cribed the reports aa mischievous and

untrustworthy. He added, however, that

Japan was quite willing to negotiate as

soon as Russia made such a

A message of the 12th is a? follows :
—

A dispatch from St. Petersburg says

that, remembering Russia's vacillation, it

would be foolhardy to assume that peace

is certain.

The news of the proposed conference is

received in Europe with general satisfac-

tion. The Time* says Japan is too wise

to be unnecessarily harsh, but will Insist

upon adequate protection of the fruits of

victory. The Russians must Inevitably

recognise this, or peace is still far dis-

A Renter's message of the 12th Instate'

reads :
—

The Note handed by naron Komuia i»

Mr. Griscom. the United States Minister

at Tokyo, shows that Japan's eoncepiion

of the object of the proposed meeting of

the Plenipotentiaries In no way coincides

with the conception of the Foreign Office

at St. Petersburg. The limited character

of Baron Komura's Note causes some mis-

giving In diplomatic circles at St. Peters-

burg It Is felt that If the Russian a.n-

tude la maintained the present movement

may lead to nothing .
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others regard Russia"* attitude as a

natural endeavour to avoid the Impres-

slon that she is determined beforehand to

accept Japan's tprms.

THK SITUATION AT THE
FRONT.

The latest dispatch from Harshal

Oyama states that on the 10th Instant a

l«jdy of Japanese cavalry attacked Rus-

sian cavalry In the vicinity of Slylngtze

an.! Slplngfanst and occupied those places,

and a contingent of cavalry drove the

Russians from the vicinity of Slaochcng-

tze and Kaoc'iawopeng and occupied an

elevation north ot BlftOWtltUDg

THE CAMPAIGN IN NORTH
KOREA.

A telegram ha* been received by the

tiovernmen: to the effect that the Cossacks

and other troops In North Korea com-

menced to retreat about the 3'"h ultimo

and that no Russians whatever are now
to be seen In the vicinity of Kllju and

Kyongsyong It la supposed that they

ar* making the Tumen River their first

line of defen-e. and troops are concen-

trated there. The Japanese forces in

North Korea are in the best of health and

spirits, but are much bothered by flies

and midges as the summer approaches.

JAPAN'S NAVAL CASUALTIES.

The rollowi-ig list of casualties sus-

tained by the Japanese Navy In the pre-

sent war up to June 12th has been pub-

lished by the Navy Department —
Ktt i.ui. Wi.tMiEti. RnwvEMSO.

. 221 I7<i 117
. 1.782 MM S7C

Total .. 2,'Mi:: I.KB7

TORPEDO FLOTILLA AND
BATTLESHIP.

PLUCKY RUSSIAN FIGHT

Lieutenant Kawal, In command of a

torpedo-boat flotilla, describes an attack

on a battleship during the last naval bat-

tle In the following account of his opera-

volley of rifle fire. We passed round the

bow an.l discharged torpedo** against the

port side Three of them took effect. The
first one struck amidships and the second

in the magazine. The huge vessel then

began to list <i port. Our third torpedo

struck on the port quarter, after which
the ship overturned In a few minutes

Our work look only 2;> minutes In the

execution Bcortf of Russians clung to

the ship and shouted for assistance. This
occurred twenty-four miles north of

Oklnoshima. We have been long con-

vinced of the deadly effect of torpedoes in

this fighting, and had an opportunity of

witnessing the skill of our ships In

gunnery. Front a short distance we
saw the Russian special service

vessel • Kamschatka 1
llreil at from the

beginning to the end. anil almost every'

shot sent by our ship took effect. In

a short while the masts went, the funnels

were smashed, the deck-work was shat-

tered, and then th? ship went down."'

ADMIRAL N EBOGATOFF'S
REPORT TO THE TSAR.

In accordance with the permission
given by his Majesty the Emperor.
Admiral Nebogatoff. a* t'ommander of

the Third Baltic- Squadron, duly reported

to the Tsar on his share In the recent

naval bartle According :o a sum-
mary of the report reaching Tokyo, the

Admiral states rhat his squadron was sur-

rounded by the Japanese, his ammunition
became exhausted, and his guns and ships

were badly damaged. I'nder these cir-

cumstances, and to avoid further loss of

life, he surrendered his squadron.

Admiral Nebogatoff appends a Hat of

the officers an.i men taken prisoner as

well a* tho e killed and wounded.

There were other slight dt

this and the other cruisers,

were wonderfully clean, and the

were in the keenest and most exuberant

spirits. Their accounts of the battle of

Tsushima confirmed the reports that k
was a most one-sided affair. Only the

• Dmitri Donskoi." they said, made
anything of a fight, and she Indeed

fought gallantly. The Japanese marie

every effort to capture her. but when
furtlier resistance became hopeless she

sank herself.

The " Sasanami " Is the destroyer

which discovered and took prisoner

Admiral Rohjestvensky and his staff-

Mr. Matsuoka. the Japanese Vice-Consul,

went out to meet the Admiral at Guulaff.

The arrival of the squadron was

partly in connection with the Interning

of the Russian refugees at Shanghai, but

the business had been so well managed

by Admiral Sah and the Taotai. that no

cause remained for complaint. It was

also desired to make secure the ordinary

steamer route between Shanghai and

Japan. The " Toklwa " had on board a

gramophone taken from the " Admiral

Senlavlne." and Its RusBlan airs were a

source of much entertainment on board

THE BELLIGERENTS OFF
SHANGHAI.

"At 7 o'clock on the evening of the

27th ultimo our flotilla proceeded to at-

tack a Russian ship of the Borodino'

type which was ablaze and heavily

damaged. High seas were running, and

the progress of our advance mi much
Interfered with. The Russian ship was

still some seven miles away, an.l It was

only with great difficulty that we ap-

proached to within 3IH) metres, when the

attack was bessun. The Russlau was on

lire, with masts and funnels smashed, and

enveloped in smoke. Despite the serious

condition of the ship, however, the Rus-

sians fired their heavy stern gun an j

t. night pluckily. When our flotilla war.

< l;ne to the ship, the Russians lined up on

deck and received us with volley after

Somewhat later than originally ex-

pected Admiral L'riu's squadron arrived
outside Gttulaff about five o'clock on Sun-
day afternoon, the «th Instant, saya the

.Y.-C. Daily .Yei<«. The flBgahip " Toklwa "

came to an anchorage ai«uu four miles
from the Island, while the cruisers
" Naniwa " and " Takachlho " at once
went on iiatrol between the Bell buoy
and Elliott Island. A little latter the de-

stroyers " Murasame " and " Sasanaml "

put In an appearance, and It was under-
stood that several other cruisers were

In the near neighbourhood.

The squadron came from the Korean
Strait by way of Formosa, the vessels

having gone south in pursuit of the

fleeing Russians after the battle. They
had nut had much rest during the week,

therefor*, bu' for all that, bore astonish-

ingly few marks of hard work, or the

great engagement In which they took

part. The "TorIwb" had one large

hole oti the starboard quarter about

four feet above tne water-line, where a

six-Inch shell struck, but did not explode

.111 it had passeJ clean through her.

The story of the " Bodrt " is given In

an Interesting form by the s/innpaac

Times, the facts having been gleaned on

the arrival of that vessel off Woosung
The " Bodrl " was already on her way

to the Far East before the outbreak of

the war : she had. In fact, reached Jlbutll.

where rumours of a coming war were

circulated and she was recalled. She re-

mained in Cronstadt some four months

with the Baltic Fleet, and again set

out on Its long voyage. On arriving off

Madagascar they put Into Noasl B#. where

they remained a considerable time, tbea

going on and putting Into Kamrahn Bay.

from which point they made their way

by degrees towards the scene of RusalaV

great disaster. The account of the

battle as given by the offlcera of the

' Bodrl " is a most vivid and terrible

The luck which has followed Ru»U
all through the war seems to hare

rlung to her even In this last defeat

Two days before the fleets engaged in

battle, according to this account. Ad-

miral Folkersahm succumbed to cancer,

from which he bad been suffering for

some time. Admiral Rohjestvensky *t-«

thus handicapped by the loss of a mac

and an Admiral on whom he had been

depending for support when the tug of

war should come ; thus being obll?e1

at three different points In the battle to

turn back to the assistance of Admiral

Nebogatoff. Not only this, but the four

transports and two tugs which accom-

panied the fleet were a great drawback

and hindrance to operations, as it «r»»

necessary to protect them and i

account to modify the speed of the <

fleet.

At the outset the Russians bad b" !

nine torpedo-boats, whilst the Japanese

are said to have had from seventy to
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ninety. TJieoe terrible death-dealer*

•imply -wheeled and manoeuvred around
and between the flower and more un-
wieldy men-of-war ; the projectiles

-with Shlmoee powder exploding

setting Ore to everything they came
near ; as one of the officers said. " Bven
the Iron work of the ships seemed to be

In flames."

About two hours after the outbreak

Admiral Rohjestvensky was so severely

wounded, and his ship In such a condi-

tion, that It was impossible for him to

remain on board. He therefore signalled

to Admiral Nebogatoff. and transferrin*

the command Into his hands, was himself

removed Into the torpedo-boat which was
kept In readiness for such an emergency.

From that time, although the ships and

their crews defended themselves to the

utmost, the Russians appear to have had

no chance. Whether It was that the loss of

the leader they had so ImpUcIty believed

in seamed to a fatalistic and superstitious

people ac Insurmountable obstacle to

success ; or wnether the overwhelming

numbers and skill of the enemy simply

crushed and annihilated them off the

face of the waters Is uncertain ; the fact

remains that from the moment of

Rohjestvensky's disappearance everything

gave way before the fierce onslaught of

On the evening of the day of battle the

•' Bodrl " observed the " Blestyaschtchl
"

to be foundering and drew close along-

er crew to put the

wounded men aboard the " Bodrl." Nine
wounded men were thus saved, besides

seventy of the crew ; the commander had

been killed early In the day. The same
evening (he " Bodrl " tnrned back, think-

ing to run Into some port ; but having

absolutely no coal on board (she Is only

capable of carrying 120 tons) Bhe found

herself obliged to burn up all stray and

spare wood, of which unfortunately there

was but little ; added to this, a thick fog

fell which continued for three days, dur-

ing which time such heavy seas were run-

ning that the boat, making no way. was

tossed to and fro like a cork upon the

water. The wounded suffered tortures,

for provisions were scarce, water there

was next to none, and as the engines were

stopped the distiller was of no use. In

one ward room or cabin about 12 ft. by

12 ft. were nine officers, five belonging to

the "Bodrl," and four rescued. The
allowance of water or tea was two cup*

each a day. so if tbey Indulged at break-

last they bad to thirst for the day.

They tried to rig up a sail, but It was

of no use. The only thing remaining was

to float with the ebb tide, when It served,

and anchor when, as more often happened,

tide or wind were contrary. So things

went on, until on Friday evening, the 2nd

Instant, they sighted the " Quellen

75 miles north of Shawlshan

One can imagine their relief when In

to their rockets and signals of

that vessel approached, and after

with the most necessary provisions It

was Impossible owing to the rough wea-
ther to do more that night, but the Cap-
tain of the "Quellin" promised to re-

main near until morning and then either

take them on board or attach a line and
tow them to Wnosung. That night seemed

endless, and the officers on board the
" Bodrl " vainly tried to pierce the dark-

ness and ascertain whether or no the

broke ; there lay the " Quellin." but no
chance of getting on board with the high

seas running. So more water and provi-

sions were put aboard and the towing

business began On arriving at Woosung
the wounded men were sent up river to

the Russian hospital. The officers and

men. glad enough to see some probability

of at least a little respite after their long

and trying voyage and experience, ex-

pected to go up river on the following day

and rejoin their comrades.

As one of the officers said :
" It was

not the fighting that was the worst ; It

was the waiting, the

afterwards."

THE RUSSIANS IN MONGOLIA.

The AtoAl publishes a

patch to the effect that Lord

has Issued telegraphic Instructions to

English missionaries in Kashgar, request-

ing them to report whether Russian

troops are to Oe found in
I

Thursday, June l.V/r.

RUSSIAN REPORTS OF THE
NAVAL BATTLE

Reuter telegraphs to the Foreign Office

the following report of Rear-Admiral

Lelchenstein. sent from Shanghai on the

6th instant :
—

" According to the report of the officer

In command of the destroyer ' Bodry.' the

fighting in Tsushima Straits commenced
at about 1 o'clock on the afternoon of May
27th. At 7 o'clock In the evening the

' Bodry ' went alongside the flagship

' Knlaz Suvaroff' and took aboard Ad-

miral Rohjestvensky. who was wounded

about the bead. During the day the fleet

was steaming northwards In two files,

the 'Nlcolai,' 'Borodino.' Alexander.'
' Apraksln.' ' Senlavlne.' ' Oushakoff.'

•SlssolVellky. Navarin.' and Nakhimoff

'

forming the right file, and the * Svietlana,'

' Oleg.' ' Aurora,' ' Dmitri

si,' and ' Monomakh ' forming the

left, with the transports and torpedo-boats

In between. At about 7 o'clock In the

evening the cruisers altered their course

and moved over to the port side. After a

short while tbe Dmitri Donskol,'

-Monomakh.' ' Uumrud.' 'AJmas.' and
' Svietlana ' beaded to the north, and the

' Aurora,' ' Oleg.' and ' Zemtchhg ' turned

the destroyers 'Bodry' and
' following at a speed of

ten knots. The vessels steaming south-

wards passed through Tsushima Straits

early on the morning of the 28th. The
destroyer ' Blestyaschtchl ' sank about

9 o'clock the same morning, and her crew,

4 officers and 75 men. was taken aboard

ttie ' Bodry,' which continued southwards,

but lost sight of the cruisers. Its bunkers

emptied and all the woodwork
after which the vessel stopped

for want of steam. Shortly afterwards a

British steamer passed by. and towed the

vessel to Shanghai.
" The Chinese authorities at Shanghai

ordered the ' Bodry ' to leave In 24 hours,

but a squadron under Admiral Kamtmura
arrived at Saddle Island on the evening

of the same day. and as the bunker

capacity of the ' Bodry ' was Insufficient

for ocean navigation It was decided to

stay at Shanghai rather than lose the

VI

The Foreign Office has also received a

lent by Admiral Bnquisl from

dated the 5th Instant. Admiral

Enqulst says :
—

"The fighting commenced on May 27th.

The Japanese ships appeared to the north

at 1.45 o'clock in the afternoon, when
fighting was begun, the Japanese plan

being to prevent us reaching Vladivostok.

Whenever we tried to take a northward

course, the enemy's vessels of superior

speed pressed us from ahead. Tbelr

battleships concentrated their fire on our

principal battleships, while nine of their

armoured cruisers and the ' Chlnyen

'

worked Independently, endeavouring to>

attack us with a cross-flre. Our cruisers

had to work against a flying squadron,

and this placed our transports In a very

trying position. At night the enemy
commenced a torpedo attack, the result

of which I am unable to tell, as It wan
Impossible for me to distinguish the

Japanese hosts from our own. I

repeatedly endeavoured to run north-

wards, but was compelled to go south by

the Incessant fire of the enemy. On the

morning of the 28th we missed our main
force, and were exposed to the attack of

the whole Japanese fleet. Our cruisers

suffered heavily. Our coal was falling

abort and eventually 1 declJed to

to Manila. The behaviour of all the

of my
praise."
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THE PROPOSED
MEETING.

PEACE

RUSSIA'S CHOICE.

The following dispatch from Mr. Taka-

hlra, Japanese Minister at Washington,

has been published by the Foreign

Office :

—

" On Monday morning the Russian Am-

vlew Willi President Roosevelt, and In-

formed the President that the Russian

ad accepted bis advice with

to the opening of

with Japan. At the same time the

sian Ambassador officially informed the

President that uhe Russian Government

had appointed M. Nelldorf. the Russian

Ambassador at Paris, as Russia's

Plenipotentiary, and desired to

with the negotiations at Paris.

shooting expedition on Saturday and
Sunday, and the interview with the Rus-

THE NAVAL PRI80NERS.

On Tuesday the naval prisoners of war
who have been kept at Dalri near Moji

were finally disposed of. Four hundred
and eighty-three were sent to Kumamoto.
1S7 to Hokosakl. 150 to Kurume, and 350

to Fukuoka.

Friday, June 16///.

THE BATTLE OF THE JAPAN
SEA.

GRAPHIC ACCOUNT BY ADMIRAL
TOGO.

HOW THE RUSSIAN FLEET WAS
SCATTERED.

THE MESSAGE BEFORE THE
BATTLE.

The following report by Admiral Togo
of (he Battle of the Japan Sea hss been

published by the Naval Staff of the Im-

perial Headquarters :
—

" With the grace of the Heavens and

the Gods our Combined Fleet fought with

the enemy's second and third squadrons

on the Japan Sea on May 27th and suc-

ceeded In inflicting severe defeat. When
the enemy's squadrons

ance In the South St

Fleet, in compliance with the Imperial

command, framed a plan of operations

to encounter the enemy on the sea near
'

the Empire, and concentrated our full

force In the Korean Straits, and awaited

the enemy's advance northward. The
after staying on the coast of

for a time, slowly advanced

northward. A number of our guard-ships

were stationed on the approaches from

the south a few days previous to the

arrival of the enemy In our home waters,

and each fighting squadron of our Fleet,

fully prepared for action, remained at

Its respective base, ready to sail at a

moment's notice. Suddenly at 5 o'clock

on the morning of the 27th May, the

• 8hlnano-maru,' one of the watch-boats to

the south, sent this warning by wireless

telegraphy :—
" • The enemy's squadron is sighted at

a point No. 203. Evidently the enemy Is

shaping a course for the eastern water-

way."
" The whole fleet at once got under weigh,

the men being In the highest spirits,

ommenced Its opera-

the enemy according to the

plans arranged.
" At 7 o'clock, the cruiser ' Izuml.' a

watch-boat at the left wing cm the inner

watch line, also observed the enemy, and
reported that his vessels had already

reached a point 25 miles north-west of

rkujlma. and was steaming north-east-

ward.
" The cruiser squadron (under the

dlre~t command of Vlce-Admlral KaU-
oka). the division under Rear-Admiral

Togo Masamicbl. an 1 then the division

under Hear- Admiral Dewa, came In

touch with the enemy between the

Islands of Ikl and Tsushima, between the

hours of 10 and 11 o'clock, and our ships

were occasionally fired at until they had

advanced to the proximity of Tsushima.

But they succeeded In keeping In con-

stant touch with the enemy, telegraphing

In detail the situation of the enemy every

moment. The day was very hazy, and

nothing could be seen beyond Ave miles,

but owing to the good service rendered by

the divisions mentioned, I was so fully in-

formed of the situation of the enemy,

still a score of miles away, that he was

practically within my own range of

vision. Thus I knew before the enemy

had come Into actual sight that his light-

ing line consisted of the whole force of

the second and third Baltic squadrons,

accompanied by about seven special ser-

vice ships ; that the vessels were formed

in two lines, the main force at the head

of the right file, the special service ships

bringing up the rear : and that the

whole armada was steaming north-east-

ward at a Bpeed of about 12 knots. I

therefore resolved to meet the enemy

with our main force at about 2 o'clock In

the afternoon, in the vicinity of Oklno-

fbima, and commence operations by

striking first of all at the van of his left

flle.

" Our main force (under the direct

of Admiral Togo), the ar-

and at 1.45 o'clock we sighted the enemy
a few miles south on our port side.

" As we anticipated from the Informa-

tion reaching us, the main force of the

, four battleships of the ' Borodino

'

med the van of the right file,

and the ' Osllabya,' ' Slssot Vellky.'

-Navarin,' and Nakhlmoff' formed

the van of the left flle. followed

by the 'Nicolai I.' and three coast-

defence boats, the ' Zemtchug ' and
' Izumrud ' steaming between the two

flies, apparently keeping a look-out

ahead. A squadron consisting of the

Oleg,' 'Aurora,' and other third-class

cruisers, and the -Dmitri Donskoi,'

- Vladimir Monomakh '

boats could be seen through the

steaming In a long flle after the main

force on the west.

" I now ordered my fleet to begin the

contest, and raised a message at the

masthead at 1.55 o'clock In the afternoon,

signalling to all the ships within sight as

follows :
—

"
' Upon this battle depends the existence

of the Empire. The occasion demands tbe

valour and tbe energy ol <

nun ol this Fleet,'

"Then the main force

westward for a short while, makine It

appear as if we were steaming directly

against tbe enemy. At 2.05 o'clock wt

abruptly turned to the east, changed oor

front and obliquely pressed against tbe

enemy's van. The armoured cruiser

squadron followed us, while Rear-Ad-

miral Dewa, Vlce-Admlral Urlu, and Rear-

Admiral Togo Masamicbl steamed sou-.h-

iccording to plan and attacked the

In the rear. This was the sltsa-

tlon at the time when the fighting was

direct command of Vlce-Admlral Kaml-

mura). Vlce-Admlral Uriu's division,

and the destroyer flotillas advanced to a

point about 10 miles north of Okinoshima

by about 12 noon, and then altered the

course westwards with a view to going

to the left of the enemy. At about 1.30

in tbe afternoon Rear-Admiral Dewa. with

the cruiser squadron, and Rear-Admiral

Togo Masamicbl joined us one after

tber, keeptnc in touch with the enemy.

ACTION OF THE MAIN FORCE.

The van of the enemy, having been

by our main force, altered Its

course a little to the starboard, and at

2.08 o'clock the enemy opened lire, but

we refrained from responding until **

were at a range of 6.000 metres, when

we concentrated a severe Are upon la*

enemy's ships of both flies In the van.

By this the enemy was pressed In a

altered
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«oun* to the eastward, and thus formed
In an Irregular single die. They became
parallel with us. and the battleship
* Osllabya ' in the van of the left file was
soon heavily damaged. A serious fire

broke out on board, and the vessel fell

out of the line of battle. At this point

our armoured cruisers Joined the main
force, and the effect of the Are of our

fleet became more marked than before,

as the range became shorter. The Rus-

sian flagship ' Kniaz Suvaroff.' and the

second ship, ' Alexander III.,' caught Ore

and left the line of battle, and the enemy
began to get Into disorder. Many other

ships also caught fire, and the smoke
Issuing from these vessels soon covered

the sea. For awhile the smoke and mist

Intermingled and entirely concealed the

Russian ships from view, so that our main
force bad to suspend fire.

" Our (hips also suffered some damage.

The 1 Asama ' received three shots at the

tern near the water-line, and began to

make water fast, which made It necessary

for her to fall out of the line. Her
repair*, however, were completed In a

short time, and the cruiser rejoined the

main force.

"This was the situation of the fighting

at about 2.45 in the afternoon, and already

the Issue of the contest was decided.

Our main force, which pressed the enemy
southward, fired at Intervals as the Rus-

sian ships were discovered In the smoke
and mist, and at about 3 o'clock we found

ourselves ahead of the enemy, who had

been steaming south-eastward. At this

point the enemy's vessels changed their

direction suddenly to the northward and
attempted to pass to our rear. To check

this, our main force simultaneously

turned 16 points to port and steamed

north-westward, the ' Nissbln ' leading.

The armoured cruiser squadron changed

front and followed tho main force, again

pressing the enemy southward, and send-

ing in a heavy fire.

"At 3.07 o'clock the Russian cruiser

'Zemtchug' dashed forward to the rear

of our armoured cruiser squadron. She
was heavily damaged by our Ore and In-

capacitated for further fighting. Three

minutes later the ' Osllabya ' sank and

the ' Knlax Suvaroff,' Isolated from the

rest, was seen minus a mast and two
funnels and wrapped in flames, being

unable to move. All other Russian ships

which were In distress suffered further

" They now directed their courae to the

east, when our main force turned Its

bead 16 points to starboard, the armoured
cruisers followed, and we advanced in

pursuit. Our assault was even more
furious than before, and from time to

time we attacked with torpedoes. Noth-

ing remarkable occurred in the fighting or

the main force until about 4.45 o'clock,

up to which time we pressed the enemy
southward, and maintained our lire.

" An event occurred during this time

which is worth specially recording for the

heroism shown. This was the torpedo

attack on the ' Suvaroff.' At about 3.40

o'clock the diapatch-boat 'Chlhaya,' a de-

stroyer flotilla under Hlrose. and at about

4.45 o'clock a destroyer flotilla under

Suzuki, made a series of gallant torpedo

attacks on the ' Knlaz Suvaroff,' which

was disabled. The effect of the first at-

tack was uncertain, but one of the tor-

pedoes fired In the second attack struck

the port quarter of the ' Suvaroff.' and In

a few minutes the great Russian ship

a list of about 10 degrees. In

two attacks, the ' Shlranui,' of the

Hlrose flotilla, and the ' Asashlo ' of the

Suzuki flotilla, were exposed to a heavy

fire from the ships near the " Suvaroff.'

Both received damage and were for a
time In a dangerous position, but they

managed to escape.

" At about 4.40 o'clock the enemy evi-

dently abandoned His Intention to run
northward, as he began to bead south-
wards. Our main force, led by the ar-

moured cruisers, pursued the enemy, but
soon lost him In the smoke and mist.

We steamed southwards about eight

miles, slowly firing at the enemy's
second-class cruisers and spsclal-servtre

boats, which were scattered to our right.

At 6.30 o'clock our main force again

altered its course to the north and con-

tinued to search for the main force

of the enemy, while the armoured cruiser

squadron turned to the south-west to

attack the Russian cruisers. Until sun-

set the main force and our cruiser

squadron did not meet, each taking in-

dependent action
" At about 5.40 o'clock the main force

fired on the special-service boat ' Ural '

at short range and sunk her. While
steaming further north In search of the
enemy, we sighted a squadron, also going
north, of about six ships of ths Russian
main force on the port bow. Ws soon
drew near the enemy and engaged ;

steaming broadside to broadside in paral-

lel lines. Gradually we passed the

squadron and pressed ahead, blocking the

way. The enemy, who was steaming
north-eastward, at last turned to the
north west The bombardment lasted

from G o'clock to sunset, and It was ap-

parent that the fighting power of the

enemy was by now much
account of the heavy
while, on the other hand, the effect of

our Ore was more destructive than be-

fore, as we fought with greater coolness.

Soon a Russian ship of the ' Alexander
111.' type fell out of the line. Another
battleship, of the ' Borodino ' type, caught
fire at about 6.40 o'clock. She was sud-

denly enveloped in white smoke at 7.23

o'clock, and sank In a few minutes. Pre-

sumably the flames had spread to the

magazine.
" Our armoured cruisers, which were

pursuing the Russian cruiser squadron

in the south, observed a battleship of the

' Borodino 1 type drift near the ' Admiral

NaUhlmofT ' and then capsize and sick.

This was at 7.07 o'clock. It was learned

aHerwards from tho Russians taken pri-

soner that the battleship sunk was the

• Alexander III..' while the vessel ob-

served by the main force to sink was the

' Borodino.'

" By this lime, the sun wsh setting,

and our dettroyer and torpedo-boat

flotillas began to press the enemy on

three sides, from the east, south, and
north, and took up their positions for

attack. Seelug this, the main fore*

slackened Its pressure on the enemy and
turned eastwards as the sun set (7.28).

At the same time I Issued the or-ier

through the gun-boat Tatsuta':—
"

' The whole fleet will steam north-

wards and assemble at Ul-leung Island

to-morrow morning.'

" The day s fighting of the 27th was now
concluded.

OPERATIONS Or THE DIVISIONS
UNDER ADMIRALS DEWA AND
URIU. THE CRUISER SQUADRON.
AND THE DIVISION UNDER AD-
MIRAL TOOO MASAMICHI.

"At 2 o'clock in the afternoon C7lh>,

when the order for opening the Denting

was Issued, the divisions under Admirals

Dewa and Urlu. the cruiser squadron,

and the dlvl«lon under Admiral Togo
left the main force and

southwards with the enemy to

port, and thteatened. according to the

plan, the special service boats, with the
' Oleg.' ' Aurora,' ' Svletlana.' 1 Almaz.'
' Dmitri Donskol,' and ' Vlndlmlr Mono-
makh.' which were '-ringing up the rear.

The divisions under Admiral Dewa aaJ
Urlu co-operated ihroughout. At 2.16

o'clock these dluslons opened the

fighting, steaming against the enemy's

cruiser squadron. They attacked the tall

end of the squadron and then, on the

starboard of the enemy, fought in parallel

lines. After this, our divisions .it high

speed changed front from time to time

according to requirements, son

going over to the uort-slde of the

and at other times to the starboard, and
so kept up the attack for about half-an-

hour. Gradually, the enemy's rear was
thrown Into confusion. The special-

service boats were scattered here and
there, not knowing what to do. Shortly

after 3 o'clock a vessel, apparently the
' Aurora,' dashed out. but she was
heavily damaged by our Ore and re-

At about 3.40 o'clock three

destroyers boldly advanced, but

were repulsed before they could attack

" The joint attack of the two divisions

(under Admirals Dewa and t'rlu) showed

remarkable effects at about 4 o'clock.

The tall of the enemy was then thrown

Into complete disorder and each nbip was
Isolated. Every vessel appeared to have

of the special-service boats were already

disabled. At about 4.20 o'clock Admiral

Urlu discovered a special-service boat

with three masts and two funnels

Isolated, and approached aiM sunk her.

The next moment the division attacked

a four-masted, one-runnelled special-

service boat (presumably thr ' Irtish '».

and seriously damaged this

About this time the cruiser
l

Admiral Togo Masamlchl Joined force*,

and, In co-operation with Admirals Dewa
and Urlu. proceeded to attack the Rus-

sian cruisers and service boats, which

were scattered. At about 4.40 o'clock

four Russian battleships (or coast-defence

boats) steamed southward, pressed by
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force, ud gave assistance to

their cruisers. By this move our cruiser

•quadron and Admiral Urlu were placed

at a disadvantage (or a short time, and

had to fight at short ranee, our ships

receiving some damages. Happily, (he

damage waa not serloua. Admiral Dewa'a

flagship, the ' Kasagl,' which was struck

in the bunkers on the port-side below the

water-line, was making water quickly,

and had to retire In order to effect press-

ing repairs. The " Kasagl.' escorted by

the Chltose,' proceeded to Aburaya Bay

at G o'clock. Admiral Dewa leaving the

o ber ships of his division under the

command of Admiral Urlu. Ilewa re-

moved his flag to the ' Chltose,' it rid left

the bay for the north by night. The
• Kasagl ' was unable to take part in

the pursuit of the enemy on the follow-

ing day.

" Admiral 1'rlu's flagship, the ' Naniwa,'

was also struck In the stern at the water-

line, and bis division hod to suspend

operations for a short while at about S.10

o'clock in order that repairs to the flag-

ship could be effected. Dy this time the

enemy both south and north was thrown

Into complete confusion and was In a

serious condition. At about 5.30 o'clock

our armoured cruiser squadron left the

main force and advanced to this quarter,

pressing the enemy from the south.

The Russians, now formed In a group,

began to run northwtrd. Admiral Urlu

then joined In the pursuit. On the way

the ' Kniaz Suvaroff ' and the storesblp

• Kamschatka.' which were disabled, were

discovered, and the cruiser squadron and

Admiral Togo Masamichi proceeded to

sink these. The sloreship was sunk at

7.10 o'clock, and then a torpedo-boat

flotilla under FuJImoto, which followed

the cruiser squadron, darted off to attack

the " Suvaroff.' She made her last re-

sistance with a small stern gun before

she was sunk by :wo torpedoes sent by

our flotilla. It was then 7JO o'clock.

Soon afterwards, our ships, having

received an order by telegraph to as-

semble at IM-lcung Island, suspended

operations and steamed north eastward.

"The night lighting of the 27lh was.

opened by the destroyer and torpedo-boat

flotillas with great valour and aggressive-

ness Immediately upon the conclusion of

the day fighting.

"During the day a hard southwesterly

wind had blown from early morning, with

high seas, which made operations by

small craft very difficult. If not Impos-

sible, so that the torpedo-boats under my
direct control had to take shelter in

Mlura Bay prior to the commencement

of the day's flehting. Towards the even-

ing the wind abated somewhat, but the

seas were still running high, placing us In

a disadvantageous position for torpedo at-

tacks on the open sea. But the destroyer

and torpedo-boat flotillas, fearing to lose

an excellent opportunity which they might

not have again, came out from their

shelter and Joined me before sunset.

They proceeded to attack the enemy, each

flotilla vying with the other for the

of taking the lead. Fujlmoto's

destroyer flotilla from the north and I

Yajtma's destroyers and Kawaae's torpedo-

boats from the north-east, pressed the

enemy from ahead ; Yoshljlma's de-

stroyers from the east and Hi rose's from

the south-east pressed the enemy from

the rear ; while the torpedo-boat flotillas

under Fukuda. Otakl. Kondo. Aoyama.

and Kawada attacked the enemy's main

force, and also a squadron of Russian

cruisers following, from the south. Thus
towards sunset the flotillas were practi-

cally attacking the enemy on three sides,

and it Is evident the enemy was alarmed

by this situation. He moved sharp to the

south-west after sunset, and then turned

his course to the east. At 8.15 o'clock

Yajlma's destroyers made the first stroke

against the van of the main force, and

then all the other flotillas simulta-

neously attacked on all Bides, and con-

tinned their most daring work until about

11 o'clock. The enemy defended himself

desperately, keeping up a severe fire, and

continually exposing our boats with his

searchlights. At last the Russians gave

way. Each ship became isolated and each

endeavoured to escape. Indiscriminate

and Indescribable fighting at close quar-

ters ensued, and In this melee at least

three large ships—the battleship '818801

Vellky,' the armoured cruisers ' Admiral

Nakhlmotr and •Admiral Monomakh —
were torpedoed and completely In-

capacitated for further fighting or naviga-

tion. On our side, three torpedo-boats

—

No. 09. the flag-boat of Fukuda's flotilla ;

No. 34, the flag-boat of Kawadas flotilla ;

and No. 35 of the same flotilla—were sunk

by the Russia.-) fire j and the destroyers

' Hani same.' " Akatsiikl.' ' Inazuma.' ' Yu-
,

girl.' and the torpedo-boats ' Sagl,' No. 68,

and No. 33 were more or less damaged by
|

tbe Russian fire or by collision, and had

to fall out for a time. These boats

suffered considerable loss In killed and

wounded. Tbe flotillas under Fukuda.

Aoyama, and Kawada bad the heaviest

casualties. The crews of the three

torpedo-boats which were sunk were all

rescued by their comrades on the ' Karl,'

No. 31 and 81.

•• We afterwards learned from the Rus-

sians taken prisoner that the determina-

tion of the torpedo attackB on the night

of the 27th was almost beyond descrip-

tion. They were repeated In such quick

succession that the Russians had no time

to repel them, and the small boats got so

close under the Russian ships that the

latters' guns could not lie brought to bear.

" Besides the flotillas already referred

to, Suzuki's destroyers and several tor-

pedo-boat flotillas searched for the enemy
In other quarters during the night.

Suzuki's destroyers sighted two Russian

ship* steaming northwards about 27 miles

DOrtll-«a*t by east of Karasaki at about

2 o'clock a.m. (28th). The flotilla Im-

mediately attacked the Russians and sunk
one of the vessels, which, according to the

statements of prisoners later, proved to

be the battleship * Navarin." This siili:

was struck on either side by two torpedoes

in rapid succession and went down In a

few minutes. The other torpedo-boat

flotillas searched for the enemy through-

out tbe night, but

GENERAL ACCOUNT OK FIGHTING

ON MAY 28th.

" At daylight on the 28th the mlat which

the sea on the previoua day lifted

and tbe morning was bright

and clear. The main fore* and the ar-

moured cruiser squadron were already

about twenty miles south of Ul-leung Is-

land, and all other divisions of the Fleet

with tbe destroyer flotillas, which had

carried out the attack during tbe pre-

vious night, were on their way by dif-

ferent courses to assemble at Ul-leung

Island as ordered. At 5.20 am., when I

was about to order search to be mad*
for the enemy In the east and weal, a
cruiser squadron about sixty miles astern

telegraphed that It had discovered the

enemy and signalled :
* Volumes of

smoke visible to the east.' The squadron

approached nearer and signalled :
' The

enemy consists of four battleships and
two cruisers. Now heading north-east'

This was the main force of the enemy.

Our main force and the cruiser squadron

now altered their course and gradually

advanced eastward. Intercepting the

enemy's advance. Admiral Togo Masa-

michi and Admiral Urlu Joined the cruiser

squadron and pressed the enemy In the

rear, and at about 10.30 o'clock we com-

pletely surrounded the enemy at a point

about 18 miles south of Takejima < I.yang-

kold Rock). The Russian vessels were

the battleships ' Nicolal I.' and ' Orel,' the

coast defence ships ' General Admiral

Apraksln' and 'Admiral Senlavln.' and

the cruiser - Izumrud.' Another cruiser

was steaming far In the rear to the south,

and she disappeared from view. The Rus-

sian ships were all heavily damage.!, and

If they bad not been they could not have

resisted our superior force. Under the

circumstances, Admiral Nebogatoff sod

his Staff offered to surrender shortly after

our arrival, and I accepted the offer,

specially allowing the officers to retain

their swords. The cruiser 'lzumrud.'

taking advantage of her high speed,

steamed away southwards before the *ur-

render, but her course having been Inter-

cepted by Admiral Togo Masamichi, wont

eastward. At this time the •Chltose' re-

turned from Aburaya Bay. and im-

mediately pursued the IzumruJ.' but

failed to overtake her. and she succeeded

In escaping to the north. On her way

from Aburaya Bay the ' Chltose ' sunk a

Russian destroyer.

" About 7 a.m.. when he was steaming

northward, Admiral I'ri u discovered a

Russian ship, and ordered the 'Otowa'
and ' Nlltaka ' to sink the enemy at sight.

This detachment was commanded by

Captain Arlma of the • Otowa.' It ap-

proached the enemy by ahout 9 am. and

found the vessel to be the .-mi-

ser ' Svletiana,' accompanied by a de-

stroyer. The 'Otowa' and Nliu!:a'

opened the attack, and at 11.04 a.m . after

fighting for about an hour, the ' Svlet!ana'

was sunk off Chlkuhen Bay in Korea.

The ' Nlitaka.' actlr.g with the destroyer

' Murakuma,' which had just arrived, pur-

sued the Russian destroyer, the " Bystry.'

and this vessel stranded In a bay about

five mlleB north of Chlkuhen Bay. and

was wrecked at 11.50 a.m. Tbe I
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of both RuMlan ships were all rescued by

marti " and ' Kasuga-maru.'
" A Urge portion of our Combined

Fleet, after Admiral Nebogatoffs offer of

to take charge of the

ships, when at about 3 p.m. the ironclad
' Oushakoff ' was observed steaming up
from the south. The cruisers ' Iwate ' and
' Yakumo ' at once proceeded to attack the

Russian ship, which was overtaken shortly

after 5 p.m.. when she had again turned

her course and was running southward.

The -Iwate" and 'Yakumo'
[

' to surrender, but

Are. The cruiser responded

and sunk the Russian ship, but with re-

luctance, afterwards rescuing about 300 of

the crew.
" At about 3.30 p.m. (28t.h) the de-

stroyers ' Sazanaml ' and ' Kagero 1

sighted two Russian destroyers steaming

from the east about forty miles south-

of Ul leung Island. Our destroyers

the enemy to the north-west

and overtook them at 4.45 p.m. Im-

mediately on opening Are, however,

the enemy's destroyer In the rear

raised a white (lag and offered to sur-

render. The ' Sazanaml * at once took

possession of the vessel, which proved to

be the ' Bledovy,' on which was Admiral

Rohjestvensky. Commander-in-Chief of

They

crew of the destroyer. The ' Kagero '

pursued the other destroyer in a northerly

direction until 6.30 p.m., but failed to

overtake her.

" At about 5 p.m. Admiral t'riu with

YaJIma's destroyer flotilla, who were

searching for the enemy to the westward,

sighted the 'Dmitri Donskol ' running

northward and pursued. When about

thirty miles south of Ul-leung Island, at

about 7 p.m.. the ' Otowa 1 and ' Nlltaka.'

and the destroyers ' Asagirl.' ' Shlrakumo,'

and ' Fubuki.' which were coming from

the direction of Chlkuhen Bay. pressed

the ' Dmitri Donskol ' from the west and

opened fire,' while Admiral Urlu did like-

wise on the other side. Our ships con-

tinued this heavy attack from both sides

until after sunset and succeeded in

seriously damaging the ' Donskol,' but

but she was still afloat. Night having

fallen, the Russian ship disappeared In

the gloom, and the big gun attack was
suspended, but the ' Fubuki ' and Yajima'a

destroyer flotilla continued the work with

uncertain results. On the following

morning the * Dmitri Donskol ' was found

to have drifted to the south-eastern coast

of Ul-leung Island and sunk there. The
survivors of the crew who had landed on

the island were taken aboard the

• Kasuga ' and the ' Fubuki.'
" While a large portion of the Combined

Fleet was working hard in obtaining all

advantages by the pursuit of the enemy
northward, satisfactory work was being

done at the scene of the first day's fight-

ing. The special-service boats ' Shlnano-

maru ' and .' Tainan-maru,' which left the

base early in the morning on the duty of

clearing the battle-ground, dl

•Slasol Veliky' on the verge of

about thirty miles north-east of Karaaakl,

as the result of the torpedo attacks dur-

ing the previous night. The 'Shlnano'

and ' Tainan ' at once captured this ship,

and took the crew aboard. The * Slssol

Veliky." however, went down at 11.05 a.m.

The destroyer ' Shlranul ' and the special-

service boat * Sado-maru ' discovered the

' Admiral Nakhimoff.' also about to sink,

some Ave miles east of Kotosaki. Tsu-

shima. This was 5 .30 a.m. The ' Vladi-

mir Monomakh 1 was also observed

steaming with a heavy list. The 'Sado-

maru ' captured both these ships, but they

were so heavily damaged and were making
water so fast that at about 10 a m they

went down one after another, after their

crews had been removed. At this moment
the Russian destroyer 1 Gromkl ' appeared

near, but seeing the situation turned

northwards at full speed. The destroyer
' Shlranul ' Immediately pursued, over-

took ber at about 11.30 a.m. off Ulsan

(Korea), and In conjunction with torpedo-

boat No. 63 attacked the enemy. On his

guns being silenced, our boats captured

blm, and took the crew prisoner. The
' Gromkl.' which was badly damaged, also

sunk at 12.43 p.m.

" A considerable proportion of the

crews of the sunken vessels were rescued

by our gun-boats and special-service boats,

which searched the coast and Islands In

the vicinity of the battle-area after the

fighting. When they are added to the

crews of the five captured ships, the total

number of prisoner* taken reaches almost

6.000.

" The foregoing describes the progress

of 'he fighting from the afternoon of the

27th to the afternoon of the 28th. Sub-

sequently, a division of the Fleet searched

for the enemy far to the south, but with-

out discovering signs of a single ship.

The Russian Fleet which attempted to

pass through the Japan Sea consisted of

about 38 ships, and only a few of the

cruisers, destroyers, and special service

boats escaped destruction or capture. In

the fighting of the two days our Fleet lout

only three torpedo-boats. Some other

ships suffered damafie more or less, but

the damage will not lessen their efficiency

in the future. The total casualties of the

Combined Fleet are 116 officers and men
killed and 538 officers and men wounded.

The details have already been reported.

"The force of the two Fleets engaged

in the present battle was almost equal,

and I recognise the fact that the Rus-

sians, officers and men. have fought gal-

lently to their fullest capacity for their

country. Yet our Combined Fleet gained

the victory through the remarkable

achievements heretofore cited. It Is

but the outcome of the personal glory

of his Majesty the Emperor, for such can

be by no means achieved by the power of

man In particular, the small damage
and casualties suffered by our Fleet can

be attributed to nothing but the protection

of the Souls of the departed Imperial

Ancestors. Officers and men. who fought

the enemy with great determination and

valour, are struck with deep emotion and

are at a loss for explanation of the

glorious result of the fighting."

We append the following of the

to In the report of Admiral

Togo :
—

1—Point 203—the vicinity of Oshlma,
Iki Island.

2.—Ukujlroa—An Island midway be-

tween Goto and Hlrado Islands

3 —Okinoshlma-«n island between
Shlmonoaeki Straits and the east water-
way of Tsushima Straits.

5.—Abu raya Bay—On the
Nagato between Hagi and

6.—Chlkuhen Bay-On the I

west by south of Fl-leung Island.

7.—Takeshlma— Llanc-ourt Rock.

8—Mlura Bay—A port on the east
coast between the two Islands of

9.—Karasakl—The northern
Tsushima.

end of

The Russian ships engaged In the bat-

tle were as follows :
—

EWItT BATTLKKIUIfl.

Six were sunk—
•Knlaz 8uvaroff."
" Alexander III."
" Borodino."
" Osliabya."
" Slssol Veliky."
" Navarin."

Two were captured

—

" Orel."
"Nlcolal I."

Nisk CartNEBs.

Four were sunk—
"Admiral Nakhimoff.

"

" Dmitri Donskol."
"Vladimir Monomakh."
" Svleilana."

Three took shelter at Manila and were
interned

—

" Aurora."
" Oleg."
" Zemtchug."

One escaped to Vladivostok

—

The '" Almaz."

One reached Vladimir Bay and was
wrecked

—

The " Izumrud."

TimtK Coast-Dei-ence Sutra.

Two were captured

—

" Apraksln."
" SenUvlne."

One was .«tink

—

The "Oushakoff."

Nine Destkotebs.

One was ?antured—
The Bledovy."

Four were sunk—
" Bulny."
•• Bystry."
" Oromkl."
One other.

One took melter at Shanghai, and was
Interned

—

The '• Bodry."

One on her way to Shanghai sunk >tn

account of damage received—
The Ulestyaschtrhl."

One Is missing.

One escaped to Vladivostok—
The " Bravy."

One Armhi rh> Chi i-kf.

The " fral " sunk.

Six Srn iai. SawHI Boats.

Four were sunk

—

'• Kamechaika,"
" Irtish."
" Rubs."
And another.

Two took shelter at Shanghai and
were interned—

- Korea -
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Tun Hospital Ships. .

" Orel."
" KoBtroma."

Th"se two were at first retained by the

Japanese, but the latter was released.

IN ALL THIRTY-EIGHT VESSELS:—
Sunk 20
Captured 5

Escaped, but wrecked or
sunk 2

Escaped, hut Interned after-

wards 6

End unknown 1

Retained by the Japanese
fleet, but one released after-
wards 2

Escaped 2

It Is stated that the Japanese Govern-

ment has been constantly receiving tele-

grams of congratulation from Europe and

America since the victory of Admiral

Togo. Many telegrams are from states-

men and scholar? of eminence.

ADMIRAL TOGO.

A SKETCH OF HIS CAREER.

those of (he other Generals, la also a

Satsuma man and was a " chum " of Ad-
miral Togo. It Is a happy coincidence

that the two schoolfellows, who often met
In athletic sports In their boyhood, should
have achieved deeds with which the world
rings. Between the age of 12 and 16 Ad-
miral Togo received his literary educa-
tion from the great Salgo. He also
studied fencing and wrestling, as was
usual with the youth of the time
Satsuma, as has been said, was a
most militant clan, and In consequence
of this It has produced many swash-
bucklers. The Admiral, however, has
never shown any such tendency, but he
is. as Count Katiuyama remarks, as quiet
ait a girl, though none could be more re-

solute and courageous than he at heart
The stirring period in which he bad been
brought up was well suited to " make a
man M

of him.

The name of Admiral Togo Helhachlro

will rank In history with that of Nelson :

and the following sketch of his life, com-

piled from Japanese sources, will be

read with much interest at ibe present

time.

Admiral Togo was born on December

22nd, 184*. at his father's residence at

Kagoshlma. wnich has produced many

men of naval ami military renown. Hi

father was a retainer of Prince Shimadzu,

Lor.i of Satsuma. and the Admiral is bis

fourth son. The family is said to be

descended from Talra-no-Shlgemori. who

Is regarded as having been a model of

filial piety to his father Klyomori. who

ruled Japan for twenty-five years durlus

the 12th century. The three elder bro-

thers of Admiral Togo took pari as rebels

in the Satsuma rising of 1 877. and two of

them were killed In battle, while the third

died shortly after the rebellion had been

suppressed. The Admiral therefore has no

brother or sister living. His father, who
was a magistrate of his clan for thirteen

years, died at the age of about SO. His

mother Is described as a model wife well

fitted to be the mother of »omurat. Not only

did she possess all womanly virtues, but

ehe was very strict and careful In the

upbringing of her sons ; and the early

training under his wise and courageous

mother has no doubt largely contributed

towards the making of the man whose

fame has now reached the remotest corners

of the earth. Admiral Togo's mother died

some years ago at the age of over 9u

years.

The Satsuma men are generally credited

with undaunted courage, as Is attested by

Sanyo's well-known poem. Those who i

know something of Japan's history dur-

ing the pa:<t forty years or so will readily

understand the important part that tbe

Satsuma men have played in tbe warlike

deeds that have taken place in the In-

terval. Perhaps it will be news to many

to hear that General Kuroki, whose suc-

cessful operations on land as Commander
of the First Army have almost eclipsed I

ADMIRAL TOGO.

In command of the Combined Fleets of

the Japanese Navy.

Admiral Togo received his baptism of

tire at the age of 17. On September 14th.

1862, li will be remembered, an English-

man named Richardson was attacked and

killed by Namamugi, near Yokohama, by

the retainers of Prince Shimadzu, of

Satsuma, on account, it Is alleged, of his

having goi In the way of the Prlnce'B

armed procession, together with two other

English gentlemen and a lady. The
British Government demanded of tbe

Bakufu Government an Indemnity of

14MJ.0OU for the outrage, to which the

latter was obliged to yield. The British

authorities further demanded the large

Indemnity i>r 1100,00* from Prince

Shimadzu, who was held to be responsible

for the tragedy. As the Prince failed to

comply with the demand, a British squa-

dron, consisting of seven warships, under

the command of Admiral Kuper, was sent

to Kagoshlma, where they arrived on the

llrh August, l si;;: On its arrival at Kago-

shlma the Admiral sent to the Prince an

ultimatum that would expire at tbe end

of twenty-four hours, but It was
peremptorily rejected by the Prince. On
August 15lh, after the squadron had been

in the bay several days, a shot was fired

from the forts, and In reply Kago-
shlma was bombarded by the British

squadron and a large part of the town
was destroyed by Are. Most of the Japan-

ese forts were dismantled. In spite of a
typhoon which raged throughout the day:

but the squadron also suffered consider-

ably. The Captain and commander of tbe

flag-ship were killed on the bridge by a

round shot, and the total loss In killed

and wounded was sixty-three. Admiral

Togo, who was then 17 years old. was

in one of the forts and assisted In the

firing at the warships.

In the collisions that occurred between

the Tokugawa men and the Imperialists

In tbe Restoration period. Togo, young

though he was. distinguished himself on

several occasions. Exasperated by the

lawlessness of the Satsuma clansmen, tbe

retainers of Tokugawa made a night at-

tack on tbe Satsuma yashikl at Mlta,

Tokyo, on December 25th. 18G7. A des-

perate fight ensued In which many were

killed and wounded on both sides. About

sixty Satsuma men took refuge on board

the war-ship " Kocho-maru," belonging to

Prince Shimadzu. which happened to be

at anchor at Shlnagawa The ship. Id

orrler to escape the enemy's pursuit. 1m

nied lately weighed anchor, and had started

on her journey when she was confronted

by the Tokugawa ship " Kalten-maru."

which was larger and more strongly

armed than tbe " Kocho." The " Kalten
"

was commanded by Enomoto Kamajiro
i now Viscount), who was afterwards ap-

pointed Minister of the Nary. In an en-

gagement in Tokyo Bay that ensued the

" Kocho " was badly worsted, her hull

being literally riddled with shot. She.

however, managed to reach Shimoda.

where temporary repairs were effected,

and she Anally arrived at Kobe after

much difficulty and delay. Among tbe

officers of the Satsuma steamer " Kocho "

was Ito Sukeyoshl (now Admiral), who
wag Commander of (he Japanese Squadron
during the Japan-China War.
These events, and the endeavour to

gain control of the Emperor, led to open

hostilities between the Tokugawa Shogun
and (he combined clans of Satsuma.

Choshu. Tosa, and Hlgo, resulting In (he

battles of Toba and Fushlml (near

Kyoto). At this time young Togo, who

happened to be In Kyoto, received an

order with other men at once to proceed

to Hyogo and embark in the Satsuma war-

ship " Kosuga." The latter, after taking

in a complement of officers and men, went

out In search of the enemy, when she met

the " Kalyo." commanded by Knomoto, in

the Inland Sea. Tbe fight between ihe

two ships resulted In the withdrawal of

tbe " Kaiyo " from action. It is said that

Togo, a young officer of 22. even then dis-

tinguished himself as a brave and efficient

seaman on tola occasion.

Although the Shogun Kclkl decided i»

restore his office, together with the Yedo

castle, to the Emperor after the battle of

Fushlml, some of his retainers were de-

termined upon fighting for their chief to

Gc
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the end. Out of the fifteen

sensed by the Shogun only four

rendered to the Imperialist*, while the

remainder were selxed by the Toku-

gawa retainers. On board of these

Matsudaira. and

fled to Hako-

they established their

headquarters. In March 1869 an expedi-

tion, consisting of 6,500 troops and five

war ships, started from Shlnagawa at

Tokyo for the suppreaalon of the Hako-

date rebels. Among the vessels was the

" Kosuga," on which was Togo. Admiral

Enomoto, who commanded the Tokugawa

ships. Intending to attack the Imperialists

on the- way, left Hakodate with his flag-

ship " Kalten " and two others. A storm

sprang up. and the "Kalten" was

separated from the two other ships, so

that she alone approached Kuwagosaki,

where the enemy's vessels were anchored.

By displaying the flag of the Stars and

Stripes the " Kalten " succeeded In com-

Idk within range of the Imperialist ves-

sels without detection. Suddenly the " Kal-

ten " hauled down the American flag and

hoisted that of the Rising Sun, and before

the Imperialists could fully realise the

meaning of what had occurred the " Kal-

ten " brought ail her guns to bear on the

None of the

the

came close to Its opponent with the ob-

ject of boarding, and many of the Toku-

gawa men climbed on the " Masashl "

with drawn swords. Several men were thus

cut down on board their own ship. Owing

to the close situation of the two ships the

other vessels could not fire on the " Kal-

ten." fearing that they might inflict

damage on the " Husashi." A rifle lire,

however, was poured Into the "Kalten."

the commander of which. Koga Gengo.

was killed on the bridge. Finally the

" Kalten " retired after this sanguinary

episode and returned to Hakodate.

The " Kosuga," on which, as stated, was

Togo, encountered the Tokugawa ship

" Takao," which, unable to withstand the

" Koeuga's " Ore, took to flight. In mak-

ing her escape she ran ashore on the coast

of Omoto-mura. Nambu. and was blown

up by the crew. In several engagements

that followed on land and sea in the neigh-

bourhood of Hakodate. Togo showed him-

self to be a sailor o< no ordinary quality.

After the surrender of the rebels

turned to Tokyo, thlB being In

uw.
By this time Togo had made up his

ralnd to devote his life to the Navy. He

availing himself of

was obtainable at that t'roe. He did hhis as

a preliminary to going to England, where

he Intended to complete his naval educa-

tion. Togo and some fellow-students re-

peatedly petitioned the Government to be

sent to England, and their wish was at

last fulfilled in March 1871. when they

were ordered by the Government to pro-

ceed to England for purposes cf study.

The party consisted of twelve young men.

among whom were, besides Togo, Karada
Tosuke (now Superintendent of the Naval

Arsenal). The party, when they went on

board a British steamer, clad In Ill-fitting

foreign dress and wearing old and worn-

out boots. Is said to have presented a very

comical picture. Very little is known or

published as to Togo's doings in England

during his sojourn there for eight years,

but it will be remembered that the Eng-

lish clergyman in whose house Togo was

placed recently published an account in

which he spoke most highly of his pupil's

character. For some time after his

arrival, Togo applied himself more

particularly to acquiring a knowledge of

English. Then be tried to enter the

Thames Naval Academy, but he was un-

able to do so owing to the rule that no

foreigner could be admitted Into the

school. He Joined a training-ship at

Plymouth, however, and diligently studied

all branches of naval science. The term

of his study abroad expired In April

1876. but In view of the construction of

the " Hiyel," which was then In progress

In England, his return home wai

poned pending Its completion In

that he could return by her. It was in

May 1878 that Togo returned to his native
i

country on board the new Japanese war

ship "Hiyel."

During Togo's absence many
had taken place In Japan,

daily It must have been a source of

great sorrow to him that Salgo Takamorl,

bis teacher and exemplar, hail died, and

with him Togo's two brothers, lighting minent part

against the Imperial troops. Yet it may
be regarded as rather rortunate for the

country that the Admiral was in England

at the time of the SaUuma rebellion, for

If he had been in Japan he might have

been Induced to join th« rebellion and have

shared the fate of his teacher and bro-

thers.

After his return to Japan Togo held

commissions on different war-ships, but

it was not until the outbreak of hostilities

between Japan and China In 18M that

his name was prominently brought before

the public.

The circumstances attending the sink-

ing of the British steamer " Kowshlng "

by the " Nanlwa," of which Togo was

commander, will be still fresh in the

of many, but a brief recapltula-

not he uninteresting. To-

end of July the

between Japan and China

strained to such a point that a spark was

sufficient to set the whole house ablaze.

The First Flying Squadron, consisting of

the "Nanlwa." " Yoshlno," " Tskachlho,"

and " Akitsushlma," under the command
of Admiral Tsubol. was charged with the

Juty of keeping watch over Korean waters.

On the morning of July 25th the Japanese

sighted two Chinese men-of-war. the " Tal-

yen " and the ' Kwong-yi." In the vicinity

of Fenglao. Soon the contending squad-

rons were Involved In a hot engagement

in which the Chinese were defeated.

Shortly afterwards, the British steamer
" Kowshlng," escorted by the gun boat

" Soko," hove in sight. She had on board

1.100 Chinese officers and men and 14

guns and a German military officer named
von Hanneken. The " Nanlwa" at once

flred some blank shot and stopped the

"Kowshlng." while the "Akitsushlma"
gave chase to the " Soko." After an ex-

amination of the ship's papers Admiral

Togo signalled the steamer to follow the
" Nanlwa." Captain Galsworthy, of the

"Kowshlng." agreed to obey the

but the Chinese troops, who took

sion of the ship, would not allow them-

selves to be thus captured by the Japan-

ese. Admiral Togo sent a boat again to

the " Kowshlng " for the purpose of

taking away the European officers of the

steamer, but the Chinese would not allow

this to be done. Seeing that the Chinese

had taken possession of the ship, the Ad-

miral made up his mind to sink her. and
signalled to those on board to quit ber

at once. The " Nanlwa " then discharged

her broadsides at the " Kowshlng." which

was sunk In half an-hemr. Captain Gals-

worthy, the First Officer, a quartermaster

of the " Kowsbing " and other men were

picked up by the " Nanlwa's " lioats.

Subsequently, the "Nanlwa's" action be-

came the subject of much diplomatic cor-

respondence between the British and

Japanese Governments, and It also evoked

much adverse criticism from the foreign

Press. Such eminent authorities on In-

ternational law as Dr. Westlake and Dr.

Holland, however, exonerated Togo from

blame.

In the engagement in the Yellow Sea

and the blockade of Wei-hai-wel that fol-

lowed. Admiral Togo also played a rtro-

Subsequently he wa* sent

to Formosa and the Pescadores to take

occupation as commander of the Standing

Squadron, and he remained there for

several months until his mission was
achieved, despite the unhealthy an. I try.

Ing climatic conditions of the Islands.

During the progress of the China-Japan

war Togo was promoted to the posi-

tion of Rear-Admiral and appointed to

the command of the Standing Squa Iron.

After the conclusion of peace he held seve-

ral Important posts in the Admiralty, ami
In 1902 he was transferred to Maldxuru as

Commander-in-Chief of the port, where he
remained until live outbreak of the present

war called him forth to active sea service.

What he has achieved In the war i i too

well known to be recapitulated here. It

Is reported that the gallant officer has

been the recipient of many telegram ( and
letters of eulogy from all parts of the

world. The object of roost of the writers

of these missives Is evidently to re elve

a reply from the Admiral in his hsn 1-

wrltlng. and after the battle of the lOLfe of

August be is said to have attended to this

correspondence with the spirit of a

martyr.

In private life Admiral Togo Is n. quiet

and unassuming gentleman. His wife U
a daughter of Viscount Kaleda. a Privy

Councillor. The Admiral has two sons

and a daughter, the eldest of the I .rmer

being 21 years of age. If he has any
particular bobby It is shooting an i fish-

ing. The Admiral's residence at Komi
Rokubancbo, Tokyo, Is as unpretentious

as Its master Is unostentatious.
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BRITISH STEAMER 8UNK RY

RUSSIANS.

' Nubia " at

CBKW A!«D ENGLISH MAIL AT BATAVI A.

morning Messrs. E. H.

Hunter & Co.. the Kobe agents. Informed

as of the receipt Jf mews Hating that

the rrew of the British

" St. Kilda." bound from Hongkong shipped from the

for Kobe, had arrived at Batavla, for Japan.

and announced that their Teasel had Information of the disaster

been sunk by the Russians. The reached the Kobe agent of the P. A O. Co.

" St. Kilda." a vessel of 2.269 tons, com- yesterday from Hongkong, the message

manded by Captain W. Jones, left Hong- stating that according to official Inform*.

kong for Japan on the 3rd instant v,ith a tion received there Lb* "I
Igeneral cargo, including cotton an,' rice, been sunk by the Russian*, and It was

She also carried the English mall which reported that the malls and the native

left Ixmdon on May 5th, and was tran- crew had been landed at Batavla.

Saturday, Juno llt/i.

A LONDON telegram of the 14th Instant

to the Chronicle reads :
—

The Times St. Petersburg correspondent

Is officially assured that Russia will ron-

aent to any meeting place Japan may

elect, but prefers that It be in Man-

churia.

St. Petersburg is sceptical as to tne

outcome of the negotiations. The papers

reiterate that peace will not be lasting

nnless the people are consulted.

An official communion' published In St.

Petersburg to-day in guarded termb ex

i the Tsar's consent to the

of the date laA Reuter's me.

as follows :—
The text of the Russian reply to Presi-

dent Roosevelt's suggestion of a peace

conference has been published in St.

Petersburg.

FURTHER EXPERIENCES OF

THE " OLDHAMIA."

PAKT OF THE CHEW AT HONGKONG.

The steamship " Hatching." which

arrived at Hongkong from Swatow on the

7th Instant, had on board the majority of

the crew of the " Oldhamia.'' which was

captured by the Russians on May 18th.

In an interview with a representative of

the China Hail one of the officers supplied

the following particulars of their ex-

periences.

"We were bound from New York to

Hongkong with a cargo of kerosene, and

on May 18th at night we suddenly saw a

searchlight flash upon u*. The search-

light was followed by a shot, which had

the result of causing us to stop at once.

Then an officer from a Russian cruiser,

which we afterwards learned was the

" Oleg," boarded at, and after a conversa-

tion with Captain Stewart, the officer

declared us a prize. We were then not

*ar from Formosa. On the following day

(May 19th) we were, with the exception

of the Captain. Chief Engineer, cook and

ateward, transferred to the Volunteer

Fleet cruiser Dnieper' (late 'Peters-

I •). The same day we met the

sian fleet. There were at least forty ves-

sels. Including colliers and transports

When we reached the fleet coal was placed

on board the ' Oldhamia ' and we were

tolrl she was to be sent to Vladivostok.

Sure enough, in a couple of days' time

she left us, taking with her the Captain.

Chief Engineer, cook and steward, and we

have not seen or beard of her or them

since.

" The ' Dnieper ' cruised around for a

few days. In company with the' Rlon

'

(late 'Smolensk') and a number of col-

liers, and on May 25th we put Into

Shanghai. When approaching Shanghai

we expected that our Incarceration was

at an end. but our hopes were not realised,

for we were not even allowed to land.

On making inquiries as to the probable

length of our detention we were Informed

that orders had been received from Ad-

miral Rohjestvensky to keep us on board

until about June 2nd, when we were to

be placed on board the first merchantman

the ' Dnieper ' came across.

"After cruising about Shanghai for a

while the ' Dnieper ' went south and even

went as far as the Philippines. They

were on the look-out for prizes the while,

but did not fall in with any. We began

to go north again on Friday last (the

2nd) and passed Hongkong the day be-

fore yesterday.

" When about 13 miles north of Hong-

kong the 'Washing.' bound for Swatow.

was sighted. Tne 'Dnieper' signalled

her. and to our relief we were transferred

to her. From Swatow we came down to

Hongkong with Captain Hodgins in the

' Hatching.'
" In all we were about sixteen days on

board the ' Dnieper." and we were very

well looked nfter. Most of the officers

spoke English, and they all went out of

their way to make us comfortable. They

courteous in the extreme. Of course,

we were with the fleet we were

anxious, expecting that a battle

would take place at any moment, and. as

we did not place much faith in the Rus-

sian Fleet, we did not relish the position

we were In. However, we did not go

Into action wl'b the fleet ; at the time or

the battle we were cruising about south

From another source the following was

gleaned regarding the fate of the vessel

After the first day it was found that the

" Oldhamia " could only make nine and a

balf knots as against ten and a half of the

fleet, and apparently the Russians decided

to sink her. for on the following day on*

of the officers noticed that the steamer

was not In sight and asked the Russians

what had become of her.

The reply was laconic :
" Your ship

does not exist. You will not see her

again."

The officer did not vouchsafe the Infor-

mation that the

PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

WASHINGTON THE PLACE OF
MEETING.

A Washington dispatch reaching Tokyo

states that President Roosevelt, who had

agreed to determine the place of the

meeting of the plenipotentiaries of Japan

and Russia, at the request of the Govern

menu of the two countries,

Washington as the place of

Mr. Takahlra. Japanese Minister at

Washington, has telegraphed to the Tokyo

Government that President Roosevelt wa*

to officially communicate to the Govern

raenls of Japan and Russia his

THE SINKING OK THE "ST.

KILDA."

FCKTHER PARTICULARS.

The Foreign Office 1b in

following telegram :
—

The Netherlands mall steamer
arrived at Singapore on June
reported that at 3 o'clock on
noon of the 11th inst. the Russ
cruiser " Dnieper " stopped t

steamer oft* Diamond Cape (

Sumatra, nearly opposite Pen
transhipped 41 Chinese and

number of bags of mall, which

slan vessel had transhipped

"St.

of the

Floras

"

IStb, and

tbe after-

ian armed

he Dutch

north-«a9t

ang) snd

a Iatx*

the K«»-

Uw
Th.
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Chinese report that the " St. Kilda " left

Hongkong at 10 am. on June 4th with

for Japan. The steamer was stopped by
the " Dnieper " at 4 o'clock In the after-

noon of the same day. The Russians
boarded the "St. Kilda." and carefully

examined the ship's papers and cargo, the
latter chiefly rice and provisions. The crew
was then ordered to leave the steamer.
A considerate quantity of the provisions
were transferred to the " Dnieper," a work
«:pou which the Russians were engaged
the whole night. At 9 o'clock the fol-

lowing morning the " St. Kilda " was
fired at and sunk. It Is thought that part
of the mail for Japan was destroyed by
the Russians, The Captain and European
members of the crow of the " St. Kilda "

were retained by the Russians and were
to be taken on to Port Said.

Sunday, June IBM.

A
REUTER S telegram dated

the 15th Instant, reads :
—

At Washington an official statement has

»sued that Washington has been

seler-ted as the place where the Plenipo-

tentiaries representing Russia and Japan
will meet in conference.

A message of the 16th Is as follows :—
The St. Petersburg Press continues to

comment arrogantly on the suggestions

regarding peace, declaring that Japan
needs peace more than Russia.

The Tsar has accepted from the Grand
Duke Alexis his resignation of the post

of Supreme Chief of the Fleet and of the

Navy Department. The Grand Duke,

however, still retains the dignities of

Grand Admiral and Aide-de-camp to the

Tsar.

SITUATION AT THE FRONT.

INVASION OF THE HECTKAI.

The dispatches from Marshal Oyama
during the past week or two have shown
that there la very little " doing " Just now
at the front, beyond the occasional en-

counter of skirmishing parties. The
Commander-in-Chief reports that a body

of Russians advanced to Sufengtal, near

Changtu. on the 4th Inst., but they were

driven back.

With regard to the allegations that Rus-

sia is using Mongolian territory with the

object of attacking the Japanese flank. It

Is now suspected the Russians have a base

in neutral territory, at a place called

Petna, whence they are enabled to harass

the Japanese left. It has been observed

that Cossacks have since April last

threatened at Intervals the Japanese cotn-

Fakumen. i

the borders of Mongolia, and they could
only do this by the use of neutral terri-

tory. It Is stated the Chinese authorities

are powerless to maintain the neutrality

of Mongolia, and it is feared the Russians
will menace the rear of the Japanese as

they advance. It was recently reported

that Russia had complained of the

Japanese Invasion of neutrality. The
rules of neutrality have not been very
closely observed by either side If the

truth were known, and It will be hardly

worth while for either side to attempt to

prove Its allegations. When peace has

been resored the question of international

law will probably receive very close at-

tention from Jurists, and a code agreed

upon which will leave no room for the

uncertainties that the present war has

revealed.

THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

COMMENT BY A GERMAN JOUBNAL.

The Foreign Office is

following telegraphic summary of a
leading article In the VoiiitcHe Zeitung

on the peace negotiations :—
" Now that her Army and Navy have

been badly defeated, Russia has at last

resolved to sue for peace, If the

terms proposed by Japan are ac-

ceptable. This reveals the fact that

Russia Is bereft ot the effective power of

obtaining ultimate victory. It must have

a very difficult task for the Tsar to

to such a decision, but there can be

little doubt, however, that this exhibition

of self-control and wisdom will obtain

greater approval from the world than

would the continuance of a useless and

grievous war. Japan shows a disposition

to manage her affairs with moderation in

order that she may not dissipate the
success and reputation she has attained

so far. Her unbroken success in the

campaign has had a remarkable effect In

Increasing her standing. The Japanese
have now come to be known as a people

never yet defeated In war. and they may
not have a desire for any greater success.

What Is to be borne in mind now Is that

peace must not be such as to be of only

short duration. In concluding peace It

will be essential that assurances are ob-

tained from Russia that she will not at-

tempt revenge a few years hence. Should

such a possibility be feared, Japan may
choose to continue the war. It Is evident

that Japan's hope for permanent peace

must oblige her to refrain from imposing

humiliating terms upon Russia, in order

to prevent a future war of retaliation,

which may be expected before long if the

terms of peace are too harsh. What will

be the result of the proposed negotiations

is still to be seen. Japan has, however,

expressed her determination not to allow-

any third Power to Intervene."

THE DEFENCES OF
VLADIVOSTOK.

The Foreign Office Is In receipt of a
telegram to the effect that the Sixth

Vladivostok Fortifications Artillery,

which left Kronstadt early in March,

arrived at Vladivostok towards the end

of last month and has been told off to

positions In the fortified sone. The
Becond torpedo-boat flotilla and five bat-

talions of the new bridge construction

corps have also arrived In Vladivostok.

A number of guns on board the cruiser

" Bogatyr " are reported to have been

landed and placed In the land batteries.

Tuesday, June 20th.

A REUTER'S dispatch of the 16th

reads :

—

The announcement of the selection by

President Roosevelt of Washington as the

place of meeting of the Peace Plenipoten-

tiaries appears to imply that progress is

nade in regard to peace negotla-

otherwlse. nothing whatsoever is

ot any parleying.

A message of the following day reads:—
The Russian Foreign Office denies the

reported exchange ot views regarding an

armistice.

Reuter's correspondent at Washington
states that exchanges are in progress be-

tween Tokyo and St. Petersburg, via

Washington, tor the meeting of

Plenipotentiaries.

Fears are entertained for the safety of

the British India steamship

which, with a cargo of cotton, is a

overdue at Yokohama.

It Is feared the vessel has fallen a prey

to the Russian Volunteer cruisers which

were lately at Shanghai, and which have

since been making raids on commerce in

the China 8ea.
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In consequence of this rates at Lloyds

on vessels running from India to Japan

have jumped from halfa-crown to forty

shillings in a few days.

THB JAPANESE ADVANCE.

OFFICIAL KEHOttTS.

After a long period of Inactivity, the

main forces of Japanese and Russians

tn Manchuria now appear to be on the

eve of another great battle. This time

it is the Japanese, apparently, who are

taking the offensive, the latest report of

.Marshal Oyama Indicating a general ad-

vance on both wings. A distance of

roughly fifty miles still separates the con-

tending armies, the Russian lines helng

between Changchun and Kirln, and the

Japanese between Changtu and Hallung-

cheug. But we know very little of the

position of the Japanese right wing and

the army under General Kawamura, for

while during the past few weeks a great

i been reported of small engage-

i on the western side of the Japanese

advance, absolutely nothing has been

published regarding the Japanese move-

ments in the mountainous region to the

east.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama has been published :

—

" Dibeltion or Wkiyks Paomkx.—At »

o'clock on the morning of the 16th Instant

a body of Russian cavalry, about three

hundred strong, advanced from Tsao-

myoUe in the direction of Kuyushu. but

It was attacked and repulsed by our force.

" DistiTiuN of Chaxoti'.—Our advance

post drove away a body of the enemy at

Suniencheng. and occupied the place.

•• Dibwtiox ok Tasiaottx.—Our detach-

ment drove away a body of Russian

cavalry at Tsaofentie, and occupied the

place.

" Dibkction of Kasopixo.—Our centre

column drove back a cavalry camp of the

Russians at Mlenhuawopen (16 miles

north-east of Kanping) at 1.40 a.m., and

rapidly pursued the enemy. Between 4

and 8.30 a.m. we attacked the Russian

positions extending from the south end

of Liaoyangwopen to the east, and carried

Liaoyangwopen at » a.m.

" Our rlgbt column also advanced, driv-

ing away the enemy en route, and at

8 am. occupied Luslenkou (7 miles east

of Liaoyangwopen) and Machapao (5

miles east of the same place). The Rus-

sian cavalry retreating north of Liaoyang-

wopen, after having been attacked by the

centre column, were again attacked and

lost heavily, being thrown into disorder.

"Our left column pursued about a

thousand cavalry retreating north-west-

ward from Liaoyangwopen and Inflicted

heavy loss upon this body.
" According to the prisoners taken, the

enemy who was at Liaoyangwopen con-

sisted of 5,000 cavalry with 20 guns under

the command of General Mlstchenko.

The main force of this body retreated in

disorder northwards, a detachment went

north-eastwards, and another detachment

to the north-west There are Indications

that In this action ths enemy was thrown

into confusion and fled in complete dis-

order. Judging from the quantity of pro-

visions, fodder, and clothing left on the

field, the enemy appears to be experienc-

ing great difficulty In obtaining supplies,

and has therefore to carry a large

quantity with him. In this action several

hundred koku of different cereala were

taken.

•' Our casualties are 30 officers and men
killed and 185 wounded. The casualties

of the enemy are unknown, but over 80

deail bodies were left on the field or

cremated, and over a dozen horses were

killed. Judging from these indications,

the Russian losses must be very heavy."

RUSSIAN ATTACK ON A FIELD
HOSPITAL.

ALLEGED BARBARITIES.

THK GERMAN STEAMER
" TETARTOS."

SI NK BY THE " RION."

The steamer "Tetartos," chartered by the

Osaka Shosen Kalsha. which has been

posted as missing for some days past.

Is one of the victims of the

mcrce destroyers. It is

that she was sunk on U>e 29th ult. by the

armed cruiser " Rlon," better known as

the " Smolensk."

The " Tetartos " was a German-owned

vessel of 1.812 tons net. and was built

In 1883. She left Otaru on the 23rd

ult. for Tientsin with a cargo of rail-

way sleepers shipped by Messrs. Okura

ft Co. of Tokyo. A week or two ago

it was feared she had met with disaster

some time about the date of the naval

battle. On Saturday the Osaka Shosen

Kaisha received a telegram from the

Hongkong agent of the Flensburg Steam-

ship Company of Hamburg, owners of

the " Tetartos." to the effect that the

steamer was sunk by the " Rion " on the

29th ult. at a point 36 deg. N. Lat. and

123 deg. E. Long., about a hundred miles

east of Tslngtao. The Russians declared

the sleepers contraband. The " Tetartos s
"

crew was taken aboard the " Rion," tha

whole complement numbering about

thirty, including the Captain, the purser

(a Japanese), and three Japanese freight

clerks. The crew was landed near

Batavla, and while It Is expected that the

Japanese were landed together with the

others, nothing has yet been heard from

the purser.

The cargo of the " Tetartos " was In-

sured with the Tokyo Marine Co. for some

¥20,000. We learn that in the charter-

party It was agreed that the steamer

should carry timber, rice, coal, and pro-

visions. In consequence of which. It is

expected, the loss will fall on the owners.

It Is maintained that as the sleepers were

destined for Tientsin, a neutral port, they

cannot be regarded as contraband, and

that the owners of the " Tetartos " are

fully entitled to claim compensation from
(be Russian Government, the case being

similar to that of the " Knight Com-

mander," sunk last year outside Tokyo
Bay. The charter term of the " Tetartos "

from April last to

The following reports of the Chief of

the Medical Department of the Man-

churlan Army describing the Russian at-

tack on a field ambulance on May 18th

have been published. The Brat report is

dated May 19th and says :
—

"The circumstances of the Russian

attack on the field ambulance at

Ichawopen show that at about 10.40

o'clock In the morning rifle Ore was heard

to the west of the camp. The President

of the ambulance ordered the Immediate

retreat of the hospital, and at about

11.10 a.m. four carts regularly attached

to the hospital and the majority of the

staff were removed to the rear. Pre-

sident Uvehara, Surgeons Inouye and

Fukuyama, the chief nurse and nurses,

and the commissary men attached to

the hospital packed up the remain-

ing .articles and left the place. By

this time, about a hundred Russian

cavalry had surrounded Ichawopen. and

begun a heavy Are. The president and

staff retreated to a village east of Ichawo-

pen, and the Russians pursued and ap-

proached to within a dozen yards. Pre-

sident Inouye and Surgeon Inouye es-

caped, but Surgeon Fukuyama and Chief

Nurse Sakal, who were on foot, were over-

taken by the enemy. Chief Nurse Koba-

yashi, who personally witnessed the Rus-

sian assault with Surgeon Fukuyama and

Chief Nurse Sakal, gives the following ac-

count of the Incident :
—

"
' I. together with Surgeon Fukuyama

and Chief Nurse Sakal, packed up the

commissary supplies and proceeded east-

ward. The Russians soon came in
|

and we took shelter In a hollow.

Fukuyama was overtaken by the

cavalry, and the Surgeon sat down on

the ground, evidently prepared to die. He

showed the Red Cross badge to the enemy,

but they took no notice of it, and cut blm

down, striking him on the head. Tata

Chief Nurse Sakal was surrounded by :be

enemy. He also showed the Red Cross

At this the Russians made a

s if to say that he would be Ma*

to the rear. Thus deceiving him tie

Russians struck him with a sword, ind

the Chief Nurse fell prostrate on tie

ground. I could not ascertain before re-

treating whether the two wore dead or

not It appears that not a few of tb»

commissary men were killed or wounded,

but this still remains uncertain.'

"The Russians then gathered up blan-

kets, tents, and some luggage belonging

to the ambulance and destroyed tbem

by fire. According to the native!, th*

Russians collected the hospital carts anJ

other articles at the entrance to the vil-

lage and carried tbem away to the north-

west"

The second report received in Tokyo U

dated May 19th. and is to the follow:!*

effect :—
"On May 19th President Uyebara of

the field ambulance. In company with tht

survivors of bis staff, visited villages is
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the vicinity of IchawoDen and made In-

vestigation* regarding the Russian raid

on the previous day, and obtained certain

particulars :

—

" 1.—Spare medical material, cooking

utensils, furniture, luggage and blankets

were found to have been burnt at the

cooking room and the managing office.

"2.—In visiting the scene of the dis-

aster to Surgeon Fukuyama and others,

we found the cap and belt of the Surgeon.

The cap was damaged at the top, and

both cap and bell were stained with blood.

According to the natives, the Russians

cut off the head and limbs of the surgeon,

placed him on a cart on his back, and

carried him away. A Chinese stated that

a Japanese had been cut on the head al

a place north-east of Ichawopen, and two

or three north-east of Tungchawopen

were similarly treated. All wore carried

away by the Russians.

"3.—The following Is the statement of

Nurse Yukl, who hid himself In the millet

and observed the Russian operations :—
"

' I Ocd with Ave or six men to Kancha-

tung. a village east of the hospital. I was

hiding in the millet, and beard rifle Are
and sounds like the tinkling of rice-boxes

or water-bottles. The Russians slashed

the Chinese and forcibly obtained trucks.

They went away In about two hours.

According to the natives, the Russians
killed 4 Japanese medical men, placed

their bodies on a cart, and carried them
away. The Russians captured 11 Japan-

ese, whom they tied by the waist and
thigh with the strings of waterbottleB

used by the Japanese, and then carried

them away.'

" 4 —There were In all 98 officers and
men In the hospital. Of this number, a
surgeon (Fukuyama), three chief nurses,

13 nurses, one commissary petty officer,

20 men, and a groom are missing, while

a nurse, 3 commissary men, and a groom
were killed. A considerable quantity of

utensils, furniture and hospital material

was carried away."

Another dispatch from the president of

the Medical Department, dated May 23rd.

" Of the staff of the field ambulance of

a certain army division. Surgeon Fuku-
yama and four others. In addition to a

chief nurse and five nurses and ten ser-

vants, have been released by the Russians

and returned to camp to-day. They state

that two chief nurses, seven nurses, and
nine servants were retained by the

Russians, who declared that they would

be released at Sinmlnting on the 22nd.

but the Russians retreated northwards

to-day.

" From Information obtained the

Russians murdered or wounded our
medical staff, who did not offer re-

sistance, burnt most of the hospital

material, carried away part, stole

aiuage. and took from the

valuables. The Russians removed the

Red Cross badges from the bodies of our

men who were killed, and also from the

surgeons and other medical officers who
were wounded."

News has been received by the Go-

vernment that the Turkish military

attache with the Japanese army In Man-

churia has been shot through the

The wound is slight.

Wednesday, June 2Ut.

ARBITER'S dispatch of the 19th Is as

follows :—
Sir Charles Hardlnge. the British Am-

bassador at St Petersburg, has brought

the sinking of the British steamer "St
Kllda " by the Russian cruiser " Dnieper "

to the attention of Count Lamsdorff, the

Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs,

pointing out the gravity of the situation

arising out of such incidents. The British

Ambassador asked not only that repara-

tion should at once be made but that im-

mediate steps should be taken to render

the repetition of such incidents impos-

sible.

Count Lamsdorff promised to refer the

matter to the Minister of Marine, and
added that the assurances given last year

to Great Britain still held good. The case

of the " St. Kllda " was Isolated, and the

Incident was probably due to some mis-

understanding.

• .

The disordered cavalry retreat of the

Russians on the 16th Inst., as reported

by Marshal Oyama, and the activity re-

ported all along the line, Is generally ac-

cepted as a prelude to another big fight,

which It may be hoped will be the last

If the Russians should be victorious by

any chance in the coming battle it will

perhaps open the way for peace just as

effectively as would a defeat. The Rus-

sians would then be conscious of having

done something to retrieve their name,

and would more readily see what all the

world can see—that she Is at a great dis-

advantage In such a long distance cam-

paign against a first-class Power. On the

other hand, a defeat may prove to the

authorities at St Petersburg that the

struggle is hopeless.

When the Russian cavalry fled on the

16th, they did so before a combined Japan-

ese movement, which, evidently, they

were powerless to resist. The Russians
were also driven from Sumlencheng and
Tungcbatze. A force driven from
Lockuankou, Machapao. and Llaoyang-
wopen retreated in three directions, east,

west, and north. The majority went to

Chengchatung, where they were entrapped

J>y the Japanese, who poured In a crosB

fixe. The Japanese were aware that when
attacked the Russians would retreat,

as they did. and the left wing of

the Japanese column drove them to

the north-west, right Into an ambush,
The extent and character of the fighting

appear to have been much more serious

than Is indicated In the reports.

The Japanese authorities have decided

to keep the officers among the prisoners

taken in the recent naval battle at Matsu-

yama, Sendal, Kanaiawa. and Nagoya,

and the men at Kurume, Fukuoka, and

A telegram to St Petersburg dated the

10th ult from Gunahu Pass describes the

trial by a Russian court-martial of two

Japanese spies. Lieutenant Kobayashl and

Corporal Kogo. The Lieutenant was or-

dered to make a reconnaissance to as-

certain the strength of the Russian forces

near Klrln. He dressed himself as a

Chinaman, ordered hla corporal to do like-

wise, and engaged a Chinese guide.

About twenty mile* from Klrln their dis-

guise was discovered by a Russian sol-

dier, who lifted the corporal's head-dress

and revealed the fact that bis pigtail was
a false one. The lieutenant and the cor-

poral and the Chinese guide were con-

demned to death. The two Japanese pri-

soners, says the telegram, showed much
dignity and bore themselves with the con-

sciousness of having done their duty.

They gained the sympathy of all present.

After the sentence the prisoners' request

for pardon was forwarded to General
Llnevltch.

A contribution of ¥1,000 has been ac-
cepted by the Navy Department from Mr.
Konolke Zenyemon of Osaka, the money
to be used In the Interest of the officers

and men wounded during the naval battle.

PEACE PRELIMINARIES.

APPOINTMENT OF JAPANESE
PLENIPOTENTIARIES.

The announcement was made public
yesterday that at a conference of Mini-
sters of State and Elder Statesmen on
the previous day. Marquis Ito and Baron
Komura, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

had been appointed Plenipotentiaries on
behalf of the Japanese Government to-

meet the Russian Plenipotentiaries at
Washington. The result of the Council

was reported by Count Katsura, the

Premier, to hla Majesty the Emperor.

Nothing has yet been formally heard

by the Japanese Government of the ap-

pointment of the Russian Plenipotentiary.

Later news from Tokyo is to the effect

Digitized by



DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. iJuoe 21st, 1906.

granted to Marquis Ito yesterday afternoon

entrusting the Marqula with the negotia-

tions on behalf of the Japanese Govern-

ment. Marquis TokudalJI, Chief Chamber-
lain, was the bearer of the Imperial Mes-

sage, ami visited the official residence of

Marquis Ito at 2 30 yesterday afternoon.

Further news to hand Is to the effect

that pressure is being brought to bear on

Marquis Ito not to accept the honour for

Which he haa been chosen by the State

Council, Prominent men. not connected
»i ii the Government, who are closely as-

*o iited with Marquis Ito believe la the

ve:eran statesman's own Interest that It

-uo.ild be inadvisable for him to accept,

and are using their influence against his

acceptance of the commission.

Marquis Saionjl. President of the Con-

stitutional Association, in view of his

po'ltlral connectlot. with Marquis Ito. Is

very reticent regarding the appointment

and also on the whole question of peace.

Marquis Saionjl advises the members of

the Association to follow his example.

It Is evident that the opinion Is widely

held in Japan that the time haa not

yet arrived for the opening of peace nego-

tiations. Various opinions on the subject

have already been expressed by

bodies, and it Is anticipated that the

political parties or the State will issue

a joint manifesto shortly, which will be

published as representing public opinion

In Japan.

Almost all the Tokyo papers are agreed

that the war should be continued. In the

course of a leading article addressed to

military officers in Manchuria, the Tokyo
Xainiehi (edited by Mr. Shimada, a

Christian publicist) declares that an early

restoration of peace and a peace having

permanent results can only be achieved

by the army. " For this reason," continues

the Uainichi, "we hope the troops will

I quickly: but if necessary, for

their return must be de-

layed. To make premature peace and call

the triumphant troops home it for them

to leave their work unfinished, when
only one stroke more was necessary. And
we believe the troops themselves are un-

willing to return at this time. The
nation must, therefore, suppress 1U
sympathetic feelings and await with

i for the army to perfect Its work,

talk of peace, wanting in all the

real conditions of permanent peace, Is

not good for the Empire. Both the nation

and the army must remain on guard."

The Jiji urges that financial considera-

tions need not cause any anxiety to

Japan, it Is easy to raise further war
funds, and the progresa or stoppage of

the campaign need not be considered from

the financial point of view. The war
must be carried on to the bitter end. so

that Russia will have no chance to

menace the Far Bast again. This Is the

object of the war. This la the desire of

the whole nation, and no Japanese will

refuse to bear the expendtt

to accomplish this object

Tho .Yi,.hi-SicM (Tokyo)

Japan must obtain free navigation on the

Amur and concessions to trade on the

littoral of Siberia with privileges the

same as those of Russia. At the same
time an amendment of the treaty rela-

tions between Russia and China must be

effected. When this is done the unex-

plored world of the north, which Is sealed

as la the hermit's store of wealth, will be

thrown open to the whole world. Russia

will then be unable to hatch her schemes

In darkness and to carry out any ambi-

tious designs in the Far East. The effect

of such a revolution will be to secure the

peace of the Orient and Japan.

Discussing the aspect of the proposed

negotiations, the Azahi (Tokyo) observes

that the views of Japan and Russia, even

regaring the preliminaries, have not yet

reached agreement. Kow Russia will re-

ceive Japan's preliminary proposals Is yet

to be seen. When this is settled other

questions may be easier of solution, be-

cause of the position of Japan as the

victor.

The Yomiuri remarks that Count

Inouye is annoyed at the agitation created

at the present moment by politicians out-

side the Government, and Is reported to

have observed,—" Persons outside the Go-

vernment appear to doubt whether Russia

has a sincere desire for peace. Certainly

If In Japan there are people who Insist

that the time haa not yet arrived for

peace, Russia may very naturally con-

clude that Japan has no desire for peace."

The Xippon observes that public

opinion In Japan la opposed to an

armistice, while m rec«nt telegram pub-

lished in the Pari* Tempt hinted that the

the granting of an armistice or truce. " It

Is satisfactory to learn." contlnuea the

Nippon, " that the Government haa

decided not to agree to such, a course if

asked by Russia. One of the teaching* of

history which holds good for all ages is

that prompt and decisive measure* are

essential In the last stage of war, and

this teaching must be applied by Japan

to tho

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE
" TETARTOS."

FURTHER PARTICULARS

The following telegram giving further

particulars of the . loss of the German
steamer " Tetartos " has been received

by the Foreign Office :
—

The German steamer " Tetartos,"
> chartered by the Osaka Shosen Kaiaha.

j
which left Ota.ru on May 23rd for

Tientsin, was captured by the Russian
armed cruiser *' Rlon " at a point about
60 miles south-east by south of the Shan-
tung Promontory light at 5 o'clock on the
afternoon of the 28th ultimo. The
" Tetartos " followed the Russian cruiser

until 7 'clock on the morning of the fol-

lowing day (29th). when she was sunk
at a point 122 deg. 4 min. E. Long, and
36 deg. N. Lai. The crew was taken
aboard the "Rlon " After this the Rus-
sian vessel cruised about for six days and
nights In a dense fog. At 5 o'clock on
the afternoon of the 3rd Instant, the

("Cllurnum") which was en route from
Shanghai to Nagasaki. On the 4th instant
the " Rlon " steamed southwards at full

speed and arrived at Bauvla on the l"th
Inst. There the crew of the "Tetartos" was
liberated on the 15th Instant, and arrived
at Singapore on the ISth Instant, The
crew, which was treated very unkindly
on board the " Rlon." comprised seven
Japanese,—Ogura MasaJio. Sasaki Jlro.

Kato Seibl, Terajtma Taminojo. Ebara
ShunJI, Kltada Eltaro. and Takeuchl
KoJIro.

CHINA AND THE PEACE
NEGOTIATIONS.

IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS.

The Hochi publishes a Peking telegram

which Indicates an Interesting develop-

ment with regard to the pertonncl and

conditions of the peace negotiations,

should they take place at this stage. The
telegram says the Chinese Government
is much concerned as to the out-

come of the negotiations between

Japan and Russia, it being feared that

Russia may demand Mongolia or Hslcg-

rhlang In lieu of Manchuria, and that

Japan may retain sovereignty over Man-

churia. The Chinese Government con-

siders that the following five conditions

should be a natural result of the nt-

1—That the withdrawal of Russian
troops from Manchuria be the end of

Russian aggressive designs In the Far
East.

2.—That the Chinese army being In*

sufficient for the protection of Manchuria,
peace may be preserved with the assist-

ance of Japan.
3.—That the exclusive privileges al-

ready granted to Russia In Manehurlt
should be annulled, and that Kirin.

Mukden, and the Amur should be opened

to the commerce of the world.
4.—That the Chinese Eastern Railway,

Port Arthur, and Tairen. should b«

place<l under Japanese control.

5.—That Russia should not be allowed

to use the privilege* already obtained by

her In Manchuria by way of making com-

pensation to Japan.

The Chinese Central Council held a

secret conference on the 12th Instant, ani

considered the probable basis of peics

between Japan and Russia, seeking also

the opinion of the Nanyang and Pelyant

Minister, and the Ministers to the Treaty

Powers. It has now been decided if pos-

sible to take part in the peace negotia-

tions with the support of Great Britain

and the United states, and to send

Su to Washington as th

of China.

JAPANESE PRISONERS IN

RUSSIA.

A dispatch to Tokyo states that the US.

Vice-Consul at Moscow, acting under In-

structions from the U.S. Ambassador at

St. Petersburg, visited the Japanese pri-

soners. 65 in number, who receive ths

treatment of officers at Medwade. The

Consul conversed with the prisoners. a*

did a number of Russian officer* and

officials. Among the latter. It is stated,

waa Mr. Wassilleff,

Vice-Consul at Kobe.
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THE WORK OF THE ARMED
CRUISERS.

RESCUE OF DROWNING RUSSIANS.

The following extract is published In

vernacular contemporaries of a report by
Fleet-Surgeon Suzuki, chief of the
medical stiff of the armed cruiser
" Sado-maru," regarding the rescue of the
crews of Russian war-ships In the recent
naval battle :

—
" We left Mhira Bay. Tsushima, at C.45

on the morning of the 28th May, and
were steaming on a course N.E. by N.,

when the Russian armoured cruiser

•Admiral Nakhlmoff ' was sighted with
her bow deep in the water. It was evident

she was Incapable of further fighting.

Near her were several boats and steam-
launches pacl-.ed wlib men, while numbeia
were clinging to the sides of the ship or

were already struggling In the water. A
Japanese destroyer was busy picking up
the men In the water. We Immediately

steamed near the Russian ship, and founj

the destroyer to be the ' Shlranui.' The
' Admiral Nakhlmoff ' was on the verge

of sinking, but the crew had already left

the ship. Every launch or boat was

crowded and scores of men were struggl-

ing for life in the water, some having life

belts and others clinging to pieces or

wood. On seeing the -Sado-maru' ap-

proach, the unfortunate men cried for

help. We Immediately lowered a boat,

and also took aboard those on the steam
launches and boats, and others cling'ng

to sinking war-ship. While so engaged
another Russian war-ship came In Right.

Thereupon the 'Shlranui' transferred

three dead and one wounded of her crew
to the

1 Sado-maru ' and went out to meet
the newcomer. We hurried over the res-

cue and as soon as possible steamed

towards the second vessel, which proved

to be the ' Admiral Monomakh.' Listing

heavily and incapable of fighting, this

vessel was also in a sinking condition,

and the crew was leaving the ship In

boats with the object of going ashore on

Tsushima. Numbers were also jumping
Into the water, fearing to be engulfej. by
the vessel as she went down ; but by now
the ' Manshu-maru,' which hail rapidly

approached, drew near, and all the Rus-
sians were taken on board.

" When the ' Monomakh ' came In sight

there was some excitement on board, as

It was possible we would have to light.

We hurried with (he work of rescue of

the ' NakhlmofTs ' crew, and at the same
time prepare! for the enemy. All on

board worked hard, and while prepara-

tions were made for action, blankets were
spread on the 'tween decks, and stimul-

ants and cluthing got ready for the Rus-

sians rescued. The men who were taken

from the water wore shivering fearfully

from the cold and were greatly exhausted.

Each man was given two blankets, tail

down In the 'tween decks, and supplied

with warm drink and clothes. The bodle*

of these exhausted men were rubbed with
a dry cloth, and those who were res'.ited

were sent down to the sick bay. Most
of the Russians received on board the
' Sado-maru ' were wounded or seriously

exhausted. They were very kindly treated

and sincerely expressed their thanks. Of
the crew or the 'Admiral Nakhln.off.'

those rescued by the 'Sado-maru' num-
bered 2f, officers. 9 non-combatant officer*,

and 489 men. Fifteen were wound.-"!.

" Shortly afrer the crew was resc ued
the 'Nakhlmoff' went down The crew
of the 'Monomakh' being safe, and this

vessel also having sunk. we proceeded

for a certain base. During the voyage,

two of the prisoners, already wound-!,

died, and their bodies were buried at sea.

We arrived at the baaa at 7.08 o'clock

on the morning of the 2!Uh ultimo. End

delivered the lH>Iles of the two men of

the crew of the ' Jhlranul ' to the Marine

Station, and at the Naval Hospital we

ten the man tielonglng to 1 Shlranui ' who
was severely wounded, together with the

wounded prisoners."

CONVICTS ESCAPE FROM
SAGHALIEN.

A telegram from Kltaml. Hokkaido, to

the Asahi states that a Russian and six-

teen otTiers have drifted on to the Hok-

kaido coast In a small boat. They are

escaped convicts

Thursday^ June 22nd.

A LONDON telegram of the 19th to the

Chronicle reads :
—

Russia's assent to tho proposal that

Washington be the place of meeting for

the plenipotentiaries Is regarded as In-

dicating that the war party In St Peters-

burg Is suffering eclipse. It Is also be-

lieved that Japan has declined to agree

to the conference being held in Europe

lest It might be Inferred that she was In

some way a suppliant.

The British Ambassador at St. Peters-

burg has presented a strong protest to the

Russian Government against tne sinking

of the "St. Kllda." with a demand for

reparation.

A Renter's message of the 20th is as

followa :

—

In the House of Commons Mr. Balfour

said that Great Britain took immediate

steps when the news was learned of the

sinking of the " St Kilda " to place the

matter before the Russian Government.

Continuing, the Premier said :—" The
correspondence that Is now proceeding be-

tween the British and Russian Govern-

ments la a matter whereof Great Britain

takes a very grave view, because we re-

ceived the most pacific aa.uranccs that

no suc.h> action would ever again be

taken by the Russian cruisers "

•

A dispatch received from Marshal

Oyaroa late yesterday shows that there is

a great deal of activity all along the line.

Engagements are constantly taking place

between the advance of both armies. On
the 19th Instant the Japanese drove the

Russians from Sbabotze, north of Chang-

tu, and found the railway station had

been completely destroyed, before the

Russians left, leaving about a dozen of

their dead. The Japanese have advanced

twenty miles north east of Welyenpaomen.

on to the Klrln Road.

The Russian Red Cross Society has

awarded medals to Count Matsugata and

Baron Ozawa. President and Vice-Presi-

dent respectively of the Japan Red Cross

In recognition or the assistance given to

sick and wounded Russian prisoners.

• •

The Russian special - service vessel

" Irtish." which was sunk in the rcrent

naval battle, carried about a hundred

mines. She Is lying at the bottom north-

west of the Benten rock off Tsuno-mura,

Iwaml province. At this place the water

Is 2G fathoms deep. It Is feared that the

fastenings of these mines will be gra-

dually loosened and they will work to :he

surface.

•

According to a Nagasaki telegram.

Captain Stewart, of the British ItramtT

"Oldhamla," who is now at Nagasaki,

has received telegraphic Instructions from

England to return at once.

A telegram from Berlin received at

Tokyo states that General Kuropatkln !ia*

been appointed together with M. Line toff.

Ambassador at Paris, as representative

of Russia In the coming negotiations at

Washington.
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Friday, June 23rrf.

i N official dispatch received at the

™ Imperial Headquarters on Wednes-

day afternoon states that a Japanese

detachment In North Korea occupied

Kyongsyong or Kengseng. a town

on the north-east coast, sixty miles

south of the Tumea River. at

11 o'clock on Tuesday morning. Thou-

sands of Russian troops with artillery,

who were evidently preparing to take up

a position there, were retreating In the

direction of Shusyong, about ten miles

north, as the Japanese occupied Kengsen°\

The Japanese advance Is now within

sixty miles of the Korea-Siberia frontier,

and only a three days' march from Posaict

Bay.

• •

Reporting on the 20th Instant. Marshal

Oyama gives an account of the operations

of the forces on the previous day :—

" DIRECTION Of WtlTKM'AOME-N. Our

detachment which occupied Llenhuachih

at 1.30 yesterday afternoon (the 19th)

without opposition, drove away the enemy

In the vicinity of the Ktrln Road and oc-

cupied Yangmollntze, about twenty miles

north-east of Welycnpaomen. Another

detachment compelled the enemy to re-

treat from Yangtzellng. about nine miles

north of Welyenpaomen. yesterday after-

noon, and occupied an elevation In the

vicinity of Shlhuiwotze. 7 miles north of

Yangtzeling. by 9 p.m.. afterwardB driving

the enemy from positions north and

north-cast of the same

retreated northwards In

'• Direction of Chanotc.—Our column

which advanced along the railway com-

pelled the Russian Infantry and cavalry

to evacuate an elevation about three miles

north of the Shahotze station. We oc-

cupied a commanding position south of

Shuangmyotze, 17 mlleB north of Changtu.

early yeBterday morning (the 19th). The

railway station was then found to be

totally destroyed. Our casualties in this

action were only 4 men wounded, but the

Russian casualties must have been com-

paratively heavy. Judging from the fact

they they left ten dead, including an

officer, and three dead horses on the field.

One man. a machine gun. and a charter

fell Into our hands.

•• Our detachment which advanced to

the vicinity of Fenghua Road attacked

the enemy In the vicinity of Pelpengshlng

kou at daybreak yesterday morning and

pressed him with a severe rifle and ar-

tillery Are. We occupied Lluehuankou.

i7 mllee north, of Changtu. at 8.40

PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES.

WITHDRAWAL OF MAHQI IS ITO.

According to a Tokyo dispatch, the re-

port of the appointment of General Kuro-
patkin and M. Neiidoff as the Russian

peace plenipotentiaries can now betaken

as authoritative. In consequence the

Japanese Government has agreed to ap-

point llaron Komura, Minister for For-

eign Affairs, and Mr. Takauira. Japanese

Minister at Washington, the Japanese

plenipotentiaries. The only course re-

maining to be taken now is to com-

municate the names of the plenipoten-

tiaries of both parties through President

Roosevelt.

Marquis Ito. It appears, had decided to

accept the mission Irrespective of cir-

cumstances, as desired by the Veteran

Statesmen and the Ministers of Slate.

But the Russian plenipotentiaries ap-

pointed cannot be regarded as of

the first rank, and the Japanese

Government therefore considered It

Ito. Hence the decision to appoint

Marquis Ito one of the plenipotentiaries

has been abandoned, as many important

State affairs call for his attention and

assistance at home as the highest ad-

viser. In other words. Marquis Ito will

be consulted by the Ministry day by day

as the negotiations proceed. Instead of

being a negotiator In person at Washing-

ton.

THE EARLY NAVAL
DISASTERS.

HOW THE GUN-BOAT

WAS SUNK.

For the first time since the accident

occurred thirteen months ago, particulars

have been published of the loss of the

gun-boat " Oshima.'' which was sunk In

The story, which Is told by

who was on board the

at the time, Is as follows :—
" Early on the morning of May 15th,

1904. Rear-Admiral Togo Masamlchl.

with his squadron and a torpedo-boat

flotilla, left the rendezvous. When the

squadron was near Port Arthur, the news

of the disaster to the battleships

• Hatsuse 1 and ' Yashima ' and the cruiser

•Yoahlno- was received. The 'Oshima.'

' UJI,' and the torpedo flotilla were ordered

up the Pechili Oulf to bombard the

Russian land forces at Kaiplng. Our other

vessels drove off the destroyers that were

coming out of Port Arthur and also

effected the rescue of the crew of the

• Hatsuse ' and 1 Yoshlno." At noon on

the 16th the whole squadron arrived at

Tungtashan and searched for the enemy

along the coast about Kalcbow Point,

until a small force was discovered on the

shore. We drew as close In as possible

before firing, when some cavalry from
the hill above levelled their rifles at us.

but their volleys fell short, and we suc-

ceeded In dispersing the enemy. In the

afternoon of the 17th, we again proceeded

up the bay, picking up mines as we went
along. We approached the coast near a rail-

way bridge and fired on a troop train which
was about to pasB over, doing heavy
damage to the hrldge and to other places.

" In the evening we received orders

to proceed to the neighbourhood of

Klnchow and assist In the operations of

the land force. The 1 Akasbl 1 was in the

van, and night falling, all lights were
put out. One after another we steamed
through the darkness, guided by the

vessel that went before. Before daybreak
on the 18th May a thick mist rose, com-
pletely shutting out alt vision, so that

the squadron was helpless. Preparations
were made for anchoring. Neither ship

could see the other, and It was necessary

to keep strict watch. It became known
that the gun-boat ' Akagl ' had turned to

starboard the same as

when the watch on the latter

up rockets to warn the ' Akagl,' but the

signals could not be seen because of the

fog. The ' Akagl 1 approached nearer, not

knowing the danger, and we shouted as

loud as we could. It Is probable the

' Akagl ' thought we required Its help, ss

she continued to approach until she could

be seen distinctly bearing down on us.

Our perilous position was reported to toe

Commander, but nothing could be done

as we were anchored, and so were unable

to get out of the way by any means. A
minute afterwards we were rammed by

right in the engine-room,

er engines the 1 Akagl
1

to draw away, which left the

' Oshima ' making water so fast that ws

were even unable to make use of the col-

lision mats. We had just as much as we

could do to save our own lives. The

Commander ordered alt to prepare for

leaving the ship, and to save the Im-

perial portrait, and all Important docu-

By the time this was dons the

washing the upper deck. W»

entered the hosts, and the Commander

alone remained on the ship, refusing to

leave, and Insisting on sharing the ssme

fate. The endeavours of the boatswain to

dissuade the Commander from his deter-

mination proving useless, the boatswain

actually used force, and placed his Com-

raander In a boat—the last to leave the

war-ship. Before the boat was many

yards away the 'Oshima' plunge!

beneath the waves. As It did so the

Commander, standing In the boat, or-

dered all the boats' crews to the salute,

and this was followed by three stentorian

• Banzai.' That was the last of the

• Oshima.' and some of the men left the

scene with tears In tbelr eyes. Not s

man was lost. aa_the boats from otner

helped to rescue the crew."
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Saturday, June 24/A.

A LONDON telegram of the 21st inaUnt

to the Chronicle reads :
—

It U reported here that the 1st August

has been chosen as the date on wliich the

Peace Conference will assemble at Wash-

loston.

There are persistent rumours and
In the Russian Press that the

Steel Trust has obtained from
the Russian Government a ten-years' lease

of the private yards on the Baltic for the

purpose of building a new Navy.

A Reuter'a message of the 22nd is as

follows :

—

M. Nelldoff. the Russian Auhas^aiiot at

Paris, has been definitely chosen as Rus-

sia's Plenipotentiary at the P<sace Con-

ference at Washington.

Reuter's correspondent at Sydney re-

ports that the Russian Volunteer Fleet

cruiser " Dnieper " stopped the North

German Lloyd steamer " Prim Slgls-

mund " (from Japan to Australia and

New Zealand) north of Luzon on the 1st

blocks, and other vital parts of engines

of the Russian ships have been removed

and are now on board the U.S. flagship.

The Russian sailors were not allowed

ashore. Messrs. Manuel Earnsbaw ft Co.,

of Manila, have secured the contract for

the repair of the war-ships, the price

being $120,000.

THE " ALMAZ " AT
VLADIVOSTOK.

EARLY REPORT 01* THE NAVAL
BATTLE.

THE FATE OF THE
" OLDHAMIA."

After

the

of the ship's papers,

wis allowed to

VISCOUNT AOKI ON THE
PEACE TERMS.

The following are published as the

views of Viscount Aokl, ex-Mlnlster for

Foreign Affairs, on the terms of peace

Japan should demand :

—

" There Is a wide opinion that Japan

should demand the littoral district of

81berla and Vladivostok, but It Is doubt-

ful If Japan can make such a claim, as no

toot of It Is occupied by Japanese troops.

1 do not think Vladivostok so necessary

for Japan. Even If the port Is left as a

naval station and commercial port, as

It Is now, the Russians can do nothing

against Japan, when Tsushima, Tsugaru.

and Soya Straits are strongly fortified.

Saghalien, however, must be taken with-

out delay. The minimum amount of In-

demnity must be ¥2,000.000.000. This Is

not an unreasonable demand."

Despite all the rumours that have pre-

vailed regarding the fate of the " Old-

bamia." there would seem no doubt that

the vessel was not, as originally stated,

recaptured by the Japanese, and It U
therefore presumed that she was sunk by

the Russians. If this should prove to be

correct, the case is even more outrageous

than that of the " St. Kllda," for kero-

sene would not appear to be regarded as

conditional contraband even under the

very elastic and comprehensive declara-

tion of the Russians. The nearest ap-

proach would seem to be the clause :

" Every kind of fuel, such as coal, naph-

tha, spirits, and such like." But only by

an extension of meaning of the phrase

ran case oil be described as fuel, and It

is not naphtha or spirits. The sinking of

the " Oldhamta " by the Russians would

therefore seem to be without a shadow
of Justification, and. in view of the un-

dertaking given by Russia after the sink-

ing of the "Knight Commander." there

Is likely to be some sharp correspondence

between Russia and Great Britain over

this vessel. As we have already stated, the

British Foreign Office has cabled for the

Captain to proceed to London at once, ap-

parently with a view to taking action on

the case.

With regard to the treatment of the

Captain by the Japanese authorities, to

which we called attention In our last

Issue, we understand that steps have been
taken on behalf of the " Industrie." whose
tentlon. Similar action has also been

on behalf of the " Industrie," whose
an also outlined In the

THE RUSSIAN SHIPS AT
MANILA.

The U.S. transport " Sherman " with

Major-General Randall and 1.195 troops

on board, arrived at Nagasaki on Thurs-

day from Manila. It was learned that the

three Russian war-ships which are

Interned at Manila are lying: opposite the

quarantine station. The "Aurora" Is

heavily damaged, having three large

holes, each measuring four feet

In addition to Innumerable shot

Admiral Enqulst has removed his flag to

the *' Oleg." The connecting rods, thrust

THE SUNKEN WAR-SHIPS AT
PORT ARTHUR,

' BAYAN " RAISED.

Admiral Shlbayama. Commander of the

Port Arthur Port Admiralty, telegraph* I

yesterday that the armoured cruiser
" Bayan." one of the Russian war-ships

sunk In the harbour, was refloated that

day.

The " Bayan " is an armoured cruiser

of 7.8O0 tons displacement, with 17.000

horse-power, and a speed of 21 knots.

She was launched at La Seyne In June

1900. The "Bayan" was sunk by the

fire from 203-metre Hill,

ber of other vessels.

The following account of the arrival of

the " Almaz " at Vladivostok and parti-

culars of the naval battle were sent from
Vladivostok to America on the afternoon

of the 30th ult
,
being a special dispatch

to the San Francisco Chronicle :—
Two ships alone of Vice-Admiral Roh-

jestvensky's powerful flotilla, the swift
cruiser " Almaz " and the torpedo-boat
destroyer " Grozny," He at anchor here
to-day in the curving harbour of the
Golden Horn. They separated from the
fleet In the early stages of the battle, and
headed, In obedience to orders, with full

speed to Vladivostok.
Up to 4 o'clock this afternoon no other

vessel of the Baltic Fleet had yet arrived
and the signal stations at Askold and
Rimskykorsakoff Islands reported none
In sight.

Officers of the " Almaz " and " Grozny "

say that both fleet* had already sustained

terrible losses when the " Almaz " and
" Grozny " broke through the hostile line.

Of the Japanese two battleships had
gone down before their eyes and two
cruisers, their sterns high out of the

water, seemed ready to plunge foremost
to the bottom of the sea.

The Russian fleet, they say. was even
In a sadder plight. Rohjestvensky's
flagship, the " Kniaz Suvarofl." and ber
sister ship, the " Borodino," and the
" Oslyabia " and " Orel " were utterly de-

stroyed, and when the fog closed down
and hid the scene of battle from the

speeding ships a third great Russian
battleship, the " Alexander III.," seemed
In sore distress, but was limping north-

ward (sic), putting up a valiant fight

against throng.* of torpedo-boats and still

continuing her attacks on the cruisers of

the island empire.
Torpedo boats were also clinging

round the other ships of the fleet like

angered wasps, separate flotillas dart-

ing in again and again to launch their

weapons.
The " Almaz." whioh arrived at her

anchorage h«r* on Monday evening, bears

scars of battle. Her mlzzenmaat is shot

away and one of her smokestacks is

pierced by a cannon ball. But the
" Grozny." tiough engaged for several

hours In a running fight at short

with a long Japanese destroyer,

no signs of the fray. After her
mander, Captain Andriffski, had been
wounded and an ifflcer and three men
had been killed, the "Grozny" succeeded
In sinking her opponent with a luckily

placed shot and reached Vladivostok
without further adventure at 11 o'clock

this morning.
For the past two days Vladivostok has

been buzzing with rumour and excite-

ment. The fact that a battle between the
rival fleets was Imminent, if Rohjestven-
sky was not already at hand grips with
Togo, was made known through telegrams
from Europe, and when It was known on
Monday morning that a Russian cruller
had been sighted off Askold Island
heading for the harbour, the city wa«
filled with the wildest reports of every
nature.
The inhabitants clustered In the streets,

thronged the water side, or climbed the
frowning hills overlooking the harbour for

a better view. Finally towards 6 o'clock.
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!c '.he srening a graceful cruiser with
two snowy white stacks shot Into view
at the entrance to the Golden Horn and
rounded to an anchorage beneath the
bristling guns of the curving promontory.
From afar the broken stump of her mlz-
xenmast and a shot hole showing black
on the white paint of one stack Indicated

that the cruiser had encountered the
Japanese.
As the anchor chain rattled In the

hawseholes, the vessel wreathed Itself in

salute— It was an Admirals salute in

honour of Rear-Admiral von Jossen.
Scarcely had the boom of the last cannon
begun to echo from the surrounding hills

When Von Jessen's flagship, the cruiser
"Rossia." answered the salute, and a
minute later the guns of the fortress took
up the cannonade.
Excitement beyond description seized

the thronging spec'ators. who with
frantic " huizabs " tossed high their caps.
CitK'-ens embraced each other and dauccd
jubilantly on the pier, while the crews
of the ships In the harbour joined In wild
cheering.

In a thrice the boats were droppeJ
from the davits and In a moment the
officers of the cruisers and torpedo-boats
In Mm harbour and the military olliclats

from the fortress were swarming on
Iboard the " Almaz " to learn news of the
fighting.

The story was short. According to the
officers of the " Almaz " the fleet under
Rohjestvensky met the Japanese In the
Straits of Korea, near the Tsu iBlano,
and the opposing fleets immediately
closed in. Being lightly armed, the
"Almaz," as bad been ordered by Ad-
miral Rohjestvensky before the battle,

separated itself from the fleet at the first

opportunity and headed for Vladivostok
after the commencement of the action, but
not too soon to observe that the losses on
both sides In the titanic combat were
great.

Early in the battle an officer or the
"Almaz" while watching Rohjestven-
sky s flagxhip for a signal, saw the flag-

ship shudder from stem to stern, as If

under a blow from a gigantic hammer,
and hesitate In her course, while the
waves rose high from her armoured sides.

Then she commenced to list and sink.
The officers believe that the debut of

the submarine boat as an effective agent
In naval warfare, or perhaps a large

mine, caused the disaster lo the " Kntaz
Suvaroff." The damage, however, was so

extensive that the flagship Boon went
down, leaving the deck officers and many
of the crew struggling in the waves.
One of the Russian torpedo destroyers,

either the destroyer " Buiny " or the
•" Bravi." ran in and picked up a number
of the swimmers, one of whom was re-

cognised as Admiral Rohjestvensky.
Under a gruelling attack by the Japan-

ese war-ships, aided by torpedo-boats,

mines and submarines, the " Borodino,"
" Oslyabla " and " Orel " were placed out
of action and followed the flagship to the
bottom. The fog which had ral*ed aud
lowered Intermittently during the morn-
ing began to settle down again and the
distance of the " Almaz," which had now
succeeded in disengaging herself from the
struggling ships, made It difficult for her
to see clearly, but the officers are posi-

tive that they saw two Japanese battle-

ships disappear beneath the sea. and that

two Japanese crul.>ers appeared on the

point of sinking.
The arrival of the "Grozny" at 11

o'clock to-day was marked by the same
scenes of exrltemen: as thofC which
characterised the advent of the " Almaz "

The correspondent of the Assoclaiel
Press visited the wounded commander :

of the destroyer. Captain Andrlffskl,
|

at the hospital, and the Captain con-

firmed the detail* given by the officers of I

the " Almaz." He described his combat
as a running flght in which the " Grozny "

was engaged for several hours, finally

sinking the pursuing Japanese destroyer.

THE RUSSIAN SHIPS AT
MANILA.

ADMIRAL ENQUIST'S RECEPTION BY
THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

The Manila papers contain some details

of Admiral Enquisl's squadron, which is

now interned at Manila. According to

the Cablenews the Russian Admiral was

received by the Governor-General on the

5th instant- This Journal says :
—

There was a dramatic scene enacted In

the Ayuntamiento yesterday when Ad-
miral Enqulst accompanied by his Chief
of Staff and the Acting Russian Consul
called on Governor-General Wright. The
Japanese Consul-General. Mr. Goro
Narita. had preceded the Russian officers.

He was leaving the office of the Governor-
General when In the corridor he met the
Admiral and the others.

Though unacquainted with the Rus-
sians he knew Mr. George, the Russian
Acting Consul, and to him and (he others
he bowed low with true Japanese cour-

tesy. His salutation was courteous In

the extreme, and was returned In kind by
the others. Below on the ground floor a

score of Japanese carpenter* and mecha-
nics, who were engaged on repairs to the
Ayuntamiento, grouped themselves at the

foot of the stairs to see the Russians de-

part.

They had heard of the presence of the
Russian*, and were curious to see them.

,

They smiled complacently at the officers,

who were attired brilliantly, and when
an American said to them, " Ruakl* !

"

they grinned and bowed with delight.

The Russian officers were Introduced

by Admiral Train and his Chief of Staff,

Commander Fletcher. The Governor-
General spoke a few words with the Rus-
sian Admiral but as the latter

-

* English
was not fluent, his Chief of Staff did the

talking for him.

The casualties on the three ships In

' the naval flgnt are given as follows :

"Aurora," 15 dead, 81 wounded ;
" Oleg,"

13 dead and .10 wounded, and " Zemt-

chug," 40 wounded.

The " Aurora " Is said to have presented

a dirty appearance, and the officers and

men wore badly soiled uniforms. " Tney

were an unwashed and unkempt lot,

gloomy and dejected, and their only con-

cern since the battle appears to have been

' to get out of range of the death-dealing i

guns of the Japanese and make a port

of safety."

On the 10th Instant the breech blocks

In the guns of the Russian cruisers were

removed, also the connecting rods of the

engines, and that no further dismantling

was to take place, the removal of the

block* rendering the vessels helpless as

war-shipB.

" The steam launches In the Pasig."

says one journal, " have been doing a

rushing business since the arrival of the

Russian cruisers, carrying sightseer* out

at a peso a head to see the damage in-

flicted by the Japanese shells. The Rus-

sian sailors, for some reason difficult to

explain, seem to take pride in standing In

the larger holes to Illustrate their dimen-

sion*."

THE SITUATION AT THE
FRONT.

BRUSH NEAR THE K1RIN BOAD.

The only news received yesterday of

the progress of the land operations was

a dispatch from Marshal Oyama. who re-

ports that on the 21st instant a body of

Russian* a thousand strong advanced
from Wankoutzekou, and drove back the

Japanese advance some miles west of

Wankoutzekou. The Russians then ad-

vanced some ten miles south-west of this

place and the<-e met a stronger force of

Japanese. They were driven back with

heavy los* and pursued.

On the 19th Instant in the direction of

Welyenpaomen, the Japanese detachment
which occupied Yangtzellntze returned to

Its base and reported that the force it en-

countered and drove away consisted of

three battalion* of Infantry, four troops

of cavalry with ten field-piece* and two

machine gun*. This force advanced east

and west of the Klrln road, and on the

morning of the 21st. the Infantry and ar-

tillery took up positions on the hills In

the district. Shortly after midday they

commenced to shell a Japanese position

north of Man:hengtze, when they were

engaged by the Japanese. After an ar-

tillery flght extending over several hour*

the Japanese charged the Russian posi-

tions and completely routed the enemy at

about 8 o'clock p.m. Our detachment,
say* Marshal Oyama In conclusion, are

now pursuing.

THE STEAMSHIP " SHEIKH'S"

EXPERIENCES.

RESCUES TWO RUSSIANS AFTER
THE FIGHT.

Captain C. Jone*. master of the

steamship " Sheikh." recently arrived In

Tientsin after a most Interesting and

occasionally exhilarating experience.

The " Shelkb " was bound from Muroran

and Otaru, for Taku. with a cargo of

railway sleepers, In which Messrs. Wil-

liam Forbes and Company were said

to be Interested. She left Otaru on May

MKhi not knowing that " the acts of God

and the King's enemies," etc.. as the

charter-party has It, were to be en-

countered In full force within a few days.

On Sunday, May 27th, as the good ship

was ploughing her way to Take. •

quantity of wreckage was espied. This

increased In amount northward of Tsu-

shima Strait, and from the negligee man-

ner In which great fragments of the Baltic

fleet were floating about. It became evi-

dent to the ship's officers that they were

on the scene of a great and disastrous

naval battle.

Presently some living survivors were

found—two unhappy Russian sailors,

sitting on a small piece of wreckaic

They had almost given up hope of Rf*-

The Japanese warships had picked U
every survivor they could And ; but Use*

men bad apparently got out of the W
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They were In the last stage of starvation.

One of them was so terribly weak that,

when brought on deck, he had to be sup-

ported.

So far as could be gathered from these

poor men, they were the survivors of

some six sailors who had found refuge

on a piece of wreckage. The other four

bad dropped off, exhausted, or been

washed away. They appeared to have

belonged to the " Navarin."

The " Sheikh," having humanely looked

around In vain for any further survivors,

proceeded on her voyage, and was soon

afterwards hailed by a Japanese warship.

The " Sheikh " hove to, and was re-

quested to proceed In company of the

warship to the naval port of Saseho.

This order was, of course, complied with,

and the " Sheikh " duly arrived In Saseho

the next morning, the 29th, after having

heard heavy nring to the southward.

At Saseho Captain Jones was blind-

folded as a precaution, but was wall

treated, and was allowed to leave again

with ship, crew, and cargo Intact, on
Wednesday, the 31st.

While at Saseho the officers of the

• Sheikh " saw three Russian battleships

brought Into port, and the whole Japan-

ese squadron In magnificent array, pow-

der-stained but sound and Intact, came

seaming in. At this sight, which might

have been expected to arouse a furors of

patriotic enthusiasm, there was no de-

monstration whatever. It was taken as

a matter of business.

Captain Jones suffered no inconve-

nience beyond the slight delay, which he

bore with equanimity, particularly as he

learnt that Tsushima Strait was strewn

with mines. He was, therefore. Bafer at

Saseho than in the battle area.

It may be added. In testimony to the

humanity of the Japanese authorities,

that the mines which they laid were so

constructed as to float for twelve hours

only, at the end of which limit they sank

automatically.

RUSSIAN PRISONERS IN

JAPAN.

The number of Russian prisoners in

Japan at the end of May was 60.119, of

which number there are 10 Admiral* and

Generals. 68 Colonels, 896 Captain*. Lieu-

tenants, and Ensigns, and l.!5« petty

officers. By June 10th the above total

had been Increased, with the addition of

7.282 officers and men taken in the naval

battle. The prisoners are distributed In

23 depots in various parts of Japan. The
largest number at any one depot is that

at Hamadera, near Osaka, where over

22,000 officers and men are internet!.

Tuesday, June 21th.

AREUTERS message dat nl london. the

24th. reads:—
Reutcr's correspondent at Sc. Peters-

burg reports that as the outiome of Bri-

tish representations regarding tbe sink-

ing of the " St. Kllda," British war-ships

will be dispatched to convey orders to

the " Dnieper " and " Rlon " to cease In-

terference with shipping and return to

Russia Immediately.

ADMIRAL ROHJESTVENSKY'S
REPORT TO THE TSAR.

The following bulletin has been pub-

lished by the Naval Staff of the Imperial

Headquarters :

—

Admiral Robjcstvensky. after he was
taken In charge by the Imperial Fleet,

applied to Admiral Togo and obtained
permission to send the following telegram
to bis Majesty the Tsar :—

" H.M. the Tra«, TBarskoe Selo.

"At 1.30 o'clock on the afternoon of

May L'Tth. I opened the fighting against

the main force of the Japanese fleet, con-

sisting of 12 ships, snd their cruiser

squadron consisting of not less -than 12

ships, on the sea between the south end
of Tsushima and the mainland of Japan.

At balf-past two, the "Suvaroff' was com-
pelled to leave the central position. At
half-past three I and a portion of my
Staff, while we were unconscious, were
removed on board the ' Bulny.' There we
found a portion of the crew of the

'Osllabya,' which was sunk, already
aboard the same boat.

" The command of the squadron fell

upon Nebogatoff.
"The 'Bulny- was Isolated from the

squadron during the night

"On the following morning we met the
' Donskol,' which was accompanied by
two destroyers, and the crew of the

'Osllabya' was transferred to the 'Don-
skol.' I was removed Into the ' Bledovy,'

which proceeded with the 1 Qroskl.' On
the evening of the 28th I knew that the

" Bledovy 1 had surrendered to two Japan-
ese destroyers. On the 30th the ' Bledovy '

was taken to Saseho. On the 31st I was
informed that Nebogatoff was at Saseho.

" ROHJE8TVENSKV.
" Alde-de-Camp to his Imperial Majesty."
The Tsar replied In the following tele-

gram to Admlnal Rohjestvensky. through
the French Minister in Tokyo. The tele-

gram was dated June 9th In the after-

noon. M. Harmand. the French Minister,
delivered the message with the following
note to Admiral Rohjestvensky:—"I
have Just received tbe enclosed Imperial
telegram, which iB herewith handed to

your Excellency." The telegram reads:—
Admiral Roiijestvexhky :

—
" We deeply appreciate the services of

you and the whole of the men of the
squadron, who staked your lives in the

fighting and faithfully discharged your
duties to Russia snd Ourself. God did

not enable you to crown your efforts with
a glorious victory, but Russia will always
be proud of your valour, which will be
remembered for ever. We wish your
speedy recovery from the wound. God
will console you.

" NICOLAI."
" Soon after he was taken in charge of

by the Japanese Fleet. Admlnal Nebogatoff
obtained Admiral Togo's permission and
dispatched the following telegram to

H.M. the Tsar :
—

" H.M. the Tsar, St. Petersburg.
"

I respectfully beg to address your
Majesty. On the 28th. after severe fight-

ing during tbe previous night, the bat-

tleships ' Nicolal I.,' 'Seniavln.' ' Aorak-
stn.' and ' Orel, and tbe cruiser ' Izumrud *

were steaming tor Vladivostok, when they

were surrounded by 27 Japanese war-ships

(exclusive of torpedo-boats). We were
In a position In which It was absolutely

Impossible to resist the enemy's squadron,

on account of the scarcity of ammunition,
the damage to our guns, and the loss of

all fighting capacity in the 'Orel.' It was
not only useless to further sacrifice the

lives of 2.400 men. yet we had to con
template doing so If we resisted, under
the circumstances. Therefore the four

ships, with the exception of the ' Izum-
rud.' which taking advantage of her

high speed escaped, were compelled to

surrender, upon conditions that all the

officers would be allowed to retain their

swords and that endeavours would be
made to Induce the Japanese Government
to allow the officers to return home on
parole. These conditions have been gene-
rously approved by his Imperial Japanese
Majesty. I ask the Instructions of your
Majesty as to the course to be taken.

" The officers killed In the fighting aro
Lieutenant Baron Mlrboff. Sub-Lieutenant
Subinsky. and 6 men. and the wounded
are 5 officers (including the captains of
the 'Orel' and ' Nicola! I.') and 22 men,
exclusive of other officers and men of the
' Orel.'

" NEBOQATOFF

"

On June 12th Admiral Rohjestvensky
addressed the following telegram to H.M.
the Tsar through Admiral Togo :

—
" H.M. the Tsab.
"A few hours before the receipt of the

Imperial telegram. I received tbe news of
the surrender of my battleships ' Orel,'
' Nicola! I.,' ' Seniavln.' and * Apraksln '

on the 28th, and I was grieved at the
news of this calamity. I believe the re-

H|M.mstbl1lty for this devolves entirely
upon myself, and I earnestly ask for the
Imperial Indulgence for those in a sad
position.

" ROHJESTVENSKY."
No answers have been received from

H.M the Tsar to the second telegram of
Admiral Rohjestvensky or to the telegram
of Admiral Nebogatoff. Admiral Nebo-
gatoff and other officers who surrendered
do not wish to return on parole. It being
Inconvenient to both parties that they
should be left in the care of the Navy
any longer, Admiral Nebogatoff and other
officers have been removed to tbe army
prisoners' depots on the understanding
that they would be allowed to return to

Russia on parole when the sanction of
the Tsar, permitting them to do so. has
been received.

THE " INDUSTRIE."

A Saseho dispatch to the Otaka Jiji

states that the owner of the German steam-

er " Industrie," which was captured by

the Japanese outside Cblnhal Bay. Korea.

of being engaged In esplon-

Oled a petition at the Saseho

Prlxe Court for the release of tbe steamer.
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THE CASE OF THE STEAMER
" ST. KILDA."

FURTHER PARTICULARS.

A telegram from Singapore to the

Hongkong Daily Prrts. dated June 15th.

gays that the crow of the British steamer

" St. Kilda." sunk by the Russian volun-

teer cruiser " Dnieper," state that they

were overhauled during the afternoon of

June 4th. sixty miles north of Hongkong.

The " Dnieper " made a rigorous search,

but found nothing Incriminating.

The cargo Included rice and cotton, con-

signed to private persons in Japan. The

Russians helped themselves to whatever

they fancied, rummaging all that day and

part of the night through the cargo. They

also opened the mail sackB, and perused

all the mails for Japan. The crew wore

taken on board the "Dnieper" which

then sank the " St. Kilda" with torpedoes,

and several shells. The " Dnieper

"

cruised towards Java, and meeting the

Dutch steamer " Flores," signalled her

and transferred the crew of the "' St

Kilda" to her. There were forty of

them at Singapore, and all complained

of the high-handed behaviour of the Rus-

sians towards them. Official Inquiries

were being made, and their evidence was

to be taken.

SITUATION AT THE FRONT.

KT1KF ENOAOEMENT *KA» Sll AMIIENOTZE.

The following dispatch from Marshal

Oyama was given out by the Govern-

ment on Sunday :
—

"Our detachment sent to check the

enemy who was descending southward

to Nan Shanchongtze, 17 miles north-

east of Ylng-e-cheng, attacked him on

an elevation north-west of Nan Shan-

chengtze at 4.30 In the afternoon of the

22nd Inst., the detachment advancing

from the north-west. The enemy began

to give way at about 5.40 o'clock, when

a portion commenced retreating ; but the

enemy on an elevation west of Nan

Shanchengtze made a stubborn resistance.

At t'.io o'clock the dPtachment carried the

position by a series of desperate charges,

and then met with severe fighting north

of Nan Shanehengtze. Our contingent

went round to the north-east of Talplng-

tlnue (2 mile* north-west of Nan
Shanchengtxe). and attacked the enemy

as he was retreating. By this movement

the enemy was involved In great con-

ruslon, and the Infantry and cavalry at-

tempted to avoid our flre by showing

Red Cross flags. These tactics were of

little avail, however, and the Russians

were dispersed In disorder to the north.

"The force of the enemy was about

a.tNMi Infantry and cavalry with a number

of guns. Over 50 dead were left on the

field. The Russian casualties are es-

timated at not less than 2I.KI In killed and

wounded. Our casualties were 2 men

and 1 horse killed, and 1 officer, C6 men,

and 1 horse wounded."

THE " OREL."

I'ETITIO.N IIY RUSSIAN l'AVMASTER.

The paymaster of the Russian hospital

ship "Orel," which was captured by the

Japanese In the battle of the Japan Sea,

has filed a petition at the Saseho Prize

Court for the release of 67.000 francs

which were carried by the vessel.

Wednesday, Jane 2*th.

AREITER'S message of me 27th if* as I

follows :
—

Sir A. Hardinge, the BritMn Amoatsa-

dor at St. Petersburg, ha* bneu intruded

by his Government to bring to the notice

of Count Lamsdorff. the Russian Minister

for Foreign Affairs, the sinking of the

British steamer "Ikhona" by the Rus-

sian cruiser " Terek " recently.

THE FATE OF THE " IKHONA.''

ASOTIIEB ACT OF RUSSIA* PIRACY.

The mystery regarding the fate of the

steamer " Ikhona " has at length been

cleared. News has reached the agents

both In Kobe and Yokohama of the loss

of this vessel, belonging to the British

India Steam Navigation Co., which has

been advertised In our columns sb missing

since the 17th instant. The Kobe agents,

Messrs. Browne * Co., received tele-

graphic advice from Singapore yesterday

that the " Ikhona." carrying 4,000 tons

of rice from Singapore for Japan, was

sunk on the 5th Inst, by the Russian

converted cruiser " Terek." It will be

remembered that the "Ikhona" left

Singapore on May 24th, and she was there-

fore eleven days out from that port when

sunk. Her crew was only landed at

Singapore on Sunday la*t. so that the

men have been detained as prisoners for

nearly three weeks.

The news of these piratical proceedings

will cause increased indignation In Eng-

land, and may even lead to the policing of

the seas by British war-ships until the

Russian cruisers, one and all. have arrived

at their European ports.

The appearance of the "Terek" la

these waters Is In Itself a mystery. As

far as we remember, she was last heard

of near Vigo, during the passage of the

second or third Russian squadron.

Doubtless she came out with one of these,

but It Is strange that her name should

not appear in the lists and that she

should be able to cruise about for some

weeks in China waters and not be re-

ported.

THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES.

TO MEET AT WASHINGTON IS AUGUST.

A dispatch from Washington received

In Tokyo yesterday states that President

Roosevelt has acquainted the Japanese

Government with the names of the Rus-

sian plenlpotentaries, the principal being

M. Nelldoff, Russia's Ambassador at

Paris. The plenipotentiaries of Japan

and Russia will probably meet at

Washington early In August next.

Another dispatch states that President

Roosevelt has proposed that the meeting

should take place during the first ten

days of August, and it is considered there

is no doubt that the proposal will be

accepted by the Powers concerned.

It is further stated that President

Roosevelt has received the names of the

plenipotentiaries appointed to represent

Japan. President Roosevelt has decided

not to propose any armistice.

A telegram received by the Foreign

|

Office, Tokyo, gives the following sub-

stance of Russian Press opinion :—
The friendly advice of President Roose-

velt Is unanimously welcomed by the

Press and public In St. Petersburg, and

It is generally admitted that It forms a

step towards peace.

The /fuss thinks that the intention of

President Roosevelt Is to induce Japan to

be content with terms not prejudicial

to the prestige of Russia. It declares

that the negotiations for peace rc>-t

under any circumstances be conducted
direct between the two belligerents, and
that any Intervention of a third Power
should not be allowed.
The Bourse Oazetle declares that the

present Is the time for Great Britain sol

the United Slates to Intervene with their

friendly offices, and contends that the

amount of indemnity to be demanded by

Japan from the Russian people should

not be so large as from the Russian

bureaucracy, which advocated the w»r.

A Zemsky Zobor must be summoned and

the amount of indemnity considered by

that body.
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Thursday. June

A DISPATCH from Marshal Oyama pub-
** lished yesterday state* that on Mon-
day morning Ave companies or Russians

with six Runs advanced to the vicinity of

Changchatlen. 13 miles north-west of

Kangplng, but were repulsed by the Japan-

ese outpost at that point. It Is reported

that on Monday the Japanese advance In

Korea occupied Shusyong. about eleven

miles north of Kengsyong.

The Russian detachment three thou-

sand strong which waa repulsed at Nan-
shanchengtze on the 21st Instant had Its

base about twelve miles to the north at

Peishanchengtze, and Its southward move
on the 21at waa with the object of scout-

ing the Japanese position. The Russian;

at Peishanchengtze number over 200,000

men of all arms. This place is a large

trade centre on the road from Fuchung tc

Klrln. through the hilly district. To the

east of the village there is a wide range

of hills, and the place is well fitted for

a base. It la believed the Japanese ad-

vance on the left wing will encounter tho

first strong opposition here.

One of the sailors of the Russian

cruiser " Zemtchug." who was suffering

from a wound in the leg received In the

naval fight in the Korean Straits, died

after the operation, and waa burled on
the 16th Instant at Manila with full naval

honours. The officers of the Russian

cruisers now at Manila attended the ser-

vices, which were conducted by the chap-

lain of the "Aurora," according to the

rites of the Greek Orthodox Church. A
firing squad of United States marines
from Cavite yielded the last honours to

the dead sailor, firing a salute over tn.

The " Ikhona " was sunk 150 miles to

the north of Hongkong on June 5th.

The British steamer "Ikhona" was
sunk by the Russian armed cruiser
" Terek " on the 5th instant when about

three day's journey from Yokohama. The
matter has now been placed In the hands

of the British Foreign Office.

THE END OF THE CRUISER
" TAKASAGO."

THE SINKING OF THE
" IKHONA."

GOVERNMENT TELEUBAM.

The Foreign Office is now In receipt of

a telegram to the effect that the Nether-

lands steamer " Bantam " arrived at

Singapore from Tamsui on the 25th Inst.,

and landed the crow, 84 men. including

the Captain, of the British steamer
" Ikhona," sunk by the Russian cruiser
" Terek." The " Bantam " reports that on

the 19th Inst, she was stopped by the

"Terek," when the crew was transferred.

The Russian cruiser proceeded in a south-

easterly direction, apparently for Manila.

After the great naval battle on August

10th last outside Port Arthur, the remain-

ing ships of the Russian squadron at Port

Arthur took shelter deep In the harbour,

only one or two of the vessels occasionally

venturing out. The Japanese fleet main-

tained the blockade of Port Arthur, the

main force remaining at the third advance

base. The fast second-class cruiser
" Takasago," of 4.300 tons and 24 knots,

completed repairs at Kure early in De-

cember 1904, and proceeded direct to the

Pechllf Oulf to resume her blockade ser-

vice. She steamed twice along the coast

of the gulf, and In the forenoon of Decem-
ber llth she arrived at a certain point at

the entrance of the Gulf to coal. It was
snowing hard at the time, with a piercing

northerly wind and high seas, and the

collier did not arrive at tho time ap-

pointed. On the following day the cruiser

visited the same place and waited for the

collier, but the stormy seas had evidently

prevented the vessel from keeping the ap-

pointment, and the " Takasago " was
compelled to drift during the day in order

to save coal and to steam slowly at

night. Shortly after 12 o'clock midnight

OD the 12th December, with only

the watch on deck, the cruiser was slowly

steaming on the east of the group of Is-

lands at the entrance to tho Gulf. 25 miles

south of Port Arthur, when a terrible ex-

plosion took place on the portslde, send-

ing a cloud of water high in the air. It

was evident the cruiser had struck a

mine at the water-line amidships, and
through a largo hole, about six feet square,

tons of water wero rushing with tremen

doits force. In a very short while the ship

listed heavily to port. Captain Ishlbashi

quickly mounted the forebridge. and

Commander Nakayama. second In com-

mand, at onco gave orders to try ami

check the inrush. The collision mats

were got out, boats were lowered, and

all measures taken to save ship and

crew. All the efforts made, however,

were of no avail, although coal, ammuni-
tion, and other heavy articles on the port-

side were Jettisoned to right the war-ship.

The list Increased and It became apparent

that the cruiser must shortly sink. Fif-

teen minutes after the mine struck the

electric light was suddenly extinguished,

the only light that remained being that

on the bridge. It was found the boats on

the starboard could not be lowered on

account of the heavy list to port, and only

a lifeboat, always ready, could !>• lowered

with difficulty. On the portslde the

steam-launch was smashed and useless,

and only a cutter and temma boat were

serviceable. These three boats being

lowered, the fixed number of men entered

them, no one else attempting to leave the

doomed ship. Forty-two minutes after

midnight the disaster was communicated
to the Fleet by wireless telegraphy.

The end was now very near. Captain

Ishlbashi on the forebridge assembled the

:.00 officers and men still on the vessel

and announced that everyone should place

a llfebouy on and remain on board as

long as the ship was afloat. A dead

silence followed this brief order. Every

man was determined to die with his ship.

An hour after midnight the clear notes

of the bugle were heard. All on board

Joined In singing the " Klmlgayo," after

which Captain Ishlbashi led In three

"Banzai" for the Emperor, and cheers

for the Empire and Navy, followed by the

of the " Brave Sailors." The sing-

ing took about seven minutes. The men
were now allowed to smoke, and soon the

strange sight was presented of officers and

men seated In all parts of the ship smok-

ing and quietly waiting for the ship to

go down. Round about them was dark-

ness. The seas were higher than before,

the

cold

minutes after the mine had struck the

last moment came. Suddenly the vessel

assumed an upright position and then

plunged beneath the waves.

Five hundred officers and men were

struggling in the water. The three boats

which were lowered endeavoured to save

as many men as they could, but they

themselves were In great peril, and prac-

tically helpless in the gale. Presently

through the darkness the flash of the

searchlight told that help was approach-

ing in response to the telegraphic mes-

sage. In a few minutes the dispatch-boat
" Otowa " had arrived and was doing what
she could to rescue the living. In a very

abort while three boats from the " Otowa,"

assisted by the three boats of the " Taka-

sago." had rescued 140 officers and men.

Including Captain Ishlbashi. Of these a
number subsequently died from I

Two hundred and sixty

met the fate they had faced calmly when
waiting for the war-ship to I
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Friday, June 30th.

A LONDON telegram to tbe Chronicle

**• dated June 27 says :
" It I* reports

that Russia hag ueclded to lay a third

track on the railway which runs north

through Finland."

•
• •

The A$aM publishes a London tele-

gram to the effect that according to a

report received by the Time* from an

authoritative source In St. Petersburg,

the Russian Government is now con-

sidering the possibility of tbe Japanese

Fleet visiting the Baltic. The proposal

Is therefore made by Government to

establish a naval station on the Aland
Islands, at the entrance to the Gulf of

Bothnia, In order to block the Baltic

coast In case of a Japanese visitation.

The Russian Government has decided to

construct a third line on the Finland Rail-

THE ESCAPE OF PRISONERS

OF WAR
Five out of twelve of the Russian sall-

• who recentlr escaped from their de-

lta at Himeli and were arrested, have

been condemned to Imprisonment by the

HlmeJI Court-martial. The times vary

from seven months to one year.

NORWEGIAN STEAMER
CONFISCATED.

The Norwegian steamer "Henry Bal-

kow." which was captured by a Japanese

war-ship a few months ago. waa declared

confiscated on Wednesday by the Yoke-

suka Prix* Court.

Saturday, July 1st.

T

they at-

1HE following report of G«neral Line-

vltcb. dated tbe 27th tilfimo, has been

received in Tokyo :

—

outpost facing our

In tbe neighbourhood of

the railway resumed the offensive on tbe

24th Instant against our cavalry. The
Japanese having been reinforced by

cavalry and Infantry, our advance was
obliged to retreat. Our cavalry outpost

In the direction of Hallungcheng was com-

pelled to quit Cblngho on the 24th InsL

The volunteers sent to reinforce them
were attacked at Sanchatao by a cross-

fire from the Japanese artillery. A body

of the Japanese Infantry was seen on the

hills there.

•In Korea the Japane*
offensive on June 22nd. when
tacked our outpost, composed of several

troops of cavalry. The outpost retreated

after a little fighting."

• •

A Russian report from Harbin, dateJ

the 2Cth ultimo and published at Shang-

hai on the following day, says :—" A con-

siderable force of Japanese commenced an

advance on the 1 St h June along the Klrin

road, and our outpost retreated to Lavle-

mao. On the 20th we repulsed the enemy
and retook Suishl. On the- same Jay all

the Japanese on the west retreated, and
we recovered our former position. The
following day we continued the advance

until we found our former position, which

waB strongly rortlfied. to be occupied by

one brigade and machine gun batteries of

the enemy. We were compelled to re-

1

treat. Our losses were 4 officers and l-
r
>0

of the rank and file killed and wounded."

It Is stated that the Russian destroyer

" Biedovy." from wBlch vessel Admiral

Rohjestvensky was taken prisoner, pos-

sessed no white flag to signify her sur-

render when closely pursued by the

Japanese. When she was Invited to sur-

render, the Russians were at a loss how

to signal a reply until a white table cloth

was requisitioned and run up at tbe

masthead.

It Is stated that recently. Prince Oboleu-

sky. President of the Russian Red Cross,

telegraphed Count Matsugata, President

of the Japan Red Cross, Inquiring If a
Russian namod BIrlakoff, a Red Cross

man, had been found among tbe prisoners

of war. The matter was referred to the

War Office and Inquiries made among tbe

prisoners, but without success, and Prince

Obolensky was telegraphed accordingly.

RUSSIA'S PLENIPOTENTIARIES.

A telegram has reached Tokyo from
Washington to the effect that Baron
Rosen (formerly of Tokyo), the newly-

appointed Russian Minister to Washing-

ton, has been selected on behalf of Rus-

sia to act as the second plenipotentiary

at the peace conference.

It Is now probable that Mr. Takahira.

the Japanese Minister at Washington,

will act with Baron Komura.

THE SINKING OF THE M ST.

KILDA."

The Chinese crew of the sunken British

steamer "St. Kllda" were at the Singa-

pore Shipping Office on June IStb, and a

representative of the Singapore Free

Press had an interview with the Chinese

boatswain, who speaks good English.

The bo'sun. Cheong Ah Chow, stated

that he signed articles on board the " St.

Kllda" at Hongkong on the 3rd ultimo

to proceed to Japan, and thence to any

European ports and back to Hongkong,

the original port of departure, the voyage

not to exceed one year. The ship left

Hongkong bound for Kobe at 10 a.m. on

the 4th June, and at 4.30 p.m. on the

same day sighted a Russian cruiser, which

signalled the ship to stop. The Captain

of the " St. Kllda " at once did so. and the

cruiser sent two armed boats. Ten Rus-

sian sailors, armed with rlflea and bayo-

nets, came aboard under two officers.

Guards were placed over the hatches anJ

at the engine-room, and one of tbe Rus-

sian officers then demanded to see the

ship's papers. He perused these carefully

and ordered the hatches to be removed.

He then went Into the holds and ex-

amined the cargo.

Coming on deck again the two officers

bad a consultation, and the Captain of

the " St. Kllda " was ordered to get Into

one of the Russian boats and accompany

the senior officer to the Russian cruiser,

the other officer and his boat's crew being

left In charge of the M St. Kllda." After

an hour's delay, three boats put off from

the cruiser, bringing back with them the

Captain of the " 8t. Kllda." wbo, on or-

ders from the Russians, told the crew to

collect their effects in readiness to go

aboard the Russian ship. This was done

under supervision of the Russians, wbo

repeatedly signed to the crew to hurry up

and leave the ship. They were ordered

to get Into the boats which took them

aboard tbe " Dnieper." The Russians

then put their own crew aboard the "St
Kllda" and got her under way with great

haste, both vessels steaming southwards

at the highest speed the "St. Kllda

"

could be driven at.

Next morning at 9.30 o'clock both ships

stopped, and Captain 8kalsky. of the Rus-

sian vessel, went on board the " St.

Kllda " and made a thorough examination

of her. The boats then returned from her,

bringing off everyone, and the bo'sun

noticed that all the live stock with tie

vegetables and a quantity of tinned pro-

visions had been brought away, as well a*

a bag of rice which the Russians seslfd

and marked as soon as It was got on

board the " Dnieper."

Then the "Dnieper" steamed s«»y

from the " St. Kllda " to what the bo'tun

described at about five hundred yarJ> dls-
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tanee, and opened Are with her gun*. The

first shot flew right over the " St. Kllda

"

and buret In the sea a long way off.

The next shots, however, flew true,

and the "St. Kllda" wu aoon

In a mass or smoke, frag-

of shell and flying splinters.

After half-a-dozen shots it was seen that

the cotton In her forehold had been set on

Are, and dense volumes of black smoke

rolled forth from the hatchway. The

bombardment was kept up till It was seen

the doomed vesel was gradually settling

down by the head. The Russians then

ceased Are, and In an hour from the

firing of the first shot the " St. Kllda "

gave a roll and went down by the bows,

her stern Jutting up into the air, and the

last seen of the ill-fated vessel was the

British flag which the Russians had

post.

The Russian cruiser then bore south-

wards at twenty knots, and after eight

days stopped the steamer " Floras " and

put the crew aboard her, as baa already

The rest of the crew, who all speak a

little "pidgin" English, stated that they

were not given time to remove all their

clothes. On board the Russian ship they

were not unkindly treated. They were

accommodated in the 'tween decks with

the Russian firemen and given the ssme

fare, which consisted of bread and " bad "

butter in the morning, soup at mid-day.

and plain rice In the evening.

The tally clerk of the " St. Kllda." who

superintended her loading, stated em-

phatically that the cargo consisted of only

rice, cotton, sugar, and rattans.

A letter signed by Mr. R. T. Young, late

Chief Engineer of the " St. Kllda." dated

off Diamond Point. Sunday afternoon.

June 11th, was brought to Singapore by

one of the Chinese crew. The writer re-

quested that the news might be spread

that the "St Kllda" was captured by

the "' Dnelper " on the previous Sunday

sixty miles off Hongkong and was sunk,

and that all the officers and engineers,

cook, steward, boatswain and mess-room

steward had requested to be taken as near

home as the cruiser could take them, and

that they were likely to be taken to the

Baltic.

Some of the Chinese asserted that It

took eighteen shots to sink the merchant-

man, which shows, either that the Rus-

sians are indifferently acquainted with

the use of their guns, or that the Chinese

got mixed up in their

BATTLESHIP " PERESVIET "

RAISED.

The following dispatch from Admiral

Shlbayama. Commander of the Port Ar-

thur Port Admiralty, was published by

the Naval Staff of the Imperial Head-

quarters yesterday :—" The battleship

' Peresvlet.' 12,674 tons, was floated to-,lay.

June 29th."

The " Pereavlet " Is a sister ship of the

"Osllabya" and was launched In 1S98.

She Is a twin-screw vessel 435 feet long

and 71 feet beam, drawing 27 feet. Her
horse-power was 14,500, and

city 19 knots. The ' Pereavle

Is Harveyed steel. Her armament, or

that which the Russians left on board,

will probably have to be entirely renewed.

THE CONFISCATION OF THE
"HENRY BALCOW."

The reason given by the Yokosuka Prize

Court for the confiscation of the Norwe-

glan steamer " Henry Balcow " Is that

the vessel was on her way from Shanghai

to Saghalien with a cargo of 18,190 bags

of American flour when seized by '.he

" Kumano-maru." The flour, it is allegeJ,

was destined for the use of the Ru»*Un
army.

Sunday, July 2nd.

WE have received the following tele-

gram, dated London. June 30 :—
"News has been received that the

Danish steamer ' Princesse Marie' waa

sunk by the armed cruiser 'Terek' on

the 22nd June."

The Foreign Office Is also in receipt of

news to the effect that the British steamer

"Mabarllo." which arrived at Singapore

on the 29th ultimo, reports having been

stopped by the " Terek " near the Natuna

Islands. This was on the 27th ultimo,

and she was delayed for about an hour.

A telegram to the Chronicle dated

London. June 30. reads :—
"It Is understood that Japan has or-

dered two new battle-ships to be built In

England. The battleships will be the

largest afloat."

ese. In this Llnevltch ha
cossful. the Japanese having very skil-

fully concealed their main force and posi-

tion. It Is with the object of reconnoi-

tring the Japanese position that the Rus-

sians have advanced so far southwards of

late, even at the sacrlflee of heavy

THE SITUATION AT THE
FRONT.

The following dispatch was published

yesterday from Marshal Oyama :—
"A detachment sent In the direction of

Hallungcheng from the vicinity of Hlng-

king drove away a body of 300 of the

enemy from Tashatan, two and a half

miles north-west of Wankoutzekou, at '.<

o'clock on the morning of the 29th June,

and occupied an elevation north of that

place. Another detachment occupied San-

chlenfang. 17 miles east. The troops con-

tinued the march northward on the follow-

ing day."

A VISIT TO PORT ARTHUR.

BY DAVID FRASER.

during recent

skirmishes at the front are reported to

have communicated the news that Gene-

1

tal Llnevltch and his staff have twice,

recently visited the neighbourhood of

Supingchleh, some twenty-five miles

north of Changtu, with the object of as-

1

certalnlng the main position of the Japan- I

Noot's Headqiabtkbs.

June 12, 190S.

As Jerusalem Is to Palestine. Port

Arthur is to the Liaotung Peninsula.

General Nlshl, with whom I had cam-

paigned last year, was in command of the

district and be readily accorded me pei-

mlsslon to visit the scene of the famous

siege. I

It Is a bare twenty miles to Port Ar-

thur by route of crow, but by rail the

distance is double as far, and the Journey

a thousand times as slow, for northw -t

to the Junction and back, Bouth to the

ones Russian stronghold, takes four

weary hours. The railway officer at

Dalny regretted there was no carriage on

the train, but he marshalled me to a

goods van as iwlltely as If It were, a Pull-

man. My last experience of this kln:l of

vehicle had been In 8outh Africa, when
I had travelled from Pretoria to Cspe-

town. It being early In the spring, at

Dalny there bl?w from the east a bitterly

cold wind that penetrated every crevice,

and I was glad to think there was onlv

a forenoon's Journey before me, arid not

one of eight days.

It was a morning of consuming Interest,

for we passed the field of the fierce flctit

at Nanshan. and later entered the moun-
tains through which the Japanese fought

their way. Inch by Inch, to the very en-

ceinte of Port Arthur. Curling in an 1

around the valleys and hills the railway

threads Its way, giving 'he traveller

glimpses of trench-marked and shell-torn

slopes, or stretches of wire Mtangle-

ments. and of camps and shelters .• it

out of the hillsides. Then we cro.s» ' ••

Mat vallery of Sueiszcytng, pass Kmojia -

kin Redoubt, and find the train plunging

straight into the ring of frowning heigiu
that guard the town.

Digitized by Google



27S DIARY OF THE KUS80-I APANKSK WAP.. /July 2ml. 1905.

Of the encircling fort*, tbe nestling

harbour, and sunken shipping the world

ha* already heard much,—so much per-

haps that it is tired of the subject. But

Interest must ever attach where human
endeavour haa surpassed itself, be the

result good or ill. Here has been a

mighty failure, and an heroic success.

In every direction there are grim evi-

dences of triumph or of downfall, whe-

ther one liftg one's eyes to the hills or

lets them rest on the peaceful waters of

the bay.

Perhaps the rusting battleships, sitting

mournfully on the mud of the harbour,

showing diminished hulls and disordered

rigging, clutch at sympathy more
strongly than other sights in and around

this Ill-fated city. I took up my quarters

in the old town, at a little house that in

better days had been a restaurant

favoured by Russian officers. In a ver-

andah facing the anchorage I took my
meals, and looked out upon the sunken ves-

sels, so near as to be almost within speak-

ing illstance. They told me that where

I sat the offlcers of these ships, at one

period of the siege, had been wont to

regale themselves, betting the while upon

the chances of a shell striking a vessel.

In the morning the tide is low. and

so much of each hull shows that It is

difficult to realise that they art all hope-

lessly foundered. Hut as the water slowly

fills the harbour there is no responsive

movement In tnese broken monarchs of

the deep. Gradually the incoming tide

creeps up the stained and battered sides,

floods the lower decks and then halls, as

If in mercy Then the waters subside,

to return again in kindly endeavour.

But they cannot float those swamped
ships, once so buoyant, now resting so

heavily in the lapping waves.

The naval authorities are kind enough

to furnish me with a steam-launch to g>

round the harbour. I stand in the bows

of the boat and am borne slowly pas' the

sunken vessels. They show little signs

of extensive damage. The aftermaat of

one lies across the decks, a smokestack

on another Is completely wrecked. Here

and there the superstructure of heavy

steel plating Is twisted and smashed by

bursting projectiles. And several of the

long poniard-like guns have lost some
feet of their length. I can find only one

or two cases or shell penetrating the hull.

Several of the Bhips, though, show evi-

dence or the explosions that sunk them,

in the blasted and bulging appearance or

the piates.

But, oh ! the desolation of these poor

hulks. The loneliness of the decks that

were not long since alive with men ; tbe

tarnished brass that once glittered like

gold ; the weather-stained eagles that

were brave with paint and gilt, the grey

sides that are now green and slimy, the

dull red rust thai covers every inca of

Ironwork. Yet in destruction the ships

reiain their passive dignity. Their short

and heavy-topped masts, the ponderous

funnel*, stand upright as if they had
successfully defied the storm of shell

rained upon them from the Japanese can-

non. Our fate, they seemed to say. came
from within, not from an enemy.

The " Bayan " lie* at the wharf. This

vessel that a short year ago boarded the

Times dispatch-boat " Halmun '* and

caused ub, at the wlreleaa station at

Wel-hal-wel, such anxiety is now wrecked

for ever. In her side are three enormous

holes, any one big enough to admit a

railway engine. She still looks long and

narrow and vicious ; her four runnels

are intact. In the dry dock the mine

ship " Amur *' lies on her side, her masts

and runnels resting on the stone parapet

A shell wrecked the scaffolding on the

port aide and she fell over. The Rus-

sians themselves completed the disaster

by blowing a hole in her bottom and de-

stroying the dock gateB.

Day and night hammers ring loudly

in the naval yard, for the Japanese have

determined to wrest two of the battle-

ships from the mud Into which they are

slowly sinking. The dock gate is nearly

repaired and soon the dock Itself will be

available. Damaged machinery is being

mended and preliminaries to tbe salvag-

ing of the "Relvisan" and " Pobleda

"

are in an advanced stage. Ere many
months have passed it Is possible that

these two ships may once more proudly

ride to their anchors. But a ship is like

a man. External wounds are easily

healed, but you cannot replace broken

bowels.

Golden Hill commands a perreet view

or the harbour, or the bay. and or the

interior line or the fortress. From here

we tan realise the tremendous damage done

to shipping, either by the bombardment
or at the hands or the Russians them-

selves. Besides the six men-of-war the

bay is littered with sunken ships, con-

spicuous among them a vast three-run-

nelled hospital ship lying on her side.

In every direction, decks flush with the

water, lie ships whose masts and rigging

stand erect, showing nothing or the

cause that destroyed their buoyancy. 1

counted nearly thirty wrecks in all.

Devastated as is the appearance or the

bay. It pales before the scene or destruc-

tion that marks the entrance to the har-

bour. Here projects rrom tbe water a

maze or masts and rigging supported by

submerged vessels some of which point

a nose above the water or dimly show
their sunken decks. Beneath Golden

Hill are stranded two vessels which In

making for the entrance were disabled

by shell fire and missed their mark. Six-

teen vessels were devoted to blocking

the outlet by the Japanese Navy, and here

they lie. evidence of the vulnerability

from the sea or fortieses on land. Each

one or the sixteen passed practically

scatheless through the sto.m or fire that

was poure.l upon t.iem rrom t'.ie batteries,

and each arrived within 3Wi yards or its

objective, to be sunk by its intrepid crew.

A single shell rrom one or the big guns

would have destroyed any or these ships,

but to all appearances they were never

struck except by small projertiies rrom

the destroyers that tried (o check their

advance Th.'y seem, however, not to

have been touched at all until within a

few hundred yards or their goal.

How nearly the Japanese achieved com-

plete success Is evident rrom the narrow-

ness or tbe passage between tbe wrecks.

Another vessel at one point woulJ have

Irretrievably sealed the entrance and

caged the Russian fleet. Whilst the

efforts or the Japanese resulted In the

serious hampering or the Russian war-

ships. It would seen as ir Fortune had re-

warded them ill in not granting all they

so bravely attempted.

A single day spent In inspection or the

forts at Port Arthur gives one little claim

to express opinion on their milftary value,

or time to appreciate the meanB by which
they were reduced. But certain feature*

or the method or fortification cannot fail

to attract the attention or the most casual

observer, as must also the very remark-
able process or attack by the Japanese.
Tbe first endeavour to grasp the situa-

tion results In complete bewilderment,
especially If the point of view is upon the

line or fortification. But seen from the
top of 203-metre Hill, in conjunction with
the study of a map, the plan of defence
gradually unfolds Itself, and It id possible
to realise the nature of the problem which
confronted General Nogl and his de-

voteJ army.

The defences or Port Arthur proper
consist or a circle or forts encloalng the

harbour. In the west la a gap which
constitutes a weakness in the line, for

It Is faced by a hill outside the succes-

sion of ridges that have been permanently
fortified. All the forts are built on high
and commanding hills dominating a valley

that skirts the exterior of the line of

defence on the north, east,

Early In the siege the

Hons were devoted to capture or the

great ridge that bounded this valley.

Once in possession or the ridge they were

!n a position from which the forts could

be shelled by heavy guns.

bong before the Japanese, however,
were able to begin the attack upon the

main forts the Russians realised the In-

completeness or the defonce. For tie

protection or the weakness on their left

they occupied Metre Range, a ridge MM
yards west or the New Town, the higheit

point in which Is the ramous 203-metre

Hill. The occupation or this point wis
essential for another reason than merely
the protection of their flank, for It com-

manded the anchorage where lay tbe

battleships. Then fronting all except two

of the circle of forts were projecting spurs

which limited the field of fire, and
which, ir occupied by the enemy, would

give him cover and points (Tappui for

capping operations. All these point*,

then, were fortified by the Russians with

earthworks that were aimoct as for-

midable as misonry.

In endeavouring to obtain a footlns

on the defensive line the Japanese barf

to capture, first, the outlying works, and

then the permanent fort at whatever poict

they chose to attack- except In the

or Erhlungshan and Sue
protective works consisted only or re-

doubts nearly a mile distant and situate

in the valley below. For this reason and

because both or these forts directly com-

manded the harbour, as did none ot the

others owing to Intervening hills, the

Japanese selected Erhlungshan and Sung-

shoosban for their main attack.
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Clearly the Russians did not

the salient point* for defence of Port

Arthur. It was not until the guns of

the enemy were thundering In their ears

that they awoke to the true necessities of

the case. Then by Herculean labour they

partially rectified the faults In their

original plan. But the result was a

hopete«s and useless multiplication of

positions, for which Runs did not exist,

and which had to be armed with all sorts

of strange weapons, of all calibres and

ancient makes. In fact a great deal of

the fortification was practically useless
I

throughout the siege, and represented so

much wasted energy.

The forts themselves were well built

In the most orthodox fashion, and no

engineer can have much fault to And
with them. But it is impossible to refrain

from remarking upon the placing of the

Runs, which were given an absurd pro-

minence that made their position clear

to the enemy and rendered their working

unnecessarily dangerous to the gunners.

The Japanese methods of attack were

curiously, almost ridiculously,

They seem to have disdained the

of past siege warfare entirely, and re-

verted to purely primitive devices.

Scientific sapping requires a laborious

and elaborate system of parallels which

shall gradually approach a fortress, and

make each step secure. But the Japan-

ese gapped right up to the glacis of the

forta of Erhlungshan and 8ungshooshan

before constructing a parallel, with the

result that their attacking line was com-

pletely Isolated and devoid of support-

ing parallels Ih rear. This meant tnat

the handful of men in the parallel would

be killed lo a man were the enemy to

make a night sortie in force.

From the Japanese methods may be

drawn the Important deduction that the

nd that to come out

into the open and fight Is foreign to his

character. When attacked In his trenches

he can fight like a Trojan, but In counter-

attack be Is a veritable mouse. Of this

characteristic the Japanese took full ad-

vantage, with the result that they con-

quered one of the strongest—despite the

over-elaboration of the defences—fort res

ses that the world has ever seen

They would never have dared to

violate to such a degree the rules

of attack were It not for the want

of enterprise shown by the enemy,

who only responded to direct assault.

From the British, or any other European

troops, the Japanese would never have

taken Port Arthur under similar condi-

tions. And it may be granted without

stint that even as matters were, no othe-

troops In the world hut the Japane.<?

would have been successful In the pre-

sent Instance.

I'pon the debated question of Stoessel's

surrender there can only be one opinion

—

that to have prolonged the defence would

have been pure murder. Erhltingshan

and Sungshooshan in the north, and Metre

Hill In the west, completely commanded,
in front and rear, the forta on the west

flank, and It could only have been a

matter of a few days for those to be

captured, after which quadruple the gar-

rison of 25.000 men could not have with-

stood attack. Stoessel's strength lay in

the ring of forts. Once pierced, the whole

scheme of defence was ruined. That the

ring was ever broken will

eternal glory to the

That It was allowed to be broken is Illus-

trative of Russian government.

The hill-tops around Port Arthur are

terrible to witness. They bear evidence

of the power of modern explosives that

even Time cannot obliterate. Many years

hence when the siege has become a mili-

tary classic, the globe-trotter may visit

the tragic scenes at Metre Hill and the

Forts of Erhlung and Sungshoo. He will

find nothing changed, for the defence ,nJ

attack In the closing stages was carried

out in trenches and galleries cut out of

the solid rock.

With Russia banished from Eastern

waters Port Arthur loses a great deal of

its strategic value, and the Japanese will

never estimate It as highly as it* recent

occupiers did. Whatever measures the

new-comers may take for the defence of

their acquisition It Is assure-l thai these

will not be on the same scale as the Rus-

sian fortifications, nor will they be built

on the circle of hills that surround Port

Arthur at field-gun range. Any scheme

of defence adopted by the Japaue^' will

provide for the Immunity of the town and

harbour during attack from the an:l>r>

of an enemy.

So far the Japanese have done norhlac

to restore the defence except to emplace

a few howitzers at a point commanding

the railway. At present they are busy

exploding mines, eight hundred of which

have already been discovered, there being

some two hundred yet :o find. (T:i:h was

towards the end of April.) Another task

still occupying their attention is the dis-

interring and burning of tae dead.

Even now one cannot pass over the debris

of the forts without now and lOeu un-

willingly stepping on the protruding limb

of some poor body crushed among the

rocks. At every stride one encounters

little heaps of explosives that to kick

would result in annihilation Truly Port

Arthur Is terrible not only in the /.an-

gers from unexploded mines and t-hclla,

but from the frequent horror of en-

countering four months' old corpses -je-

Ing carried naked to the place of crema-

Tue&lay. July 4///.

REITTER says under date July

1st:—
" The Russian armed cruiser ' Terek.'

which has been responsible for the sin-

king of several merchant steamers re-

cently, was disarmed at Batavla on the

2Cth ultimo."

A Singapore dispatch to the Atahi

states that the armed cruiser "Terek"
arrived at Tanjong Prlok, near Batavla,

on the 29th ultimo. A supply of fresh

water was refused by the authorities on

shore, and the " Terek " not being able

to ship sufficient coal within 24 hours to

take her to Madagascar, and a grace of

12 hours being refused, the vessel Is now
Interned. The dismantling of the cruiser

was commenced on the 30th.

A Reuters dispatch, from London,

July 2, says :
—

" The Russian cruiser ' Dnieper ' has

landed the officers and crew of the ' St.

Kilda ' at Port Said."

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

FORMAL ANNOtNrKMKXT Or JAPAN'S

PLENIPOTENTIARIES.

At 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon Count

Katsura and Baron Komura proceeded to

the Imperial Palace, whereupon the Em
peror appointed Baron Komura and Mr.

Takahira, Japanese Minister at Washing-

ton, peace plenipotentiaries for Japan

to attend the Washington conference.

At the same lime Count Katsura, the

Premier, was appointed to act as Mini-

! ster for Foreign Affairs during the ab-

sence of Baron Komura.

A London telegram which reached

Tokyo yesterday, states that M. Nelldoff

has declined his appointment as peace

plenipotentiary, and Count Muravieff,

Russian Ambassador to Rome (formerly

Minister for Justice), has been appointed

In his stead.

The appointment of the Russian pleni-

potentiaries has not yet been officially

communicated to the Japanese (Jovern-

ment, and it Is for this reason that the

departure of Baron Komura. which was

to have taken place to-day by the " Cop-

tic" from Yokohama, has been postponed

All necessary arrangements will be made

In the meantime, and Baron Komura will

probably leave on the 8th Instant by the

" Minnesota."

THE THAR AND ADMIRAL
NEBOGATOFF'8 SURRENDER.

Admiral Nebogatoff and the officers on

the four Tillill which surrendered to

Admiral Togo during the recent fig'.it

are to remain In Japan as prisoners of

war. It will be remembered that Ad-

miral Nebogatoff on his arrival at Dalrl

telegraphed to the Tsar the circum-

stances of his surrender and also the per-

mission received from the Emperor of

Japan to return to Russia on parole. On
the 2nd Inst. Admiral Bexobraxoff, chief
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of the Navy Staff at St. Petersburg tele-

graphed Nebogatoff that the Tsar had

considered the report sent and disap-

proved of his application to return

home. The Admiral will therefore re-

main In Japan. The officers of the sur-

rendered vessels number 81, and yester-

day they left L'jlua by train for Fushlml,

near Kyoto, where they will be Interned,

with their attendants, numbering 75 men.

The personal effects of the officers, It la

reported, weighed over tw<rnty tons.

The Japanese papers say that Admiral

Nebogatoff and his officers were much

disappointed at not being able to return

home. This may or may not be the case.

but there Is little doubt that the reply of

the Tsar would cause disappointment and
perhaps chagrin. It seems extraordinary,

however, that the officers of the sur-

rendered vessels should wish to return

home with the knowledge that the men
with whom they had fought were still

prisoners in Japan. Reports so far ad-

mit that Nebogatoff acted properly In

Hurrenderlng (Admiral Togo says some-

thing to this effect), being greatly out-

numbered and practically without am-
munition, but If there is any credit due

the Admiral In this connection, It seems

a pity that he should lose what credit

there is by his evident willingness to

return home and leave his men prisoners

of war. There seems also to be no equity

In the proceedings. If the men are to

be kept prisoner, the officers should be

so too.

Fifty-eight prisoners of war taken In

the late naval battle, consisting of 12

officers of the « Orel.- together with pay-

masters and engineers and their ser-

vants, arrived at Osaka on Sunday after-

noon, and will be interned in th« depot

established in the Osaka Exbibitlon

grounds.

The Hiroshima branch of the Japan

Ladles
-

Association has dispatched twenty-

thousand fans to the front, for the uae

of the troops, through the society's

headquarters in Tokyo.

Thursday, July 6V//.

AREL'TER'S telegram of July 2nd.

says :
—

" It Is officially announced In Washing-

ton tlfat both the Russian and Japan-

ese Governments have notified President

Roosevelt that they have appointed peace

plenipotentiaries to meet as soon as pos-

sible after August 1st. The plenipoten-

tiaries on both sides will be entrusted

with full powers to negotiate and con-

clude a Treaty, which shall toe subject

to ratification by their respective Govcrn-

THE COMMANDER OF THE
" NAKHIMOFF."

On July .trd and 4th Reuter wired .

—

•' At Washington It Is officially stated

that Count Muravleff, the Russian Am-
bassador at Rome, and Baron Rosen, the

Ambassador at Washington, have been

chosen as Russia's plenipotentiaries, while

Baron Komura. Minister for Foreign

Affairs, and Mr. Takahlra. the Minister

at Washington, will represent Japan.

" It Is announced that M. Shltoff. the

Director of the Russian Treasury ;

Pokotiloff. the Minister at Pening ; Pro-

fessor Maartens. the well-known authority

on international law ; General Yermol-

off, Military Attache at the Russian Em-
bassy in Ixmilnn ; Captain Roussline,

ex Naval Attache, in Tokyo. and 0*bar

experts will assist Count MuravieT and

Baron Rosen at the Peace Conference at

AVa^blngton."

TBA1SE >KOM JAt'A.NtSK.

THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

It is announced that Mr. Sato, a Mini-

ster Resident without post ; Mr. Yaruayji.

Director of the Political Bureau In the

Foreigu Office : Messrs. Honda and Konl-

shl. Confidential Secretaries to the Minl-

ater for Foreign Affairs ; anJ Mr. Denl-

aon, foreign adviser, will accompany the

During the late naval battle the be-

haviour of several or the

showed that some of t

were determined not to give in to their

enemy. The " Admiral Oushakoff." for

Instance, was sunk after refusing to sur-

render, and vernacular papers speak In

very high terms of the action of the

officer in command of the " Admiral

Nakhlmoff." One writer says not a few

of the Russian officers and men acted as

models for all sailors. Captain

of the " Nakhlmoff" wa

In the determination and bravery he dis-

played. As reported in the dispatches of

Admiral Togo, the " Nakhlmoff " was

crippled during the fighting of the 27th

May, and left in a sinking condition after

the nigh; torpedo attack At daylight

on the 28th the "Nakhlmoff" was drift-

ing near Tsushima, and on the verge of

sinking. The Captain sent ashore 74 of

his crew, and ordered all the rest to leave

the ship, with the exception of his First

Lieutenant. He then disposed of all Im-

portant documents, donned his best uni-

form, and resolved to sink with his vessel.

When the JaptMM officers wl>o boarded

the " Nakhlmoff " invited Captain Do-

mionoff to leave he refused, and had to

be removed to the side of his vessel by

force. The war-ship was sinking fast,

when Captain Domlonoff remembered

that his First Lieutenant was on hoard,

and asked to be allowed to go lielow. He
went In search of the Lieutenant, but be-

fore either returned on deck the ship

sank. Both officers were afterwards found

struggling In the sea and were picked up

by a flshlng-boat. Th«y are now prison-

era of war.

SITUATION AT THE FRONT.

HEAVY FIGHTING IN MANCHURIA.

THE HISS1A.N POBITIOX.

The Imperial Headquarters la in receipt

of news regarding the situation In Norta

Korea. A dispatch says tfcat at daylight

on the 2nd Instant a body of 400 Russian

cavalry made their appearance near Moro-

mok, about six miles north of Shusyons

on the Puryong road. The Japanese

:roopB stationed near engagej the Rus-

sians and repulsed them at about 7 o'clock

that morning, tne Cossarkg suffering

heavy loss and retreating northward.

The Japanese contingent which marched

to the north with the object of inter-

cepting the retreat of the Russians was

attacking their infantry on an elevation

north-west of Honthong-gol, which is

about seven miles north of Shusyong. »t

noon on the 2nd. when the Russian

cavalry which retreated from Moromok

fell hack on that place. The Ja panes*

troops at once attacked and dispersed the

Cossacks. In this day's fight one charger.

28 lances, 66 overcoats, and quantities of

tents, engineering tools and ammunition

fell into the hands of the Japanese.

Reporting on the situation in Manchu-

ria Marshal Oyama says :
—

" At about 8 o'clock on the 1st Instant

con Russian cavalry advanced la tie

direction of the Pinnewho (II

north-east of Kanpplng on the right I

of the Llao River), but were repulwd

Shortly after D o'clock on the morning o'.

the same <iay 1,!>0<> Russian cavalry «!tt

18 guns advanced towards Snibzekao. S

miles north-west of the Pinnewho. Toe

fighting which ensued lasted till nisat.

anil at daylight on the following day t&e

enemy was repulsed. The enemy'* !»*»«

In this fighting exceed 400 In killed anJ

wounded. Our casualties are about

ninety in killed and
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In reference to the situation of the
enemy It is pointed out that the Russians
have circulated report* from time to time
that the transport capacity of the Siberian
Railway is improving, implying the In-

creasing arrival of reinforcements. As
a matter of fact, the Russian strength
does not Increase, aud It Is now esti-

mated at only 300,000 all told. Judging
from news received frt>m various sources,

the Russian main line of defence Is be-

tween Klrln and Changchun, and at those
places strong forts are constructed. Rus-
sian detachments between Pamlencheng
and Shanchengtie, about 50 miles east of
Halyuan, are only keeping In touch with
the Japanese, and are not entrenching
themselves or erecting Btrong batteries.

From this It is concluded that they are
only the outpost of the main force. The

extent of the line of fighting between

Klrln and Changchun Is not less than the

front at the battle of Mukden, but the

Russian force Is smaller than at the

time of that battle, while the Japanese

are now reinforced and are In the best

of health and spirits. Under the cir-

cumstances, if the Russians make a stand

between Klrln and Changchun with an
inferior force, It Is probable they will

meet with more complete defeat than at

Mukden.

THE PRISONERS OF WAU AT
HAMADERA.

Reports have frequently been pub-

lished of the disaffected spirit shown by

the prisoners of war at Hamadera, near

Osaka, where several thousands of Rus-

sians are now confined. Trouble has

generally arisen over the food supplied,

and on the 28th ultimo one man was shot

with a fatal result by a gendarme as the

result of a quarrel between some of the

prisoners and others who were engaged
as cooks. It appears that the prisoners

who caused the trouble wanted to cook
and endeavoured to remove the men who
were engaged In the cook-house. They
afterwards complained of the quality of

the cooking, and became riotous. The
guard intervened, when three of the ring-

leaders were arrested. As stated, during

the trouble one man was shot and killed.

The gendarme who fired the shot has

been subjected to a court-martial, and.

after an Investigation was exonerated

from blame.

depot a couple of miles away. No at-

tempt was made to penetrate the Japan-

ese lines, whether In unwisdom or out

of regard for some preconceived plan la

not apparent. Five miles west of

a village was burned, and a thousand

cavalry showed themselves In the neigh-

bourhood.

Meanwhile the Japanese were not Idle.

Sentries were placed around every village

In the region occupied by the troops, and
no Chinaman could move In or out.

Mlstchenko's emissaries. If any were left

with their heads on, were checkmated,
and It Is difficult to see how any Informa-

tion of the interior disposition of the
Japanese can have reached the Russians.

A force of Infantry, which to propitiate

the Censor I must state equivocally as

numbering as many men as three separate
Houses of Commons would contain mem-
bers, marched south-west by the Slnmln-
ting road on the 19th. The Intention was
to locate the enemy, and rend him during
the silent watches of the night This
laudable purpose was defeated by the fact
that the Russians were camped further
afield than the Japanese were prepared to
venture. Ten miles out from here the
column stopped in a village and cautiously
swaited the advent of another day. and
reinforcements.

In the morning some ten squadrons of
Russian cavalry appeared In the distance
swiftly advancing; the Japanese dis-
posed themselves about the walls and
natural cover that skirted the village. At
2,000 yards the Russians valiantly dis-

mounted and moved forward in skirmish-
Ins: order. At 1.000 yards the Japanese
opened fire and the enemy's advance waa
stayed. One half of the attackers took
cover and responded to the Ore; the other
half, finding no cover, retired to their
horses. With a fifth of their number fac-

ing them the Japanese now assumed the
offensive and threatened to envelop the
small Isolated body of the enemy. The

Satui 8th.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

At the command of the Emperor, Baron
Komura, the principal Japanese plenipo-
tentiary to attend the Waahlngton con-
ference, watted on his Majesty at t]
o'clock on Thursday morning and received
an Imperial Message from his Majesty In

regard to the forthcoming
Komura at the same Mm
with a silver vase and a table cover bear-
ing the Imperial crest

The Imperial Message, In substance, Is

as follows :

—

"The President of the United States,

with sincere regret that the campaign
between Japan and Russia still

as the second year has now
and perceiving the necessity of the

atlon of the war In the
Interests of humanity and peace, has ad-
vised the Governments of the two hostile

countries to second their representatives

and consider whether it is not possible
lo arrive at an arrangement leading to

term* of peace. We being always de-

sirous of peace, it was entirely against

Our will to wage the war upon which
We were compelled to embark. If hos-

tilities can now be stopped by agreement
on the part of the other party, nothing
can be more fortunate. We therefore,

at once accepted the advice of the Pre-

sident of the United States and have ap-

pointed you to conduct the negotiations

for peace. You are commanded to sin-

cerely discbarge your duty and to do your
utmost to attain Our object, lasting

peace."

Mr. Takahlra, Japanese Minister to

Washington, who will also represent

Japan at the conference, has received a
silver vase with the Imperial crest.

On Thursday evening Count Katsura,

the Premier, entertained at a farewell

»nd his

There were also present Mr. Stevens, the

adviser to Korea, and Colonel Tachlbana,
besides Marquis Ito and other Elder

Statesmen and Ministers of 8tate.

Baron Komura and his suite were given

a farewell audience by the Emperor on

Thursday morning and had the honour

of dining with his Majesty, an honour

which was extended to all the Ministers

of

MISTCHENKO'S DARING.

THE RAID ON COMMUNICATIONS.

DY DAVID HUSKS, COKHE8I-OMDE3T

J.U'A.MSt JJUtT.

IThe blanks in the article below are doe to

raturcs by the Censor In the maiituu-ripL]

Qexebal Nooi's Headquabters :

June 5th, 1905.

Mistohenko. throughout May, has been

based at a place called Teikaton, which

of the world place on the left bank of

the I.lao river. Teikaton, however, Is on

the right bank of the river, and may be

located by measuring some forty miles

nearly due north of . Tnus situated,

the Russian cavalry occupied an orthodox

position in front of the right flank of Its

own army and facing the left flank of the

enemy's. The country south of Mist-

chenko's camp Is Ideal for cavalry evolu-

tions. Low hills Intersperse a dead level

plain and offer many points advantageous

for observation ; fringes of wood here

and there serve to conceal movements ;

while numberless villages contain food

and forage In plenty. Contemplating
these dispensations of Providence the

Russians maintained a masterly Inac-

tivity for many weeks, phllantbroplcally

Ignoring the fact that they are able to

make rings round the Japanese cavalry,

alsted of mopping up a Held hospital, the

while avoiding a supply and ammunition
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small body retired with commendable

promptness. The Japanese thereupon

pelted the distant horses with a long-

range Are which created such annoyance

among the men holding them that they

wheeled right round and retired out of

night. Then was vouchsafed the edifying

sight of 400 long-legged, heavily accoutred,

long-booted, foul-mouthed Russian cavalry-

men trailing after their far distant

horses, ttvMr swords scraping along the

ground and mixing with their legs, the

while the little Japanese potted away in

high glee. This exemplification of the

r6le of cavalry was followed by the ap-

pearance of Japanese cavalry, which,

closely attended by the infantry, was

able to perceive tho direction taken by the

Screened by the antics of his left, Mlst-

chenko with the centre and right was

making admirable progress southward

towards some definite objective. Directly

In his course lay a bend of the Llao river
;

by swinging to the right he could clear

the river and make straight for Slnmin-

tlng, that blessed example of the Inviola-

bility of neutrality declarations. On the

bank of the river was a small depot from

which were supplied the outlying boJIes

of troops protecting the river traffic. Low

hills north of this depAt were lightly de-

fended. MlBchenko came down on these

hills like an avalanche and stopped dead

before the few opposing rifles. Ono

squadron found a gap and slipped

through, to perceive on a road In front

no fewer than 200 Chinese carts labori-

ously pursuing their monotonous way.

Here the Russian cavalry appeared to

They advanced upon

the unprotected carts spurring and shout-

ing, without any thought of dismounting.

The Chinamen wheeled and scattered like

chaff, the lumbering carts careering

across country like cobles on a choppy

sea. Rut Mlstchenko's men were not to

be denied. Forty or the carts were caught

and solemnly bnmt. During these great

doings a patrol had marched on Slnmln-

ting and found it occupied by that unit of

an army of which there are two in a

something, three somethings making one

of Mr. Rrodrlck's pet creations. Hot-foot

the patrol returned, whereupon Mistchen-

ko forgot what he came out to do, and

commenced to retire.

Throughout the three days during

which the Russians had been making this

joleran Jart on the communications, the

main body of the Japanese cavalry, away

at the front, was slowly gathering for a

spring. The direction of the spring, to

the mind of tb« uninitiated, must surely

have been straight out from the flank,

thereby cutting off the Russian retreat.

But the Japanese cavalry was too clever

to make such an obvious mancruvre. In-

stead they worked down upon their own
flank, well within touch of infantry and

batteries, until in rear of the three Houses

or Commons. Then they shot westward

like a shell out of a cannon, duly at-

tended by the infantry, and arrived Just

In time to knock np against Mlstchenko's

rearguard of two squadrons. The two

squadrons were severely defeated, accord-

ing to the official account, and then Mist-

chenko retired at his ease for some thirty

miles along the Japanese flan I

haps fifteen miles away from It

!

RU8SIAN NON-COMBATANTS
IN JAPAN.

A large number of non-combatants who
have been temporarily detained with pri-

soners of war at Hamadera, Hlmeji, Otsu.

and Matsuyama, will shortly be sent

back to Russia. The men, 252 in number,

wll leave Kobe on the 15th Inst, by the

imer " Tourane."

FORMER RUSSIAN STEAMERS
RENAMED.

The Japanese Government's increasing

fleet of merchant vessels which are suit-

able ror the purposes or armed

has been supplemented by three

vessels captured at the outbreak or hos-

tilities. These are the " Rosaia," which

has been renamed the " Saishu-maru "
;

the " Kkaterlnoslav," now the " Karasakl-

maru " ; and the " Alexander," now
" Rekisan-maru." These vessels have

been commissioned with the Kure, Yoko-

suka, and Saseho Port Admiralties.

MERCHANT VESSELS SEIZED

BY JAPAN.

The total number or foreign steamers

captured by the Japanese up to the 30th

ultimo was 54. with an aggregate tonnage

of 131,193. Divided according to tbelr

flags, they are as follows :

—

Rrltlsh "
Russian M
German 6

Norwegian 3

French 3

Austrian 2

Dutch I

til/

THE RUSSIAN RAID ON
KAIBATO.

Later particulars of the Russian raid

on Japanese fishermen of Kalbato Island

would seem to show that the

made an unprovoked attack. It

that 27 soldiers, who lert Notoro Point.

Saghallen. ror Korsakovsk to ship provi-

sions, were obliged to stop at Kaibato onac-

count or a gale. The Russian* then landed

and attempted to secure rice and nM
by rorco from the fishermen on the Is

land, but the latter resisted and fig.it ing

t-nsued, resulting In loss or llto to bolh

sides. The Russians leR. and rearing that

they might return in large force, the

fishermen abandoned the island, leaving

in about thirty boats. About a hundred

men remained on the Island to watch de-

velopments, and finding that the Russians

did not return sent word to the other*,

who then came back.

WITHDRAWAL OF SIEGE LAW
IN FORMOSA.

Imperial Ordinance No. 192 has been

issued with the approval or the Privy

Council, announcing that the Law of

Siege proclaimed over the whole Island or

(the Pescadores excepted), the

harbour limits of the Makung Navai Sta-

tion, and the coast or the Island, was

withdrawn on the 7th instant.

THE SITUATION AT THE
FRONT.

A fortnight ago it appeared as if the

belligerents were on the eve of another

great battle, hut little development has

since taken place so far of cojrse as

we are permitted to know. We can only

surmise Yesterday Marshal Oyama fur

winlcd a report which contained som"?

very unimportant news of outpost

skirmishes, but nothing whatever 1b said

of the situation.
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Tuesday, July \\th.

SAGHALIEN.

LANDING OF JAPANESE ARMY.

OFFICIAL REPORTS.

RUSSIAN ACCOUST Of THE LAXDISO.

The following dispatches from Admiral
Kiit a oka have been published by the
Naval Staff of the Imperial Head-

" 1—The squadron sent north acted
according to the plan of operations, and
a landing party succeeded In effecting a
landing at the point previously selected
for the purpose at 1 o'clock this after-
noon, the 7th Instant, unopposed. A de-

tachment of the Army also landed. The
•weather Is very line, and there is no
•wind.

" 2.—According to a report from a do-
troyer flotilla to hand at 3.45 p.m. on the
7th. the whole of the city of Korsakovsk
It on fire, and the batteries which at first

fired upon the flotilla are now silent.

Our land force reached Tsushima Mlsakl
(on Saghallen, formerly known as Enzma
Point) at 4 o'clock p.m.

"3.—The squadron sent to the north
left the base convoying a fleet of trans-

ports with troops at 9 o'clock on tho

morning of the 4th. for Saghallen. There
was a light mist from early morning,
with heavy rain at Intervals.

" On the Sth, dense fog rose at times.

Interfering with navigation, but as the

fog was never of long duration tho squad-

ron w»s able to keep perfect order.

"At 6 a.m. on the 7th the squadron
reached Its destination and anchored.

Operations for clearing mines were be-

gun, and as these progressed, the trans-

ports were taken further inshore by one
division, while another division assisted

the landing of the troops. Watch-boats
were kept at points previously selected."

A further dispatch from Admiral Kata-

miral Dewa sent a report to the follow-
ing effect :—

" At G a.m. the squadron reached the
point selected for the landing, and Im-
mediately started to clear the mines. A
division of destroyers reconnoitred the
landing point, and discovered no defence
works In the vicinity. Only men, ap-
parently coastguards, were observed, and
It was found the shore was well fitted

for the approach of boats. A mine-clear-

ing party under Commander HIrose was
much Interfered with In ita operations
by the strong current, but the work pro-

gressed rapidly, and at 8.40 a.m. the party
was within five miles of the shore. The
squadron then landed a party of men,
which occupied the place without opposi-

tion. A detachment of the Army fol-

lowed, and the landing party then re-

turned to the ships. Batteries on an
elevation south of Korsakovsk suddenly

fired upon our mine-clearing party, which
had to continue its work in the face of

the enemy s bombardment under the

protection of the gun-boat ' Akagl.' The
work, however, was accomplished, and
the squadron suffered no damage.

"Early on Saturday morning a tele-

graphic message waa received Btatlng

that the land force occupied Korsakovsk
and had hoisted the Japanese flag at

different points. I was very much con-

cerned with regard to the weather during

the mine-clearing and other operations,

but happily we were able to accomplish

our work sufficiently to enable ua to land

7th Instant, has reacheddated the

Tokyo :—

At 9 o'clock on Friday morning a
juadron appeared off Sltlpuan,

20 versts south-east of Korsakovsk. and
opened Are upon the shore. At I o'clock

In the afternoon the Japanese squadron
approached Mcrs, midway between Sltl-

puan and Korsakovsk. and bombarded
the shore from torpedo-boats. Troops
then commenced to land from 15 trans-

ports. At 3 o'clock In the afternoon 15
torpedo-boats approached Korsakovsk.
when our batteries opened fire. The
torpedo-boats bombarded the Korsakovsk
forts, but our Are compelled the Japanese
to retreat. After making the utmost re-

sistance our commander ordered the coast
defence artillery to be blown up and all

the Government buildings to be burnt
On accomplishing this work, the comman-
der with his troops retreated northwards.
During the bombardment four residents
of Korsakovsk were killed and one sailor
Is missing.

"According to a telegram from Gosln-
«un, the Japanese squadron consisted of
seven cruisers, three gun-boata, 36 torpedo-
boats, and ten traasporta,"

THE DEPARTURE OF DARON
KOMURA.

" 4.-A party under Commander Nakao
which reconnoltered Kalbato Island on

the 8th Inst, reports that everything

there U quiet."

" At 3 o'clock on Saturday I sent three

war-ships and tvo destroyers to

Tsushima Miaaki to assist the army in

occupying Korsakovsk, which was taken

by our forces without firing a single shot.

Shortly after 2 o'clock In the afternoon

on the same day, our destroyer flotilla

ventured into Chltose Bay (formerly

Rososel Bay), and when off Soromlyofko.

a Russian battery

Our

the battery.

The squadron under Admiral Dewa
covered the landing of the troops. Ad-

a severe fire.

The following dispatch from the com-

mander of the Army which was landed

reached the War Office yesterday :
—

" The Army landed on Saghalien oc-

cupied Korsakovsk early on Saturday

morning without any strong opposition

from the enemr. The Russians burnt

down the city of Korsakovsk and retreated

to the vicinity of Korolfka. about 7 miles

north, and there made a stand. They
were dispersed at 11 o'clock by a

ment, which pursued them. The
retreated In the direction of Vladimlrov-

ska, 22 miles north of Korsakovsk.

" In the fighting of this day we captured

two 12cm. cannon, two 12-pounders anJ

a quantity of ammunition. We suffered

The following report of General Shap
noff. Military Governor of Saghallen, I

Baron Komura, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, who Is designated as the plenipo-
tentiary to attend the Washington con-
ference on behalf of Japan, left Tokyo
on Saturday afternoon accompanied by
his suite, and embarked on the " Minne-
sota," which left Yokohama at 4 o'clock

for Seattle.

The departure of the mission occasioned
great public display. From early morn-
ing the city of Tokyo waa decorated with
flags In honour of t..e departing plenipo-
tentiary. The space fronting Shimbaaht
Station waa crowded with spectators

who gave a hearty reception to Baron
Komura upon his arrival there. Two
thousand persons, all more or lew
distinguished, were assembled on the de-

parture platform, among them being
Marquis Ito and other Elder Statesmen,

Count Katsura and other Ministers of

State, and the Diplomatic Corps.

After arrival at Yokohama, Baron Ko-
mura made a short stay at the Yokohama
Customs offices, and then embarked on

at 4 o'clock, when the national Klmiffayo

waa played. The plenipotentiary's pas-

sage through Yokohama waa the

•ton of a great demonstration.
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Wednesday, Jahj Y2th.

THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION
OF SAGHALIEN.

PROGRESS OP EXPEDITION.

A further dispatch from Admiral Kata-

oka. Commander-in-Chief of the squadron

at Saghallen, was published yesterday by

the Naval Staff of the Imperial Head-
quarters. I| says :—
"Admiral Togo Maaamlchl left Korsa-

kovsk on the 10th Instant with two
cruisers having troops on board and
four torpedo-boats for the purpose of

occupying Kondo-ml&akl (formerly Notoro
Point). Admiral Togo reports that

his squadron fired a few rounds of

shot as * menace, and then sent

ashore a landing party which occupied the

point and raised the Japanese flag. The
lighthouse and other buildings remained
intact and the lighthouse was re-lighted

with satisfactory results. Four Russians
were taken prisoner."

sula enclosing Anlva Bay, to be Kondo

RENAMING SAGHALIEN.

will henceforward be known
to the world as Kabafulo, the name by
which It has been known to the Japan-
ese since Its discovery. The Government
has renamed several points In the south-

ern part of the Island, the changes being

as follows :
—

Notoro Point, head of the eastern penln-

Sibetoro Point bead of the
peninsula, to be Juio SakI :

Anlva Bay to be Hlgaahl Fushlma Wan;
Enzuma Point to be Tsushima SakI

;

Rosorel Bay to be Chltose Wan.
The two points or promontories. Hondo

and Juzo, are named after Kondo Juzo.

an official of the Tokugawa Government
who during the Bunkwa era (1804-1?)

took great Interest in Saghallen when the

Island was partly occupied by the Japan-

ese. Hlgashl Fushlml Bay Is an honour
accorded his Imperial Highness Captain
Prince Hlgashl Fushlml who took part

In the destruction of the "Novlk" last

year, and the cruisers "Tsushima" and
•Chltose." which accomplished the de-

struction of the Russian cruiser, are also

remembered In the new

Thursday, July I'M.

JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF
8AGHALIEN.

FIRST VICTORY ON RUSSIAN SOIL.

In tbe official report describing the land-

ing of the Japanese troops on Saghallen It

Is staled that the Russian forces In Kor-
sakovsk retreated In the direction of
Vladimtrovka. ThlB place is an Important
village on the main road from Korsakovsk
to the north. It contains over 200 houses,

and here are situated the Russian mili-

tary hospital and stores. The two 12-c.m.

cannon and two 12-pounders which were
captured at Korsakovsk by the Japanese
were guna landed from the cruiser

"Novlk." and mounted on tbe fort. Tbe
Commander of the garrison of Korsakovsk
was a Lieutenant-Colonel. A number of

bluejackets In toe battery at Korsakovsk
are supposed to have been part of tbe

crew of tbe " Novlk."

A Russian official report on tbe landing

of the Japanese was published at Shang-
hai on the 11th Instant. It Is to the effect

that on the ?th Instant a Japanese squa-

dron, consisting of 14 large war ships, 26
torpedo-boats, and 10 transports, arrived

In Anlva Bay, and troops commenced
landing at a point IS versts south-cast of

Korsakovsk. At 3 o'clock In the after-

noon 15 Japanese torpedo-boats ap-

proached Korsakovsk and started bom-
barding the city, but the battery on the

shore, using the guns landed troni the
" Novlk," silenced the torpedo-boats. Tbe
Russian casualties In the action were five

killed and one man missing. Ammuni-
tion having been all used up, the Rus-

sians retreated to Sorowlyovka, ten versts

north of Korsakovsk, after blowing
up the guns, burning the Government
buildings, and all property aflo.it In tbe

harbour. On the 8th Instant, tbe Japan-
ese torpedo-boata

bombarded Sorowlyovka. when the Rus-
sians retreated further northward Tbe
place was then occupied by Japanese

cavalry. The strength of the Japanrc"
force is reported to be 12,000 men,— In-

fantry, cavalry, and artillery.

On Monday Marshal Marquis Tamagata,
Chief of the General Army Staff, tele-

graphed the Commander of the forces

which have landed on Saghallen con-

gratulating him on the success of tht

expedition. The telegram was to the

effect that by prompt action the Army
had occupied Korsakovsk and obtained a

victory In tbe first action on Rnsslan
territory, a fact upon which they were to

be specially congratulated.

General Teranchl. Minister for War,

THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

CHIXA AKD Tiff. COHKHUS.NIL

A Washington dispatch to the A$ohl
states that tbe Russian Government Is In-

clined to support the demand of the

Chinese Government to participate In the

coming peace conference, but tbe Japan-

ese Government Is strongly opposed to

this and Insists that Japan must negotiate

terms alone and return Manchuria Id

China without the assistance of China.

The following statement was published

In the Russian Foreign Office Gazette on
the 14th ult

. being an official summary
of the communications bet wren lac

Washington and St. Petersburg Govern-
ments regarding proposed peace negotia-

tions :

—

"The President of the United States

Instructed bis Ambassador to the Im-
perial Court to request a private audience
in order to convey directly to the Em-

of the unfailing friend-

ship the United States entertains for

Russia and to express President Roose-

velt's personal desire to contribute as

much as possible, In the Interest of the

whole world, towards the cessation of

hostilities in the Far East. The Am-

bassador was instructed to add that tbe

President was making simultaneous over-

tures to the Japanese Government. The

to receive the

on June 7th, and

gave benevolent attention to President

Roosevelt's Initiative, which had more-

over met an entirely sympathetic recep-

tion on the part of tbe friendly Powers.

Russia being convinced that Japan

was equally disposed to accept President

Roosevelt's proposal, which was trans-

mitted through the intermediary of :h«

representatives of the Republic at St

Petersburg and Tokyo to the Imperial as

celved favourably the official

tlon from the Ambaasadoi

tlon to this effect was published Is

Washington.
" In reply to this communication, the

Foreign Minister, acting under the Em-

peror's orders. Informed the American

Ambassador, In a Note dated June Uth,

that the Emperor, deeply sensible to the

its expressed by the President,

to see therein a fresh mark

of traditional friendship uniting Russia

and America and further proof that Presi-

dent Roosevelt was in complete accord

with the views the Emperor held on a

general settlement so essential to the

good progress of the whole of mankind.

As for an eventual meeting of Rusilan

and Japanese plenipotentiaries charged

with ascertaining how far It would b«

possible for the two Powers to elaborate

conditions of peace, the Imperial Govern-

ment would have no objection In prin-

ciple to such an attempt If the Japanese

Government expressed a desire therefor."
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Friday, July 14th.

THE SINKING OF THE
" IKHONA."

rt'IX STORY OF THE RUSSIA* OrTHAOC

By the receipt of papers from the South
we have a full account of the sinking of

the "Ikhona" by the Russian cruiser.

It appears that when the Dutch steamer
" Perlak " arrived at Singapore from
Tamsul, Formosa, Captain Stcge reported

that on Monday. June 19th, at one o'clock

In the afternoon a large cruiser flying

the Russian Imperial flag was seen ap-

proaching the " Perlak " with the evident

intention of stopping her. Those on the

steamer crowded on deck to see what
the war-ship wanted. She came up at a

rapid speed and. sweeping round under

the " Perlak's " stern, signalled her to

stop. Captain Stege at once stopped his

ship and the Russian signalled that she

would send a boat to communicate. An
armed cutter then put off from the war-

ship and a Russian lieutenant came
aboard. In a few curt sentences this offi-

cer stated that his vessel, which was the

Russian Imperial cruiser " Terek," had

sunk the British India steamer " Ikhona "

on June 5th because she carried contra-

band of war. The officers and crew of the
" Ikhona " were on board the cruiser anJ

the Russians intended transferring them

to the " Perlak."

Captain Stege expressed his willingness

to take off the men. and the officer said

he would return to his ship and report

to his superior. After a short delay

a couple of boats put off from the cruiser

and brought over to the steamer Captain

Stone, his officers, and the native crew

of the " Ikhona." The Russian then bore

south-eastward, apparently making for

Manila.

The crew were duly taken on to Singa-

pore, where Captain Stone, speaking to

a representative of the Singapore Free
\

Prest. said that whilst proceeding from !

Rangoon to Yokohama with a cargo of

rice and wheat, and whilst about three

days' steam from the latter port, he

sighted at dawn on June 5th a cruiser

flying the Russian flag. The ship hoisted

a signal and fired a blank shot to bring

the " Ikhona " to. Captain Stone stopped

his vessel an.) the Russian then ap-

proached within a few cables' length and
sent away an armed cutter in command
of Lieutenant Blatsky, who boarded the
" Ikhona " and demanded to see the ship's

papers. On these being shown to htm,

remarking that the cargo was rice, he

asked for the hatches to be removed,

that he might see If this were so. This

was done, and the officer said " As you

have a rice cargo on board, your ship will

have to be destroyed." Captain Stone

then at the officer's request returned with

him to the ship, which proved to be the
" Terek," a converted cruiser.

He had a long Interview with the Cap-
!

tain of the cruiser, protesting against

the measures proposed to be taken

against his ship. This protest had no

effect, and the Captain was sent back to

bis ship, and told to tell his officers and

crew to get their effects on deck and

prepare to leave the ship. This, and the

removal of a large quantity of the
" Ikhona's " provisions to the Russian,

took till nearly three In the afternoon,

when preparations for destroying the

shtp were made by the Russians, after the

four bags of malls carried by the
" Ikhona " had been taken off.

A number of dynamite cartridges were

placed In the engine-room and connected

with an electric wire carried on deck

and over the side to the last Russian

boat, which pulled away at five o'clock.

When about a thousand feet distant from

the doomed ship, tie connection was es-

tablished and the charge exploded. The

effect was to wreck the ship amidships,

but not sufficiently to sink her.

The Russians then pulled aboard the

" Terek." and from five o'clock to dusk

they bombarded the " Ikhona " with their

flfty-mllllmetre guns at about a thousand

yards. The shooting proved to be very

poor, however, and at dusk when " cease

lire " was sounded the " Ikhona " was

still afloat. It was proposed to continue

the work of destruction next morning,

but by eleven o'clock the same night It

became apparent the vessel was settling,

and at a quarter before midnight she sank

by the head, the British ensign at the stern

being the last of the ship to be seen.

Next morning the " Terek," which had

been hove to, got up steam and proceed-

ed south-east In the direction of Manila.

A formal meeting was held at which Cap-

tain 8tone was present, and the Russian

Commander handed him receipts for all

the papers taken by him. together with

a written statement, giving the reasons

for the action taken by the "Terek."

Captain Stone and his officers were

then Informed that they would receive

the same treatment as the Russian of-

ficers, and were given full liberty on the

ship. At the same time his crew were

berthed with the Russian firemen and

placed under observation. In all. the

number removed from the "Ikhona."

which was a vessel of 3.383 tons net, was

84. the full crew. The four mall bags

were opened and the Russians removed

a certain number of letters and closed

die bags and sealed them.

RUSSIAN NON-COMBATANTS.

Seven Russian non-combatants hive

been released from among the prisoners

at Kanazawa, and are to be sent on to

Kobe to-day. At thU port they will be

taken charge of by the French CoubuI

and will leave by the next French mall.

Saturday, July lofA.

TOROM Tokyo It Is stated that the For-

elgn Office has received an official dis-

patch stating that M. Witte has been

appointed peace plenipotentiary In place

of Count Muravleff, who has resigned the

office on account of HI health.

M. Wltte will embark at Cherbourg on
the 27th Instant, and Is expected to arrive

in New York on the 1st

NEWS FROM THE FRONT.

Some meagre news Is received from the

front. The Russians are now fortifying a

strong position thirty-five miles south of

Changchun, and It is estimated that two
Army Corps, troops

occupy this position.

THE OCCUPATION OF
8AGHALIEN.

rfRTHEB FARTirrt.ABS.

A Japanese who apparently witnessed

the landing of the troops on Saghalien a

few days ago has arrived at Aomorl and
gives the following account of events to

a correspondent of the Atahi :
—

The expedition arrived at its destina-
tion at daybreak on the 7th Inst., and the
safety of the approach to the shore
having been ascertained, landing parties
were sent from several war-ships after a
few shots bad been fired to menace any
armed guard on shore, though none could
be seen. A village was occupied without
opposition, and It being ascertained that

there were no fortifications in the neigh-

bourhood, a «iuadion approached Enzuma
Point, near Korsakovsk, and nred on the

shore. Near this place a cruiser was ob-

served stranded and half submerged, prob-

ably the "Novlk." A few minutes after

the squadron arrived, a battery near
Korsakovsk opened Are, and Bring wa*
exchanged for an hour. At length the

Russians destroyed their fort, and sctMn*
fire to the pier and barracks retreated,

their last act being to blow up the maga-
zine near the fort. It was afterward.*

found that the fort was very roughly con-

structed, but It was mounted with several

heavy guns supposed to have been landed

from the " Novlk." The squadron was
now enabled to approach close Inshore,

and the troops were landed under lb" best

conditions In five hours. From the sum-
mit of an eminence near the ple-e of

landing an excellent view of the city of
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Korsakovsk could be obtained, and it was
seen that the garrison, Instead of de-

fending the city, were firing It and
abandoning the place. Vpon observing

this the Japanese troops cheered lOHdly.

The garrison of Korsakovsk consisted

of about 3,000 men, including Infantry

and artillery, engineers and volunteers.

The population of the town Is estimated

at 10,000. The Russians fired the place
at several points, and a strong wind soon
completed the work of destruction.

Among the buildings burned was the
Japanese Consulate or Consular Agency.
The Inhabitants of Korsakovsk are al-

ready returning to the ruined town,
having ascertained that the Japanese will

protect them.

Other places in Saghalien have been re-

named by the Japanese. Cape Patience
and Patience Bay are now Kataoka-mlsakl
and Shlchlro-wan in honour of Admiral
Kataoka. the commander of the expedi-
tion. Moneron Island Is now Kaibato-
jlma ; Dangerous Rock. Nijoiwa ; Sivcht
Rock, Azarashlwa ; and Robben Island,
Azarashijima.

Sunday, July With.

SITUATION AT THE FRONT.

THE JAPANESE IN SAGHALIEN.

A PROCLAMATION.

The following dispatch from the army

•which recently landed in Saghalien was

published yesterday by the Imperial Head-

quarters :
—

" On the 10th inst. the forces which

advanced in pursuit of the enemy drove

them from their positions near

Vladimirovka and BriBlni (2Vi miles

west* and occupied those places. The

main force of the enemy retreated to a

place 5 miles west of Vladimirovka, and

made a stubborn stand on a fortified posi-

tion in the dense forest. They fought

with field and machine guns. Our forces

opened a very severe attack on the 11th

Instant, and carried the position at day-

light on the 12th. The enemy retreated

In disorder in the direction of Maoka.

Their casualties are unknown, but are

estimated to be not less than 160 officers

and men killed and wounded."

The Commander of the Japanese army

landed in Saghalien has issued a general

proclamation to the Inhabitants of the

Island. The proclamation Is to the effect

that the object of the Japanese army In

landing Is to attack the Russian troops.

Unarmed Inhabitants will in no way be

molested ; their lives and property will

be fully protected ; and their freedom of

conscience will In no way be interfered

with. Any person, however, who may
act prejudicially to the operations of the

Japanese army will he severely punished,

and no leniency shown.

According to vernacular contemporaries,

a Krandson of Kondo Juzo, after whom
two promontories in Sanhallen have just

been named, is a member of the expedi-

tion sent to occupy Saghalien. The
grandson, whose name is Kondo Ezobiko,

belongs to the artillery.

Reuter sends the following dispatch of

Ocneral Llnevltch. dated July 10th :—
According to a report reaching me. our

garrison at Korsakovsk, their ammuni-
tion having become exhausted, abandoned
their position. The Japanese squadron
bombarded Korsakovsk, and our garrison
blew up the coast defence guns, and. hav-
ing burnt up all war munitions, retreated.

Our troops holding the fortified position

in the vicinity of Torolevka were at-

tacked by the Japanese torpedo-boats and
retreated northwards."

General Llnevltch, reporting on the

10th Inst., says that two companies of

Japanese Infantry threatened the Russian

outpost at Siaoto In the direction of

Hailungcheng and drove the latter back,

but the Russians being reinforced a

counter-attack was made and the Japan-

ese were repulsed.

THE SEIZURE OF THE
" QUANGNAM."

The crew of the French steamer
" Quangnam." which was recently seized

by the Japanese near Formosa and is now
detained at Saseho. have been released and

arrived at Nagasaki on the 14th instant

The crew consists of six Frenchmen and

31 Chinese.

A REFUGEE FROM SAGHALIEN.

On the 12th Instant a foreigner sup-

posed to be an escaped Russian prisoner

was arrested in Kyoto. Examination

showed that the man was of Tartar ex-

traction, and that he had been employed

as a carpenter in Saghalien. He explained

that he had escaped from the Island to

avoid the danger of war. The man was

handed over to the French Consul at

Kobe on Friday. When and bow be

reached Japan, and Kyoto particularly. Is

not explained.

NON-COMBATANTS RELEASED.

On the 13th Instant 88 non-combatant;

among the Russian prisoners Interned at

Narashlno, In Chlba prefecture, left for

Kobe. They will leave for Russia by the

French mall.

Tuesday. July 18///.

THK OCCUPATION OF
SAGHALIEN.

ItETERMlNMJ SlSSIAS RESISTANCE.

The following summary of the Japan-

ese operations in Saghalien was pub-

lished on Sunday by the Imperial Head-

quarters :

—

"The army dispatched to Saghalien

commenced landing at noon on the 7th

Instant In the vicinity of Merea. The
Infantry and cavalry marched at once to

an elevation north of the village of Saw-

Inapatl, occupied the place, and a party

of patrol officers continued the march to

the southern approach to the city of Kor-

sakovsk. which was reached the same
night. The city was on fire, which was
started about 2 o'clock in the after-

noon.

" Early on the morning of the 8th our

army occupied the city without encounter-

ing strong opposition from the enemy,

who retreated In the direction of Toro-

lyovka. He made a stand in the vicinity

of this village. Our troops succeeded In

driving the Russians from their position

at 11 a.m.. and they retreated In the

direction of Vladimirovka, their base of

operations.

"On the 9th our patrols marched in

pursuit of the enemy and entered Litwe-

chana.

" A body of Infantry left Korsakovsk la

a war-Bhlp for the purpose of occupying

Notoro Point.

" On the 10th the army advance!

northwards, driving the enemy on the

way, and by evening the Russians, who

were taking a position In the vicinity of

Vladimirovka and Brijlne, were driven

away, and these places were occupied by

us.

"On the 11th our army pressed the

enemy In the vicinity of Aallne, and at

, 2 p.m. attacked his main position In the

j forest west of this village. The enemy
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• most stubborn resistance.

At daylight of the 12th the attack was
renewed with Increased vigour, and at

last the enemy waa driven from the posi-

tion. The Russians retreated In disorder

In the direction of Mauka. and we com-
pleted the occupation of Southern Kaba-
futo.

" In this action Naval Lieutenant
Maxim and about eighty men were taken
prisoner, together with four field-pieces,

a machine gun, and a quantity of am-
munition. A number of store-houses
were captured. The Russian casualties
are estimated at not less than 150 officers

and men in killed and wounded. Our
casualties were about 70

killed and wounded."

THE CONFISCATION OF THE
" INDUSTRIE."

The Osaka ifainichi publishes the deci-
sion of the Saaeho Prize Court In the case
of the German steamer "Industrie,"
which was recently captured by a Japan-
ese war-ship off Korea. The owner of
the steamer Is stated to be Mr. Bloch, a
German resident at Tslngtao. The fol-

lowing Is the Court's decision :—
" The steamer ' Industrie ' Is confiscated.

"The steamship 'Industrie' was
owned by the petitioner and registered at
the port of Hamburg, Germany. She was
engaged In the salvage and towing busi-

ness under the German flag. On February
8th. 1905, R. R. McDermld, an American
citizen and the proprietor of the Daily
Xeics, a paper published at Chefoo. China,
chartered the steamer at Shanghai from
the petitioner for use as a dispatch-

boat, for a term of three months, at the

rate of 1,500 Shanghai taels per month
;

and Adolph Bannier, German subject,

Joined the steamer as a war correspon-

dent at a monthly salary of $400.

"On the 19th February last the

steamer. In charge of Bannier, left

Shanghai for the purpose of watching
the movements of the Japanese fleet and
communicating the result to the Russian

authorities throuch the said McDermld.
The steamer reached a point 40 miles

south-west of Tsushima on the 3rd March
last. She returned to Shanghai on the

l?.th of the same month, and again left

on the 15th. calling at North Shoan
Island. Korea, on the 23rd. Sbe cruised

In the neighbourhood of Quelpart and
Anderson Islands and the waters there-

ahouts until the 27th. At daylight of the

27th the ' Industrie ' proceeded to the

vicinity of Katoku Island, and found
Japanese war-ships assembled five miles

«ast of the Island. After taking observa-
tion of the t; pe« and names of the war-
ships, the ' Industrie 1 was proceeding to

Fiwan for the purpose of telegraphing
the particulars of the discovery to Mc-

by the Japanese cruiser ' Kasuga ' two
miles south of the same Island at 3 p.m.

on the same day. She waB seized on sus-

picion of scouting the movements of the

Japanese fleet and communicating the
result to the enemy.
" The attorney of the petitioner main-

tained that (1) the allegation that the
Daily yrurs was subsidised by the Rus-
sian Government was groundless, and he
repudiated It. (2) Bannter was a
temporary employe of McDermld and was
a war correspondent, his duty being to

Impartially observe the movements of the
Japanese as well as the Russian fleet.

He was not acting as a spy In the in-

terests of Russia, nor was he scouting
the movements of the Japanese fleet In

the interests of Russia. (3) The peti-

tioner, owner of the steamer, did not
hire out his steamer as a scouting vessel
for Russia. In particular, the allegation
of the Prosecutor that a contract was
signed between the owner of the steamer
and General Desslno for the transfer of
the steamer was quite baseless. (4) The
profession of a newspaper correspondent
was a business of public Interest, and his
action In reporting the operations of the
campalsn was not a violation of neutral
obligations. (6) The steamer of a neutral
country ought not to be confiscated, except
where such a vessel Is engaged In the
transport of contraband of war or run-
ning a blockade. Where a newspap#r dis-

pateh-boat Is to be confiscated on the
charge of having acted In the Interests
of the enemy the charge must be proved
by undeniable evidence, but the charge
against the steamer In this case Is not
supported by such evidence. The steamer
being an Innocent vessel of a neutral
country, should be released.

" The view of the Prosecutor, In

substance. Is that the steamer In
this case was apparently a

dispatch-boat, but In reality she
charged with the duty of scouting the
movements of tat Japanese flee' and
reporting to the Russian authorltl-s ac-

cording to a secret contract between ttai

Russians and McDermld. The steamer
was. therefore, liable to be confiscated.

" It Is generally admitted from tho

standpoint of international law that the

subject of a neutral country, who en-

deavours to ascertain the military iffalrs

or secrets of one of the belllgerentB *-nd

communicates the result . to the other

belligerent. Is acting In violation of

neutral obligations, and a vessel employed
for such service Is liable to be confi3cat°d.

The attorney of the petitioner maintained
that the steamer In this case was a -list-

patch bnat engager! by the Doily .Yews of

Chefoo, and that the Journal was not

subsidised by the Russian authorities, as

alleged. The correspondent of the

Journal, in the execution of hi* duty, was
to impartially observe the movements of

both the Japanese and Russian fleets

This contention, however, cannot be

accepted. It Is an Indisputable fact that

the Journal In question !« a small paper,

that It waa started simultaneously with

the outbreak of the present war. that It*

financial position will not permit of It

fitting out a dispatch-boat without out-

side financial assistance, and that it has

always been defending Russia and wll-

fully publishing news disadvantageous

to Japan. The minutes of the third ex-

amination of Bannier contains the fol-

lowing passage :—In answer to a question

of a Councillor of the Prize Court, ' Do
you believe that the Daily .Wict Is a Rus-

sian mouthpiece ?
' Bannier stated,

'Until now I did not know It. The
paper may be subsidised by the Russnr.

Government. It Is a small paper, *s

pointed out by you. I cannot say that It

Is not receiving a subsidy from Russia.'

In reply to a further question, Bannier
stated, ' I think news sent by me would

have been communicated to the Russ'm
Consul at Shanghai or Chefoo, and from

the Consul to the Russian Government.

But when I left Shanghai I did not know
that such an arrangement was made, and

I Intended to report not only on the dis-

position of the Japanese fleet, but on ihe

Russian vessels also. In consequence

news sent by me. I think, would naturally

benefit Russia.' A similar statement was

also made by Uddln, master of the

steamer. There was at that time no sign

of a single Russian war-ship In those

"Judging from the facts mentioned, it

Is only Just to conclude that the

Russian Government paid a subsidy

to the Daily Xcirs of Chefoo. a

neutral paper, and chartered the

steamer for the purpose of scouting the

movements of the Japanese fleet, under

the pretence that the steamer was b<-lnc

used as a newspaper dispatch-boat. The

petitioner muBt have been aware of thu

fact. The Court Is convinced that tU
steamer in this case was under a MM*

mission to scout the movements of the

Japanese fleet In the Interests of Rusvn,

and to communicate the result to th-

Russian Government. The steamer it

therefore, ordered to be confiscated.

" The Court finds It unnecessary to gl- e

any explanation In regard to minor points

raised by the petitioner."

THE CRUISER " IZUMRUD '

condition or thk vessel.

The following bulletin regartiing flM

Russian cruiser " Izumrud " was IrH
on Sunday by the Naval Staff of the Im-

perial Headquarters :—
•' Arcording to a report from Admlr.ii

Yamada. In command of a division of t'.ie

squadron sent to northern waters. Ihe

Ru*«!an cruiser ' Izumrtid " Is stranded

to the north of Orekoba Point at

entrance to the south bay of St. Vladimir.

The cruiser has a list of about 20 degre s

to starboard, with her head South-west

by West. Her masts are all broken down.

Forward the vessel Is In an ordinary con-

dition, but at the stern she has heca

blown up and everything above the water-

line Is carried away. Of her armament,
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are left on board, but they are now
covered with rust. All the vessel's Im-

portant fittings have been taken away.

Bud nothing that ran be easily removed

remains on board. The damage and con-

dition of the war-ship are so serious that

we atv of opinion It would be Impossible

to raise her and make her fit for service

analr.."

REPORT FROM GENERAL
LINEVITCH.

Renter aenda to Tokyo the following

dispatch of General Llnevltch, dated July

11th :
—

" On the 4th instant the Japanese on

a hill on the left bank of the Paerlho, in

the direction of Hallungcheng. fired upon
our position on the river. The Japanese,

however, retreated before our artillery

wag brought to bear upon them. Despite

I the bad roads, our troops pursued the

Japanese as far as the road continued

|

along the river and at the end our troop*

turned and retreated northwards keeping

I up the artillery fire."

Wednesday, July lDM.

RUSSIANS IN KOREA.

F1RINO O.N A JAPANESE SQUADRON,

The following bulletin was issued

yesterday by the authorities in Tokyo :—
Admiral Kamimura, whose squadron

bas been actively patrolling the north

Korean waters, reports than on the 17th

Instant a destroyer flotilla belonging to

his squadron was fired upon by about
200 Ruaslan cavalry and infantry on the

shore In Ung-Keul Bay off Ung-Keul-pho.
about ten miles south of the Tumen. The
destroyers responded and silenced the
enemy. Russian soldiers were seen on
the shore In the neighbourhood, and the

destroyers fired at them.

A few Russian cavalry were seen walk-

ing on the highway at So-Chyong. At
the sight or our destroyers, which at

once made towards the shore, the Rus-

sians retreated. The dispatch-boat
" Chihaya " fired upon the signal station

of the enemy on an elevation north of

Keka Point at the west end of Nejln-poo,

near NaJIn Bay or Kolmilof Gulf.

Thursday, July 20f7/.

SAGHALIEN.

A Russian report published at Shanghai

states that a Japanese force consisting of

infantry, cavalry, and artillery occupied

the tents of the natives at Papowi, ten

verstg north of Vladimlrovka. A con-

tingent of the Japanese marched to

Dallneye and engaged the Russians there.

A London telegram to the A$ahi dated

July 17th Is to the effect that the Russians

cast blame on Japan for making the at-

tack on Saghalien. and declare that

Japan's action, after agreeing to the

peace conference and deciding upon her

representatives, tends to lessen the pro-

spects of the successful conclusion of

peace.

In England these complaints are re-

garded as unwarranted.

FINAL EXPLOIT OF THE
« TEREK."

SINKING OF

MARIE."

Captain Ingemann, with the officers

and crew of the Danish Bast Asiatic

Company's steamer " Prinscsse Marie."

which was sunk by the Russian cruiser

• Terek " on June 22nd In the China Sea,

arrived at Singapore by the French mail

steamer " La Seyne." A representative of

the KinQapare Free Press obtained an

Interesting story from the Captain.

To begin with. Captain Ingemann said

that the " Prinsesse Marie " left Singa-

pore on Jane 17th for Yokohama and

Kobe with a cargo of provisions and

manufactured iron from Copenhagen and

Antwerp. The voyage was uneventful

until the afternoon of the 22nd. when a

large steamer was sighted bearing down
on the " Prinsesse Marie " from the east-

ward. As the stranger drew near she

hoisted the Russian colours and fired a

shot across the merchantman's hows as

a signal for her to heave-to. The war-

ship, for such the vessel proved to be.

swept up to within a very short distance

of the " Prinsesse Marie " and one of the

ship's officers who understands Russian

read the name "Terek" on her bows.

This, according to the Russian statement,

was in 13.57 N. lat. and 113.15 R long.

The cruiser signalled that she was send-

ing a boat, and soon an armed cutter

put off from her and pulled to the
" Prinsesse Marie." Two officers came
aboard and demanded the ship's papers,

which Captain Ingemann at once produced,

as well as a certificate from the Danish
and Japanese Consuls at Antwerp an.1

the Dutch Stadt. certifying that the

steamer carried no contraband. These
the Russian officers looked through and
then ordered the hatches to be removed,

so that they might verify the manifest for

tbemcelvei. This was r once done, and
after they had examined the holds the

officers held a long conversation together.

The chief officer of the " Prinsesse Marie "

overheard part of this consultation, and
heard the Russians express the opinion

that the cargo was non-seizable. Finally

they asked Captain Ingemann to accom-

pany them on board their vessel, as they

wished to lay the matter before their com-

mander. On arrival on the " Terek " a

hasty Court of Inquiry was convened in

the Court

commander of the cruiser and all bis

officers. The "Prinsesse Marie's" paperi

were examined and Captain Ingemann,

who was present, was questioned closely

on minor details.

Then the Russian officers held a long

argument as to whether the " Fringes**

Marie's" cargo was contraband or not

The Russian commander and the majo-

rity of his officers appeared to be of

opinion that the ship's cargo did not

make her liable to seizure, but on this

opinion being expressed a boyish-look I n$

lieutenant who had taken a

part In the discussion lost bis

and thumping his fist on the table de-

clared that the ship should not be re-

leased. Finally he became so enraged

that he shook his fist In his commander's

face and declared In an Insulting msnner

that If the *' Prinsesse Marie " wa* re-

leased he would bring the matter befor*

the Russian Government and have tie

commander punished.

On this the Russian commander, *M
was an old man, said he would Inquire

Into the matter again. During the fresh

inquiry the young lieutenant, whose name

Captain Ingemann afterwards learned

was Andrews, was moat persistent that

the vessel should not be released,

a heated argument he brought the

rlty of hig brother officers round to bis

views by saying that even If the cargo

was not contraband and Russia aid ta

pay a large sum In compensation. till

was better then allowing such a rains'1 !*

cargo to fall Into Japanese hand*.

The Russian officers then apjwsred re-

luctant to sink the steamer and discussed

the feasibility of putting a prixs crew on
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board her and navigating ber to the Bal-

tic. This the commander would not hear
of. saying he could not allow hla ship's

crew to be so greatly weakened a* the

sending away of a prize crew would neces-

sitate. The "Prlnsesse Marie
•topped at 5 o'clock In the

Captain Ingemann had been taken to the

"Terek" at 6 o'clock when the inquiry

opened, but it was 10 p.m. before the de-

cision was come to that the steamer was
to be sunk. Captain Ingemann protested

against this, but without avail. He there-

fore asked the Court to give him a signed

of the action they Intended to

with regard to his vessel. This the

Russians readily Jid, and then showed
the Captain a berth where he could turn

In till morning.

Captain Ingemann was awakened at

daybreak the next day, 22nd. and both

Ships which bad been cruising slowly
eastward were again hove-to. The Rus-
sians then lowered all their boats and
with Captain Ingemann in the first went
aboard the " Prlnsesse Marie." In all

nearly one hundred Russians boarded
the ship. Captain Ingemann was told to

tell his crew to prepare to go on board the

cruiser. Whilst the Danes were getting

their sea chests on deck the Russians
spread themselves over the ship and began
to loot her. They went into the ssloons

to Just what he fancied, and what they

did not want they wantonly destroyed.

They broached a case of beer, of which
there was plenty in the ship's holds, and

of It In such quantities that a

soon got quite drunk. When one

shed another was got out of

the hold and opened without any remon-
strance from the Russian officers. The
worst inebriated men appeared to take

a fiendish delight In smashing everything

they saw. In the saloon they broke all

the crockery and even tore up the

matting in shreds, whilst the

they wrecked entirely, smashing
the mirrors and other toilet gear to atoms.

Captain Ingemann was cut to the heart

to see bis beautiful new ship wrecked

by a party of madmen. In the engine-

room the Danish engineers had a similar

The

selves to alt the moveable fittings of the

engines and then smashed at them with
hammers.

Meanwhile tbe more sober part of the

crew got the " Prlnsesse Marie's " steam
winches going and slung all the provi-

sions and liquor they could get easy ac-

cess to Into their boats and those of the
" Prlnsesse Marie," which they had low-

ered, for transference to the " Terek."

They removed a large quantity of beer,

wines, and tinned provisions, also a num-
ber of bags of sugar. At 2 p.m. they
knocked off their work of plunder, and
preparations were made to alnk the " Prln-

sesse Marie." Captain Ingemann and
his crew were taken to the " Terek " and
all the Russians with the exception of one
boat's crew left the doomed steamer. To
these the final act of destruction had
been left. Apparently undeslrous of ex-

pending ammunition in sinking the

steamer, the Russians placed two mines

aboard her—one under the boilers and
the other In No. 1 hold in such a position

that It would blow a hole In the steamer's

side and at the same time destroy the

water-tight bulkhead.

Wlrea connecting with the charges were
then brought up on deck and over the

side Into the boat, which pulled away
from tbe ship. When about one hundred

yards away the connection was made and
two muffled explosions came from the
" Prlnsesse Marie." She shook from item
to stem but no visible damage could be

seen. Despite this, however, the vessel

had received vital Injuries, aa could bo

seen from the rapid manner In which she

began to settle down. The water appeared

to be pouring Into her from the holes

made by the dynamite, and from her sea-

cocks which the Russians, to

fectly sure of sinking her. had

before they took their departure. Rapidly

the ship got deeper and deeper in the

water, and eighteen minutes after the ex-

plosion of the mines she went down by

the head.

On board the " Terek " the officers and
crew of the " Prlnsesse Marie " were
kindly treated, the officers sharing the

accommodation of the Russian officers.

For tbe first four or Ave days they were

not told where they were being taken or

what was going to be done with them,

but from the stars Captain Ingemann was

'Terek" was beingable to tell that the

steered southwards.

The conduct of the lieutenant to bis
commander had astonished the Danes, but
they met with far greater surprises in
tbe matter of Russian discipline. Tbe
Russians drank all day, and many a
night were all so much the worse for
liquor that the ship was left solely In the
command of a petty officer and no proper
look-out kept. On ono occasion two of-

ficers who were the worse for liquor In-

dulged In a "scrapping" match and had
to be separated by their crew, the stolid
Danes looking on aghast
Owing to the length of time they had

been at sea scurvy had broken out on the
"Terek." and although she carried a crew
of three hundred, half of them were
victims of this disease. Owing to this

no attempt was made to clean the In-

terior of the ship, whilst outside she
looked like a tramp collier which had
not been Inside a dock for years. On the
29th the " Terek " arrived at Batavla. and
on the Dutch Port Officer

the crew of the " Prlnsesse Marie

'

rer. The Dutch authorities

kind to them and at once put them
In communication with their Consul, who
wired to Singapore, with the result that
arrangements were made for them to
proceed to Singapore by the " La Seyne."
When told that the " Terek " had been

Interned at Batavla the officers of the
" Prlnsesse Marie " said this was pro-
bably because they could not get any coal.

Although the Russians obtained permis-
sion to take In 1.000 odd tons of coal, the
coal coolies, after working for a few
hours at coaling the vessel. . refused to
work for some reason or other. It is
thought because they were Ill-treated.

From the " La Seyne " the crew of the
*' Prlnsesse Marie " went on board tbe
East Asiatic Company's st

bound for Copenhagen.

VLADIVOSTOK.

A Russian official

dated the ICth Instant Is published at
to tbe effect that on the Hth

torpedo-boats entered
America Bay and a few other Japanese
war-ships entered Olga
Vladivostok.

Friday, July 21st.

AREUTER'S message of July UtL
states :

—
"Replying to China's notification that

tbe will refuse to recognise any arrange-

ments made at the peace conference con-

cerning ber own interests unless con-

sulted, the Russian Government says that

the war Is between Russia and Japan
»nil peace will be negotiated between Rus-
sian and Japanese plenipotentiaries.

Nevertheless Russia, who Is in relations

of friendship with China, recognises that

the latter Is Interested in certain ques-
tions which will bo discussed."

SAGHALIEN.

An aide-de-camp to the commander uf
the Japanese army which landed at

Saghallen, who arrived at Aomorl, has
given the following particulars to the
Aomorl correspondent of tbe Atahi :

—

of Korsakovak was a Lieutenant-Colonel
but it appears that Lieutenant Maxim, of
the late " Novik." took general command
of the garrison. While In Korsakovak,
the Japanese were told that Lieutenant
Maxim had ordered the city to be burnt.
His tactics were In perfect accordance
with the recognised principles of military
science. He retreated to a certain fixed
position, leaving a rear-guard at every
village strong enough to offer resistance
to our army, and burning all the villages
they passed through. On leaving Korsa-
kovsk. Lieutenant Maxim announced to
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his troops that it was his plan to rot real

to Vladimirovka and strike a heavy blow
upon the Japanese there. He carried out
this plan, but was badly defeated, and
•was himself taken n prisoner. The Rus-
sian garrison comprised chiefly volunteers.

It Is reported that the sea of late has
been running hiRh along the coast of
Saghallen, while dense fogs have been
prevalent. The temperature goes down
to 60 degrees Fahrenheit In the morning
and evening, and blankets are required
at night

A Tokyo dispatch states that the Rus-

sians taken prisoner In southern

Saghallen number about 200, Including

officers and men. civil officials, and

others, all of whom are expected to arrive

at Aomor! in a day or two. The non-

combatants will be released at Aomorl.

and Mr. Aklyama. councillor In the War
Office, has proceeded to Aomorl to su-

perintend matters.

JAPANESE PRISONEKS IN

RUSSIA.

Of the Japanese prisoners detained In

Russia, C18 have been identified by the

list sent by the Russian authorities. Of

this number It has been ascertained that

321 are combatants and 297 non-com-

batants. Besides the above, 70 are

identified from letters written home, and

59 still remain unidentified.

The personal status of the 618, Identi-

fied from the Russian list, Is as

follows :
—

Akmt. Navt.
2

17 8
13

Chief hospital nursi » » t • 1

1

1 1

Paymaster's clerk 1

Oithu (assistants) 2
Interpreters f

In addition to the above the list In-

cludes 42 officers and 217 men of the trans-

port service. 13 of the railway staff,

10 passengers, 2 photographers, 2 mer-

chants, and 2 masons.

ESCAPE OF RUSSIAN

PRISONERS.

Two officers, a cadet and two privates

among the Russian prisoners interned 41

Fukuoka, who were allowed to take a

walk outside the depot, took advautage of

the liberty extended to them the other

day and ran away. On the 18th instant

the deserters were discovered by a police-

man, hiding in a hill at the port of

Kamlno In Fukuoka prefecture. They

had with them aome utensils for cooking

food. On being recaptured they stated

that they were watching for a foreign

steamer, with a view to swimming to the

vessel and so getUng a passage home to

Russia.

THE SITUATION IN

MANCHURIA.

News has reached Tokyo to the effect

that the rainy season has set In In Man-
churia. During the past few days rain

has fallen incessantly, and these weather

conditions are likely to continue for some
time yet Under the circumstances, there-

fore, the operations of the whole of the

Japanese army are entirely suspended.

During the rainy reason various dl&eatcg

are liable to break out amongst the troops,

but there Is an absence of Illness, the

hygienic and sanitary conditions nt tho

army at the front being of the best, and

MM*, which gave considerable trouble

among the troops at this time last year.

Is very rare this season.

THE " HENRY BALCOW'S"
CARGO.

The owner of the Norwegian steamer
" Henry Baleow," which It was recently

decided should be confiscated at the

Yokosuka Prize Court, has appealed

against the decision. No petition having

been filed, the cargo. 18,190 bags of flour,

carried by the steamer, has been handed

to the Navy Department by the Prixe

Court

SiUurdai/, July 22nd.

RKUTER reports, under date of July 20.

that It is learned In Paris from St.

Petersburg that the Tsar received Admiral

Rohjestvensky's report of the naval bat-

tle on July 10th. The Admiral ascribe*

his defeat to the defeats of the guns,

ammunition, and ships, due to adminis-

trative corruption, mutinous and incom-

petent crews. Mutiny broke out at Mada-

gascar, again off Formosa, and finally

during the battle, when the crews of the

"Seniavln" and " Apraksln " refused to

fight and other crews followed their ex-

ample.

SAGHALIEN.

A dispatch from the army In Saghallen

reached the Imperial Headquarters on

Thursday afternoon to the following

effect :
—

The Russian soldiers surrendered and
taken prisoner at different places up to

the present time number 401 in all. In-

cluding Colonel Alexelvsky, and 13 other
officers, with 447 rank and file.

An Aomori dispatch reaching Tokyo
states that the Russians In Saghallen
have shown much demoralisation since

their defeat at Vladimirovka, and surren-

ders to the Japanese are continually being
made. Those surrendering are mostly
from among the volunteers. It Is ex-

pected that tie whole army will shortly

surrender.

THE FATE OF THE
" OLDHAMIA."

The following news has been received

by the authorities in Tokyo from Admiral

Dewa :
—

At about 1 o'clock on the afternoon of
the 17th instant Sub-Lieuienant Treble-
burg and 13 men of the late Russian
battleship " Knlax Snvaroff " drifted in a
boat to the shore of Sawinapa. east of

Tsushimasaki (or Enduma Point, near
Korsakovsk). Saghallen. when they
were captured by the Japanese army.

t'pon inquiries being Instituted into the

circumstances of their arrival, it was
discovered that the men were a part of

the prize crew of the British steamer
" Oldhamla." which was captured by the

Baltic squadron south of Formosa. The
crew were ordered to take the 'Old-

hamla" to Vladivostok. After trans-

ferring the original crew to a Russian
war-ship, the steamer left the squadron
on May 19th, and proceeded to Etorop
channel by way of the south of Emijlma
and Oshima. and when in the channel a
dense fog was encountered and the

steamer stranded on the east coast of

rrutaubu Island on June 2nd. The crew

then set Are to the steamer and landed

on the island, where there encamped. On
June 17th seventeen officers and men
left there In a boat for Korsakovsk In

order to secure assistance, and since that

time nothing has been heard from them.

Tho party Just captured by the Japanese

army left the Island on July 5th. It Is

understood that two more officers and

14 men still remain on (he Island, with

a supply of provisions sufficient to last

a month and a half
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Sunday, July 23rd.

THE PEACE QUESTION.

m. witte ox ins

A telegram to the Foreign Office, Tokyo,

gives the following as the glut of remark*

made by M. Wltte on his mission. They
were made in toe course of an interview

with a representative of the Associated

Pros* :
—

" I have been chosen to meet the

Japanese Plenipotentiary and ascertain

whether It is not possible for the two
countries to arrive at an agreement for

peace. Of course, my personal opinion

on the matter cannot count for much, but

I may say that I am in perfect accord

with Count Lamsdorff In the determina-

tion that we should do our utmost for his

Majesty the Tsar. I am In receipt of

detailed Instructions from his Majesty

for guidance in the important task I have
in hand. In everything the final decision

must be given by bis Majesty. His

Majesty Is a man of peace and 1b anxious

tor the restoration of peace, but what
concerns me most is that the Japanese

terms may be of such a nature that Rus-

sia cannot possibly agree to them. A
belief prevails In certain quarters that

Russia Is compelled to conclude peace at

any cost. This Is a delusion. There are

two streams of national opinion run-

ning In Russia. The one Insists on the

continuance of the war to the bitter end,

and Is vary largely supported, having a
very strong hold upon the naUon ; and
the other Is Inclined to the restoration of

peace. I belong to the category of the

latter. I frankly admit this because I

maintain that outspokenness should be

the guiding policy of a statesman. I was
strongly opposed to the war before hostili-

ties broke out, and advocated peace.

Now circumstances are entirely changed.

The Russian people, as I have said, are

divided Into two opinions In regard to

the question whether the war shall or

shall not be stopped at the present stage.

If the Japanese terms are such as

to humiliate Russia or tend to jeopardise

the existence of the Russian Empire, the

Russian people will soon forget their dif-

ferences and unite ; and in case I

obliged to report that the

are of such a nature as

accept, the Russian people will

hesitate to approve my report, and there

Is little doubt but that they will be

driven to a strong determination to con-
!

tlnue the war for years, if necessary.
" Foreign newspapers have Riven the

world to understand that the Russian

Empire Is already dismembered by In-

ternal disturbances, but this Is far from
be.ng the case. I have to admit that Rus-

sia is faced with serious Internal troubles.

but the outside world has not grasped the

true condition of the affairs.

" The foreign correspondents In

who have been permltteJ to c

with but a few peop.e of

ance In St. Petersburg or Moscow,
and have misunderstood the events

transpiring are only by such writing

misleading the world In regard to

the future of Russia. There Is a mat
difference In the economical conditions of

Russia compared with those of the coun-

tries of Western curope, and none but

those who were born in Russia or have
resided in the country for many years can

have anything like a thorough knowledge
of Russia and of the Russian people. In

tradition, history and thought the Rus-

sians are quite different from the people

of Western Europe, and the country

cannot be rightly judged from the

standard of the people of other countries.

The dominion of Russia Is Immense, and
the constituent elements of the Russian

Empire arc widely diversified ; but as a

nation the Russians form one large family.

Apparently the people of Russia are

now disunited on account of the internal

disturbances, but when they once realise

that the national existence or destiny Is

endangered, they will speedily fcn>go

their differences and combine in unison

for the defence of their

Is not on the verge of

as alleged, so that we see no necessity for

submitting to any terms that may be

offered for peace. Russia now has to face

domestic troubles, aud many disturbances

of a serious character have broken out,

and such may be repeated In future ; but

now the crisis Is almost over, and In a
few years Russia will recover from the

effects of the war.'"

THE RUSSIANS AT MANILA.

IBATITI'PE OK TIIK WOl NltED.

Baron Komura, who arrived at Seattle

on Thursday morning, left that place for

New York on the afternoon of the same
day.

News has reached Tokyo that a

secretary in the Foreign Office In the

Chinese Government has left Peking for

Washington on a secret mission In re-

gard to the peace conference.

THE CONVICT SOLDIERS OF
SAOHALI EN.

A Tokyo dispatch states that those Rus-

sians in Saghalien who took up arms as

volunteers are the convicts, and they are

distinguished by a special mark on th"

sleeves and shoulder straps, a cross being

affixed to their caps. These convicts, who
have been taken prisoner by the Japanese,

have no right to *he privileges of prison-

ers of war. and they will be treated as

The wounded officers and men of the

three Russian war-ships Interned at

Manila, who were detained at the U.S.

Naval Hospital at Canacao. left for

on the 14tb Instant, and as a

lion of the kindness and attention shown

to them a gift of five very handsome,

cigarette cases was made to the hospital

attendants. The cases bore the following

inscription :
—

" With the thanks of the seamen of the

Russian cruisers ' Aurora,' ' Oleg,' and
1 Zemtscbug,' Manila, July 1905."

The presentation waa made by an offi-

cer detailed by Admiral Enqulst, the re-

cipients being highly gratified with these

tokens of regard.

THE FIGHTING IN SAGHALIEN.

NTI IIIKIH.N Kl SN1A.N BKAl

An Aomori dispatch to the Atahi states

that the main force of the enemy on,

Saghalien having been localised on the

11th Instant, the operations for the at*

tack were Immediately opened by the

Japanese, which marched In two columns.

The artillery sent In a heavy fire and the

enemy offered stubborn resistance with

four field and three machine guns. On
the 12th the attack was resumed at day-

light, and at last the enemy had to sub-

mit to the severe fire of the Japanese ar-

tillery. A certain battalion made a

charge from the front, when the battalion

Nlsblkubo and Ensign I ma-

were killed by the machine gun.

The fourth company fought most vail-

antly. and almost one-third of the com-

pany waa wounded. At half-past eleven

the enemy's poslton was carried and four

field-pieces and two machine guns fell

Into the hands of the Japanese. The pri-

soners taken numbered 200.

THE " POLTAVA " RAISED.

VAi-CAHI-K ADDITION TO JAPAN'S

WAVY.

A dispatch from Admiral Shlbayama.

Commander-in-Chief of the Port Arthur

Port Admiralty, reached Tokyo yesterday

to the following effect :

—

" The battleship ' Poltava ' has been

refloated. The pumping out of the water

In the ship was commenced early this

morning (21st) and the operations pro-

gressed satisfactorily, and by 3 p.m. the

ship was In order."

The " Poltava." which was built In

1894. Is a battleship of 10.950 ton* dis-

placement with Indicated horse-power of

11.200. She was sunk In the harbour of

Port Arthur.
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GENERAL LINEVITCH AND THE
PEACE PROPOSALS.

TELUiBAM TO THE TBAJL

We have on

to give what purported to be General

Linevitcb's view with regard to the pro-

posed termination of the war. A'oout the

beginning of June the Genera! made a

report to the Tsar (not on July 10, as eomo

Japanese pap-irs have It), the gist of which

was reported In a telegram at the time.

Since then the General has been re-

peatedly quoted, as will have been seen

from reports In our columns, as being In

favour of the continuation of the war.

With the last mall the full text his come

to band of bis report to the Tsar, &<i 11

appears In the Temp*. According to ihe

Paris journal the telegram to St. Peters-

burg was sent from Kun-ahu-ling. and

besides the Commander-in-Chief It w-is

signed by many other Generals, including

Kuropatkln. Kaulbars, Rennenkampi.

Sakharoff, Batlanoff. Korff, and others.

We make a translation as follows :—
Your Imperial Majesty, when I henr.l

of the offer of good services by President

Roosevelt and your agreement to peace

negotiations, I called at once a council of

war. composed of all the army comman-
ders at present In headquarters. After a
discussion of all the reasons for the con-

clusion of peace and the position of the
opposing armies. 1 have the honour to In-

form your Majesty that I and all my com-
rades with me are unanimous for an en-

ergetic continuation of the war until the
day when the Almighty will reward 0>e
efforts of our troops with success. The
present Is not the right moment to speak
of peace, after the battles of Mukden and
Tsushima. The enemy, now intoxicated
with hi* successes, will propose condi-

tions which are against the honour of our
country. We are. however, not compelled
to accept them, for we are not yet In a
desperate position. The disaster of Tsu-
shima was a great misfortune, but It

stands in no relation to our brave army,
'which Is In excellent condition, and eager

to avenge that disaster by a victory,

which I hope It not far distant. Tiie posi-

tions held by our troops are well fortified.

The rainy weather has so far prevented
me from assuming the offensive, but now
that the losses of Mukden have about
been made good, and our forces have bc^n
strengthened by new corps arriving from
Europe. I feel In a position t« maintain
myself successfully against the enemy.
I hope to assume the offensive In the

course of this month, and this will com-
pletely alter the present state of thlngo.

I repeat once more that your Majesty may
nave full confidence In the strength anJ
the power of our troops. Our position Is

in no wise so critical that the conclusion
of a peace under conditions unfavourable
to Russia should be necessary.

We are now near the end of July, but
the offensive does not seem to have
materialised as yet. Though It Is unwise
to propheev unless one knows, we believe

there »re few people who think that the
Tiext battle will bring about a reversal of
'he

THE CONFISCATION OF THE
" SCOTSMAN."

DECISION OF THE COURT.

The text the judgement in the
" Scotsman " case, which Is likely to

arouac a good deal of Interest among
students of international law. has non-

been publisher The petitioners in the

care were the London Steamship Com-
pany, of No. 20 Great St. Helens, London,
their legal representative In Japan being

Mr. Aklyama Genzo.

The Court decides that the capture of

the British st.-amer "Scotsman" having
been Inquired into, the vessel Is adjudgtu
a lawful prize, and gives the following
" factB and reasons "

:
—

The steamer " Scotsman " is a mer-
chant ship belonging to the petitioners,
registered in London, England, and .*

under the British fUg. By a churter-
party signed between Dodwell & Co., Ltd..
who arc the agents of the petitioners In
Shanghai, and K. Perez ft Co., ananghai
(this Company was dissolved on Feb-
ruary 15, 1905, and all in business was
transferred to A. Chazalon ft Co., Shang-
hai), on January 4th, 1905, in Shanghai,
the steamer had taken on board about
20.000 bags (about 134,000 pood In weight)
of Saigon rice at Saigon for the pur-
pose of conveying it to Vladivostok,
Russia, its consignors belns P. Rauzy et

P. Vllle, the agents of R. Perex ft Co. at
Saigon, and the consignee w»« •»•«'« " to

order " in the bill of lading. Without
the charter-party on board the steamer
iMlcl from Saigon on January 24tb of
the same year, Vladivostok being her
destination. She reached Hongkong on
the 29th of the same month. After leav-

ing Hongkong on February 15th. she took
a roundabout course to make her way to

Vladivostok by passing Tsugaru Straits,

but she was seized by H.I.M. torpedo-boat
No. 30 in the vicinity of the Shlokubl
Lighthouse In Tsugaru Straits at 7 p.m.
on the 14th day of the same month.
The above-mentioned facts are es-

tablished by the statement made by
Ryutaro Tomlnaga, 2nd Lieutenant, an
anln? oTVer for the Commander of the
torpedo-boat No. 30. the statements of In-

quiries made to 1st Lieutenant Naotaro
Nagasawa. an acting officer for the Com-
mander of the same ship, and Edward
Albert Mackenzie, master of the S.8.
" Scotsman." the ship's register, clearance
papers at Saigon and Hongkong, the log
book as well as the charter-party, and a
declaration made by R. Perez at the
Spanish Consulate In Shanghai which
have been presented by the petitioners.

The main points of the petition are as
follows :—Although the cargo on board
the ship in question Ib contraband of war,
the ship should not be confiscated with
the cargo, for the said cargo does not

j

belong to the owners of the ship. Also,
j

not only the shipowners were unaware of i

the circumstances of her carrying anv
contraband of war. but It Is clearlv stated
In the ship's papers that the destination
of both the ship and the cargo is Vladi-
vostok, and there Is no misrepresentation
in the papers. The reason why the ship
bad not the charter-party on board I' that
the charter-party was concluded In Shang-
hai while the ship was in Saigon, and
there was no time to get It sent to her.

rice la no

army's use only, even in a case where
It la forwarded to a port where the
army Is stationed ; people other than the
army live on rice ; therefore many stu-
dents of International law hold that It is
Improper to declare rice contraband of
war. At the time of the 8outh African
War. Dr. Holland, after giving an account
of the usages in England, said that "pro-
visions might be considered contraband
of war In caiej where It was certain that
they are to be conveyed to the enemy's
army or navy or their fortifications.
Even In thete cases, however, the captors
have only e right to purchase them In
preference." In 1885 In the Franco-China
war. England made a strong protest
against Franc* for abandoning the usual
principle and '.testing rice as contraband
of war, from trc temporary necessity of
her strategy, and insisted that this was
an error. Again. In the Japan-China war,
when China declared rice contraband of
war. at that tine England with France
strongly oppose I this decision, and It

seemed that Jar an did not disagree with
their objections. Thus In refusing to re-
gard rice as contraband of war not only
all countries agree in tho principle, but
both theory and practice recognise IL
But supposing that In the present war
with Russia, Japan regards rire as con-
traband of war If h Is to be furnished to
the enemy's army then In the case of
rice conveyed to a port like Vladivostok,
which Is a trading port as well as a naval
port, and when trade with the port Is not
>et entirely cK ted. it Is proper to
consider that tte rice Is to
veyed to Vladivostok as a
port, and not f< r the army's
There Is an examrle In the decision in
(foe case of the " .\'eptunuB " during the
war between England and Holland In
1798. Further. Russians do not use rice
for their regular food, but other nation-
alities living there do so. As to the un-
certainty of the consignee of the cargo on
the ship, the bill of lading Is so made
that the consignee Is " to order" and no
suspicion on this ground can properly
arise. To the above-stated reasons the
Court Is prayed to give a decision to
the effect that the steamer In question
shall be released.

In considering the case, it has to be
borne In mind that Vladivostok Is the
only Russian naval port In the Orient.
It is a well-known fact that not only U
Vladivostok the base for the Russhn fleet,

but since the outbreak of the war between
Japan and Russia, the Russian Govern-
ment has made It one of Its commis-
sary bases and has collected Its mili-
tary provisions there, so that general
trade at the port has almost ceased.
Therefore any rargo like rice which is on
board a stetmer and becomes contraband
of war. If conveved to Vladivostok mu>t
be considered to be furnished for military
use unl»*s there Is strong prmf t,-» We
contrary. Especially does this apply
to the rirgo on board thM ship, even
though the con°ienee Is made " to order"
In the 1 ill of lading, while according to a
statement made bv the master of the ship
the name Of the consignee wai to be com-
municated bv the Ice-breaking ship there
noon her arrival at Vladivostok. A 1*0 In
the charter-party there Is a clause to the
efTect that unon the ship's arrival at

Vladivostok. If It Is necessary she can
have Ihe assistance of an ice-breaker free
of churre. Now according to the " Sum-
mary or Siberia" published bv the Ruv
sian Coast Office In 1801 and 1902. the |-»-

hreakera at Vladivostok belong to the
Siberian Fleet of the Russian Navy.
While the gross tonnage of the »teamer
I question <" Scotsman ") Is 1.679 ton-.
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the manifest In over 210,000 francs, the

hire for charter of the ship between Sai-

gon and Vladivostok amounted to the

large sum of £6,250 sterling. In the
statement made by the Master of the ship
he Bald that he thought the shipowner*.
In anticipation of the confiscation of the

ship, have paid a specially high rate In

premium for Insurance, so it cannot be
held that the purpose of the steamer was
for ordinary trade. The petitioners say
that rice Is not the regular food of Rus-
sians, but It is plain that rice is, accord-
ing to the Ad for Russian Military Pro-
-vlsl-.n*. not only used for military pur-
•*si's, but the Russian Army In the Bast
ban many Chinese and Koreans employed
who use rice for their regular food.

From the above-stated facts the rice

which forms the cargo of the steamer In

question must be regarded as military
provisions belonging to the Russian Go-
vernment ; consequently It is right to

consider the rice as contraband of war.
Referring to the opinions of the Continen-
tal scholars on International law and Dr.
Holland of England, as well as the prece-

dents In the wars between France an 1

China, and Japan and China, the repre-

sentative of the petitioners said that not
only all countries agree in their principles

In not considering rice as contraband of
war, but that theory and practice re-

cognise It. However, Dr. Holland and
other scholars in England decided that If

It la clear that rice Is to be conveyed to

«b». enemy's army or navy or their forll-

flcat Ions, It shall be considered as con-
traband of war. By the protest presents!
by the British Government against Russia's
treating rice as absolute contraband in

the present war, saying that " although
the BrltlBh Government may recognise
the belligerents treating rice as a con-
ditional contraband of war, it is contrary
to the International law and Its practices
to treat it as absolute contraband" (In-

struction given to Sir Charles Hardinge,
British Ambassador to Russia, by Lord
Lansdowne, Secretary of Foreign Affairs,

on June 1st of last year. No. 1 on Russia.
Parliamentary Blue Books 1905). we I

can see what Is the principle of England.
From the theory and practice of the
United States of America, It Is also plain
that that country baa the same principle 1

aa England, while Ruasla treats rice as
contraband. By these Instances we con-
alder that there Is no foundation for the
representative saying that the principles
of all countries are not to treat rice as
contraband of war. The precedent In tue
Franco-China War referred to by the re-

presentative Is ]ust the same as the

British Government's protest against tho

Russian Government In the present war.

The British Government opposed France
for treating rict as an absolute contraband
of war, but not as conditional contraband.
With regard to the precedent In the Japan-

China War. what the representative has
stated may be true, but wt can adduce
the contrary fact that our Government
decided all provisions to be conditional

contraband of war by Art. X. of the Prlie
Law enforced at that time, and no altera-

tions were made during the said war.

The next point advanced by the repre-

sentative Is that the chaite' -party was
not on board the steamer because there

was no time to forward it. But according
to the same and other paper j. the charter-

party was concluded at Shanghai while
the steamer was anchored at Kobe. i.e.

on January 4th of this year ; the steamer
left Saigon for Vladivostok on the 24th

of the same month, arriving at Hong-
kong on the 29th and leaving on February
1st. Therefore we must consider that

there was ample time for the charter-

party to have been forwarded. Again, as
mentioned before, we find that the ship-

owners had received a large sum of

money for furnishing the steamer for the
transportation of rice to Vladivostok: that

they had sufficient Insurance against the
ship In anticipation of her capture by
our men-of-war ; that according to the
statement made by the shipmaster, the
consignee of her cargo was to be notified

by an Ice-breaker belonging to the Rus-
sian Navy, and there is moreover a clause
In the charter-party to the effect that the

steamer may obtain assistance from the
Ice-breaker ; that the shipmaster stated
that he had received Instructions from
the owners concerning the voyage of the
ship i that the ship took Intentionally a
roundabout course to go to Vladivostok :

and that she had a full cargo of rice,

which Is contraband of war. and no other
cargo on board. When we compare these
farts. It can bp recognised that the peti-

tioners not only were aware that the
cargo of the steamer consisted of military
provisions for the Russian Government,
but they had been knowingly engaged In

its transportation : in other words, the
petitioners had performed an action In

assistance of the enemy. It Is recognised
by the theory and practice of International
law that any ship performing Burh an
action shall be confiscated, together with
thp cargo on board.
As the steamer Is to be confiscated for

the above-mentioned reasons, we need not

consider the ether points of argument
made by the representative of the peti-

tioners. Therefore, we give the decision
a* stated In the text.

The judgement Is signed by Kyo Hii«-
gawa. Presiding Judge of the Yokosuka
Prize Court, and by Cho Watanabe. Mine-
Ichiro Adacbl. Chutaburo Sakaklbara. ind
Tadao Yamakawa, Associate Judges.

THE RUSSIAN8 IN KOREA.

A dispatch received by the Foreign

Office at Tokyo conveys the following

report from General Linevltch dated the

20th instant :
—

" On the 17th Instant R Japanese squa-

dron appeared off the Korean coast be-

tween the mouth of the Tumen and Cape
Linden (?) and bombarded the mouth of

the river. Two of the ttrpedo-boals en-

tered Gashkevltch Bay and fired on Ongi

(Ung-keul ?), the object being to bombard
the camp of our guards. Our outpost

at Ongi Bay fired upon the Japanese

torpedo-boats, which returned the lire

and then withdrew. Simultaneously with

this, four Japanese torpedo-boats ap-

peared In Kolmlloff Gulf (Najin-wan) and

Ml sailors landed there and destroyed a

portion of the telegraph line on the south

of Ongi Bay. Four Japanese cruisers

approached Anna Bay and fired upon the

position of our troops on the shore, and

all withdraw at 4 o'clock In the after-

THE PROPOSED EXCHANGE
Ob" PRISONERS.

According to a Tokyo dispatch pub-

lished in the Mainichi, the proposal for

the exchange of prisoners of war haa been

1 revived, and negotiations through tho

;
medium of the French Government are

: now progressing favourably. The matter

Is expected to te settled definitely within

a short space of time.

Wednesday, July 267/t.

THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

EFFECT OF NAVAL DEFEAT ON
RUSSIA.

A telegram received by the Foreign

Office gives the following Paris dispatch

as published In Political Intelligence of

July 21st :

—

In the highest political circles In Pang
many reports are current regarding the
views of M. Wltte In reference to his pre-
sent mission, and also his Ideas on the
terms of peve which are likely to result
In the successful conclusion of the negotia-
tions. As for the attitude of the French
Government on the peace question. Its

views are apparently Identical with those
of M. Wltte. In Parla hopes are being

.of the

of the plenipotentiaries may be the con-
clusion of an agreement between Japan
and Russia : but at the same time It Is

believed that a treaty of peace cannot be
concluded unless the terms proposed by
Japan are distinctly moderate. It is

anticipated that on learnlns the Japanese
terms Russia may not readily express her
opinion as to whether they are such as
she can or cann>>: accept Ruasla Is. how-
ever, already hinting that she cannot
consider such terms aa the disarming of

Vladivostok and the payment of an In-

demnity of V3.0OO.0O0.0O0. It Is believed
that the question of an armistice will be
dlscuswd at the outret of the

According to the St. Petersburg corre-

spondent of Lr Tempt, the Russian defeat

In the naval battle of the Japan Sea has

greatly Intensified the opposition to the

continuation of war In all political circles

In Russia, and the centre of this opposl-

!
tlon Is now In Moscow.

The Km** v Viedomotty, pointing out

that It Is delusive In the extreme to im-

agine that a more favourable opportunity

will subsequently present Itself for open-

ing peace negotiations, or to hope for

a restoration of the military situation at

the front, explains that the Russian public

In general la bent upen peace. The same

Journal further urges that It la a danger-

ous doctrine to believe that the

military for

are Inexhaustible or to Ignore the weari-

' ness of the people of the war. The same

Journal touches lightly upon the Russian

damages In
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that whet the Russian people desire

Is political and social reforms and
extrication from the hand of the bureau-

cracy, who regard the people as their

puppets. Russian enterprises in the Far

East have been taken advantage of by

speculators and others for personal pur-

pose*. It is urged that when the political

reforms demanded are carried out. the

productive powers of Russia will be de-

veloped hundredfold. Any
fered by Russia abroad will

ed for by the spirit of the people, who
will be more satisfied when they can

enjoy their personal rights and the pri-

vileges of civilisation at home.

This is the theme that animates public

opinion, which desires aliove all the op«n-

ing of a national assembly vested with

the power to decide the question of r

or wer.

JAPANESE REFUGEES IN

KOBE.

By the N.D.L. steamer "Prim Hr. In-

rich," which arrived at Kobe yesterday

morning, there were 26 Japanese refugees

from different parts of Russia. Tho

Bteamer brought 29 refugees. Including

four women, to Japan ; but three of the

latter left the steamer at Nagaaaxi. A

number of the refugees came ashore at

Kobe, and the others go on to Yokohama.

Seven of tho men comprised the crew

of the sealing schooner " Domel-mBtu."

and thirteen were the crew of the scuooner
•• Kamo-maru." The " Doroel-maru " (96

tons) left Hakodate on March 13th last

year, and was caught in a gale off Sado

Island. The crew, 12 In all, left (he

schooner In four boats and managed to

reach Kamschatka In twelve days. Tneie

they assert they were attacked by the

Russians. One of the boats carried two

repeating rifles, and with these they de-

fended themselves as best they could, '<ut

all were at last wounded and taken pri-

soner. They were then sent to a place

named Hlsnai. about twelve miles away,

where they were kept In prison for two

or three days. Five of the prisoners

managed to escape, but the rema.nlng

seven were sent to Suialoka. and then put

in a prison situated on a lonely hill near

Korsakovsk. Saghallen. For some unie

they were subjected to bard treattucnt,

only one meal a day being given, until

they convinced their captors, through the

Interpretation of an Ainu, that they were

They were sent on to

Siberia In September last froi

together with the crew of the "

maru."

The "Kamo-maru" (159 tons) left

Otaru on August 7th last for Rijiri to

ship fish manure, and, encountering a

gale on the 10th of the same month, the

vessel was driven upon the shore on the

west coast of Saghallen. About 20 Rus-

slan soldiers came out and Bred upon Ihe

Japanese schooner and took the crew ( 13

in all) prisoner. They were sent on to

Alexandrovsky together with their ve.is.-l.

After spending some fifteen days there,

the crew, together with the men from the
" Domel-maru," was sent on to Nicolsk,

Siberia, and there they remained for tliree

days before they were dispatched nor.h-

ward on a vessel plying on the Amur
river. They arrived at Tomsk on Novem-
ber 1th last. On the way thither they
observed fifteen Japanese prisoners b--lng

taken northward. At Tomsk a Japanese
woman who had resided at Blagoves;-

cbensk and three others who UveJ at

Tomsk joined the party, which arrived at

Uschoff on November 16th. At this place

they were all treated as prisoners of war,

each being paid 8 kopeks for food and 5

kopeks for house-rent. They lived In

houses set aside for them, being placed

under police supervision. Since

last they received on several

¥10 to ¥15 each from the 0.0. Ambas-
sador In St. Petersburg as assistance

towards their maintenance. On May 21st

last they were allowed to go home, and

they soon afterwards left Tomsk. They
reached the German frontier on May 27th.

when the party was Joined by another

Japanese woman, making the party to

consist of 25 men and 4 women. A chan-

cellor In the Japanese Legation In Berlin

met the party at the frontier, while the

Japanese Consular Agent at Bremen met

them at a place thirty miles from the

frontier, and the party arrived at Bremen
on June 30th. Mr. Tamai, Editor of a

Japanese paper published :,. Berlin, ren-

dered great assistance to the party. On
this day the news of the Japanese victory

In the Battle of the Japan Sea was re

ceived, and the Japanese Consular Agent

(a foreigner) came to the lodging of the

party and congratulated them on the vic-

tory. On June 7th the party left Bre^n
by the " Prlnx Helnrlch." At the request

of the Japanese Legation in Berlin Mr.

Terada of Messrs. Rex A Co. JoineJ the

steamer as interpreter. Two more Japan-

at Tomsk when the party left.

It Is Interesting to note that among the

refugees who landed at Kobe yesterday

was the amah of Mme. Wasallieff, wife of

the former Russian Vice-Consul at Kobe.

When the Consul and his family left Kobe

last year the amah accompanied them to

St. Petersburg, and remaineJ with tbetn

until this opportunity arose for her to be

sent back.

PROGRESS OF THE ISLAND

CAMPAIGN.

Latest news reaching Tokyo Is to the

effect that the Russian army In Sooth

Saghallen has been dispersed, and the

remnant is cut oil from communication
with the Army in the northern part of

the Island, with the result that there Is

great scarcity of food amongst the troop,

The strength of the army in the north >i

unknown, but It Is evident that its force

is inferior to that of the southern army.

The- main force is known to be at Alex-

androvsky. The northern army Is better

equipped in arms and commissary, and it

is expected it may offer a stronger re-

sistance to the Japanese advance.

Russian prisoners taken In

arrived at Aomon on Monday
They Include 169 non-combatants, some

having with them their families,

and they are said to be well dressed.

The combatants number 476. includ-

ing 1 Colonel, 9 Captains, 2 Lieute-

nants and Ensigns, 308 petty officers of

the Navy and Army. 9 servants and 117

volunteers. All soldiers and sailors ei-

rept officers arc in a ragged and unkempt

condition. Nine army officers were al-

lowed to retain their swords during ta:

voyage, hut upon arrival at Aomorl they

were deprived of them on instructions

from the Minister for War. who pro-

hibited the officers from wearing their

swords while in Japan. The officers and

ten of their servants were sent to Hiro-

sakl on Monday, where they are to he

Interned. The rank and flle

be sent on to Narashlno yesterday.

Three officers brought with them their

wives, and as the latter do not wish

to return to Russia, they are to be seal

to Itlrosakl (near Aomorl). where they

will rent houses and reside.

Thurs,!,,^ Jul,, Tth.

MILITARY OPKKAlTONS IN

KOREA AND MANCHL'KIA.

The Japanese Army in North Korea

is again showing much activity. An

official dispatch published by the War
Office is to the following effect :

—

" The North Korea Army drove the I

enemy from the vicinity of Puryong and

Pu-ko, and. on the 24th instant, occupied

a line from So-cbyong (about 7 miles

north-east of Pu-ko) to Sln-pung-san

(about 10 miles north-east of Musan-

yong) by way of Sa-pong (about 7 miles

north-east of Pu-ryong), Musanyong

(about 10 miles north of Pu-ryong), and

I the Hol-ryong road."

A Russian report from Harbin, publish-

ed at Shanghai, states that on the l"th In-

stant Japanese torpedo-boats entered

Gashkevltch Bay and landed a party of

marines at Delonob Point, north of OnS*

(or Ung-keui. about 12 miles south of

theTuman). A Japanese war-ship, which

appeared midway between the Tua»B

River and Linden Point on the sen*
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day bombarded Ongl. On that day, also,

20 Japanese tailors landed at Kormlloff
(near the Turn an) and destroyed the tele-

graph lines, while four Japanese cruisers

bombarded Anna Bay, withdrawing at

4 p.m. Further news received In Tokyo
Is to the effect that Russian troops, the
main force of which were in the vicinity
of Hol-ryong (close to the Mancburlan
border), were sending strong patrols to
the Japanese outpost A short while
since, about 1,000 troops of mixed arms
advanced close up to the Japanese out-
post. The total force of the enemy In

this direction has been ascertained to he
a 1

out one division. According to in-

formation from trustworthy sources, the
Russians concluded that the Japanese
forces In North Korea wore very strong,

and sent for reinforcements from Vla-
divostok. Since tie 7th instant a rein-
forcement of about one division had
arrived by sea, landing on the right bank
of the Tuman on the 10th. The total

strength of the Russian army In North
Korea is estimated at about two divisions,

one being posted In the vicinity of Pu-
ryong and the other on the sea coast, and
It is expected the Russians may shortly

take the offensive in that neighbourhood.
According to the Russians lately taken

prisoner In North Korea, the marine
transport of provisions and war materials
between Vladivostok and the Tuman has
been entirely suspended since the naval
battle of the Japan Sea, and most of the
war materials have been conveyed along
the Tuman from Hongchung.
A large stock of war materials was

stored at the Krasnoserikaya fortress

and On-syong. Military telegraph lines

were constructed, connecting Hongchung
j

and KIrln. Besides this, military roads
j

have been constructed by the Russians
through the hilly district in that vtclnlty.

slant a Japanese soldier at a certain point

In Manchuria showed a white flag, and

exhibited a letter which was nailed to the

end of a long pole. Some Cossacks went
out to receive the letter, when they were
suddenly fired upon, and two of them fell

to the ground—whether they were killed

or wounded was not ascertained.

It Is reported that on the 20th the
slan patrols captured two
lers.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

DISCUSSION IN THE PRESS

was.

In reference to the situation at the

front In Manchuria, It is stated on good

authority In Tokyo that the Russians
have beeo continually receiving reinforce-

ments from Europe, and the latest In-

vestigations made by the Japanese show
that the total Russian force is about

350,000, while for some time their dis-

tribution has remained practically un-

changed. The main force is posted In the

vicinity of Changwu-men and Fenghua
(about 35 miles north of Changtu to the

west of the railway), one army corps
being posted at the base of Lelni hill on
the east. On the right wing the cavalry
under General Mtatchenko is posted at

Chenrhatung. where scouting operations
arc In progress. On the left wing the
force under General Madrlloff Is posted
at Hallungcheng, about 8,000 cavalry
being distributed In that direction, and I

they are patrolling aa far south as the
bank of the Yalu. The front of the Rus-

|

advance position now extends about
i miles.

A dUpatch to the .Veu> York Sun from
St. Petersburg on the 4th Instant gives
the following Interesting particulars of
the position at the front i

ago :—
The sustained pressure of General Hase-

gawa's army across the Tuman river to-
wards Russian territory is recognised In
Governmental circles as Japans Im-
mediate step to force Russia to make
peace Hasegawa's army Is now only
ihlrtythree miles from the frontier.
Within ten days. It Ib fully expected.
100,000 JapaneFe troops will be establish-
ed in the villages of the Russian Ussurl
region, which never yet hod an enemy
within Its boundaries.

It Is realised by the General Staff that
Haaegawa Intends to keep General
Kasbeck unclosed In Vladivostok. He
will thereby prevent a force from coming
thence to defend Ussurl. The natives of
that territory cannot defend themselves,
as the whole male native population al-
ready Is In active service In the army.
Thus Hasegawa can overrun the whole
territory from the Gulf of Peter the

~

to the Amur river. Llnevltrh c.
prevent tola, for his 100,000 men are
flned by Marshal Oyama's 500,000, and
any attempt on his part to relieve
Kanbeck could only result as did Marshal
McMahon's attempt to relieve Meu In

1870.

Llnevltch can retire from Harbin only
to the trans-Baikal region, Such a re-

treat and the surrender of Harbin to the
Japanese would be equivalent to offer-

ing them the whole territory from Harbin
to the sea of Japan. It Is recognised that
the whole strategic position of the Japan-
ese will force Llnevltch to derend Harbin
at any cost and that he must accept a
general engagement.

The correspondent of the 7><i(Jy Tele-

with the Japanese army stated at

Dhe beginning of this month that General

Balyakoff has succeeded Oencral Kuro-

patkln in command of the First Army,

and that Kuropatkln Is now on the Klrin-

Hallungcheng line.

HARON KOMURA IN AMERICA.

hai la to the effect

at

that on the 18th

Baron Komura, the Japanese peace

plenipotentiary, arrived at New Tork at

10 o'clock on Tuesday evening.

M. Wltte, the Russian plenipotentiary,

Is expected to arrive at New York on the

2nd proximo, and the plenipotentiaries

are due to arrive at Portsmouth (U.S.A.)

on the 5th.

A telegram has reached Tokyo stating

that when Baron Komura passed through

he was ar-

of the city.

The Atahl (Tokyo) has an article on
the Indemnity question which will form
such an important part of the dUcussion
In the forthcoming peace negotiations at

Washington. It Is a well-recognised in-

ternational usage in modern times, writes
our contemporary, that the vanquished
should pay an Indemnity to the victor as
a condition of peace. In the present
Instance, Russia can scarcely refuse to

pay an Indemnity, but if she does refuse
the negotiations will certainly be brought
to an Immediate end. Some Russians even
seem to desire this. At least the Xoroye
Vremya openly declares that Russia
would rather continue the war than
accede to Japan's demand for payment of
indemnity and cession of territory. It

further says that the continuance of the
campaign would be advantageous for
Russia, whereas quite the reverse would
be the case with Japan. If M. Wltte
entertains the same Idea as that of the
Russian journal quoted. It will be use-
less for him to come to Washington. M.
Wltte, however, appears to differ from
the Xot-oye Tremya In his views. He is

reported to have said In an interview
that In case the Japanese terms are such
as to prevent an agreement being reached,
Russia Is prepared to fight for years.'

This would seem to Imply that Russia is

unless they are excessive.

We do not pretend to know, continues
the Tokyo Journal, what terms, more
especially what amount of indemnity, M.
Wltte thinks reasonable. Nor ia there
any necessity to know this. Inasmuch aa
Japan has certain fixed terms upon which
peace will be restored. Japan's war ex-
penditure for the last fiscal year amounted
to 500 million yen. while 800 million yen
voted for the expenses of the current
fiscal year being found Inadequate, a for-

eign loan of 300 million yen was recently

raised. Adding a sum of 200 million yea
to be raised by means of domestic loans
this year brings the total war expenditure

up to 1.800 millions. Supposing that

peace should now be restored, the ex-
penses In connection with tho with-

drawal of the forces would be outside

those given above. The evacuation of

territory by a million men cannot be

effected In a short space of time, ami,

considering that nearly a year was spent

In withdrawing the troops after the

Japan-China War of 1894-5. the operation

In the present case would evidently

occupy a much longer time and require

a larger amount of money. It would not

be beyond the mark to estimate this ex-

penditure at 500 million yen. Again, the

fund required for the grants to the

families of those who have been killed In

the war, pensions to the wounded, etc.,

must also be Included In Japan's claim.

Supposing these aggregate 10 million yen

a year, a fund of 200 million yen Is i

sary to provide
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this bead extended over a term of years.

This brlngB the total expenditure In-

curred or to be incurred by Japan on

account of the war to, roughly, 2,500

million yen. Besides, the loss of pro-

duction suffered by Japan owing to her

young men being drafted off to Man-

churia must also be taken Into account.

This will approximately amount to 300

million yen, if each man Is taken to have

an average income of ¥150 a year and

the number of men engaged at the front

for two years reckoned at a million. If

to these considerations be added the direct

and indirect loss suffered by Japanese

commerce and Industry the figures will

foot up considerably over 3,000 millions.

We have no desire, the Atahi remarks,

to cripple Russia's finance by exacting a

large Indemnity, but would be Battened

If the amount paid should cover the

actual expenditure incurred by Japan, and

we believe this Is what is aimed at by tho

Japanese Government. Whether our

claim is within tho limits which are con-

*idi-;iMl reasonable by Russia, Japan of

course has no means or knowing, but It

car. MMtttly be supposed that M. Uitte

should embark on his mission without

studying the question In all ltt beariusa.

The S'ippon, writing on the

pects. says tbat the frequent change of

her peace envoy by Russia and the ru-

mours as to the imperfection of the plenary

powers entrusted to M. Wltte all go to

show the absence on the part of

of a fixed policy with regard to the

question. The difficult position of the

Russian plenipotentiaries under such

circumstances may well be Imagined, for.

If poice li restored under terms accept-

able to Russia, they may be able to ef-

fectually silence party clamour, but If

otherwise not only would (bey find them-

selves in a very unpleasant position, but

the Treaty of Peace, e^cn after It has

oecn signed, may he torn Into threds. Un-

doubtedly M. WUte U a statesman of

the first class, and he would not hive

accepted the responslbilitiei of a pen a

he was given full plenary

He must thoroughly under-

stand the difficult nature of his position,

not only as the envoy of a vanquished

country, but as knowing that a Treaty

of Peace which is regarded as unfavour-

able to Russia will afford his enemies a

chance to attack him. Realising, aa ha

must, the delicate character of his posi-

tion, it Is not surprising that M. Wltte

should predict the possible rupture of the

peace negotiations. Perhaps It would

be of more personal advantage to M.

Witte himself in maintaining his public

position in Russia to reject such demands

aa are likely to be unfavourably received

in the Muscovite empire. This will, bow-

ever, compel him to share the responsi-

bility of the war, contrary to the prin-

ciples hitherto adhered to by him.

The past history and present standing

of M. Witte. continues the Tokyo journal,

nevertheless warrant the belief that he will

do his best not to imperil the negotiations,

even though he may be subject to more

or less attack from his political

It Is possible that M. Wltte is not

with full powers, and that the final deci-

sion of the negotiations will be in the

hands of his Government. Such a thing,

however, can hardly be seriously believed,

as, If such be really the case, the negotia-

tions will not even begin. At all events.

Japan las reasonable grounds for all her

demands, and M. Wltte will not be dis-

appointed in thla respect, though It may

be doubtful whether he will be at one

with Japan in the estimate of the

ableness of the claims made.

BAGHA LIKN.

FURTHER DETAILS OF INVASION.

News reaches the AtoAi from Aomorl

that as almost all the officers of the Rus-

sian Army In South Saghalien have sur-

rendered, the Russian forces are now dis-

persed In bodlea only 50 or 60 strong.

The Russians are suffering from want ot

food and small parties of them occa-

sionally threaten the Japanese commis-

sary contingents when the latter are

covering a abort distance unaccompanied

by troops.

The other day a few Russians came out

to attack the Japanese position, when one

of them was killed and two or thr.e

were wounded. About 200 Russians have

taken up a position on Lake Tlblsrlsa.

eaat of Koraakovsk. They are armed with

A dispatch to the Mainichi states tbat

Colonel Alexelefosky, who waa In com-

mand of th. Russian garrison of Kor-

sakovsk before the landing of the Japan-

ese in the Island, applied to the Russian

General Army Staff with a request that

six army corps be sent to strengthen the

defence of the island. The application

was ignored, and the Commander of tie

Vladivostok garrison ordered the Com-

mander in Saghalien to burn the cilr,

destroy alt the arms, and retreat as sooa

as the Japanese landed.

With the Russians who surrendered at

Saghalien was a Japanese. It was found

on Inquiry that he was a fisherman

from Hakodate who had been put la pri-

son by the Russians for the murder of bla

employer before the outbreak of war. He
was liberated when the Russians set fire

to the city of Korsakovak and made their

retreat, and the fisherman thereupon fol-

lowed the Russian array. He stated that

a large gun and some shells were buried

in the ground under the floor of the Kor-

sakovak prison, and these were dug out.

He also stated that the Russians le-

st royed by Are 100,000 roubles in notes

on the bill of VlaJImirovka prior to sur-

rendering to the Japanese.

It has now been ascertained tbat Lieu-

tenant GunJI. the head o( the Patriotic

League, who waa captured by the Rus-

sians at Kamschatka last year, U alliv

and in good health. He la still In 1

A Russian official among the prisoners

of war who have arrived at Aomorl states

that the civil officials of Koraakovsk re-

treated to a forest about 22 miles north of

the city at the request of the commander

or the garrison before the landing of it*

Japanese Army. In the forest they suf-

fered Intensely from the cold at night ani

from the numerous insect* to be found la

the woods. (The Saghalien mosquito *s

notoriously voracious.) Cannonading wis

heard for several days and nights, and a'.l

were more or less disconsolate before ill*

Russian Army was compelled to retreat

from Korsakov.sk. During the voyag*

from Saghalien to Aomorl heavy weather

was experienced and the passengers ful-

lered considerably, but they were treat* 1

with much klndnesa and civility, and tie

Russian prisoners could And no word*

to adequately express their thanks for lb;

kind treatment they received at the san<:>

of the

Friday, July 28/A.

THE INVASION OKSAOI1AUKN.

OCCUPATION OF ALEXANDROVSKY.

JAPAN Mil AMI BVS9IAN OFFICIAL ACCOl XTr-.

The following dispatch from Admiral

Katjoka. Commander-in-Chief of the squa-

dron in the north, was published yester-

day by the Naval Staff of the Imperial

Headquarters :
—

" The squadron got under weigh from

a certain rendezvous on a date Axed, in

convoy of army transports on expedition

to the north. About this time a dense

rot/, which had covered the sea for several

days past, lifted, and the sky cleared.

The »ea waa as calm as If covered wl.h

oil, there not being even a ripple on Um
water.

" At daylight of the 23rd Instant a

south-easterly breeze sprang up and there

wa.i z. dense fog all day. accompanied by

a light rain. Vision wag occasionally in-

terrupted, but the squadron matatainevl

perfect order.

"The advance division under Admire

Dm reconnoitred the coast and carried

out operations of clearing mines from tea

sea along the shore selected for the land-

ing of troops In the vicinity of Aleian-

drovaky. On the 24th the pilot >joat» led

the transports Into the scone where :ii

clearing operations had been completed.
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the vessels entering one by one as the

operations progressed. Then a party of

marines was landed, who occupied that

part of the shore necessary (or the land-

ing of troops without opposition from th-:

enemy. Disembarkation was commenced,
and the Naval landing-party withdrew,
leaving the protection of the place to the

Army. The piers at Alexandrovsky.

Nloml. and Mukake remained Intact, and I

they proved very useful to the squadron.
The enemy burnt down the village of

Smlna and set fire also to Alkowa, which
Is still burning. Alexandrovsky escaped

from the flames. A report reached me
at half-past seven In the evening (24th),

stating that the Japanese flag was to be

seen flying over the Government building

of Saghalien at Alexandrovsky, while
some other houses in the city were
similarly adorned. Our squadron suffered

no damage, and there was no loss of life."

A dispatch from the Saghalien army
states that the troops commenced land-

ing at about 3 o'clock in the evening
of tho 24th In the vicinity of Alkowa
without meeting any strong opposition.

A further dispatch from the

army published yesterday by the War
Office says :—

" At 1 o'clock on the afternoon of the

24th instant a party for the protection o(

the landing at Saghalien drove the enemy
in the vicinity of No. 1 AJkowa and oc-

cupied the line from Borowtnka and No.

2 Alkowa. The force of the enemy there

was composed of a battalion of infantry

and hundreds of volunteers sent from
Nlcolalevsk. and about 8 guns sent from
Alexandrovsky, and the enemy retreated

eastward In disorder to the hilly district

in tho direction of Luikoff. A detachment
of Infantry, which was sent by sea to

occupy the Alexandrovsky Pier under the

convoy of a destroyer, succeeded In secur-

ing that position beforo the enemy had
time to burn It, as they were preparing to

do. Tho enemy repeatedly advanced to

attack the party, but was repulsed each
time, and the pier was maintained un-

damaged with the assistance of the troops

on shore.

" A detachment sent to occupy Mukaty
In co-operation with torpedo-boats drove
a small force of the enemy from there

and captured about 40,000 tons of coal

ami materials for the construction of a
light railway. At 3 In the afternoon a

detachment occupied No. 3 Afkowa. and
a continent marched on to Alexandrov-

sky. which was taken at 7.15 in the

evening after the enemy, who made a

stand there, hail been routed. The enemy
took up a position on a redoubt on the

north-east of the city and continued the

resistance. Our detachment kept up a

severe attack against the enemy which

lasted until sundown. At daylight on the

25th the assault on the enemy was
renewed and the Husslans were at last

pressed to Nomlhallovskoe.
" On the same day Duye was completely

occupied, and Alexandrovsky was saved

from destruction by Are.

" During the lighting on the 24th, about

200 prisoners were taken, in addition to

seven gun and ammunition carriages and

quantities of provisions, fodder and cloth-

ing."

Reuter's service sends to Tokyo the

following report of General Llpnoff, dated

the 23rd Instant, on the activity of the

Japanese squadron in the Straits of

Tartary :
—

At 8 30 o'clock on the morning of ths
23rd Instant a number or Japanese war-
ships were sighted near Alexandrovsky.
Two of them advanct-d northward ; while
the rest remained off Mm. bombarding
tliat port. Our Are had no effect what-
ever. At 11 a.m. several large war-ships
were sighted to the south. At noon two
Japanese torpedo-boats arrived off the
mouth of the Alkoff river and fired upon
the shore. The Japanese cruisers and
four torpedo-boats which were stationed
off Dul have now disappeared.

On the authority of a Japanese officer

who has just arrived from Saghalien, an

Aomorl dispatch states that, after the

occupation of Korsakovsk on the 10th

Instant, the Shlrakawa battalion was sent

to the north-west of Korsakovsk to re-

connoitre the position of the enemy, with

a view to occupying the village of

Burlny. The country In that direction

was wooded so thickly that It proved

Impossible for the battalion to proceed in

marching order. Tbey had to convey guns
and gun carriages separately, and It was
not until daylight on the following morn-

ing, after experiencing many difficulties,

that the battalion reached the village.

Over ten hours were occupied In march-

ing a distance of about four miles. None
of the enemy were found In the village,

and It was occupied without any difficulty-

Only twice on the way did the battalion

encounter any resistance from the enemy,

and it was very slight In each instance.

Burlny has

The NUhlkubo battalion, which marched

to Dallneye, occupied the place un-

opposed, and It has been renamed Nishi-

kubo-macbi. Ensign Ito, of the Shlrakawa

battalion, who was sent in advance as a

scout, had proceeded about four milea

northward from Dallneye when some
of the enemy were discovered

hidden In the undergrowth. The Ensign

Immediately proceeded to make an at-

tack, and tho enemy being found in

force, two battalions later came to hla

assistance, and heavy fighting ensued,

during which Major N'lshlkubo and several

others were killed or wounded. In the

bombardment on the following morning

(12th). the commander of the enemy's

artillery was severely wounded, and this

greatly discouraged the enemy, who de-

stroyed their guns and retreated. Ensign

Ito. of (he Shlrakawa uattallon, pursued

the enemy for a distance of about four

miles. At this time a Russian was dis-

covered standing behind a large tree. He

was arrested, offering no resistance, and

subsequently proved to be Lieutenant

Maxim of the late cruiser "Novlk"
He was wounded on the fingers of

the left hand. Ensign Ito and bU
men marche! about a mile further,

when he »ai wounded, being shot

in the side, and Ensign Tagucbi
kept up the pursuit until 4 p.m. Captain

Mibu, who marched to Vladlmirovka.

occupied the place unopposed, and It has

been renamed Ilarukl-marhl after the

name of the commander of the battalion :

while the village of Peresmlakl will la

future be known as

A batch of 162 Russian prisoners, non-

combatants, taken in Saghalien. arrived

at Yokohama on Wednesday. After mak-
ing affirmation at the Kencho. the pri-

soners were handed over to the French

Consul at Yokohama to be sent home.

OPERATIONS IN NORTH KOREA.

The Japanese Army In North Korea

news from Seoul to the effect that on the

afternoon of the 24th Instant a detach-
continues active. The Aiahi receive*

ment of the Japanese Army In North
Korea occupied Pu-ryong and Pukoc'uln

unopposed. The Russian cavalry at Pu-

ryong hurriedly retreated on observing

the approach of tho Japanese.

SITUATION IN MANCHURIA.

RLTOBT FROM OENER.lt. I.INEVrTCIT.

The Foreign Office at Tokyo has re-

ceived, through Reuter's agency, a re-

port from General Llnevltch on the situa-

tion In Manchuria. The report Is dated

July 22nd. and Is to tho following

At 10 o'clock on the morning of tho
20th instant, our garrison at Hallung-
cheng marched In two columns and
pressed hard on a Japanese position three
miles north of Yuluntze. Our right wing
advanced from the front, and the left

wing wheeled round to the enemy's right

flank. Relng thus surprised, the enemy
retreated without offering any resistance,

and we occupied the position. Tho
enemy halted at a fortified position to

the west of Yuluntze.
Our columns were, however. In an un-

favourable situation at the advance posi-

tion of the enemy, and were compelled to

retreat northward.

THE CASE OF THE " OREL."

No petition having been filed for tho

release during the prescribed time of tho

Russian hospital ship " Orel," which was

seized In the Battle of the Japan Sea. the

steamer was declared by the Saseho Prize

Court on the 25th instant to be confiscated.

The chief accountant of the Russian Reu

Cross Society has filed a petition for the

release of 57.000 francs In cash rarrieu

by the steamer, and the petition is to be

heard at the Saseho Prize Court to-day

(28tb).
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THE INVASION OF SAGHA LI EN.

'

In a dispatch published yesterday by

the Naval Staff of the Imperial Headquar-

ters Admiral Kataoka. Commander-in-

Chief of the squadron sent to the north,

report* that he has received the following

OMWee from the commander of a divi-

sion of his squadron sent to De Castries

Bay. on the coast of Sileila. about cn

miles across the Gulf of Tartary In a

north-easterly direction from Alexandrov-

sky on Saghallen :
—

"On the afternoon of the 24th we
landed in the viciniiy of Crest Camp, and

found lhat all the soldiers who had bBMI

guarding the lighthouse had fled. Th,

caps of one officer and seven bluejackets

were left there.

" At Tsukoi or Tsupol. near the light-

house, there la a house Id which a tele

Phone apparatus Is fitted, and the tele-

phone is connected with the lighthouse.

In the house there were 21 beds, but tlx

building was quite deserted. The con-

struction of the lighthouse is magnificent,

and its storehouse Is well stocked with

provisions.

"Subsequently we advanced furth-r

within the bay and approached Basalt

Island, when four guns were observed

[>o«ted In the direction of the Alexan-

drovsky telegraph office (a city of the

same name as the capital of Saghallen).

and suddenly two of the guns fired upon
us. We returned the fire, and the enemy
was silenceJ. Subsequently the city was
seen to be ablaze, and an explosion look
place, apparently as the result of the

blowing up of a powder magazine."

the hands of the Japanese, who are new

using It for their own necessities. Th»

officer mentioned that potatoes and cal>.

bages are very plentiful, but as showing

the difference between the climate anil

lhat of Japan he observed that cucum-

lers only grew to two or three Inches in

length.

OPERATIONS IN MANCHURIA.

A Japanese officer who arrived at

Aomorl on the 20lh Instant states that

the temperature In Saghallen at mid-day
is almost the same as at Aomorl, the

tliei mnmeter registering l>etween 70 and
no degrees Fahrenheit ; but by night

the temperature goes down very low. fog

generally prevailing, while One weather

cannot be relied upon for more than

two days a week. Korsakovsk Is the only

city which has bc->n burnt down by the

Russians, all the other cities and villages

now in the ocrupatlon of the Japanese

army remaining Intact and providing

go! quarters. A new Km -Man military

hospital at Vladimlrovka has fallen Into

Speaking to the Mojl correspondent of

hte Otaka UainicM, a Japanese offlrer

who arrived at that port from the front

states that a party of cavalry patrol*,

sent out by a certain army corps about

a fortnight ago. discovered that a strong

force of cavalry under General Mlstehenlio

had commenced a general movement, »p-

parcntly with the object of outflanking

the extreme left of the Japanese army.

When this was observed a certain section

of the Jaitanese army was Immediately

ordered to move on the left flank, anj

precautionary measures were taken

against attack. Seeing the preparedness

on the part of the Japanese, General

Mistcheuko abandoned his plan, and re-

paired 10 his lormer position.

Sutxhni, July ffltk.

ARBITER'S telegram which was dis-

patched on July 27th from London,

but which was delayed by the Censor.

"General Linevltch reports that on the

24th instant the Japanese landed a batta-

lion at De Castries Bay. south of the

mouth of the Amur.

THK PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

AIXEOKD FORECAST OF JAPAN'S CONDITIONS.

A Washington dispatch to the Atahi

dated the 28th instant states that the

peace plenipotentiaries will meet on the

afternoon of the 5th August and proceed

to the place of negotiations on the follow-

ing day. What is alleged to be the sub-

stance of the terms to be brought forward

by Japan are published In Washington

as follows :
—

1.—An Indemnity sufficient to cover

the expenditure Japan has incurred in

connection with the war.
2.—The cession of Saghallen.

3.—Transfer of the lease of the Liao-

tung peninsula and the Chinese Eastern

Railway.
4.—Recognition of the suzerainty of

Japan over Korea.
5.—Restoration of Manchuria to China.

While this appears a very plausible

forecast, we believe It is to be regarded

purely as newspaper speculation. A

Washington dispatch to the Oxaka Shimpti

of the same date Is to the effect that

Japan will not allow the negotiations to

be of a protracted nature and will insist

lhat the proceedings must he speedily

concluded and that the terms proposed

by Japan >hall be accepted without pro-

d-as! ination. 'ine Shimpa dispatch gives

the demands of Japan In Identical terms

to those published In the Amhi dispatch.

THE WRECK OFF SAG II ALIEN.

The
yesterday's Is

reported In our

to have been wrecked

on (he coast of Saghallen proved to be

the German steamer " Ceclle," a Press

boat chartered by Baron Krleglsteln.

the correspondent of the Berlin I.okal

Ametger. The following particulars are

now published by the Navy Department

concerning the wreck of the steamer:—
Ihe German Minister In Tokyo having

learned that the German steamer "Ceclle."

1,268 tons, had stranded at Kataoka-mlsakl
(Cape Patience) on the eastern coast of
Saghallen. and that a portion of the crew
had landed at Tlfmemef (?) In a boat,
applied for assistance to be rendered to

the rrew. Succour was duly given by the

squadron sent to the north, and the com-
mander in charge of these operations has
forwarded the following report :

—
" The correspondent of the Lokal An-

zriger, a Journal published in Berlin, is

the owner of the steamer 'Ceclle,' the
master of which was a commander of

I

the German Navy In reserve. The stea-

mer left Shanghai on June 4th. passed

north of the Takatsura group and Oseki
I*lind. proceeded along the Japanese
coast some 50 to (M miles off the shore,

from the south of Hacaijo Island, and

arrived at Petropavlovsk. Kamchatka, oa

the loth. Leaving there on the l'.tth, the

steamer encountered a gale and took

shelter on the south of Horomushiro Is-

land, and leaving on the 22nd. attempted

to proceed direct to Nleolaievsk by way

of the north of Saghallen. but was com-

pelled to retire southward on account <'.

Hnatlng Ice. On the 27th the steamer

stranded at Bratkovsk. about 25 m)li»

north-west of Kataoka-mlsakl. In spl:e

of the bad weather and other obstacle:

we succeeded In rescuing the crew ot tin

stranded steamer, consisting of four

Germans, two Englishmen, one Norwe-

gian, and thirty-six Chinese (one of tbr

learn that Baron Krleglsteln proceed**

arrived at Otaru on the 2rtth instant. Wj
learn that Baron Krleglsteln proceeded

to Nleolaievsk overland."

AN ESCAPED WAR PRISONER.

A policeman on patrol on the

line sertion of HlmeJI Station was

passing a siding where several sup-

posedly empty compartments were

standing, when his attention was attracted

by the sound or snoring. On placlne his

lantern to the window of one of tie

coaches he espied a burly Russian pri-

soner sound asleep. The policeman did

not disturb the prisoner's slumbers, oat

immediately informed the authorities,

who lost no time In recapturing the Kn*-

sian. It seems that the roan. who is

regarded as slightly deranged, escaped W
climbing over the wall of the prisoners'

quarters at the Sakata branch depot.
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CAVALRY IN THE WAR
!

RUSSIAN ERRORS AND JAPANESE
DRAWBACKS.

[BT IUB KXAHtK.]

QCXEBAL NOOl'8 HEAIKJCARTEH3 |

30th June, 1905.

An army in the field must necessarily

be composed mainly of infantry. The
destructlveness of rifle fire has l>een de-

numerated in modern warfare so effec-

tively that the Infantry weapon is re-

cognizor on all handB as the arm which

turns the tide of battle. All strategy

alms at the throwing of an army of In-

fantrymen at some weak spot In the

enemy's defence. And all tactic* resolve

themselves Into the effort to bring pre-

ponderating rifle fire to near at the

decisive point.

Experience has proved that to employ

infantry effectively the presence of cer-

tain auxiliaries Is essential. Of these the

most important are artillery and cavalry.

And as to the degree in which the latter

is valuable as an auxiliary the Russo-

Japanese war has much Illustrative evi-

dence to offer.

The functions of cavalry in regard to

Infantry may be divided broadly Into

three heads, under one or which it will

be found Is included all of the various

duties required of the mounted arm.

These are (a) to show the Infantry where

to strike, (b) to protect the vital lines

of supply whilst the Infantry fights,

and (c) pursuit of a beaten enemy.

Fnaided by the eyes of the cavalry* slow-

moving Infantry Is Impotent to perceive

a weaUnen in the enemy, and unprotected

by a wing of cavalry, Its flank may be

circled by opposing cavalry and the com-

munications broken. Briefly, cavalry

scouts for an army, on the alert against

attack or ready to search out a crevice In

the armour of the opponent. It goes

without saying that during operations it

Is necessary for cavalry to hold its own
against opposing cavalry by fighting.

The prime value of cavalry lies iu its

mobility. As an actual fighting unit in

battle a body of cavalry is much Inferior

to an equal body of Infantry. The dis-

crepancy U less marked If the cavalry-

man carries a rifle, but there is alwayB

the encumbrance of the horses which

require the attention of one man in every

four when the rifle Is employed. Having
postulated that tactics resolve themselves

into the effort to obtain a preponderance

of rifle Are, it Is evident that the neces-

sity to dispense with one quarter of a

of mounted riflemen before their

can be brought to boar really

lessens the value of that body. On the

other hand the mobility of the mounted
rifleman compensates for his compara-

tive Ineffectiveness ; to such a degree. It

la believed, that In the British army
elaborate arrangements have been made
for the provision and training of what
is known as mounted infantry.

Granted the value of mounted and

mobile men as an auxiliary to Infantry,

the question arises what Is the

with which they shall be armed, and what

the nature of the training to which they

shall be subjected. These things depend

upon whether the mobility of a mounted

man is regarded as secondary to his

function as a rifleman, or whether his

weapon shall be merely that most

adaptable to his mobility. In other

words, are mounted men wanted for their

riding or their shooting?

Turning to the conflict now proceeding

In Manchuria It is found that in one

respect it differs considerably from other

great wars, particularly those which have

been fought on level ground. Cavalry

has bepn conspicuous not by Its absence

but by its utter and astonishing Ineffec-

tiveness. From Liaoyung northwards

both armies have occupied part of the

level plain traversed by the Liao river.

The right of the Rust ian army and tho

left of the Japanese have faced each

other for nearly twelve months In country

as flat as a billiard table and aB suitable

for cavalry evolutions as any of the Low

Countries In which the famous leaders of

last century made their reputations. Here

have been conditions Ideal to the employ-

ment of shock tactics j a veritable Joust-

ing ground where the vaunted Russian

cavalry might have run atllt at the

sword-worshlpplng Japanese. Yet no

single Instance has been recorded of

combat between mounted men, and to the

beRt of my belief none has occurred. Is

ft. then, that those who advocate the

substitution of mounted Infantry for

cavalry are In the right ; that the lancer,

hussar and dragoon of picturesque

memory have become obsolete In these

lays of the breechloadlng rifle ? Almost

It would seem so.

But for two Important considerations

the case for mounted Infantry might

well be deemed as proved. These con-

siderations, however, are of such a

nature as to lead the observer to directly

opposite conclusions—to conclude actually

that cavalry pure and simple Is as useful

to the army of to-day as It was to the

army of Napoleon's day ; and that It is

totally erroneous to suppose that mounted

Infantry can efficiently replace cavalry.

The cause of the Ineffectiveness of

Japanese cavalry is not far to seek. The

are the most Intelligent of the

soldiers, and their many fine

patrol performances are evidence of the

sound methods In which they have been

trained. The weakness lies In the poor

quality of the horses and the fact that

the Russian cavalry outnumbers them by

six to one. Marked Inferiority of force,

in all forms of rivalry, is a fatal disad-

vantage, and it Is for this reason that the

Japanese have failed to shine In the role

which experience has assigned to cavalry.

The Russian cavalry, on the other hand,

is estimated to number 30,000 sabre... a

force of mounted men which under the

circumstances ought to have made the

lives of the Japanese commanders on the

1 flanks of the army a burden to them.

;

Instead of which life In the rear of the

I Japanese front has been a sinecure, a

! positive dolce far niente. undlsturb-d

even by the distant flashing of any of

these countless sabres.

Proof that If the sabre* had been rifles

something could have been accomplished ?

Very far from It. It Is because the Rus-
sian cavalry, nrmed as It is with rifle and
—shade of Bcydlltl !— bayonet, is tr.Hne.1

to flght on foot, thereby throwing
away Its most valuable weapon, mobility,

that it has proved no more effective on
the field than a (lock of sheep. That the
microscopic force of Japanese BMahy
has held the Russian throughout the
campaign, an exceedingly remarkable per-

formance when it Is remembered how In-

differently the Japanese are mounted,
testifies clearly enough that there must be
something futile about the arming and
training of the Russians

The history of the Japanese cavalry in

this war consists of one long record of
laborious observation, an eternal alert-

ness to compensate for lack of numbers
and of mobility. There have been bril-

liant episodes, such as the reconnais-

sances from Fenghwancheng to the

north-east of Mukden and from the Sh.ilin

to the neighbourhood of Harbin. But
where the tactics In which they a»-e

trained mltht have been employed .hi

Japanese bav» been compelled to boM off.

Almost Invariably they have met the

Russian eavalr.- in superior force, and
where numbers were equal they had still

to face men loach more heavily mounted
and of considerably longer reach. It la

not the policy of the Japanese to risk

their slender force of Irreplaceable cavalry

In quixotic tilting ; the

are needed for

and rconnoitring. And so we have
seen nothing of the shock tactics that the

cavalryman dreams of in his sleep, and
the mere thought of which makes the

mounted Infantryman gnash his teeth.

The Russian cavalry, however, has
created so much dust on frequent occa-

sions that It often has been Impossible to

see the tails of the horses. Throughout
the campaign of 19tM and up to date In

the present year. Rennenkampf. In com-
mand of half the force available for tne

flanks, has remained burled In the

mountainous country east of the railway.

Here Ihe Russian cavalry, closely attended
by infantry, has done yeoman service

for the Japanese. Bottled up In the

deavour to threaten Kurokl's com-
munications when the Flm Army was
peacefully encamped at Fenghwancheng.
At Salmatse the Japanese Infantry easily

checkmated him. a ridiculous commentary
on tho capacity of the cavalry and the

understanding of tho commander who was
responsible for the Idea of employing
cavalry in the mountainous regions be-

tween the Yalu and the railway.

On the other flank Mlstchenko has per-

formed some circus tricks for the edifica-

tion of military critics, and to the dis-

illusionment of those who hoped that

when an opportunity really occurred the

Russian cavalry would Justify Its exist-

ence. His raid on Newchwang last

January was a masterly exposition of

the possibilities of cavalry In general, and
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of the hopeless uselessness of the

cavalry In particular. Encumbered with

, the Russians were poor as riflemen

lances, but encumbered with

rifle and bayonet, they were rotten as

cavalry. Detachments reached the rail-

way In two places and did as much
aa occupied a repairing gang for

ours. They were within striking

distance of a great supply depot, and

these bold mountel Infantrymen watted

to Fee the handful of Japanese In occupa-

tion run of their own accord. Instead of

making them run. Immensely superior

in numbers, the Russians showed them-

selves devoid of any rfile whatever, unless

that of harrying the unfortunate Chinese

villagers constitutes a legitimate raUon

fl'/lre. They failed as cavalry and they

failed as riflemen, and the reason of the

failure was that they are neither flesh,

fowl, nor good red herring. They are

organised as cavalry, but have been

trained to dismount nn service. In pearc

they are armed with lance and sword and

In war they are asked to fight with rifle

and bayonet. Truly an anachronistic state

of existence. Last month Mlstchenko,

marching 45 miles In four long summer

days, again descended on the Japanese

flank, mopped up a couple of companies

and a field hospital, frightened a number

of Chinese carters, and stopped before a

thin line of infantry guarding the ap-

proaches to Slnminglln. where Japanese

supplies are stored sky high. Had he

known It, he was within an ace of pick-

ing up a number of distinguished British

oflkers. some journalists of no mean re-

pute, and a famous foreign General who
has been specially rewarded by his

monarch for gallantry. Rut an Inferior

number .of riflemen checked the advance,

and no use was made of the mobility of

the column except to retire by a circui-

tous route.

To harass an army In the field Is an

Important function of cavalry, but its

primary rOle Is to assist the Infantry In

battle. The great struggle at Mukden
affords an opportunity for examination

of the manner In which cavalry

utilised In practice, or might have

utilised. In the west Mlstchenko is be-

lieved to have commanded some sixty

snuadrons. as against sixteen employed
by the Japanese. Apart from the divi-

sional organisation, which assigns a re-

giment to each division. It will be noted

that the Japanese massed the whole of

their cavalry on their left flank, where
the most Important movement of the

battle took place. Outnumbered by
nearly four to one, the Japanese were
able to cover this flank and protect their

communications whilst Nog! turned the

Russian right. During the mancruvre
they diverted a strong detachment to

Sln-mlng-tln. thus reducing the ratio of
their strength to that of the

From 4th to 10th March Nogl

ging away at the Russian barrier west

and north-we*t of Mukden, and In the

latter stages of this p<rlod his army was

considerably crippled by losses and ex-

haustion. Yet a comparatively trifling

number of Japanese cavalry was able to

save Nogl'g army from harassment by

the mounted men of the enemy. Mean-

while the Russians were hard pressed in

their effort to preserve a front for pro-

tection of the retirement. Had Mlstchenko

on any one of these four last days boxed

up the Japanese cavalry with a portion

of his own and descended on Nogl's rear

with the remainder he would not only

have completely relieved the situation,

btit he would have utterly disorganised

Noel's army, deprived him of supplies

and ammunition, and generally ruined the

Japanese plan.

Shock tactics In the days of muzzle-load-

ing rilles were understood to mean the

assault of Infantry by masses of cavalry.

And how effective a cavalry charge could

be Is within the knowledge of all who dip

Into military history. But the .magazine

rifle, which rermlts the firing of many

shots per man in a short period of time,

has rendered the chances of cavalry on-

slaught exceedingly remote. Shock tac-

tics In these days refer to the shock of

cavalry against cavalry. Vet at Mukden

it is undeniable that well handled

cavalry might have ridden over the Japan-

eye Infantry time after time. The Japan-

ese dislike animals generally and hate

horses. A cavalry charge would have

struck terror into them, and no observer

of events and things In this war can doubt

that the advent of a sufficient body of

hard-riding lancers and swordsmen would

have upset Japanese nerves.

So far ai my information goes the Rus-

sian cavalry weat of Mukden never once

took the offensive during the battle.

Strapped up with rifle and bayonet they

are incapable of wielding the sword; their

lances, except In the case of a small pro-

portion of the Cossacks, have been left In

Russia. And so It wag useless to contem-

plate old-fashioned cavalry work. But

the Japanese communications were &n

easy mark, and It Is one of the oustand-

ing features of Russian tactics that tney

did not avail themselves of so glaring an

opportunity. Even as mounted Infantry

they should have been able to destroy

Nogl's communications. Yet they never

initiated a single attempt at interference.

The deduction Is obvious— either

training or arming must be at fault,

When a mounted man dismounts h?

sacrifices his mobility to become a weak

Infantryman. The Russian cavalry has

been trained to fight dismounted, and the

result is that they have divested them-

selves of the one arm which many keeti

observers believe might have availed to

turn the tide In their favour. The battle

of Mukden was a defeat.—not the great

disaster which the European Press. mlaUd
by hysterical

aggerated Jai

At one period the

In the balance, and it is no wild statement

to amy that if the Russian cavalry h*d
been armed and trained in orthodox
cavalry fashion, and handled in a man:ier
consistent with cavalry tradition, Mukden
would have proved a drawn battle. It is

my firm belief, a belief shared with m^ity
others more competent to judge, that if

French, with ten tnousand British cavalry,

had been given a free hand early In the

war on the Russian side, there would
have been no necessity for Kuropatkln to

retire from his strong positions at Llao-

yang. And 1 have no less hesitation In

saying that, if the same able commander
had been attached to the Japanese side

at Llaoyang or at Mukden, there would
be no Russian army In Manchuria to-day.

En pattant. It may be remarked that if

the Japanese cavalry had been capable

of pursuit at Mukden It would have
proved a terrible thorn In the already
bleeding Russian side. As it waa. the

Japanese were outnumbered
; hence com-

pletely Ineffective, despite the vainglo-

rious dispatches suggesting otherwise.

The Japanese, inhabiting a hilly country

practically devoid of wide plains, and
having comparatively little use and small
liking for horses, have restricted the

cavalry arm in tteir military organisation
to Ute smallest possible dimensions. The
war has brought home to them the value

of cavalry, and one of the very first re-

forms In their army will be the aug-
mentation of the mounted branch of

service. To this end, and for the re-hors-

ing of their artillery, they have recently

imported a large number of Australian
horses, ready, upon accllmatisadon. to be
Incorporated In the army now in the fleld.

should the war continue. The Japanese
are an eminently practical people.

Through the weakness In their own
cavalry and from the consciousness that

properly-handled Russian cavalry could
have played havoc with their dispositions

In action and In Inaction, they have learnt

the cavalry lesson, and they mean to

profit by It. It Is impossible to observe
events In the war and to discuss the
question with Japanese officers, and offi-

cers of many foreign armies, without
being forced to the conclusion that the

Japanese are sound in tbelr interpreta-

tion of the cavalry lesson—that genuine
cavalry, and plenty of It. Is essential o
an army.

SKIRMISHES IN MANCHURIA.

A Russian official dispatch from Harbin
published at Shanghai yesterday state*

that on the 20ih and 21st Instant bcoius

were sent la Um direction of Nanshan-
chengtze In the direction of Hailungcheng,
and the Japanese Bred upon them, killing

one man and wounding another. The
Cossacks at a position near that point

fired upon the Japanese patrols and killed

and six men.
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CAFI-URED STEAMER
RE-NAMED.

Notification has been Issued by the

Navy Department, announcing that the

captured German steamer " Veteran " has

placed under the commli

Saseho Port Admiralty.

The "Veteran" is a

tons registered al

of the

of 1.199

Bay. She was captured by the gunboat

" Tatsuta " on the morning of November

19th last outside Port Arthur, on her way

from Tslngtao to Port Arthur with a

of clothes, i

Tites'lay. A hi/ list 1st.

Et'TEH wires under date of July

29th :
—

" A strong Japanese squadron Is

blockading Vladivostok."

THE INVASION OF SaGHALIEN.

Japanese ofviciai, Huroais.

A dispatch from the Japanese Army in

Saghalien reached the Imperial Head-

quarters on Saturday to the following

effect :
—

" Early on the 27lh July the Army com-

menced a march in pursuit of the enemy,

and at 3 o'clock in the afternoon the out-

post occupied Depenskae and the cavalry

entered Luikov. A detachment whieu

pressed the enemy In the vicinity of Nomi-

hallovsko occupied the Russian position

In the vicinity of Wedelnlkovsky. and dis-

persed a force of the enemy, consisting of

infantry and artillery, pursuit being un-

dertaken. The temperature was very

high on this day, the thermometer read-

ing 93 degrees Fahrenheit."

A later report, which arrived on Sun-

day, says :—
" On the afternoon of the 27th July an

Independent corps of cavalry, working

with the left wing of the Army, enteral l

Luikov, but finding the situation danger-

ous, withdrew from the place by night.

The army commenced Its movements at 3

o'clock on Friday morning, with a view

to quickly occupying Luikov and defeat-

ing the enemy thereabouts before vhe

main force of the enemy had the opportu-

nity of leaving the elevation It was oc

cupying on the west of Luikov. This

work was entrusted to the left wing. Tbi

outpost of the left wing. In cooperation

with the Independent corps of cavalry,

persistently attacked the enemy at the

northern end of Luikov. and succeeded in

entering the city, when fighting ensued

In the streets. We carried the town at

8 .10 a.m.

"The main force faced our right wing,

which drove the enemy In the direction of

Wedelnlkovsky and marched in pursuit.

The enemy retreated southward In dis-

order last night by a small path between

Maloffmoff (about Ave miles west of

Luikov) and Taleo (about 10 miles soutn

of Luikov).
" A detachment sent southward In pur-

suit of the enemy encountered about 800

of the enemy's Infantry at noon about

8 mlllemetres south of Luikov. wh-n

about 200 of them were shot down an-!

500 taken prisoner,

"The Russian force which faced out-

right wing from yesterday consisted of

about 3.OD0 Infantry, with not less than

eight guns, including four machine gunr-.

while the force which faced our left win?

was estimated at abour 2.000 infantry

with four guns.

" The Russian casualties are heavy and

a considerable number of trophies have

been taken. Particulars of these are now
being compiled."

I Few of the names given above appear
even on the larger maps of Saghalleti,

and the transliteration ix therefor.,

largely a matter of guess-work.]

THE EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

News comes from Tokyo to the effert

that the Japanese Government has agreed

to the exchange of about 300 prisoners of

war—officers only. The names and rank*

of the prisoners to be exchanged will be

published shortly.

WediUHttutf, Any nut 2nd.

THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

M. WITTF. K roslTIOJI.

According to a London telegram It wa*

a representative of the Daily Telegraph

who succeeded in Interviewing If, Witte.

the Russian plenipotentiary by wlrelesss

telegraphy. The telegram, which la dated

July 3lst. says :
—

A special correspondent of the Daily

Telegraph has Interviewed M. Wltte on
board the "Kaiser Wilhelm." and sent

the result by means of wireless telegraphy

to the London Journal. In the course of

the Interview. M. Witte stated that It was
believed by some that negotiations for

peace were about to be opened In New
Hampshire between Japan and Russia.

This, however, was a delusion. " If my
mission." said M. Witte, " was to formally
negotiate for peace, I would feel still

more hopeful of the result. Unfortu-
nately. I am not In such a position. In
opening negotiations for peace. It U
necessary In all rases to make preliminary
arrangements before proceeding* are
formally begun, and In the

no preliminary arrangements have been
made, so there Is yet no basis for negotia-
tions. Practically, I am merely a mes-
senger sent by his Majesty the Tsar to

learn the terms the Japanese Government
will accept. The fact mat the Tsar has 1

sent such a commission will alone suffice

to prove that he is sincere in his with for I

peace, and his action will deserve the
tespect of the whole world and also the

approval of the whole Russian nation.

The ground of negotiation must be based
only upon the work already done—what
has been already accomplished. Any de-

mand based upon future military success,

which can only be presumed, cannot be

accepted, and I cannot recognise a demand
of this character. Should the negotiations

unfortunate!)- end In failure, it will not

be my fault, or due to any want of sin-

cerity or discretion on my part. After all.

my first business Is not to enter upon for-

mal negotiations, but to learn the basis

for the negotiations for the future." In

conclusion. M. Wltte assured the corre-

spondent that the Tsar desired to secure

a true, permanent peace.

It seem B almost Increoiule that M.
Wltte should have made such observations

to a Press correspondent, and indeed the

Telegraph Is rapidly attaining such a

reputation for sensationalism tuat until

the accuracy of the interview is confirmed
it will be l>est to suspend Judgement.

A series of articles I* published by Mie

Xovoye Vremya on the peace question, an I

the following summary of the articles has

been telegraphed to the Foreign Office :
—

The forthcoming peace negotiation
form a question of universal importance,
as the result of the negotiations will

decide the position in the Far East of the

Powers and also the question of the su-

premacy of the yellow or white men.
Russia's responsibility In the negotiation .

is a very onerous one because she lia-

not only to see to her own Interests, but
also to work in the interests of the
European Powers ; and those Powers
may not remain In the position of mere
onlookers. In view of the maintenance
the balance of power In European politic-;

and also because of their own Interests in

the Far East The present meeting of the
Kaiser and the Tsar at sea. from the
viewpoint of Germany, which is alwa\-<

keenly alive to the political situation ol

the world, must be regarded as having
important political significance.
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to the signing of the

Berlin Treaty following the Russo-Tur-
kish War. the intervention of the three
Powers after the Japan-China war, and
the solution of the Morocco question, the
Xoroe \ remya rails the urgent attention

of the Powers to the coming negotiations,

hinting that Russia

Washington dispatch to the A»ohi

that the feeling in diplomatic

circles in Europe shows general confidence

that President Roosevelt will be able to

give such advice as will overcome all the

difficulties which might be engendered in

thp peace negotiations, and that under the

President's guidance proceedings will be

brought to a successful issue.

According to a Washington telegram of

the 31at ultimo, it is seml-officlally an-

nounced that Russia is opposed to the

of Saghallen.

THE INVASION OF SAGHALIEN.

SOME DKT.MI.S OF Till: LANDING.

A transport which arrived at Aomori

on the 31st ultimo from Alexandrovsky

brought news to the following effect :—
The fleet of transports left a certain

base at 4 o'clock on the morning of the
21st July for Saghallen under the convoy
of a naval squadron. During the voyage
the weather was fine, and while the

temperature was very high by day the
nights were bitterly cold, and it was
necessary to put on winter clothing. At
dawn OH the 24th the fleet arrived off

Alkowa. a little north of Alexandrovsky.
A division of the naval squadron which
preceded the transports had completed
the operations for the clearance of mines
and was In readiness tor the anchorage
of the transports. Ppon the anival of

the transports, the Japanese destroyers

opened (Ire upon the enemy on the shore,

anil within about an hour the village of

Alkowa was ablaze as the result of the

bombardment. By this time parties from
various war-ships were landing, and loud
cries of " Bnn«ii !

" were heard from the
shore, while the troops still on the water
Joined the cheering. Presently orders

were given, at about 11 o'clock, that the

army should land The landing was com-
pleted at 4 o'clock In the afternoon. No
mines were laid In the water. The Naval
landing party found the dead hody of a
Russian hanging to the bough of a tree on
the shore. The soldiers carried with

them fishing lines and hooks with a view
to doing a little angling upon arrival at

Alkowa, but no fish could be caught on

the day of arrival, the operation for clear-

ing mines having disturbed the water
On the following days, however, the men
had a good haul.

THE JAPANESE NAVAL
CASUALTIES.

TOTAL THKOl c.llot T THE WAR.

The Naval Department has now pub-

lished a list of the total casualties of the

Navy throughout the war. as compiled

up to the 31st ultimo The total of the

casualty list is 3.673. comprising 2,008

killed and 1.6C5 wounded. Among the

latter are included the very slightly in-

jured. The number of naval men re-

quiring treatment In hospital was 64", of

whom 32 died in hospital.

When the number and extent of the

operations Is taken into consideration, to-

gether with the dangerous service upon

which the Navy was engaged, the casual-

ties reported officially are extraordinarily

4 RBITKR'S message, dated London,
*» August 1st, says that the Inhabitants

of Vladivostok are emigrating en IMN
to Blagovestehenek

From (he same source, also under date

August 1st. it is stated that General

Linevltch contradicts the newspaper re-

ports to the effect that the Russian army
Is surrounded, and declares that the

Japanese attempts to approach him have

been unsuccessful.

•
•

A London telegram of the 1st Instant

announces thai the statement made by

the Tsar In regard to the forthcoming

peace negotiations Is reported to have

been to the following eifect :
—

" Russians

may rely on me never to conclude a

shameful peace, or one unworthy of

Russia's greatness"

The enemy, the force of which was about 25 men, bluejackets and volunteers. They
l.ooo. retreated In disorder southward, in are to be sent to Yokohama and Nara-

the direction of Onor." shino.

The following notification was Issued

on the 1st Instant by the Imperial Head-

quarters :
—

" Lieutenant-General Haragucbl Ken-

sal. Commander of the Kabafuto Arm;.',

Issued a proclamation on July 31st, an-

nouncing that military administration

had been inaugurated throughout the

whole island as from that day."

PRISONERS OF WAR AT
OSAKA.

WALKS IN THE CITY.

OCCUPATION OF SA fillALIEN.

PROCLAMATION OF A MILITARY
ADMINISTRATION.

A dispatch from the Saghallen army
which reached the Imperial Headquarters

on the 1st Instant says :
—

" The Army, after dispersing the

enemy, who was taking up a position

eight kilometres south of Lulkov, pursued

them with vigour, and made sn attack

on the 28th Instant, the enemy fortifying

their position in the vicinity of Haleo.

We carried the position on the same day.

An Imperial Message has been granted

to General Haraguchi, Commander of the

Kabafuto Army. It Is to the effect that

the Kabafuto Army, which recently drove

the enemy from the city of Korsakovsk

and vicinity, and completed the occupa-

tion of the southern part of the island,

has now dispersed the enemy In

Alexandrovsky, the capital city, and has

also driven the Russians from the neigh-

bourhood of Luikov. and completely oc-

cupied those places. His Majesty ex-

presses himseir as highly pleased at the

prompt action and great achievements of

the officers and men of the Kabafuto

Army.

PRISONERS FROM SAGHA LI EN.

Another batch of Russians taken In

Saghalien arrived at Aomori on Monday

afternoon. The prisoners numbered C4.

The naval officers among the Russian

prisoners Interned at Osaka have been

granted freedom to lake walks in (he

streets of the city, but not all the officers

avail themselves of this privilege. There

are 80 naval officers at Osaka, and on

I Saturday and Sunday all but seven or

them made short excursions through th?

streets. The seven who refused the

privilege refused to give their parole

before leaving the depot. Non-rombstaat

officers were given leave to take walkB on

Mondays and Thursdays, but on the first

day only nine went beyond the depot.

The officers when In the city are

followed by plain-clothes policemen, and

it is reported that this course is not

universally approved. A Japanese mili-

tary officer does not agree with the

system. He says the object of the police

may be the protection of the prisoner*,

but It is evident that the presence of the

police Interferes with their freedom. The

officer thinks the system at variance with

the spirit of the Instructions Issued by the

Minister for War granting the prisoners

permission to take walks after giving

their parole not to i
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THE OCCUPATION OF
SAGHALIEN.

of the surrender of the main force of the THE PRISONERS OF WAR.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY
NEAR ALEXANDROVSKY.

of the country near
Alexaudrovsky || given in a dispatch from
Aoniort. Alkowa. the village near where
the Japanese landed, appears to be
pleasantly situated. At present the

climate there resembles that of April In

Japan, and the Iris la In full bloom.

There I* plenty of paHture land, and
judging from the number of cattle, pigs,

horses, and fowls. the Inhabitants are

wholly given up to cattle rearing, £c
Alkowa Is a small village, containing

nol more than fifty houses, of which half

were Bred by the Russians before they

retreated. At midnight on July 24th some
five hundred Russians were taken prisoners

near the village, the houses of which were

found to be filthy. When order was
restored, the Japanese, officers and men,

took advantage of the ample supplies of

fresh meat to be found in the pastures,

and also secured a supply of potatoes, of

which there are good crops. When the

Japanese occupied Alexandrovsky on the

24tb, the Russians made a stand on a

hill three miles from the city. At this

place 130 prisoners and a quantity of

ammunition were taken.

The Russian civil officials at Korsa-

kovsk, with their wives and families. .19

pprsons In all. arrived at Yokohama on

Wednesday from Aomorl. They were

taken charge of by the French Consul,

and left Yokohama for Shanghai by the

• Tstnan " the same day.

Six Russian prisoners who escaped from
the depots at Kokura on the night of the

3<>th ultima, drifted ashore in a boat at

Yasuoka, Yamaguchi prefecture, not very

far from Shimonosekl, on the night of the

1st Instant. The men were subsequently

arrested.

RUSSIAN DESTROYERS ON THE
COAST OF KOREA.

The following dispatch was received by

the Imperial Headquarters yesterday

afternoon :
—

"This morning at 4.48 o'clock two Rus-

sian destroyers appeared off Kyongsyong.
j

about 54 mlliw south of the Tuman, and

fired upon the Japanese steamer ' Kelsho '

which was struck by seven shots in the

engine-room, on the starboard, and about

the bridge. Captain Toyama, master, and

a saloon boy were killed, and the chief

steward and a sailor wounded.

"The Russian destroyers fired about

K0 rounds before they ceased Are at 5.06

o'clock. They steamed away in the

direction of Vladivostok.

"The 'Kelsho" has a heavy list, but Is

still serviceable."

Some of the prisoners or war at Nagoya
have shown enterprise In obtaining sup-

plies of forbidden drinks, for while

alcoholic beverages are strictly prohibited

by the regulations some of the Russians

have been seen drunk lately. The au-

thorities were puzzled, and. suspectlnz

that the drink came rrom outside, a close

watch was set. but without success At

length the curious discovery was made,

according to vernacular papers, that the

prisoners brewed their own beer from

flour, hops, and chopped potatoes. It Is

said that a very wholesome beer was

thus made. We suppose it Is described

as wholesome because It made the m"n
easily drunk.

REPORT FROM GENERAL
LTNEVITCH.

RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF WAR.

A small body of Japanese met with

disaster on the 20th ultimo, when a

patrol of 18 cavalry went to the north of

Vladlmlrovka. Suddenly they were fired

at by Russians hiding in a house. Ensign

Watanabc was killed and 11 men killed or

wounded.

According to Russians taken prisoner,

the Russian forces In Saghallen expected

that the Japanese would land In the

vicinity of Tibisako in the south and at

Nalbutl In the north, and these places

were strongly guarded. Apparently the

troops in those quarters are still Ignorant

The Foreign Office Is in receipt of a

telegram from St. Petersburg stating that

Lleutenant-General Roetllger has been ap-

pointed Minister for War.

General Roediger was born in December

185.1. and joined the army as a cadet in

1870. He rose to the rank of Lieutenant-

Oeneral In 194*1 . and has held the

Directorship of the General Affairs

Bureau in the War Office, and several

other high offices. He received decora-

tions of the First Class of the Order* of

St Anna and of Stanislaus In recogni-

tion of service rendered in the war of

1877-8. and possesses many other decora-

A Reuter's dispatch received hy the

Foreign Office rives the following report

of General Ulnevltch. dated July 29th • —
"On July 23rd our detachment In tre

vicinity of Hailtingcheng encountered a

body of the Chunchuses at the Buangol tm

"On July 24th we marched to Irdar. n.

and after exchanging fire with the enemy
succeeded in occupying the place.

" On July 2fith our detachment i»d-

vanced and exchanged fire with trie

enemy's advance guard. The enemy re-

treated to Malgon and took up a po-ltl»a

there. After bombarding the enemVs
batteries, our detachment assumed the

offensive, and at C p.m the enerov re-

treated, leaving a number of killed and
wounded. Including one officer, on the

field. Our detachment withdrew after

completing this operation."

Saturday. Anr/if.st ~)th.

SAGHALIEN.

THE RUSSIANS SUBDUED.

StHRFXnEB or fOMMAMHn and three

The following dispatch from the Kaba-
futo Army was published yesterday :

—
" On the afternoon of July 28tfc the In-

then) further south, rapturing two field-

pieces, five ammunition carts, and a

quantity of rifle cartridges. On the fol-

lowing day the cavalry, supported by re-

inforcements, pressed the enemy to

Koren (25 miles south of Lykoff) and the

enemy halted at Oro, 25 miles south of

Koren.
" At about 5 o'clock on the morning of

I.lapunoff. Military Governor of Sa-h:i-

llen. The letter stated that In consequeve
of the want of material for dressing r:.«

wounded and also medicine* thev «. a

unable to attend to their wounded, as i

were compelled to ask for the suspensl n

of the campaign for reasons of human i

" The Commander of the Knb*fH'0

army replied accepting the proportl i :\

dependent cavalry In Kabafuto attacked the 30th a messenger arrived at Koren
, condition that all war material. tog<- <r

the enemy south of Kareo, and drove I with a letter from with and Immovable property.
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should be surrendered in its present con-

dition, in addition to all documents and

records of the military administration,

and that a reply should be forwarded to

No. 1 Hamdasa (5 miles north of Ono)

nut later than 11 o'clock on July 31st. It

wafi added that if the reply was not re-

ceived by that time the attack would be

immediately resumed.

"On the 31st Colonel Dornitch, re-

presenting the enemy, visited our Hues

and was received by Major-Geueral

Koizumi. The Russian commissioner

agreed to all the conditions proposed by

the Japanese, and General Ripnoff. with

70 other officers and about 3.2O0 of the

rank and file, surrendered and were made

prisoner. Quantit.es of arms, clothing,

provisions, and fodder fell into our hand."

THE PEACE QUESTION.

JAPANESE PRESS OPINIONS.

A Japanese officer who arrived at

Aomorl on the 3rd Inst, gives further

details of the recent bombardment of the

Siberian coast by the Japanese. He says

the squadron left Its base on a special

mission on July 23rd. It beaded for De

Castries Bay. The day was fine and

clear, and in the afternoon the squadron

having reached the entrance to the bav,

a scouting party was landed. Not a
human being was to he seen. The light-

house was deserted, and a storehouse w-»s

found full of lighthouse material, provi-

sions, &c. Bluejackets ascended the light-

house, from which position a clear view

could be obtained of an Island in the bay.

The Japanese observed a Russian officer

with drawn sword In command of a

battery, but it was Impossible for them

to communicate this news to the

squadron. It is fortunate, says the officer,

that the Russians were bad gunners, for

the squadron was close in. Every shot

the battery fired fell wide. The Japanese

soon responded, and after a severe ex-

change of Are lasting about an hour. It

was seen that both the fort and a town

near by were ablate. A violent explosion

soon afterwards told that the magazine

had been blown up. The bombardment

had the effect of demoralising the

Russians.

The officer gave an account of Rus-

sian tactics on Saghalien. as an Instance

where skill was displayed In decoying the

Japanese. After the occupation by the

Japanese of Lyknff the Russians feigned

to have posted a battery In a mountain

pass It was so well dune that the

Japanese were deceived and shelled the

position. The Russians. Instead of re-

sponding, remained silent and retreated,

followed by the Japanese, who charged.

Another body of Russians with machine

guns were under cover In tbc Lush passed

by the Japanese, and a deadly Ore was

poured in upon them as they approached,
i

men being killed and wounded.

CAPTURED STEAMER AT
SASEHO.

The German steamer recently seized by

a Japanese war-ship near the Luchus was

brought to

Now that the opening of the peace

conference Is approaching the question

of peace is absorbing the public attention

more than ever, the more so owing to

what are considered the rather Indiscreet

utterances attributed to M. Witte and
also the superior tone adopted by the

Husslan journals.

Writing on this subject, the XicM-Xichi
says the tone of the Russian Journals on
the peace question is as superficial as It

is grandiloquent, and only serves to ex-

pose Russia's weak points. Displays of

ill-balanced rhetoric on the part of the
Russian papers, however, are not surpris-

ing, considering that they are actuated
by a desire to make out the best case

possible for their country. But what is

surprising Is that Russian statesmen in

responsible positions should give vent to

expressions of a similar character. These
have gone so far as to allege that Rus-
sia is not so much concerned about peace
as Is Japan, for if the worst comes to

the worst the Russians would simply
evacuate North Manchuria to the " further

north.'' leaving the Japanese In the
lurch. Such an argument, the Tokyo
Journal says. Is not worth the paper on
which it Is printed. The withdrawal of

the Russians further Inland Is actually

what is desired by the Japanese, as In

that case the latter would be enabled

to carry out the occupation of Russian
territory with less expenditure of life

and treasure than would be the case by
Its forcible occupation. Russia, it should
be distinctly understood, must abandon
all hope of the restoration of terrltoiy

tlms occupied by Japan. One can hardly
imagine, however, that the reckless

course advocated by the Russian Press

is seriously entertained by the responsible

authorities In Russia.

There Is no denying, continues the

A'ichi-.YIrJM that Russian finance is in

a deplorable plight. All available re-

sources have been exhausted, the war
chest is empty, and there seems no other

course open than the Issues of non-con-

vertible notes. That France Is in no
mood to provide further funds for Rus-

sia for the continuance of the war Is very

clear from what the Paris correspondent

of the Times has written on liie subject.

Since the fall of Port Arthur the financial

ere lit of Russia abroud has become almost

nil. After the failure of her last loan In

France, Russia had recourse to a domestic

loan, which, though it was claimed as

having been covered tc twice the amount,

appears, from tho disclosures made by

the Paris correspondent of the Financial

Times, only to have reached, so tar as

puldic subscriptions are concerned, on-.- -

eighth of the amount required. However,

the Russian Press may indulge in grand

talk as to the prosecution of the cam-

paign, It is an ill-^onccaled fact that the

Muscovite finance Is on the verge of

bankruptcy. Russia may manage to

temporarise by issuing non-convertible

notes but this would be to add more misery

and distress to the alread- tver-burdened

people, and would be calculated to spread

more discontent among them. In short,

the allegation that the cessation of

hostilities at this stage is more advan-

tageous to Japan than to Russia is no
more true than that the latter Is capable

of a continuation of the war, and the

sooner Russia decides to bow to the

Inevitable the better It will be for her

and her people.

The Tokyo Atahi questions the plenary

powers of M. Witte. The tenor of some
of the recent telegrams, says our con-

temporary, leads the people to doubt

whether M. Witte Is vested with full

power for conducting the peace negotia-

tions. This is discernible even in what
purports to be the conversation of M.
Witte himself. The two Chinese peace
envoys who came to Hiroshima ten years
ago to attempt to make peace were sent

away as they were Imperfectly vested

with plenary power, and from what is

reported It is not at all unlikely that

history may repeat Itself at the coming
conference. Considering the clrcnm-

stances under which the meeting of tit*

representatives of the belligerent coun-

tries has been brought about, one can

hardly imagine that Russia would take

any action likely to cast reflection on her

good faith and sincerity. At the same
time it is doubtful if the Russian Go-

vernment—a veritable hot-bed of conflict-

ing opinions—has agreed to entrust all

the responsibilities of the peace negotla

tions to a man who. whatever his reputa-

tion, has been behind the scenes unt'l

recently. All things considered, we shall

not be surprised, concludes the Asahi. if

we hear of the rupture of the negotiations

at any moment. Should they prove

abortive in consequence of the limited

powers of the Russian envoy, Russin

cannot shirk the responsibility of havtng

abused the good faith of President

Roosevelt as well as of Japan.

The JiH Shimpo thinks that while the

real attitude of the Russian Govcrnnien
-

as regards peace is almost an unknown
quantity, the appointment of M. Witte.

coming, as it did, after the resignation

of men of less weight and le<» peaceful

proclivities, may be taken a-, proof of as

agreement In the policy of the Govern-

ment. From the outset M. Witte bas been

regarded as an advocate of peace, and

consequently his responsibility with

regard to the war Is not like that of IJ

Hung-chang who negotiated peare In the

war of 1854-5. M. Witte could have

declined the appointment if he chose

Ills acceptance therefore implies that ne

has confidence In his ability to success-

fully negotiate terms of settlement. H»

knows that the Russians, despite their

blustering, at heart desire peace, and «
do the Powers. And as, under such

circumstances. Japan will not Insis' en

heavy terms, peace may be restored on

lines acceptable to the Russians M.

Witte probably aims at using the In-

fluence obtained by the successful nei*

tlatlon of peace toward accomplishing :ae

Internal reform of his country. Tils,

however, will prove a very- hard tart *T'a
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of Ws •Willy. Apart from
the reform ot Internal administration
which M. Wltte may or may not con.
template If he counts on Japan's pliability

In the matter of her claims he will be
greatly mistaken, and the conference may
In such case be productive of disastrous
results.

Even the Kokumin, the Government
organ, begins to entertain doubt as to

the plenary power of M. Wltto and the
outcome of the peace conference. If the
telegrams reaching Japan from abroad
regarding peace contain any truth, says
this Journal, It seems useless to entertain

much hope as to the result of the coming
conference. From what is attributed tr>

the utterances of the Tsar and M. Wltte

LAI EST NEWS FROM ST.

PETERSBURG.

THE PEACE OUTLOOK.

wittf's SA«e to Tit k AuraiCAXs.

It would appear that Russia lacks the
j

the Japanese

A telegram from Washington received

by the Government In Tokyo Rays that

according to the latest news from 3t_

Petersburg, the Tsar. In a further reply
to the memorial addressed by him to the

people, gave his assurance that Russia
would never assen' to the cession of ter-

ritory or the payment of an Indemnity.

The telegram also Bays that If. Wltte
Is quite pessimistic a* to the result of the

coming negotiation*, and declares that

to those conventional preliminaries being
dispensed with, and has appointed me his

plenipotentiary and ordered me to

the terms of OB

THE RUSSIAN DESTROYER
RAID.

sincerity and earnestness essential to

attain the object In view. If the report of

the Daily Telegraph correspondent Is to

be believed, M. Wltte's mission is merely
In the nature of a - feeler." We are
willing to assume, the Tokyo Journal con-
tinues, that such Is not the Intention of

Russia, for. If It la true, It Is an Inexcus-
the s,ru8gle.

able act on Russia's part and Is tant-

amount to Insulting Japan and President

Roosevelt and deceiving the whole world.

Even supposing M. Witte's powers are

without flaw, it Is still open to doubt
whether Russia Is really sincere in her
desire for peace If we are to Judge from
the attitude of her statesman and Press.

What makes the prospect anything but

reassuring is that Russia seems to place

herself In a false position, as If she were
dictating termB to Japan Instead of terms
being dictated to her. and as If she
regards the dispatch or a peace envoy to

Washington as a ravour toward Japan.

If Russia 1b not yet awakened from the

blind stubbornness which has charac-

terised her doings throughout. Japan,

however unwilling, will be compelled to

bring her to her senses by less peaceable

means. The lack of earnestness with

regard to peace on the part of Russia Is

perhaps due to the assumption that Japan

so far aa Is known,
are unacceptably excessive. He thinks

the negotiations will probably end In a
week. President Roosevelt, on the other

hand, regards the Issue of the negotia-

tions with optimism. It Is believed that

If Japan keeps to her terms Russia may
abandon the Ussurl district and continue

A New York dispatch waa received lu

Tokyo yesterday to the effect that M.

Wltto has addressed the following mani-

festo to the American Press for the in

formation of the people of America :—
" In response to the praiseworthy efforts

made by the United States for the pur-

pose of bringing about the restoration ol

peace and friendship between the belli

gerent Powers, the Emperor of Russia

ordered me to visit America, with power
to ascertain the terms which our valiant

adversary considers essential as the basis

of peace negotiations. There Is no neces-

sity at this time of my expressing an
opinion on the subject. Perhaps, as the

belligerent countries have met In t In-

field, and each has learned the worth ami
abilities of the other, an opportunity has
now arrived

There was no further news yesterday
of the raid down the Korean coast of two
Russian destroyers, which, according to

an official report, caused severe damage
to the Japanese steamer " Kelsho." two
ot the crew of this vessel being also

killed.

A few days ago the vernacular Press

announced that a strict blockade of
Vladivostok was being maintained by the
Japanese fleet. There has been no official

confirmation of this news, and the fact

that the Russian destroyers were able to
steam southwards over a hundred
Is evidence that It Is not correct.

GENERAL LINEV1TCH
CONFIDENT.

Renter forwards to the Foreign Office

a report of General Linevltch, dated the
31st ult. General Linevltch reports that

dispatches from Korea of the C5th state

that a body of Russian Infantry and
cavalry advanced through the Vussalln
pass, but was repulsed by the Japsnese
at Kobungson. The Japanese pursued

but were checked by the Russian artillery.

In another telegram General Llnevlteb

addresses the Tsar of which the following

Is a summary :—" Reports have been

published by the foreign newspapers that

the Russian army waa entirely sur-

rounded by the enemy and placed In %
very dangerous position. These reports

have been reproduced In the Russian

Press, creating a wrong Impression among

of their representatives and establish

everlasting friendship between them.

This renders It necessary for Russia

to learn first Japan's terms of peace
» already tired of the war. and the hope

and ^ (orm8 , nesotlaUons wm be n.

that Linevltch may yet be able to turn

the tide of battle. If Russia builds her

hopes on such grounds she Is as likely

to be disappointed lu the future as she

has been in the past, for nothing Is

further from the truth on probabilities

than such assumptions.

the Russian people. I herewith beg to

for them to hold a meeting represent to your Majesty that the Rus-

sian army has neither been placed In a

dangerous position or outflanked by the

enemy, who has made repeated but un-

successful attempts to outflank us. The
contesting armies now remain quiet lu

their respective positions, the enemy's

position beng a fairly good distance from

our main lines. The enemy's attempts

to approach the Russian position have all

ended In failure, and the moral of our

forces Inspires in me complete confidence

in the army, which is ready for any task.

"

tered upon only after ascertaining whe-

ther the terms are acceptable or not.

According to diplomatic usage hitherto

In vogue, such preliminary condltlous

should be settled before entering upon

negotiations. In the present case, how-

ever, the Emperor of Russia has agrecJ

Sumltl

THE RUSSIAN DESTROYER
RAID.

A teles-ram ved by the Foreign

Kyongsyong. She escaped uninjured and Russian boats which attacked til

safely arrived at Songjin on Thursday " Keisho " off Kyongsyoag.

afternoon.

It Ims been generally believed In Japan

>amer

Keisho " off Kyongsyoug, were two

tui|Nili>-lM>ats and one three-masted de-

stroyer, and there Ik little doubt that

: there is at lea*! one destroyer at Vladlvot-
Offl.e states that the steamer Kosei- that there were no destroyers at Vladlvos- 1

,ok A- lheg<f M
maru" <;n tons) abo encountered the tok. but only torpedo, boats. Accord lu,. ported from Russia In parts the™ Is no
Russian destroyers on the 2nd instant off 1 to the news reaching Tokyo, however, the reason why there should not be more.
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THE LOSS OF THE " CECIME."

have

flro-

The fate of the Presg lioat known as

the " Cecllie." chartered by Baron von
Krieglstein, has already been recorded

in our columns. Baron Krieglstein him-

self crossed the Straits of Tartary and

when last heard of was endeavouring to

make Harbin overland. Captain Paul

Reineis. First Officer Seller.

Officer Anderson, and Chief

Schnlttflnkc. of the ••Cecllie."

arrive] in Yokohama, and the

named, wen ty a representative of the

Japan Advertiser, gave the following

account of their experience* :—
" After they fousht the Battle of the

Jupan Sea without us." said the Captain

v, Ith a shi ng of his shoul lers. ' we tiled

up to Kamchatka. Why ? Oh, we
needed a little recreation ; we went up

there to shoot bears and foxes. There

are many bear* ami foxes In Kamschatka.
" Well, we stayed a week In Kams-

chatka. shooting bears and foxes as 1

j

said, and on June 19th we left the port
|

of Petropavlovsk on the south-eastern
|

coast of the peninsula. T!ie Barou wanted

to go to Nikolalcvsk. on the east coast

of the Maritime province, you know.

Passing Cape Queen EllitatMMh we en-

countered a field of pack Ice which forced

us to return, looking for a harbour in

which to take refuge until the Ice floe

should be carried away. We discovered

that harbours marked on the chart were

so shallow that no passage Into them

could be had. After steaming about for

a considerable time and being greatly In

need of water for the ship, we shaped

our course south along the west coast of

Saghallcn. hunting for a suitable place

to take in water.

"The morning of June 27th the fogs

which we had encountered frequently

again closed around the ' Cecllie,
- and we

struck a rock.

" Numbers 1 and 2 holds Immediately

filled and we knew that If we got floated

the steamer would sink. There was noth-

ing to do but give up the ship. So w?

took everything movable to Bhore, a bleak,

uninhabited place of rocks and forest*,

and there we built three shelters of logs

where we could store our goods. Then

we determined to go by open boat around

Cape Patience Into Patience Bay. where

according to our charts an ocean tele-

graph was situated at a town called

Tlchmenncu. With these two boats

manned by our Chinese crew and com-

manded by myself, the Second Officer

—

and of course the Baron—we made 187

miles in three days, arriving at Tich-

menneu without Incident.

"There we spent six days, it taking all

that time to send five telegrams to Shang-

hai and receive answers. Wo telegraphed

for assistance, of course, and It seemed

that the German Minister at Tokyo, ap-

prised of our plight, asked the Japanese

Department of the Navy to come to our

rescue. On July 19 the Japanese con-

verted cruiser , commanded by Ad-

miral , arrived at the mouth of the

A

days. We tried twice to reach the
|

Government
cruiser but our boats were nearly capsized

by the heavy seas. On the third day the

war-ship left. We were In despair until

on July 23, when the weather calmed,

the Japanese cruiser returned and we
were taken on board. We were politely

received and courteously treated.

" We earnestly requested the Captain

of the ship to put hack to the place where

we hail stranded, but the Japanese Cap-

tain feared that the coatt being very

poorly charted he would be endangering

his ship. He consented, however, to land

us on the south coast of Cape l'at tenet,

whence we travelled overland to the

place w here the ' Cerille ' was stranded ;

we were accompanied by men and off!

cers from the warship. After removing

all our baggage and ship's Instruments,

Which we had stored in the temporal}

shelu-r on shore, we leN the •Cecllie" to

her rate there on the jagged rocks and

returned to the Japanese war-ship, which

brought us to Otaru on July 2«. Ther.

the Governor paid us a visit of sympathy,

and after (hanking the (jffl<ers of the

Japanese war-ship, we left that place for

Yokohama."
" Bin where Is the Baron?" was askcu

of Captain Kelners.
" A.cb. the Baron : we must not forget

him." replied the Captain with a smile

" The Baron von Krieglstein believes that

you cannot see much war by wa. We
were away down by Hongkong when the

Battle of the Japan Sea was fought. So

lha Baron left us after the third day at

Tlchmenneu and made his way to Alex-

androvsky on the mainland. Thence be

hoped to get to Nikolalcvsk and thenc*

overland to Harbin. He will probably goi

there— In time. The Baron usually geu.

where he wants to."

•Did the Baron lease the •Cecllie* 01

buy It t * was asked of Captain Kelners

by the Interviewer, who recalled the

mooted questions raised In Shanghai.
" Baron von Krleglsteln bought th<

' Cecllie ' outright to be used as a dispatch

boat for the Berlin Lokal Ameiger. which

paper he represents," replied Captain

Kelners.

The Advertiter adds that the names of

warships are left unprlnted through

for the police authorities.

neglected, for. as will be *een, th

appliances did not last out a week.

The troops surrendered with the

Military Governor are about 70 officers

and 3,2i'n of the rank and file, but It is

not known whether these include the

volunteers. It is believed they are all

regulars. The total strength of the Rus-

sian Army In Saghallen consisted of six

battalions of infantry and three batteries

of artillery. In addition to some cavalry

and engineers.

PRISON ERS uk WAR at KoKURA.

TALKING WITH WOML.X Lt.ADs TO TlU.t IIU..

A disturbance among Russian

Is reported from Kokura. It appears that

at 9 o'clock on the evening of the 3rd

instant three Japanese women approached

the prisoners' depot and were looking in

through the feuce, when a number of

prisoners came out and entered Into

conversation with the women.

A soldier on guard interrupted this little

tHc-dtite and sent the women away.

Afterwards a policeman on duty stoppel

the latter and gave them a severe

talking to" for speaking to the Rus-

sians, when, observing this, a prisoner

threw a stone at the policeman. Th*

sentry at or.ee arrested the prisoner and

i ruid icied him to the guardh i ixc This

act caused further trouble and a large

number of prisoners raided the guard-

house, throwing stones and using stick*.

A gendarme was injured. As the pri-

soners became more violent than ever,

the guards had to use their rifles, when

two of the prisoners were wounded, and

order was restored. Four rounds were

THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES.

IXTBOIH'CTIOS BY

SAGHAUEN.

THE SURRENDER OF THE RUSSIANS.

The main force of the Russian army in

Saghallen has now surrendered, as was
anticipated by the Japanese, and the

occupation of the island has been com-

pleted. Straggling forces of the Russians

dispersed in the forest fighting at

Dalineye. and other places, are still at

large, but aa they have thrown away
their arms they are no longer to be

feared and will be captured gradually.

The Japanese Army landed at Alexan-

drovsk on July 24th, and the Military Go-

vernor of Saghallen, with his main force,

surrendered on the 30th. If the want of

medical material compelled him to sur-

clalmed, the pro-

by the

A telegram to the Foreign Office states

that the plenipotentiaries of Japan anil

Russia and their suites were to leave New

York for Oyster Bay at 9 o'clock yester-

day morning. There the parties will be

received by President Roosevelt on board

the " Mayflower" and formally Introduced

to each other. Baron Koniura and his

party will afterwards leave by the dis-

patch-boat " Dolphin," and M. Wltte and

his party by the yacht "Mayflower" for

Portsmouth, reaching that resort at II

o'clock on Monday

RUSSIAN STRENGTH IN NORTH
KOREA.

of the

the

Notwithstanding the

Japanese, for

slans have

ing southwards across the

According to the latest Investigations

made by the Japanese, the total

strength of the Russian force south

of the river Is estimated at about

25.0OO. There are no strong forcei

north of the river, and in its Immeditta

but troops guard the line
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DOINGS OF THE JAPANESE
CAVALRY.

SOME PATROL EXPLOITS.

[Bt Damd num.]

General Nnoi's Heaimjcarters.

July 5th. 1903.

In this war. as doubtless In many
others. It is curious to observe to what
degree It is possible (or general opinion

to err In estimation of the utility of the

various branches of service that go to

make up an army in the Held. In the

South African War the Press made a

great rumpus because the British artil-

lery was incapable of holding its own
against that of the Boers. Time and the

reports of experts made It clear that the

British guns werp r.ot Inferior at all, and
that the cause of the outcry was due to

the confusing of fleld artillery with (runs

of position. The big Boer Runs, of course,

were too much for the British small field

pieces ; but when the British also em-
ployed heavy artillery the situation was

The following are first hand ar- soldiers were quartered In a hut near by.

from the officers commanding Again choosing a dark night the

the two patrols, and the other comes from officer with ten men approached the

a lieutenant who commanded a troop In

the reconnoitring detachment.

Prior to the battle of Mukden a young

lieutenant of 4H years' service was or-

dered to reconnoitre the enemy's rear

In the neighbourhood of the Sungari, to

cut the railway and generally effect as

much damage as possible. He left the The party having taken two prisoners

cavalry headquarters at Santlpu, near then rejoined the main body, and they

Liaoyang, on 15th January, taking 4 patrol made the best time possible west-
non-commissioned officers and 45 men. ward to avoid the hue-and-cry raised by
of whom J were trained smiths. The ibelr double exploit

equipment of the patrol consisted of fur- The horses were tired, but a few days*
collared coats, sheepskin waistcoats, fell ' rest soon restored man and beast, and

depot, surprised and killed the sentry,

and then surrounded the unsuspecting

sleepers In (he but. Throwing fused

slabs of dynamite through the windows
seventeen of the guard were
wounded, after which the total

tlon of the depot was easily accomplished.

At the Battle of the Yalu their artillery

was mainly instrumental in winning the

day for the Japanese ; and immediately

public opinion accredited the Japanese

with immensely superior guns. In due

time the facts became known and It was
understood that the Japanese artillery

was really greatly Inferior to the

At the Yalu the Japanes

nlngly employed, and aided by a

numerically superior field artillery, were

responsible for the demolition of the Rus-

sian batteries ; certainly not any su-

periority In the guns themselves.

And so It has been with the

cavalry. Because the Japanese

horses, and because they have a fashion

of seating themselves not In accordance

with Western ideas of equitation. It has

been concluded that their cavalry is

hopelessly bad. Whereas the truth Is that

the Japanese cavalry haa proved Itself

extremely efficient, and capable of doing

work consistent with the highest tradi-

tions of the arm. The following descrip-

tions of several patrols which have been

personally related to me, show bow wide

of the mark haB been any estimate which

the mounted Japanese as a

boots, fur caps, blanket each for horse

and man, one set spare shoes, 3 sets

frost nails (36). 500 rounds ammunition,
C days' reserve rations, and 4 slabs of ex-

plosive. They took no spare horses and
no transport, calculating on finding food

and forage In abundance, and remounts
if necessary, in the populous country

they would have to traverse.

Striking south-west from the nelgh-

the patrol commenced the return Journey.

On the road south they determined to

make another d?.sh for the railway, and
with this Intention edged east towards
Chantupu. A recent exploit by another

raised the country, and when the patrol

reached Chanchiatun they beard that it

was useless to proceed, and. Indeed,

highly advisable to effect a speedy
bourhood of Liaoyang. the patrol had no TrtreMi ^ tne en6my wa8 noutlng tnd
sooner crossed the Hun than the

It has been assumed that the cavalry

has done nothing because it has not

raided the Russian communications or

otherwise emulated the proceedings of

Hlstchenko and Rennenkampf. I en-

deavoured to show, however. In my last

article that tn merely preserving Its ex-

istence in face of greatly preponderating

the Japanese cavalry has per-

jo mean feat. Far from being

content with merely holding their own,

however, they have patrolled and re-

connoitred tbe enemys country with

daring and spirit on many occasions. Tbe

results have not been great because the

numbers employed were necessarily

•mall. And such damage as was done

carefully concealed by the Rus-

rail

into the tail of Mlstchenko's raiding

columns retiring from Newcbwaug. This

forced a detour to the south and then

west. Eventually they crossed the

Chinese railway about a hundred miles

soutb-west of Sinmingtin. Thereafter

they pursued a northern direction for

about 300 miles, arriving at a village

called Sbalashkutung when the patrol

began to swing east towards the railway.

Being now about 200 miles In rear of the

Russian front they practically had tbe

country to themselves, and found no dif-

ficulty in getting within some miles of

tbe railway. Having selected a neigh-

bourhood they baited for a day or two at

a village, where through natives they

learnt the He of the land. It appeared

that the bridges were all strongly

guarded, and that It was useless with

such small numbers to attempt their

It was then decided to

ermanent way as much as

possible, a point near Changehiafu being

selected.

Acting on the Information received, the

patrol moved towards tbe railway on a

dark night The party was broken up
into four grounds, three for preparation

of mines and one to cut the telegraph

wires. They took a half-mile stretch of

the railway, guarding either flank of tbe

section by three men. In due time tbe

telegraph was destroyed and two of the

mines successfully exploded. Immediately

a Russian patrol some 54 strong appeared

on the scene, but in tho dark the Japanese

had no difficulty in escaping, and, re-

gaining their horses, returned to the

village where they had

Learning that there existed a

able supply depot on the Sungari at a

pla e called Shellchan, the lieutenant now
marched north-west and In a few days

reached the point aimed at. Spies

neighbourhood. They then commenced to

retire south-west through Hslshallchla,

but had the misfortune to encounter no
less than 300 Russian cavalry on
tho way. It looked like the finish of

the patrol ; every man said his prayers,

and then prepared to provide him-
self In Paradise with as much Russian
company as possible. After a brisk fight

the Russians retired to another position,

evidently under the Impression that the

Japanese were In considerable force. Tbe
patrol now made off. soon to be followed

by the Russians, who quickly found out
their mistake. Further fighting In which
the Japanese held a strong position re-

sulted In the retirement of the enemy
and the escape of the patrol. It may be
that In this case the Russians were in-

fluenced by movements elsewhere, for at

hbo time the battle around Mukden was
in full swing. Or it may be that the

young commander of the patrol erred In

counting so many as 3<K) Russians.

Thereafter the patrol met with no
further desperate adventures, and hearing

at Sinmingtin of the Japanese victory,

proceeded to Mukden, where they arrived

on 17l*i March. During the 62 days out

they had marched 1.160 miles, an average

of nearly 19 miles per day Including

stoppages. Eight men were killed or
missing, two had been sent back to report

progress, and two prisoners, mounted on

Mongolian ponies wbich they had learnt

to ride the while, were brought back from

a distance of 500 miles. Seven horses

were killed or missing, two went slightly

lame for a time, and three were touched

In tbe withers. Otherwise the horses,

though heavily laden, had carried the

weight well, and done all that they had

The temperature throughout

30 degrees below zero, tbe

men's health bad been good, and food and

forage plentiful.

Starting from the same point some

brought news that the depot waa guarded days earlier, a reconnoitring detachment

by a sentry, and that twenty Russian |
numbering 270 of all ranks, under com-
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of a Lieutenant-Colonel, also had

tome exciting adventure*. The orders were

to damage the communications south of

the Sungari, and the equipment the same

as that of the smaller patrol, with the

on that 800 slabs of dynamite

carried. Early In the Journey

Mlstchenko. coming south, was en-

countered. His columns, already watched

by the Japanese, were avoided, ajid the

detachment proceeded north, travelling

considerably west of Slnmlngtln over

much the same country traversed by the

lieutenant a few days later. On 1st

February the desired latitude was

reached, and the detachment swung east

and took up quarters In the vallage of

Tungl some sixty miles from the railway

and due west from Changchunfu. Here

they .halted six days collecting informa-

tion and preparing for an attack on the

railway. They decided to attempt the

destruction of a bridge about GO yards

long, composed of two arches, upheld by

a single pier 20 feet high, and situated

near Kundulan.

When ready a squadron set out for the

scene of the contemplated exploit At

midnight on the 8th they reached

Smtlkelho. three miles from the railway,

and dismounted. Their information was

vague, the night Intensely dark and snow

was falling, but striking a stream they

decided to march along It In the hope

that it would prove to lie the one spanned

by the bridge for which they were

aiming. Thirty men were left to guard

the horses, and hold the village at all

costs, for in case of attack upon it the

main body retiring on foot from the rail-

way would surprise the enemy. Of the re-

mainder 40 men marched up each bank
of the river, and two detachments, each

18 strong, proceeded along the frozen bed

carrying the explosives, During the ad-

vance a train steamed along the line and

the light from the engines, as the long

succession of wagons and carriages

thundered across, revealed the brld~e

which was known to be protected by a

blockhouse and guarded by double sen-

tries.

Closing on the bridge the party on the

left met four Cossacks, whose horses

carried bells which warned the Japanese

of their approach. The Cossacks were

duly dispatched, and both parties at-

tacked the blockhouse, which opened Are

In reply. During the brisk fusllade that

ensued the mining detachment laid six

mines of 100 slabs of dynamite each

around the base of the pier. Having

fused the charges the miners bolted, am
presently the flare of a tremendous ex-

plosion showed the pier In process of

disintegration and the arches crashing

Into the river bed. The bridge destroyed,

the whole party retired at a run, leaving

an officer and several men killed and

many wounded. The village with td>e

horses was found undisturbed, and the

squadrons mounted and retreated towards

their base delighted with the success of

the venture.

On the 14th tine detachment turned

their horses' heads homeward, and on

the very first day ran Into three squad-

rons of Russian cavalry, supported by two

guns. Both sides dismounted and en-

gaged In a furious rifle encounter. Find-

ing the Russians showed no. disposition

to close, the Japanese decided to take the

offensive One squadron mounted and

threatened the enemy's flank, a mananivre

which appeared to disconcert the Rus-

sians, who began letreatlng. Thereupon

the Japanese charged the guns and

captured one, supported the while by the

advance of the other squadron. The
Russians left 50 killed and wounded, the

Japanese also losing heavily. In this

case the relative numbers cannot be cer-

tainly estimated, but titer* la no gain-

saying the fact that the detachment re-

turned to the army, having brought the

captured gun and Its wagon safely

through 200 miles of country swarming

with t'h« enemy.

On the way home a message reached

the commander to say that the battle of

Mukden had begun, and that he was to

endeavour again to damage the railway.

A squadron, now reduced In number to

TO. was entrusted with the task of break-

in? the line near Changlupu. During the

march a convoy of 60 wagons was burnt,

and an intendance party engaged In re-

quisition waa captured. On reaching the

railway It was found that the bridges

were too strongly guarded, and the

squadron had to be content with cutting

the line, suffering considerably in the

process. Finally the squadrons Joined

hands again and reached Mukden on 20th

March.

Lastly I must recount the exploit of a

very young officer, in fact a cadet nat

yet commissioned, but who was gazetted

on his return as a reward for his services.

He was ordered to reconnoitre the Rus-

sian position around Mukden, to ascer-

tain bow far the railway from Mukden
in the direction of Wushun had been ex-

tended, and generally to observe what

wasgolngon. Taking a non-commlss >: r,j

officer and 2 men he atarted on the <th

January, following the route later taken

by the two larger patrols. Crossing the

Hun and Llao rivers he rode up the right

bank of the latter, avoiding Slnmingtin,

and on 15th January reached the latitude

of Telling, though still a long way west

of the railway. The little party now

wheeled east, and, despite the fact that

the country positively swarmed with

horse, foot, artillery, and Russian fol-

lowers of all sorts, rode due east into the

lion's mouth. At this time a man wsb

sent back to report, for there did not

seem much prospect of the patrol

getting home again—the young

took it for granted that one knew quite

well that he could not return alive unless

successful In his mission.

Travelling by night and lying up by

day, a lot of reconnoitring had been

done from various points of vantage eo

route. The patrol hoped to cross the

railway near Tlellng, but that proved too

difficult. Working south, however, they

managed to skip across about 12 miles

north of Mukden In the early morning

of January 16th. They reached a point

*i miles north of Wushun on the night of

the 17th. spent 24 hours in observation

of the neighbourhood, and then mails

back by tfie way they had come, even-

tually reaching brigade headquarters Just

in time to Join in the operations around

Mukden.

In dangerous country each of thefe

expeditions travelled mostly at night.

Needless to say narrow esrapes and in-

citing moments were the continual ex-

perience. That all of them were brought

to a successBful conclusion argues nerve

and resource In no common degree on the

part of the Japanese cavalry. Other

parties penetrated through the Russian

lines, one as far as Harbin, and these

exploits 1 have described are by no means

Isolated cases. Doubtless some patrols

did not prove so effective, but enough

has been recounted to make the military

reader speculate upon what might have

been done had the Japanese cavalry borne

a reasonable numerical resemblance to

that of their opponents.

Tuesday, August Stk.

THE PEACE ENVOYS AND THE the peace conference which is now heingj years ago have been hurried off to Siberia

RUSSIAN PEOPLE. opened in the United States. It affords —If. that Is, such an expression of opin-

an example of the attitude taken by the ion ever got the length of publication:—

The following translation from the St. intelligent classes in Russia toward* the The Kiricskaya Gazcta paints a painful

Pclcrtbourgtkia Wicdomoati of June 20lh, question of peace, and incidentally affords picture of the forthcoming conclusion of

which has been kindly placed at our dls- : evidence of the progress of tree speech peace: "On the Japanese side will appear

posal, gives a very interesting view of ;
In the Russian Press, For saying far less the representative full of the conscious-

public opinion In Russia with regard to 'than this a newspaper editor would two'nef* of victories achieved, backed by tie
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confidence of the whole nation . on the

Russian the representative ot bureaucracy,

the man who. in fact, does not know
whom he represents," The
justly requires that the Russl

sentatlve should feel under his feet no

less solid srround than the Japanese :
" It

Is necessary that our representatives

should speak not as commissioned offi-

cials, that they should brine with them
not the conditions worked out In the

privacy of bureaux ; It Is necessary that

Japan should realise that they are the re-

presentatives of a great people, great even

in their misfortune. It Is necessary that

Japan should know they bring with them
decisions elaborated by the collective mind
and conscience of the Russian people. It

Is necessary that Japan should feel she

has made war on bureaucratic Russia and

that peace Is made by tho Russian people.

In other words. It Is necessary that the

people's representatives should pass on

the acceptability of the terms, that they

should decide the question of peace and

war. And one may with certainty say

that Japan will as seriously consider

terms offered by the people as she will

scorn all thunders and lightnings coming
from the present official Russia. Those
thunderB can frighten nobody any more !

Not to be paradoxical, we may sav with

certainty that notwithstanding the ob-

vious advantages to be derived from the

conclusion of peace with the Russian

bureaucracy. Japan will prefer to deal

with the representatives of the people,

because the lasting peace which she de-

sires can be obtained only through an

agreement with the State, based upon the

strict principles of Law and Order,—

a

State where personal interests and cri-

minal Bbuse of power by the officials will

not throw the country Into dangerous ad-

ventures."

reported In detail the fighting of the army with orders to proceed to Vladivostok,

and navy at Korsakovsk and Alex-

androvsky. and on the state of affairs in

the Island after occupation by the Japan-

ese. His Majesty heard the report with

great Interest.

Captain Kamiizuml was also received In

audience by the Crown Prince.

A MESSENGER FROM
SAG H ALIEN.

THE SINKING OF THE
" IKHONA."

to arssiA* (tuMM-as.

but probably headed fur

(This, as we now know, proved correct)

Pending the receipt of detailed reports

from the captains of the " Dnieper." and

"Rlon." and "Terek." the Russian Go-

vernment appears little Inclined to reopen

the discussion on the principle of the sink-

ing of neutrals, prompted thereto by the

prospect of having to pay heavy damages
for the arbitrary destruction of the

British "St. Kllrta" and " Ikhona " and
the German " Teiartos." The last-named

vessel has also been the subject of a pro-

test. The Foreign Office to-day adduced

an argument in favour of the Russian

In an interesting report by a St. Peters- thesis from a publication In which It

burn correspondent which appears In alleges that Professor Holland admits

the Timet, some account Is given of the 'bat circumstances nay justify the sink-

steps taken when the sinking of the Ing of a neutral, but the publication Is

" Ikhona " became known. The telegram not procurable here. Professor Holland.

Is dated June 27th :— in a letter to the Time* of AuguBt 1 and

Sir Charles Hardinge. the British Am- In his manual for naval officers, took a

bassador. called thl? afternoon on Count view diametrically opposed to the Rus-

Lamsdorff, who had Just returned from Rlan contention. It would be decidedly

Peterhof. The Minister was unable to interesting to know whether he bas really

give any further information as regards changed his opinion as the Foreign Office

the sinking of the "Ikhona" by the claims, hut. whether true or not. Russia
" Terek." The whereabouts of the latter cannot hope to force upon the maritime

is still a mystery, and the same may be Powers the principle which she appears

said of the " Rion." which was reported alone to hold. This idiosyncrasy mu*t

off Perlm. doubtless by mistake for the
" Dnieper."

fnr

Is? ascribed less to her inherent backward-
ness in the comprehension of matters

The Immediate responsibility for tho pertaining to the sea than to bureau era

-

action of the captains of Rojhestvensky's tic Inability to exclude arbitrary methods
auxiliary cruisers apparently lies with of applying the law. whether ashore or

the Admiral, who. in defiance of the afloat,

amended instructions Issued to naval The JfotXM Vrcnijro

officers after the British protest In

the case of the " Knight Commander."
ordered them to sink neutrals found car-

to

attribute to the Foreign Office the whole

responsibility for (he robuff, which It

contends Russia needlessly Invited. This

rylng contraband. This would explain Is an evident Injustice to Count La.it:>-

the apparent insistency between Count ilorff. whose role In this matter has beta

On Saturday morning Captain Kami-
izuml. I. J. X., who had juEt returned from

Saghallen, was received In audience by

his Majesty the Emperor. The Captain

Lamsdorff's assiirance-s and the ruthless to find a remedy for other people's blun-

disregard thereof by Rojhestvensky's ders. There Is cause for much congra-

eaptalns. tulatlon In the fact that Anglo-R.iiulan

The latest Information concerning the relations remain undisturbed. The rrerlit

" Oldhamia " precludes the Idea that she for this is shared by Count Umsdorff
was sunk. According to the statement and Sir C. Hardinge The presence of

of the captain of the " Kuban." the the Grand Duke Vladimir at dinner at

"Oldhamia" oal^i from the "Kuban," the British Embassy to-night Is sympto-

and was placed In charge of a prize crew matlc of these good relations.

Wednesday, August 9th.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

I JAPANESE

According to news received from Tokyo,

"the statement which M. Wltte handed to

the reporters through M. Martens is

much resented on account of what Is

alleged to i:e irs rude and arrogant tone,

which entirely Ignores the position of

Russia as the vanquished party. It Is

said that Baron Kumura bas addressed

a telegram to the Government complain-

Jng of the publication of such a state-

ment on the eve of the negotiations.

Instructions were thereupon issued to

Baron Komura that M. Witte be asked

to withdraw the statement before the

Japanese envoys consent to open the

negotiations. We cannot say what

amount at truth there Is In this report,

which. Indeed. Is somewhat against the

practice of the Japanese Government.

The statement made to the Press, how-

ever, by M. Wltte was of a different

character from an ordinary Press in-

terview, and It is not improbable that It

has given considerable offence in Tokyo.

As we wild before, there can be no doubt

that the reticence of the Japanese, en-

voys Is much more dignified than t!.e

loquacity of the Russian. But It may be

doubted If the Japanese Government will

raise any formal complaint on the matter.

Owing to dense fog (he arrival of the

peace plenipotentiaries at Portsmouth

has been delayed, and the opening of re-

negotiations will consequently not tu' >

place until to-day (the »th Instant). The
Russian plenipotentiaries landed at New-
port, and travelled to Portsmouth by

train.

Guesses at the nature of the terms to

be demanded are already being freely
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frotn Portsmouth

reaching Tokyo I

that Japan
will present two bases as terms of peace,

the first embodying the terms that must
be accepted at the present moment, anil

the second the terms that Russia will

Jiave ultimately to consider if she rejects

the present opportunity. In tho Brat list

Is Included the cession of SaKhalien. the

payment of an indemnity of not less than

fifteen hundred million yen. and other

conditions similar to those already pub-

lished. Th»- second Includes the cession

Of the whole littoral district of Siberia, a

part of the mainland, and an indemnity

of a larRer amount. Evidently the In-

ventor of this particular canard believes

that such negotiations proceed In the

form of barter, and that the Japanese

envoys will seek to gain the acquiescence

of the Russians to their present terms

by pointing out that the market will be

raised In the course of the next few

weeks.

A telegram from Portsmouth gives

further particulars of the first meeting of

the plenipotentiaries on board the " May-
flower " In Oyster Bay. The Japanese

plenipotentiary and his suite, says the

ditpitch, arrived at Oyster Bay at 12.30

p.m. on the 5th, and the Russian plenepo-

tentlary half an hour later. The plenipo-

tentiaries then proceeded on board the

" Mayflower," ana saw President Roose-

velt, who introduced them to ?ach other,

and they descended Immediately to the

saloon. In toast.ns his guests. President

Roosevelt stated that be did not require

any reply. He would drink to the health of

the rulers of the two countries represented

by his guests, and hoped that the pro-

n which they were entering

In a positive and permanent
peace. He expressed the hope not only
for the sake of the countries at war but
for the sake of their common humanity.
Luncheon was then served, after which
the plenipotentiaries repaired to the re-

spective vessels placed at their service.

These got under way at 5 p.m. for Ports-

mouth.

RUSSIAN PRISONERS
SENTENCED AT NAGOYA.

prl*

RE-NAMING SAGHALIEN.

A notification has been Issued by the

Hydrographic Bureau In the Navy Depart-
ment announcing that the town hitherto

designated on maps and charts as Kor-
sakov or Xorsakovsk, on the south coast

of Higashi-Kushiml Bay (Anlva Bay).
Saghalien will henceforward be known as

Kusunkotan.

On Monday two of the

soners Interned at Nagoya were
before the Nagoya Court Martial with

fraud. One of the prisoners was con-

demned to imprisonment with labour for

a term of Ave months and a fine of ¥10,

and the other sentenced to four months

imprisonment and a fine of ¥10. They

were sent to Nagoya Prison. The par-

ticulars of the i

LANDING IN SIBERIA.

News reached the authorities in Tokyo
yesterday to the effect that a party of
sailors sent from the Japanese squadron
landed at Port Rmperator and Cape
Nitolaya on the coast of Siberia. These
places are about 150 miles south of De
Castries Bay. Guards of the light-house

at the cape, with servants and sailors,

sought safety in night. Some of the

light-house guards were taken prisoner.

Later, however, they were released and
allowed to remain on duty. It Is now-

learned that when a previous party

landed at Do Castries Boy. the Russians

In retreating left two 8-cm. guns, with

which the Japanese sailors pursued the

flying enemy.

THE PRIZE CREW OF THE
" OLDHAMIA."

Information has been published by

the Navy Department to the effect that

the prize crew, consisting of fourteen men,

MOBfillg to (he British steamer " Old*

hamia." and who were drawn from lbs

crew of the battleship " Kniaz Suvaroff."

were brought to Hakodate on the 3rd

Instant. The two Russian officers who

were In charge of the "Oldhamla" are

believed to have left the steamer on a

sailing vessel, which happened to pass

after she struck, bound for Kamchatka.

As already reported, the "Oldhamla"
was captured by the Baltic Squadron near

Formosa in May last, while on her way to

Yokkaichi with a cargo of oil. A prlte

crew was put on board, and she was sent

on to Vladivostok by way of the Soya

Straits. She stranded on Iturup Island

in the Pacific, Just outside the Straits,

and her crew was ultimately rescued by

the Japan

Thursday, August 10IA.

SAGHALIEN.

The following dispatch from the Kaba-

futo Army Is published by the War

"At 5 o'clock on the afternoon of the

1st Instant, Lieutenanttitan al Rlpnoff,

Military Governor of Saghalien, and five

of his staff officers were brought to

Kykoff. and Commander of the Kaba-

futo Army met them at the church In the

village. General Rlpnoff stated that two

officers with 100 men had been sent to

guard the vicinity of Nalolo, but they had

ulnce been ordered to come to Onor and

surrender to the Japanese Army.
" The number of the Russians Bur-

rendered has Increased since last report.

The convicts in the prisons In this neigh-

bourhood appear to have broken out of

confinement (it Is suspected that they

have been released) before the occupation

of the district by our army. Anxiety is

felt tint the peace of the district will be

menaced by the escaped criminals."

In a dispatch which reached the Im-

perial Headquarters on the 3rd instan..

it was stated that Colonel Dorlnltch came
]

to the Japanese army as a messenger

offering the surrender of the Russian

force. This is now stated to have been

an error. The messenger was Colonel

Tarasenko.

An officer who has Just arrived from
Saghalien gives the following account of

the righting at Rykoff :—
"The enemy at Rykoff retreated,

leaving the rear-guard, consisting of in-

fantry and artillery, on the high land

south of Paleo, when the village was oc-

cupied by the Japanese, t Be Russian

rearguard tried its best to

vance of the Japanese, but

pendent cavalry charged the enemy on

the afternoon of the 28tb ultimo and com-

pletely routed them. They retreated In

disorder, leaving their guns behind. On
the 2»th the independent cavalry re-

ceived reinforcements and began a

vigorous pursuit, pressing the enemy in

the direction of Onor. The feature of the

land In this district is its irregularity and

tuggedness. The thick forest interrupted

the view and made the march of the

troops very difficult. Despite this dif-

ficulty, however, our cavalry acted so

promptly that tue enemy had no op-

portunity of rallying his dispersed torces

At dusk on the 29lh. our headquarteri-

dispatched a letter to the commander of

the enemy advising him to surrender snd

at 9 on the morning of the following (lay

a Russian officer, accompanied by two

men, came out to our advance guard >:

Soran with a letter trom lieutenant-

General Rlpnoff offering to surrender,

which was accepted. On the 31st Msjor-

General Koizumi, Chief of Staff of the

Kabafuto Army, met the representative

of the enemy, the Chief of the Staff o(

the Russian Army, and agreed upon tie

terms of surrender. On the afternoon of

the same day the Russians were made
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prisoner, the officers being allowed to
retain their swords. r>n arriving at the
Japanese lines, Elentenant-General Rip-
noff. the Russian commander-in-Chief,
shook hands with our officers and de-
clared :

• 1 have done all In my power for
tne Tsar, and yet we are in u.e "resent
position, bill I feel I have no reason to be
ashamed.' Since this day, the dispersed
Russians have continually surrendered,
and the whole island ha* now been sub-
diied

'

M. WITTE'S STATEMENTS.

THE IM'KKMKW IN ST. rHKHSDLRO,

The American mull brings the text of
the flrst interview with If. Witte. tele-

graphed from St. Petersburg three weeks
ago by a correspondent of the Associat-
ed Press. It is explained (hat M. Wltte
specially granted the Interview. He Is

reported as follows :—
" In the lirst place, I have been desig-

nated ty the Emperor as his Ambassador
Extraordinary for pour-parlers with the

Japanese plenipotentiaries to ascertain

whether it Is possible to conclude a
Treaty or peace. My personal views are

of secondary Importance, but my Ideas

are In entire accord with those of my
friend, Count LamsdorfT, Foreign Mini-

ster. In serving mty Emperor, I have re-

ceived precise Instructions from his

Majesty and shall follow them. The
ultimate decision remains In the hands
of the Emperor, and It is for him to

decide the destinies of Russia. The Em-

peror Is the friend of peace and
peace, hut I very much fear that the
Japanese terms will be such that we will

be unahle to reach an accord.
" Secondly, the world should disabuse

its mind of the idea that Russia wants
peace at any price. There are two
parties |n Russia. One favours the con-

tinuation of the war <t extranet-—this is

a large and influential party. The other,

to which 1 belong, favours peace. I avow
It frankly, because telling the truth has

always been my rule In politics. I was
for peace before hostilities broke out.

When the war besan, the situation

changed. Even though there are these

two parties as to the advisability of

ending the war in the present circum-

stances, both would bo united i f the

.Japanese demands wounded the amour
propre of the Russian people or Jeopar

• ti- ) i nr future as a nation. I an , m
if I report that the conditions of Japan

cannot be accepted. Russia will accept

the verdict and the Russian people will

be ready to continue the war for years

if necessary.
' Thirdly. Russia is not crashed as the

foreign Press has led the world to believe.

That the interior situation is very ser-

ious I do not deny ; but in Europe and

America the true sitnificance of what is

happening Is not understood. Correspon-

dents come here ami talk with a few

hundred people In St. Petersburg and

Mi - >«
. m slnti rprei » hat Is -.. stag

and fill the world with false Impressions

as to Russia's future. Russia has little

resemblance to Western countries. To

know Russia, to understand the soul of
the Russian people. It Is necessary that

one should have been born here or lived

many years in Russia. The custom*,

history, and mentality of the people are

entirely different from those of Western
nations, and Russia cannot be Judged by
Western standards. It Is such an Im-
mense country, composed of diverse ele-

ments and Interest, yet the Russian people

are like a great family. At present they

are torn by internal dissensions, but these

divisions would disappear should the peo-

ple really feel that the Integrity of the

country and Its future destiny were at

stake. Russia is not on the verge of

dissolution as a great Power and is not

obliged to accept any conditions offered

In spite of the military reverses she hns

sustained. We are passing through Hit

internal crisis, which has been mark" 1

by many grave events, and which may
have others still in store, but the crisis

will pass and In a few years Russian will

again take her place as a preponderant

Power in the European concert."

REINFORCEMENTS FOK
GENERAL LINEVTTCH.

The military authorities In Tokyo are

In receipt of information to the effect tha'

the Slst division of lh>- Russian army in

Europe, the mobilisation of which was
recently completed, has left for the fron .

The last regiments entrained on the 7th

inrtanl.

Friday, August 11///.

THE SITUATION IN THE
FIELD.

A Japanese officer who has arrived at

MoJI from the front gives the following

news regarding the situation in the direc-

tion of Hallungcheng :—The Russian
force in the neighbourhood of Hallung-
cheng consists of cavalry and artillery. Ac-
cording to a Russian taken prisoner in the

vicinity of Sihmyotze on the I'Oth ultimo,

the present distribution of the forces is

entirely different from what it was under

General Kuropatkln's command. The
armies are now distributed in several

bodies, and the inner defences are

stronger. On the 21st alt a mixed force

of about 2.1'UO Infantry and cavalry ad-

vanced, and the Japanese prepared to

make a counter-attack. On seeing this

preparedness the Russians retreated with-

out opening Ore. Information was re-

ceived on the night or the 24th ultimo

that about 500 officer patrols had arrived

two or three miles north-east

of Pataokoulze. five miles from our out-

post, and begun the construction or de-

fence works. A party of scouts was sent

out at daylight on the 25th, when the

enemy was found still asleep. The
scouts surprised them with rifle fire, caus-

ing them to retreat In disorder. The
scouts captured two men and fourteen

horses. The main force of the Russians

in the vicinity of Talu. which is strongly

defenried, was at first about 30.000, but

they have been reinforced by 17,000 In-

fantry, 2,000 cavalry with 30 guns. In-

cluding ten heavy guns. It Is unknown
whether this reinforcement arrived direct

from Europe or from the right wing.

The Russians are taking up a position

in two lines to facilitate retreat, and the

distance between their advance and

main positions is generally about 37 miles.

According to a report of the column under

General Umazawa. there Is a good sprink-

ling or Mongolians among the e enn

facing that column. The Russians have

receiving supplies of

other material from Mongolia, but these

supplies are now almost stopped on ac-

count of the strict guard of the Japanese.

According to another dispatch several

divisions are stationed between Talu and

Ylngeplenmen on the Mukden-Klrln road,

with the main body at Hallungcheng.

The Russians attribute the defeat of

General Kuropatkln to the prompt wheel-

ing movements of the Japanese, and they

are now strengthening their left wing to

provide against these tactics.

A Russian official dispatch from Har-

bin, dated August 3rd, has been published

at Shanghai. It is to the effect that on
the 25th Ultimo Japanese infantry,

cavalry, and artillery commenced the

march from Kwanbodery, but their ad-

vance was checked at Kofunsani by the
Russian artillery and rifle fire, which
compelled the Japanese to retreat. On the

same day the Russian advance guard re-

pulsed a Japanese rorre of at least ou-

battalion from the Pyaksapan pass to the

ass. The Russian casualties in
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these actions were one officer and 7 men
killed and 3 officers and 14 men wounded.

Fighting had lo be suspended on account

of rivers swollen In consequence of the

The dispatch goes on to state that on

the 27th ultimo a number of Japanese

gun-boats fired upon Lazareff Point on

the Siberian coast.

The Japanese army has withdrawn Its

advance guard in the vicinity of Man-

chentze to the south of the Kaoe River.

The extreme left of the Japanese army

remains In the Charike district, which is

occupied by the cavalry. In front of the

Japanese position are forces of Chun-

THE FATE OF A MISSING
SAILING VESSEL.

According lo vernacular contempora-

ries, several Japanese sailing vessels have

been missing since Slay last. Among
the number Is the " Yave-maru." a

schooner of 150 tons register, owned by-

Mr. Hiroml of Osaka. This vessel left

a Hokkaido port In May for Tsuruga, and

as nothing has since been heard of her

It was supposed she must have been sunk

by the Russians. This supposition is now

confirmed. A days ago the family of one

of the schooner's crew received a letter

from him. stating that the vessel was

sunk by a Russian warship from Vla-

divostok. The crew was taken aboard the

Russian ship, and they were being de-

tained at Harbin as prisoners. It will

be remembered that in a report dated

May 7th last General Llnevtlch stated

that a Russian torpedo-boat at Vladivos-

tok had burnt a Japanese sailing vessel

and raptured another on May 5th. The
vessel reported to have been captured

was doubtless the " Yaye-maru."

THE PEACE MEETING.

ARRIVAL AT PORTSMOUTH.

[by arbaxokment with the " abahi."]

PuBTSMOVTH, Aug 8.

BaiQo Komura and his suite arrived

at the Port Admiralty at 11 o'clock this

morning, one day later than arranged.

The envoy and his party took luncheon

In an upper room of the office of the

Commander of tbe Port Admiralty, an.

I

afterwards Inspected the rooms set apart

for negotiations. Later the party visited

Portsmouth, escorted by a guard of

honour consisting of a battalion of

troops. The envoys were accorded a re-

ception at the court-murtial building,

after which Baron Komura and his suite

took up quarters at the Wentworth Hotel.

M. YYttte arrived here at 11 last night,

an * upon Li., .is i

•. al ol hi.- suit* Uiii

morning proceeded by boat to the Port

Admiralty.

JAPANESE EXPEDITIONS IS

THE NORTH.

A bulletin Issued by tbe Naval

of the Imperial Headquarters

states that Admiral Kataoka, Commander-

in-Chief of the squadron sent to the

North, reports that he has dispatched i

division of his squadron in the direction

of Kamchatka and another division to

cruise along the coast of the Sea of

Okhotsk. Both divisions are now pro-

secuting

THE SUNKEN WAR-SHIPS AT
CHEMULPO.

CRUSES "VABYAO" RAISED.

The following dispatch from Rear-

Admiral Aral has been published by tb«

Naval Staff of the Imperial Headquar-

ters :
—

'• The operation of pumping out the

water In the cruiser ' Varyag ' was com-

menced at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of

the 8th instant, and the veseel was

Moated at 5.42 o'clock."

The " Varyag " was a twin-screw pro-

tected cruiser of the first class, of B.3f>0

tons, length 4uo feet, and beam 52 feet.

At her trial she developed 18,925 hnrse-

power and equalled over 23 knots She

Is a four-funnelled vessel. It will be re-

membered that she was sunk on the

memorable 9tu of February of last year

Sufurdtty, August Y2th.

SAGHAL1EN.

ANOTHER RCSSIAX SI KRK N HEM.

In a dispatch published yesterday, Ad-

miral Kataoka. Commander in-Chief of

the squadron sent north, says :—
" On the 7th Instant a war-sblp, la

cert with the laud force, was scut to clear

away the enemy remaining on the south-

east coast of Lake. Hmialcha. on the ca*

tern coast of BagllllHcil. and about 20

miles east of Kushunkotan ( Korsakovsk ».

According to a report from the war-ship.

(loth), a flotilla or boats mounted «iti

guns, and the land force east of the It**.

opened fire upon the enemy's position a:-:

after fighting, which lasted about tso

hours, the enemy raised a white flag ani

surrendered. The Russians taken pri-

soner numbered 123. Our land force Ira-

at G.30 o'clock on Thursday morning mediately occupied ihe enemy's position

"
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Sunday. Auyitst 13///.

A LONDON telegram to the Chronicle,

datea August lltu states that the
flrst meeting of the Peace Conference
took place on the previous day, anJ was
followed by a crop of conflicting rumours.
No official Information of what occurred

given out. The Press corn*-

take a gloomy view and fort

failure.

The following telegram reached Tokyo
yesterday from Washington :—

" Baron Komura handed the peace
terms In writing to the Russfain pleni-

potentiaries and the meeting was then
adjourned pending a reply. The reply

will probably be made on Monday. So
far as can be ascertained, the terms pro-

posed by Baron Komura are as follows :
—

" 1.—The payment of an Indemnity In

compensation for Japan s war expendi-
ture. The amount Is not given.

" 2.—The cession of Saghallen.
" 3.—The transfer to Japan of the lea_-e

of Port Arthur and Dalny.
" 4—The withdrawal of the Russian

troops from Manchuria.

"6.—The recognition of Japan's suxer-

of the line of the

Railway as far as

SAGHALIEN FISHERIES.

" 6.—The
Chinese Eastern

Harbin.

7.—The surrender of the Russian

war-ships now Interned In neutral ports.

" 8.—A restriction upon the strength of

the Russian naval force maintained In

the Par East.

"9—The cession of Ashing rlghU along

the Siberian Coast north of Vladivostok."

All the reports of the actual terms of

peace are to be accepted with

serve.

MORE SURRENDERS IN
SAGHALIEN.

A dispatch has been received by the

Imperial Headquarters stating that on

the 8th instant 118 Russian officers and

men. who remained In the neighbourhood

of Naloro, surrendered to the Japanese.

Provisional regulations for the control
of the Ashing Industry along the coast of

Saghallen have also been Issued by the
War Office. Rights to the existing Ash-
ing grounds are to be disposed of by pub-
lic tender, such flBhlng grounds being
only those enumerated In the list pub-
lished by the Russian authorities In 1903
and those under long charters granted In

1899. The groundB specified number 252.

Including 94 on ihe east coast. 62 alons
Anlva Bay. 88 along the west coast, and
8 on the north-east coast.

Of the total Asutng area 177 grounds
were worked over in 1903—99 by the
Japanese themselves, and 78 sub-leased
by Russians to the Japanese, Including 20
by Semenoff & Co. of Vladivostok, and a
number by 22 Russian individuals. If

the rights previously obtained by the
Japanese are conflrmed as provided for

In the regulations, the Ashing grounds to

be disposed of by public tender only num-
ber 75, and it Is expected that very keen
competition will follow for their posses-
sion. The Ashing season for trout and
herring this year is already over, but
salmon Ashing la still In

elgners—that Is to say,

are by the regulations

all Ashing rights along the Saghallen
coast.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF
SAGHALIEN.

STRINOEXT UUULATlOStf.

THE SUNKEN WAR-SHIPS AT
PORT ARTHUR.

• PALI-ADA
-

Admiral Shlbayama. Commander of the

Port Arthur Port Admiralty, telegraphed

to the Imperial Headquarters yesterday

that the operations of pumping out the

water in the cruiser " Pallada," lying at

the bottom of the harbour, were com-

menced on Friday. The work progressed

favourably, and the cruiser was com-

pletely refloated at fi.2a yesterday morn-

ing.

The first-class protected cruiser " Pal-

lada" was launched in 1899. She was a

commerce destroyer, with a speed of 20

knots, and of 6,630 tonB displacement.

Regulations to be observed by
and travellers visiting Saghallen have
been Issued by the War Office. The re-

gulations consist of eight articles, which
state that for the present the port or

Korsakovsk only will be opened to ves-

sels visiting the northern ports of the

Island, exception being made In regard to

vessels that have obtained special per-

mission from the Minister for War or
the military authorities administering the

Island. Only Japanese vessels will be
allowed to enter the ports of Saghallen,
and no foreigners will De allowed to land
In the island, unless they have special

passports from the Minister for War or
the military authorities in Saghallen.

In the case of Japanese, those who are

under the ban of the Law of Admonition,
have been declared bankrupt, or have no
Axed occupation, will not be allowed to

land. All vessels entering the porta of

Saghallen anil persons landing on the Is-

land must abide by the regulations and
orders Issued by the military authorities,

who are empowered to Btop the entry into

all ports of vessels, tbe landing of visi-

tors, or to detain or order away

persons from the island.

According to Information from Tokyo,
tbe port of Kuaunkotan (Korsakovsk)
having been opened to Japanese vessels,

tbe Hokkaido Industry Company of
Hakodate Is making preparations to send
the " Chlkushl maru " with dally neces-
saries to the northern Island. The
steamer Is expected to leave Hakodate on
the 17th instant. Messrs. Olye * Co. of
Osaka are also taking steps to reopen
their regular service of steamers to

SITUATION IN MANCHURIA.

ai'SHIA* RKI'OKT.

A Reuter'a dispatch received by the
Foreign Office. Tokyo, gives the following
report of General Llnevltch, dated Au-
gust 8th :—
"Our army Is active in Eastern

Manchuria. On the Bth Instant a de-
tachment marched to a deflle In the
vicinity of Chago (35 verats south of
Tauhe), when the enemy took the offen-

sive and outflanked our detachment,
which was, therefore, compelled to re-

treat northwards. The Japanese ap-
proached our position at the neck or
Madolin pass, and heavy firing was ex-
changed, when the enemy retreated to the
south of Hailungcheng. Our troops oc-

cupied Yulangtze after a skirmish."

ADMIRAL ROHJESTVENSKY'S
REPORT.

A telegraphic summary of Admiral
Robjestvensky's report to the Tsar has
already been published. The St. Peters-
burg correspondent of La Libertc gives
further particulars of the report and says
the Admiral states that bis ships were
bad. They had been not only hastily,

but dishonestly, built. The thickness of
the armour did not agree with the official

figures in the case of any of the vessels.

Moreover. It was of Inferior quality. Tbe
shells were bad. Two-thirds of them did

not explode. None of the ships were able
to carry the necessary coal. None of
uhem attained the guaranteed speed. The
engines and boilers were poor and al-

ways required repairs. Two-thirds of

j
the crews. Including those of Vice-Admiral

NobogatoA" h squadron, were incapable.

Gunners were ignorant of the elementary
laws of firing.

A mutiny occurreil while the fleet was
at Madagascar, and fourteen men were
put to death. Ron Jest vensky had to train

his guns on two of the ships, the " Ad-
miral Seniavin " and " Admiral Ap-

raxin." coast defence vessels, to restore

The crews bad decided secretly
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to surrender to the

discovered too late There was another

mutiny In Viee-Admlral Nebogatoffs

squadron near Formosa, and Rohjest-

vonsky had difficulty In preventing the

mutineers from seizing the greater part

of the squadron.

This would seem very doubtful, but the

correspondent goes on to say that Roh-

jestvensky saw from the outset of the

battle that the " Senlavln " and the " Ap-

raxln " were no; finhilng and were

orders. They only fired

torpedo-boat* to them

threatened

If

at the beginning of the battle

the result might have heen different.

Almost simultaneously with his removal

to a torpedo-boat Admiral Enqulsl dis-

appeared. Admiral Foelkersahm was
killed, and Admiral Nebogatoff, who was

unpopular with the sailors, was obliged

to take command. Then the rout

Nebogatoffs orders were Ignored. It

every one for himself. The news of

of the ships threatened to kill the

unless they surrendered.

Admiral Rohjestvensky confirms what

they Is generally known of the of

the fleet. He describes an attempt to

blow up the " Orel " after she had sur-

rendered- He says a party of engineers

and young officers were surprised by the

Japanese Just as they were about to firs

the ship's magarine. A struggle followed.

If the " Orel's " crew had supported tb*

offlrers the conspiracy would haTe suc-

ceeded, but none of the men stirred.

The Admiral confirms the reports al-

ready published that he relied on the

fog to enable him to get through the

Straits, but says It lifted two hours too

Tuesrftti/, August l.V/f.

KEUTER. wiring on the 11th Instant,

sent the following :—
It Is reported from Portsmouth that

among the terms of peace demanded by

the Japanese are the reimbursement of

the war expenses she has already In-

curred, whereof the amount Is to be left to

future determination. The use of the

word indemnity is avoHed. The <-**-

of Saghallen is one of the main

of the Japanese

A later message from the same source

stated that other terms demanded by

Japan are the ceding of the Russian

leases of Liaotung ; the evacuation of

the whole of Manchuria by the Russian

forces ; the ceding to Japan of the line

of railway soulb of Harbin, the northern

portion only remaining Russian ; reco-

gnition of a Japanese protectorate over

Korea ; limitation of Russia's naval

strength in the Far last ; retrocession to

China of any Russian privileges now

held by Russia In Manchuria, the grant

of fishing rights to Japan on the

Han littoral from Vladivostok to the

Behrlng Sn ; and Russia to relinquish

all claim on the Interned warships and
surrender them to Japan.

At Portsmouth it Is learned that M.

Wltte accepts the Japanese conditions as

forming the basis of discussion with the

EXPKRIRNCE OF THE
" KEISHO."

THE It'RSIAIf DKHTHOVCB's ATTACK.

The purser of the steamer " Soryo."

which arrived at Mojl on the 12th Instant

from North Korea, gives the following ac-

count of the experience of the

••Keisho." which It will be

was recently attacked by a Russian de-

stroyer and had a narrow escape :
—

Shortly before 5 o'clock on the morning
of the tth Instant, the steamer " Keisho "

was approaching a north Korea port,

when a Russian destroyer suddenly ap-

peared and opened a heavy fire. The

steamer could do nothing In defence, and

all on board, believing that they would

be taken prisoner, proceeded to cha&K?

their clothes and donned tbelr beat. la

a short while, the steamer was struck

by ten shot. In the upper part of the eo-

oom. the funnel, and the upper

The Captain was killed, his body

being carried away by a shell and seen

no more ; the chief steward and a saloon

boy, who were changing their cothes be-

side the captain, were also hit and tbelr

bodies torn Into pieces. The projectile

which killed the Captain shattered (he

bridge, while others went through the

vessel's hull, but none bit the

room and the steamer escaped

and safely reached port. The object of

the Russian destroyer In venturing out

Is thought to have been to find a place

for landing troops in the vicinity of 1'nx-

keni-wan. Although the " Keisho " suf-

fered extensive damage from the Russian

fire, her steaming capacity was in no

way Interfered with, and she at once re-

turned to i

Wednesday, August \Qtth.

A TELEGRAM through Reuter s Agency

dated London, August 12th. reads

as follows :
—

Information received from Portsmouth

brings confirmation of the statement

that the Russian reply made to the

Japanese terms rejects both the in-

demnity and the cession of territory de-

by Japan. The reply further-

declares that Russia is as yet un-

by the war : that she has. It

Is true, suffered reverses, but she Is not

obliged to accept peace at all costs.

The reply then proceeds to throw the

responslbllRy for the war on Japan.

With the exception of the Oaily VCWV,

the London papers consider the terms,

so far as these have been allowed to

leak out. entirely reasonable and legi-

timate. The Uailv Xeict, while taking

a similar view regarding the claim of

fishing rights on the Siberian littoral

and the surrender of the Interned war-

ships as demands which might ultimately

be waived.

GENERAL LINEV1T0HS
POSITION.

According to news received in Tokyo
from Europe, General Lineviuh appears

to have removed bis headquarters from

Kungchuling to Kirln. It Is stated that

General Linevitch recently received la-

formation that two large columns of thfl

Japanese, which had been striving to out-

flank the Russian left wing, in the direc-

tion of Klrln, have now commenced to

march side by side, and the Russian

General has consequently moved Ills head-

quarters nearer the main line. The Rus-

sians are pushing forward the construe-

Hon of defence works on the line from

Kungchuling to Itunchow, and about

lS.oov Chinese coolies are at work day

and night. Lines of light railways are

said to have been laid down in the rear

of this line, which Is very probable. *>
ing that it must be anything between

fifty and a hundred miles in extent.
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REFUGEES FROM SAOHALIEN.

An Aomorl dispatch nays that the
combatants who surrendered to tbe
ese In North Saghallen were sent to the
Siberian coast by steamer and released.
The families of some of the officers who
were brought to Japan as prisoners ap-
plied for permission to accompany their
relatives, but all these applications were

now held by Russia in Manchuria ; the
recognition by Russia of the principle of
the " open door " in China, and of the
Japanese protectorate over Korea, are
only the natural consequences of the war
and admit of no question, because all

these questions are the direct causes

which hav

tlon aright, the possibility of

be considered as remote. If the

statesmen really have the welfare of their

country at heart they will accept Japan's
terms without murh hesitation, but. Judg-
ing from what is occurring in Russia.

It would seem that the responsible men

refused and the families were sent direct
]

and the limitation of Russia's navaj
to Siberia. Villages in the Siberian lit-

toral have been mostly deserted by the

precipitated the two countries I

ln (he „,untry ^ tnow wJ|h WK >n(J
Into the present war. The surrender to

Japan of the interned Russian war-ships

Inhabitants and the Russians sent from
Saghallen are now residing In the aban-
doned houses.

When It is considered that most
of the provisions would be removed

strength in the Kar Eaat are questions of

moral rather than military Importance, as

no navy worthy of the

will require years to

regain a position to be able to send a

naval force to tbe Far East. Under
these circumstances. Russia has to re-

the deserted villages, which linquish the defence of her territory and
are never well provided In the best of

[
interests In the Far East, pending the

complete reorganisation of her navy.
Urnes with food, the lot of these unfortu-
nate refugee* must be far from pleasant.
It is to be hoped that in landing women
and children on that Inhospitable coast,
some provision Is made for their sub-
sistence until they can communicate with
Russian posts.

RUSSIAN PRISONERS' TRAMP.

those with

more about their personal Interests then
those of their country. Since M. Wlttea
departure for America the war party,

which has been temporarily ln forced

Inactivity, appears to have again as-

sumed ascendency at St. Petersburg,

while In Manchuria Mnevltch still

dreams of his ability to turn the tide

In his favour. Thus the Tsar Is again
made to build his hopes on the hopeless.

If M. Wltte la a man really true to bla

country, he will negotiate peace even at

tbe risk of being made an object of at-

tack at the hands of his opponents, but
It Is more probable that from considera-

tion of personal Interests, he will break
off the negotiations on the plea of the

excessive nature of Japan's
strong opposition of the war party In that placlng tne responsibility for tne

The ceding of Saghalien la of little con-

sequence to Russia. It was wise In

Japan that In demanding payment of an

Indemnity she did not specify the amount.

If Japan had acted otherwise, the Russian

people would have been shocked and the

The two Russian prisoners who re-

cently escaped from the Hamadera pri-

soners' depOt were arrested on Monday
morning at Mltamura In Mle prefecture,
near Maibara. They had walked for some
llfty or sixty miles, and It Is difficult to

understand how they could go so far
without being detected.

THE EXPLOITATION OF
SAGHALIEN.

country would have been cited, with the

result that the peace terms proposed by

Japan would have been rejected at ones

in loto. Now Russia must decide for

herself the question whether to accept or

reject the terms demanded by Japan.

The situation of the campaign has no

hopeful prospects In store for Russia, and

ccssful issue of the negotiations on the

shoulders of Japan. M. Wltte must know
that the loss to Russia will be heavier
the longer the war Is continued. He evi-

dently means to remain a passive on-
looker until Russia Is more thoroughly
beaten »nd the war party put completely
in the shade, when his assistance will

For tbe present the Government will

grant no charters to Japanese for the
working of mines, timber, seal-catching,

*c. No landed property held by the Oo-
wlll be sold.

It she suffers further defeat, she must be again be required. His task then would
ready to with heavier

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

JAPANESE PRESS COMMENT.

GERMAN PRESS AND THE
PEACE TERMS.

MOI.KHATION OF -" \ I' v DEMANDS

bave

speculation la rife as to the

probable outcome of the conference. Tbe

negotiations, however, are still In a pre-

be easier than at present. It Is an un-

deniable tact that Russian policy is more-
Influenced by tbe mercurial conditions In
the St Petersburg Court than tbe real

situation of the campaign. And that Is

the reason why the Japanese can hardly
attach much hope to the present con-
ference. However Russia may try to
saddle Japan with the responsibility In
case the negotiations should prove abor-
tive, the Powers will not be slow, con-
cludes the Jifi, to recognise the fact that

Uminary stage, and It is premature to

forecast anything deflnlte. not to say un- the rM , responsibility rests with
wise. While the conflicting reports of

j

Discussing the same subject, the
the conference make It difficult to form

an idea as to the final result, the vernacu-

lar Press nevertheless apparently enter-

to the success of the

but reading between the lines

we observe something like a quiet asaur

ance on the part of the Press that the

conference will be productive of the re-

sult for which It has been convened.

The Peace Conference Is now opened.

received by the Foreign

tbe views of the Votiitche
Zeitung from among the comments of

several German Journals on the peace I Mys lDe Jifi tfMmpo, and tbe Japanese
terms proposed by Japan. It Is worth

]
termB have been formally handed over

j ,he
observing, however, that the proposals

actually made by Japan bave never yet

public officially, and the

are based upon the

reports of correspondents. The Tosstscfte

The world has now been Informed of

to tbe Russian envoys, whose reply Is
|
thi

.Nippon says that Russia has given the
world to understand that she Is not pre-

pared to conclude peace by payment of
Indemnity or cession of territory. Such
a declaration, however it may appear ab-
surd to the Japanese, seems to bave some
validity from the Russian point of view.

They allege that though Russia has been
beaten In war more than once, she has
never been compelled either to pay In-

demnity or

it accept Japan's demands ln

they would. If

to, prove a blow to tbe Russian amour
propre. Russia considers that the con-

expected shortly. That the Russians

to lighten the terms

goes without saying.
, cession to Japan of rights in Korea and

and though Japan is not In a mood to Manchuria, which are the cause of the
reconsider her claims, which constitute war. would be sufficient to meet Japan's
the " Irreducible minimum." it will be claim. But facts are stubborn things

tbe terms demanded by Japan from I necessary to bold several meetings be- while Russia Is Indulging In her vaunt-
Russia. Although the demands cannot be tween the respective envoys before a |ngs, Saghallen has come Into Japanese
regarded as llKht. yet they are naturally ' nna i decision Is arrived at. In tbe mean- occupation and a similar fate awaits
considered Justifiable by Japan as the

victor. The ceding of the Russian leases

4n the Uaotung ; the evacuation of the

-whole of Manchuria by Russia ; the re-

to China of all the privileges

time, the air Is thick with rumours of all

the prospects of the

favourable or otherwise.

Of course opinion Is divided, but. says the

Jifi, If we read the slgna of the situa-

Kamcbatka. together with a large por-
tion of the Siberian littoral, in the near
future. Though Russia seems to have

the Inevitableness of the

of one piece of territory or
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ther. she is reported to be determined to

refuse the payment of an indemnity. She
has declared more than once, our Tokyo
contemporary continues, that If she had

money to pay an Indemnity it would be

used in the prosecution of the campaign.

It is, however, doubtful whether such an

opinion Is really held by the Russian Go-

vernment. The latter may perhaps be

able to raise a foreign loan for the pur-

poses of an indemnity, whereas It would

be next to Impossible to do so for a con-

tinuance of the war. In short, the Rus-

sian objections to Japan's demand seem

to be giving way step by step, and how-

ever embarrassing the condition of her

finances may be, it is not likely that

Russia will break off the peace negotia-

tions merely on account of the Indemnity

question. Of course there will be much
discussion about the amount of the In-

demnity, but no Importance need be at-

tached to the alleged Russian refusal to

pay either indemnity or cede territory.

After all. the question Is evidently one of

degree.

One of the most noteworthy features

of the peace negotiations, in the opinion

of the Tokyo Atahl. Is that the Russian

envoys have not asked for an armistice.

Tne reason of this is believed to be that,

according to report. Russia, prior to the

opening of the conference, asked Japan

through President Roosevelt if she would

consent to an unconditional armistice.

Japan, however, refused the proposal.

By piecing together the fragmentary

messages that reach Japan from Europe

and America, it is becoming more and

more evident that Russia has as much
misunderstood Japan as she has miscal-

culated her own position. Seeing the

prompt consent Japan gave to President

Roosevelt's Invitation to the pe«« con-

ference. Ruasla seems to have concluded

that Japan was tired of the war and

promptly forgot all about her defeats at

Liaoyang, the Shaho, Mukden, and the

Japan Sea. Russia's mistake does not

stop here. 8he appears to have gone to

such a length as to suppose that if she

has failed to score a single victory In the

past, an ultimate victory will neverthe-

less be hers it the campaign is prosecuted.

Such being the case, Russia considered

her participation in the conference

rather In the nature of a concession to

Japan, and that peace might be cheaply

bought without payment of indemnity or

cession of territory'- This supposition

may account for the blustering state-

ments, some of them intended as threats

towards Japan, that have been scattered

broadcast by Russian statesmen and the

Press. The Russian envoys appear to

stick to the decision based on the mis-

taken nation of tne respective position

of Japan and their country. Our London
correspondent, continues the Aiahi, who
is usually well informed, reports that

Russia objects to the cession of Sagba-

llen. though she would allow Japanese

the right to engage In the fisheries round

the island and along t»» aiuerian coast,

would be wilung that Manchuria should

be divided between the two countries, a

line being drawn between the districts

occupied by the respective armies, and

Russia would also recognise Japan's para-

mountcy In Korea, but that no troops

should be allowed to be stationed on the

I 'ron tiers. Such are the terms based on

I mutual concessions with which the

I
Japanese were acquainted by Russia prior

to the outbreak of the war. Japan may

have listened to these proposals before

the war. but circumstances have com-

pleiely altered the case. We shall not be

surprised therefore, the Tokyo Journal

concludes, if we hear of a rupture in the

negotiations at any moment, though we

feel sorry for President Roosevelt, at

whose instance the conference has be*o

called.

THE NORTHERN EXPEDITION.

UKIi lifts OF APM1BAL KATAOKA

In a dispatch published yesterday by

the Naval Staff of the Imperial Head-

quarters, Admiral Kataoka. Commander-

in-Chief of the naval forces In the North,

says :
—

"On the 13th instant, a division of th«

squadron discovered the presence on Cape

Naialeva In the Straits of Tartary, of a

body of Russian guards. After shelling

the Russians our ships landed a parly,

when the enemy suddenly sent a hot

fire from the thick woods on the sea

beach. One of our men was killed and

four olhei-a were wounded. The landing

party, however, drove the enemy away

and destroyed the signal station."

In a further dispatch. Admiral Kata-

oka says :

—

" According to the report of Lieutenant

Harada, In command of a destroyer

flotilla which has been cruising along the

coast of Sagballen, on Sunday morning

the flotilla attacked the remnant of the

enemy, taking quarters at the telegraph

office at Nalolo, and captured the whole

party. 18 in number, together with some

arms and telegraph apparatus."

Thursday, August 17th.

"IT ESSAGES from London through I

Reuter's Agency are as follows :
—

The question discussed by the Con-
ference on Saturday August the 12th was
the recognition by Russia of Japan's pre-

ponderating position in Korea.

The plenipotentiaries re-assembled on
the 14th. when the clause in the ptacc
terms relating to the status of Korea was
disposed of.

A Portsmouth message states that Ar-

ticles II. and 111. of the proposals for

terms of peace were settled on the Utb.
These relate to the vacuatlon of Man-
churia, with the abandonment by Russia
of her rights there and the cession of the

Chinese Eastern Railroad south of Har-
bin.

Another London dispatch, dated August
12th (delayed by the CenBor) states that

with practical unanimity the Russian!
Press strongly opposes the Japanese;
terms as these are reported In the news-'

papers. The Bourte Gazette says that

the peace conditions must be settled on

the battlefield, not at Portsmouth. A
different view Is taken by the French
Press. The Paris Afafin thinks that the

terms now published oBer an acceptable

•
• •

A telegram from Ixmdon dated August

15th staled that pessimism regarding the

result of the conference was growing in

London. On the other hand, the French
Press continued hopeful. The deairt

shown by the Japunese to maintain the

details of the discussion secret was gener-

ally supported by tht leading journals i,<

England, and the Timet had a vigorous

leader on the Jnatlce oi the demand.

A Portsmouth telegram dated the 13th

I is as follows :

—

I-ast night M. Wltte was Induced to

glvt- newspaper correspondents an inter-

I view, in the course of which the Russian

plenipotentiary made the following state-

ments :—
" The terms proposed by Japan consist

of twelve Articles. The question relating

to Korea was taken up at today's meet-

ing, but the meeting was adjourned Be-

fore any decision had been arrived »'„

The Japanese demand in regard to Korea

was the recognition by Russia of Korea

being within the sphere of the Japanese

influence.

"
I think the settlement of each ques-

tion will occupy two days, so that the

discussion of twelve Articles will reqtnrf>

twenty-four days. Some questions being

complicated, however, may involve longer

consideration. In that case tie confer-

ence will take altogether at least thirty

days.

"I positively repudiate the allegata

that 1 have asked Baron Kmura to con-

sent to an armistice.

" I am here lo seek peace and will Jo

all In my power to attain that end, but 1

am confident that. In case the negotis-

tlons end in failure, the Russian people

will unite In prosecuting the war."
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Scenes from the Northern Expedition

The City of Petropavlovsk The veisel lying in port is the Japanese schooner " Kwinyen-maru
."

which was seized by the Rimians some ye in ago.

The Russian cruiser " Hovik. at she lies off the city of Korsakovak She was sunk by the

Japanese cruiser "Chitose," on August 20, 1904. • ,,.
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PRISONERS OF WAR FROM
SAGHALIEN.

OKXKRAt. MAP1XOFF *T AOMORI.

Lieutenant-General Liapunoff. late Mili-

tary Governor of Saghallen, and a num-
ber of officer* and men. who recently

surrendered, arrived at Aomori on Satur-

day last. General Ripnoff was Introduced

to Major Isaka, commander of the Aomori

garrison, who Informed the Genera) that

he would be sent to Sendal, where he was

to be Interned, by train In the evening.

Major Isaka expressed his regret that

comfortable accommodation could not be

given at Aomori, as the place was far

away from the capital.

The Russian General, having thankerl

the Major, stated that he desired to re-

port to the Tsar on the situation of

affairs and the fate of the garrison of

Saghallen. without delay. He also de-

sired to send a communication to h!.=.

family, and asked to be sent to his de-

stination Immediately. General Llapunoll

was accompanied by three Captains, two

Ensigns, and six private soldiers. A
Colonel, three Lieutenant-Colonels, and
three Captains were sent to Hlrosakl.

The prisoners from Saghallen who ar-

rived at Aomori on Saturday numbered
400 In all.

According to the latest returns made
by the authorities, the Russian prisoners

taken in Saghallen number up to data

6,102.

Nalolo, at which place a destroyer

Sunday, as reported by Admiral Kataoka,

Is situated on Patience Bay about 150

miles north of Korsakovak. Cape Laza-

refT, where a party was landed by a

Japanese squadron on Sunday, as jien-

ln another dispatch of Admiral

Kataoka. Is on the Siberian coast. «0

miles north of De Castries Bay. The lif-

tance between Saghallen and the -naln-

land there is only about four miles, and
at this part is very shallow.

successful conclusion of the negotiations

Is almost hopeless until the

REPORTED DISASTER TO A
JAPANESE EXPEDITION.

We learn from a vernacular exchange

that towards the end of last month a

Japanese officer and 93 men and 3

Koreans were drowned in an attempt to

ford a small river in North Korea during

a heavy storm.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

The Foreign Office Is In receipt of a
telegram stating that In publishing the

Russian reply to the terms proposed by

Japan, as forwarded by Reuter's agency,

the Austrian Press make pessimistic com-

ments on the situation, but generally

hopes that the negotiations will not end

In failure. The speedy reply of M. Wilte

Is taken by the Press to show that the

Russian plenipotentiaries are disposed to

proceed with the negotiations without

delay.

SITUATION IN MANCHURIA.

HK I Rll IK II KM BKPOKTEP.

A telegram received by the Foreign

Office gives the following as a summary
of ao article in the Berlin Tagehlatt on

the peace conference :—
The Russian plenipotentiaries may

naturally consider the Japanese demands

so excessive that they cannot be accepted

by Russia. They may find it difficult

even to make the proposed terms a basis

of negotiation. M. Witte, however, shows

a disposition to avoid doing anything that

would Imperil the success of the negotia-

tions as far as practicable, and is ex-

pecting the powerful assistance of Pre-

sident Roosevelt in making the

a success. In the reply to the

demands at Portsmouth. Russia has de

dared that she was In no way respon-

sible for the outbreak of the war. Whe
ther this statement is Justifiable or not.

It is difficult to say. War was declared

by Japan, but, as the world la well aware,

it was actually provoked by Russia. A

A dispatch from Marshal Oyuma pub-

lished by the War Office yesterday Is a»

follows :
—

,

Early on Monday morning, the Hth In-

stant, a Russian force consisting of about

a battalion of infantry and two troops of

cavalry, with eight guns and twelvi

machine guns, came out to make an ai-

tack on our position in the vicinity ot

Erhsilipao, about seven miles north of

Changtu. They were Immediately re-

pulsed. In this action, only one man was

wounded on our side, but about thirty-

five Russians were killed or wounded. Ac

about the same time another force of the

enemy, comprising about three companir:.

of infantry and about two troops of

cavalry, also advanced forward to op-

position about seven miles north-west ot

Changtu. They were repulsed at 2 Id

o'clock In the afternoon. The enemy, ve-

treated northward, leaving ten dead

bodies on the field. In the direction <'

Welyenpaomen a small force of the enen;y

made its appearance, but It was at on.'u

Friday, August IM.

k LONDON telegram to the Chronicle

dated August ISth is as follows :

—

It appears that the Chinese railroad

clause was not settled yesterday, and the

consideration of this clause will come
later. The restoration of \he Chinese ad-

ministration in Manchuria Is agreed

following day the appended
dispatched from the same

On the

source :
—

The first three claus

posalu

been stated, the proposal that the pro-

ceedings be conducted In private was first

made by M. Wlttt. who with Baron
Komura signed an agreement to tha»

effect.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

PRESS COMMENT ON
SITUATION.

>f Japan's pro-

agreed to yesterday.

The well-informed correspondent of the

Daily Telegraph, whose information Is

derived from personal acquaintance with
M. Wltte. declares that Russia will posi-

tively refuse to agree to the cession of

and the payment of an tu-

that nothing but the com-

J

plete withdrawal of these termB can com-
rasa peace.

The Timet correspondent at the confer-

what nasience states that, contrary to

The latest intelligence from the Peace

Conference has been of such a nature

that the Japanese Press now agrees In

taking a decidedly gloomy view of the

situation. Newspapers of a Chauvinist

tendency profess surprise at what they

consider the Inadequate termR of peace de-

manded by Japan, and say the Japanese

will have no cause of regret if such easy

terms are found unacceptable by Russia.

If rumour Is to be ci edited, the Ji;i

says, Russia has refused to enter-

tain Japan's terms as to the reimburse-

ment of the war expenses and cession of

Saghalien. If these two Items be ex-

cepted, the rest are of secondary Import-

ance, and it Is doubtful whether there Is

much room left for further discussion.

The only territory of which the cession

I* demanded is already In the occupauon
of Japanese troops. As to monetary com-
pensation Japan. In order to save the

Russian awnvr propre. used the word "re-

imbursement " and proposed to limit the

amount to that which has been actually

Incurred as the result of the war. If sum
extremely liberal terms are not accept-

able to Russia, this simply shows mat
she has no sincere desire to negotiate

for peace, and consequently the blame for

the breaking off of negotiations will cot

attach to Japan. It Is rather curious

to observe that Russia, who has almoxt

Ignored Saghalien during the thirty

years of occupation, should suddenly dif-

the rich resources of the island.
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so that Its occupation by Japanese If said

to have caused great excitement in St.

Petersburg. The Russians probably In-

tended to offer Saghalien in lieu of an

indemnity when the terms of peace cane

to be discussed, and they have evidently

met with disappointment in the unex-

peeled occupation of the island by Japan-

ese. Such being the case, it is not unna-

tural that they Bhould pretend to decline

to rede the Island, with the object of

reducing the Indemnity as much as pos-

sible ami finally surrendering the Island

in place of money. Saghalien, however,

is now In Japan's hands, and its cession

being a mere matter of form there 1:. no

reason why the Indemnity should be re-

duced on that account. As to the com-

asked for. this being a ro-

of expenditure. Of

Japan wll not make an

If Japan has offered easy terms to Russia,

fortifications at the terminus of

the Eastern Chinese Railway by

taking over the control of the

line as far as Harbin, and to make
Saghalien a naval and military base as

against Vladivostok and the Siberian

coast? Such plans. If undertaken, will

Involve enormous expenditure without

proportionate benefit. In the terms of

peace as reported there Is nothing regard-

ing Vladivostok, the acquisition of which

by Japan is almost agreed upon among
the Japanese. Not even its disarmament

is mentioned. . . . Now that the terms

have been offered to Russia It Is not

advisable to take the Government to task

for Its blunders, but It Is advisable that

the Japanese envoys should show a firm

front and not budge an Inch from the

Btand they have taken. They should give

no room for the Russians to play their

artful diplomacy. Indeed, the Japanese

she has done so for the sake of peace will not be sorry If the negotiations

and humanity, and If Russia cannot see should come to an abrupt end at any

her way to accept them the only result

will be to increase her humiliation and

responsibilities.

The Tokyo Jfainichi says that the re-

moment. The world will readily re-

cognise which is the really responsible

party in causing the failure of the con-

ference. Russia Insists on refusing

fusal by the Russian envoys of Japan's humiliating terms, but she seems to lose

terms will create no surprise, and will sight of the fact that tae real humiliation

be more welcomed by the Japanese than Is her defeat In the campaign, of which

legretted. The proposal of President all the world knows. It would be

prising Indeed, the

If Russli

terms after her humiliating defeat.

by the Kaiser, to

stop If possible the further horrors of

war for the sake of humanity. If it is

viewed from Japan's standpoint, came a

little too early. Despite this fact, she

willingly accepted the Invitation to the

peace conference apart from considera-

tions of her own interests. Russia, how-

ever, is not yet able, or protends not to

be able, to see herself In her true position.

What Japan deems liberal Russia consi-

ders exorbitant, and where there is no

hope In the eyes of the world Russia sees

If Russia decides to continue the

ipan will find no cause for regret.

Of course, we do not mean to hinder

the return of peace, the Mainichi con-

tinues, but. if the Japanese demand Is

accepted by Russia. Vladivostok will re-

main her naval base as heretofore, and

her troops, once withdrawn, may again

be concentrated on Harbin. The failure

of the negotiations, should this be the

result, will prove a blessing in disguise

to Japan, for It will then give her an

opportunity to carry out the plans cal-

culated to ensure the permanent peace of

the East.

The reported terms of peace have evi-

dently been framed, the Sippon writeB,

on the basis of the existing conditions of

the campaign, and consequently no re-

ference is made to the Interests to be

acquired by Japan before long by the

development of operations In Manchuria

and the Siberian littoral. Such term*

FRENCH PRESS ON THE
PEACE TERMS.

The Foreign Office is In receipt of a

telegram giving a summary of French
Press opinion on the peace proposals of

Japan. The telegram says :
—

On the 12th Instant the French Press

generally commented on the peace terms

of Japan, which were reported on the pre-

vious day by the Havas agency. Le
Journal, Le Tempt and Le Journal det

Debatt regard the terms as severe, but

at the same time admit that they are not

of such a nature that they cannot be ac-

cepted as a basis of negotiation.

Le Journal declares that the terms in

no way affect any of Russia's vital in-

terests In the Amur district proper, as

the destruction of Russia's military power
at Vladivostok is not involved. What is

Important in the terms Is only the ceding

of Saghalien and the payment of an In-

demnity. The first of these demand*.
This Island was acquired In 1826. and has

however, would fall lightly

e»er since been left in utter

that It can now hardly be

Russian territory. As regards the In-

demnity, the Article Is described not

as " Indemnity " hut as a recompense for

must have been acceptable to Russia front ' Japan's expenditure, and while this ques-

what has been declared by M. Wltte. !
tlon may Involve a great deal of dls-

Japan's demands are of such a nature as
|
cussion, it is indisputable that the word

pule In the future, such as the evacua-

tion of Manchuria by Russia, the trans-

fer or cession of the Russian lease of

Chinese territory and the railway from

Port Arthur to Harbin, and the re-

cognition by Russia of the Japan.se

protectorate over Korea. (2) The

question of the ceding of Saghalien

and the payment of an Indemnity. These

the French Journal describes as consti'-

ing a more delicate problem, and remarks

that some means must be found to arrive

at an amicable settlement. (3) The

limitation of Russian naval strength and

the surrender of the war-ships Interned

at neutral ports. Le Tempi declares that

as these two conditions are calculated to

Impair the prestige of Russia, one of the

strongest Powers of Europe, and are un

necessary for the preservation of the

future peace of the Far
be persuaded to accept a i

for the warships. Le Tempt says noth-

ing of the fishing rights, but the smaller

journals connected with the Nationalists

regard the grant of such a concession as

a humiliation to Russia.

The Journal (let Debatt urges that if

Kussla desires to obtain assurances for

the safety of her railway to Vladivostok,

It is essential for her to accept the peac*

terms in tola without delay. To that end,

Saghalien may be sacrificed, the indem-

strength In the Far East accepted. Rus-

sia haa no necessity for keeping any navsl

force in the Far East so long as she

has no aggressive designs there, and th>-

is certainly not the time for

to carry out any such

THE RUSSIAN PRESS ON THE
TERMS.

to be more likely to satisfy the Russians

than the Japanese, who will no doubt

find the terms inadequate considering thr

object for which the war has been waged.

Does the Japanese Government really

think tt* terms are sufficient to

the permanent peace of East Asia ?

intend to

used in describing the payment will give

some satisfaction to Russia and enabk
her to consider the demand with a better

grace.

Le Tempt considers the Japanese de-

mands under three beads :— (1) Condi

likely to provoke any International dlv

A telegram received by the Foreixa

Office, Tokyo, gives the following sum-

maries of opinions of the Russian Press

on the peace terms :—
The Xovoe Vremya and most of the

other journals sre urging that the war

should be continued rather than that

terms should be accepted which would b«

humiliating to Russia. They are agreed

that the cession of Saghalien and Hi*

payment of an Indemnity must under no

circumstances be accepted.

The Hutt, regarded as the mouthpiece

of Count Lamsdorff, the Russian Minister

for Foreign Affairs, declares that the

peace terms proposed by Japan embo&j

demands greater than were expected-

The payment of compensation for war

expenditure may be arranged within a

certain limit ; but such stipulation as the

limitation of the Russian naval stren^'ii

in the Far EaBt. the surrender of thr

war-ships Interned in the neutral port*,

and the cession of Saghalien. cannot »

considered for a moment- If Japan

holds out for these conditions, the peace

iM-Kiillaijonx 'I'll l>e taken to :•>• a1 at

end. The same journal expresses PaT

prise that the Japanese Government

should have absolutely refused to dis-

close the terms of peace before their re

itatlves had met the

What can be the i

it asks, between Indicating the
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direct and by means of the Intermediation

of a third party ? There can be no doubt,

the Rusalan paper concludes, that the

object of the Japanese Government In so

firmly declining to disclose Its terms was
to gain time and thus successfully float

the recent loans In England and America.

The Sviel, the orgau of Prince tTktom-

sky. contends that the peace terms pro-

posed by Japan are such as to disgrace

and humiliate Russia. But Russia Is

not in such a position as to necessitate

the payment by her of an Indemnity. M
Witte should have rejected these de-

mands Immedlataly on becoming ac-

quainted with them, and have broken off

the negotiations at once.

The Liberal and Radical journals, how-

ever, take an entirely different attitude,

strongly urging the conclusion of peace.

They maintain that Russia as the van-

quished must give way sooner or later

Unless Russia bad determined to make

concessions, she would not have agreed

to the opening of the negotiations fa

these Journals urge, the Russian Govern-

ment must weigh the national interest,

without merely considering the "face"
of the Empire In the eyes of the world.

SITUATION IN MANCHURIA.

Mm or BAINY SRASOM.

to the Foreign Office the

following dispatch of General LlMvitch,

dated August 13th :—
" The enemy took the offensive In the

vicinity of the defile of Yang-l-llng, but

they were repulsed before they had
reached our position. Yesterday morning
the enemy again took the offensive

of the Manalln road and railway.

advanced from both

was repulsed at 11 a.

who advanced from

were pursued by the

directions.

The

of the railway

cavalry and
retreated to their former position."

A Tokyo dispatch states that the end
of the rainy season in Manchuria is now
approaching, and already the rainfall haa

much abated. The condition of the roads

In Manchuria is Improving and it is ex-

pected that the Japanese will shortly be

able to resume operations. Reinforce-

ments for the Russian army continue to

arrive day after day, the newcomers
being sent direct to the front The Rus-

sians, also, are apparently waiting for the

weather to clear up before resuming

operations. Their activity In Uie past

few days, reported in the dispatches from

Marshal Oyama, may be understood to

be the overture of a general engagement,

but there are no signs of general activity

as yet.

Saturday, August 19r7/.

MESSAGES through Reuters Agency
dated August lfitn and 17th respec-

tively were as under :
—

The plenipotentiaries announce that

Article V. was discussed yesterday, but

owing lo a divergence of views it was de-

clined to proceed with the other artlcie.*.

Article VI. has been agreed upon.

[Article V. Is supposed to refer to the

limitation of Russia 1

* naval strength.!

The envoys have agreed to Articles VII.

and VIII. of the terms, which are as-

sumed to have refence to the Chlneae
Eastern Railway, wiin the exception of

one point requiring elaboration.

M. WITTE AND HI8 ENEMIES.

the

llary of M. Witte was announced, it

naturally created the Impression that

was at last willing to end the

on any reasonable terms. According
to a view expressed by the correspondent

of a London paper, those best Informed
look upon the appointment in a different

light. He continues

It appears to the uninitiated onlooker

that the Tsar has at last turned to the

only great statesman who Is qualified to

deal with the situation, and given him
(arte blam-he lo make peace with a for-

eign enemy as a preliminary to the solu-

tion of the- difficulties of the domestic

problem. If this were the real attitude

of the Emperor and his Immediate coterie,

there would be some hope of the peaceful

of Russia and reorganlsa-

of the Government without the

sacrifice of the dynasty or autocracy, but

there Is reason to fear several sinister

motlveB underlie M. Wltte's selection.

His appointment has been advocated by

the very men who accomplished his

downfall two years ago and been granted

by the Tsar with great unwillingness.

There are many reasons why M. Wltte's

enemies should be glad that he Is will-

ing to undertake the difficult and thank-

Usb task. He has the strongest personal

following or any man in Russia. It Is

to him the nation will turn for guidance

in case the present order of things Is

overturned by any Liberal movement.

The palace clique will be glad to have

him out of the country during the next

three months. They believe that If be

happen to negotiate a Treaty

the nation would regard as

humiliating to Russia, his prestige would

be destroyed. They have no Idea of per-

mitting the ratification of any such

Treaty, but If he should advocate such a

i-ourse It would answer the same purpose.

On the other hand It is unnecessary

to point out that Witte himself Is fully

aware of the foregoing considerations.

He quite understands the machinations

of bis enemies and he has accepted the

appointment. It is fair to assume he

will know how to protect himself. Hla

patriotism Is not of the sublime sort

which seeks martyrdom, lie Is a shrewd

politician as well as lapahle statesman.

In fact, he is the last man in Russia who

would allow the enemy to make a cats-

paw of him. It would not be surprising

If it should happen that important

changes in both the policy and personnel

of the regime now controlling Russia's

destinies should take place during M.

Wltte's absence. He might then be able

to return and undertake the herculean

task of reformation In the administration

of the Government

JAPAN AND PEACE.

IMPATIENT PATRIOTS

BKSOLITIOXS AT A TOKYO

The result of the publication of the

alleged terms of peace la to be observed

In their effect on ultra-patriots In Japan.

A body entitled the Kowa Mondal Doshi

Rengokal, or Peace Question League,

a meeting In Tokyo on Thursday

at which there were present

about three hundred persons. Mr. Kono,

ex-President of the House of

lives, spoke on the object of the

and Messrs. Yamada and Otakl. mem-
bers of the Diet, reported on the result

of a tour in the interior. The meeting

dispersed after unanimously adopting

emal resolutions and giving " BaagaJ
"

for their Majesties the Emperor and
Empress.

The first of the resolutions adoptnd

r<;ids as follows : — In the opinion of thU
Hireling the terms of peace proposed l>y

our plenipotentiaries are moderate to ex-

cess, and are therefore Inadequate to gua-

rantee the permanent peace of the Ear

East. Should any further concession hft

made on the part of our Government,

thereby minimising the present proposal*,

thorltic sponsible must b
1 garded as forfeiting what la due to the
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success of our arm*, and to be sowing the

seeds of everlasting national trouble with-

in (he Empire.

The second resolution reads :—Diplo-
matic negotiations for peace must be

necessarily barked by military operations

In the field in order to ensure success.

While the peace conference Is now In pro

greas the situation at the front remains

virtually as if a state of armistice existed,

to the great regret of this meeting. It Is

earnestly desired that activity be re-

sumed by the Manchurian army without

any loss of time, proudly confident of

the success of tne planB decided upon by

the Imperial Headquarters.

It was also decided to send the follow-

ing telegram to Baron Komura :
—

" Profound resentment prevails In lit

Empire at the overbearing attitude of

Russia at the conference, and this meet-
'

ing hopes your Excellency will take the

I

first opportunity of breaking off the slug-

Smirhty. August Wit.

ARBITER'S telegram dated London
17th instant reads :

—
The conference discussed (he IndmnHy

Article yesterday and failed to agree, this

Article therefore being temporarily laid

aside. The plenipotentiaries next pro

ceeded to consider the Article dealia;;

with the surrender of the Interned war-

ships. Russia by accepting Articles VII.

and VIII. surrenders every vestige of am-

bition in Manchuria and closes the door

to an Ice-free port at Dalny on which she

has spent millions of roubles, and retails

only for non-military purposes (he line

of railway connecting her European po.,

with the Pacific maritime pro-

Inder date AuguBt 18th Renter wired

as follows from London :
—

The plenipotentiaries have disagreed

on Article X.. concerning (he disposal of

the Interned war-ships. The considers

tion of Article XI.. (he llmltadon of th-

Russian naval strength In the Far East,

will be resumed to-day.

THE PEACE PROPOSALS.

riKITTATIO.N TO THE QOVERNMF.XT.

With reference to the remarkable re-

solutions passed by the Kowa Mondal
Doshl Rengokai. or Peace Question

League, which mere published yesterday.

Messrs. Toyama and Yamada on behalf

of the I/eague paid a visit on Friday to

the General Army Staff Office with the

object uf seeing Marshal Marquis Yama-
gata. Chief of the General Army Staff.

The Marshal was absent, and General

Nagaoka. Assistant-Chier, received the

deputation, which presented the resolu-

tion adopted on the previous day, ex-

pressing a hope that the peace negotia-

tions would be backed by military

activity at the from The deputation

added that the authorities were no

doubt fully prepared to act according

to the resolution without a repre-

sentation from them, but the resolu-

tion echoed the voice of the nation, and

General Naraoka was asked to lay It

before Marshal Yamagata
accepted the repre-

Ihis sympathy wl'h

the deputation. The General was about

to proceed to the Palace to wait upon his

Majesty the Emperor, and the deputation

asked that the resolution be laid before

the Throne If an opportunity could be

found.

Messrs. Kono and Otake, another de-

putation, called on Count Katsura. the

Premier, but finding the Minister engaged

left the first resolution with Mr. Naka-

Jlma, the Premier s confidential secretary.

This re-snlutlon Is to the effect that the

terms of peace proposed by Japan are

moderate to excess, and are therefore In-

«ri«iiiai* to Ktiarantee the permanent

peace of the Far Ess- It goes on to

say that should any further concession

be made on the part of the Government,

thereby minimising the present pro-

posals. the authorities responsible must

be regarded as forfeiting what Is due

to the success of the Japanese arms, and

to be sowing the seeds of everlasting

national trouble within the

THE JAPANESE ARMY IN

MANCHUKIA.

XOT IX FAVOt'B OK PKAt K.

On the authority of a Japanese

Just returned from a tour of Inspection

of the Japanese positions at the front,

a Tokyo dispatch stales (h»( the whole

army Is in excellent health and Is en-

tirely free from all disease, of an

epidemic nature. This Is chiefly due to

the excellent sanitary administration of

the Army, and also to the fact that the

climate of Manchuria Is favourable to the

Japanese It will be remembered that the

RnHsians believed the climatic influences

would be against the Japanese, both in

summer and winter, but this opinion,

says the officer, has proved to he wrong.

It Is the Russian* themselves who are

unfitted for the climate

The talk of peace, continues the officer,

is surpristnelv unpopular amonu the

troops at (he front. Any man arriving

from Tokyo is attacked as if he wer«

responsible for the peace negotiations.

Officers and men are resolved to

capture General Linevitch, as their naval

Admlrai Rohjestvcnskr.

They regard it as a duty to capture the

General

clamatioi

spirit. They declare that the nose of

General Linevitch must be broken (1)

The papers published In Tokyo are un-

popular among the troops at the front at

they refer only to peace negotiations and

not to war.

SITUATION AT THE FRONT.

at Shanghai on Thursday says :
—

"On the 11th Instant a large body of

the enemy marched to (he Yangjtllng pass

west of Kuyuslue. but their advance was

checked by our troops, and the enemy re-

treated. On the following day the Japan-

ese resumed the march, but were agala

repulsed.

"At about JO o'clock on the moraine

of the same day five battalions of Japan-

ese advanced from Taolu. north of

They were, however, re-

I. and. pursued by our cavalry, re-

treated to their former position. We

suffered no casualties.

"On the 12th Instant a brigade of tit

Japanese Infantry advanced towards our

west wing, but was repul*ed with h««vy

loss. The same day a llusslan detach-

ment drove the enemy from three villages

south of Paritznla. and bomharded Psbe-

ontang and Jlnoel(T). Our casualties in

this action were II In killed tat

wounded, and the enemy's casualties are

estimated at about 200. Our troops oc-

cupied three villages eight versts nortl

of Changtu.
" In North Korea the enemy, marchias'

from the direction of Knphungsanraittf.

was driven back day after day betwrtS

the 5th and 8th instant. A body "f Jsinn

ese marching from another direction aa*.

driven back in such confusion that tnp>

retreated leaving their killed attd

wounded on the field. On the LTth i

battalion of Japanese infantry and »

squadron of cavalry advanced round .Sin

putanteu, and after driving away on'

advance post, marcned to
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On the 10th our army commenced the

march, and after exchanging artillery Are,

occupied Kophungsanchlng. A company
of Japanese infantry was driven away In

the vicinity of Ongun. The enemy left

four dead nn th* field and arms and im-

A Tokyo dispatch states that the Rus-

sians appear to believe that General

Kawamura and General llasegawa are ad-

vancing side by side against the Russian

left. Of late a strong Russian force has

been concentrated at Hallungcheng. *

kampf acting as advance post It appears

that this force Is 4n communication with

the troops on the bank of the Tuman.
and it is reported that the strength of

the Russian left, being Insufficient, rein-

forcements are being constantly drawn
from Vladivostok, but this report must be

received with reserve.

Tuesday, August "22nd.

JAPANESE SQUADRON AT
KAMCHATKA.

The folloVlng dispatch from the Com-
mander of the squadron seat to Kam-
chatka has been published by the Naval

Staff of the Imperial Headquarters :
—

" On the 13th instant the squadron

captured a Russian transport, the ' Aust-

ria.' In the port of Petropalovsk, Kam-

chatka."

The Foreign Office has received through

Renter's service the following dispatch

of General Linevitch. dated the Utb In-

stant :—
"On the 13th Instant a number of

Japanese torpedo-boats bombarded

Lazareff. Siberia, and attempted to land

• body of men. but were repulsed."

THE JAPANESE DEMANDS.

REPORTED TEXT OP PROPOSALS.

Several versions of the Japanese de-

mands upon Russia laid before the

plenipotentiaries at Portsmouth, N.H..

have been published, but what seems the

nearest approach to the actual text Is

given by the Timet correspondent and

has been wired from the place of con-

ference to the Atahi, which Journal has

courteously communicated the telegram to

us.

The version of the Times correspondent

Is as follows :

—

1.—That Korea shall be Included In the

Japanese sphere of Influence.

2.—That Manchuria shall be evacuated

simultaneously by Japan and Russia.

3.—That territorial sovereignty over

Manchuria shall be restored to China.

i.—That China shall be confirmed In

the full enjoyment of political and com-

mercial autonomy In Manchuria.

(.—That the Island of Saghalien shall

be ceded to Japan.

6.—That the lease of the Liaotung

peninsula shall be transferred to Japan.

7.—That the Chinese Eastern Railway

shall be surrendered to Japan. A special

tton between Japan and Russia by which

the privileges obtained by Russia in 1898

•hall be relinquished to China. [Presum-

ably the privileges In question refer to

the railway In Manchuria. By the Parloff

Treaty signed on March 22nd, 1898.

between Russia and China, relating to the

lease of Port Arthur and Talien, Russia

obtained a concession to construct branch

lines to a certain suitable place on the

sea coast between Newchwang and the

Yalu, In addition to the concession to ex-

tend the line from the Siberian Railway

to Port Arthur and Talien.]

8—That, although Russia enjoys cer

tain privileges in regard to the connec-

tion of the Siberian Railway with Vladi-

vostok by the virtue of a Treaty signed

In 18%, the line connecting Vladivostok

shall be solely under the protection of

China.

9.—The payment by Russia of com-

pensation for war expenses.

10.—The surrender to Japan of the

Russian war-ships Interned at neutral

ports.

11.—The limitation of Russian Naval

strength In the Pacific.

12.—The grant to Japan of fishing

rights on the littoral of Siberia.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

GLOOMV OUTLOOK.

Evidently a deadlock has occurred In

the Peace Conference over the more dif-

ficult Items of the proposed terms, and

the negotiations have been brought to a
temporary suspension pending the con-

sultation by the plenipotentiaries of

their respective Governments. The Jspan-

ese Press takes decidedly gloomy view

of the situation, which, it thinks, offers

no visible loophole of escape from the

anal rupture of the negotiations unless

Russls yields to Japan's demands, for It

would be out of the question for the latter

to reduce what are already thought by

many Japanese to be unduly moderate

conditions. From the attitude reported

to be shown by the negotiators, the Press

la Inclined to the belief that the success-

ful conclusion of peace at this stage Is

almost hopelfcas. Some of the vernacular

Journals profess to welcome the cutting

short of the negotiations rather than the

conclusion of peace with the slightest

concession on the psrt of Japan from

what has been claimed by her.

The Jifi SMmpo says that the refusal

claims regarding the payment of In-

demnity and the cession of territory Is

evidently actuated by the desire to escape

the burden of either of the items or to

lighten the amount of the indemnity as

much as possible. The two points in

question, being the most Important of the

terms of peace, which constitute the

"Irreducible minimum." Japan will of

course not be prepared to make the sllgh-

masntatns her refractory mood there will

be no other course open but to break off

the negotiations and prosecute the cam-

paign with much more vigour and energy

than before. In case of Russia suing for

peace after more of her territory has

come under Japanese occupation, the

amount of indemnity will of course be-

come much larger than at present

claimed, and If she cannot pay an amount
sufficient to satisfy Japan the latter may
take It upon herself to annex whatever

territory she may wish In lieu of money.

It Is eminently desirable that the Japan-

ese envoys should maintain a firm atti-

tude, and it would be advisable for them

to present an ultimatum regarding the

knotty problems which are now blocking

the progress of the negotiations, so as to

bring the conference to a close one way
or another as speedily as possible.

Tbb NicMMch, publishes the opinion

on the peace question of an unnamed au-

thority said to be well versed in diplo-

matic affairs, which, in view of rhe present

situation, will be read with Interest.

" Although I do not pretend to know
the inner secrets of the existing diplo-

matic situation." says this authority,

" there Is no doubt. Judging from the

various reports published, that the nego-

tiations have reached a crucial point.

The questions regarding Korea, Man-
churia, Port Arthur, Oalny. and the

Chinese Eastern Railway, which are re-

ported as having already been disposed

of, are of a comparatively simple nature,

while the payment of Indemnity, the ces-

sion of Saghalien, the limitation of the

Russian naval power In the Pacific, and
the fishing privileges, discussion of which

has been deferred to the last, are of a
very Important and difficult character.

her declarations, which have been scat-

tered broadcast regarding the peace terms.

It may reasonably be expected that she

will assume a firm front in rejecting
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slon of territory. But such ft crisis In

the negotiations Is not surprising ; It

must h»ve been anticipated by the Japan-

*«e plenipotentiaries from the outset, and

there is nothing left to them but to press

their demands. If the negotiations come

to an untimely end on this account the

world will not be slow to see that it Is

through no fault of Japan. Japan finds

absolutely no room for concession on

those important point* which are the

cause of the existing deadlock ; but as it

is said that Japan should make conces-

sions for sake of peace and humanity. If

not for the sake of Russia herself. It

would not be out of place for Japan to

show her magnanimity by withdrawing

her demand with regard to the Interned

Russian vessels and fishing privileges.

As to the question of indemnity and the

cession or Sftghallen, however. Japan

must not recede an inch of the

she has taken, even should this

mean the suspension of the confer* nee.

" Japan has Incurred enormous expendi-

ture of money In the present war." con-

tinues this authority. " which was pro

roked by the arbitrary actions of Russia.

It Is therefore only natural that Russl;"J

should be required to reimburse her the

expenditure of the war, as otherwise

Japan may find considerable difficulty In

consolidating her finance. As for Sagha-

llen, not only Is It a: the present moment
In Japanese possession, but Japan has

already set about the work of governing

the Island with a Tlew to Its permanent

occupation. If the Government is now
forced to abandon the Island It will no

doubt Incur serious and well-merited op-

position and attack from the people.

Nobody, however, knows whether the

Japanese Government will not finally

agree to the offer of mutual concession

and abandon one or other of Its claims

reporting the indemnity and the cession

or Saghalien. Even If ihe Japanese en-

voys find themselves inevitably compelled

to abandon one or the other of these

claims. It can scarcity be supposed that

they would take SAghnllcn in substitution

for an indemnity.
" The people may perhaps be pacified

by Jiipan receiving Saghallen." the writer

ronrludcs, " if they are made acquainted

with ;he difficult nature of the situation,

hut it the Government consents to peace

on an Inadequate Indemnity It will thereby

place Itself In a

responsibility."

position of the graven

RECENT RELEASE OF BRITISH

PRISONERS BY RUSSIA.

Papers brought by the last mall report

that on July 13th the Tsar ordered the

release of the following British officers of

tht Japanese transport " Sado-mara."

which was torpedoed by Ihe Russians in

June 15104:—George Anderson, mast'T :

William Kerr, chief engineer ; John

Dring. chief officer ; and Angus Car-

michael. first engineer.

These officers were taken to Vladivostok

by the Russian cruisers " Rossla " an,l

" Rurlk." They hare been nearly a year

under detention, and Ihelr release is Ifei

result of personal representations m»*t«

hy Sir Charles Hardlnge to the Tsar, with

the hearty co-operation of Count Lsm«-

dorfT. the Minister for Foreign Affair*

It la stated that ihe Taar'a clemency

towards these prisoners has produced an

excellent imprer-slon In the British colony

at St.

Wednesday, August 23rd.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

rEAKH OF THE CIIArviMHTg.

In consequence of the reported Inter-

vention of President Roosevelt to bring

the peace negotiations to a successful

Issue, and also In fear of the possibility

of the Japanese Government making con-

to Russia, the " Peace Question
' appears to be becoming anxious

of the results. On Sunday afternoon the

committee .of the League adopted resolu-

tions to tbt effect that a general meeting

of the members of the League throughout

the Empire be held in Tokyo on the 1st

proximo : that speakers be sent to tour

the Kwansal district ; and that the com-
mittee of the League call on the Blder

Statesmen and the Ministers of State

and urge them to stand firm on their de-

mands in the peace negotiations, and re-

fuse to consider any concessions.

of the Diet and other

iticians of both parties

outside the House held a meeting

on Monday at the Kyushu Club,

Tokyo, and considered the present

position In regard to the peace negotia-

tions. The meeting adopted a resolution

to the effect that Japan should not make
any concessions In the

sented to Russia. If any
now made In the terms, it is urged, the

Government is ignoring the primary

object of the war. which was to assure

the permanent peace of the Far East.

The meeting nrged the two great political

parties to take action to uphold the

Japanese demands, and expressed the

opinion that it was a mistake to remain

quiet at the present critical Juncture.

THE INTERNED RUSSIAN

WAR-SHIPS.

A VALHAUIX FORTE.

The Russian war-ships now Interned at

neutral porta, the surrender of which is

demanded by Japan—number 28 and are

in themselves a considerable force. Of

the total, 12 are Interned at Shanghai-
namely, the cruiser " Askold." gun-boat

" Mandjur," destroyers " Grcaovoy " anil

" Bodry," auxiliary . ,i..:s " Vladimir,"

"Voroney." - Yoroslav." "Korea" and

the torpedo store-ship

a water boat ; 6 are »t

Tslnglao—the battleship " Tsesarevltch."

destroyers " Beztratshny," " Bexupret-

shny." " Beihumny," " Smely," and

" Botky "
; 3 at Manila—the crullers

" Aurora," " Oleg." and " Zemtchug "
;

4 at Chefoo—the destroyers " Serdlty,"

•• Vlastny." " Skory." a.id Slatny. Torre

are also the cruiser " Diana " at Saigon,

at San Fran-

Terek
'

at Botavia.

RUSSIAN VESSELS AT
YOKOSUKA.

A Russian steamer and another vessel

which were recently captured in tht. Soy»

Channel by the Japanese arrived at Yok*

auka on Monday. Judge Hasegsw*.

Chief Judge of Ihe Yokosuka Prix* Court

and other officials of the Court, on '!*

day examined the
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Tliursday, August 2it/t.

A LONDON message to the Chronicle of

August 24th Mid :
—

The tide has turned. It 1* now believed

that the answer of Baron Roun to Pre-

sident Roosevelt was satisfactory, and
the negotiations will not be broken off

at to-morrow's (22nd) meeting as ex-

pected. The tone of the newspapers,

hitherto pessimistic, has become optimis-

tic since the intervention of President

Roosevelt.

JAPANESE EX-PRISONERS OF
WAR.

By the German mall steamer " Preus-

aba," which arrived at Nagasaki on Tues-

day morning there arrived as passengers

a small body of Japanese soldiers wno
were taken prisoner by the Russians at
Helkoutal last year, and have since been
imprisoned In Russia. The party con-

sisted of Surgeon Arlta, a sergeant-major,

and Ave other non-commissioned officers,

and 13 men. The reasons for the release

of the prisoners are not given.

THE INVESTMENT OF
VLADIVOSTOK.

HEPOBTED M0VKMEXT OF OKNEBAL

HA8E0AWA.

News has reached Tokyo from Europe
to the effect that General liascgawa'8

army, said to be 100.000 strong, haa
crossed the Tuman into Russian terri-

tory. THe army now remains at a point

33 miles from the frontier, but is not ex-

pected to remain in that position long.

General Hasegawa will Immediately
press upon Vladivostok, and will

then overrun the country between
Peter the Great Bay and the Amur.

The situation is critic*! on the

east, but General Llnevitch cannot Bend

assistance to the Oeneral at Vladivostok,

as he himself Is being pressed by Marshal

Oyama. Should General Llnevitch at-

tempt to relieve Vladivostok, the report

says, he would meet with the fate of

Marshal MacMahon at Metx.

WAR-SHIPS RE-NAMED.

The Japanese authorities have re-named

the war-ships which have been refloated

•t Port Arthur and Chemulpo. The bat-

tleship "Peresvlet" Is now known as the
" Sagaml," the battleship " Poltava " as

the " Tango," the armoured cruiser

" Bayan " as the " Aso," the armoured
cruiser " Pallada " as the " Tsugaru," and

the cruiser " Varyag " as the " Soya."

SITUATION IN MANCHUKIA.

Some effort is evidently being taken in

St. Petersburg to make It appear that the

Russian forces under General Llnevitch

are by no means Inferior to those under
Marshal Oyama. According to news reach-

ing Tokyo, the Russian Government baa

given out that upon the arrival at the

front of the 19th Army Corps the strength

of General Llnevitch will be sach that

he will have 130.000 more men In the

field than his opponent, when Llnevitch

will take the offensive according to the

plan of operations at the end of the rainy

season.

Regarding these reports, a Tokyo
authority says that as a matter of fact

the Tsar and the military authorities in

St Petersburg are keenly anxious about

They are in possession of Information to

the effect that the Japanese are within

ten miles of Fenghua. The Russian line

of battle extends from Klrln to the

frontier of Mongolia, forming a semicircle

curving northwards. The total strength

of the Russians will not be more than

450,000 and 1,500 guns upon the arrival

of the 19th Army Cops, while Marshal

Oyama haa received large reinforcements

and is in command of about 580,000 men
and 1.700 guns. The Russian left wins;

has been compelled to withdraw from posi-

tions south-west of Klrln, which are now
occupied by General Kawamura's army.

General Nogl is facing the Russian ex-

treme right, and Is in touch with the

Cossack outpost under General Mist-

chenko.

This information, it is said, was kept

secret by the Tsar's Government, but It

bss become known to foreign correspon-

dents. In its present situation the Rus-

sian army la believed to be In a critical

position.

The Asahi publishes a telegram from

the front stating that on Saturday morn-

ing a mixed force of Russians In the

direction of Kirln made an advance, but

retreated at dusK after exchanging a light

Ore. Their strength was estimated at

about one brigade.

THE CAPTURED RUSSIAN
TRANSPORT.

The Russian transport which was
captured by the Japanese at Petropav-

lovsk. Kamchatka, on the 13th instant,

the name of which Is variously reported

as "Austria" and "Australia," arrived

at Yokosuka on Sunday. Five passengers

carried by the steamer were released at

Yokosuka. Two of them are Americans,

one a German, and two Belgians.

Friday, August 25th,

T> EUTER telegraphed from London oa
the 22nd Instant as follows :

—

A summarised version of the Peace
Protocol, which has been published after

being submitted to-day to the conference,

shows that both parties adhere to thel;

respectlve positions regarding the pay.

RUSSIAN REFUGEES.

living in the northern part
of Haghallen. having applied to the
Japanese authorities to be sent to Rus-
sia, are to be brought to Aomori next

JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF
THE SIBERIAN LITTORAL.

According to a telegram from St.

Petersburg dated the 1st Inst, the Impos-

sibility of Russia defending the coast of

her Uasurl territory resulted in the aban-

of the entire province border-

>n the Pacific almost before the Rue-

people knew the Japanese were plan-

ning to occupy the mainland. The Japan-

ese at the beginning of this month had

already established a base at Port Castries

for 30.000 men and seventy-two guns,

with a view of occupying the lower terri-

of the

paring, according to the military corre-

spondent of Ru$tki VUdomosti, to operate

from Saghallen

which is onl:

cart to

they can advance north to

Nlkolalevsk and south to Khabarovsk.
It Is expected this movement will he

accompanied by the dispatch of a flotilla

of gun boats and torpedo-boats to the

Amur River. The entire Russian force

In the Uasnrl territory consists of nine

hattallons of infantry, with a reserve re-

giment formed at Blagoveatebensk. They
have aw artillery. It to Impossible to
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tlons. MarquU Ito expresses himself aj

confident that the Japanese Government
l< conducting the negotiations on such a

as is Hkely to be regarded by the

THE MISTAKES OF THE
GOVERNMENT.

world. This course was welcomed by the

Powers, and led them to hope that Japan

would manage to bring the negotiations

to a successful conclusion even by aacrinc

the cession of territory. This was ano-

ther mistake of the Government, which

must be held responsible for allowing its

representatives at thi- peace meeting to

enter

Mr. Olshl. one of the Progressist

leaders, on Tuesday received a deputation

of politicians who have shown such fear

of latt- that Japan will

satisfactory peace with

giving hia views on the peace terms,

Mr. Olshl remarked that it was an Initial

mistake of the Government that it failed

to ascertain whether the Russian Govern-

ment really had any intention of conclud-

ing peace before entering upon the nego-

tiations. The Government made another

mistake in that It had omitted to as-

certain whether Russia was ready to pay

an Indemnity and cede territory, which
formed the essential part of the terms.

In entering upon the negotiations, the

Japanese plenipotentiaries agreed to post-

pone the discussion of the most important

questions—the Indemnity and the cession

of territory—and decided first the less

Important questions, such as the opening

of Manchuria to the commerce of the

THE 8ALVAGE WORK IN PORT
ARTHUR HARBOUR.

On Tuesday Admiral Shibayama. Com-
mander of the Port Arthur Port Ad-

miralty, telegraphed to the Imperial

Headquarters thai the " Siting," one

of the Russian destroyers sunk In the

harbour of Port Arthur, has been raised.

The " Silrng " Is of 240 tons and had

a speed of 264 knots. She was launched

at Port Arthur just before the outbreak

of the war. The material for her con-

struction was sent from St. Petersburg

In 1901.

The battleship " Sagaml " (late " Peres-

viet") arrived at Saseho on Wednesday
afternoon from Port Arthur

own steam.

which la dally threatened with siege by

General Hasegawa's army. This leaves

open to the Japanese the shore of the

Ussuri territory south of Port Castries to

the bay of Peter the Great. Russia, says

the correspondent, can expect the return

of this territory only as a result of peace

negotiations.

MARQUIS ITO ON THE
NEGOTIATIONS.

The views of Marquis Ito on the peace

question are brief and Blmple. In the

veteran statesman's opinion, according to

a vernacular contemporary, since, Japan

has agreed to opening negotiations for

peace, the terms must not be based solely

on the self-interest of Japan, but must
be such as will be regarded as legitimate

by the Powers. The Towers are care-

fully watching the progress of the nego-

tiations and are in the position of a

Judge who will ultimately decide which
party is Just or unjust in its attitude.

The belligerent who refuses to accept

such termB as are regarded by the Powers
as legitimate or makes claims which are

not Justified will lose the sympathy of the

Powers, and If Japan loses such sym-

pathy. It will become more difficult for

her to attain her object In the negolia-

StUnrdat/, August '2S\th.

THE QUESTION OF PEACE.

PUBLIC ATTlTt-W: IN HI MSIA.

A correspondent writing from St.

Petersburg throws a curious light on the

attitude of the Russian people towards
the peace negotiations. Telegraphing on
the 5lh Inst, he says :

—
Russia awaits the Portsmouth con-

ference with more curiosity than In-

terest. There Is little expectation In

official and unofficial clrclci that peace
will be the outcome. One naturally

seeks motives of bluff in this attitude of

Indifference and scepticism and the pre-

vailing war talk, but these are entirely

absent.

The Idea that Russia, an unsuccessful

belligerent, Is under the necessity to

seek peace, simply does not exist any-

where. This national habit of mind,

which forgets or ignores disagreeable

facts, is one of the amazing and impor-

tant features of the situation.

Some Investigation of the peasant opi-

nion in various parts of the country has

lieon made In the last fortnight. This

counts for little, except that It Is In-

teresting. The ignorant moujlk Bays

:

" Yes, the war should be stopped. Japan

should pay us to make peace, because

she has been successful so far. We can-

not both lose and pay." When It is sug-

gested that Japan would demand pay-

ment of her war expenses, the peasants

unanimously repudiate the Idea and de-

clare the war should continue until Rus-

sia gains eventual success.

According to historic precedents this

may seem merely ludicrous, but It re-

presents the ideas ot the Russian masse;.

If, therefore, the Tsar rejects the demands
of the Japanese for indemnity he will

have the country really behind him for

the first time In prosecuting the war.

It should be understood that there is no
anti-Japanese party at present In Rus-

sia. The idea that M. Witte may Induce

Japan to make a friendly alliance on
liberal terms, bat without indemnity, ap-

peals strongly to a certain section here,

who see in the suggestion the only possi-

bility of peace.

It Is significant that the fiJoro (the re-

puled organ of Alexander Mikhallovitch

and a Journal which Is a strong opponent

of (he Government), which was suppress-

ed a fortnight ago for a month, reap-

pears to-day and ptlnts an article by

Professor Mlgueline. In which he says

should Russia consent to pay Indemnity

masked under any other term it would

mark the beginning of the bankruptcy

which is already threatening Russia. He
adds: "It is no mere question of the

degradation of Russia, which already

has been degraded to the utmost extent,

but now Ib a question of averting econo-

mical bankruptcy. Russia wants peace,

but solid peace, which alone could be

created by an alliance with Japan."

General Llnevltch's campaign of tele-

grams has made a great change of opi-

nion among all classes of prominent per-

sons on the question of wearing out the

enemy, according to the traditional Rus-

sian policy. Most of them are fully

persuaded that General Linevltch can

carry on a defensive campaign, with

occasional retreats after heavy fighting,

to the point of the exhaustion of Japan.

It is an open secret that the programme
of the reformers was to wait until the

Government nad declared itself for peace

or war, and then to take the opposite

side. Their attitude at the present

moment In declaring for peace is strictly

a tactical move due to their positive In-

formation of the Tsar's decision not to

accept any terms Japan may be expected

to offer.
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THE FLEET OF CAPTURED
MERCHANT VESSELS.

Since the outbreak of the war over
fifty foreign steamers have been captured
hy the Japanese Navy and confiscated by
the Prize Court. Of this number, seven-

teen vessels are now In service. The
" Rashu-maru " (late Russian steamer
"Argun") has taken the place of the
" Sblbata-maru " as a light-house

under the Department of

tlons. Tba " 9hlbata-maru " was lost In

the blocking of Port Arthur. The Russian
whaler " Michael " has been taken by the

Department of Agriculture and Com-
merce, and chartered to a private syndi-

cate. With the exception of these two,

all others are in the service of the Navy
as transports, hospital ships, or store-

ships. When peace Is restored and these
vessels are no longer required, they will
be disposed of. together with all other
captured steamers, by public tender. The
names of the captured steamers now in

service are as follows :

—

P»K»SNT N»*a. FORMERLY ToK*.
Kalnhu-maru Row.iu \,m
Kwnotuaic-inaru .. Manjuria _ c.iaa
Rashu-iiiiim .Araun 2,4ns

Karaokl-ntaru Kknterliio-tour MM
Hnten-maru Mukden i.mt
Manshu-maiu Manchuria j,ust

Choaan-maru FupitiK , i.aw
Itotetsu-mnm Oeora-t „_ m
AiiftBanra-maru Angara l.7flo

Schotoro-maru Severma
Ka*ato-maru Kama s.«o
Reklaan-ronru Alexan/er wij

MaUure-maro Bunanri _ j,ouo

Nagnrn-maru N"arntan „ —
Ymira-maru -....Veteran _ i.iin

SAQHALIEN PRISONERS AT
OSAKA.

Pour hundred Russian soldiers taken
prisoner In Saghalien arrived at Osaka
on Friday morning from Aomorl. They
have been Interned at the Hamadera de-

THE PEACE MEETING AT
PORTSMOUTH.

PLE.MPOTCNTIABIES' qt'ABTEBS.

Ikuta-tnaru ..Nlnauta .

JAPANE8E PRISONERS OF
WAR IN RUSSIA.

The number of Japaneae Interned In

Russia as prisoners of war was recently

communicated to the Japaneae Govern-
by the Russian authorities, as 805

It has been ascertained by the Japanese
Government that there are five more be-
sides the above number, and three of them
are Identified. These are Captain Maki,
Lieutenant Kurlta, and Sergeant Yamada,
all taken prisoner In the battle of Mukden.
Lieutenant Kurita has written several

tlmea to his family from the Russian hos-

pital at Harbin. The Japanese authorities

believe the total number of the Japaneae
In the hands of the Russians exceeds 1,000.

Nothing has evidently been left undone
by the United States authorities to make
• he quarters of the plenipotentiaries and
their suites at Portsmouth comfortable
and commodious. The conference room
lis In the centre of the large new naval
stores building at Portsmouth. Here the
dally sessions are held, while ue second
floor of the building Is occupied by the
suites of the plenipotentiaries. A Ports-
mouth telegram of the Gth Inst, says :—
Adjoining the conference room on one

aide Is a suite of three spacious rooms
which have been assigned to the Japan-
ese officials. On the other side it a re-
ception room. Beside Uila la a suite of
three rooms for the use of the Russian
mission. On either side of a corridor
which divides the building are large
dining-rooms, where midday luncheons
will be served to the respective mission*,
and In the eastern dining-room Admiral
Meade, commandant of the navy yard,
will to-morrow give a banquet to the
envoys, their suites and sixty Invited
guests. Two fireproof rooms have been
fitted up for the storage of documents.
The conference room is Imposingly

furnished. A mammoth table In the
centre Is surrounded by huge chairs,
beautifully upholstered in black leather,

The walls of the rooms are draped whh
flags contributed by the Navy in making
the international code signals. The
flags relieve the bare walls In all of the
rooms and are the only decorations.

Handsome desks, tables,

all of the rooms an air of

Persian rugs arc laid upon the floor.

It cost the Cnlted States Government
WipOOO to equip the quarters for the

Without the bulldrna- all

appearance of newness haa been removed.
The borders of the newly laid cement
walk have been sodded and the gravel

walk leading to the landing. 1,0<hi feet

away, haa been put In repair. Every-
thing at the landing stage haR been

AN INTERESTING REFUGE

E

FROM SAGHALIEN.

Among the Russian non-combatants who
arrived at Yokohama on Wednesday from
Saghalien was a Russian of education and
some distinction, whose name la given as

Alexl Torigonl, a doctor of law. This
man was condemned to criminal exile in

Saghalien 25 years ago as an accomplice
or the assassins of Alexander II. Ho is

now 52 years of age. and. according to

the report, a man who was universally

respected in Saghailen. There are said
to have been 39 pollrlcal exiles in the
island, and In an interview Dr, Torigonl
spoke highly of the way they had bepn
treated by the Japanese authorities. He
toys he was brought on to Yokohama at

his own request with the civil officials.

He praises the organisation of the Japan-
ese army and (he discipline and humanity
of the troops. He was grateful for the

treatment he and bis countrymen re-

celved.

Dr. Torigonl Is reported to have aald :—
" Had the Russian Government adopted

the principles we advocated twenty-five

years ago. the present disaster to the

Russian arms would not have been wit-

nessed, and the lives and property of the

Russian people would not have been
thrown away. I have learned from my
friends (mentioning two English names)
of the progress of the war. The Taar and
his advisers appear to have not yet opened
their eyes. I am grieved for my country,

and I am still ready to sacrifice my life

for it"

The refugee said he would like to stop
in Japan but was destitute and living nit

the bounty of his friends, so was not In

a position to choose, He Is going to

America.

It Is stated that Dr. Torigonl s political

»lew» remain unchanged after an exile

of over twenty years. He haa written
many books during exile. Five yean
after arrival In Saghalien, the convict was
freed from his chains and live years later

an exile settler.

Sunday, August 21th.

()
N ,he 24,h ln9t*nt Reuter c*bl «<l the /Indirect contribution to Japan and will i THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS
following intelligence from London:— make no cession of territory. Seemingly'

Count LamBdorff, the Russian Minister

for Foreign Affairs, has authorised

Reuter's St. Petersburg correspondent to

state thai Russia will pay no direct or

the negotiations are no longer in the
handB of the plenipotentiaries, and L'uo

Issue rests with the Tsar, who yesterday
had a conference lasting three hours with
the American Ambassador.

PETITION TO THE PKEMIEK.

Members of the Diet, mayors. Journal-
ists, barristers, and merchants in Tochi/.l

prefecture have addressed the following
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telegram to Count Katsura. the pre-

mier :—
" We are anxious regarding the issue

of the peace negotiations, and hope that

the Government will stand firmly on its

demands which will suffice to attain

Japan's primary object In the war and
assure the permanent peace of the Far

THE AKMIES IN MANCHURIA.

A great deal has been written lately

nit the strength and position of Gene-

ral Llnevltch, but little la positively

Tuesday, Auf/itHt 2fith.

A LONDON telegram to the Chronicle

dated August 26th reads aa follows:—
As a result of the official statement

given out by the St. Petersburg Foreign

Office, declaring that the Russians will

pay no indemnity, direct or Indirect, it

Is the opinion of the majority that the

conference 1b doomed. The European
Press unanimously deplores the decUlou,

and generally upholds the justice of

Japan's demands.

The Timet, referring to Russia, says

there ia no shame In recognising Indis-

putable facts, but there Is guilt In sending

tens of thousands of brave men to death

from empty unintelligent vaunts.

The Temp* gays that Russia's real in-

terests arc to nay the Indemnity and to

make peace.

On the 27th the subjoined Intelligence

was cabled from London :
—

As regards Russia's declaration that

there is no precedent tor demanding an

Indemnity and at the same time retaining,

territory. It Is recalled by the Press that

Russia not only took a large indemnity

from Turkey in 1878, but at the same
time compassed the dismemberment of

the Turkish Empire by means of the con-

ditions she Imposed. Similarly Russia

China in 1900 after the Boxer trouble.,,

while remaining In the occupation of

Manchuria.

As showing the nature ot President

Roosevelt's Intervention In the peace

negotiations, the following Is an authen-

tic summary of his letter to a Russian

official:
—"Russia must not forget that

•he Is beaten, and that Japan, flushed

with victory, deserves compensation for

the losses she has sustained by the war.

My opinion is that Russia's present con-

cision cannot satisfy Japan, and there-

fore Russia should accept Japan's com-

promise offer.

•

Under date August 25th Reuter cabled

as follows :
—

It Is reported from Portsmouth tnat

burg has had an audience with the Tsar

which, although anaatlsfactory. has left

the door open for further efforts. Ii

known. The Genersl Is credited with

having sent some very optimistic dis-

patches to St. Petersburg, and even If

these are a fair estimate of the Russian

position, it will strike most observers

that ft would be much better for the Rus-

sians if they were to say nothing. In

Tokyo the Russian strength is estimated

to exceed four hundred thousand men.

The losses of the battle of Mukden, wbtch

were much smaller than those originally

estimated by the Japanese, were in con-

siderable part made good during

June and July. Reinforcements are

continually arriving, a great Improve-

ment having taken place In the

transport capacity of the Siberian

Railway, due to the great exertions of

the Russian Minister for Communications.

Prince Khllkoff. So much is admitted

In Tokyo. Meanwhile we know nothing

of what Japan is doing, but reports from

abroad say that there are no less than

400.000 infantry facing the Russian main

positions, while large armies are on ei-

ther flank.

that the Tsar's principal objec
tlon to the Japanese compromise waa the

Insertion of the price at which It wai
proposed that Russia should purchase
Sagbslien. It Is understood that Presi-

dent Roosevelt is now endeavouring to

secure the acceptance of his previous pro-

posal of which the substance was wired

on the 24th Instant, leaving the price to

The proposal above referred to has not

reached Japan, or If it has. It has been

suppressed by the Censor. We note that

a Reuter telegram of the London dat;
24th reaching Shanghai reads as fol-

lows :
—

" The conference has adjourned
to Saturday, M. Wlttc being desirous to

refer to St. Petersburg the Japanese com-
promise asking Russia to repurchase half

Saghallen for twelve hundred million yen
(£120,000,000)."

IMPERIAL DIET AND THE
PEACE NEGOTIATION.".

:

It la stated In Tokyo that the Govern-

ment has decided to convene the Diet Im-

the conclnalon of the

when a report or the

be laid before both

Houses.

The Diet is expected to remain In ses-

only a few days.

JAPANESE CHAUVINISTS AND
THE NEGOTIATIONS.

the

The Committee of the

which is growing impatient at

exhibited In the

has adopted the

following resolution and presented It to

the Premier, telegraphing it at the same

time to Baron Komura :

—

" The procrastination shown by Rus-

sia in the negotiations is strong proof

of the absence of any sincere intentions

on her part. In the opinion of the

the terms proposed by

to ensure

of the Far East, and It is hoped

the Government will break off the

negotiations without delay."

On Saturday the leading residents or

the city of Nagano addressed a telegram

to the Ministers of State, urging them

to take an Inflexible attitude in the pesce

negotiations, the result of which

decide the destiny of the Empire.

CHINA AND PEACE.

When the peace negotiations were about

to be opened, writes the Xippon, China

tried various foolish movements. She

wished for a participation In the peace

conference ; declared that she would be

under obligation to abide by any deci-

sion that Russia and Japan might arrive

at regarding Manchuria ; and was re-

ported to have dispatched a secret mis-

sion to America to watch the progress of

the peace negotiations. All these doings

of China betray her anxiety about the

of Manchuria, and It must be

as a manifestation of warn of coo-

in the declared policy of

towards China. Now
negotiations bave made con

gress. China must have learned the real

intention ot Japan. The object of Articles

II. to IV. of the peace terms tormulsted

by Japan Is for the preservation and

opentng-up of Manchurta, which is la

perfect accord with the declarations msde

by Japan before the war. The Chinese

statesmen have been short-sighted enough

to suspect the good faith of Japan, but

by this time they must surely be dis-

abused of their fears. Japan's foreign

policy in the Eaat Is embodied In the

text of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance anil

has thus been declared to the world, and

so long ss there is no great change la

existing circumstances no deviation can

easily be made from the policy laid down-

The Ignorance ot China of modern Inter-

national usage must have given rise u>

unnecessary suspicion and apprehensions,

and It Is desirable thst she should profit

by the present lesson. Art and craftine*
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were a recognised means of diplomacy

In feudal times, and this notion still

reigns supreme In the minds of the

Chinese statesmen of today. The funda-

mental principles of International rela-

tions, In these days of advanced thought

and commercialism, are based on sin-

cerity and the promotion of mutual in-

terests. This rule ia followed by all

civilised countries!, and if there be an
exception it must be Russia. All Civi-

lised nations now aim at the advance-

ment of commerce and industry, but Rus-

sia still adheres to the mediaeval policy

of aggression. Whereas all the countries

of the world have discarded the old form

of government and set up a constitutional

ayntem, Russia still retains a despotic

government and the old school of di-

plomacy.

The Chinese Ideas of International re-

lations, shaped a* they have been by the

Irresistible pressure brought to bear on

her by the Western Powers, are full of

suspicion and mistrust, but it is absurd,

says the .Vijipun, that China should look

at Japan's disinterestedness, through her

own glass of suspicion. China must

know very well that It was Russian di-

plomacy which led Ignatleff. while pro-

fessing sympathy with England and
France In their struggle with China,

to quietly appropriate the Ussurl territory

with the other; it was Muravieff who
first asked for the privileges of naviga-

tion on the Amur, and afterwards an-

nexed the territory without ceremony

;

It was by a flagrant example of Musco-

vite diplomacy that Russia first Inter-

fered in the Treaty of Shlmonosekl and

then obtained the leases of Port Arthur

and Dalny herself and that she effected

the military occupation of Manchuria by

taking advantage of the Boxer trouhle.

China, from her experience In the past,

has every reason to protect herself

against Russia, but there is no other

country which has demanded territory

or China. What the Powers now claim

Is commercial advantages, not territory,

and Japan's policy towards China Is also

based on this principle. Japan Is risking

a great war for the preservation of

China's integrity, yet claims nothing

from China. Such an instance of self-

sacrifice and disinterestedness it would

be hard to find. The object at which

Japan alms Is thp peace of the Far East

and the safety and prosperity of her

neighbours, if Japan has been forced to

embark on the present Titanic war It Is

because Manchuria, If left alone, would

Jeopardise the existence of this country.

With this object the war began and thus

will It end Even allowing that China
was unable to see the real Intention of

Japan before the war, she will no doubt

be disillusioned when she sees the Treaty

of Peace after the war. and cannot but

have a feeling of gratitude towards

Japan. Although the Immediate return

of peace is not assured as yet. the time

has come when China should understand

Japan's Intention, and It Is eminently de-

sirable (bat she should begin to appre-

ciate what

JAPANESE SCHOONER AT
KAMCHATKA.

A Nemuro dispatch to the Aiahi says

the schooner " Sanpo-maru," owned by

Mr. Sone Chuhet of Kobe, which arrived

at Nemuro on Sunday morning, reports

that she encountered a storm on her way

to Alaska and took shelter at Vorovsko

on the west coast of Kamchatka on the

31st ultimo. It Is alleged that the I

of the schooner and six me
the shore In n boat to obtain drinking

water, when fifteen Russian soldiers ap-

peared and fired upon the Japanese, the

master and three men l>elng killed and

three others wounded.

STEAMERS CONFISCATED.

In the heating of the appeals the

Higher Prize Court has confirmed recent

decisions of the Saseho anil Yokosuka

Prize Courts by which the Hritlxh stea-

mers " Roseley," •• Lethlngton," " Easby

Abbey," "Venus." "Aphrodite" and
" Harberton " and the American steamer

" Tatoraa," together with the cargo of

English coal on board, were declared con-

JAPANESE NORTHERN
EXPEDITION.

The following dispatch from Admiral

Kataoka was published on Sunday :
—

"The squadron sent In the direction

of the Amur River, having discovered

that the guards occupying the sentry

stations at Jaole and Lagareff. south of

the Amur, have been augmented, opened

Are on the sentries and drove them

away."

Wednesday, A it(just 30f/r.

THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

JAPANESE PRESS COMMENTS.

Even before the publication of the state-

ment that Japan bad consented to the pro-

posal of a compromise by which Saghallen

was to be partitioned In return for a

money payment by Russia, several of the

Influential Japanese papers were Inclined

to believe that the Japanese plenipoten-

tiaries were disposed to be too com-

plaisant.

" It is rather surprising." says the .Yip-

pan, " that Russia attaches so much Im-

portance to the cession of Saghallen.

During her occupation of the Island for

thirty years Russia has practically done

nothing for the betterment of its ad-

ministration except the settlement there

of a population of 30,000 convicts. Yet

she Is making strenuous efforts to retain

the possession of Saghallen. A close ob-

servation of the situation, however, will I

reveal the fact that Russia's objection to

part with the island is baaed on much the]

as that oh which Japan de-

Its cession. Japan's object for de-

manding Saghallen Is for (1) the recovery

of her former property, (2) for the pur-

poses of national defence, and (3) for the

extension of industries. The reasons of

Russia's refusal are firstly for the pre-

servation of ber territory, and as for the

rest her objections appear to be based on

just the same ground aa put forward by

Japan. So long as Japan Is reported to

have obtained fishing privileges on the

coast of Saghallen, neither country seems

to attach much importance to the third

count, and therefore It is chiefly on the

Hist and second reasons that they differ.

The Impression that Saghallen, formerly

Japanese territory, was unjustly wrested

from Japan by Russia when she was weak
In power, has never left the minds of

the Japanese. The latter therefore natur-

ally expected that, as a result of the pro-

gress of the campaign, their former pro-

perty would be restored into their posses-

sion. They have never stopped to ask

what material interest* would accrue to

them from the acquisition of the island.

Russia, on the other hand, regards UK-

cession of Saghallen in the light of

humiliation, whether she came to its

possession legitimately or Illegitimately

Herein the sentiments of Japan and

Russia coincide in that both countries

consider it a humiliation to part wltli

what they regard as their territory."

There may be several ways in which

Saghallen may be used for (he purpose,

of the national defence of Japan, the

.Yippon continues, but Its use against th.

aggression must be place, I

Japan need not fear the Run
slan navy for some yea~s at all event*,

even without placing any limitation upon

Its power, but It would not be superfluous

to occupy a position which will enable

Japan to watch the connection bet wee.

Vladivostok and Nicolaevsk. If Japan

can command the straits between th--

Pacific and the Siberian coast the Ru>-

slan nary will be deprived of much or

Its sphore of actlvlly. however UU|
be assembled at Vladivostok.
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With the lose of Port Arthur, Russia

probably would have despaired of her

effort to command the Tsushima Straits,

hut she evidently alms at gradually ac-

cumulating a naval force with Vladivo-

stok as a base. " For this purpose the

maintenance of communication with the

Amur Is her sole hope, and therefore if

It Is Interrupted by Japan practically all

of the Siberian littoral, with a few un-

important exceptions, will be under the

thumb or Japan. Such a possibility, so

long as Russia does not abandon her ag-

gressive designs In the East, must prove

unbearable to her. In the loss of Sagba-

llen Russia would feel a flaw In her

national defence ; Just In reverse propor-

tion Japan feels that her defence Is

strengthened by its acquisition."

The .Vtppon is, or was, confident that

Japan would not give way. "Thus both

sides refuse to yield In the matter of

Sagnalien. But since the island has been

occupied by Japan by military force the

question may be regarded as settled as

far as Japan Is concerned. Japan's claim

regarding Sagnalien Is evidently approved

by the Powers, whereas Russia's in-

sistence would seem to find few sym-

pathisers outside Russia. Japan has been

obliged to embark on the present war

from the necessity of her national

existence, and Russia for the purposes

of aggression. Japan wants to recover

what has been taken from her unjustly,

while Russia refuses to part with what

she has taken, and thus alms at consoli-

dating her policy of aggression. If it

moans a humiliation for Russia to cede

territory she had unlawfully seized and

which Is now In Japanese occupation, it

would be a greater humiliation for Japan

to restore it now. The reason Russia

remains so obdurate as regards the ces-

sion of Sagnalien is well understood, but

that Is hardly a reason why Japan should

waive her claim. The withdrawal by

Japan of her demand for the island, if

it should occur, would be worse than the
j

retrocession of Llaotung ten years ago."

The 0*aka A$ahi, writing before the

news of the alleged Sagnalien compro-

mise, held that the situation was

decidedly gloomy and appeared to offer

little chance for a successful settlement.

However, In tho quarters which are sup-

posed to be well Informed on diplomatic

matters, the Osaka Journal continues, it

is believed that there Is still sufficient

room for a successful conclusion of the

conference. In short, It is taken for

granted that either Russia or Japan, or

both, will Anally make concessions to

such a degree as to be mutually suit-

able. At the outset the Japanese Govern-

ment made it known to the world that

Japau's claims constituted the " Irre-

ducible minimum," and the Powers seem

to have agreed In thinking that the claims

do not err on the Bide of severity. As
for the Japanese people, they have been

surprised at the exceedingly moderale

nature of the demanJs made by tho

Japanese Government, but, having been

Assured that they would admit of no
reduction, they expected to see the return

of peace on that understanding. " But

what has happened ? The Japanese de-

mands, framed on the so-called ' Irre-

ducible minimum ' basis, are being

whittled away little by little, contrary to

the general expectation of the people,

while Russia, by an astute manipulation

of the situation, Is recovering by diplo-

macy what she has lost In war. Russia

has managed to return to the enjoyment

of the most-favoured nation clause treat-

ment In Korea, while admitting Japan's

predominant rights ; Russia has made
Japan pledge the return of Manchuria to

China and open the country to the trade

of the world with the simultaneous evacua-

tion of Manchuria ; and, while agreeing to

the prohibition of the carrying of soldiers

or military stores on the Vladivostok

railway passing through Manchuria, Ru.r

sla has placed a similar restriction on

Japan In respect of tne Port Arthur line.

If the positions of Witte and Komura
had been reversed, the former could not

have made more concessions than the

latter has agreed to. The sum total

from the Peace Conference, If that is

accomplished, would seem not to be in

the same proportion as what Japan has

achieved In the field of arms. The con-

cessions made by Komura as regards

Manchuria will have such an effect as

to place Japan under restraint slmliai

to that which Japan desired to apply to

Russia,"

The Atahi goes on to affirm Its opinion

that so far the result of the peace

negotiations bears out the fact that the

concessions made by Japan are much
larger than those made by Russia. " The

terms of peace thus far agreed to by

Russia are of such a nature that she can

hardly refuse them, whereas Japan li

conceding In isvour of Russia to an un-

necessary extent. Later reports say that

slthough Japan Is prepared to abandon

her demands regarding the limitation of

the Russian naval strength In the Pacillc

and the transfer of the Interned vessels.

Russia has not yet agreed either to pay

an Indemnity or to cede Saghallcu.

Under such circumstances. It Is ratliir

Inexplicable why the Japanese envoys do

not break off the negotiations, for lis

Japanese do not desire peace at my
price. Suppose peace Is concluded oy

Russia agreeing to pay an Indemnity and

cede Sagnalien. as demanded by Japan,

and the latter waives her claims for the

limitation of Russian naval power and

fhe interned vessels, the conclusion of

peace on such terms is certainly not of a

nature calculated to permanently as&uri

the peace of the Bast, and consequents

It will not be regarded as satisfactory by

Japanese. The war. once undertaken,

should rather be pushed to the bitter ccd

than peace made on such unsatisfactory

terms. The arrogant attitude malntalnul

by Russia goes to show that the time It

not yet ripe for the negotiation of peace."

THE " BAYAN " IN JAPAN.

The armoured cruiser " Aso." formerly

the Russian cruiser " Bayan," arrived at

Malxuru on Monday from Port Arthur.

JAPANESE PRISONERS IN

RUSSIA.

Surgeon Orli and 22 other Japanese

prisoners, who returned from Russia by

the German Mall steamer " Preussen,"

which carried Prince and Princess Ari-

sugawa, arrived In Tokyo on Saturday

last and reported themselves to the au-

thorities. Six of the men. Including Sur-

geon Orll, belong to the hospital service

and the rest are combatants. Tbey were

taken prisoner at the dressing s cation

during the battle of Heikotal on January

2«th last, the soldiers being so severely

wounded as to render them Incapable of

further service. They were interned in

Russia and as the result of negotiations

by the Japanese Government were

ultimately released. It appears the pri-

soners were sent first to Harbin, thence

to Moscow, and from there to a place

called Doronovgo. According to state-

ments of the Surgeon and others pub-

lished In the Tokyo VtaftUHcM, they were

treated with great severity while interned

m Russia as prisoners of war. The Rus-

sian regulations provide that prisoners

who are of the rank of General should

each receive an annual allowance of 1.500

roubles, field officers 900 roubles, and

company officers 600 roubles, but no allow-

ance Is made to non-commissioned officers

and privates, who receive only a fraction

of the pay of officers. The cost of each

meal given to officers Is only 16 sen, con-

sisting of a plate of soup, some bresd,

tea. and a little sugar, but non-commis-

sioned officers and privates receive only

uroken pieces of bread, which can hardly

be eaten, and water. It Is stated the men

would collect the bread given for several

meals and sell It to the poor people of the

place, buying fresh bread with the money

thus obtained. In addition to small sums

they earned by making knitted articles

with horsehair. The Japanese prisoners

now Interned at Doronovgo conslBt of 14

men In hospital, 6 officers (Including a

ueld officer) and about -iO of tho rank

snu Die. There Is sieged to be a marked

difference in the treatment meted out to

officers and men. The life of the offlcer

is comparatively comfortable, but the life

of the common soldier is verv hard. All

letters, newspapers, and books sent to

the men by friends at home were con

flscated by the Russian authorities sad

never reached their destination.

It Is stated that on the news of the bat-

tle or the Japan Sea becoming known,

the Japanese officers interned had a

banquet secretly. This was discovered by

the Russian authorities the following i*J

and the officers were reprimanded sod

told that their privileges would be re

stricted If there was any repetition of

such occurrences.
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Thursday, August 31s/.

A SPECIAL Reuler's message dated

London, August 29th. reads as fol-

lows :
—

The Conference (at Portsmouth) was
resumed to-day aud a complete agree-

ment reached.

JAPANESE IN RUSSIA.

Baron Mitsui and Baron Iwasakl have

each presented the sum of ¥10,000 for

the benefit of the Japanese prisoners of

war interned In RusBia.

RELEASE OF PRISONERS OF
WAR.

among themselves and realised ¥100.

which was distributed among the pri-

soners. At Yokohama a great deal was

done for their comfort and welfare. The
Yokohama Branch of the ladles' Patrio-

tic Association gave calces and toys to

the children. The Yokohama Shoheigikni

gavfa ten dozen European towels, and th?

ladies of the same society gave separate l>

eight dozen lead pencils. Mr. Otanl

Kahel presented 100 Japanese towels,

Mrs. Watanabe gave cakes, and Mi.

Masuda Masuzo gave a large quantity of

biscuits. The recipients seemed very

grateful for the kindnesses shown them

THE RUSSIAN PRESS AND
PEACE.

the payment of compensation to Japan

for the war expenses, is entirely out of

According to the Kioto and other Rus-

sian Journals, the Russian Government

has decided to raise a domestic loan

shortly. The loan is to be called the

"Peasant Loan" and its object is t»

Improve the condition of the peasants

and the agrarian administration.

It ts stated the Tsar will shortly issue

an order for general amnesty in connec-

tion with the promulgation of laws re-

lating to the organisation of a National

Assembly.

THE PROGRESSISTS AND THE
NEGOTIATIONS.

At a dinner of the Progressists on
Monday evening In Tokyo, Mr. Oishl, on*

of the leaders of the party, stated that

during a recent Interview he had In-

formed the Premier of the views of the

party on the peace question. The reply

of the Premier, said Mr. Oisbl. In regard

to the peace terms was vague and evasive.

The Premier stated that a special session

of the Diet would be convened Imme-
diately upon the conclusion of the peace

negotiations Irrespective of the result.

Mr. Olshl suggested that the Commute,
of the party should start without delay

on an investigation of the questions re-

lating to the situation.

NON^OMBATANTS LUILSATKt) AT YOKOHAMA.

On Monday morning, reports the

Japan Gazette, 380 Russians from Sagha-

llen, mostly non-combatants and Includ-

ing a large number of children, were

brought before Governor Sufu. who re-

leased them from custody and handed

them over to the care of the French

Consul-General- The Russians were a

most miserable and poverty-stricken look-

ing crowd, and tbelr evident sufferings

evoked much sympathy for them through-

out tbelr Journey to Yokohama. The
sailors of the steamer which brought

aghallen to Aomori were sj

thai they made a collection

Several of the leading Russian Journala

have of late been publishing a succession

of articles tending to explain Russia's

position in the present crisis. According

to a telegram to the Foreign Office, tin

Xovoe Vremyn, /frlef, and Huts publish

articles In the following strain :

—

Russia Is not the vanquished, who
seeks peace. The strength of the Russian

army in Manchuria Is In no way
weakened. Russia Is willing to make
concessions In the peace terms within a

limit not prejudicial to her prestige, be-

but the Idea of

as the

Friday, September 1st.

A LONDON telegram to the Chronica

dated August 30th Is as follows :

—

It Is rumoured here that the Japanese

have withdrawn the demand for an In-

demnity, and that Russia will be allowed

to redeem Sagballen at a price to be de

elded by arbitration.

A later message of the same dat-

read :—
A later message of the same date

has reached an agreement upon all the

questions submitted to It

THE RUSSIANS IN THE RED
SEA.

The British India steamer " Faxllka,"

which was stopped in the Red Sea some
time ago by the Russian cruiser " Kuban."

arrived In Colombo on August 4th. The
Captain said that he was peremptorily

•topped by the " Kuban " and was boarded

by some Russian officers who. however,

found nothing to Justify their delaying

the vessel. They told the captain a good

deal about the movements of several ves-

sels and showed that they were thoroughly

posted up In these matters. The " Per-

seus;" which was " after " them, had been

given the slip, and the Russian three-

tunnel cruiser seemed to be enjoying ht-r

little game of bluff at the expense of

BATTLESHIP FROM PORT
ARTHUR.

The battleship "Tango." nntil lately

the " Poltava." which was recently raised

at Port Arthur, arrived at Malzuru on
Wednesday In tow of the " Manshu-maru."

PEACE NEGOTIATIONS AND
THE PKOPLB.

V1EW8 OF THE MILITARY CLASS.

MAYOBS ix co:

The Telkoku Tsushinsha, a Tokyo news

agency, reports that Satsuma and Choshu
men in naval and military circles hold

very strong views in regard to the peace

terms that Japan ought to obtain from
Russia. The Satsuma men are the more
determined In their views, and maintain

that so many of the rank and flle of

their " clan " have been killed and they

have lost so many friends that It will be

a serious matter if the fruit of victory,

purchased st so heavy a cost, be lost by

the *' pen and tongue of civil officials."

A humiliating Treaty of Peace must not

be signed, because It will reverse the posi-

tion of the victor and the vanquished.

Army and navy circles are Indignant.

It Is stated, at the seemingly hesitating

attitude taken by the Government.

The Oiaka Asahi tells an extraordinary

story dpropot of the present peace ne-

gotiations. The Osaka Journal says there

Is reason to believe the police In certain

prefectures have summoned together the

district newsagents and " ordered "< them

to exert themselves In obtaining sub-

scribers to the Kokumt* Sfcimbun, ex-

plaining that the contradictory reports

published In other newspapers are apt

to mislead the public, while the news
published In the Kokumin Is most accu-

rate '

Our Osaka contemporary, commenting

on the foregoing, remarks that It Is sur-

prising the police should act as the
" sales department " of the A-ofcumln and

endeavour to Inlluence the public in

favomr of that Journal, although the

paper ts In the Government service. But

the action of the authorities Is slgnlfl-

cant. The Government has failed In the

peace negotiations ; the terms are un-

satisfactory, and the peace Is not con-

cluded in conformity with the national

wishes ; military men will burst In In

dlgnation^ the nation will rise In re-

sentment, snd the newspapers will or-

ganise a strong attack on the Government.

It la In fear of all tuts, concludes the

Atoll*, tnat the Government baa ar-
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ranged that the Kokutnin publish ar-

ticle* Intended to pacify the people and

the military claaaes. and, further, ia

making effort* for thl* journal to be aa

widely read aa possime.

Popular Indlgnatton ia being expressed

at the attitude of the Government in the

peace negotiation* On Monday a con-

ference of the mayors of thirty-six Til-

lages In the Sblmotauka district ot

Tochlgt prefecture was held at the Dis-

trict Office. After disposing of the re-

gular business, a motion waa made to

address a memorial to Count KaUura,

the Premier, In regard to the peace ques-

tion. The bead ot the district remon-

strated agalnat the motion, stating that

it would be quite irregular for the mayors

to take auch a course in their official

capacity, but the conference apparently

took little notice of this protest. The

mayors declared that Ibty would resign

their positions if necessary. Finally

they dispatched the following telegram

to Count Katsura :

—

" We cannot help feeling anxious re-

garding the issue of the peace negotia-

tions, and we hope that a strong attitude

will be taken In conformity with the pri-

mary object of the war and the wishes of

the

SKIRMISHES IN MANCHURIA.

jap. SPIES EXECUTED AT

After a long interval of silence. Mar-
shal Oyama sends a dispatch reporting

several skirmishes at the front The
dispatch says:—

• On Sunday morning at 9 o'clock a
detachment attacked a Russian fores

consisting of several hundreds of in-

fantry and cavalry near Yullangtze,

about five miles north-east of Hing-

king. The enemy retreated west-

wards. At about 10 o'clock the same
morning a battalion of Russian infantry

with four gunB advanced towards

Nanshanchengtxe, ten miles north-west

of Yullangtxe. but they were repulsed.

A contingent of our detachment pursued

them in the direction of Lukuanhslang,

seven miles north of Nanshanchengue.
Half an hour later a regiment of the

enemy's artillery advanced from the

direction of Kushantze, five miles east

of Ylng-d-cheng. but was immediately

repulsed. A contingent ot our troops

pursued them.
" On Sunday another of our

a number ot th«

Neitahuangkou, twenty

of Taolu, and occupied

the place. At about noon another de-

tachment occupied Yushullng, fifteen

miles south ot Taolu and then advanced

towards Nlenpanghoyu, ten miles south

of Taolu. The detachment which marched

In the direction of Liangsulchuangtxc,

ten miles south-west ot Taolu, attacked

a battalion of Russian Infantry with

artillery and pursued them northwards.-

It Is believed In Tokyo that the Rus-

sian right wing is now almost hemmed

In by the Japanese. An attempt ot

General Mlstchenko to outflank the

Japanese has been frustrated, and th*

channels of supply to the Russian Army

from the district on the West Liso

River sre now closed. The Russian

reserves at Hualte-fa are being sent to

reinforce the right wing.

of the execution of

Ktrln. It Is stated that four

entered the city of Kirln and attempted

to blow up the large powder mag&zlna

in the city. They fatally stabbed the

sentry, and were preparing to connect a

fuse to the magazine when they were

discovered by patrols and arrested. Ia

the struggle to escape, one of the spies

was shot dead, two others were executed

after a very brief examination, and the

fourth appears to have got away.

Saturday, September 2nd.

EEUTERS
August 29th and 30th respectively

are as appended :

—

The peace conference has arrived a I a
complete agreement on all questions, an.i

it hag now been decided to proceed with
the elaboration of a t reaty of Peace.

Japan has yielded all outstanding ques-

tions. She has accepted the Russian pro-

posal that there be no Indemnity. Sagaa-

lien Is to be divided without payment of

any redemption money. Japan has with-

drawn Articles X and XI. of her original

proposals, which relate to the surrender

of the interned warships and the limita-

tion of the Russian naval power In the

Far East.

An Armistice will probably be arrange*!

tbls afternoon.

The news of the agreement spread like
|

wildfire, and caused the most intense ex-

citement In New York and ~ondon. Tha
magnanimity of Japan has produced the

most profound Impression.

Some of the correspondents at Wash-

ington assert that a secret understanding

hag been arrived at regarding the reim-

bursement of Japan, which has been

omitted from the Treaty of Peace with

the view of sparing the Tsar's suscep-

tibilities. The Japanese officials at Ports-

mouth, however, declare that Japan U
to receive only the actual cost of the

maintenance of the prisoners of war.

M. Martens and Mr. Dennlson (who
accompanied the Russian and Japanese

plenipotentiaries respectively) are draft-

ing the Treaty of Peace, which Is ex-

pected to be completed by the end of the

week.

The Agreement arrived at stipulate*

among other things that Saghallen sliai.

not be fortified or used for strategic pur-

poses, and binds Japan not to fortify La
Perouse Straits (Soya Straits). Sagha-

llen Is to be divided between Japan and
Russia at the fiftieth degree of Non-
latitude.

THE TERMS OF PEACE.

VERSION OF THE " JUI."

The Jiji publishes the following as the

substance ot the terms agreed upon on

Tuesday at Portsmouth between the

Japanese and Russian plenipotentiaries:—
I,—Russia agrees to recognise the

paramount position of Japan in Korea,

politically and financially, and also from

a military point ot view. Japan to retain

the Rpeclal prlvlage of supervising and

assisting Korea in such matters. Russia

agrees not to Interfere with the opera-

tions of Japan in Korea for the purposes

mentioned.

2—The two countries agree not to

erect any military works on the Korean

frontier.

3.—Japan agrees to recognise that Rus-

sia. In common with other Powers, enjoys

the advantage of the most favoured-nation

clause in Korea.

4 —Russian troops shall be withdrawn

from the whole of Manchuria. (It ii

understood that the Russians will eva-

cuate Harbin, Kirln. and any other place

which Is now the base of the Russian

army in Manchuria.)

5.—Japan shall withdraw her troopi

from Manchuria, except In the leased

district of Llaotung peninsula, simul-

taneously with Russia.

G.—Japan and Russia will retain

military forces of equal strength for the

protertlon of the respective railways

owned by them.

7.—All places In Manchuria shall b*

opened to the commerce of the world on

the principle of equal opportunity, and

Japan and Russia shall take uniform

action lor the opening of Manchuria. (It

is understood that Harbin and Taften

will be Included In the list of the plares

to be opened to foreign trade.)

8 —The Island of Saghallen south of 50

degrees North latitude shall be ceded to

Japan. (It is understood that Alex-

androvsky and Lykoff are Included In the

district to be retroceded to Russia.)

9.—Japan and Russia agree not to erect

any military works in Saghallen.

10.—Russia agrees to transfer to Japan

the lease of the Liaotung Peninsula

11.-Russla agrees to surrender to

Japan the Chinese Eastern Railway soath

of a point (Changchun ?) a certain num-

ber of miles south of Harbin. With re-

gard to the Chinese having Interest In
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in obtaining the

(The Chinese

il).

12.—Russia agrees not to use for

military purposes that part of the

Siberian Railway running through Man-

churia to Vladivostok, and Japan agrees

on ber part to a similar condition with

regard to the Chinese Eastern Railway.

13.-Japanese shall enjoy equal Hghtt

with Russians In the fisheries on the

Siberian littoral.

14.—Russia shall pay to Japan the ex-

penses for the maintenance of the pri-

soners of war Interned in Japan. (The

•mount to be paid I* not settled, but

It Is believed It will not exceed

¥150.000.000.)

These are the conditions agTeed upon.

withdrawn three Important

payment of an indemnity,

the surrender of the Interned Russian

war-ships, and the limitation of the Rus-

sian naval strength In the Pacific, while

she take« one half of Saghalien Instead

of the whole as originally demanded.

THE PEACE AGREEMENT AND
THE PEOI'LE.

EXCITED PUBLIC OPINION.

sunt iM irir.NTs.

A SEMl-OtTK'IAI.

Aa the knowledge of the conditions

upon which Japan has agreed to make

peace with Russia becomes Impressed on

the mind of the Japanese, the public In-

dignation grows. The news Is received

with resentment, not only by the political

agitation of tue past few weeks, but by

the ordinary " man in the street." whose

i of the circumstances that have

the Government Is as limited as

his Indignation is sincere. The terms of

peace are generally condemned as hu-

miliating to Japan, and It 4a firmly be-

lieved by a good many that the peace

Just agreed upon cannot be of a perma-

nent nature. It Is stigmatised as an In-

glorious peace.

The Committee of the Peace Question

League held a meeting on Thursday and

adopted a resolution to the effect that the

peace terms agreed upon by the Japanese

plenipotentiaries were out of all propor-

tion to the unchequered success of the

Japanese arms In the fleia, and that the

Government Is guilty of a serious blunder

In 'Its direction of the affairs of State.

Public dissatisfaction should be so ex-

pressed as to compel the Ministry and
its plenipotentiaries to tender an apology

to bis Majesty and the nation for their

and to have the Peace Agree-

The
following telegram to

"We are convinced that the terms of

peace agreed upon by your Excellency

constitute a shocking blunder. Your Ex-
cellency Is requested to resign office Im-

mediately and tender apology to his

Majesty and the nation."

In Tokyo news that terms of peace

have been agreed upon baa been received

In sullen silence. One or two house* at

the back of the Tokyo Stock Exchange

ventured to display flags, but this being

noticed by some passers-by, they declared

that no one but Russian spies would dis-

play flags on such an occasion and they

were pulled down and torn In pieces.

Among the newspaper offices In Tokyo,

the Hochi also displayed a flag, but It

was tied up with black cloth in token of

A usually moderate Journal, the

Atahi, shows Its opinion of the

termB by a significant cartoon. First the

terms are enclosed In a deep black

border, as If they were more humiliating

than honourable, and underneath them

I* a well-executed sketch of a decaying

skull on the battlefield, beside which is

a broken sword. The picture tells Its

own story.

At present there are many newspaper

correspondents In Kure, which during the

war has been a news centre, and these

Journalists Inaugurated a mass meeting

of the townspeople on Tuesday evening,

when the Information waa still conflict-

ing. After speeches had been delivered

adopted the following resolution :—- In

the opinion of this meeting the peace

terms proposed by the Japanese plenipo-

tentiaries are extremely humiliating to

the Empire. If peace Is to be concluded

on the basis rumoured, the fruit of the

victory of our arms will be lost and the

seed of national troubles for centuries

to come will be sown." The meeting then

addressed a telegram to the Premier to

the effect that the welfare of the Empire
depended on the terms of peace, and It

was to be hoped an Inflexible attitude

would still be taken In the negotlatlone.

A telegram was also addressed to Baron

Komura in the same terms.

The Osaka Aiahi appeals to his Majesty

the Emptror to over-rule the peace agree-

ment, and quotes passages from the Im-

perial Rescript which declared war. In

one passage the Emperor said :
" Our

Army and Navy shall carry on the

war against Russia with all their

strength. Our Civil Officials shall strive

to attain the object of the Nation each

in their respective functions and duties,

Uklng care to work within the limits of

the law of nations." The Osaka Journal

points out that the foregoing was pri-

marily addressed to the Army and Navy.

Another passage addressed to the multi-

tude of his Majesty's subjects reads :" We
rely upon the loyalty and bravery of you,

the People, and hope that peace may
quickly be restored and the glory and

prosperity of the Empire preserved." In

to this Imperial

or the Empire eagerly Joined the regl-

while the aged, women
at home tolling

day after day and doing their hardest to

supply the war fund. The object was
simply to reach a permanent peace and
to preserve the glory of the Empire In

compliance with the Imperial command.
On their part the Army and Navy have

successfully carried on hostilities, with
all their strength and valour,

every battle, and they have
plied with the Imperial command to the

uttermost In order " to seek by the fore*

of arms the guarantee of peace" desired by
his Majesty. " What are the * competent
authorities' of the Government doing?"
asks the Asahi. The terms of peace
agreed upon at Portsmouth, as published,

are quite Inadequate to guarantee perma-
nent peace. In them the privileges dus
to the victor are sacrificed. Not only are
the terms inadequate to assure future-

ss desired by his

wliu the multitude or
his subjects, but they are humiliating to

the Empire. It Is evident that as soon
as Russia is cured of ber present wound,
she will not fall to resume her designs

of aggression and menace the existence

of the Japanese Empire. It Is hardly

possible to expert a guarantee for per-

manent future icace in the Far East
from such humiliating terms. The
" competent authorities " of the Govern-
ment have acted against the Imperial

Rescript and their action will impair the

glory of the Empire while It falls to gua-

rantee future peace. " The time will soon

come." concludes the AMahi, "when we
will have to fight with Russia again, and
It would be far better to continue the

war now than to make what must be
only a temporary peace."

The Kobe Shimbun, which regards the

result of the conference as being a
humiliation to Japan, points out that

Japan has now been engaged In the war
more than S70 days, and the expenditure

on the war during that period

to 1.552 million yen. The amou
for last fiscal year was ¥676,000.000

for the preset

a total of 1,332

three hundred millions raised in Europe
and America to meet any deficit for the

present year, the total amounts to 1.632

millions. Out of this sum ¥80,000,000,

set aside for the reserve, should be de-

ducted, the balance, ¥1,552,000,000, re-

presenting the actual turn appropriated

for war expenses from the outset. Not
only has this enormous sum of money

sacrificed. Fifty thousand lives have
lost on the field of battle, and 150,000

The war has cost Japan dearly, an

has been obtained from Russia as the

result of the unbroken succession of vic-

tories is nothing more than a part of

Saghalien. Not a sen of indemnity has

been obtained. The limitation of Rus-

sia's naval strength and the surrender of

the Interned war-ships, has not even been

secured. The result of a long war and
the fruits of victory might be likened to

the fruits of the Saghalien Treaty

I between Takenouch

the Kobe Shimbun, remains as the

memento of Japan's heavy sacrifice of

life and her humiliation at the end of a

victorious war.

A certain Government official, said to

hold sn Important office, is reported

In defence of the Oo
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Ternment and in reply to the

popular attacks that are being made.

This official Kays that thoae who
regard the peace terms just agreed

upon as humiliating to (he Empire are

lacking In foresight and judgement, and

when the opinions of the Elder States-

men. Count Katsura. and the Ministers

for War and the Navy are made public,

the people will gee their mistake. When
the overtures for the peace negotiations

were opened, the Premier stated privately

that It would be evident from the Im-

perial Rescript declaring War that the

war was undertaken for purposes nf self-

defence, but not with aggressive designs.

As a .result of the war, Korea was now
recognised as within the Japanese sphere

of Influence. Russian designs in Man-
churia were frustrated, and Manchuria
was also brought within the Japanese

sphere of Influence. The primary object

of the war was therefore attained. The
exaction of an indemnity and the cession

of territory were only complementary

considerations, the main object having

been secured. In the opinion of the Elder

Statesmen, It would not be a difficult task

for the Japanese Army to occupy Harbin

and Vladivostok, but the continuation of

the war for another year only would cost

Japan some 1.800 million yen. making the

total war expenditure 3,600 million yen,

and It was a serious question whether

the nntlon could stand the strata

Even taking R for granted that the

nation could stand the burden, It

is entirely oat of the question for

Japan to occupy St. Petersburg and

so strike Russia In a vital part. More-

over. It Is no less difficult to exact an

Indemnity from Russia. It Is expedient

for Japan to bring the war to an end at

the present moment, before the nation

has been crushed under the burden of

financial expenditure, as It Is almost im-

possible for Japan to put herself In such

a position as to compel RuBsia to pay

the expenses of the war. The opinion of

the chiefs of the Army and Navy Is tbt*.

The unbroken series Oi victories which

have been obtained at the Japanese armi

since the outbreak of the war are chiefly

due to the valour of the officers and men.

but in a large measure to the grace of

Heaven. Yet It Is doubtful whether the

success of the past can be maintained.

If the Japanese arms were to continue to

win victories, It must be at an immense

sacrifice of life. Now the opportunity for

peace has come, and It seems better to

end the struggle and preserve forever the

glorious name the Japanese Army and

Navy has won on the field. Judged from

this point of view, It is rather fortunate

the country has obtained the present re-

sult In the peace negotiation* For this

reason, the Elder Statesmen and the

Cabinet Ministers consider the successful

conclusion of the peace negotiations at

the present moment a great advantage to

Japan.

Sunday, September 3rd.

THE PEACE AGREEMKNT AND
THE PEOPLE.

INCIDENTS SHOWING PUBLIC

CARTOONS IN THE PAPERS.

CRITICISM.

One or two rumours have been cir-

culated to the effect that the agreement

concluded by Japan with Russia containcj

a secret clause by which Japan would

greatly benefit, but the public Is firm in

its belief that the Government has con-

cluded an agreement humiliating to the

national honour. That this belief la bcid

with Intense earnestness by many people,

is evidenced by reports from Tokyo. Ou

Friday the Premier received no less thai;

seven letters from private and obscure

individuals rebuking him for the Go-

vernment's management of the negotia-

tions, and some of these letters even ad-

vised him to resort to harakiri. The

Premier's residence is strongly guarded

by police, as are those of the Elder States-

men, Counts Matsugata and Inouye. Ano-

ther Incident occurred on Friday which

appears ludicrous in its solemnity, but

Is none the leas a significant Illustration

of the temper at present dominant among
the people. Shortly before noon, a man
not more than thirty years of age,

in the old ceremonial Jramisftimo (

rally worn at funerals) called at the

Foreign Office. He carried a small packet

in one hand and a national flag in the

other. It was at once noticed that the

red emblem In the centre of the flag was

draped in black cloth, and that the whits

ground was bordered in black. On lb?

flag was the Inscription, "Mourn for the

Peace Conference Agreement !
" The

man applied for an interview with the

Minister, which being refuged, he movel

quietly away. This Individual was then

observed to paste a number of slips In

the compound of the Foreign Office, on

which was the following announcement:—
"Respectfully mourn the Peace Con-

ference coming Into agreement,"

Some strong resolutions will probably

trcmoly long and cadaverous faces waile

the Baron himself Is seated dead, and

with a very resigned expression. Such

a cartoon will do nothing but provoke a

laugh and Is comparatively harmless

The Atahi also publishes a map of Sagn*-

llen, which Is being cut Into half by a

be passed In Osaka to-day. Three thou-

sand Invitations have been issued to a

meeting to be held in (ne public hall at

Nakanosbima Park. Steps are betas

taken by the police In Tokyo to preveul

the violent expression of opinions at pub

lie meetings there.

The Japanese Press continues by pen

and pencil to endeavour to fitly express

the indignation of the people, and one or

two journals go far towards Inciting the

public to violence. The principal of these

Is the Yorodzu, which exceeded the

bounds of criticism by a personal attack

on Baron Komura. advising the public to

"turn their backs" on the Baron on his

return home. This article is significant

of the attitude of a section of the people,

but fortunately they are In a minority.

The publication of the Yorotlzu criticism

resulted in the Issue being .hi pressed.

Other journals say as much as the

Vorortfu by way of cartoon, but a certain

Is always extended to this form

of criticism. The Otaka Atehi, for It

triumphal progress through the streeu

of Admiral Togo, borne aloft on a port-

able shrine by a score of coolies, and in

contrast to thla another sketch setting

forth the funeral of Baron Komura, Toe
bearers wear tail silk hats and have ex-

The Otaka atfMcM reproduce* a war

sketch drawn last year which must do a

good deal to inflame the minds of >ae

mass. The sketch portrays a scene f*

presenting the appearance of the ap-

proaches to Kuropatkin Fort, Port Ar-

thur, after it had been carried by Hie

Japanese. The fort was taken in the

first general assault on Port Arthur In

September last, and .t is stated that th«i

bodies of the Japanese stain lay rotting

in the breaches and approaches to the

fort for a month after the battle. This

sketch shows decomposed bodies prooe

upon the ground and in various attitude*

grasping their arms as when they were

shot dead. Grinning skeletons meet the

eye In all directions. If the picture re-

presents an actual scene. It is terrible

The authorities refused to allow it to tie

published at the time It was forwarded

by the .VainirAi correspondent, but its

publication at this crisis ought rather M
turn tbe public mind against the horrors

of war than inflame It against the Go-

vernment, which seems to be the object

of the Insertion ot the Bketch.

With very few exceptions the Press in

Tokyo criticises without quarter the

action of the Government and the pleni-

potentiaries In the agreement of pea"*

that has been concluded with Ru&iU.

Th exceptions are the Kukumin, its

Xippon. and the t'hugai Shagyo Khtmyo.

The Kukumin, as is well-known. Is

semi-official organ of the Government,
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, to leatn

and naturally seeks to advocate the

policy which the

It will surprise

that tho Nippon takes a

as this journal has for years been the

advocate of a strenuous foreign polity.

Of late, however, there seems to have

been some connection between the For-

eign Department and the Nippon which

hag apparently had a sobering effect upon
this journal's views. The Chugai Sho-

pj/o shimpo Is the organ of the merchants,

and Mr. Okura. the well-known Toloo
merchant, has a considerable Interest in

the journal. That it should at this crihls

therefore take a favourable or moderate
view of the policy which the Government
has adopted would seem to show that Lb«

mercantile class considers that the ter-

mination of hostilities will be very much
to the advantage of the trade of tot

country.

The Xichi-Xichi says the terms origi

nally proposed by Japan were moderate

and liberal, hut the final terms, thcB«

mutually agreed upon, are servile and
humiliating to Japan in the highest

degree. The brilliant glory achieved ly

Japan In the campaign has been entirely

overshadowed. Why, asks the NicAi-.VirM,

did not the Government break off the

negotiations when such Ignominious con-

ditions were proposed ? In agreeing to the

partition of Saghalten the Government
has voluntarily sown the seeds of future

trouble with Russia.

The Hocht says :—With the advantages

of brilliant military successes, with a

loyal and valiant Army and Navy and l

patriotic people, and with the support of

an allied Power, the Government entered

upon the peace negotiations. Had a

little child been entrusted wHh the con-

duct of the negotiations, he might have

persuaded the Russian plenlpotentlarler.

to accept Japan's terms in loto. But our

envoys gave way Inch by Inch and ac-

cepted the dictation of the Russians. The
plenipotentiaries have betrayed their

Imperial sovereign, have betrayed the

nation, have betrayed the Army and

Navy. They have sold their faith and

brought everlasting disgrace upon Japan.

This humiliation Is a hundred times

worse than that sustained by Japan In

the retrocession of the Llaotung ten years

ago. The only course now left is for

Japan to refuse to ratify the agreement.

The .Voinichi SMmbun (Tokyo) ex-

presses the fear that the peace of the

Empire may be disturbed in consequence

of the agreement. This journal points

out that Russia has striven hard to defeat

the Japanese demands and for long re-

fused to cede an inch of territory or to

pay the smallest Indemnity. Japan has

done her utmost to bring the negotiations

to a successful issue, even going to the

extent of consulting Russia's Interests In

order that peace may result. Japan *

position aB the victor has been reversed ;

the hard toil of eighteen months and tho

i of a hundred thousand lives has

all to no purpose. All tbls has been

reduced to nothing by the diplomacy of

a fortnight. The indignation of patriots

may endanger the peace of the Empire.

The Jih as usual is more moderate la

ita opinions. The nation. It says.

desired peace on such a basis, having

been unanimous In its determination not

to stop the war before a glorious

had been obtained. But now the

of peace have been agreed upon between

the plenopotentiarles. and, unsatisfactory

as they arc, nothing can be done but to

abide by them, bearing the Inexpressible

disappointment with patience. Peace

cannot be regarded as completely eslab

llshed. however, before the Peace Protc-

rat has heen ratined and exchanged, and

therefore circumstances may perhaps

necessitate the continuation of the war.

For this reason, the military authorities

are recommended to remain strictly on

guard, firmly holding to the plan of opera-

tions, without having regard to the agree-

ment arrived at by the plenipotentiaries.

The Tokyo Asahi writes In a Jingoistic

strain, and says mat while to annul tne

agreement and continue the war unit)

Russia is forced to accept Japan's term*

would necessitate more butchery and sac-

rifice, the pain raused by this would be

less than that caused by the present peace.

Among the great Powers, few have risen

to their present position without early

sacrifices. Japan could bear the pain In-

volved In continuing the war. and If tht

Government agreed to peace with the oo

Ject of saving Japan further sacrifice, the

Government is Insulting the nation.

In the opinion of the Viyakn. an ultra-

Chauvinist journal, the failure of the

Government must be remedied by the

nation Itself, and If this 1b Impracticable

they must appeal to the Emperor as a

final resource. The iliyako't tirade con-

cludes thus :
—

" If there be any among
the forty millions of people who approve

this disgraceful peace they number oniy

sixteen—the ten members of tht Ministry,

four Elder Statesmen. Mr. Takahlra.

Minister at Washington, and Mr. Toku-

toml Soho. Editor of the A'ofc«m(n."

The Kokumin, naturally, congratulates

the Empire on the conclusion of peace.

It Bays:—"We have at last attained

peace as the result of the victories in the

campaign. We have obtained more, than

we expected—great concessions in regard

to Korea. Manchuria. Talren, the Chinese.

Eastern Railway and the fishing rights

on the littoral of Siberia. These arc

gains above and beyond the object of tho

war when It was declared. We not only

congratulate the Empire on the restora-

tion of peace, but on peace obtained with

honour and profit."

The Xippon's article is remarkable. It

observes that tne position of Japan In

the peace negotiations. Inexperienced as

she Is in diplomacy. Is exemplified in a

law student direct from school being i^-

feated by a " 3-s*n " lawyer at the bar.

At the end of the Japan-China War.

Japan learned a good lesson in diplomacy

from the Intervention of the three Powers,

and Japan will learn much more from the

difficulties experienced In the late peace

negotiations. By these negotiations, the

pride of all classes of the people, high

and low. caused by the success of the

campaign has been kept within proper

bounds. Nothing can be more gratifying

than this.

On Friday afternoon Viscount Yoahi-

kawa, the Home Minister, called on Mr.

Hadano, Minister for Justice, and a meet-

ing was held between Mr. Adachl. chief

of Metropolitan Police. Mr. Nakasnojl,

Director of the Police Affairs Bureau and

Chief Procurator Okumlya. It Is under-

stood that these officials considered the

measures to be taken for the suppression

of public agitation that may be provoked
In the present excitable condition of th'j

people.

PRISONERS AT THE RATTLE
OF THE JAPAN SEA.

The latest rplurns made by the auch.v

rlties show that the number of Ru«i-..

prisoners taken from the " Knlai Suva-

roff" and twenty other Russian ships la

the Japan Sea battle was 6,009, of wnj.a

372 are officers.

THE LAST HATTLE.

STtlT ENGAGEMENT ON THE Tf.XGItO.

What may prove to be the last engage-

ment of the present war was fought on

the 29th ult.. the day the plenipotenti-

aries reached an agreement. A telegram

to the Atahi from Manchuria sayB :
—

" On the 29th August 2.000 Russian in-

fantry and cavalry with two field-pieces

advanced to Wankou. 19 miles north of

the Tungho, and kept up a severe fire

from noon to 6 p.m. The enemy pressed

the Japanese position at dusk, and were

received by the Japanese advance guards

under Major Yamalka and Captain

Shlmosakl. In the darkness the enemy

charged several times, but in vara, and

at daylight the Russians retreated,

leaving a number of dead Russian ca-

sualties in this action are estimated at

about 300 In killed and wounded."

THE POST-BELLUM EX-
PENDITURE.

SOME TBOBLEMS FOR THE fiOVEnNMKNT.

The withdrawal of the troop:: from Lh«

front is the first important work to 34

undertaken after the peace agreement m
notified, and It la stated that the trmai-

portatlon and disbanding of the enormous

army will cost the Government some-

thing like ¥300,000.000. but this is pro-

bably an exaggeration. However, there

can be no doubt that the sum will be very

large.

The money appropriated for the War
Fund this year is now almost exhausted,

but there are ¥300,000.000 raised by toe

last foreign loan and ¥400.000.003 re-

served by the Government In London n
an exchange fund lying unused. Till*

fund, however, the Government Intends

to hold for aome purpose not dlsclos. I,

and it wilt therefore be necessary to ra: •

a fresh fund for the transportation if

the troopa, and ways and means requlio

the Immediate attention of the flnan :!al

authorities. The redemption of Treasi,!}

bonds, which now amount to 1,300 mili:'>:i

yen. bearing an annual interest of seven >

million yen, la also a problem requiring
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solution. Other important matters luat i and the development of Saghallen. It Is
|

Increased. But It Is considered that

require immediate attention are the pro-
J

clear that the expenditure still to be In- ' while the loss of the indemnity la serious,

vision to be made for pensioning the men curred as a direct consequence of the the country ts in a position to overcome

who are returning ; the Improvement of I war la enormous, and now that Japan i * financial difficulties. The Diet during

the Chinese- Eastern Railway, the cliles I has tailed to receive any indemnity ihe '. Its next session will fully consider the

and harbours of Tairen and Port Arthur ;
' difficulty of meeting obligations must oo' situation.

Tuesday, September oth.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

OPINION IN THE COUNTRY.

MARQUIS SAIONJI'S VIEWS.

MORE PRESS COMMENT.

So far the agitation against the peace

terms would seem to continue unabated,

the general view being unreserved con-

i of the Government. But there

The Committee of the Progressist party

Is in strong opposition to the terms ol

peace. On Saturday the Committee

passed a resolution to the effect that the

terms agreed upon by Baron Komura

Ignored the object of the war as expressed

In the Imperial Rescript and were at

variance with the wishes of the people.

The party will shortly Issue a manifesto.

A meeting of the Committee of the Con-

stitutionalist party was also helJ on

Saturday, when It was agreed to decide

the course to be taken at a general meet-

ing of Constitutionalist members of the

Diet. This political party Is inclined la

take a much more moderate view than

the Progressists. The general body of

Constitutionalists, however, appears to be

ac indignant as other sections of the

public at the Government's concessions,

and at a meeting on Saturday callej

upon the Government to resign. The
Peace Question League Is considering a

proposal to address a representation to

the Emperor. It is expected that the

Diet will be convened within the next

fortnight.

The mass meeting at Osaka convened

for Sunday In the public hall In Naka-
noshima park was duly held. It is

stated that over five thousand persons,

representing all classes of citizens, were

present, and the temper of the meeting

was well indicated in the character of

the decorations, the chairs and tables jh

the platform and pillars of the hall being

draped In black. Mr. Mitani. Chairman of

the Osaka-fu Assembly, presided over the

proceedings. Mr. Hlno, Chairman of the

Osaka City Municipal Assembly, read a

and resolutions, all of whlcn

by the great gathering

with much applause. The manifesto Is

to the following effect :
—

It Is now a year and a half since the

beginning of the war. Our arms have
teen completely successful, and the glory

end strength of the Empire has been

manifested to the world, which has been

astonished by our military achievements.

This Is the outcome of the intense pat-

riotism of the people, who have sacrificed

everything in the Interests of their

country, and while the gallant soldiers

and sailors hare been fighting with great

valour at the front the people hare tolled

to supply the sinews of war. But the

fruits of brilliant military success have

not been gathered and the nation Is humi-

liated In a day. The war has been pro-

secuted to obtain a guarantee from Rus-

sia for the future, without which the per-

manent peace of the Far Bast la Impos-

sible. During the peace negotiations two

or three Cabinet Ministers and Elder

Statesmen have been pleased to mak»
concession upon concession and have

agreed to conclude peace on very humi-

liating terms, without exacting any gua-

rantee from Russia for the ruture. In

these circumstances how can the perma-

nent peace of the Far East be secured,

which is the primary object of the war I

The Cabinet Ministers and Elder States-

men have deceived their Imperial master,

and sold the nation to secure a tempo-

rary peace. The Imperial Rescript of the

declaration of war, however, cannot be

ignored, and the Empire must be

ridiculed by the world for concluding

peace on such terms. The people are

quite conscious of the horror of war, but

war once entered upon should not bb

stopped before the object has been at-

tained, as was commanded by the Im-

perial Rescript. The nation feels far

greater pain In enduring the national dis-

grace than In enduring tne horrors of

war, and prefers to continue hostilities

rather than submit to a temporary peace

at the coat of disgrace. The citizens of

0»aka. the second city of the Empire, de-

mand to be heard by the Government, de-

mand the rescinding of the peace agree

ment just arrived at. and thus express

the wishes of the people of the Empire.

We are prepared to sacrifice life and

money to attain the object of the war.

It Is better to die than live

The

" 1.—The Ministry and Elder Statesmen

responsible for the failure of the negotia-

tions should take the proper course and

apologise to the Emperor and the nation.

"2.—The peace terms agreed upon must
be annulled and the war continued."

The following telegram was sent lo

Baron Komura :
—

" The peace agreement your Excellency

is now about to sign cannot be accepted

by the nation, and your Excellency Is

asked to at once rescind the agreement."

To Marshal Oyama the following tele-

"The multitude of the Empire will

strive to have the disgraceful peace agree,

ment quashed, and It is hoped your Ex-

cellency will continue the war and crush

the enemy."

It Is satisfactory to note that the vlewa

of the leader of the Constitutionalists,

Marqula Salonjl, are eminently wise and

statesmanlike. Addressing the Com-
mittee of the Constitutional Association

on Saturday, the Marquis said that

although no direct

regarding the

there could be no doubt an

had been arrived at. Continuing, the

Marquis said he must first congratulate

the country on the restoration of peace,

in the interests of civilisation and

humanity. In discussing the peace terms

It was necessary for them to keep in

mind the special character of the

negotiations. Both countries agreed to

in compliance with the advice of Presi-

dent Roosevelt, who saw the necessity

of a terrible war being brought to an

end. It must be remembered that the

negotiations were not those in which

one party was vanqulsued and com-

pelled to sue for peace, as In the

ca»e of the Franco-German war, when

the GcrmanB were at the gates of Paris.

It was also to be borne In mind that It

was extremely hazardous for the Japan-

ese to Ignore the views of the Powers

In the matter. The bulk of the people,

perhaps, believed that Russia was re-

duced to such a desperate plight that

she had no alternative but to sue for

peace, after continuous defeat both on

land and sea. But the views of tl#

Powers were widely different, and they

evidently did not think Rusala was la

such a critical position. The Powers

had been eagerly hoping for peace, and

the advice of President Roosevelt echoed

the wishes of all other ruler.. Th. M*
so prevalent In Japan to annul the peso*

agreement and so disregard the wishes

of the Powers was a dangerous one, sad

careful consideration should be ftm "

by GoOgl
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before It was persevered with. Marquis I

Saionjl conttnued to say that the Tsar

of Russia was all along absolutely oppose >i

to the payment of any Indemnity, as wi...

evident from his repeated proclamations,

while his Government was unanimous tu

favour of continuing the war. The Rus-
sians said they agreed to the negotia-

tions on the advice of President Roose-

velt, who acted for the sake of humanity
at large, and this declaration could not

be taken as mere pretence. The Japan-

ese must not Ignore the fact that Japan's

concessions after her brilliant military

successes would make a most favourable

impression on the PowerB, and if they

now obstinately persisted In continuing

the war Japan would train little and would

lose the good Impression she has alreail}

made. Russia had been sufficiently

chastised for her unprincipled design?,

and It was high time that the Japanese

laid down their arms and energetically

turned to peaceful enterprises for th-:

prosperity of the nation. Further con-

tinuation of the war would Involve thj

Empire In heavy expenditure and llttlo

gain. An examination of the peace terms

•bowed that the Japanese had obtained

the primary object of the war regarding

Korea and Manchuria. It was to be re-

gretted they had not obtained the whole

of their demands with regard to the ces-

sion of territory and an Indemnity, and
the public was perhaps Justified in blam-

Ing the Government for It* failure in

diplomacy, but the work was done and
they must not cry over split milk. They
must now look to their political derail
ment They had an eoormons amount of

national work in store awaiting Im-

mediate attention. The position of the

Empire was now as critical as It was be-

fore the outbreak of the war ; it was a

most momentous time for the whole peo-

ple, and required calmness and courage
to meet It.

In contrast with Marquis Salonjl's

views are those of Count Okuma, the

leader of the other great party In the

State, the Progressists. This leader's

views are different from those of the

bulk of the politicians, but they are
certainly not so statesmanlike as those

of the Constitutionalist leader. Count
Okuma does not consider the loss of an
indemnity and the partition of Saghallen
as the most unsatisfactory features of
the peace agreement, but the fact that

the terms, according to his view, entirely

ignore the object of the war. There Is

no guarantee, he reasons, that in view
of the most-favoured-nation clause as

regards Korea Russia will not make de-

mands, auchr «s limber, mining, and
fishery concessions she formerly posses-

sed, as soon as the war Is over. As In

the case of the Treaty made after the

Japan-China war, the present terms do

not prevent Russia from launching on
similar aggressive enterprises In Man-
churia. The Japanese have to withdraw
their troops from Manchuria at the same
time as Russia, and Count Okuma asks
why Japan should withdraw her troops

seeing that China is unable to protect

the country. The Count holds that the

so-called endeavours of Russia to pre-

serve the sovereignty of Korea and

return Manchuria to China are skilfully

calculated to Increase her friendship with

those countries, with objects inimical to

Japan's Interests. In ten years, he be-

lieves, there will be anolber war with

Russia. Count Okuma says Japanese

diplomacy was bound to fall when Japan

accepted President Roosevelt's Invita-

tion, and the Japanese plenipotentiaries

were in reality prisoners of war under

the President The substitution of the

word " reimbursement " for " Indemnity,"

and the proposal offering half of Sagha-

llen was a humiliating exhibition of

diplomatic finettt.

It is reported In Tokyo that Baron Son-

has resigned the portfolio of Finance, in

consequence of bis Inability to frame a

financial scheme for the ensuing flseai

year In the absence of an Indemnity. No
official confirmation of the rumour can

be obtained.

We have already given the vlewB of

the Kokumln on the peace terms, but as

thts paper Is a semi-official Journal a fuller

account of Its views Is of interest.

As stated, the A"oJrum(n welcomes tin

advent of peace after so much bloodshed

during the last nineteen months. Tuo

Japanese are not a martial peaple. It say*,

and they do not go to war for the sake of

mere fighting. There was an object for

which the war was started, and If that

object has been attained, it Is not Im-

proper that the war should be stopped.

Japan had to embark on the war owinc

to the arbitrary occupation of Manchuria,

constituting a menace to the Indtv

pendene* of Korea and to the safety of

Japan. In the terms of peace Just nego-

tiated Japan has obtained more than .he

object for which the war was undertaken.

Japan has now established a protectorate

evacuate Manchuria : has obtained the

tease of Talren and Port Arthur, and

the unconditional transfer of the Chinese

Eastern Railway, In addition to the most

fertile portion of Saghallen and fishing

privileges on the Siberian coast. Japan

has certainly secured a proper reward for

her victorious war, even If the terms are

not quite up to general expectation. Some
regard the conclusion of peace an

humiliating to Japan, continues the

Kokumin. because she failed to exact a.i

indemnity and the entire cession of

Saghallen from Russia. But they are

greatly mistaken. The Government must
have done everything In Its power

to obtain the most profitable terms

for Japan within the range of pos-

sibility, but the Government cannot

be expected to accomplish an impossible

thing. Men who allege that an Ignoble

peace has been concluded must have for-

gotten the primary object for which Japan
went to war. Japan did not undertake

the war for the sake of securing an ill-

dcmnlty, and. such being the case, the

Inability to exact an Indemnity from Rus-

sia can hardly be made a Justification for

the prosecution of the campaign. Nor
would there be any possibility of obtain-

ing Indemnity even If the war is con-

tinued Indefinitely by the further sacrifice

of life and treasure. Although there ma/
be much adverse criticism of the Goverr -

ment there is every reason why the nation

should welcome the restoration of peace

for the sake of humanity, and return

thanks to President Koosevelt for bU
efforts In bringing about the muchdenirej
termination of the war.

The most astonishing feature of the first

Press comments wss the moderation shown
by the .Vippoit. to which we have alrealy

referred. This Journal believes that It

Is the force of circumstances which

has compelled the Government to arcctt

what may he considered an Ignoble pea<<.

There Is no doubt, It says, that the Go-

vernment has done everything In iU
power to obtain as profitable terms as

possible, but It was obliged to make con-

cessions owing to the circumstance!, ot

the case. And therefore the Government
can hardly shirk Its responsibility in

placing Itself In such a delicate situation.

The success of the present war is In a
large measure due to the support giv."j

by the nation at large. Owing to the

seemingly easy victories achieved by tl.o

army and (he navy there has sprung up

a tendency among the people to expect a

large profit from the war. They' have,

however, now met with a rude awaken-

ing from their dream. Even the men
who advocated the most moderate terms

would not have expected to see the return

of peace on the conditions which are now
revealed- The extravagant expectation

held by the Japanese as to the outcome

of the peace negotiations must be due to

their want or experience In International

affairs of a like nature. "The 'friendly

advice ' of the three Powers In the Uao-
tung episode," concludes the yippon,
" came to be a good lesson to the Japan-

ese, and therefore the present experience,

bitter though It Is. may be considered as

a blessing In disguise. In checking the

people from becoming drunk and con-

ceited with their success In the war."

The last sentence Is possibly intended to

be read as sarcastic.

But while quite unexpectedly th«

.Vippon a day or two ago criticised tho

peace in a tone favourable to the Govern-
ment. In a later issue the Tokyo Journal

arrived at conclusions the exact opposite.

It now says the terms will have a bad
effect on the future of the Empire, and
asks. If the Japanese Government thought
the terms first proposed fair and reason-

able, why did the Government make such
heavy concessions ? These unreasonatle
concessions will call forth the ridicule of
the Powers, and the high reputation

Japan has gained for honesty In diplo-

macy will be lost. 'i he .Vippon now
urges that the nation should assert Itself,

and that the people should let It be
known that they were not parties to the

Government's diplomacy.

The Tokyo . IHcM-JTIeM looks for

national bankruptcy and paralysis of

trade In the absence of any compensa-
tion to Japan for her huge expenditure

in the war, and takes generally a most
pessimistic view.

The Ji}i Hhimpo, in one of Its artiel

on the question, discusses the division *

Saghallen aa a most unwise piece of coa-
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by Japan. Even If the

Japanese Government was computed by-

force of circumstances to make all pos-

sible concessions. It should have retained

the claim on Saghallen intact, even at Wt

cost of abandoning the demand for In-

demnity. Aa for the monetary loss In-

volved, though no doubt this will prove

a grievous burden 10 the people. Il may

b«, made good in the future by too

national industry. The enormous expen-

diture of money Incurred by Japan lu

the war may be regarded as the cost of

advertising the true value of Japan to

the world. As to Saghallen, however,

the case is greatly different. The occupa-

tion of the Island was intended as th?

recovery or an old property, and Japan

meant to hold It permanently. Ttat

Japanese Government, however, agreed

to the partition of the Island between th«.

belligerents, thus providing cause for

future complications. The retrocession

of Llaotung ten years ago was necessi-

tated by inevitable circumstances, but in

the present case the Jiji falls to aee the

existence of a sufficient excuse for lui

extraordinary action adopted.

FIGHTING IN SAGHALIEN AND
KOREA.

OFFICIAL REPORTS.

Although an armistlie was supposed to

have been mutually agreed upon a week

ago when the peace agreement was made,

fighting was in progress at the front as

late as the 3Mb ultimo. A dispatch from

the army in Sagballen which reached ibc

Impcrlal Headquarters on Saturday

says :
—

" A dfctachment under Captain Owada

ras crossed the steep hills and traversea

the thick forests during the past few

days, and pressed the remnants of uit

enemy to the mouth of the NalbucLi

River from the west coast of the Island.

The enemy was annihilated after fighting

which lasted five hours from noon on the

30th ultimo. In this action Lieutenant

Kawai was killed and seven of the rank

I and file were killed or wounded. About

j
130 Russians were killed and many tra

phlea were captured. The southern part

of the island is now completely subdued."

The following dispatch waa received al

the Imperial Headquarter* from North

Korea on Saturday afternoon :

—

" Early on Friday morning our Arm/
attacked the Russian positions at Shoio-

ret (10 miles south-east of Hulnyoag)

and Cohort! (10 miles south west of tat

same place). The strength of the enemy

there was about 4 battalions of Infantry

with six guns and several hundreds of

cavalry, who made a stubborn resistance.

The elevations in this neighbourhood are

very steep, which rendered the operations

of our army difficult. Our artillery

directed against Shotorel fired wtta

effect, when we charged against the left

wing of the enemy and succeeded in

taking the elevation near SBotorel at 9

am. The enemy retreated northwards ia

diEorder, and we are now pursuing.

" The enemy on an elevation a few

mill's west of Shotorel and also at Goho-

rel made an extremely stubborn resist-

ance, but we succeeded in dislodging him

from his position shortly after 11 am.

The enemy fled in disorder.

" Our detachment has driven away hue-

dreds of the enemy at Hokken (7 miles

west of Oohorel) and is now pursuing.

Our detachment In the direction of Yudoa

is driving the enemy before It.

"in theae actions. Captain Ishlwwa

was killed and Captain Toshlmoto ani

three other officers and about 60 men were

I wounded. The Russian casualties apptkr

to be heavy. Over 40 dead have been

left on the field and considerable spoil
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Wednesday, September 6th.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

MEETING PROHIBITED IN TOKYO.

Strong view* continue to be pre-

sented hy the Japanese Press on the

peace terms the Japanese Government has

had the temerity to conclude with Russia

If anything, the people, both In large

cities and places far removed from tne

Influence of politicians, are more dissatis-

fied than ever at the Government's recent

agreement, as la shown by the reports

below. The Government Is no doubt con-

cerned over the uncompromising attitude

of tho people, and It Is stated that with

a view to tranqullllse the public mind

the Government baa decided to publish

the amended Anglo-Japanese Treat/

simultaneously with the Peace Treaty

and so conciliate the people It possible.

In the opinion of one authority, howevei.

It Is very doubtful It this course will

prove a success, because It Is poeslbU

Japan will gain as little by the nc*

Treaty with England as by the Treaty

of Peace. Patriotism would now seem

to be at a discount In the large centre.,

of population. It la reported that a pro-

posal has been made among the leading

residents of Yokohama not to subscribe

to further national bonds, and to wild-

draw subscriptions In aid of the Volunteer

Fleet Fund, also to withdraw from men -

berehlp of the Red Cross Soldiers' Relief

and Ladles' Patriotic Societies. This Is

probably mere rumour, but the public

mind at present appears to be In the ex-

cited condition when everything is pos-

sible.

A mast meeting was convened to Use
place In Hiblya Park, Tokyo, yesterday

afternoon and another meeting In tlie

Sblntuml-xa Theatre, TsuklJI. Many per-

sons representing In Tokyo public bodies

In the. provinces were to attend, but the

promoters have experienced difficulties In

hiring the theatre on account ot police

of the Kojl-macfci police

summoned the promoters of the meeting

and suggested that It would he better to

postpone It, as the war was not yet over

and the peace terms not yet officially pub-

lished. I: would give a bad impression

to foreign Powers, the official said, If

agitation was made by the people, and
he hinted that the meeting would be

dispersed If held. The promoters

that It was impossible for them to

pone the meeting. The members of the

Tokyo-fu and Tokyo City Assemblies inc.

> decided to hold a pubil:

but owing to the police intcr-

lt was found difficult to hire a
theatre or public hall. It has therefore

been arranged to hold the meeting in the

open air outside the Baba&akl gale to-mor-

row at 10 a.m.

A crisis arrived In Tokyo yesterday

between the public and police as

a result of the efforts of the for-

mer to hold a public meeting, efforts

which were anally successful. Hlbrya

Park was selected for the meeting,

but before the day arrived the pro-

wlth having

According to a Tokyo dispatch detectives

shadowed these gentlemen and arrested

nearly all of them unexpectedly one by

one. On Sunday night the Kollmacbi
police announced that the meeting would
not be allowed to tak6 piece. On Monday
night Mr. Takabashi. one of the leaders

of the movement, was arrested by the

Kanda police. A similar fate befell others

on Tuesday (yesterday) morning. Messrs.

Otuke and Ogawa, members ot the Diet,

who also belong to the Peace Question

League, while on their way to the

of the League on Tuesday morning
approached by detectives and asked to

go to the police elation. Both gentlemen
refused, whereupon the detectives at-

tempted to take them by force. A strug-

gle ensued, and people who had gathered

round went to the assistance ot the mem-
bers of the Diet, the detectives being as-

saulted at the same time. Hiblya Park
early In the day was policed by about

350 men, and all entrances to the park
were barricaded, the public not being

allowed to enter. The Municipal authori-

ties tool* offence at the action of the

police Illegally closing a public park. Mr.
Ozakl. tne Mayor, visited the Home De-

partment, and the Deputy Mayor visited

the Metropolitan Police Office, both of

these officials representing the Impropriety

ot the police action. In the meantime an
official of the City Office went to the park

and requested the police- to allow en-

trance, but was not successful. The offi-

cial then repaired to the City Office, and
reported to tbe Municipal Council, upon
which the members of tbe Council made
their way to tbe park and promptly re-

moved the barriers at the principal en

trance, the police apparently offering no

An excited crowd watched

nd as soon as they

were free to enter, did so. shouting and

forcing their way In. A conflict with tbe

police ensued, the latter using their

swords, and, opposition being overcome,

the crowd signalised the victory with the

usual " Banzai," followed by fireworks,

as if the whole affair had been antici-

pated. At length sufficient order was re-

stored to permit of the anticipated mass

meeting. Mr. Kono, ex-PreslJent of the

House of Representatives, read a resolu

Hon. similar In effect to many others

lately, and this was followed by

Upon tbe conclusion of the

le crowd marched to the front

of tbe Imperial Palace, gave three loud

for the Emperor, and quietly dis-

persed, content

their rights

It la stated that the number of people

assembled In the park was over a hun-

dred thousand. The seriousness of the

disturbance which took place st the park
entrance may be estimated by the tact

that the Superintendent of Police and
over twenty men were Injured.

We learn that a mob surrounded the

official residence of the Home Minister.

Viscount Yoshlkawa, yesterday afternoon,

probably in consequence ot the attitude

of tbe authorities In closing Hiblya Park.

Six men with drawn swords broke into

the compound of tbe Ministers' residence,

and a struggle ensued with the police

guard. One of the men waa cut down and
died on tbe spot, while five others were
Injured. A preliminary examination

Judge and Procurator in Tokyo Chlho
Salbansho later Inspected the scene of

the tragedy.

Mr. Kono, ex-President of tbe House of

Representatives, headed a deputation ot

twenty-seven persons, which, on behalf ot

called at the Imperial Household Depart-

ment and presented a representation to

tbe Emperor. After referring to the suc-

cess ot the war, the address said the

people, to whose unity that success wok

largely due, should not be Ignored as they

bad been by the Government. Tens ot

thousands ot parents had been bereaved,

of their sons and tens of thousands of

wives and children turned into widow*
snd orphans ; the nation bad become in-

debted to the extent of thousands ot mil-

lions of yen, but nobody bad dreamed

that tbe end of the war would be aucii

plenipotentiaries snd Cabinet Ministers,

they declared, had acted criminally to his

Majesty, the nstlon. the Imperial ances-

tors, and posterity. The people had now
no authority to appeal to other than to

ask for tbe Imperial decision on tbe

action ot the plenipotentiaries and states-

men concerned.

The people of Akashl have also tor-

warded their opinions to the Government.

On Mondsy Mr. Takasblroa, tbe Mayor,

representing tbe townspeople, telegraphed

Viscount Tsnake, Minister for the Im-

perial Household, asking him to lay bo-

fore bis Majesty the earnest desire of

Akssbl people that the Ignoble peace

terms be not ratified. The Mayor scat

another teligram to Count Katsura stat-

ing that the peace terms agreed upon

were evidently at variance with the

wishes ot bis Majesty and also of the

nation at large, and advl«ed the Premur
to resign office without delay. A tele-

graphic representation was also made to

Mr. Matsuda, President of the House ot

Representatives, asking him to use bis

to have the peace agreement

by the Emperor. A mass meet-

ing of the citizens of Akashl was to b*

held at the local theatre yesterday after-

noon, tbe object being to publicly ckr
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It appears that the Osaka police en-

deavoured to suppress the great Indigna-

tion meeting held In Osaka on Sunday,

but tbelr efforts were unsuccessful In

consequence of the determination of the

promoters. Prior (o the opening of IK
meeting the Superintendent of Police, it

U stated, desired to Inspect the manifesto

to be placed before the meeting, and or-

dered the promoters to produce a copy.

This request was re I used on the ground

that the draft of the manifesto was not

completed. The order was repeated lu

Tain, and at last the police authorities

summoned the principal promoter to the

central ofllce. Mr. Matsumura appeared

and stated that the draft of the manifesto

bad not yet been completed. He. however,

flatly refused to promise the production

of the manifesto when It was complete.!,

whereupon the police threatened to dis-

perse the meeting. This threat had little

effect on Mr. Matsumura, who replied that

the meeting might be dispersed, but if so

would be called again for next day and

that the promoters were determined to

attain the objtct they had In view.

Finally the police gave way and the meet-

On Monday the Tokyo City Electric

Railway received a threatening letttr. iu

the name of the Tokyo Labour Guilu.

stating In definite terms that the membet-j

of the guild, regardless of consequences,

would destroy every car on the lines if

the company illuminated or decorate'!

their cars with flags in honour of Baron

Komura when he returned. Many other

letters of a similar nature have been re-

ceived, and the electric railway com-

of Tokyo have agreed not to illu-

minate their cars on that occasion. This I

shows the strength of the coolie element

In Tokyo.

The XicMHichi, in common with its

contemporaries, demands of the Govern-

ment the publication of the more lmpor:-

ant of fhe peace terms as speedily as

possible. The conditions of peace so far

as they are known, the Tokyo journal

writes, are quite out of proportion to

what Japan has achieved on the fielJ of

battle. The agreement regarding Man-

churia 1b at best calculated not to go be-

yond restoring the position of Japan aud

Russia to that existing one or two year,

prior to the outbreak of war ; much

worse, so far as Japan Is concerned, to

the state of affairs that prevailed prior

to the Boxer troubles. Although Japan

Is supposed to nave established a pro-

tectorate over Korea, It Is doubtful whe-

ther she can exercise full rights of pro-

tection owing to the existence of sji

agreement restricting the stationing of

guards on the Korean frontier. Not only

has Japan's position in Korea and Man-

churia not been more consolidated than

it was before the war. but Japan's re-

sponsibilities have been greatly Increased.

The terms of peace are quite Insufficient

to make Russia abandon her policy oi

aggression In the East, and It Is evident

that she will again embark upon t li
•*

policy of advance that has met with a

temporary check, as soon as she deetu.i

fit to do so. It Is not at all Improbable

that the Russian troops, one* withdrawn,

may again be marched on the Korcai.

frontiers on the slightest pretext. 8uch

a contingency is the more probable as

Russia will apparently aim at retaliation

against Japan. Viewed in this light, the

restoration of peace on inadequate terms

must be regarded as tending to breed

great future complications. It is also

reported as agreed that neither country

sball arm or fortify Saghalien and that

Japan shall not fortify Soya Straits. The

tatter proposition, If true. Is as sur-

prising aa it is unreasonable. The peace

terms, it would seem, are the more sur-

prising as tbey come to be better known,

and the astonishment and disappointment

of the people are gradually giving Place

to a feeling of uneasiness and apprehen-

sion.

Continuing, the Kichl-Xichi says It may
hare been necessary to keep the con-

ference proceedings secret, but there is

no longer any necessity to withhold the

terms agreed upon from the public. The
publication of the Important clauses of

the agreement is not only necessar>

under existing circumstances, but the

Government Is under obligation lo th*

people to do so as It Is the unity of the

people which has been the cause of suc-

cess In the war. The people shoulJ do

acquainted with all Important particulars

of the agreement without any unneces-

sary delay, to remove from their minds

any unfounded fears for the future and

thus encourage them. If the Government
Is withholding the information lest it

might lead to further indignation in J

heated dfscussion of Government re-

sponsibility, this must be regarded as

another great mistake. The question Is

one of grave Importance, and the Govern-

ment is not Justified in keeping the matter

for any length of time. The Ci-

ted not wait for an extraordi-

nary session of the Diet. The facts m.y
be disclosed in the columns of its ori*n

or at a meeting of Press representatives

Thursduti, September 1th.

ON the 1st Instant Renter wired the

following message, which was de-

layed by the Censor until to-day :—
M. Wltte's telegram to the Tsar

read :—
"Japan has agreed to your demands."

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

SERIOUS CONDITIONS IN 1'OKYO.

THE FIRE AT THE HOME MINISTER'S
RESIDENCE.

" KOKUMIN " PRINTING OFFICE

A NIGHT OF RIOT.

The riotous outbreaks that have oc-

curred In Tokyo In the past day or two

are but an Indirect result of the peace

agreement, and It is probable tuat If the

Authorities bad recognised the right of

the people to hold mass meetings the

meeting would have been held, with

little disturbance, resolutions would

have been passed, and there an end. The

Government action In closing Hlblya

Park, which was even reaenteu by the

Municipal authorities, was a tactical mis-

take in the present crisis, to which the

subsequent disturbances must be entirely

attributed.

The attack on the Home Minister's re-

sidence, reported in yesterday's Issue, Is

confirmed by later telegrams which give

fuller particulars. Shortly after 2 p.m.

on Tuesday crowds began to assemble out-

side the residence, which was guarded

by police, and a rush was made for the

front gates, wtilch were broken down not-

withstanding the efforts of the police, who
however, eventually succeeded In dispers-

ing the crowd. Later In the arternoon

another crowd marched from hiulya Park

to the Home Minister's residence, cheer-

ing and yelling on the way. They effected

an entrance at the rear of the house and

forced their way Into the compound.

While this disturbance was in progress,

a house near the Minister's residence,

occupied by Mr. Maklno. Chief Secretary

of the Ise Grand Shrine, was set on fire,

and was almost completely uestroyed. A
strong breeze was blowing at the time

which made It Impossible for the fire

brigades to save the building. Meanwhile,

with the general excitement much In-

creased by the Are, hundreds of police

made unsuccessful efforts to disperse toe

huge crowd that bad now gathered about

the Minister's residence, and in the melee

several men were severely Inj-irtu by the

swords of the police. Subsequently a de-

tachment of the Tokyo Army Division

cleared the streets. The residences of tie

Ministers of State and Kider Statesmen

are now strongly guarded. In various

parts of the city the temper of the moil

was shown. A crowd assembled oulstiit

the offices of the weu-known Government

organ, the Kokumin Hhimbun. Here type

i and machines were destroyed and the
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by

the staff and employes to defend the office,

one of the defenders using a sword with

effect.

Particulars received yesterday of the

outbreak show that the public agitation

continued throughout the night until the

early hours of Wednesday morning- The
outhouses of the official residence of

Viscount Yoshikawa, the Home Minister,

were destroyed by Are. but the mob wat

In Its efforts to fire the mala

•e stations were

set on Are by the angry populace, and

police boxes also destroyed, showing that

the efforts of the disturbers were directed

wholly against the police. On the

slightest occasion tbe police freely used

their swords, the crowds retaliating with

tones and other missiles, but the damage

to lire and limb has fortunately not been

serious. The storm centre was outside

tbe residence of the Home Minister,

where alternate cheers and yells marked

Tictory or defeat In the tussles with the

police. It was during these attacks that

a man threw a blazing kerosene tin into

a storehouse at tbe rear of tbe Minister's

house, which quickly set Are to the build-

ing. Anarchy prevailed at this time,

about 7 o'clock on Tuesday evening, and

the police had their bands full between

keeping the rioters in check and extin-

guishing the flames. About this lime the

mob knocked down a brick wall and

rushed Into the compound, completely

overpowering the police, whose swords

who were In front

by the crush behind.

The arrival of police Are englneB and

brigades added to the confusion, but

shortly after 8 o'clock a change came
over tbe scene with the arrival of the

troops, who In a very short time were the

only human beings to be seen near the

Minister's residence, with the exception

of the police.

The mob which had disappeared from

this part of the town was next In evi-

dence, however, near the police-box a*

I'chi-Salwalcho. The polios having bc«n

driven out, kerosene oil was sprinkled

over this structure and it was set on Are,

as was the police-box at Dobashl. At
Shimbashl another mob removed the

police-box on to tbe electric-railway

track, where It was set on Are. They
would not sllow the burning structure to

be removed and consequently traffic »a<
for some time. Police boxes in

parts of the city were destroyed,

and for a time the mob seemed to have
completely secured the upper band.

Before daybreak on Wednesday morn-
ing the Shuelsba printing office, a well-

known business house in Kyobashl. was
raided by a large crowd, and the typo,

machinery, and tho building Itself fo:

the most part wrecked. The reason the

mob vented Its anger upon this place U
because the printing of the Kokumin U
done there. When the crowd had com-
pleted the work of destruction, and wai
about to march away, a force of police

appeared and a struggle ensued In which

Fearing that the

be again attacked that night, the police

guard was greatly strengthened and
traffic In the vicinity stopped. Watch
was kept by the police with drawn swords,

but the night passed quietly. One event

occurred, however, which ended tragi-

cally. Shortly after midnight, a man
unintentionally passed the line of guards.

He wore a panama hat, was well dressed,

and It is believed was quite unacquainted

with the conditions prevailing. As soon

as he passed the police he was challenged,

and evidently being surprised and afraid,

attempted to run away, but was pursued

by a policeman and cut down. It is said

the dead body lay for hours In the street

before It was attended to.

The latest news from Tokyo suggests

a city In a very disturbed state, although

at midday yesterday It appears that tbe

police had the situation well In hand.

Over eighty arrests were made in connec-

tion with the attack on the Home Mini-

ster's residence, the disaffected being

lodged in the prison attached to the Met-

ropolitan Police Bureau. Before midday

more than three Hundred arrests were

made In all parts of the city. The bo..y

of the man who was cut down and

by the police net

Tuesday, night was stilt lying on the road-

way at midday. The body was covered

with matting, and gazed at by curious

crowds from a distance, the public

not being allowed to use the streets in

the neighbourhood of the Kokumin office.

One Incident is recorded showing the

desperate character of the engagement!"

between the people and the police. The
mob endeavoured to Are the Kanda police

station on Tuesday evening, but the

whole force of police resisted and a bard

battle tnsued which lasted until daylight.

Blood flowed freely In this engagement,

evidences of the nature of the battle be-

ing found In bloodstains on the road-

way, on buildings, and on the white uni-

forms of the police. Early yesterday

morning a number of tins of kerosene

were found near Bishop N'lcolai's Church

In Surugadal. An attempt to burn tht

building was frustrated by troops.

Printed copies of the resolution to be

placed before the Hlblya Park mass meet-

ing and other printed matter were seized

by the police on Tuesday morning on the

way to the park. In the evening the

of this meeting held a -

at tbe Koyokwan in

Park. There were present over tv

dred prominent men. in the course of

a speech. Mr. Yamada, who was Vice-

Minister for Justice in the Okumi
Cabinet, said it was a mistake to think

a Treaty once agreed upon could not be

annulled, for M. Martens, the Russian

authority on International law, had al-

ways emphasised this fact. The speaker

asked what would be tht result If Russia

repudiated the present agreement. The

meeting unanimously adopted a resolu-

tion to the effect that every effort be made
by united action of the people to annul

the peace agreement. It was decided that

Privy Councillors and members of both

Houses of the Diet should be canvassed

and public lectures held both In the capi-

tal and the provinces In an endeavour to

carry out the resolution of the

It was also decided that public

throughout the Empire should be Invited

to send representatives to Tokyo, and
that Privy Councillors and members ot

the Diet should be Invited to express an
opinion on the peace agreement.

At about 7 o'clock yesterday morning
a body of some forty " patriots " who had
probably been active throughout the

night assembled In Hiblya Park. One ot

their number was engaged in addressing

the crowd on the future plan of opera-

tions when the police appeared. In

clent strength not only to

to stop suddenly but also to en-

blm and hU fellows in conflict. Th»
I were all secure

off to the lock-up. A few

ot thousands of people were in and abou:

the park, a large number no doubt at-

tracted simply by curiosity. Among th«

crowd was an army of twenty thousand

workmen recently dismissed from the

Military Arsenal, and It was feared these

men might cause trouble.

Tbe public feeling is growing In Tokyo
against the Minister for War, General

Terauchl. who In response to a call for as-

sistance from the Home Minister, ordered

out a body of troops. The Minister. It

Is complained, neglected to send out «
medical corps for the succour of th«

wounded, and It Is recalled that In.

the disastrous crush last year during tbe

great lantern procession in honour ot

victory the Minister called out the medi-

cal corps without being asked. Yesterday

the Mayor of Tokyo Issued Instructions

to the various ward offices ordering them
to give medical aslstance to the poor who
have been Injured during tbe dlsturb-

Mr. Ozakl pointed out that the-

forming such a service, their <

being quite paralysed by the

In the city.

A meeting which was to be held on

Tuesday night in the Shlntomiza Tbeatre

at Tokyo was prohibited, but this did

not prevent an Immense and angry crowd

from gathering In the street outside.

Fiery speeches were delivered by orators

who omitted all mention of the peace

terms In their Indignation at the action

of the police. Mounted police en-

deavoured to disperse the crowd, but they

could do no more than disturb those on
the outer fringe. The men who had

to deliver speeches In tho

lressed the crowd In the street

below from the upper rooms of a tea-

house near. Eventually, however, the

police succeeded In breaking Up this as-

sembly. During the struggle in front of

the Shlntomlza Theatre Police-Superin-

tendent Togawa was knocked down and
rendered unconscious.

Some excitement prevailed in Yoko-

hama on Tuesday in consequence of the

situation In the capital. At night-time

placards were posted denouncing tho

and Coun;

to "heavenly'
tnreatening Baron Komura «- » return

with assassination. Tbe placards wen
posted on telegraph poles, Ac. but during

the night tbe police
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RUSSIAN PRESS AND THE
PEACE.

A telegram received by the Foreign

Office give* a lumimrj: of Russian Press

opinion on the peace.

The Hun congratulate* the plenipoten-

tiaries of both sides on their success, an-.

especially the Japanese plenipotentiaries, <

who have obtained all the principal

polnta. The journal concludes:—" RusiU

bag suffered constant diaaater. and the

result of the peace negotiations cannot be

regarded a* a success. It is impossible

to say that Russia has secured a diploma-

tic triumph, but she has attained her

1 object of averting diplomatic failure."

The S/oro declares that the peace terms

agreed upon arts such aa would be ac-

ceptable only after disgraceful dereat la

the campaign. Another Journal says there

Is no reason to expect a diplomatic suc-

cess after an unsuccessful war, and there-

fore the terms agreed upon are the best

that can be obtained.

Friday, September &h.

A LONDON telegram dated Sept. 1st,

but not published until to-day. Is aa

follows :
—

It lg noticed that the Tsar has sent no

reply or message of congratulation in re-

sponse to M. WHte's message announcing

the term* arrived at by the plenipoten-

tiaries. If. Wltte Is stated to be much
hurt at the attitude of the Taar.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

TOKYO UNDER MARTIAL LAW.

TWO DAYS OF TErlROR.

PUBLIC HATRED OF THE POLICE.

THE CONTROL OF THE PRESS.

DISTURBANCES IN CHIBA KEN.

[mow ota own coraEseoKDEST.]

Yokohama. Sept. 7.

11.16 a.m.

The Law of Siege has been proclaimed

In Tokyo by Imperial Ordinance. Tht.

Commander of the Tokyo garrison now
baa charge of the city.

Throughout Wednesday the city of

Tokyo was In as disturbed a condition as

on the previous day, and early in the

morning the disaffection had spread to

Chlba prefecture adjoining. As early as

seven o'clock an attack was made by the

mob on the Cblba Police Station and Dis-

trict Court, both of which were destroyed

by fire. In the city of Tokyo during

Wednesday the police are reported to

have acted with great brutality against

harmless spectators. The police service

was entirely demoralised (now sup-

planted by the military arm), and the

actions of the police appear to have been

-directed by no superior authority. One

Incident In related as follows. In de-

ference. apparenUy. to the threats of the

mob, the Tokyo City Electric Railway

Company stopped running at about eight

o'clock on Wednesday night. A number

of the cars were drawn up at the station

east of Hlblya Park, and an hour

later a mob set fire to the cam,

four or five being destroyed. The news

quickly reached the Metropolitan Police

Station, and a force of a hundred men

with drawn swords shortly arrived on

the scene. Thousands of people, of all

ages and sexes, who had been attracted by
the burning car*, dispersed in all direc-

tions at the sight of the police, but the
latter pursued the people, and shocking
scenes are stated to have been witnessed.

On the Mltsu Blshl ground near by. R is

alleged that young and old were cut down
without discrimination. To the east of

Hlblya Park, one account says the In-

nocent were butchered—screaming people

being cut down, thrust through the body,

and stabbed by the demoralised police.

Among those killed In this way was a

boy of ten years. A terrible cru»h and

panic ensued In the efforts of the people

to escape the police. Many were driven

into a pond near by. others were crushed

against a atone wall, and score* were

killed.

During Wednesday night almost the

whole of the polke-boxes in the capital

were burned down, and the Christian

churches at Fukagawa and OkaJImachl

met the same fate. The mob. however.

Is particularly vengeful against the

police. A crowd attacked the po-

lice-box outside the Sakurada Oate. at

the entrance to the palace grounda, bat

the police defended to the best of their

ability until a company of soldiers ar-

rived and took charge, ordering them to

put down their awords. At this moment

a posse of police, also with drawn swords,

rushed up and charged the crowd of

spectators In the rear. Two Innocent

Jinriktsha-men and a boy were killed on

the Bpot. while the mob scattered and

made their way to another police-box.

It Is observed that the mobs are careful

when setting Ore to police-boxes and

police stations to protect adjoining pro-

perty. The boxes are removed before

they are fired, but in the case of the

stations adjoining, buildings cannot al-

ways be saved. The Fukagawa police

station was burnt down about midnight

on Wednesday, and the flames also des-

troyed the Oirls' Technical School near

by. The destruction of the Yoshlwara

police station involved thirty bouse*. The
people living near the offices of the

h •!.'!. In Kfeimbtin are deserting the

houses with their furniture and seeking

other homes. It various wards of the

city the more peacably disposed are or-

ganising voluntary forces for the main-

tenance of order.

8lnce Tuesday afternoon the resi-

dences of the Elder Statesmen and

Ministers of State and the Govern-

ment Departments have been strong-

ly guarded by troops. One states-

man, however, will not permit this,

and refuse* to have guards about his

house. This Is Marquis Ito. The veteran

statesman on Wednesday morning caused

the guard to be removed, and during

the rest of the day his residence was un-

protected. That the guard at the Home
Minister's residence was necessary was

proved on Wednesday night, when it was

again assailed by the mob. The gates,

which had been repaired after the attack

or the previous day, were carried away. A
fire was made In the middle of the road-
advantage being taken of the absence of

troops — and burning brands thrown

Into the compound of the residence in

an attempt to destroy It. The mob re-

peatedly showed that they bore no ill-

will towards anybody but the police and

higher police authorities, as the troops

were cheered. Repeated attempts were

made to destroy the Russian cathedral

during Wednesday. Four officers and a

hundred men of the Imperial Guard

were thereupon tent to protect the

building, which the people thought

was In charge of the police. During the

day a crowd advanced against the

cathedral, when an officer cried out that

It was now In charge of troops. The

mob cheered the officers and retreated

after destroying a police-box near !

Hundreds of arrests were mad* during

Wednesday, and some of the Jails In the

city must now be filled to overflowing.

Eight of those responsible for calling the

mass meeting In Hlblya Park, the sup-

pression of which by the police appears

to have been the prime cause of all the

subsequent trouble, were Lmong those

arrested, including Messrs. Otake and

Ogawa, members of the Diet. They have

been Indicted by the Public Procurator

on a charge of gathering a mob against

the public peace. By Wednesday morn-

ing 172 arrests had been made by the

Hongo police. 270 by the Uahigome police,

and 100 by the Kanda police.

A deputation of the Tokyo bar on Wed-
nesday called upon the Chief Procurator

of the Tokyo Chlho Saibansho and urged

that the prisoners arrested during the

disturbances be taken out of the charge

of the police authorities as quickly as

possible and their cas* be considered by

the Judicial authorities.
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Two foreigners were unpleasantly near
the mob on Tuesday night These were
Mr. Harriman. the American railway

magnate, who Is staying at the U.S. Lega-

tion, and a physician. Both gentlemen
were returning from the residence of

the Minister for Finance, with whom
they had dined, when they found them-
selves In close proximity to a mob. One
or two stray stones fell In their direc-

tion, and the physician was slightly in-

jured. Mr. Harriman escaped.

A, foreign resident of Tokyo who ar-

rived at Kobe by train yesterday morning
had a good deal that was of Interest to

relate In regard to the disturbances m
the metropolis. Having seen most of the

disturbance from the beginning, this

gentleman emphatically expressed the

conviction that there would have been

no trouble at all had it not been for the

arbitrary action of the pollco In endeav-

ouring to suppress the right of free

speech. It was apparent that trouble was
brewing an soon as the police cleared lue

lllblya Park and barricaded it at 11 o'clock

on the morning of the 5th. The Council

of Aldermen met and strongly objected to

the prohibition of the meeting because

the park belongs to the city. The Mayor
went to the 'Home Department and
formally protested against the closing of

the park, while the Deputy Mayor pro-

ceeded to the office of the Chief of Police

and laid a slroi.ar protest there. In the

meantime the people. Intent on holding

their meeting, had carrie- tue park, break-

ing down the barricades and thus forcing

an entrance. They held their meeting,

passed their resolutions of indignation In

regard to the terms of peace, and then

marched to an open space near the Palace

and shouted " Banzai for the Emperor "

and It was shortly after this that the

trouble seems to have Btarted. One
section of the crowd went down to the

residence of the Home Minister and

wrecked the gateway, subsequently setting

fire to some of the outhouses. Then
the crowd proceeded to the office of the

Kokumin Shimbun and wrecked that It

was at about 6 o'clock In the evening that

the first tire occurred—that at tne Home
Minister's residence,—and our Informant

In going out to see what had happened was
agreeably surprised that despite the angor i

of the crowd no antl-forelgn feeling pre-
j

vailed, as was evidenced by the fact that

although an attempt was made to destroy

the residence of the Home Minister there
j

was not so much as a pane of glass

broken at the Imperial Hotel, close by.
|

The crowd broke up Into five or six sec- i

tlons, and whenever they came to a

police box they drove out the policeman

and set light to It. Our informant eounud
over twenty of these Ores from his houac

at one time, and at least nay or slxt>

must have been burned. Five police

stations—Kanda, Hongo, Shltaya. Ushl-

gome, and Fukagawa—were destroyed by
fire. The crowd was absolutely out of

hand and our Informant saw two or

three of the police-boxei blazing away
and not the slightest sttempt made to

extinguish the flames. There was taik

at one lime about firing Shimbaahi Rail-

way Station, as It Is Government pro-

property, but this plan was apparently

abandoned. At 7 o'clock on the morning

after the disturbance there was not a

policeman to be seen In the streets, ex-

cepting outside the Home Minister's re-

sidence. Both ends of tne street in which

the Kokumin office Is situated were

blocked, and the policemen not on duty

were sleeping along the pavement As

our Informant was leaving by train on

Wednesday night he had news that the

riots were starting again and the people

were surrounding the Home Minister's

residence. The people had threatened that

unless the trams were stopped at 6 o'clock

they would smash them. They do not

appear, however, to have carried out this

threat. During the day soldiers marched

to the different Government offices, and

the capital began to take on the ap-

pearance of being In a state of siege.

TOKYO MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
AND ASSEMBLY.

The members of the Tokyo Municipal

Council and Assembly on Wednesday

adopted resolutions to the effect that the

peace terms were Inadequate to guarantee

peace j and that the Government had

muzzled the people and prevented tnem

from expressing their views, the con-

sequence being that (he Imperial capita!

was thrown Into a stale of anarchy, for

which the Government was responsible

and which ought to resign.

TOKYO NEWSPAPERS
SUPPRESSED.

Three Tokyo newspapers-, the Mlyako,

Xiroku. and Yorodxu. were suspended

yesterday under the powers given by the

recent Ordinances,

THE PEACE PROTOCOL.

A telegram reached Tokyo yesterday to

the effect that the Peace Protocol was
signed by the plenipotentiaries of Japan

and Russia at 2 p.m. on Tuesday.

IMPERIAL ORDINANCES.

The violent opposition of the peopic

to the action of the Tokyo police Id pre-
j

venting mass meeting in the parka

culminated on Wednesday in martial law

being proclaimed In the city and suburbs.

A special Cabinet Council held earlier in

the day decided upon this resort, and a=

soon as possible an Imperial Ordinance

proclaiming the Law of Siege was is

sued. The Ordinance reads :—
" Being convinced of the urgent

necessity of maintaining public order, and

with the advice of Our Privy Council, in

accordance with Article VIII. of the

Constitution, We hereby sanction tL«

putting In force of such provisions of

the Law of Siege, as the circumstances

of the situation may demand, within

certain limits of the district of Tokyo,
,

and order the same to be duly promul-

gated." I

The Ordinance la signed by the Im-

perial Sign Manual and Privy Seal anl

countersigned by the Ministers of State.

This Is followed by Imperial Ordinance

No. 205,

—

" The. Government 1b authorised to put

Into operation such provisions of the

Law of Siege as may be deemed necessary

within certain limits of the district of

Tokyo, as specified In another Ordinance."

On the same day Imperial Ordinance

207 was Issued, giving the provisions

relating to the operation of Ordinance

205. This Ordinance reads as follows :
—

"In accordance with Imperial Or-

dlnance No. 20E. 1905, the provisions of

Articles IX. and XIV. of the Law of

Siege shall be put into operation In the

following limits of the District of

Tokyo :—The City of Tokyo, Bbara-gun,

Toyotama-gun, Klta-Teshtma-gun. Minor

ml-Adachl-gun. and Minaml-Katsusb'ka-

gun. This Ordinance comes Into force

Immediately."

An Ordinance was also Issued on

Wednesday relating to the control of

newspapers and magazines. This Oi-

dlnance. No. 206. was Issued under

authority of Article VIII. of the Con-

stitution, and says,

—

" I.—The Minister for Home Affalis

Is authorised to prohibit the circulation

of any Issue of a newspaper or other

periodical published under the terms of

the Press Law which contains matter re-

flecting on the dignity of the Imperial

House : or is aimed against the existing

form of government : or whose object

is to disorganise the administration of

government ; or Incites to disturbance

and crime- The Minister for Home
Affairs Is also authorised to seize all

copies of such papers and to suspend

further publication.

"2.—When a newspaper or periodical

has been suspended under the provisions

of the preceding Article, the Minister for

Home Affairs is authorised to suspend,

If he thinks necessary, other publications

thought to be Issued by the same person

or offlce.

"3.—Any person who shall have pub-

lished the paper In violation of the order

of suspension, or sold or circulated copies

of the paper In violation of the prohibi-

tion specified In Article I., shall be pun-

ished with Imprisonment without labour

from one to six months or be lined iu

a sum ranging from ¥20 to ¥200.
" 4.—The provisions of Articles XXXV.

and XXXVI. of the Press Law will al^i

be applied In the Infraction of this Or-

dinance."

Article XXXV. of the Press Law slates

that the provisions mentioned in the

Criminal Code for the mitigation of

penalties on account of voluntary con-

fession, for the aggravation of penalties

on account of repetition of offence, anl

for the concurrence of several Infractions

committed by the some person shall not

be applied In cases of the violation of

any of the provisions of the Regulations.

Article XXXVI, says the term of pro-

scription for the Institution of public pro-

secution In connection with tue present

regulations shall be six months.

Article IX. of the Law of Siege reads

as follows:-" Within the limit* of the
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district considered part of the theatre of

war, military affairs of the local admi-

nistration and Judiciary shall be taken

charge of by the Military Commander of

the District. The local administrative

authorities and Judges and Procurators

shall therefore apply to the Military

Commander for his Instructions Imme-

diately the Law of Siege Is proclaimed."

Article XIV. :—"In the District under

the Law of Siege the Military Commander
is authorised to carry out certain mea-

sures. No compensation is allowed for

any loss incurred by people in the

execution of this duty. The measures re-

ferred to are those to be carried out by
the Chief of the Metropolitan Police and
Director of Posts and Telegraphs under

the command or General Sakuma."
Still another Ordinance, No. 208, was

Issued authorising the Commander-in-
Chief or the second in command of the

Tokyo garrison to place mounted troops

at the disposal of the Commander of

Gendarmerie to assist that force. The
troops told off on this service will wear
a piece of red cloth on the left arm.

The Commander-in-Chief of the Tokyo
garrison, General Sakuma. Issued iue

following general order on Wednesday :
—

" In regard to the enforcement of Or-

dinance No. 207. the Chief of till

I

Metropolitan Police and tTte Director ot

the Tokyo Post and Telegraph Office are

commanded to act under my Instructions

in the execution of their duty, and be

guided according to circumstances.
" 1—The Chief of the Metropolitan

Police is ordered to suspend the publica-

tion of newspapers, periodicals, or ad-

vertisements, or to prohibit public meet-

ings, which are considered prejudicial to

the maintenance of peace at the pre-

sent time.

"2—The Chief of the Metropolitan
Police is ordered to examine and seize

In case of necessity weapons of war, am-
munition, or other articles of a dangerous
nature found upon Individuals.

"3.—The Chief of the Metropolitan

|

Police |« ordered to examine vessels or

WAR. ISeptember 8th. 1906.

articles entering or leaving Mm- porta of

the district under the Law of Siege in

case of necessity.

"4-The Chief of the Metropolitan

Police Is ordered to establish guard sta-

tions at necessary places and to atop and

examine all persons of suspicious char-

acter, whose business would seem to be

prejudicial to the public peace, to prevent

them from entering or leaving the dis-

trict under the Law ot Siege, and to

close the approaches to the district on

land and sea.

"•.—The Chief of the Metropolitan

Police Is empowered to order competent

officials to enter dwelling-houses or other

buildings, vessels, *c, at any hour ot the

day or night.

" 6.—in case of necessity persons tem-

porarily residing In the district under

the Law of Siege may be ordered to leave

" 7.—The Director of the Tokyo Post

and Telegraph Office is empowered to

open snd examine all letters and tele-

grams the contents of which may be con-

sidered prejudicial In the present situa-

tion of affairs."

Saturday, September 9th.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

GENERAL SAKUMA'S ORDER.

The effect of placing Tokyo under
martial law has been to restore peace.

The city was quiet on Thursday, whicj
seems to demonstrate as much as any pre-

vious event has done that the display of

public passion in the last few days wai
directed solely against the action of tht.

police In prohibiting public meeting

On Thursday the Commander of the

Tokyo, garrison. General Sakuma. Issued

the following proclamation :
—

"By Imperial Ordinance No. 207 I have
been vested with power to quell any dl»-

turbance in the city of Tokyo and district

and preserve the peace. Mobs assembling
here and there have created serious dis-

turbances, burning down Government pro-

perly and Christian chapels, and smart-
ing the machinery of communication. I

believe the rioters have been driven to

this reckless behaviour In a fit of passion,

without any premeditation, but the situa-

tion no longer allows the Government ;o

delay taking measures for the suppres-

sion of (he riots. I have, therefore. Is-

sued Instructions hereinafter mentioned
to the troops on guard against further

disturbance. Each Inhabitant of the city

ib warned to be careful ot his conduct,

to caution hU sons or other relatives, and
to cease Treating disturbance. The people

are also warned to keep away from tje

scene of any disturbance, lest they should

meet with misfortune.

INSTHfe-TIO.XS 1X> THE TBOOra.
'• 1—Endeavour first to disperse thv

mob and prevent disorderly conduct oy

addressing an appeal to the people.

"2.—Should this prove of no effect

blank shot should first be fired and a
warning given.

"3.—These means also proving In vain,
recourse must be had to the use of
arms "

The Judges and Procurators In the Tokyo
Cblho SalbanHho have been working night
and day in examining the people arrested
In connection with the riots. Those who
Joined the crowds without any malicious
Intent have been released, and Mr.
Ogawa. member of the Diet, and two or
three other promoters of the meeting,
have been allowed to return to their

homes. The persons still under arrest

are being well treated by the police

authorities and, it Is staled, have nothing
to complain of. The Procurators in the
Tokyo Court have been making every
effort to expedite the examination of

those arrested.

During the attack on the Tokyo City
Electric Railway Company's property

15 cars were destroyed. It seems un-
accountable that a private company
should have been attacked, but an ap-

planation is forthcoming. It appears to

have been due to a misconception on the

part of the rioters. The company sup-

plies refreshment to the employes on night

duty, and the rioters, seeing the food In

boxes carried by coolies, thought the

company was supplying food to the police

guarding the Home Minister's resident*

near by. Moreover, since the opening

of the electrio railway many Jinrlkisha-

men have been thrown out of employ-

ment, and these. It appears, availed

themselves of the opportunity for taking

their revenge.

CHURCHES ATTACKED AND
DESTROYED.

Further particulars are given of the

attacks on several Christian churches In

Tokyo. Late on Wednesday night, a mob
fell on the Shitaya Church In OkaJI-

machi. first warning the Inhabitants ot

the neighbouring houses that the church

would be burnt down. Sixty or seventy

of the rioters entered the building and

found there an old woman, a Japanese,

who proved to be the mother of a solditr

at the front and was caretaker of Uw
church. This circumstance Induced the

rioters to abandon the plan of burning

the church, and instead they carried the

furniture out Into the street and set fire

to It. The mob then made Its way to

another church, the Melsei Kyokai. wbl'h

was found to be deserted, but a wblU
flag was raised at the entrance. This

building was not set on fire though r.

was badly damaged by the mob. after

which the crowd marched to InarlcLo

and burnt down the church there. Ne*:,

at Yanaka, two police boxea were de-

stroyed, and proceeding to Uyeno Park

the crowd, being apparently satisfied by

its night's work, dispersed.

Another band, which raided the Honjo

Police Station, after destroying four

police-boxes near was Joined by reinforce-

ments and attacked the Shitaya Church,

which a short time before bad been

spared. This mob. consisting of about

500 men. were evidently masters of the

Held. They set up a tent in front of lb*

Hongo Ward Office, made a fire and had

food and drink. Having refreshed them-

selves, they fell on the Hongo Police Sta-
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tlon with wild yells. The police stoutly

defended themselves with drawn swords

Soldiers went to their assistance, a:i I

pitched battle ensued In the early

hours or Thursday morning. At last the

police charged desperately, wounded many
of the rioters, and arrested about sixty

men. capturing also many swords and
slicks. The mob then smashed a tele-

phone call box, and retreated with a

loud " banxal " at about 2 a.m.. defeated

but not subdued.

Earlier In the night the CataoISc

church In Yokogawacho, Honjo. was bet

on fire by the rioters and destroyed. The
church Is a large building, covering about

100 tsubo of ground, and adjoining it

the residence of Pere Justin Balcttt. Th°
flames spread to the elementary school

In charge of the reverend gentleman,

and the church, parsonage, school and
four other house* were destroyed.

The Nippon Christian Church at

Komme. Mukojlma, together with the re-

sidence of the foreign missionaries in

charge, was also destroyed. Sparks, car-

ried by the wind. Ignited a dyeing factory

some distance away an
also destroyed.

DEPUTATION TO THEPRKMIER.

cor.NT katsvba'b reply.

About etghty of the leading

of the House of Representatives

the House on Thursday, amon,

present being Mr. Matauda, the President,

Mr. Mlnoura, Vice-President of the

House, Messrs. Olabl, Inukal, Suglta.

Kato, Shlmada, and Sekl, representing

the two chief political parties, and the

Independents. Mr. Olsbl. a Progressist

leader, speaking on the object of the

gathering, stated that the present dis-

turbance In Tokyo waa a conflict between

the Government and the people. It waa
the duty of the members to

effort at reconciliation, but the

being in session, measures should be Ukea
by the members in their private capacity

to stop further strife. He therefore sug-

gested that the Government be asked to

lessen the restrictions lately placed upon

freedom of speech, the Press, and public

meeting, and that a special session of

the Diet be convoked without delay. The
of Mr. Olshi was unanimously

Mlnoura.

Count Katsura, and

the proposals agreed upon. The

Premier replied that from a diplomatic

point of view H would be disadvantage-

ous to convoke a special session of the

Diet before the ratification of the Peace

Treaty. The Government would be able

to convoke the session early next month,

as Baron Koraura was expected to re'.rrn

about the 5th October. In I*Z ti .0 tie

restriction of the .re.dom of he Prc ;
-

the Premkr i.s 3i -; be b*d M He*
of ln'e.:ei:ng \, h .he \, \er division

of p'.'Vcs ba. be ;n< ;IHiion of mat.er

IncHidT to a»r»3«io^.'on muse under an-'

circumstances be suppressed, even If he

lost hla life as a

public security must be maintained The
Premier spoke of certain cartoons of the

Oiaka AMahi as an Illustration of what

he referrred to. Count Katsura said be

Intended to Invite the chief editors of

the various papers fn Tokyo to his re-

sidence next day and to speak on this

subject He expressed himself In favour

of public meeting providing the promoters

took full responsibility upon themselves

for any disturbance that might ensue.

The deputation then asked the Premier

to Issue instructions to the Chief of the

Metropolitan Police and the Home Mini-

sters accordingly. Finally, the Premier

agreed to observe leniency as much as

practicable In the enforcement of the

Law of Siege, but be decidedly declined

to withdraw the proclamation of the

Law for (he present.

Yesterday Count Katsura, the Premier,

received the Members of both Houses of

the Diet who are now In Tokyo, and In

reply to inquiries stated that he waa not

yet In a position to give full particulars

of the Peace Protocol, as he was not in

receipt of them from Baron Komura, but

he would give the substance from (he

telegraphic communications received so

far by the Government The Premier

then went on to confirm the abandonment

of the indemnity, the surrender of the

articles having reference to the Interned

war-ships and the limitation of Russlas

naval strength. The partition of Sagha-

llen between Russia and Japan was one

of the clauses of the Protocol. The

Premier stated that the Chinese Eastern

Railway would be taken from the south

of Changchun, but Japan reserved the

right to extend the line to Klrln. The

Soya Strait and the Straits of Tartary

were to be opened for free navigation,

but both countries were at liberty to

erect military works on the coast of

their respective territory. It was agreed

that the expenses of the malntenants of

the prisoners should be settled later, after

the expenses Incurred by both sides had

PUBLIC OPINION IN KOBE.

DEMONSTRATION IN NANKO
TEMPLE.

STATTB OT MABQVIS (TO DSAOGFD THHOWlll

During the past few days of riot In

Tokyo. Kobe might have been thousands

of mHes away for all the Inhabitants of

the port seemed to be affected by the

spirit of revolution so evident In toe

capital. That there Is an undercu.-rent

of strong feeling In Kobe however, was

deraon-»-?'el LI Thursday nlsht. A
!sc. ire oa *•» pence queriion was held

't IPS Dllkttalza The*, a. The tbeali*

was rn.Ti!nsd ai mis .he s reet outside

V o'.: )/ peop'e and there waa no sign

of i,,,.irbance. The nmtlng qaletl,

d perstd but slortly afterwards three

men were ooserved to approach the

statue of Marquis Ito In the Nanko

1 Temple compound. They were seen to

take off (heir kimonos and to produce

axes and hammers. With these weapons

they broke the chains surrounding the

pedestal, and having fixed these chains

round the statue endeavoured to pull H
down. They were unsuccessful, and at

laBt one of their number climbed upon
the pedeotal. with minatory exclama-
tions the man hit the unconscious
effigy of the Marquis heavy blows on (he

back of (he head, and then, lying the

chain around (he head, cried out M Every-

(hing ready ! " and In an Instant the

statue was pulled over. A large crowd

and cheered. Soon a thick

brought and tied round the

Image. It was first proposed to throw
h Into the pond west of the temple, but

(he mo(ion to drag It about strccU found
most favour. The police present were
powerless to prevent the proceedings.

Thousands of people followed In the wake
of the efllgy. A policeman appeared

when (he procession was about to turn

into Aioicho near the Dalkokuza Theatre

and the crowd became excited. The

stoned. He foolishly drew his sword,

and was at once pushed down, having a
narrow escape of his life. Subsequently,

several polk-e-l>oxes were attacked, until

(he crowd arrived at the licensed

quarters, where the mob set fire to the

policebox. At this stage Inspector Endo
with 100 police appeared on the scene,

when the mob left the statue In the street

and disappeared. The statue was left hi

the street until about 3 o'clock yesterday

morning, when It was (aken away by the

police.

We learn that the Image Is damaged
beyond repair. The noee and the body

are worn away as a result of being

dragged over the ground. The hand
holding a book Is broken off and the

head crushed In. Four men have

arrested In connection with the affair.

THE ARMISTICE

TEXT OF PROTOCOL.

On the 1st Instant the Protocol at

Armistice was signed between (he pleni-

potentiaries of Japan and Russia. The
Protocol, which came Into force on tbo

5th Instant, reads as follows:—
"The undersigned plenipotentiaries of

the two contracting p-xrticp. J* pin and

Russia, with the due author1

1J vested

In them bv their re- thrive Goicrr Tients,

have agreed uTon the fc!' .-•*-; 1 tlpiila-

llons of * ''T-Ifillce be(ween .he iwo bel-

ligerent cfturi.ie* whlh will remain

'n 'orce until t*ie Peace Proioeol GMMM
into effect :

—
" 1 —A certain fixed distance shall be

es(ab'!shed between the positions of the

belll-terent armies In Manchuria and in

.he lirectlon of the Tfman River.

" 2.- tt is agreed that ihe naval forces

of either of the contracting parties shall

not bombard the territory of. or land

occupied by, the other.

" ».—The eeliure or capture of
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on the sea shall not be prevented by this

Armistice.
•• 4._No reinforcement of troops shall

be sent by either belligerent during the

term* of Armistice. As to reinforcements

now on their way. In Ibe case of Jspan

they shall not be sent northward beyond

Mukden, and in the case of Russia

southward beyond Harbin.

" 5—The Commanders of the Armie*

and Navies of the two contracting parties

shall determine the terms of Armistice

by mutual agreement. In accordance with

the provisions of the foregoing Articles.

" 6.—The Governments of the two con-

tracting parties shall Issue Instruction*

for the purpose of carrying this agree-

men Into effect. Immediately the Protocol

of Peace has been signed.

" Done at Portsmouth. N.H.. this day.

September 1st, 19»S.

" (Signed! KOMLRA JUTARO.
•

( „ ) TAKAH1RA KOGORO.
••

( „ ) SERGE WITTE.

"( )

THE TOKYO RIOTS.

A, BLUNDER OF THE GOVERNMENT.

• JUI

Writing with regard to the recent rlou

hi Tokyo, the Ji)i Shimpo affirms that

they were primarily due to the police

Interference In the popular demonstra-

tion held In Hlblya Park. This Inter-

ference aroused the anger of the populace

to such an extent that an extraordinary

drama was enacted In the heart of the

metropolis, such that the police were

found quite powerless to quell, with the

result that the military had to be

called Into requisition. The incident,

says the Ji/i. will bring home to

every mind the conclusion that the pres-

tige of the Government has almost fallen

to the ground. Responsibility for the

direct cause of the disturbance must Oc

put on the shoulders of the Government,

as but for the interference of the police

It would not have assumed the serious

dimensions It unfortunately did. Tho

true cause, however, must be attributed

to the diplomatic failure of the Govern-

ment, which has aroused such great In-

dignation among the people. if the

epidemic spreads to the provinces tho

consequences will be very serious Indeed,

but If the Government tries to suppress

(he outburst of popular indignation by

forclble means. It will but add fuel m
the fire. Although the popular Ire may

be suppressed for a time by forcible

measures, the smouldering fire will not

be long before It finds vent In a more

violent form, and the result may be thai

the author.. .es will find It difficult U»

have their injunctions obeyed. Suc.i

temper of (lie people, if carried to ex-

titmes. may result In the refusal to pa>

tuxes, the evasion of conscription, and

the like, paralysing the working of the ad-

ministrative mechanism. The country 1b

now beset with many difficult problenio

as post-bellum measures which require the

united efforts of the nation, but the

Government, alienated from the pbopi<*.

will find It* position untenable. Seeing

the present state of affairs has been

brought about by the Government's

failure to turn (he victorious war to good

account diplomatically, the only course

for the Government to adopt under th?

circumstances Is to resign.. If it

tates and continues to enforce

of suppression the whole country will bj

turned Into a pandemonium, such as Gut

witnessed in Tokyo on Tuesday.

The ftMcMJNcM also writes on the same

subject. We have frequently advised tbe

Government, says our contemporary, lo

publish as speedily as possible the Im-

portant items of the peace agreement

and the reasons leading to their conclii

slon. so as to pacify the excited feelings

of the people. The authorities have, how-

ever, remained taciturn, merely trying

to suppress the ebullition of popular

feeling. The Government has sown the

wind and is now reaping the whirlwind.

Such an incident, or series of in-

cidents, are unprecedented In the

annuals of the Meljl era. The police

have proved themselves quite unequal to

the task of maintaining order. The evil

of indiscriminately fettering the mouth

of the people will be evident. Apart from

the advisability or otherwise of such a

i took place on Tuesday,

by men of education anil

respectable social standing, and It would

not be fair to retard it as a collection of

tbe dangerous elements. If the police

hid not made an unnecessary inter-

ference It is probable that the populace

would not have resorted to such rowdyism

as they did. As It was, the men, angered

by the unreasonable interference and

tyranny of the police, committed excesses

In broad daylight under the very wails

of His Majesty's Palace. However bar-

barous their action may
serve In It. the Sh-kiMcM
burning patriotism. On
irresistible energy which distinguish such

individuals from Ignorant mobs. If (he

Government failed to see this temper of

the people. It must be said that It has

committed a serious blunder.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

QUIET IN TOKYO.

THE POLICE BOXES BURNED.

PROCLAMATION BY THE
HOME MINISTER.

WHY THE WAR WAS BROUGHT TO
AN END.

STATEMENTS OF
MINISTERS.

On Wednesday Viscount Yoshlkawa.

the Home Minister, issued instructions to

the local authorities throughout the

Empire, which are significant under pre-

sent circumstances. Tbe instructions in

substance were as follows :

—

Freedom of public speech Is assured by

the Constitution, and the people are en-

titled to discuss the peace question. This

right of the people must be fully res-

pected. Any attempt to Interfere with

freedom of speech by the authorities must

provoke tbe public Indignation and

hostility and the authorities must take

care to avoid this. On the other band,

persons who indulge in violent utterances

which may Incite to riot, must be pun-

ished with the full rigour of the law.

A marked change has come over Tokyo

since the city has been in charge of the

garrison and under military control.

Order, however, was not quite restored

In every district on Friday, as on th*

morning of that day a gang of rowdies

attacked the Honjo Police Station, in the

defence of which two of the mob were

killed and a number wounded. In Asa-

kusa gangs of men were parading the

streets and extorting money and goods

from the better clasB residents. But

ih>»; «''n' e\ti-;>n.nm to the general run-

dltlon of affairs as existing In Tokyo

on Friday. Sentries are posted ail over

the city and passers-by examined. Tbe

Government offices are still protected by

troops, as Is the residence of the

On Friday manj

were observed In Hlblya Park,

hut the rain began to fall, the park was

cleared, and throughout the day tranquil-

lity prevailed in the park and neighbour-

hood.

The Tokyo City Office has ascertained

the number of police-boxes burnt or

otherwise destroyed since the 5th Ins....

and we put the result o( the Investigate

In tabular form :
—

WiBD IJESTSO- ISTICT.

Kojimachl 8 7

,
28 t

24 0

29 0

21 10

3 8

Akasaka 2 0

YoUuya I 1

Uahigome 13 0

Koishlkawa 9 I

Hongo 16 0

Shltaya 20 1

Asakusa 32 0

Fukagawa 14 3

Honjo 20 •

Total 2« 32

Thus, out of the 278 police-boxes la

Tokyo, no lees than 246 were destroyed,

a statement which gives some Idea of

the activity of the mob.

On Thursday, nine members of the To-

kyo Municipal Council and Assembly

paid a visit to the Metropolitan Police

Bureau, and saw Mr. MRsul, Director of

the first department. The deputation

suggested that the police authorities

should take mild measures In restoring

order and that the swords of the

should be dispensed with. The

lion thought the police took too

measures In the present disturbance, and

that individual policemen were not pro-

perly restrained from attacking and kil-

ling innocent people. This had created
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consternation among the inhabitants of

the city and would result in heavy loss

to the Government and private Indivi-

duals. As an illustration of the advan-

tage of taking up a mild attitude In

dealing with excited people, the deputa-

tion referred to the action of the Super-

intendent of the Aaakusa Police. A
mob raided the Asakusa 1'oltce Station

and was striving to get tire to the

building, when the Superintendent came

up and pointed out the distress that must

result to innocent people living in the ad-

jacent houses should the pollco-statton be

Mt on Are. He ihus appealed to the senti-

ment of the rioters, who, after considera-

tion, retreated without touching the

building.

Mr. Matsui replied to the deputation

t„ai he would communicate their views

to his chief, Mr. Adachl.

On Friday, members of the Tokyo-lu

Assembly held a meeting and adopted

two resolutions, aud appointed a commit-

tee to consult with the Governor of the

City of Tokyo. The first resolution la to

the effect that Investigations be institu-

ted Into the losses of the citizens result-

ing from the damage of their houses aud

other property during the disturbances

and that a Committee of 15 members
nominated by the Governor be appointed

to facilitate the restoration of order In

the city. The second resolution Is to

the effect that the Governor of the otty

is requested to arrange with the Com-
mander of the Tokyo garrison for tne

erection of stations for (he soldiers in

necessary places, so that the life and

property <•< Ihe inhabitants can be pro-

tected. Mr. MatsuAo, supported by

three others. Introduced a motion to

the effect that in the opinion of the meet-

ing the present disturbances in the city

were caused by the mistake made by

the Metropolitan Police authorities.

Therefore, the vote for the expenditure

required by the police for the restoration

of order should be rejected. The mo-

tion was reserved by the Chairman and

will be considered later.

It Is generally admitted tn Tokyo

that the recent disturbances were en-

tirely provoked by the police. As an

Illustration of the attitude of the police,

the incident is given which occurred In

front of the Imperial Palace on Tuesday,

the day of the great anti-peace meeting.

The mass of the people, after the con-

clusion of the proceedings In Hlblya

Park, proceeded to the grounds front-

ing the Imperial Palace, without showing

any signs of disturbance. Here they

remained quietly, and on the arrival of

a band which struck up the " Klmlgayo."

the gathering gave three " banzai " for :

the Emperor, and was about to march

off, when a body of twenty police

charged them. This action kindled what-

ever hidden Are there was, and the crowd

retaliated by stoning the police. Order

was about restored, however, when two

gendarmes suddenly laid hold of a couple

of men. The gendarmes would rot lis-

ten to what the men had to say, and at-

tempted to take them away, but they

wen- checked by another shower of 1

stones. The gendarmes threatened to

use revolvers, but they at last ran away,
and the now angry mob marched to the
Sblntoml Theatre at TsuklJI. On the

way the police attempted to disperse the

crowd, but their appearance only served
to add fuel to the flame of Indignation.

As reported In the Chronicle yesterday.
Count KatHiira. the Premier, received the
Presidents and Vice-Presidents of both
Houses of the Diet and a number of lead-
ing members of the two Houses, to whom
he communicated the substance of the
Treaty of Peace. All the other Ministers
of State were present at this interview.
Upon the conclusion of the address of
Count Katsura. Admiral Baron Yama-
moto. Minister for tho Navy, remarked
that the fortifications of Vladivostok
were stronger than those of Port Arthur,
and the capture of Vladivostok would
not only have required a further heavy
loss of life and the continuation of the
war at an Immense expenditure. More-
over, It was almost Impossible to strike
a vital blow at the enemy. For these
reasons, the Government was obliged to
be content with somewhat unsatisfactory
terms. It -hould also be remembered
that Russia had In hand a scheme for the
great extension of her navy, and Japan
could not rest content with the present
strength of her navy. The Minister re-
quested the gentlemen present to take
these serious facta into consideration.
Mr. Olshl, Progressist, was Indignant at

the explanation, and said the terms of
peace agreed upon were unanimously dis-
approved by the nation. He was sur-
prised, he said, that the Ministry could
advance such excuses as that given by
the Minister for the Navy, In defence of

|

Its failure tn the peace negotiations. The
Ministry should be manly, accept the
responsibility for Its failure, resign and

1

apologise to the Emperor and the people.
It is said the Ministers remained silent

after this speech. Mr. Kato, Progressist,
asked the Premier whether the Govern-
ment intended to maintain the present Ir-

ritating measures for the suppression of
public discussion on the peace question.
The Premier replied that public opinion
would have full liberty of expression If

people kept within the law and refrained
from violence.

On tho afternoon of the same day, the
Premier received the chief editors of
newspapers and news agencies in Tokyo,
and recapitulated to these gentlemen
the substance of the peace terms. The
Premier requested his guests to be spe-
cially careful that their pens at the pre-
sent moment did nothing to disturb the
public peace. The new rules just adopted
for the control of newspapers were not
intended to interfere with the freedom
of the Press and speech. Opinions might
disagree on the Treaty of Peace: the

question might be freely discussed in

the newspapers, and the new regulations

would not be applied to such discussion,

but strict scrutiny would be made to

prevent the publication of such matter
as might Incite to disturbance and men-
ace public order. The Premier also com-
municated some particulars regarding 1

the peace negotiations. He »ald the Rus-
slan plenipotentiaries had maintained
that the Chinese Eastern Railway waa
the property of a private company and
had proposed that the line should bo
purchased I y China and (he money rea-

lised paid t > Japan, the company being
recompense I by Russia. The Japanese
plenipotentiaries opposed this proposal,

and Russia at last gave way and agreed
to deliver the railway to Japan. The par-

tition of Saghallen was proposed by Rus-
sia, and the Japanese plenipotentiaries

demanded compensation for the retroces-

sion by one-half of the island, but this

demand was finally abandoned.

On Friday morning the President and
Vice-President and 5s other members of

the House of Representatives assembled

id the House, and Mr. Oishl reported on
the proceedings of the interview with the

Premltr on the previous day. Mr. Oisal

said he had suggested to the Premier
that the Home .\. mister and the Chief of

Metropolitan Police should resign, with

the objtct of allaying the public Indigna-

tion, as these high officials were dtrectl/

responsible for the disturbances that had
occurred. It was agreed that another d>
putation should be sent to the Premier
to again urge him to take Immediate slei's

towards pacifying the people.

It Is interesting to learn that the

Kokumin continues publication, despite

the vicissitudes of the past day or two.

Rut although the official organ Is pub-

lished, its circulation must have decreas-

ed. The sole agent for the paper iu

Chlba prefecture has refused to act 44
agent, and discontinued sates on Wednes-
day. The Shusetsha, a newspaper agen y
in Kawachl, Osaka-fu, has followed this

example, and In many villages In the

Interior the Inhabitants have agreed not
to subscribe to the Kokumin, which Is

being boycotted on all hands.

THE KOBE PEACE MEETING.

GREAT GATHERING ON THE
MINATOGAWA.

The mass meeting of Kobe people con-

vened to meet at the Mfnatogawa yesterday
was held and was In every way a great
success and a credit to the promoters.
The meeting wsb conducted in perfect

order throughout, although a gathering
of between twenty and thirty thousand
was assembled. Around the place of
meeting were numbers of banners bear-

ing patriotic Inscriptions, but none were
of a Chauvinistic character or likely to

prove offensive to the authorities. Mr.
Kojlma, representing Kobe in the DM;
presided.

The proceedings were opened at 1.30

p.m. with the singing of the National

Anthem, after which the speakers, seated

on a high platform, made their addresses.

Speaking In a clear and dtsUnct voice,

Mr. Sakurai. the well-known Kobe bar-

unsatisfactory and demanded that the

Treaty be annulled, opinions which met
with deafening applause. At the same
time the fitness of th. Cabinet to hold
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Mr. Kusaka, another well-known bar-

rister, and one of the local Constitu-

tionalist leaders, read the resolution of

the meeting. In the terms of Mr. Sakural's

speech and this also was unanimously
approved. Mr. Kusaka then read tele-

grams to be addressed to the Cabinet,

Privy Council, Marshal Oyama, and Ad-
miral Togo.

The Chairman of the meeting, Mr.

Kajlma, put the resolution and proposed

telegrams to the vote, and these having

been carried with applause, speeches fol-

lowed and the proceedings closed at 3.30

p.m. with the National Anthem and

cheers for the Emperor.

The resolution passed reads as fol-

lows :.—" In the opinion of this meet-

ing, the peace terms Just agreed

upon entirely Ignores the object of

the war and leave an opening for

troubles In the Empire for centuries to

come. The peace treaty should be an-

nulled by the united effort of the nation."

The telegram addressed to the Cabinet

ran thus:—"The failure in diplomacy

and the disturbances In the Imperial

capital do not permit of the present

Ministry remaining longer in offlce.

The Ministry Is therefore called upon

for ita acta."

The telegram addressed to the Privy

Council asked the Councillors to use their

influence to annul the Treaty of Peace,

such being the national wlab. The tele-

grams sent to Marshal Oyama and Ad-

miral Togo asked that thew- Commanders

should resume hostilities, and Informed

them that the people at home were en-

deavouring to annul the Pfcacc Treaty.

It Is worth remarking that such re-

solutions and telegrams as the above are

being dispatched from almost every town

and village In the Empire.

We hear that a body of about 500 police

have been drafted into Kobe, and that

every effort la made to ensure the safety

;
of the Christian churches.

THE RED CROSS SOCIETY AND
RECENT DISTURBANCES.

Some complaint has been made against

the Red Cross Society In Tokyo, as not-

ing was done by the officials for the assist-

ance of the wounded during the re-

cant disturbances there. The explana-

tion given by (he Society for Its inacti-

vity Is that though tue service of the

Society Is now entirely at the disposal ot

the Army, K would have willingly ren-

dered help If application had been made

by the local authorities. No application

was made during the disturbance, ana

ti>e Society thought Its services were not

requireJ. The explanation Is not con-

sidered satisfactory, and It is regarded a*

probable that there will be many wiln-

drswals from among Its members.

MORE NEWSPAPERS
SU8PENDED.

Two more Tokyo Journals were sus-

pended on Friday, the Xippan and the

Jimmin.

The O$okc Atahi is being prosecuted

on a charge of Infractions of the Press

Law, its Issues of the 2nd, 3rd. and 7th

Inst being considered detrimental to the

public peace.

Sunday, Septeml/er liith.

TELEGRAMS from London to the Chro-

nicle, dated September Sth and 6th

respectively, are as follows :—
The Tsar has telegraphed to General

Llnevitch :
—" Japan has yielded to our

demands. Under your leadership my
self-sacrificing army was prepared to In-

flict upon the enemy an Important defeat,

but my duty to my conscience and people

commands me to accept the preliminary

peace conditions."

The Tsar has now telegraphed his

thanks to M. Witt* and Baron Rosen for

for their efforts during the peace nego-

tiations.

Lord Redesdale (better known as Mr.

A. B. Mltford, author of the "Tales of

Old Japan " and at one time Second Sec-

retary of Legation at Tokyo) suggests

In a letter published to-day that the

Mikado deserves to live In history as

•'Mutsuhlto the Generous."

Through Renter's Agency fhe follow-

Sept. 2nd. 6th. and 7th :—
A Government oomm»i»io>e Issued at

St. Petersburg, recounting the hlsory of

the negotiations, confirms he report that

when a rupture was Imminent, President

Roosevelt appealed to the Tsar's hum-

should pay Japan twelve hundred

million yen for Northern Saghalien. The
Tsar, however, rejected the offer, where-

upon the Japanese renounced the demand

for reimbursement and claimed Southern

Saghalien, undertaking not to fortify nor

take military measures there and to keep

I-a Perouse Straits (Soya Straits) open.

A salute of guns from the Navy Yard

announced the signature of the Treaty

of Peace on the 3rd Instant. The church

bells at Newcastle and Portsmouth were

After signing the Treaty. Baron Rosen

and Baron Komura made cordial

speeches, hoping that their countries

would henceforth always remain friends.

The envoys then shook hands.

M. Martens (the International Jurist

who accompanied the Russian delega-

tion), m an Interview after the signature

of the Treaty of Peace, said Rusala would

not brood over the past, but would gather

all her forces for a new struggle, not,

however, on the Held of battle, but on

fields of social and political progress.

A later telegram from St. Petersburg

authoritatively stated that there la no

secret arrangement whatever with Japan.

The Treaty of Peace constitutes the, whole

Tuesday. Se/>feiiil*'i- Y2th.

SITUATION IN TOKYO.

PEACE AND THE PEOPLE. 9unday only 153 prisoners were incar

cerated In the Tokyo prison, the re.-t

having been released. Sixty-eight pri-

soners are now being examined by Pre-

liminary Judges on the charge of inciting

to a breach of the peace. Procurators la

Complete order has now been restored

in Tokyo. A considerable number of

people have been arrested in connection the Tokyo Chlho Salbansho paid visits

with the recent disturbances, but on to various hospitals In Tokyo on

and examined the Injured. The ton!

number of arrests msde In Tokyo Is si-

together 1.650.

On Sunday General Sakuma, Com-

mander of the Tokyo garrison. Issued

the following order :—" The Chief Pro-

curator In the Tokyo Appeal Court, act-

ing
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Imperial Ordinance .,o. 207 Just

Measures suitable to the

hall be taken in regard to the collection

of evidence in connection with the pre-

sent disturbance in Tokyo." This order

Is apparently Issued to bring the opera-

tions of civil law into relation with Bill

tary regulations.

As was to be expected, the action of

the Government authorities In the re

cent disturbance In Tokyo has aroused

universal indignation throughout the

It is stated that members of

of Peers are taking steps to

Viscount Yoshi*ewa. the Home
Minister, to resign. Rumours of the re-

signation of Viscount Yoshikawa have

been In circulation, but they have not

been confirmed. The leading residents

of the city are preparing a memorial

representing the whole of the Inhabitants

to be presented to the two Houses of the

Diet recommending that the police in

Tokyo should in future be prevented

from wearing swords, and .hat the pri-

soners arrested in connection with tho

disturbance sbouid be granted speciii

The Editor of the

something of the disturbances In Tokyo
on the 6th Instant, and. In the course of

a long description, says :

—

" 1 pass on towards Viscount Yoshi-

kawa* official residence. On the remain-

ing piece of the old stone wall. Just im>-

fore you come to the Imperial Hotel, as

many people are sitting and standing as

can find room. The windows of the Im-

perial Hotel are crowded. A little fur

ther on there is a crowd of som« Ave or

six hundred men and boys, and over the

heads of the swaying multitude 1 see Um
glare of Are and now and then Arebrandb

Hying through the air. My Jlnrlklsha-

man, whom I had treated to some refresh-

ments during the trip, pulls me back,

saying there were " bad fellows

"

amongst the crowd, I had better not get

mixed up with it. I reply that I am not

afraid of the Tokyo people, being one of

them by marriage, and with an occasional

gomen natai I press through towards

the gtare of the Are. I have no dlfflcul'v

In getting through and not an 111 word is

said to me. Five or six feet from thj

rear entrance of the

ome oi

them and candtdly tell them that 1 bid

strenuously opposed the war In my paper

before It began, adding much that my
readers already know from these

columns. The young men who crowd

around me look very black, but two or

three fairly well-dressed men, looking

like shopkeepers, agree with me, but
' this would not cool off until the people

had the heads of Katsura and Yoshikawa.'

I asked them how that would make thelt

burden any lighter ? I too had to help

to pay the bill. Ah. then I was one of

the people too. With all my heart. I

replied, but not In burning down other

people's houses ; the people had the Par-

liament, let the Parliament, their lawful

representatives demand an account from

the Government and
" My hearers suddenly hurl stones over

the heads of the BOldiers Into the dark

compound at some white moving figures.

They are policemen, and good shots are

cheered with a thundering banzai! The
soldiers do not move. Firebrands are

now and then hurled over the wall ou

the charred ruins within amidst more

pound a big bonfire la built, which a i

ber or young men are feeding, and

our heads come whizzing through the ait

pieces of wood and boards. In the en-

trance stand six Infantry soldiers of the

guards, the bayonets on their rifles fixed.

The crowd presses quite close to them

—

probably with a polite gomen natai—so

that the soldiers sometimes make a litllo

mote room for themselves with a mo/e
ment of their shoulders. They tske no

notice whatsoever of the Are. Not one

amongst all the crowd Is drunk or in the

least th- worse for drink. Not one Is

armed, although Shlmmemel with lis

numerous stores full of foreign and i

Japanese swords and spears is but ten

minutes off. Now and then the siuoko

and hot blast of the roaring Are drive
|

me back : the Japanese seem to be saU-
|

manders. enjoying the blaie and keep on

it. I

"A clatter of hundreds of geto, s.

shock, and I am swept away with toe

surging crowd. The soldiers are coming!

I have held my ground as well as I

could and And myself nearly In the front

rank. A double line of about 30 men,

or less, infantry of the Guards, come
marching on in a leisurely unconcerned

way. taking no notice of any one, and

calmly procted to pull the brands from

the burning with the oayoneta of their

rifles, and stamping out the Are with their

feet aa well as they can. No one Inter

feres. Around the back of the Imperial

Hotel I go towards the iront of the Home
Minister's residence. The road at the

back of the Hotel Is deserted. I see not

a soul. All along the front of the Mini-

ster's official residence a cordon of

guards Is drawn up. and there are two

crowds, one all along toe front, within a

few feet of the soldiers, of some 300

people, all men ; the other, a much

larger crowd further away towards the

park on the other aide of the tramway

line*. The soldiers stand as mot Ion i. -

as if they were cast In bronxe. Not a

word Is said by any one. Once In a

while a stone flies over the heads of the

soldiers into the compound. That is all.

Nothing else happens, but I hear muttei-

Inga that it will be worse (motto

hidoi) later on In the night."

A mass meeting under the title of

"National Anti-Peace Meeting" waa held

at the public hall In Nakanoshlma Park.

Osaka, at noon yesterday. The meeting

was representative of Tokyo and two

other principal cities and eighteen pre-

fectures, many persons also attending

from other prefectures In a private capa-

city. There were present In all some

thousands of more or less Influential men.

The proceedings were opened by a dis-

play of flreworks followed by a musi-

cal composition entitled " Extreme

Grief " by the hand. Amid loud cheers

Mr. Yamada, a Progressist leader, and

formerly Vice-Minister for Justice, opencj

the proceedings. He proposed that Mr.

(ex-President of the House of Re-

presentatives, who took the chair at the

Tokyo meeting) take the chair at Osaka,

a proposal received with tremendous ap-

plause. On taking the chair. Mr. Kono
called on .Mr. Hlno to read a manifesto

and resolution which waa also received

with the most enthusiastic applause and
unanimously adopted. The manlfes-.o

reads :
—"The nation has been victorious

in the war, but has failed in diplomacy.

The peaoe terms Just agreed upon nullify

the victory In the war and are

with cause of

The Government has attempted to sup-

tutlonal and violent means, resulting la

serious disturbances In tht Imperial capi-

tal, the seat of the Imperial Palace. By
this the glory of the Empire has been im-

paired abroad, the constitutional spirit

has been damaged at home, and the ex-

istence of the Empire Is now threatened.

We, therefore, holding here a national

meeting, have adopted the following re-

solution :—This meeting demands that

the humiliating Peace Treaty sbouid be

annulled and the Ministers of the Cabi-

net be dismissed." The Otaka Atahi and
Osaka itainichi each contributed ¥100 .a

aid of the funds for the meeting and the

Osaka Jiji ¥50. A social meeting waa
held at the Selkanro Hotel, near the

Station, in the evening.

THE DESTRUCTION OF
CHRISTIAN CHURCES.

As a sequel to the

in Tokyo two claims have been pre-

ferred against the Government for com-

pensation for the destruction of mission-

ary churches In Tokyo. The Rev. S.

Bergstrom makes a claim In respect of

the missionary church In Honjo, Tokyo,

which was Durnt down together with the

missionary' s residence, by the mob on

the night of the 6th Instant, Is said by

the Japanese papers to be Investigating

the damage with a view to demanding

The claim will be mad*
the U.S. Minister, and the

Is estimated at ¥25,000. The

also burnt down on the same night and
the damage is estimated at ¥50,000. Step*

are now being taken to claim compensa-

tion from the Japanese Government

the French ,.iuister.

ATTEMPTED RIOT IN KOBE.

On Ssturdsy night an attempt to pro-

voke a general riot was made by rowdies

in the vicinity of the Nanko Temple*

Kobe. In view of the public excitement.

In connection with the anti-peace meet-

ing held on the lilnatogawa on Saturday

afternoon, the police authorities took

effective measures for the prevention of

any outbreak, and a fore* of twenty

policemen were stationed at each police-

box near the Nsnko Temple and the dis-

trict of Fukuwara. A large number of
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points In the streets. As anticipated, at

about 7 p m. a body of " roughs," some
thirty In number, began marching

through the streets. They raided and

stoned the Arima road police-box, but were

quickly scattered by the police. The mob
then visited the police-box outBlde the

west gate of th* Nanko Temple, but here

also met with defeat. Two hours later

the men again vlBlted the Arlma road

police-box. and this time nine of their

number were csptured. A crowd of 200

obled on the Mlnatogitwa.

MR. OISHl ON THE TERMS
OF PEACE.

A HEAVY INDICTMENT.

strong, ordered them to disperse. For

reply the police were stoned, but on the

arrival of another body of police the

crowd gave way and six arrests were

made. In the course of the evening

crowds assembled at the Mlnatogawa, but

were promptly dispersed by the police. A
hundred arrests were made during tiic

night. On Sunday everything had quieted

MORE JAPANESE JOURNALS
SUSPENDED.

As announced In yesterday's " extra

"

the Otaka Atahi was suspended on Sun-

day by virtue of the Ordinance recent!;

Issued conferring upon the authorities ex

traordinary powers In view of the recent

disturbances. The Atahi has taken a

very critical attitude throughout. The

Otaka Xippo and the KwHUien Jtfaimchl.

the latter a Mojl paper, have also been

The Government embargo has betn re-

moved from the Tokyo )ournats Yorodtu,

Xiroku, Miyako, and J>mm»n, and these

papers resumed publication on Sunday.

A Nligata dispatch states that the In-

habitants of those villages In Nligata

prefecture where the branch offices of

the Kokumln are establ.-.»fed have agreed

to compel the removal of the offices and

to refuse to subscribe to that Journal or

In Its circulation.

THE ARMY IN MANCHURIA.

It Is understood that the withdrawal

at the Japanese Army from Manchuria

will be commenced Immediately upon the

exchange of the ratifications of the

Treaty of Peace, and preparatlona are

now being pushed forward. The guard

of the railway in Manchuria will consist

-of 15 men per kilometer, and the head

quarters of the guard will be established

a. Vort Arthur or Talren.

THE PEACE AND THE POWERS.

I'p to Sunday his majesty the Emperor
had received telegrams congratulatiue

him on trie conclusion of peace from the

rulers of Great Britain. Germany, France,

America. Belgium, Italy. China, Nether-

lands, Austria-Hungary, and Sweden.

The Progressists continue to take a

very hosllle view of the terms of peace.

Mr. Oishi Masami, one of the leaders of

the party In the House of Representa-

tives, delivered a speech on the peace

terms at a meeting of the party held in

Tokyo on Saturday last,

the gist of the speech.

The conditions of

by the Government, he said, are not only

inadequate to guarantee the peace of tlw

East, but are likely to cause complica-

tions In the future. The agreement that

Japan and Russia will not establish mili-

tary works on the nortnern frontiers of

Korea will prove very detrimental to the

Interests of Japan, for, despite the fact

that Russia possesses military works at

Posslet Bay. Japan win not be able to

construct any defensive works in North-

ern Korea. In case of a Russian Inva-

sion of Korea, Japan must And her posi-

tion very weak owing to the absence of

any defensive workR. The war was pri-

marily brought about on account of

Korea, but If no aufflc.ent guarantee oi

peace is established In this direction the

object of the war can hardly be said t3

lie attained. Pollcally speaking, Japan
has established her paramountcy In ihe

peninsula on paper, and is allowed free-

dom of action subject to the consent of

Russia, but It Is very problematical whe-

ther such arrangements will In practice

be really conducive to the Interests of

Japan Even while the war wag In pro-

gress the Koreans showed an attitude of

opposition to Japan, and foreigners re-

mark that the Japan-Korean Convention,

which was concluded at a time when
Japan was flushed with her victories,

will , be torn to shreds sooner or later.

Regarding the Russian concessions as to

the tlmber-felllng on the Talu. as well as

the concessions relating to forestry and

mining, there Is ample room for future

complications. We (the Progressists)

have repeatedly offered advice to

the Government relative to Korean

policy, and each time we have been as-

sured that the Government could do more
than we wished to do. The outcome of

the war, however, has not only secured

to Japan no more benefit than that which

existed before the war, but her future

action in Korea has become more fet-

tered.

Turning to Manchuria. Japan ha*

failed to drive away the Russians. Ex-

cept the simultaneous evacuation of Man-

churia by Japan and Russia, the terms

of peace seem to provide no restrictions

or guarantee as to the future. The Ru.r

withdrawn, may be

Manchuria at the

shortest notice, whereas ib«

can hardly enjoy similar facilities, as

they must withdraw over a distance of

several hundred miles. The restitution

of Manchuria to China will practical);

mean its return to Russia, for it Is well

known that tbe former is not equal to

the task of self-defence, and Manchuria

will remain under the thumb of Ruasia In

the future as In the past. Japan will find

the task too onerous of driving away Lite

Russians every time they venture into

Manchuria, which before many years have

elapsed will again come under Russian

domination in name as well as rn fact.

Again, the agreement that the railways

In Manchuria shall not be employed for

military purposes by either country tends

to be more disadvantageous to Japan

than to Russia, for as the Russian sec-

tion of the line for the most part run*

through Russian territory It would to

very difficult for Japan to enforce suffi-

cient control over the railway. If Japan

had taken ever the control of the railway

as far as Harbin, the case might be

different, but Inasmuch as Japan's rlglit

does not extend beyond Changchun, It la

Japan who will be most fettered by t'ae

agreement.

The next failure of Japanese diplomacy

is in connection with the lease of the

I.laotung peninsula. Its annexation by

Japan arter the war of 1894-5 was te-

garded as most Important for the sake of

peace, but owing to the subsequent frust-

ration of the Treaty the peace of the

East has been broken. Then the occupa-

tion of Klaochau and Port Arthur and

the construction of the East China Rail-

way followed In quick succession. These

events aroused even the dull-nerved Chi-

nese to what is known as the

trouble, which, far 1

gave Russia the excuse to

possession of Manchuria. The
|

of the Llantung peninsula has a most im-

portant bearing upon the peace of the

East and the Japanese Government there-

fore should have annexed the territory by
resuscitating tbe Sbimonosekl Treaty.

As It Is, the Government has contented

Itself by merely taking transfer of the

lease from Russia. As to Saghallen, It

being In Japanese occupation when the

peace terms were negotiated. Its parti-

tion Is analogous to Japan ceding half of

the Island to Russia to conclude peace.

Regarding Soya Straits, the Government
explains that tbe agreement Is for free

navigation of the straits, not to prohibit

their fortification. There Is, however,

not much difference between tbe two.

The one Is as much a blow to Japan ;

prestige as the other. Russia will no

doubt make the Siberian littoral her

point d'apput, and will continue to menace
Japan. Russia will continue to be a
disquieting factor In the East more than

before, as she will be prompted by a

fee'lng of retaliation against Japin.

With regard to Port Arthur and Dalny,

Japan will be compelled to open separate

negotiations with China. It Is not at all

Improbable that the Chinese Government
may raise objections to the transfer of

the lease from Russia to Japan.

Reviewed In this light, the fruits of

the peace negotiations to be secured oy

Japan become almost nil. It Is not sur-

prising that as a result obtained at the

cost of 70.000 Uvea and 200,000 wounded,
and the expenditure of 2,0*0 million yea

of money, the people are not satisfied

with tbe terms of peace. The only tan-

gible reault of tbe war is the weakening
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of the country'* power and the

Ing of Russia's antagonism. We, as the

representatives of the people, have ap-

proved ihe Government proposal for In-

creased taxation, with the result that the

country has Incurred a debt of 1,000 rail

lion yen abroad, thereby greatly increas-

ing the people's burdens, Japan's diplo-

macy has signally failed to secure what

she Is entitled to by right of conquest,

The recent disturbances In Tokyo we.e

caused by the efforts of the Government

to burke the expression of feeling by

the people, who are naturally Indignant

with Ihe result of the peace negotiations

When news of the riots Is known abroad.

It will damage the reputation of Japan,

and the quotations of Japanese securities

may be unfavourably affected. Thus *he

Government has committed a double

blunder In conclunlng Inadequate terms

of peace and In depriving the people of

the right of free expression of their opi-

nion. The Government haa i

the wishes of the people and

their opinion, with the result that their

anger against those in power has been

aroused. Whatever excuses the Govern-

ment may put forward for concluding

unsatisfactory terms of peace, It cannot

shirk responsibility for Its

failure.

Wednesday, Sejtfrntber VM.

KEl'TER sends the following

dated London. Sept. 11th :—
There was graet Jut-flat Ion among the

Russian troops in Manchuria on the

announcement of the conclusion of peace.

President Roosevelt was everywhere

roasted by the soldiers. In apprehension,

however, of the situation In Russia, some
of the soldiers prefer to remain in Man-
churia.

MARSHAL YAMAGATA AND
THE PKACE.

In the course of an interview with the

representative of the Tokyo VUhHtUM,
Marshal Marquis Yamagata. one of the

Elder Statesman, and also Chief of (he

General Army Staff, made some Interest-

ing remarks on the peace question. Re-

ferring to the opening of the war. h«

"The Russian aggression in the Far

East became no notorious, and took on

such serious dimensions after Russia ob-

tained the lease of Port Arthur and

Tallenwan, that It waa felt that a con-

flict of the interests of Japan and Russia

was imminent. I considered most cart-

fully measures to counteract this aggres-

sion and took counsel with all my col-

i and friends. We came to the dec!-

to rorestal Russia In Korea, as Hit

historical and geographical relations or

Korea with our Empire demanded tha:

we should have tne peninsula In our

power. To attain (his object we decided

to construct the Seoul-Fusan Railway,

and we did not neglect to elaborate my
other necessary measure as circum-

stances required, to oppose Russia. In the

meantime Russia steadily augmented
her naval strength In the Par East, am!

by about March 1903, her naval tone
here was almOBt equal to our own. Rus-

sia failed to fulfil her promise to eva-

quate Manchuria, and by steadily rein-

forcing her army and nary her designs

In the Par East came to be general'...

acknowledged. The Japanese Govern-

ment, therefor*, decided to pro'.e.'t

against these designs, and entered upon
negotiations In July 1903, with a view to

arriving at an arrangement diplomati-

cally. These negotiations proved very

difficult, and towards the end of Novem-
ber the situation became desperate. By
this time, we were determined that Korea

under no rlrrumstances should he left

In the hands of Russia. The peninsula

was Indispensable to the Empire, anil for

this reason we did not hesitate (o appeal

to arms.
" Speaking frankly of the feeling of the

Government at this time. I must say

that we were not quite confident of ob-

taining victory, as the enemy was con-

sidered one of the greatest Powers of the

world. We had some hope, however. In

our navy. The naval forces of the two
countries were almost equally balance,',

but. fortunately, our navy had had ex-

perience in actual lighting In the past

ten years, while Russia had had none,

and our naval authorities were confident

that the navy would never be crushed y>

the Russian fleet. As to the strength of

the army, there was great disparity, the

Russians having four million men and
Japan only half a million. There was

certainly a limit In the strength of the

army that could be sent by Russia's one

line of railway, but the Russian equip-

ment in arms was In no way Inferior, it

It was not superior, to that of our army,

and the education of the officers waa al-

most equal. We had. therefore, no ad-

vantage over the Russian army, with the

exception, as we thought, of the skill of

our troops In fighting In such hlilj

country as Korea and Manchuria. Thua
we had very little prospect of success In

land fighting, it being impossible (o as-

sure ourselves of success, as the lay

mind is apt to think. It was therefore

a critical and anxious time when hostili

ties were commenced and the army v. a*

determined to tight to a man and protect

the Empire.
" But on hostilities being openei,

we were able to obtain a success far

greater than we bad anticipated. This

was entirely due to the glory of his

Majesty and the valour of the officer-

and men. and the army and navy should

be congratulated thereupon.
" Prom about (he time of the great vic-

tory at Mukden, a suggestion was made
In Europe and America that for the sake

of humanity peace should be restored,

and, shortly after the defeat of the

elan fleet In the battle of the Japan Sea,

President Roosevelt, acting from huma-

nitarian motives, advised the two belli-

gerents to make peace, with the result

already known."

Coming to the peace terms, Marquis

Yamagata »ald :

—

"The people appear to be strongly op-

posed to the terms. Each man has Ula

own opinion, and It Is only natural Jist

opinion should be divided on such a

momentous question. In deciding to con-

clude peace, the Government carefully In-

vestigated the present financial capacity

of the Empire, the plans of Its future

development, the general political situa-

tion of the world, as well as the fact that

Russia was constantly aggressive ami

warlike. After full consideration the

Government then came to the conclusion

that If the hostilities were continued

longer. It would hardly be possible to

obtain compensation for the vast exi-en-

dlture Involved, and no better result

could be secured than waa to be obtained

by concluding peace at the present mo-

ment. The continuation of the war

would require a further heavy sacrifice

of money, and the only result would be

to exhaust the funds necessary for the

promotion of works In Korea and Man-

churia. Thereupon the members of t'js

greed without a dit-

to conclude peace with-

out delay. There was no difference,

as alleged, among the members of the

Government— no "strong" party. If

the peace Itself Is condemned. I am for

my part quite willing to accept the name

of being a member of the 'weak' party,

and all other Elder Statesmen and Cabi-

net Ministers will share 'his view
"

In conclusion, Marquis Yamagata em-

phatically repudiated the allegation that

he had advocated peace on the ground of

Ihe difficulty of further continuing war

because of the Inadequacy of UM
country's military strength. "The alle-

gation." he said, "reflects on the prestige

of the army. It cannot be passed over

unnoticed, and must be strongly

dlated. The Government prosecuted the

war with the greatest determination, u !

Is still competent to carry it on. I have

been In the military service over 40 yea.*

a

and have been through several wars. We
difficulties cn
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other wars than In the present, though

the wars of the past mere smaller in

magnitude, but we hare always managed

to overcome difficult les. Of course it

would require a heavy .-hit I flee to Uke
Hnrbln at the present moment, but I am
perfectly confident that our Army Is com-

petent to accomplish tiiii. work, i am
also confident from our (.vperlence that

our Army will never he beaten by Lhe

Russian*, not until we ar

several times over."

|
rangeroents to be made for armistice by

commutes of both sides. The Russian

commander replied that he was not

yet in receipt of Instructions with regard

I

to

THE EMPEKOR AND THE
MINISTRY.

In accordance with

In such ease*, the Premier and other

Ministers of Slate recently addressed hid

Majesty the Emperor asking for the Im-

perial instructions as to the course to he

taken by the Cabinet In consequence o(

the Tokyo disturbances, which neces-

sitated the proclamation of the Law of

Siege, and thus troubled his Imperial

Majesty. On Sunday. Prince Iwakura

Director of the Chamberlain's Bureau,

paid a visit to (he Premier and conveyed

the Imperial command that all the Mini-

sters should remain in office and us

their abilities In the service of the State.

FIUHT1NH IN MANCHURIA.

It appears that the Russian army In

the territory adjacent to North Korea
was not in receipt of news as lo the ar-

mistice on Saturday list, nor did the Rus-

sians in Manchuria then know of the

conclusion of peace. On Saturday lv»i

companies of Russian Infantry with two

gun* came iato contact with a company
Of th S Japanese at a certain place in Man-
churia The Japanese outflanked the

enemy, says a Tokyo dispatch, and J rove

him away with heavy loss. A number of

rifles and atoit 4 1 dead were left on the

field by the enemy, and not less tban 150

tilled or wounded were seen to be taseti

awa;\ No mention is made of Japanese

!n- -c-

Acrording lo anoth r Tokyo dispatch,

on SunJay the Japanese army in North

Korea sent a messenger to the Russian

army with regard to th? preliminary ar-

THK PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

MEMORIAL TO THE

Although it is probable there will be

no further violent demonstrations against

the terms of peace or the present Mini-

stry, opinion hostile lo th* Oovtrnment

Is still uppermost and nothing but the

lapse of time will prove the wisdom of

the Government Id concluding a war th»

continuation of which from a financial

point of view might have Involved the

nation In ruin. The public Is far from

taking this view, however. A numb»-
of prominent men in Osaka bitterly op-

posed to the peace terms have gone so

far as to address a representation to th<

Throne. In this memorial, the Ministry

is condemned first, for having concluded

a humiliating peace, and second, for

having tried to suppress public discussion

of the peace question. The memorialists

asked that the disloyal Ministers should

be Immediately dismissed, the Peace

Treaty annulled, and the primary object

of the war accomplished. Mr. Murayama,

proprietor of the Ouaka Ataki. which

journal was suspenJed on Sunday, is

among the signatories of the memorial

It Is remarkable to note that a sub-

scription list opened by the Ji/i for tu<

benefit of the poor who were Injured li.

the Tokyo disturbances was stopped by

the Metropolitan Police. The Jiji aj-

nounces that the subscriptions, con-

tributed by Princess Iwakura and others

will be kept until the time has arrived

for the disposal of the money. Why the

police thought It well to suppress thU
fund does not appear.

The authorities of Sblga prefecture rc

cently Issued circulars to the people urg-

ing them to subscribe to the Kokumin
This has provoked an outburst of publr

indignation.

Another "anti-peace" meeting, held

in the Daikokuza Theatre. Kobe, yester-

day afternoon was attended by between

ft.OM and 4.000 pa:

away unable to obtain admission. The

meeting was opened at 4 p.m. by Mr.

Shlral, a barrister of Kobe, and speeches

followed, all denouncing the peace terms

and the Ministry. The speakers num-

bered about twenty, and among thera

were Mr. Nosoye, a barrister of Kobe;

Mr. Koniahi. also a barrister of Kobe,

who Is Vlce-Chalrman of the Crbaa

of the Hyogo Prefecture!

Mr. Yamada. a Progressist

Mr. Kono. ex-President of the

House of Representatives for Kobe ; Mr.

Koyama of the Kobe .shim bun. Mr. lsfai-

baabl of the Osaka AtaAi, and Mr. Saku-

rai. the well-known barrister of Kobe,

who also spoke at the Minalogawa last

Saturday. Perfect order was maintained

at the meeting, and speeches were still

proceeding at 8 o'clock last night, despite

the heat outside and Inside. After the

meeting, a social gathering was held at

the Tokiwa. Suwayama.
During the lecture following th* na-

tional meeting at Osaka on Monday, thera

was a great crush among the audience

and eight persons were Injured. Order

was soon restored, however, and tha

without further I

THE RESIGNATION OF THE
TOKYO CHIEF OF POLICE.

at a tATOHIAL CHANGES.

It turns out that the "resignation" oi

the Chief of the Metropolitan Police, re-

ported in our " extra " of Monday, was

in fact the dismissal of Mr. Adachl, wh3

is held responsible for the conduct of UM
police during the recent disturbances, and

by this dismissal the Government show*

its disapproval of the behaviour of the

police, and haa thus done something W
allay the public indignation.

By the appointment of Mr. Sekl. Go-

vernor of Nagano prefecture, to be head

of the Tokyo police, several gubernatorial

changes have become necessary. Mr.

Oyama, Governor of Yamanashl prelec-

tor*, is transferred to Nagano, and Mr.

Takeda, formerly Governor of Yarns-

guchi, has been appointed Governor of

Yamanashi. Mr. Klnoshlla, Governor at

Oils, has resigned and Mr. Ogura. late

Governor of Toyama. fills this vacancy.

THE EVACUATION OK
MANCIIUCIA.

The evaluation of Minchutla by both

.'ajanrse and Kusjlan troops will piw
bahly begin im^tc.!ij;--'.y aftar the ;i\-

change of the tatlflcations of the Pta <•

Treaty. It is stited the Japanese Go-

vernment will be ablj to withdraw iu»

whole army from Manchuria in the spa.e
|

dlted with the report that on the 1-t

of eight months, but it is thought Russia
l
Instant a company of a regiment of th-'

will not tie able to do so in the imm |
brigade under General Umeiawa. con

length of time, and as it is necessary for manding the left wing of the Yalu army.

Jap in to occupy the territory as long as

Russia does the evacuation may take

eighteen months before It is finally com-

pleted.

An officer Juat arrived at Mojl Is ere-

when on patrol was surrounded by :i

body of about ten thousand Ruasiia-.

which seems an unlikely number. On!.1

a sergeant-major and three men mana*eJ

to escape and return to their regiment.
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THE ARMISTICE.

It Is reported thai Admiral Shima-

of a division of the

Fleet, and Commander Aki-

of Admiral Toco, hav*

to Vladlvoatok on the nulla
•' Iwate " to arrange the terma of the

armistice with the Vladivostok Squad rou.

PRISONERS OF WAR IN JAPAN

According to returns made by the

authorities at the end of last month, tfcff

Russian prisoners of war Interned lu

Japan numbered 71.272. It la probabl?

that within a few weeks the first

of prisoner* will leave for Russia.

ADMIRAL KOIUESTV ENSKY.

Admiral Rohjestvensky. who Rlnce bit

confinement In Saseho Naval Hospital,

has entirely recovered from the wound In

his bead. Is to be removed to the Fushlml

Depot. The Admiral and ten

aslan officers arrived at Hiro-

shima on Tuesday on their way to Kyoto.

They left Hiroshima by an evening train.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

CASUALTIES IN THE TOKYO RIOTS.

OUTBREAK IN YOKOHAMA.

Ml or
STATIONS.

ASO

The trouble evidently Is not yet over.

8erlOUS disturbances broke out In Yoko-

hama on Tuesday night, when eleven

police-boxes were destroyed. 34 police

Injured, and over 90 arrests

Ultimately, the troop* had to be

called out to suppress the disturbance.

It appears that the trouble originated at

an anti-peace meeting, which was held in

the Hagoromoxa Theatre. Mr. Ibobe. i.

well-known Tokyo barrister, and two o:

three other visitors from Tokyo dellvereJ

speeches, and tbe meeting was brought

to a close—whether by the police or not

is not clear—at about half-past eight,

before all of tbe advertised speakers had

appeared on the platform. This created

discontent among the audience, which

of over three thousand par>

ensued. The
tbe theatre,

nd at-

tempted to wreck the building. All th.-

efforts of the police to restore order

proved of little use, and some of the men
drew their swords, which of course ex-

cited the crowd more than ever. The
disorder Increased, and In the struggle

ensued twenty-three policemen on

at the building were Injured. Ai
as there was a lull the police tool:

the first opportunity of withdrawing, but

the mob followed and surrounded th;

Isezaklcho Police Station and began

throwing stones. Bearing Tokyo in miud
the police remained as quiet as possible:,

offering little or no resistance, whereupon
the people gavti up the atlack and passed

on to tbe nearest police-boxes, whirl,

were destroyed one after another. Th«
Tloters formed themselves into two bodies

their work of destruction

lice-boxes situated In the

poorer parts of the city. Eleven police-

boxes were burned or otherwise de-

stroyed. The mob Anally dispersed with-

out doing any further Injury, and order

was restored.

On the application of the Governor of

Kanagawa, two companies o. troops ot

the First Army Division arrived at Yoko-

hama by special train at 4.50 o'clock yea-

terday morning The Consulates, the ex-

plosives warehouse, kerosene tanks. Rus-

sian prisoners' quarters, the Kencho.

Customs-house, and the foreign Settle-

ment were thereupon placed under guard
by troops.

Up to Salurday 219 warrants had been

Issued by Tokyo Procurators for arrartj

In connection with the riots. Sixty-six

men have since been released. On Tues-

day warrants were Issued against 6 per-

sons and at present 1S9 men are undei

arrest. Of these over a hundred have

been committed to take their preliminary

examination.

White order nas been restored I..

Tokyo. It Is stated the public confiden t
In the police has been greatly shaken,

and peace is maintained only by the self-

control of the people. Under the circum-

stances it is considered probable that

the Law of Selge will not be withdrawn
before the return of Baron Komura next

month, or rather until considerably after

tbe Baron'a return. While the body of

tbe people may be led to act reasonably,

it must be remembered there Is sn ek-

ment which would delight In stirring up

trouble Immedlstely sn opportunity

offer* for Inflaming the public mind.

Tbe Otcka Mainichi prints a dispatch

from Tokyo which gives a return of tLe

casualties In the recent riots. The dls-

pstch places the casualties among the

police first, and estlmstes thst 20 in-

spectors of police snd 356 men were

wounded. It appears that none were

killed. A soldier, one gendarme, and II

firemen were also Injured. Of the people

3 were killed outright on tbe streets. 3

subsequently died from their Injuries,

and 387 were Injured more or less seri-

ously. A committee appointed by lb*

Tokyo-fu Aasembly to consider measure*

for the restoration of order In the cltr

of Tokyo had an Interview with the

Chief of the Metropolitan Police on
day and represented Its views. The Com-
mittee Is agreed In the opinion that tbe

coat of the repair or reconstruction of tbe

police slstlons snd boxes damaged or

burnt down by the mob should not be

defrayed out of the local funds, but out

of the national Treasury. This decision

was laid before the Governor of Tokyo,

who has agreed to use his efforts to ob-

tain the amount required, which I* cs-

at about Y80.000. from the Go-

I That Is to say, the cost of

the riots in the city of Tokyo will fall

upon the country as a whole If this ap-

plication Is granted, a result that scarcely

seems fair to the districts where no dl->

turbanres have occurred.

Tokyo people living near tbe Kokumin
offices are In constant alarm that the

offices will be again attacked and their

lives and

tradespeople have also lost heavii. .

as traffic In the streets adjoining Is still

suspended for fear of the Kokumin
offices being again attacked. The trades-

people affected are now agitating for Hie

emoval of tne newspaper office. They
first applied to the owner of tbe site on

which the building stands, but It was
found that the Kokumin holds the super-

ficies of the ground. The tradespeople

are now applying to the authorities :o

compel the Kokumin to remove Its offices.

In the course of the exrltement at tbe

meeting held In the Public Hall 41

Nakanoshima, Osaka, on Monday, a num-
ber of chairs and other furniture were

and the building itself was

to some extent, The Osaka
Municipality, the owner of the hall, is

making a claim for damages against tfce

promoters of the meeting.

It is stated In the Japanese Press that

political circles are becoming more and

more Indignant at the attitude of tjo

Ministry, which shows no 'Imposition to

resign after the events of the past montb.

Count Date and five other members of

the House of Peers, who on behalf of

the House waited on the Premier tbe

other day. held a meeting on Tuesday
and considered the course to be taken

with regard to holding the Ministry re-

sponsible for the Tokyo disturbance.

Negotiations have been opened between

all the factions in the House to

organise a movement agslnst the Mini-

stry, and from a political point of view

the situation may be considered critical.

A good deal of quibbling Is going

on. It Is maintained that It was an

Impropriety of the Government to pro-

tect the residence of the Home Minister

with tbe troops of the Imperial Guard,

duty Is to guard the Imperial

alone. The Home Minister. It Is

alleged, showed presumption In having

the Imperial Guard at his residence,

while it Is still more presumptuous for

tbe Minister to remsln In office. In las

House of Representatives, a Committee

of IS members has been appointed to

make an Inquiry Into tbe responsibility

of the Mlnlstery for the Tokyo disturb-

ances. The members of this House main-

tain thai Count Katsura. the Premier,

caused the troops, who are tbe soldiers

of the State, to mount guard over

the house of a lady who his not his

legitimate wile, an act which Is con-

sidered Intolerable. The Premier is aim
charged with ignoring the existing re-

gulations of official organisation and tha

functions of the various Government De-

partments by remaining In office, his

only act being to dismiss tbe Chief of

the Metropolitan Police, who merely

acted In compliance with the Instructions

of his superiors. The Premter and tha

Home Minister, according to the regula-

tions, direct the Chief of the Metropolitan

Police In tbe discharge of his duty, wi
should therefore be held responsible

A Tokyo dispatch to the Otaka Shinto
states that a telegram has l>een sent by tho

Government to Baron Komura in Ame-

rica, cautioning him to be on his guar.!

against attempts which may be made on

his life In the Journey across Amend
oi over the Pacific.
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Friiiuff, September 1.VA.

BARON KOMURA'S RECENT
INDISPOSITION.

Id reference to the illness of Baron

Komura. It is stated that at first the

trouble was diagnosed as Inflammation

of the bladder following a cold. It was

thought the plenipotentiary would be

well In a few days, but on Monday a

specialist wan consulted and It was de-

clared that serious inflammation existed

In the system, though the cause of the

complaint remained a mystery. It would

at any rate be suicidal for the Baron to

a!tempt a long journey. Baron Komura U
Mid to be resolved to begin his journey-

In spite of the medical advice, but bis

departure may ba deferred. In that case,

Mr. Takahlra. the Minister at Washing-

ton, and the second plenipotentiary, will

bring the Treaty to Japan

self-possession, and will do nothing to

lose its well-earned reputation.

The ban of (he Government has been
removed from the A*ah>, and the Osaka
journal will resume publication to-day.

Three more newspapers have been au«-

pended for Indiscreet utterancb on pubisc

affairs The journals are the Yamanaahi
t/fftJM. Toboku Hyortm (published In the

North-east*, and Oram Choht,,

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

EXCITEMENT DECREASING

MIVIHJS PIIKss AMI Tilt l.tsTl RIUX< F.S.

Although Tokyo still remains under the

government of martial law, all danger

of further disturbance is apparently at

an end. The desire to maintain order

on the part of (he public may now be

accentuated by the sympathy aroused

with Baron Konmra. who Is at present

seriously ill. and (he Interval between

now and the time Baron Konmra arrive*

Ir. Japan may witness a wholesome eban*

in public opinion. Perfect order Is now

restored in Yokohama. No less than a

hundred and twenty arrests of malcon-

tents have been made.

News reaches Tokyo that all the Lon-

don papers comment upon the distur-

bance-, attributing them to (he anger of

the people over the peat* terms. The

London PrtW does not appear to be

yet informed of the real cause of the

trouble. All the Journals hope, however,

that Japan will maintain her dignity and

PREFECTUR \L GOVERNORS
AT THE CAPITAL.

THK MKMRH ox Tilt: *ITt ATtov.

The Governors of prefectures In Japan
have been summoned to Tokyo by the

Government, and on Wednesday they

listened to an address by Count Katsura

at the latter*s official residence. Beside

the Governors there were also present all

the Ministers and Vice-Ministers of State,

excepting Baron Yamamoto and Admiral
Salto. the Minister and Vlce-Minlster for

(he Navy.

The Premier addressed (he meeting,

and having referred to the progress of the

war and the present situation, mention-

ing by the way that the Treaty of Peace

was signed on the Sth Inst., Count
Katsura referred to the pressing needs

of the present. The great object that

must be kept before them was the

necessity to work for the national pros-

perity. The nation must prove itself au;

uniied af(er the war as it was during

the war. and the people, distinguished

for their spirit and enterprise, must not

now fall back. It was the duty of the

local Governors to lead the people. The
honourable war which had firmly esta-

blished the position of Japan In the Far

East must be followed by an equally

great commercial development, and the

Governors were charged with the duty of

assisting (he nation in Its advancement.

The Premier observed that the recent

disturbances were (o lie deeply regretted,

but he hoped the Governors on their

return would do what they could to lead

the people in the paths of peace and In-

dustry. Having referred to the I

for (he control of newspaper* and the

object the Government had in view, the

Premier concluded by saying that local

public works for next year must now be

considered, and the Govenors were asked

(o leave nothing undone to assist toe

progress.

THE ARMY'S RETURN FROM
MANCHURIA.

niVIHIO.VS TO tAXD AT KO

It has been arranged by the authority
that the men belonging to the Hlroejl

and Osaka Army Divisions on their re-

turn from Manchuria shall be landed at

Waila Polnl, Kobe, but the horses an4
other equipment will be landed in the

Osaka harbour Notice has been Issued

by (he War Office (hat a temporary

Military quarantine office will be opened

at Wada Point, on (be 21st Instant

THE CAPTURED " AUSTRALIA."

With regard to the " Australia." cap-

tured by the Japanese at Vladivostok, the

San Francisco Chronicle says she sailej

on May 25th last for the Kamchatkaa
peninsula and various small stations on

the Siberian coast under charter to

Messrs. Both. Blum & Co. and carried a

general cargo, such as is forwarded every

few months to that part of the world.

On her return trip the " Australia " waa

expected to carry a valuable cargo of

furs. The " Australia " was commanded
by Captain James Rennie. formerly of

the steamer " Mariposa." and had a crew

of fifty-nine men. Her capture appears

to have taken place on August 13th,

which would Indicate that her outward-

bound cargo had been discharged. The

cargo was insured, and no loss would be

felt by the owners. The vessel, too. was

Insured for about $C0.O0O. and. even

though ahe Is held by the Japanese, tine

Oceanic Company wri.l not lose any con-

siderable amount

StitHrtfaff, SejfteHiber MM.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

WHAT BUSINESS MEN THINK.

The views of commercial men on sub-

jects of practical moment are generally

of greater value than those of other

classes. Japanese journals publish 'Jti

opinions of several prominent commer-

cial men In this country regarding

Japan's prospects now that peace haa

been decided upon. Mr. Kato. a director

of l he Nippon Yustn Kalsha. withhold?

his opinion on (he ln(rtnslc merit* of llie

peace, but consldera what Is moat neces-

sary at the present moment la a calm and

serious view of the present commercial

situation. There la no time for political

bickering. The nation has nearly a

hundred million yen per annum to pay

on foreign loans, to augment Its army asC

navy, and to promote the development 3!

Saghallen and Manchuria. This work re-

quires immense expenditure. The ways

and means must be discovered, but it !j

first necessary that the nation does it*

duty In the way of hard work. Now u
not the time for political agitations. I",

encourage the Investment of foreign capi-

tal Is one means of enriching the country.
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and to attain this object. It la necessary

among other things, to perfect the machi-

nery o( communication.

Continuing, Mr. Kato, said :
—"The ag-

gregate tonnage of the fleet of the Nlppou

Yusen Kaiisha, which was abuut »0,000 be-

fore the Japan-China war, haa steadily In-

creased and now stands at about 260,0J"

tons. There are now in the fleet sixteen

or seventeen steamers of upwards ot

6-UOO tons, and the company was able to

do good service for the army and navy

during the present war. But the Euro
pean, American, and Australian servlcci

of the company, which had been brought

to a slate of much perfection, have U
pcrlenccd disorganisation during the war,

and the first step to be taken on the -«•

lease of the company's steamers from
the Government service, is to endeavour
tc restore the foreign services. The ship

ping companies of Europe and America
are now competing with new steamers ot

the latest alyle, and we must work hard

to cope successfully with our competitors.

European and American travellers coming
to Japan spttid a very large amount an-

nually, and the country Is greatly bene-

fitted by them. Unfortunately the recent

Tokyo dlsturliance will not attract to.

elgn travellers, and we have a lot to Jo

in this direction to encourage trade."

During the rlota the Tokyo Atahi en-

gaged physicians to attend to the Injured,

those who were too poor to pay. It la

stated tftat this kindly enterprise was
checked by the police authorities on the

ground that it was Improper to give

medical assistance to the Injured bero.e

they had been identified, and classed

either with the rioters or with the In-

nocent. We And It dlfllcult to believe

stories of police tyranny.

There -appears to be as much indigna-

tion prevailing among the members of

the House of Peers and nobles outside

the llouxe, as among the people, against

the Government in connection with the

Tokyo disturbances. On Thursday. Prince

NIJo. Prince Sbtmazu. Count MatsUra.

Count Shimazu, and a numler of other

nobles addressed a memorial to Count

Katsura pointing out that It was un-

reasonable for the Government not to

take further steps In punishing the higu

officials responsible for the outbreak In

Tokyo. The memorial points out that

while the Chief of the Metropolitan

Police Is dlsml

is attll In

THE ARMIES IN MANCHURIA.

PROTOCOL OF ARMISTICE.

The Protocol of Armistice was i

the 13th 111: utu between the Committee*

of the Japanese and Russian armies in

Manchuria. The Protocol conslsta of tha

following five articles :
—

1.—The campaign shall be suspended

throughout the whole of Manchuria.

2.—The distance between the first

of outpost of the Japanese a

armies, aa shown In tbo plan exchanged,

together with the tekt or the Protocol,

shall be regarded aa the zone of separa-

tion between the two armlea.

3.—Persons having any connection with

the armies of the two countries shall,

under no pretence whatever, be allowed

to enter the zone of separation.

4.—The road leading from Shuang-

mlaotze to Sbahotze shall be regarded as

neutral, and for the common use of the

two countries.

5.—This present Protocol shall take

effect from noon of September ICth. 1903.

Sunday, Srpfemfter 17///.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

EMPEROR CONSIDERS PETITIONS.

THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF
TOKYO.

It is probable there will be more strong

talk before the Peace Treaty Is ratified

and made irrevocable. Although violent

agitations for the annulment of tne

Treaty are practically over for the time

being, disappointment at the diplomatic

failure and anger at the Government's
action In suppressing the Tokyo disturb-

ances are as keen as ever. The Peace

Que.-rlon League has decided to make on-:

more effort against the ratification of

the Treaty, and a great meeting Is called

for the 20th Instant In Tokyo. Represen-

tative men are to be Invited from ail

parts of the Empire, all to be representa-

tive of local bodies. It is determined,

however, that the strictest precautions

shall be taken for the maintenance of

order at the meeting.

Since the outbreak of the agitation

agalnt the peace terma a number of petl-

Hons from the people to the Throne have
been received by the Emperors privy

secretaries. These petitions have de-

nounced the peace terms In more or less

strong language. Many of them, it ap-

pears, did not observe the proprieties

necessary in addressing the Throne, ami

these were returned to the senders. A
small minority of the memorials were

presented to his Majesty by the Chief I

Secretary, and the Emperor la believed

to have read these and submitted some
of them to the consideration of the

Cabinet.

The Committee appointed by the mem-
bers of the House of Representative* to

report on the circumstance* of the recent

rlota met on Friday In the smoking room
of the Houae. Mr. laobe, the Chairman,

gave a report of the Interviews he and
his colleagues had had the previous day

with the Minister for Justice, the com-
mander of the Tokyo garrison. General

Sakuma (now the ruling authority In

the capital i, the Chief of the Metropoli-

tan Police, and the Chief Procurator of

the Tokyo Appeal Court. Mr. Isobe said

the authorities, speaking generally, de-

clared that they were taking Impartial

action, and were resolved to proceed

against even the police who were con-

sidered guilty of illegal acta. Mr. Isobe.

however, considered this doubtful, a* no

police officials have yet been arrested or

prosecuted. The authorities assured

them that proper methods were being

followed for gathering evidence on which

to prosecute the offending police officials,

but the Committee found no support for

this view. With regard to the with-

drawal of the Law of Siege, which the

Committee advocated, the authorities re-

plied that that was a matter for the

Cabinet.

Upon the conclusion of the report, Mr.

Oishl proposed that a special committee

be appointed to wait upon the Cabinet

with regard to the withdrawal of the

Law of Siege, which he maintained was

not properly administered. Moreover

there was now no necessity for the law.

The suggestion was unanimously adopted,

and Mr. Isote and six other gentlemen

were appointed to wait upon the Pre-

THE CONCLUSION OF PEACE.

PRESS ON MARSHAL YAMAOATA'S
RECENT STATEMENT.

Aa may be Imagined, the recent Import-

ant statement ot Marshal Yamagata on

Japan's reasons for concluding peace has

aroused widespread attention. A trans-

lation of the Interview with the Marshal,

which appeared In the iVicM-.Vichi, was

given In Wednesday's Issue of the

Chronicle.

Commenting upon the Marshal's state-

ments, the Ji)i Bhimpo says It la satisfac-

tory for the Japanese to know through

Marquis Yamagata, something of the

policy pursued by the Government In re-

spect to the peace question. In his recent

Interview with members of the Diet, the

Tokyo Journal continues. Count Katsura

referred to the peace terms, but hi* expla-

nation did not extend far and left much

to be desired. The utterances of Mar-

ahal Yamagata. as Cnlef of the Staff and

one of the Elder Statesmen, carry much

weight. He aays that despite the oppo»l-

tion that baa been aroused against the

peace terms, the Cabinet and tbe Elder

Statesmen originally decided on those
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terms without a dissentient voice, ait

recognising that the time was opportune

for the conclusion of peace. Now, says

th* Ji)i, with regard lo the restoration

of peace probably there Is nobody who
-will disagree with the proposition. The
point on which the people disagree with

the Government Is as to the terms on

which peace has been concluded. Whe-
ther the time was opportune for the con-

clusion of peace is a question which can-

not be easily decided. If peace had beeu

•ecu red on favourable term* three or six

months ago the people would have heeu

but if, on the other hand, the

are not satisfactory tlit-y would

even if peace were to come
three or six months hence. Marquis

Yamagatas statement Is rather vasrue.

He does not explain whether the Minis-

ters decided on peace and at the

same time anticipated the terms that

have been agreed upon, nor does he

if the Government is satisfied with what

has been obtained, It is probable the

Marshal has purposely avoided touching

on the peace terms. It Is, however, reas-

suring to hear from the lips of the Chief

Of the Staff himself that the Japanese

would have been enabled to carry Harbiu

If they had been willing to make the

neressnry sacrifice. The responsibility of

the Government In concluding peace ou

Inadequate terms, the Jlji concludes, be-

comes the heavier when regarded In the

light thrown upon the subject by the

explanation of Marshal Yamagata.

The \i- hi-Xirhi, discussing the same

subject, says the expression of opinion

•gainst the peace terms Is becoming

louder and more general throughout tat

country, the few Government supporters

only excepted. Rven this minority can-

not think the peace terms a diplomatic

success. Marshal Ysmagata'a statement,

which may be regarded as representing

tho views of the Government, would seem

to imply that the Government considers

the peace terms Inevitable under the cir-

cumstances. It Ib clear that the Govern-

ment Itself does not deny that the result

of its efforts ig failure. The Government

seems to claim the sympathy of the

people on the plea that the course taken

was inevitable, but the people on their

part arc bent upon taking those In power

to task for the diplomatic failure tuty

have shown. The final abandonment of

the Halms of Indemnity and the cesslou

of territory In spite of the talk about tho
" irreducible minimum." must be re-

garded as the most glaring part of Un-

diplomatic failure. It Is only natural

that the expectation of the people as to

the terms of peace should be In propor-

tion to the brilliant success achieved In

the field of arms. The Government le

responsible to a certain extent for en

COUraging these expectations. In the Im-

perial Message given to the Jspanrw
peace envoys, and the reply of the Goveia-

ment to the advice of President Roosevelt

urging that the war should be brought

to an end, special stress was laid

on the necessity of making a lasting

peace. It was in pursuance of this object

that the Government drew tip claims, on

the so-cilled " Irreducible minimum "

basis, some of the most Important ot

which, however, were abandoned, con-

trary to Its declaration. The withdrawal

of the claim of Indemnity has been

frowned upon by the business men, who
have hitherto been the supporters of the

Government, while the partition of Sagna,

lien has aroused the Indignation of all

patriots. It Is not difficult to see the

very awkward dilemma in which the

Government found llseu with regard to

the peace negotiations. Briefly the Go-

vernment was forced to choose one of

two courses—the abandonment ot lis

claims or the continuation of the war,

and It evidently chose the lesser of twj

ills. Nevertheless, the result is rallure.

inasmuch as the Government was unable

to accomplish tne object slmed at.

Now that the country, continues tht

3Vic/ii-.VicM, is beset with many Import-

ant problems In Korea and Manchuria, as

welt as the adjustment of its finances,

It can hardly be expected that the Go-

vernment, completely alienated from Ite

people, will be equal to the task. At-

tempts at the suppression of public opi-

nion by the dissolution of the Diet atj

other means will not lmprov<

Is the Government recognises 1U
failure it should take the responsiblli.y

upon Itself. Thbre is only one
open for the Government to take

the circumstances ; and this Is not an

opinion actuated by any party feeling

but is (he pronouncement of the rox

popuJi. If the Government fails to see

the temper of the people and acts accord-

ingly, all its efforts for the administra-

tion of the country will be made in vaia.

THE RAILWAY GUARD IN

MANCHURIA.

It is computed that Japan will require

a force of about 12,000 men as a railway

guard in Manchuria. The peace condi-

tions allow both Japan and Russia to

station 15 men per kilometre along their

sections of the Manchurian railway.

Japan s section Is the whole of the line

south of Changchun, and the distance

south to Dalny or Port Arthur is about

800 kilometres.

THE CHINESE EASTERN
RAILWAY.

l-XTESKSTINU HKWKT.

A Peking dispatch reaching Tokyj

states that the Chinese Government has

decided to purchase the Chinese Eastern

Railway, and la now considering the two

alternatives for raising the purchau
money—a loan In America on the security

of the railway or the economy of the Go-

We reproduce this report from the

e papers. Not much credence cen

be placed In It, but It is Interesting tJ

remember that the sale of the railway to

I China was one reported method for Japan

to recoup herself for htr expenditure m

Tuesday. Scpfendicr UV/i.

THE PEACE AND DISSATISFIED

CONSTITUTIONALISTS.

Dissension has broken out In the ranks

of the Constitutionalists. The Chanvln.

lsta among the Constitutionalist mem-
Iters of the Diet and partisans outside arc

Indignant at the attitude taken by toe

headquarters of the party on the pwi
question, as the headquarters, under

Marquis Saionji. show a disposition to

approve the peace terms.

The agitators are said to be

the expulsion of two or three of the

party leaders. Mr. Matsuda (President

of the House of Representatives) and

'Mr. Ilara, two of the leaders, are using

their Influence to appease the anger of the

dissastisfled fiction. It Is alleged that

Mr. Hara. without consulting even Mr.

Matsuda. drafted the speech which was
delivered by Marquis Saionji at the re-

cent meeting of the Committee of tr.e

party in support of tho terms of pea^
arranged. Mr. Hara, however, left Tokyo
for the North-east on the day following

that on which the speech

as If to conceal his part In the

But the secret has now come to tlgX

and the Jiyuto faction of the party is

very indignant at the alleged conduct nf

Mr. Hara. and Is agitating to expel both

Mr. Hara and Mr. O-oka from the party.

THE BATTLESHIP " RETVISAN "

Preparations for raising the battlt»hi?

"Retvlsan" In the harbour of Port

Arthur having been completed, the work

of pumping out the vessel wa
a day or two ago. It Is

battleship will soon be
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THE GERMAN PRESS AND THE
PEACE.

There appears to be a wide mlsconcep-

tlon abroad of the significance of tat

Tokyo disturbances. The Sorddeuttche

AUu<memc Zeitung in referring to iUe

riots (according to a telegram received

by the Foreign Office) comments on the

attitude o£ the Japanese during the w.ir

and after the war. This journal says ;—
"Whereas the Japanese showed *u-

solute unity of purpose during the war

and bore the financial burden in a wa,

that evoked the admiration of the worlu,

tht people have accused the Government

of diplomatic failure and have stirred up

antipathy agalnat foreigners, driving the

mobs to make serious disturbances.

Tokyo was reduced to Buch a state

ervice of

of order,

a critical

for the

the Cabinet la in

ditlon. This will not the re-

putation of the Japanese, Japan la a

constitutional country. If there Is any-

thing to condemn In the peace negotia-

tions, the Japanese people should hav*

ta»en another course tor questioning tui

Government than lo resort to violence

The people wno have ooserved strict self-

possession during t..e war should hav

had Intelligence enough to Judge affai.s

with cooler minds. It is doubtful whether

[he Japanese plenipotentiaries could have

succeeded In concluding peace on betltr

terms Chan those agreed upon. Russia

would have continued the war rather

than pay an Indemnity. So far. Japan

ha* fought for her rights and her future

position among the Powers and nas

obtained all her legitimate political alms.

If Japan were to continue the war for

the sake of an Indemnity, she would ol

necessity have to make further heav }

sacrifice of life, and moreover no one

could foretell that Japan would be a*

successful In the future campaigns as toe

past. If Japan failed she would be r«-

to a very disdvantageou* position.

and might lose the rights already

obtained. The agreement of the Tsar to

the conclusion of peace la Itself a great

moral victory for Japan. The Japanus*

people appear not to realist the Impor-

tance of the advantages gained as the

result of the Peace Treaty. No doubl

it would be a greater victory for Japa.i

If she succeeded in Inducing Russia to

agree to all the conditions demanded,

but such terms were so humiliating to

Russia, that she would have risked con-

tinuing the war rather than agree io

them. We hope that a more impartial and

unprejudiced view will come to prevail

in Japan as time passes. The sooner list

agnation against the peace terms sub-

sides, tfie sooner the magnanimity of tl.a

Japanese will be recognised by tue world.

At present, the Japanese are complaining

that what has been obtained by thu

m.atary arm has been lost by the civil

authorities, but there la no doubt thac

tne present Treaty will produce great*-

fruits than those to be obtained by the

conllnuallon of the war."

Wednesday, September 20///.

THE RETURN OF THE TROOPS.

The troops of the Nagoya. Hlmejl, an.1

Kanaxawa Divisions will be landed at

Kobe on their return from Manchuria,

and It is expected that the total numbc:-

of officers and men (Including canteen

men and others) will be about 200,000

The accommodation of the Quarantine

Office at Wada Point, where each mau
will have to undergo disinfection, wii'.

not allow of more than 2.000 men beins

disinfected dally. It la estimated that

It will therefore take four or five month*,

lo pass the whole of the divisions, un-

less the quarantine accommodation It

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE

LAW OF SIEGE TO BE WITHDRAWN.

ANOTHER MASS MEETING IN TOKYO.

rarx-AiTioNs or tub ai'tiiomties.

It wag thought at one time that martial

law would be maintained In Tokyo until

after the arrival of Baron Komura. but

the sltutlon baa undergone so distinct

a change, that we may expect to hear of

the withdrawal of the Law of Siege at

any time. It is said that the continued

enforcement of the law places the foreign

diplomatic corps In an Inconvenient posi-

tion, and the daily routine is much PS>

stricted. There Is at present little com-

munication between the various lega-

tions and social life Is at a standstill.

Moreover, very few foreign travellers art

now entering the capita), and it is clear

that the maintenance of martial law

nuch Injury to the city. It la

reported In Tokyo the Government hat

resolved to withdraw the Law of Sleg°

In a few days.

Another anti-peace meeting waa to be

held in Tokyo yesterday, for which great

arrangements bad been made, at the

Selyoken Hotel, Vyeno Park. As the

representatives of the Mlura district in

KanBgawa prefecture were prevented j/

the police from entering Tokyo on the

occasion of the last meeting, the Sth

Inst., the promoters of yesterday's meet-

ing thought well to approach General

Sakuma, In command of the city, and

make arrangements for those who were

expected from the provinces. On Sunday,

therefore, Mr. Shioya and another of the

promoters visited the Commander of the

Tokyo garrison. General Sakuma was

absent, but Lieutenant-Colonel Klkucul

was In command and received the de-

putation. The day following the Inter-

view the promoters received instructions

regarding the control of the meeting to

the following effect :
—

1.—The promoters will be held re-

sponsible for the maintenance of order

at the meeting.

2.—Each person attending the meet-

Ing shall be given a uniform badge.

3 —Arms of any description, sticks an 1

like weapons shall not be carried by the

people attending Iho meeting.

4.—No signal gun or Are crackers ahall

be Bred.

5.—Bombastic and violent language

shall lie carefully avoided in the speech*:*

and in written addresEes.

6.—Extraordinary and eccentric costume

must be strictly avoided.

7.—A draft of all resolutions, speeches,

and the subjects of debate ahall be pre-

sented to the Headquarters of the Tokyo

Garrison and the Metropolitan Police

Office on the day previous to the

7.—Stations for police or

shall be established around the place oZ

meeting for the examination of persona

attending, and they must go In and out

by these stations.

8.—Outside the place of meeting trou.is

will be stationed.

CONCLUDING THE ARMISTICE.

GKNDUI. FVKfSniMA MEET* THE »f8SIAN

The Ji)i publishes a

patch which describes the meeting of the

commissioners of the Japanese and Rus-

sian armlea in Manchuria to arrange tne

armistice. On the 13th inatant General

Fukushima and staff with a guard of

troops left the advance line of the Japan-

ese army at Changtu to meet the Russian

commlaaloner. The latter. General

Wanovsky, observing the customary

formalities on such an occasion also ad-

vanced some miles south, and the two

commissioners met at Shabolxe, at a

Junction on the railway and the main

road, about fifteen Chinese miles north of

Changtu. The commissioners met shortly

after 10 o'clock in the morning, and ar-

ranged the armistice according to the

protocol signed between the plenlpotentl-

aties at Portsmouth. The armistice went

Into force on the 16th instant. On tuo

document being signed, the Itusslaa

General frankly spoke of their hard camp

life and expressed his hearty congratula-

tions on the suspension of hostilities.

According to conversation which passed

between the men of the respective com-

missioners' guards, the Russian soldiers

at the conclusion of
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ami already pictured themselves on their

way home. The officers, too, were ban-

queuing day after day. The Russian f

Bhook hands heartily with their Japanese

confreres, congratulating them on their

lives having been saved by the peace

now signed.

THE TOLL OF THE WAR.

KILLED. WOUNDED, AND DEAD
FROM SICKNESS.

Affording to a return now published,

the total number of officers and men of

the Japanese army killed, or who died

from wounds or sickness in the present

war numbers 72,450. Of this total 46,16*1)

were killed on the Held, 10,970 «ied from
wounds, and only 1.530 died from disease.

The number of deaths from tht- latter

cause Is remarkably Mull, and It la

believed that such a low percentage to

the number of men engaged has never
beforo been attained In war time. That
this Is due to the excellence of Japan'*

medical arrangements during the war
there Is little doubt, but perhaps not
even the Japanese medical authorises
expected such results.

The above returns, it should be men-
tioned, are not

THE PEACE IN EUROPE.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE RUSSIAN
GOVERNMENT.

K. WITTE l.NTEBVIEWEO.

opixiox ix i.oxik)M, ranis, and ukru.v

By the American mall which arrived on
the 19th Inst, came full particulars of tht
conclusion of peace. The sudden conclu-
sion of the conference was not anticipated
In any of the European capitals, but the
Impression created was universally on*
of surprised satisfaction In the various
countries and the Immediate Improvement
of the stock market. The news of the
conclusion of peace was known In St.

Petershurg on the Sfttli ult.. when the
Tsar on his return from Bjorkoc, where
he had inspected a cruiser In course of
construction, found awaiting him the fol.

Inwlne cable from M. Witte:—
" I have the honour to retort to your

Majesty that Japan has agreed to your
demands concerning the conditions of
peace, avd thU conrejuently p?are will

be established, thsnk* to your wi?e and
firm decision and In strict conformity
with the Instructions of your Majesty.

"Russia will remain In the Far East
the great Power which she hitherto has
been and will he forever.

•• We have applied to the execution of

your order* all our intelligence and our
Russian hearts We be? your Majesty
tn forgive that we have been unable to

do more."

A few hours later the Russian f'overn-

ment Issued the following communica-
tion explaining the course of the

negotiations :—

" In the month of June the Emperor
consented to accept the proposition of

President Roosevelt for a conference of

Russian and Japanese plenipotentiaries

In order to ascertain how far It was pos-

sible for the two Powers to determine

conditions of peace. This Important mis-

sion was entrusted to M. Witte and Baron
de Rosen, who received full powers by
virtue of which they could. In the event

of the acceptability of the Japanese pro-

positions, agree to peace.

"The llrat interview between the

plenipotentiaries took place at Oystor

Bay on August 7th, and the conference

opened at Portsmouth on August 9th. At
the second sitting the Japanese plenipo-

tentiaries presented the conditions of

peace as elaborated at Tokyo.
" Considering that several of these con-

ditions were absolutely unacceptable ac-

cording to the instructions given the Rus-

sian plenipotentiaries, and that the

wording of the other conditions was In-

terpretable as a detriment to Russian In-

terests. M. Witte proposed a detailed dis-

cuBBlon of each point separately.

" Having devoted several sittings thereto,

the Russian plenipotentiaries came to the

conclusion that an agreement was un-

attainable on four points, whereupon the

Japanese plenipotentiaries declared thetr

willingness to ask for complementary in-

structions with the view of finding a con-

ciliatory outcome to the serious difficul-

ties that had arisen.

" After communicating with Tokyo the

Japanese plenipotentiaries Intimated that

they renounced firstly the question of the

limitation of the Russian naval force In

the Far East and secondly the demand
for the surrender of the Interned war-

ships ; but they continued to demand the

cession of the iBland of Saghallen, and
especially the payment of an Indemnity.

"In accordance with the instructions

they had received, the Russian plenipo-

tentiaries positively rejected these last

demands, declaring that they could not

continue to discuss the other conditions

of peace If Japan continued to Insist on
the payment of the expenses of the war.

" Taking Into consideration that such a
state of the negotiations could only lead

to rupture. President Roosevelt decided
to address himself to the Emperor
through Ambassador Meyer, appealing to

his Majesty's humanitarian sentiments
and asking that he consent to accept a
new Japanese proposal In order to avoid
further bloodshed. This proposal was
that Russia, in view of the actual position

of Saghallen on account of the Japanese
descent on the" Island, anrreed to cede to

Japan the southern part belonging to her

up to 1875. the northern part to be re-

turned to RusBla in consideration of the

payment of 1 .200.000.ftn0 yen.
" In expressing to President Roosevelt

his gratitude for the efforts made to aid

In restoring peace, his Majesty said he
could not find it possible to accept the

aforementioned proposals, which were de
facto equivalent to the payment of an
Indemnity.

"The Japanese plenipotentiaries were
Informed of Mb Majesty's decision by the

' Russian plenipotentiaries, and they an-

nounced at the sitting of August 29th

that, according to

Government, Japan i

for the reimbursement of the exp

of the war. but adhered to her claim for

the southern part of Saghallen, under,

taking not to take military precautions

therein, not to construct fortifications,

and to keep La Perouse Strait open.
" Thus, after the above had been in-

serted in the Protocol, the sittings of

the plenipotentiaries were terminated so

far as regards the preliminary questions

looking to peace, which will serve at

the basis of a final Treaty of Peace be-

tween Russia and Japan.

"

What is reported to be an Interview

with M. Witte appeared in the Slovo on

the .tlst ultimo. It Is not an utterance

one would expect from the lips of a

plenipotentiary, but we reproduce it

M. Witte is reported to have said :
—

" You see what one gains by standing

firm. I was In a frightful position. I had

not the right to accept a compromise,

and a rupture seemed likely to enlist

the sympathies of all on the aide of

Japan. President Roosevelt appealed to

my patrotlsm, humanity, and good sense.

Fortunately. I succeeded In holding out

to the end. The Japanese could not read

in my face what was passing in my heart.

From the outset I assumed such an In-

different tone that It eventually carried

conviction.

"When the Japanese presented their

written conditions. I laid them aside

without looking at them and spoke of

something else. On leaving the room.

I Intentionally forgot the conditions lying

on the table. When one of the Japanese

plenlpotentarles drew my attention to

this, asking me if I did not wish to take

away secret documents which some one

might read, I put the papers carelessly

In my pocket It was thus to the lart

minute of the negotiations."

The news of the conclusion of peace

reached London late on the night of

the 29th ultimo, and the announcement
In the morning papers came as a com-

plete surprise. A correspondent says:—
"The announcement that peace had

been arranged caused the stock markets

to open with a somewhat buoyant ten-

dency to-day and prices established a

smart advance.
" The evening papers follow the lead

of the morning papers In bestowing un-

stinted praise on President Roosevelt,

to whom they give the fullest credit for

the outcome of the conference, whose
derision was entirely at variance with

their daily predictions. Both papers and

people were so astounded at the out-

come of the conference that thev fee!

there is something in the agreement
which has been arrived at that has not

yet been published, and that, if this U
not the case, then the new Anglo-Japan-

ese Treaty has affected the result in some
way."

The Fall Mall Gazette says:— Tits

enlarged Treaty with England may have

hid considerable weight In persuading

the Mikado and his advisers that Japan's
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position in the Far East Is now prac-

tically Impregnable and that peace may
be made without prcssln* for the pay-
ment of costs. Japan now stands in a

position of Impregnable supremacy In

the Far East and this can only be dis-

puted by a coalition against which her

alliance with the greatest naval Power
In the world constitutes an absolute

guarantee." Arguing that Japan might,

after consideration, feel more satisfac-

tion with having gained the points for

which she took up arms, the Pall Mall

Qazette continues:—"Henceforth Asia

lies at her feet, and particularly China.

China has been a bone of contention all

along England and the United St.mm
will have every reason to be thankful

for the triumph of Japan."

The Globe also claims that Jana.i

gained what (the went to war for. and
says :—" To the ancient. chivalouB

feeling of the old Samurai there must
have appeared something sordid In con-

tinuing the conflict not for glory or
for the safety of the empire, but for a
cash payment, which had assumed the

form of a liquidation for damages. More-
over, we write in the dark. We have no
glimmer of the secret conditions which
in all probability form a part of the

The Evening Stan-lard says :—" Ru>-

sla has won one of the greatest diplomatic

victories In the history of the world.

It is summed up In M. Wltte's ' Pas tin

sou !
* Nor are we Inclined to begrudge

M. Wltte his hour of glory. He fought

magnificently for Russia and she has been

able thereby to save her face." Referring

to the results gained by Japan, the

standard says :—" Perhaps she Is the

only nation on the face of the earth

which would have rested content with
what she set out to accomplish. We
come to what may be regarded as the

greatest victory of the three. It belongs,

as we think, to President Roosevelt. He
may. for Instance, held out to Japan
Induct ments which would have the

double effect of securing peace with
Russia and rooting up the weeds of dis-

agreement between Japan and America."

In Paris on the With the Bourse was
extremely active, snd Russian securities

went up with a bound. The French news-
papers devoted lengthy and eulogistic

editorials to President Roosevelt. The
President was the hero of the hour— little

mention was made of Emperor Nicholas.

A correspondent writes :—
" Roosevelt Is the great victor.' says

the Malm. ' He forced two belligerents

who were strangling one another to

meet on neutral ground with the same
tranquillity that he displayed on the

eve of battle at the head of his Rough
Riders. He tackled the respective de
legates of the belligerent parties. facln«

Japanese cupidity and Russian Infatuation

with the same disdain for diplomatic
usages as when he was charging the
trenches with his slouch hat on the
ground and white handkerchief around
his neck. He Is the great victor of thi=

battle of giants/"
" The President's courage and persis-

tency Is the theme of conversation In

every quarter. 'Everything the Ameri-
can President undertakes is successful."

was an exclamation frequently heard. Th?
Cnlted States also receives a generous
meed of praise as the means bv which
peace was brought about. Japan's mag-
nanimity Is regarded as being due to

the effect of President Roosevelt's direct

appeal to the Emperor of Japan In the
name of humanity. His answer If

greeted with gratitude In both hemis-
pheres.

M. Nelldoff, the Russian Ambassa-
dor, is spending his vacation at Chatol-
guyon. An Influential official of the em-

pleasure at the

opment and colonisation of Korea, which
is sufficiently extensive to afford an outlet

for her

the official added, was now able to work
for infernal reforms.

" In the course of conversation one of

the highest French diplomats declared

that the Japanese made a clever move
when they accepted peace without an
Indemnity. They thereby secured a
Treaty with Russia without leaving

among her late adversaries a desire for

revenge. In the course of a few years
Japan will have recovered her war losses

by extension of trade with China and the

development of her own natural re-

sources, without fear of an enemy waitlrar

for an opportunity for revenge. The
French diplomat continued :— • If the

Treaty contains secret clauses, they pro-
bably will take the form of a conven-
tion to assure China from European par-
tition while securing the open door in

that empire for the world's commerce.
All nations would benefit from such a
convention, which would serve to abolish

the jealous striving of foreign nations
to obtain colonies In the Far East, and
the Philippines would also experience

beneficial effects, as there are no Indica-

tions that questions affecting their status

quo will arise, thus leaving their devel-

opment to the natural course. Meats
while Japan will proceed with the devej.

In Berlin opinion was
same :

—
"Japan's willingness to forego her Im-

mense material advantages for the sa»o

of peace Is freely recognised by th.s

morning's newspapers. The editors all

dwell on President Roosevelt's energetic

Intervention, which they say lllllttd In

reaching the result without offending

either belligerent or drawing criticism

from any other government. Tho German
official paper says :

' We greet the new*

with lively satisfaction. The agreement,

quick beyond expectations, is due to the

quiet tenacity of Emperor Nicholas anJ

his counsellors In St. Petersburg, as wtil

as the plenipotentiaries at Portsmouth.

Acknowledgement must be made of tin

amount of untouched powers of reslstamo

that remain In the Russian Imperial

State, notwithsianuing the military mis-

fortunes and of the upsetting of all ih'«

political theories that had been built upon

the undervaluation of the Slav worM.

The decision of the Japanese statcsmeu

was not an easy one, out It honours their

wisdom. It shows also that the youngest

world Power which has so brilliantly en-

tered into the company of tue cultivated

Powers is wom.y of the example It gtivo

during the war. The conclusion of pea.'"!

by yielding all sharp conditions may bat

more hfghly valued because the agree-

ment was a voluntary act. We congratu-

late both' Sovereigns, their Government
and their peoples with open pleasure on

attaining an understanding with «ach

other, and we hope that those who have

been enemies may as soon as the final

Peace Treaty Is signed begin to live ntx;

to each other as good neighbours Shitt-

ing In the history of our times will ir

the record of President Roosevelt's »er

vires, whereby the conclusion of peaco

was made possible. His masterfully con-

ducted work of statesmanship and

humanity will not be forgotten by ths

world."

" Rrokers summoned by telegraph from
resorts scattered over central Europo

crowded the Bourse this morning whin
the opening bell rang, and quotations

began to be marked up. Practically ail

the shares on the list rose except uio*<»

of the dynamite and arms companies
Russian Consols went up three point?

and Russian bank shares Jumped twenty
points, hut later dropped ten point..

Warsaw and Vienna Railroad shares ro»<

ten points and other Russian investment
rose correspondingly."
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Tluii's<htti, September 2\st.

THE RATIFICATION OF
TREATY.

It Is understood that Mr. Ytmau and

Mr. Denison, of the suite of Baron

Koraura, who are now returning from

America, are bringing with thorn the

Treaty of Portsmouth. Th<-se gentlemen

are expected to arrive at Yokohama on

the 4th proximo, and the Treaty will

probably be ratified by ma Majesty and

published on the Gth or 7th proximo. At

the same time an Ordinance will be is-

Riied convoking a special session of Uie

Diet, which it is expected will assemble

at Tokyo toward* the em. of next montu.

JAPANESE FISHERMEN AT
KAMCHATKA.

A Sapporo dispatch states that the

of the Japanese schooner - Jojo-

" arrived at Okkeshl. Hokkaido. OA

the l«th InBtant by the schooner Cbomel-

maru " from Shlroushu in the Kurllc*.

The men report that tueir schooner va
fired upon by the Russians at the mouth

of a river In Kamchatka when one man

was injured. The scuooner and cargo

were seized by the Russian*. The crew,

nine In all. escaped by a boat, and were

picked up by an American scnoont-i,

which landed them at shlmusnu Island.

The telegram omit* to mention the

date of the Incident.

BUSINESS MEN AND THE
I'EACE.

In the future without recourse to che.v,) selves out to attract foreigners and so

encourage travellers, who will now pro-

bably visit the country In increased num-

bers. " It is necessary." wild Mr. Sonoda,

" for the people to remove old prejudice*,

and they must place no barriers

themselves and foreigners. The
and economic administration will hav*

to pass through difficulties, but all

can be overcome if Government and

pie work together."

THE PRINCIPLE ok INDEMNITY.

x Bt ssiAX jraisTs opinion.

further opinions of promineut

commercial men are published regarding

the peace t. rms and trade prospects. Mr

Koyama, the President of the Thirty-

Fourth Hank. Limited, agrees that the

Inadequacy of the peace terms la gene-

rally believed In. but thinks the public

Indignation is largely directed against

the Japanese plenlpottntaries rather than

against ilie peace terms themselves. The

plenipotentiaries. Indeed, appear to have

been entirely outwitted by M. Wltte. sayt

Mr. Koyama The bank president goes

on to point out that It would require a

man of remarkable foresight to forecast

the general prospects of trade In the noai

future. The way will be cleared, how-

ever, when the question of post-builuiti

finance is settled. Involving the launch

of new loan*, either domestic or foreign.

The economic situation is likely to re-

main a puzzle until the Diet Is convoked

and the scheme of the Government madi.

kr.own. Mr. Kovama warmly recom-

mend*. a< a relief to the flnaclal strain,

the Introduction of foreign capital, aa lie

believes H to be quite Impossiote to sue

eanfUltj develop Industry an

money. Domestic money is too dear (or

Buch purposes, and to facilitate the entr;;

of foreign capital the government mo»i

amend all laws and regulations likely to

check capitalists abroad and imixde In

vestment, and. as peace in the Far Ea»*

Is assured for some years to come, grea;

national development must „e the re-sui.

The great field abroad of the Japanese is

In China and Korea. China remains I ln-

only backward or weak country on tne

surface of the globe that is not parti-

tioned up In favour of foreigners, and

with it* enormous store of natural wealta,

It Is an enormous attraction to Ifce

Powers. Japan ha» obtained a dominant

position In China by the war, and now
Is the time for Japanese to make the.

most of the situation. If such an op-

portunity should be lost, Japanese com-

merce may sink <o a hopeless position.

There are many ways of extending Japan-

ese trade In China, but the most ready

is to obtain concessions In Mancnuiia

and develop the mines and other In-

dustries there. Some people, said Mr.

Koyama In conclusion, attach great im-

portance to Korea, but in my opinion the

peninsula, while valuable from a military

point of view. Is not of much value

economically. But Korea is Indlspenj

able to Japan as a connecting link with

Manchuria.

Mr. Sonoda, President of the Fifteenth

or Nobles' Bank, says be Is not in a

position to pass any comment on tttv

peace terms before he has full knowledge

of the details, together with the circum-

stances which led Japan to be content
1

with the terms as published. He recom-
,

mends that even If the terms should be
b(U her pow had ^

unsatisfactory in some respects, the
n)!s , ed and ane reCognlsed that It was

nation should be content, give up agita-

tion, and Join with the government in

forwarding the country's interests. Tuc
Emplre has raised domestic and foreign

loans to the extent of thirteen hundred

million yen. there has been a heavy In

crease of taxation, and tho nation will

M. Martens, one of the Russian dele-

gates and one of the great

on International law, not only of

but of the world, In speaking recently to

an American correspondent at Portsmouth
with reference to the war indemnity de.

manded, said that there was no prece-

dent In history Where a country whose

territory was not occupied in whole or

In part by the enemy had paid war tribute

upon the conclusion of

Russia, M. Martens

not on her

She wanted peace,

but she could go on fighting for yearn.

Japan bad not even approached! the true

Russian frontier.

" Should Russia consent to pay tribute

to Japan In any form." continued the

eminent Jurist. '"
It would be her poli-

tical death. The Powers would Under-

stand that ahe arc

tlon of President Roosevelt not

not receive a yen of Indemnity. ThU
cannot be helped, but the war has bef-n

the means of demonstrating the valour

and the stability of the nation, and this

will prove a great asset in the future.

Foreign capital. Mr. Sonoda believes. Will

flow Into the countr - as a result, and It

will be necessary for the nation to niak.

the best use of Its advantages. The
army and navy and other post-bellum

works must be steadily advanced. First,

however, the Government must dispense

with unnecessary officials, curtail its ex-

penditure where possible, and observe

simplicity in all things. The people mus,

avoid luxury and employ their money in

national industry will require the as

furthering business. The growth of

slstancb of foreign capital, and the Go-

vernment must therefore be careful to

remove all legal obstructions to Its free

entry. The people also must lay them-

Impossible for her to continue the war.

It would mean a public confession that

Russia Is at Portsmouth helplessly

kneeling t efore Japan, imploring peace,

and ready to accept any terms Imposed.

No one will seriously contend that Ui»

Muscovite empire is In any such posi-

tion."

With many Interesting historical ex-

amples. M. Martens then elaborated his

thesis that no country had ever paid

Indemnity except when powerless to con-

front the enemy on the field of battle

and with a large portion of her territory

in the enemy's possession as a hostage.

In 1SM7, he pointed out. when Napoleon

Imposed the peace of Tilsit. French troops

occupied practically all of

the Prussian family had fled to

Russia. France could dictate

She exacted a war indemnity of three

hundred million of dollars and garrisoned

several Prussian towns with Frem'h

troops, at the expense of Prussia. a*, a

guarantee of payment. She required that

the Prussian army should be reduced to

40.000 men. In 1815. when Napoleon «**

annihilated at Waterloo, after the famous
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" inn days." and the second Treaty of

Paris was concluded, the allied Powers
occupying Paris as the Prussians did

later in 1870. Imposed, In addition to

other conditions, a war indemnity of
»5tHt,ii<M),noo. to be paid In five years,

during which time the allied troops were
to hold a portion of French territory.

That sum. however, wbb considerably

reduced by Wellington at Aix la Cha-
pelle. and France completed the pay-

ment of the indemnity in three years.

The largest war Indemnity ever exacted

was Imposed by Prince Bismarck upon

France in 1870. It amounted to

It.nito.ooo.ooo. But Napoleon III. had
fallen. Gamhetta wag powerless. Prus-

sia was at Paris. The Third Republic

succeeded in liquidating the Indemnity

In two years, while according to the

Treaty she had live years' time in which

to pay. In other cases, even where a

portion of the defeated country was oc-

cupied, no indemnity was exacted or

even asked. For instance. Russia In 18S6,

although the Crimean peninsula was oc-

cupied by the Anglo-Franco-Pledmontese

troops, was not asked to pay tribute. Nor
did Austria in 1859, after having been de-

feated by the FrancoPledmontese and

having lost Lomfcardy, or in 18C6. after

having been beaten by Prussia, pay In.

demnlty. Denmark In 18G4 lost Schlas-

wlg-Holsteln to Prussia, but paid no-

thing.

" A new precedent was made by Ame-
rica." added II. Martens, "In her war

with Spain. Athongh victorious and In

a position to claim indemnity she ended
the war on principle and actually paid

l2n.non.nwi to the Madrid Government for

the Philippines.

"But that." he remarked. "«u, aa
the French ssy. to dorrr la pilule."

Independent of all these considers,

tions. M, Martens said Russia's objec-

tion to the payment of an Indemnity,
under no matter what form, came from
the fact 'hat in all her history Bhe never
paid a rouble of tribute to a foreign

Power, not even during the time of her

worst defeats under Peter the Great,

when a larKe portion of the country was
In the hands of the Invader. In conclu-

sion, he called attention to the fact that

to pay an Indemnity to Japan would be

for Russia to create a precedent new
In the world's history.

THE RETURNING ARMIES.

pRiim.KMs \xm tiik hove»nm»-..\t.

The Government l.u* a creat ta^k before

it in the disposal of the troops returning

from Manchuria and the question of

pensions. &e. During the war a number

of new army ill visions were created, and

the question is whether these new divi-

sions will bo maintained or abolished.

In some quarters opinion is In favour of

disbanding these divisions now that

peace is restored. In view of the great

cost of maintenance, but the Government,
It Is raid, holds contrary views. The
authorities believe that at least three-

fourths of the new divisions must bo

maintained, and that the extension of

both army and navy Is Inevitable. This

will undoubtedly form a great question In

the Diet.

As the war has continued for some
nineteen months, most of the men on the

reserve lists who were called out are

now entitled to pension. Among others,

the men of the Hiroshima Division,

which was originally sent out In con.

nection with the Boxer disturbance, are

now fully entitled to the pension. Ac-

cording to the amended Army Pension

Act the amounts per annum receivable

by privates and non-commissioned officers

are as follows :—Second class privates.

Y-tr, : first-class privates. Y'.n ; extra

class privates, Y5.1 ; corporals. Y7n ; ser-

geants. YRO : sergeant-majors, Y?n.

The Home Department, we learn, Is

making inquiries regarding the regula-

tions of various countries for the relief of

wounded soldiers and the families of

men killed, with the object of drawing

up the best system possible. Mr. Yama-
gata. Vlee-Minlster for Home Affairs, has

asked the prefectural Governors to re-

port an the condition of wounded soldiers

and bereaved families, and the bc*t

means for giving these unfortunate peo-

ple employment. The authorities an,

evidently determined to do justice to

those who have a claim upon the country.

Friititti, September 22////.

JAPANESE SHIPOWNERS AND
THE TREATY OF PEACE.

A few months aco, It will be re-

membered, tihe owners of the " Nagoura-

maru " and other Japanese merchant

vessels which were sunk by the Vla-

divostok squadron tiled petitions at the

Foreign Office, asking that damages be

claimed from the Russian Government.

No provision Is made In the Treaty of

Peace relating t > the claims regarding

the lost vessels, and a proposal Is under

consideration among the shipowners to

file a further petition at the Foreign

Office.

ADMIRAL NBB00ATOFF AND
HIS CAPl'AINS.

Admiral Nebogatoff and bis Staff, m
eluding Captain Smirnoff, (not to It;

confounded with General 8mlrnoff) aim

the officer in command of the llagsnlp

" Nlcolal I," all of whom have been dis-

missed the Navy by the Tsar for MP
rendering to the Japanese In the Battle

of the Japan Sea, will probably In »

short time leave Japan. It is reported

that they have now received the formal

notices of dismissal from Russia. On
Wednesday Admiral Nebogatoff and his

staff officers applied to the Minister fj.

War for their release on parole, and this

will probably be granted. The officers are

Interned at Fushlml.

THE PEACE AND THE PEOPLE.

TATION

After an Interval of nearly throe

weeks a second anil-peace meeting bds

held In Tokyo, and, as anticipated,

off without disturbance. Tins

meeting, which was watched closely Oj

the military authorities, took place <:.

the Selyoken Hotel, Uyeno Park, ou

Wednesday. It was well attended by

representatives of municipal and other

public bodies throughout (he counttj.

the attendance numbering about two
hundred. Mr, Kono spoke of the object

of the meeting amid enthusiasm, and
declared thit although It was belltv>d

the Treaty would be ratified, the people

must sllll do their utmost to oppose tu<-

ratification. A Memorial to the Throoe 1

was read, and resolutions from various

localities having been submitted, thiy

were condensed into the following ro-

solutlon. which was carried unani-

mously :
—

to Induce the Cabinet to resign, and to

annul the Peace Treaty by the united

action of the nation Irrespective of

party.

" 2 —Efforts shall be made to indues

members of the Diet to give their as-

sistance towards obtaining this object.

Persons holding opposite views on the

peace question shall not be elected to

the Diet at the next elections.

" 3 —That the union of the people bo

strengthened and efforts made to mani-

fest the national influence and effect

political reforms."

It was also decided to organise \

national association, with headquarte..!

at Tokyo and Osaka.

The meeting dispersed at 8 o'clock in

the evening after a series of Chauvinis-

tic speeches hid been delivered. During
the meeting a battalion of infantry, tlm«
troops of cavalry, and a company of

gendarmes were distributed over the

park. Here and there sentinels could be

seen. In the drlrzlng rain which fell

during (lie
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police and soldiers.

On Wednesday a representation to the

Throne, signed by Mr. Kajlma. M.P. for

Kobe, Mr. Sakural. barriftter. and about

thirty other prominent citizens was for-

warded to Barun Hoaokawa. Chief Privy

Secretary to the Throne. The represen-

tation strongly denounced the

the Imperial Rescript

the war and also in

of the nations will.

THE NAVAL ARMISTICE.

It is reported that a naval agreement

of Armistice was signed at

the Tumen, on tie

17th InBtant, and the agreement Is ex-

pected to be published by the Govern-

ment In a day or two, Admiral Shlma-

mura, it will be remembered, went to

Najlnpo the other d*y In the cruiser

"Iwate." and Admiral Je

pected there by the cruiser

Saturday, Sepitniter *£\rd.

THE NAVAL ARMISTICE.

TERMS AliKEED UK) SI.

The terms of the naval armistice

between Admiral Shlmamura and Ad-

miral Jessen on the 18th InBtant off

Najlnpo. Korea, have been published by

the Naval Staff of the Imperial Head-

quarters. The zone of armistice agreed

upon Includes the sea about the coasts

of the two countries from 56 deg. North

latitude and 142 dag. East longitude to

42 deft. North latitude and 141 deg. East

longitude. The narrowest part of the

Straits of Tartary Is Included In the

tone, and it Is agreed that the war-Bhips

of neither party shall be allowed to

enter the nine of armistice agreed upon

The agreement remains in force during

the term of armistice settled by the pro-

tocol signed between the peace plenipo-

tentiaries at Portsmouth.

Admiral Shlmamura acceded to the ap-

plication of Admiral Jessen for permis-

sion to send a transport from Vladi-

vostok to Petropavlovsk without loss of

time containing provisions and other

dally necessaries for the Inhabitants of

Kamchatka, where provisions are falling

short and communication by steamship

will close in about a fortnight As soon

as the facts were placed before him.

Admiral Shlmamura granted a pass-

port to enable this transport to be sent

to Petropavlovsk.

Admiral Shlmamura returned '.o

Saseho on Wednesday.

ADMIRAL TOGO'S FLAGSHIP.

Admiral Togo arrived at Saseho from

Tokyo on Thursday and hoisted his flag

on the battleship " Shiklshlma."

ADMIRAL NEBOG ATOFF AND
STAFF.

The applications of Admiral Nebogatoff

and Staff, who have been dismissed from

the Russian navy, for their release on

parole, have been granted.

Captain Vaslly Boistman. formerly la

command of the battleship " Peresvlet

"

at Port Arthur, who was Interned at

Matsuyama, died on Wednesday night.

The Captain was not wounded, and. it

la statfcd. died from natural causes.

Sitmlay. September 24///.

THE MILITARY QUARANTINE
STATION AT WAD A.

Lieutenant-Colonel Ozawa. who h*»

been appointed head of th< Mllitaiy

Quarantine Station established at Wadi

Point in connection with the return uf

the local divisions from Manchuria, left

Tokyo on Friday for Kobe.

AMERICAN STEAMER SEIZED.

A bulletin has been Issued by the

Navy Department stating that the squa-

dron sent to th«. North has captured an

American steamer with the curious name

of the " Barakta
"

It is not stated when the seizure took

place.

THE DEPARTUREOF PRISONERS
OF WAR.

It is understoad the Russian prisoners

Interned In Japan will be delivered to

the Russian authorities immediately upon

the ratification of the Treaty of Peace.

The prisoners will probably be received

by the Russian authorities at Kobe,

Yokohama, and Nagasaki, and arrange-

ments are already being made for their

transportation.

Tiasiiittj, Septetnter With.

ARELTER-S telegram of September 22

aays :-

"It is «*ted in St. Petersburg that

Manchuria will only be partially eva-

cuated, and that several Army Corps will

toe left on the

THE BATTLESHIP " RETV1SAN."

Admiral Shlbayama, Commander of the

Port Arthur Admiralty, telegraphs that

the battleship " Retvisan " was raised on

Friday afternoon. The "Retvisan" Is a

vessel of 12,902 tons. She came on: to

Port Arthur about a year before the out-

break of the war, and was the flagship

of the Port Arthur squadron after tie

" Petropavlovsk " was blown up. The

" Retvisan " was built at the Cramp Yarl

in America In 1900.
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Wednesday, September 27th.

THE EVACUATION OF
MANCHURIA.

The Chinese Government. It is reported.

Is of the opinion that eighteen month*,

the estimated time (or the complete eva-

cuation of Manchuria by the Japanese

and Russian troops, la unnecessarily

long. According to a dispatch, the Chi-

nese Minister at Washington has been

instructed to ask for the assistance of

the US. Government in obtaining a re-

duction of this period.

The Emperor of China has Issued a

Rescript ordering the Chinese Govern-

ment to enter upon negotiations with the

Government with the object of

the affairs of Manchuria, the

negotiations to be conducted at Tientsin.

It has 'been privately decided to appoint

Viceroy Yuan Shlkai the representative

of China In the negotiations.

A Washington telegram received in

Tokyo states that China has presented a

protest against the agreement made be-

tween Japan and Russia, by which the

two countries will station troops along

the railways In Manchuria as a guard.

The time given for the evacuation of

THE TSAR'S LAST MESSAGE
TO HIS TROOPS.

Jiji observes that the length of

the Chinese Eastern Railway from Cbang-

chung to Port Arthur, which has been

acquired by Japan Is over 300 miles, anil

the working expenditure of this section

amounts to about ¥220,000 per month,

maintenance costing ¥15 per mile per

day. At present, says the Jiji, It Is very

difficult to obtain a revenue of only

¥120,000 monthly, and by working the

railway, the Japanese Government, at

present, will lose at least ¥100,000 every

month.

THE RETURNING TROOl'S.

nOW THE SEWS or PEACK WAS BJCCEIVED.

On the 1st instant the Tsar sent the

following message to his troops In Man-
churia, announcing the

gratulating them on their

"The negotiations at Portamouth led

on August 18th to • refusal of the de-

mands of the Japanese Government re-

garding the cession of the Island of

Saghallen, the payment of a war Indem-

nity, the surrender of our ahlpa lying in

neutral harbours and limitation of our

forces in the waters of the Pacific Ocean.

After further negotiations, Japan on
August 29th yielded all our condltloi:*.

but asked for the return of that portion

of Saghallen occupied by Japanese troops,

which Is the part held by Japan until

1875 and then ceded by Treaty to Russiu.

" The self-sacrificing army so dear tj

me withstood the assault of a numerically

superior enemy In Manchuria step by

step during nineteen months, obstinately

repulsing his advance. Under your

leadership the army was reorganised and
strengthened by the arrival of troop*

and It Is now greater in

tronger than before. I and
all Russia believe In the strength of my
glorious army and In Its readiness to

sacrifice itself for the good of the father-

land, but my duty to my conscience and

to the people entrusted to me by God
commands me not to again put to the

test the valour of Russian men so dear

to my heart and not to expose them to

fresh and endless horrors of war In order

to retain half of a remote Island which

to us In 187S. and I have

Ht CE EXrK-NDITlBK.

As already reported, it la believed to

be the Intention of the authorities to com-

plete the withdrawal of the whole of the

troops from Manchuria In the space or

six months. The estimated cost of mov-

ing the armies to Japan Is stated to be

the enormous sum of ¥400,000.000.

valour and self-sacrifice.

"Convey this to my dear army. May
'•

It know that I and Russia value the sacri-

fices which It hss made in this severe

war."

There Is nothing In the above messa^?

which justifies the digest sent out fron.

London at the time, which was as fol-

lows :
—

"Japan has yielded to our demands

Under your leadership my self-sacrificing

army was prepared to Inflict upon the
enemy an Important defeat, but my duty
to my conscience and
me to accept the

dltlons."

It ts surprising that such a
could have been

of that given above.

The impression the news created
among the Russian troops Is well shown
In the following telegram from Ounshu-
ling, dsted the 2nd Instant:—
The news of peace as contained In M.

WHte's message to Emperor Nicholas

was communicated to the troops to-day

and produced a good Impression. The
possibility of soon returning

of

M. Wltte. who hss so well de-

le honour and dignity of Russia

In the Far East, saving at the same
time tens of thousanda of Russian Uvea,

particularly valuable to the country at

the moment of awakening to better

things.

The hope wss expressed that the pea'.e

would be laatlng and satisfactory to

both combatants. The opinion here U
K of the eighteen months'

nate to Russia wai due to

M. Witte's energy and firmness.

rlous sources the news of the

t percolated Into the communi-
ties of Kochlatlen and Guashu Pass on
August 31st, but comment wss withheld

pending military sanction for Its publlca-

known or realised to note Its effect. Ar»

tlon, and the news is yet too vaguely

rangements, however, have already been

Instituted for the establishment and
maintenance of a neutral sone between

the armies pending their demoblllaatlon.

The army has bad ample time to no-

lo the Ida* of peace. T»<e

the discussion aa

permit-

ted, and It Is evident that the Idea of

paying an Indemnity was the most un-

welcome of the Jspanese conditions.

The foreign military attaches are ex-

pecting to be recalled and are arranging

for formal leave-taking of the comman-
ders. The industrial and commercial In-

terests dlsorganlaed by the war are al-

ready preparing to resume their enter-

prises.
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Thursday, September 28tk.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF
MANCHURIA.

The Department of AgTlculiuro and

Commerce has decided to dispatch a

commirsion to Manchuria to report on

the amount of public works that should

he undertaken. The mission leaves Tokyo
|

in a few days.

DEPARTURE OF ADMIRAL
NEBOGATOFF.

Admiral Nebogatoff, and tlx. CapUino
late In command of tin " Nlcolal I,."

" Apnikslne." and " Seniavine " who
were interned In the Mynholn Temple 'it

Kyoto, and released on Tuesday, arrived

In Kobe, en route to Shanghai on Tuts-

day evening. The French Consul received '

the officers, who stayed the night at the

Hotel de Paris and left by the P. A 0.

steamer " Nubia " yesterday morning for

Shanghai.

THK " RETVISAN " RE-NAMKD.

The battltihlp " Retvlsan," which was

refloated on Friday last In Port Arthur

harbour, ha* been re-named the "Hizeo'

Saturday, September ZOth.

THE CAPTURED OFFICERS OK
THE " SAUO-MAUU."

IlKIIJf ACCOl.>T OF KXI"KKIKN< KB.

As already reported after ejmc twelve

months spent in Siberian and Russian
military prisons, (he four lirltish officers

captured In Skrydloff's sortie from Vla-

divostok last year have returned to Ens-
land. They are Captain Anderson, of

the " Sado-maru," Chief Officer Drinr.

Chief Engineer William Kerr, and First

Carmlchnel. Mr. Kerr, the cbltf

r, gave a description of the cap-

ture of tbe " Sado " and the aubaequenl

adventures of himself and his companion*

to a London newspaper. Seven days la

a cabin of the " Rurik." with portholes

closed, gave the officers their Drat taste

of prison life. They were only allowci

on deck for an hour a day, but otherwise

not treated unkindly. On the seventh

day. having then been In Vladivostok har-

bour two days, all the prisoners wera
dispatched by train to Harbin.

Tomsk was retched on July 12th. Hare
the " Sado-maru " men Joined the crew

of the " Kinshlu-maru." the vessel sunk
in April, and lor to days the whole C8

of them were herded In one large room at

the Military Club. Tbe Japanese learned

Russian, and the English played games
in the prison yard from six to nine every

evening. To Pensa. in Russia, the cap-

tives were next taken, but only to on

divided into groups of 10 and further dis-

tributed, the Russians, Mr. Kerr beilevcs.

desiring to encourage recruiting by a

show of captives. Mr. Kerr and his com
panions. with Captain Sakauii and five

other Japanese, were Bent to Kalonta,

eight hours by rail from Moscow. Here
life at first was pleasant, but spoiled

afterwards by a fiery General, who, find-

ing that his officers were loo friendly

with the enemy, closed the club and
garden* to them. At last, in November,
the prisoners were drafted to Medwied. a
military depot, 80 miles south of St.

Petersburg, in which Russia has collected

1.700 prisoners of all sorts.

At last, on July 30th, they were tola

that they were free, On August 5th thej

received their passports, and on the 9th

they crossed the German frontier. "We
left behind us (wo Britishers.- said Mr.

Kerr, "two Americans, and one Nor-

wegian, all harmless seal hunters can-

lured out of Japanese scaling schooners.

THE PRISOXKRS AND RETURN-
ING SOLDI IS KS.

The Russian prisoners Interned at

Fukuoka, Kurnme, Kumamolo and

Kokura, will embark at Nagasaki, wbcu
arrangements are completed for sending

them home. The Kynsbu Railway Com-
pany has received instructions from the

authorities to make preparations to pro-

vide trains for the transport of the Rus-

sians to Nagasaki. The Russians in-

terned at the three places mentioned

number 13.810 in all. If 500 men are

rarrled by a train. 25 trains will be re-

quired to convey the whole number. At
trains for conveying the Russians must
be run In such a way as not to interfere

with the ordinary passenger service of

trains. It will be impossible for the com-

pany to run more than two trains a day,

and so It will take twelve or thirteen

days to complete the transportation of

all the prisoners Interned In Kyushu.

A Hiroshima dispatch states that the

Saghallen Army under General Hara-

guchi returned to Hiroshima between the

23rd and the 26th Instant. General Hara-

guehl arrived at Aoraori on MonJay
night. He Is expected to arrive at Hiro-

shima on about the 5th of next month to-

gether with General Takenouchl and

Nalto.

A number of soldiers have also returned

to Kanaxawa from Saghallen.

Lleut.-General Haraguchl arrived at

Tokyo yesterday.

THE " SCOTSMAN " CASE.

We understand that the appeal agaltut

the decision condemning (ho Brlti-b

steamer " Scotsman." captured some
months ago. has been dismissed by the

Higher Prlxe Court at Tokyo.

The seizure of this steamer has been

the subject of strong comment, and the

decision to confiscate It, although finil

as far as (he Courts in Tokyo are con-

cerned, is hardly likely to be accepted

by the owners without further

Sunday, October l*t.

A LONDON dispatch of September 28

to (he Chronicle says :
—

M. Witt* arrived in St. Petersburg t>
day and met with an enthusiastic public

reception.

GENERAL HARAGUCHI IN
TOKYO.

Lieut-General Haraguchl, Commander
jf the Saghallen Army, and staff, with

Major-Oenerals Nalto and Takeuchl. re-

turned to Tokyo on Friday from Sag-

hallen. The efflcerB arrived at Cyeno

Station on Friday morning, and wer*

' met by Viscount Tanaka. Minister for
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the Imperial Household ; General Tera-

uchl. Minister for War ; Admiral Ito.

Chief of Naval Staff ; Admiral IJuln,

Assistant-Chief ; General Nagaoka, As-

sistant-Chief of the Army Staff ; Baron

Sense. Governor of Tokyo, and a large

number of other officials and officers.

General Haragucht and his party drove

to the Army Staff headquarters amid the

enthuslatlc ovatlonB of the crowd. In

the afternoon the General and othor

officers were received In audience by the

Emperor.

THE JAPANESE PRISONERS IN

RUSSIA.

The number of Japanese prisoners In-

terned In Russia 1b estimated bv the

Japanese authorities to be 1,629. and of

these 882 have been reported to the

Japanese Government by the Russian

Prisoners' Bureau. Besides the Russian

official list, 78 officers and men. and 143

non-combatants are known to be pri-

soners in Russia by their personal

letters. It is believed that no less than

514 officers and men are not Included in.

the Russian returns.

Tftttrsday, Octoltcr M.

der date Oct. 4 :—

Baron Komura and Mr. Sato have

salted from Vancouver for Japan on the

" Empress of India."

THE RETURN INO TKOOPS.

The first batch of troops returning

from Manchuria is expecte I to arrive at

Wada Point. Kobe, early next month. Mr.

Dol. one of the head officials In the City

Office, who recently visited Hiroshima

and MoJI to observe the preparations

made at those places for the reception of

the troops, returned on Monday night.

The Kobe Municipality has abandoned

the proposal to present small gifts to the

troops arriving at Kobe, and has decided

to build a triumphal bridge over the

Myogo Canal which will be crossed by

the troops. For this purpose and other

necessary expenditure, the Municipal

Assembly yesterday voted ¥15.000.

Frpjgg, October (»///.

THE TREATY OF PEACE.

MEETING OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL.

On Wednesdsy morning the Privy

Council met in the east chamber of the

Palace In the presence of bis Majesty tho

Emperor. The Ministers of State were

also present

The business considered by the

Council was the Treaty of Peace and

also the withdrawal of the Law of Siege

In Nagasaki, Saseho, Tsushima, and the

Hokkaido. The Council approved the

questions before It, and Marquis Ito.

President of the Council, having reported

to his Majesty, the Council rose at noon.

Mr. Yamaza. Director of the Political

Affairs Bureau In the Foreign Office, who
accompanied Baron Komura to America,

was expected at Tokyo yesterday with the

text of the Treaty signed at Portsmouth.

A copy was placed before the Privy

Council on Wednesday in order to ex-

pedite the rafiflcatlon of the Treaty. Im-

mediately upon the arrival of Mr.

rwwim, the text of the Treaty will be

presented to his Majesty the Emperor,
and the ratification will be forwarded to

the United States Ambassador at St.

Petersburg through the French Minister

in Tokyo.

Upon the conclusion of the meeting

of the Privy Council Marquis Ito had an
andience lasting about two hours with

the Emperor, at the command of his

Majesty.

A report says It was generally an-

ticipated that the Peace Treaty would
create heated discussion when before the

Privy Council, but contrary to expecta-

tion, there was no discussion whatever.

It is stated that when the Premier re-

ported the details of the negotiations to

the Council at a previous sitting full ex-

planations were given and each Councillor

then expressed himself. In the opinion

of the Privy Council If the ratification of

the Treaty was refused by Japan, It

would shatter the faith of the world In

Treaty must be ratified. It was not con-

sidered advisable to discuss the Trcaty
In the presence of the Emperor, and
hence at Wednesday's Council It was
at once approved.

An anti-peace meeting which was to

be held In Tokyo yesterday w-as

abandoned, the promoters wisely con-

sidering it useless to protest further

since the Treaty has le>n approved by
the Privy Council.

Saturtltiy. October 1th.

THE TEXT OF THE TREATY, once driven to the station, the route be-
" ing lined by police. At Yokohama he

ARRIVAL AT TOKVO. .
'

wax met by the Vlce-Mini«ter for Foreign
A chill reception was aecorJed the Affairs, and at Shlmbanhi a number of

bearer of the text of the Treaty of Peace hlsh officials were awaiting him at the
when he arrived In Tokyo on Wednes- station, and also the British Minister

foreign gentlemen. Mr. Yama/.aday- Mr. Yamaza landed from the and
'Dakota" at Yokohama, and Immediately driven to the

Office, the ruute being linej by troops

a few paces apart. No reception what-
ever waa given the dispatch bearer Uy
ihi public, nor waa there the slightest

show of hostility. The Mlcnee was lu

gieil contrast to the ovst on Mr. Yamaza
received when ho deputed for Amert a

two months ago.
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Sunday, Octolter Sth.

ADMIRAL KATAOKA'S
SQUADRON.

In * dispatch which reached the Im-

perial Headquarter* on Wednesday after-

noon, Admiral Kataoka. Commander ot

the Japanese Squadron In the North I

Pacific, states :

—

" A wlrelesa telegraphic report nt
received at 7.40 thla morning (4th)

that a Russian steamer had oven seen

proceeding eastwards. A warship was

, sent to examine the vessel, which was

overtaken at 1.30 p.m. la the vicinity of

the Cape Anlwa (Cape Slretoko). The

steamer proved to be the Government

transport " Annan." and as she carried

a passport Issued by Admiral Shlmamura

and no contraband of war except provi-

sions, she was released."

Tuesday. October 10, A.

8TEAMEKS SEIZED n TSUSHIMA
STRAITS.

THE SUNKEN VESSELS AT
PORT ARTHUR.

THE FORCES IN MANCHURIA.

According to the latest news from the

front, the Russian army on the fighting

line between Changchung and Ktrln Is

making preparations for withdrawal and

the transport of the reserves has already

been begun. General Llnevltch remain*

at Kungchullng.

JAPANESE NAVAL PROGRAMME

Shortly before the outbreak of the war.

the Japanese Navy Department adopted

a programme by which three battleships,

three armoured cruisers, and two pro-

tected cruisers were to be completed In

ten years. It Is now stated that the naval

authorities have decided to build two

more battleships, two armoured cruisers,

and twenty-five destroyers. This scheme

is now being organised. The expense ot

construction will be borne by the War
Fund.

In a dispatch which was received at

the Imperial Headqturte.-g on Saturday

Admiral Tsunoda, Coiauunder of the

Takeshikl Naval Station, reports :—
" A war-ship examined atd seized in

the western waterway of Tsushima
Straits the Norwegian AUamer "Am-
helm " (?) on her way to Vladivostok.

Admiral Uriu, commuder of the

Second Division of tho Imperial Fleet,

in a dispatch received at the Imperial

Headquarters on Saturday, slates that

one of his ships examined and captured

neir the eastern waterway of Tsushima

Straits on Saturday afternoon the Ger-

man steamer " Kaii " (1.326 tons) on
her way to Nlcolaievak.

Admiral Shlhavama. Commander of the

Port Arthur Admiralty, reports that the

Russian gun-boat " Galuamak " was
raised from the bottom of Fort Arthur
harbour on Saturday afternoon. Pump-
ing was commenced in the morning.

PARTITION OK SAGHA LI EN.

The delimitation of the frontier of

Saghallen will he settled by a Russo-

Japanese commission as soon a 5 possible

after the exchange of the ratifications of

the Treaty of Peace, it Is expected, as
r>0 degrees North longitude is the bouc-

dary. that the work of delimitation will

be very simple, the only ceremony being

Thins,!,,,,. Oct. 12///.

GERMAN VESSELS SEIZED.

A dispatch from Admiral Uriu. in

command of the second division of t>«-

Imperial Fleet, which was published yes-

terday by the Naval Staff of the Impeilai

Headquarters cays :
—

" The German steamers ' M. Strove 1

(1.852 ton*) and "Hans Wagner' (1.51)6

tons) were captured on Tuesday after-

noon near the Korean Channel on their

to

Russia agreed upon at the peace con-

ference was eighteen months from the

date of the exchange of ratifications of

the Treaty of Peace. The Japanese Go-

vernment, however, has decided to ex-

pedite the transport ind complete the

evacnatlon In mach less time, in Justice

to China. The Japanese are stated to be
In a position to complete the evacuation

m Rlx

THE RETURN OF THE TROOPS.

A. JTVOIC TRANSPOBT WnrsTAKlWO.THE PENDING EVACUATION
OF MANCHURIA.

I It Is understood that the War Office Is

The time limit for the evacuation of now prepared to commence the withdraw.
Manchuria by the armies of Japan and a! of the forces In Manchuria at a

moment's notice, and Is waiting orders

from the Imperial Headquarters. Opera-

tions m ill probably be begun Immediately
upon the exchange of the ratifications of

the Treaty of Peace.

An enormous expenditure will be neces-

sary before the work of withdrawal Is

completed. It is estimated that some
¥380,000,000 will cover the amount re-

quired to land each division at Its barracks

In Japan, and the further expenditure re-

quired for bringing home the reserves

will make the total exceed ¥500.000,000.

On Wednesday, Mr. Uchida, Director of

the Marine Bureau. Issued Instructions to

the owners of steamers to the effect that

the transport of troops would soon be

started and steamers might be i
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be thoroughly disinfected and particu-

larly all rodents destroyed lest they

should Introduce the infection of plague

from Otilna. On the Tokaldo Railway

ten military train* will be run dally, and

thla will entail eome alteration In the

ordinary train services.

The returning troops will undergo

medical examination at three quarantine

(Mojl). and Wada Point, Kobe. The total

force returning will be about 800,000,

including non-combatants. Half of theae

will be landed at NinoBfa

stations—Ninoshlma (near UJIna). Dalrl 1 each at Dalrl and Kobe.

Friday, October IStk.

I CHRONICLE telegram from London,

October 10th, says :
—

General Stoessel. with Generals Foek

and Relsa. are reported to have been dis-

missed from the army as the result of

the courtmartlal held on their conduct.

September says :
" Suffering from the I martial which has been trying the General

disgrace and humiliation to which he for misconduct while In command of

has been submitted since his return
j
Port Arthur has not yet concluded it*

home. General Stoeasel. the defender of

Port Arthur, has been afflicted by a

stroke of paralysis. He has recovered

from the shock, but bis condition is

[A San Francisco messige of the 30th regarded as precarious. The court-

hearings. Doubtless the strain Imposed

on the General in appearing before the

courtmartlal day by day and in facing

probable degradation has told upon his

strong constitution."]

Sunday. (Hnhrr l.VA.

i SPECIAL telegram to the Chronicle
** from Tokyo, Octoher Hth. reads :

—
His Majesty the Emperor having rati-

ne;! the Treaty of Peace t-nday. this fact

was communicated to the Russian Go-

vernment through the U.S. Ambassador

at St. Petersburg. The Tsar was also

I

experted to ratify the Treaty t>-day. and

J

rhe ratification is exnerted to be eommuni-
1 cated to the Tokyo Government either

to-day or to-morrow through the French

Minister. The Treaty of Peace will then

take full affect, and the text of the Treaty

will lie at once published in an extra to

the Official Gawtte together with an Im-
perial Rescript.

The work of the withdrawal of the

troops from Manchuria will be bejoin on
Monday, and the departments and others

to be engaged In the transport of the

Informed to this effect.

Tuesday. October 17///.

A REUTER telegram dated

October 15th, reads :
—

The ratifications of the Treaty of

Peace between Japan and Russia were

at Washington

THE TSAR'S MESSAGE TO
COUNT WTTTE.

A telegram received by the Foreign

Office states that In conferring upon M.

Wltte the dignity of Count, on October

1Mb. the Tsar Issued a Message which

in substance Is as follows :—
" The peaceful development of the

Empire of Russia being our earnest wish,

we accepted the advice of tne President

of the United States concerning the meet-

ing of the Plenipotentiaries of the two

hostile countries to ascertain whether it

was not possible (o avert by some means
the calamity of a protracted war. which

heavy sacrifice to the two|

We appointed you to visit

America as Our principal plenipotentiary

with power to enter upon negotiations

at once If the terms of peace proposed by

Japan were acceptable. You have

tlsted preparatory terms, and In

Ing the Treaty of Peace you have acted

In strict accordance with Our wishes and

discharged your duty to our full satis-

faction In every respect. You have well

upheld the cause of Russia, maintained

the dignity due to the plenipotentiary of

Russia, and. while declaring that It waa
Impossible for the Russian Government
to act eit any condition at variance either

with the patriotism of the Russians or

prejudicial to the Important interests of

Russia, you have acknowledged the vic-

tory of the enemy In due measure, and
made appropriate concessions. You have

refused, in observance of Our command,
the reimbursement of the war expenses

In any form whatever, and agreed to re-

trocede only the half of Saghallen which

waB In the possession of Japan until

1875. The work of the restoration of

peace in the Far East has now come to

a successful conclusion, to the universal

advantage. We esteem your personal

ability and experience aa a statesman
ami herewith confer upon you the spe-

cial title of a Count of Russia In return

for the distinguished services you have

to the

THE TREATY OF PEACE.

OFFICIAL TEXT PUBLISHED IN
TOKYO.

The Treaty of Peace having been rati-

fled, the official text of the Treaty was
published on the 1Bth Inst, by an "extra"
to the OMrial Gazette together with an
Imperial Rescript.

THE SEIZURE OK AMERICAN
STEAMERS.

bights or smuu,

A dispatch to the Imperial Head-
quarters from Admiral Kataoka, In com-
mand of the squadron sent to the North,

states tbat the American steamer "Cen-
tennial." 1.075 tons, wsb seised by a war-
ship In Soya Straits on Thursday, while
on her way to Vladivostok.

With regard to the seizure recently of
two other American steamers the Timet
marine insurance correspondent, writing;

on the 6th ult.. says :

—

"The American steamer ' Montar*/

Digitized by Google



366 1)1AKY OK THK RUHSO-JAHAN K»K WAR lOctober 17th, M05.

seized by the Japanese, has been com-

mitted for trial. She was ,arrested on

the alleged ground of being used for

the benefit of the enemy. She had

on board sugar, tobacco, and coul

(part of her outward cargo of stores),

and 1.4<H) tons of furs and skins (homo-

ward canto). It Is difficult to see any

' Australia- and
' Montara.' As I have already stated,

they were engaged In the ordinary fur

trade, and their work was to take out

stores from the I'nlted States to Kam-
rhatkan ports and to bring home skins.

They were trading to Russian territory,

anil to this extent ' for the benefit ' of

Japan's enemy ; but the whole point of

good grounds for the of the the Declaration of Paris, to which

assented, was to exempt vesaels

In such ordinary trade with a belligerent

from the risks of rapture. Unless some
more potpnt cause for arrest Is shown,

the action of the Japanese In these cases

will make a most unfavourable Impres-

sion her*-, and strengthen the view—al-

ready too widely held—that the Japanese

care nothing for the commercial right*

of neutrals."

Thursday, Octolxr lflr7*.

THE RATIFIED TREATY OF
PEACE.

OFFICIAL TEXT IX ENGLISH.

We publish below the official text In

English of the Treaty of Peace, which,

together with the official French text,

was ratified by the Emperor of Japan

and the Tsar of Russia on the 14th Inst.

The following Is the English text :—

His Majesty the Empebob or Japan on

the one part, and His Majesty the Em-

rxKoa or All the Rcsriab on the other

part, animated by the desire to restore

the blessings of peace to Their countries

and peoples, Have resolved to conclude

a Treaty of Peace, and have, for this pur-

pose, named Their Plenipotentiaries, that

Is to say :—
His Majesty the Emperor of Japan-

Ills Excellency Baron Komuba Jctabo,

;wanni, Grand Cordon of the Imperial

Order of the Rising Sun, HIb Minister

for Foreign Affairs, and

His Excellency M. Takahiba Kocobo,

Jutammi, Grand Cordon of the Imperial

Order of the Sacred Treasure, His En-

voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-

tentiary to the United States of America;

and

His Majesty the Emperor of All the

His Excellency M. Seh»;e Wittr, His

Secretary of State and President of the

Committee of Ministers of ihe Empire of

Russia, and

His Excellency Baron Romas Rosen,

Master of the Imperial Court of Russia

and His Ambassador Extraordinary and

Plenipotentiary to the United States of

America ;

Who, after having exchanged their full

cowers, which were found to be In good

and due form, have concluded the follow-

ing Articles :

ARTICLE l.-There shall henceforth

be peace and amity between Their Majes-

ties the Emperor of Japan and the Em-
peror of All (he Russia* and between

Their respective States and subjects.

ARTICLE II.—The Imperial Russian

Government, acknowledging that Japan

possesses Iti Korea paramount political,

military, and economical Interests, en-

gage neither to obstruct nor Interfere

with the measures of guidance, protec-

tnd control which the Imperial Go-

vernment of Japan may llml it neces-

sary to take in Korea.

It Is understood that Russian subjects

In Korea shall be treated exactly In the

same manner as the subjects or citizens

of other foreign Powers, that Is to say.

they shall be placed on the same footing

as the subjects or citizens of the most

favoured nation.

It Is also agreed that. In order to avoid

all cause of misunderstanding, the two

High Contracting Parties will abstain, on

the

any military

the security of Russian or Korean terri-

tory.

ARTICLE III—Japan and Russia

mutually engage

:

1.—To evacuate completely and simul-

taneously Manchuria except the territory

affected by the lease of the Llaotung

Peninsula, in conformity with the pro-

visions of additional Article I. annexed

to this Treaty ; and

J.—To restore entirely and completely

to the exclusive administration of China

all portions of Manchuria now In the oc-

cupation or under the control of the

Japanese or Russian troops, with the

exception of the territory above men-
tioned.

The Imperial Government of Russia de-

clare that they have not in Man-
churia any territorial advantages or pre-

ferential or exclusive concessions In Im-

pairment of Chinese sovereignty or incon-

sistent with the principle of equal oppor-

tunity.

ARTICLE IV.—Japan and Russia re-

ciprocally engage not to obstruct any gene-

ral measures common to all countries,

which China may take for the develop-

ment of the commerce and Industry of

Manchuria.

ARTICLE V.-The Imperial Russian

Government transfer and assign to the

Imperial Government of Japan, with the

consent of the Government of China, the

leafe of Port Arthur. Tallen. and adja-

cent territory and territorial waters, and

all rights, privileges, and concessions con-

nected with or forming part of such lease,

and they also transfer and assign to the

Imperial Government of Japan all public

works and propeitlcs In the territory

affected by the above mentlonel lease.

The two High Contracting Parties

mutually engage to obtain the consent of

the Chinese Government mentioned In

the foregoing stipulation.

The Imperial Government of Japan on
their part undertake that the proprietary

rights of Russian subject* m the territory-

above referred to shall be perfectly re-

spected.

ARTICLE VI.—The Imperial Russian
Government engage to transfer and as-

sign to the Imperial Government of
Japan, without compensation and with
the consent or the Chinese Government,
the railway between Chang-cbun (Knan-
cheng-tzu) and Port Arthur and all Its

branches, together with all rights, pri-

vileges, and properties appertaining
thereto In that region, as well as all coal

mines In the said region belonging to

or worked for the benefit of the railway.

The two High Contracting Parties
mutually engage to obtain the consent of
the Government of China
the foregoing stipulation.

ARTICLE VII—Japan
gago to exploit their respective railways

In Manchuria exclusively for

and Industrial purposes and In no
for strategic purposes.

It Is understood that that restriction

does not apply to the railway in the

territory affected by the lease of the

Llaotung Peninsula.

ARTICLE VIII—The Imperial Govern-

ments of Japan and Russia, with a view

to promote and facilitate

traffic, will, as soon a

a separate convention for the

of their connecting railway services In

Manchuria.

ARTICLE IX.—The Imperial Russian

Government cede to the Imperial Go-

vernment of Japan In perpetuity and full

sovereignty, the southern portion of the

Island of Sashallen and all Islands ad-

jacent thereto, and all public works and

properties thereon. The fiftieth degree

of North latitude is adopted as the north-

ern boundary of the ceded territory. The

exact alignment of such territory shall

be determined in accordance with the

provisions of additional Article II. an-

nexed to this Treaty.

Japan and Russia mutually agree not

to construct in their respective possessions

on the Island of Saghallen or the adja-

cent Islands, any fortifications or other

similar military works. They also re-

not to take any mitl-
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tary measure* which may Impede the free

navigation of the Strait* of La Perouse
and Tartary.

ARTICLE X.-lt l» reserved to the

Russian subject*, inhabitant* of the terri-

tory reded to Japan, to Bell their real

property and retire to their country
;

but. If they prefer to remain In the
ceded territory, they will lie main-
tained and protected In the full ex-

ercise of their industries and rights of

property, on condition of submitting
to Japanese laws and Jurisdiction.

Japan shall have full liberty to withdraw
the right of residence in. or lo deport

from, such territory, any Inhabitants who
labour under political or administrative

disability. She engages, however, that

the proprietary rights of such Inhabitants

shall he fully respected.

ARTICLE XI - Russia engages to ar-

range with Japan for granting to Japan-
ese subjects rights of fishery along the

coasts of the Russian possessions In the

Japan, Okhotsk, and Behrlng Seas.

It i K agreed that tho foregoing engage-

ment shall not affect rights already be-

longing to Russian or foreign subject*

In those regions.

ARTICLE XII —The Treaty of Com-
merce and Navigation between Japan and
Russia having been annulled by the war,

the Imperial Governments of Japan and
Russia engage to adopt n s the basis of

their commercial relations, pending the

conclusion of a new treaty 0f commerce
and navigation on the basis of the Treaty

which was In force previous to the pre-

sent war. the system of reciprocal treat-

ment on the footing of the most-favoured

nation, in which are Included import and

export duties. Customs formalities, tran-

sit and tonnage dues, and the admission

and treatment of the agents, subjects, and
vessels of one country In the territories

of the other.

ARTICLE XIII —As soon as possible

after the present Treaty comet Into force,

all prisoners of war shall be reciprocally

restored. The Imperial Governments of

Japan and Russia shall each appoint a

special Commissioner to take charge of

prisoners. All prisoner* In the hands of

one Government shall be delivered to and
received by the Commissioner of the

other Government or by his duly au-

thorised representative. In such conve-

nient number* and at such convenient

porta of tho delivering State as

such delivering State shall notify In ad-

vance to the Commissioner of the re-

ceiving State.

The Governments of Japan and Russia

shall present to each other as soon as

possible after the delivery o? prisoners

ha* been completed, a statement of the

direct expenditure? respectively Incurred

by them for the care and maintenance of

prisoner* from the date of capture or sur-

render up to the time of death or de-

livery. Russia engages to repay to

Japan, as soon as possible after the ex-

change of the statements as above pro-

vided, the difference between the actual

amount ro expended by Japan and the

actual amount similarly disbursed by

Russia.

ARTICLE XIV.—'
shall be ratified by Their Majesties the

Emperor of Japan and the Emperor of All

the Russlas. Such ratification shall, with
as little delay as possible and In any case

not later than fifty days from the date

of the signature of the Treaty, lie an-

nounced to the Imperial Governments of

Japan and Russia respectively through
the French Minister in Tokyo and the '

Ami idnr of i he Enltf | States 11.

Saint-Petersburg, and from the date of

the later of im h announcements this

Treaty shall In all Its parts come Into

full force

The formal exchange of the ratifications

shall take plate at Washington as soon

as passible.

ARTICLE XV.—The present Treaty

shall be signed In duplicate In both the

En-'llsh and French languages. The
texts are In absolute conformity, but In

case of discrepancy In interpretation, the

Flench text shall prevail.

In witness whereof the respective Pleni-

potentiaries have signed and affixed their

veals to the present Treaty of Peace.

Done at Portsmouth (Xew Hampshire)

this fifth day of the ninth month of

the thirty-eighth year of Meljl, corre-

spondtng to the twenty-third day of

August (fifth September N.S.) one thou-

sand nine hundred and five.

SERGE WITTB.
ROSEN.
JITARO KOMIRA.
K. TAKAHIRA.

SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT.

In conformity with the provisions of

Articles III. and IX. of the Treaty of

Peace between Japan and Russia of

this date, the undersigned Plenipoten-

tiaries have concluded the following

additional Articles:—

t, To Article III.-The Imperial Go-

vernments of Japan and Russia mutually

engage to commence the withdrawal of

their mll:t»ry forces from tho territory

of Manchuria simultaneously and im-

mediately after the Treaty of Peace
comes Into operation ; and within a

period of eighteen months from that

date, the Armies of the two countries

shall be completely withdrawn from

Manchuria, except from the

territory 0 t the Li

The forces of the two

cupylng the front

nrft withdrawn.

The Hlsh Contracting Parties reserve

to themselves the right to maintain

guards to protect their respective railway

lines in Manchuria. The number of such

guards shall net exceed fifteen per

kilo-netre. and within that maximum
number the Commander* of tho Japanese

and Russian Arm'ci shall, by common
accord, fix the number of such guards to

he employed, as small as possible having

In view the actual requirement*.

The Commande-s of the Japanese and

Russian forces In Manchuria shall agree

upon the details of the evacuation In

conformity with the above principles,

and shall take by common accord the

to carry out the]

evacuation as

any case not later than the period of
eighteen months.

II. To Article IX —As soon as possible

after the present Treaty come* Into force,

a Commission of Delimitation, composed
of an equal number of members to be

appointed respectively by the two High
Contracting Parties, shall on the spot

mark In a permanent manner the exact

boundary between the Japanese and
Russian possessions on the Island of

Saghalien. The Commission shall be
bound, so far as topographical considera-

tions permit, to follow the nrtleih paraltel

of North latitude as the boundary line,

and in case any deflections from that

line at any points are found to be

necessary, compensation will be made by
correlative deflections at other points.

It shall also be the duty of the said

Commission to prepare a list and de-

scription of the adjacent Islands Included

in the cession, and Anally the Commission

shall prepare and sign map* showing

the boundaries of the ceded territory.

The work of the Commission shall be

subject to the approval of the HUh Con-

tracting Parties.

The foregoing additional Articles are

to be considered as ratified with the

ratification of the Treaty of Peace to

which they are annexed.

Portsmouth, the 5th day. 9th month,

nsth year of Meiji. corresponding to the

23rd August (5th September N.S.) 1905.

SERGE W1TTE.
ROSEN.
JtTARO KOMURA.
K. TAKAHIRA.

IMPERIAL RESCRIPTS.

EMPEROR'S MESSAGE TO THE
NATION.

The following Imperial Rescript was

Issued simultaneously with the official

text of the Treaty of Peace :
—

"We have always deemed It essential

to good International relations and made

It Our constant aim to maintiin peace In

the Extreme East, assuring the security

of Our Empire and manifesting Our Im-

jolley. Unhappily We came to

war with Russia last year, a course

which could not be avoided In the

protection of Our Realm. Ever since

the commencement of hostilities, the

officers and men of Our Army and Navy

have worked strenuously in Our de-

fence at home and abroad, and have

achieved a lasting success, while Our

competent authorities of 'lie Government

and the Imperial Diet have well dis-

charged their duties and advance! Our

work, successfully conducting matter* re-

lating to warfare and home and foreign

affairs in accordance with the require-

ments of time and circumstances. Our

subjects observed fnitallty In their

living and diligence In their business.

They bore the financial burden with

patience and amply supplied the War
Fund. The whole nation as one upheld

the great work and manifested the
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and glory o( Our Empire to the l

This can only b« due to the help

of the Founder of Our Imperial Ances-

tors, but aoch cannot be achieved without

the loyal service of Our officials and offi-

cers and all Our subjects In serving the

THE RATIFICATION OF THK
TBBATY OF PEACE.

"By the campaign, extending over

twenty months, the status of Our Empire

has been secured and the national in-

terests have been extended. We have

made It Our constant and earnest aim

to establish a stale of thine* which would

ensure peace, and it Is entirely against

Our wishes to continue warfare to the

bitter end and Butter the people long to

remain afflicted under the sword.

" A few weeks ago the President of the

United States. from humanitarian

motives, advised the Governments of the

two countries, Japan and Russia, to open

negotiations for peace. We highly es-

teemed the advice, and accepted It, and

appointed Our plenipotentiaries to con-

duct the negotiations. Subsequently fre-

quent conferences were held between the

plenipotentiaries of the two countries,

•nd the Russian Government showed its

willingness to accept Our demands In

regard to Our object in the war and the

questions essential to the

of peace in the Par Bast, and so to

elude peace. The terms of

upon by Our plenipotentiaries are found

to tie compatible with Our wishes, and

We have therefore approved and ratified

them. Having now obtained peace and

glory. We are pleased to see that We are

able to respond to Our Imperial Ances-

tors on the one band and to leave the

great achievement to Our posterity on

the other. May We share the honour

with the multitude of Our subjects and

enjoy the happiness of peace in common
with the Powers permanently. Russia

has now renewed the Treaty of Amity

and Is once more a friendly country.

The nation must now restore Its friend-

ship and good neighbourliness and pro-

mote more than ever cordial relations

between the two countries.

" The progress of affairs In the world

never ceases, and the administration of

State affairs, domestic and foreign, does

not permit of neglect even for a day. It

even in time of peace, when arms are

laid down, and to Improve the administra-

tion and education of the people alter

victory. Only by this constant readiness

can the national glory and the prosperity

of the State be maintained for all time.

The people must now guard themselves

against vainglorious conduct, which will

beget a spirit of Insolence and Indolence.

All Our subjects are commanded to ob-

serve Our wishes, exert themselves In

their business, and so strengthen the

foundations of the Empire, its wealth and

Its strength.

[iMrnuAL Sioit Manual. Parvr Scau]

by all the Ministers of

The procedure of the ratification of the

Peace Treaty Is described as follow* :
—

The Japanese Government communicated

Information of the ratification to the

United States Government through the

Japanese Minister, and it was transmitted

to Russia by the American Government.

In Russia the ratification by the Tsar

was communicated to the French Govern-

ment through the Minister there, and it

was transmitted to Japan by the French

Government. In such way written in-

formation of the ratification was delivered

and received. The Treaty of Peace goee

Into effect from the moment of ratifica-

tion. A question arises owing to the

difference of the time In both countries.

If Russia received written information

from Japan at 10 a.m. and Japan received

It from Russia at 3 p.m., then the Treaty

of Peace goes Into effect at 3 r.sc. At

which time the Japanese Government re-

ceived the ratification.

The Japanese Minister at Peking on

Monday informed Prince Chlng of the

ratification of the Treaty of Peace.

Prince Chlng. after expressing his con-

gratulations, observed that the questions

relating to Korea would be peacefully

settled with Japan later on.

Foreign Office at Peking has is-

telegraphic instructions to the

Viceroys and Governors-General to at-

tend a Council to be held on Tuesday in

the presence of the Emperor and Dowager-

Empress regarding the Treaty.

those killed on the field, for tfcOM

hsve died from sickness, or for

who have been maimed for life by I

received in battle.

"Now We have concluded peace with

Russia. The high repute Our Army and

Navy have obtained has la

to your duties, as the glory of the I

has been increased, and the

of the prosperity of the State also re-

quires your fullest services. You are

commanded to obey Our wishes, and those

who remain In the services, as well as

those who sre released from duty and re-

turn to their homes, should not fall to

observe Our Instructions, live np to your

part as Our legs and arms, and pay your

duty to the State with

On Tuesday functions were hold at the

War Office and the Navy Department, and

the Imperial Rescript to the Army and

Navy was read before all

and men In the capital.

THE ARRIVAL OF BARON
KOMURA.

EMPEROR'S THANKS TO THE
ARMY AND NAVY.

On Monday the following Imperial Re-

script was granted to the Army and

Navy :

—

" To Our Loyal Army and Navy, Officers

and Men.
" Some time ago We gave you five rules

which should constitute the spirit of

military men. and again, upon the con-

clusion of the war of 1894-5, We gave you

further Instructions from consideration

of the future Interests of the State

Since then ten years have passed. an>3

during that tlme Our Army and Navy
have kept pace with the progress of the

world and made great Improvements In

their efficiency. Unhappily, war broke

out against Russia last year, but you

gallantly performed yonr duties and,

working with great assidnlty and har

mony. elsborsted the plana of operations

with success and foresUI

In operations at the front.

ml manifesting the military power of

the Empire to the world, while loyally

responding to Onr wishes.

" We have achieved Our object In the

war by your loyalty and valour, and We
are pleased to see that We have beer,

enabled to fulfil Our heavenly duties to

Our Imperial Ancestors on the one hand

and to the multitude of Our subjects on

the other. Withal, We deeply grl<rve for

Baron Komura and his suite, accom-

panied by Baron Kaneko. arrived at

Yokohama In the " Empress of India" on

Monday. The party did not land at the

hatoba. but at the Imperial Pavilion at

Yokohama. The health of Baron Komura

Is said to be almost restored. He was met

on board by Governor 8ufu and Japanese

and foreign officials, including Mr. J. C.

Hall, the British Consul-Genera!. Be-

fore leaving the ship Baron Komura I

handsome presents to all the

He embarked on a picket boat, which was

accompanied by a torpedo boat, whll*

the harbour police guarded the route to

the Imperial Pavilion. Very great pre-

cautions were taken to ensure the safety

of the Baron, who was received by a

small crowd outside the pavilion to

silence.

Apparently the festivities In celebra-

tion of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance have

not produced any better feeling towards

the Minister of Foreign Affairs, who U
still regarded with resentful feelings is

the Instrument by which the Treaty of

Peace was signed.

A correspondent, writing from Tokyo

on the 17th, says :

—

" The reception accorded poor Baroa

Komura by the Tokyo public yesterday

was anything but warm. Except official!

and relatives, practically no public body

went to welcome him at Shlmbashl. No

was heard. In the streets.

,d been gaily decorated wllh

Brltlah and Japanese flags In honour of

the British visitors, the flags were re-

moved the Instant it was learned tb«

plenipotentiary would be on hla way home

In the afternoon. The electric tram-cars

also removed the flags with which they

had been decorated. The streets along

which the Baron passed were molt

strongly guarded. There was an sir of

sullen discontent everywhere."

ed
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THE PEACE CONFERENCE.
• > <

TRANSLATION OF THE OFFICIAL RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

We publish as m Supplement to the Dtart of THE War the translation, issued by tLo Foreign

Office at Tokyo, of the official report of the proceedings at Portsmouth. The rejHjrt is published as it

reaches us with the exception that useless repetition in the various protocols has been avoided such as

the omission of the names of the Plenipotentiaries and the Secretaries present, which are repeated with

each protocol. We have also deleted many of the " annex " paragraphs, which refer to French translations,

and the reader will therefore fiud that the numbers are not consecutive.

PRELIMINARY PROTOCOL. The Plenipotentiaries of the two Partlej

». .».„ „.„„.!..„ ... n.v, *,.„.,_! tunc proceeded to the signature of the doru
At the meeting of the 9th AuKi.st. 1905

mcn| w|al , agreement arrive,!

toWtjJ Utions we,. discussed and^^^^^ °'

"ttf MeernlTT.,."' Innim^e of the '

Th «* P1«iP©UOUarU- of the two Parties

ConferenceW-l'Sg ta'lo i

-Iprocaliy communicated (hei,

for the documents and nm™ presented b>
r^P^H "' <»" PO**™. «>» Plenlpoten

the Japanese Plenipotentiaries and the

French text for those presented by the

Russian Plenipotentiaries. The protocol

of each sitting, which mentions only the

main points of the deliberations and whlrh
ta to he elaborated by the respective-

secretaries (three in number on each
side) Mill be M^ned at one o| the succeed
lng sittinss by the Plenipotentiaries. The
Treaty, If such be concluded, and the
supplementary acts will be written in the
English and French languages, the French
text prevailing

respective full powers,
tiarles of Russia called the attention of
the Plenipotentiaries of Japan to two
points concerning the JapSMM full
powers.

(I) The ropy of the English trnnsla
lion of the full powers, which has jus:
been transmitted to the Plenlpoteiil lanes
of Russia, has no signature certifying Its

identity and the accuracy of the transla-
tion.

On this subject. Baron Komura remark

After this exchange of viewB. the
(Ion of the full powers was recognise! as
definitely arranged.

At the moment of approaching the es-
sential questions, the Plenipotentiaries of
the two Parties unanimously expressed
their sincere desire to treat those ques-
tions with an absolute frankness, by pas-
sing over the questions which are not
directly connected with the conditions of
peace or which concern the details that
can only hinder the progress of the nego-
tiations and by seeking the most expedient
manner to come to a favourable solution.

Accordingly, it was agreed that the
Plenipotentiaries of Japan will present in
writing their conditions of peace and
that, after having submitted those condi-
tions to an attentive examination, the
Plenipotentiaries of Russia

ed that II is not customary In Japan to their Wp^nse equally TnTrlMn"
certify the translations Of the full powurs.

I 21 Absolute secrecy will be maintained Unt ,m" " ,h* Plenipotentiaries of Russia

regarding the deliberations of Their Ex
cellencies the Plenipotentiaries. The da

should so desire, he and M. Takahira will
hasten to provide the said document with

flarations to be made to the press shall "K'lr signatures in order to certify th«

be elaborated in common.
(3) Specialists will not be Invited to R|nal ,e*' After that, they pr<

take part In the conferences. Their views lhe signature in question.

conformity of the translation to t h<

id<

oil

d to

It was also agreed that th.» conditions
of peace presented by the Japanese
Plenipotentiaries, being prepared In form
of articles, the Conference, after having
received the answer of the Russian
Plenipotentiaries, will adopt the mode of
discussion article by article.

The Plenipotentiaries of Japan there-
upon delivered to the Plenipotentiaries of
Russia the text of the conditions of peace,
in English < Annex No, II.) with a French

may be taken by Plenipotentiaries bv < 2 > The text of a passage of the Japan-
consultation. Exception may. however. «»* powers, concerning the right of

be made in case the two Parties find ;; 'he Sovereign, before He ratifies the

necessary to invite one or more specialists, stipulations, to submit them to an ex-

it! It is agreed to meet as a general amtuallon of substance and of form, differ translation (Annex No. IM.t. observing
rule twice each day from 9.:it> a.m. to e, l essentially from the corresponding pas-

1 'hat that translation, made In haste, might
noon and from .1 p.m. to 5.:!>l p.m. I u case sage In the Russian full powers. Contain some Inaccuracies, and that the

In consequence, the Plenipotentiaries of English text should prevail as ahead-.
Russia remitted to the Plenipotentiaries agreed.
of Japan a note the copy of which is jiefore the sitting was close! the
attached (Annex No. I.I. declaring thai

-

notwithstanding the difference

one of the Patties should desire to have
a longer Interval an arrangement to that
effect shall ls> made in advance.

thine in duplicate at Portsmouth, the
Jt'fh August, 1905.

ft, •*.»

tt. N.)

( I.. V >

(I- H.|

SERC-E WITTE.
ROSEN.
JUTARO KOMl'RA.
K. TAKAHIRA.

bet

the texts, they will construe the full pow-
ers signed by His Majesty the Emperor of
Russia In the same limits in which tbOM
presented by the Plenipotentiaries of
Japan are given.

Baron Komura. declaring to M. Witts
that the Japanese full powers were In

conformity with those given for the pur
pose of concluding treaties, however Im-
portant they might be. asked him If the
Treaty, whlrh the Russian Plenipoten-
tiaries may conclude, had not the necessity

[

to obtain the Imperial ratlneation in order
to be effective. M. Witte having given
an affirmative answer, Baron Komura re-

marked that up to the Imperial railflia-
> v assisted by MM. de Plancon,

j
tion the limits of the powers of (he

stoveu. and Nabokoff. Secretaries of Plenipotentiaries of the two Parlies are
the Conference. 1 the same.

PROTOCOL NO. I.

XltHIM. OK THE 10TH AK.I ST. 1905.

The sitting was opened at 10.15 a.m.
There were present :—For Japan.—

Baron Komi nv and M. Takahiiu. assisted
by M M. Sato. Adachl and Ochial. Secre-
taries of the Conference.
For Russia—M. Witte and Baron

Plenipotentiaries elaborated the annexe.!
text for communication in the Pre-it
l Annex No. IV. >.

The sittings were suspended until the
moment when (he Russian response is
ready.

The sitting was closed at 11.50 a.m.

SERGE WITTE
ROSEN
JITARO KOMl'RA.
K TAKAHIRA.

ANNEX NO. I

Poktsmoi th 10th Aug. (281b July). 1905.
The undersigned. Plenipotentiaries or

His Majesty the Emperor of all the Rua-
slas have the honour to call the
serious attention of Their Excellencies the

Digitized by Goo



DIARY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR.

Plenipotentiaries of his Majesty the Em-
peror of Japan to the following :

—
A careful examination of the full powers

of Their Excellencies the Plenipotentiaries

of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan
established an important difference in

that act In comparing M with the full

powers signed by His Majesty the Em-
peror of Russia.

In virtue of the text of this last docu-

ment Ills Majesty the Emperor of Russia

promises upon His Imperial word to ap-

prove and to confirm all that which the

Plenipotentiaries will have stipulated or

slimeil.

While In the English translation of the

full powers of the Plenipotentiaries of

Jaiian it is said. " We shall examine all

stipulation* which Our said Plenipoten-

tiaries may agree upon, and finding such
stipulations proper and In good and due
form. We shall ratify them."

Considering this important difference In

the text of the respective full powers, the

undersigned are obliged to declare to

Their Excellencies the Plenipotentiaries of

Japan 'hat they construe the full powers
signed by His Majesty the Emperor, their

August Master, in the same limits In

which those presented by the Plenipoten-

tiaries oi Japan are given.

SERGE WITTE.
ROSEN.

To Their Excellencies

the Plenipotentiaries of Japan.

in consequence of damage received in i

battle, sought asylum In neutral ports and
were there Interned, to be surrendered to

Japan as lawful prize*.

11. Russia to engage to limit her naval

strength in the waters of the Extreme

12. Russia to grant to Japanese sub-

jects full flshery rights along the coasts

and In the bays, harbours, Inlets and
rivers of her possessions in the Japan,

Okhotsk and Behrlng

ANNEX NO. H.

1. Russia, acknowledging that Japan
possesses in Korea paramount political,

military, and economic interests, to en-

gage not to obstruct or Interfere with any
measures of guidance, protect ion, and
control which Japan finds It necessary to

take In Korea.
2. Engagement on the part of Russia

to completely evacuate Manchuria within

a period to tie specified and to relinquish

all territorial advantages and all preferen-

tial and exclusive concessions and fran-

chises in that region in Impairment of

Chinese sovereignty or Inconsistent with
the principle of equal opportunity.

3. Japan to engage to restore to China,
subject to the guarantee or rerorm and
Improved administration, all those por-

tions of Manchuria which are in her oc-

cupation, saving only the regions affected

by the lease of the l.laotting Peninsula.

i. Japan and Russia reciprocally to en-

gage not to obstruct any general measures
common to all countries, which China may
take ror the development of commerce
and industries In Manchuria.

5. Saghallen and all Islands appertain-

,

Ing thereto and all public works and pro-

perties to be ceded to Japan.
6. The lease of Port Arthur, Tallen.

and adjacent territory and territorial

waters together with all rights, privileges,

concessions and franchises acquired by
Russia from China, in connection with or
as a part of such lease and all public
works and properties to be transferred
and assigned to Japan.

7. Russia to assign and transfer to

Japan free of all claims and encum-
brances, the railway helween Harbin and
Port Arthur and all its branches together
with all rights, privileges and properties
appertaining thereto, and all coal mines
belonging to or worked for the benefit of
the railway.

K. Russia to retain and work the Trans-
Manchurian railway, subject to the terms
and conditions of the concession under
which it was constructed, and subject also

to the condition that It is to be employed
exclusively for commercial and Industrial

purposes.
• Russia to reimburse to Japan the

actual expenses of the war. The amount
as welt as the time and manner of such
reimbursement to be agreed upon.

10. All Russian ship* of war which.

ANNEX NO. IV.

At the sitting of August 10th the ques-

tion or full powers was settled without

serious difficulty on this subject. There-

upon Plenipotentiaries of Japan trans- <

mitti-d to the Plenipotentiaries of Russia

the conditions of peace In writing. It

was decided that the Plenipotentiaries of

Russia will begin without delay the study

of this document and will give as quickly

as possible a response in writing. Cntll

then the sitting or the Conference is ad-

journed.

PROTOCOL NO. II.

MKKTIJtfl OF THE 12TII AfOl XT, 1 905.

The sitting was opened at 9.45 a.m.

The Plenipotentiaries proceeded to the

signature «f the Protocol of the preced-

ing sitting of the 10th August.

M. Wltte then delivered to Baron
Komura the response of the Plenipoten-

tiaries of Rusala to the conditions of peace
presented by the Plenipotentiaries of

Japan at the preceding sitting.

Copy of that answer In French is

herewith attached (Annex No. 1).

On the demand of the Plenipotentiaries

of Japan, It was decided to suspend t In-

stiling and to reopen It when the Pleni-

potentiaries of Japan shall have notified

the Plenipotentiaries of Russia that they
have examined the Russian document and
are ready to proceed to the discussion of

the conditions or jieace article by article.

Haron Komura having called the atten-

tion or M. Wltte to certain newspaper
articles concerning the negotiations of

the Conference, M. Wltte answered that

the only means of avoiding theHe mis-

understandings will be to publish all thai,

happens at the Conference. They agreed
mutually to give in ihe future more at-

tention in regard to Press correspondence.
The text of a communication to the

Press was then elaborated (Annex No.

II).

The sitting was cloned at 10.30 a.m.

At 3 o'clock, the sitting was reopened
on the Invitation of the Plenipotentiaries

of Japan.
In proceeding to the deliberation of Ar-

ticle I. of the conditions of peace. Baron
Komura handed to M. Wltte a new word-
ing of that Article In the English lan-

guage (Annex. No. Ill I.

After having examined It, the Plenipo-

tentiaries of Russia called the attention

!
at the Plenipotentiaries of Japan to the

: following points :

1. In the Russian draft, there was a

speciil dlMss stating that the measures
which Japan may take in Korea shall not

Impair the sovereign rights of the Em
peror of Korea. In the new Japanese
wording of Article I. this clause is left

out. The Plenipotentiaries of Russia re-

marked on this subject that It was In-

dispensable, from the International point

of view, to maintain this clause in the

treaty, that this was only a question of

principle and of form, that Russia had
no intention of preventing the Japanese
measures In Korea, but that she could not

by herself alone sign the annihilation of

the sovereignty of that country, because
that might give rise to the protestations

on the part of other Powers equally In

in the fate of Korea, and

It will be very Imprudent on the part of

Japan aa well as on the part of Russia
not to Insert the clause In question.

The Plenipotentiaries of Japan replied

that on their side they could not. on the

contrary, admit In the treaty the exis-

tence of such a clause, since In fact the
Independence In question no longer ex-

isted In all its fullness.

After having exchanged their opinions
on this subject, the Plenipotentiaries de-

cided not to mention at all In Article I.

Ihe question of the sovereignty of the

Emperor of Korea, but to insert In the

Protocol the following decision :
" The

Japanese Plenipotentiaries declare that it

Is understood that the measures which
Japan may find it necessary to take in

Korea in the future and which impair the
sovereignty of that country will be taken
in accord with the Korean Government."

2. The second question which gave rise

to debates, was regarding the military

measures to lie taken on the Russo-Korean
frontier. The Russian version of that

clause was: "Japan will abstain

from taking measures which might threa-

ten the security of the Russian territory

bordering upon Korea." The new Japan-
ese wording enlarge.) the sense of that
clause and imposed Ihe same obligation

upon Russia with regard to the Korean
territory.

The Plenipotentiaries of Russia, re-

cognising the Justness of this reciprocity,

consented «o the extension of the said

clause, but they added that Russia could

not lie required to dismantle the fortifica-

tions of a permanent character which al-

ready existed on the frontier before the

war. The Plenipotentiaries of Japan
remarked that the almve-mentioned clause

only concerned the fortifications of a pro-

visional nature which the two Parties

would have constructed since the opening
of hostilities and some other military

measures which they might take hereafter.

The Plenipotentiaries of the two Parlies

came to an agreement to settle the ques-

tion in the sense above Indicated.

The Plenipotentiaries of Russia then
remarked that the wording of another
passage of Article I. did not appear to

them clear enough. The Russian wording
of the passage In question was :

" Russia
and the Russian subjects will enjoy In

Korea all the rights which belong or may
belong to the other foreign Powers or to

Iheir subjects or citizens." The Plenipo-
tentiaries of Japan Hdded at the begin-
ning of tills phrase the following words:
" Subject to the above engagement." Ac-

cording to the Russian Plenipotentiaries,

the Insertion of these words may Import
that Russia and the Russians would not
enjoy In Korea all rights which belong
to other Powers and to their subjects or

citizens In Korea, but only a portion of

those rights limited by the above engage-

The Plenipotentiaries of Russia could

not then admit such a wording which
would In their view place the Russian
subjects In Korea In a less favourable
situation that the subjects or citizens of

ihe other countries.

Baron Komura observed that Japan had
no Intention of withholding rrom Russian
subjects the treatment accorded to the

subjects or citizens or other Powers, but

that in order to render clearer the stipula-

tion of the beginning of the Article. It

was Indispensable to add the words in

question, and that the result will be that

the Russian subjects will enjoy In Korea
I the same rights as the subjects or cltljens
' of other Powers. After prolonged de

,
liberation, the Plenipotentiaries of Russia

promised to present at the next sitting a

new redaction which will render exactly

the idea of Baron Komura.
The text of the communication to th«

Press was drawn up (Annex No. IV.).
1 The sitting was closed at 6.30.
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ANNEX NO. I.

1. Article I. does not give rise to any
objection. The Imperial Government, re

Japan possesses In Korea
political. military and

economical interest*, are ready to engage
neither to obstruct nor Interfere with ihe

measures of direction, protection and con-

trol which Japan may consider It neccs

sary to take In Korea. It is a matter of

course that Russia and Russian subjects

will enjoy all riithts which belong or will

Indong to other foreign Powers and their

subjects or citizens. Also It Is under-

stood that the execution by Japan of the

alsive-mentior.cd measures will not Impaii

Ihe sovereign rights of the Emperor ol

Korea. In that which concerns particu-

larly military measures Japan, in order
to remove all cause of misunderstanding,
will abstain from :aking measures which
might threaten the security of the Kus
slan territory bordering upon Korea.

2. The Imperial Government are ready
to accept the first part of this article and
are disposed 10 withdraw their troops

from Manchuria simultaneously with the

withdrawal of the Japanese troops. The
details and terms of the evacuation might
be decided afterwards. As to the last

part of this article, the Imperial Govern-
ment are ready to declare that they have
no claims to territorial privileges, cxclu

slve concessions or facilities of such a

nature as to menace the sovereign rights

of the Empire of China or Incompatible
with the principle of equality of rights.

The Imperial Government are disposed
lo give In that respect the necessary
guarantees. This fundamental principle

once established, the Plenipotentiaries or

Russia propose to the Plenipotentiaries

of Japan lo make precise the desire of I

the Japanese Government regarding this

part of Article II. and they declare tha:

the lm|M>rlal Government are disposed to

eliminate everything liable to bring pre-

judice to the Interests of Japan or other
Powers. The only Russian piivate en-,

i ci prise In Manchuria having a public
character Is the Eastern Chinese Railway.
The examlniUon of 'he question connect-
ed with this railway is specially dealt

With In other articles.

.'!. The Imperial Government are ready
to accept nils article out It Is a matter of

course that Russia and Russian subjects

shall conserve In these portions of Man-
churia all rights which belong or will Is-

long in those regions to other foreign
Powers and their subjects or citizens. As
to the regions affected hy the lease of the

Liaotung Peninsula. Russia is disposed to

cede to Japan her rights In the regions
In question. However, considering the i

sovereign rights of China in those regions
and the treaties concluded with the:

Chinese Government on the subject, snrh
|

session cannot be made otherwise than
by virtue of an understanding with the
latter. •

4. Acceding entirely to the principles
laid down In this Article the Imperial
Government declare that If this stipula-

tion had not been Inserted In the condi-
tions proposed by Japan, Russia would
have deemed It her duty to propose It her-
self.

5. The ancient rights of Russia
tin the Island of Saghallen exlsteii

already at an epoch when Japan did not
possess or at least did not exercise any
rights of proprietorship on the grcatci
part of the island : on the other hand.
Saghallen 1b only the natural continuation
of the Russian possessions In Asia, as it

is separated from the Continent by a Tery
shallow strait only seven versts wide.
Owing to these considerations. Russia
would be unable to consent to a cession

of this Island, but she is at the same time
quite disposed to grant to Japan the right

of wide exploitation of sea fisheries ami
other commercial enterprises in the is-

1

land. The conditions of such exploitation
can be made the object of a special ar-

rangement.
6. The Imperial Government would

have no objection to this Article : but
considering the sovereign rights of China
on the territories specified, Russia could
not cede her rights to Japan without a
previous agreement with China. It is a
matter of course that the rights of private
individuals in the whole regions affected
by the lease concluded between Russia
and China should remain intact.

7. The Imperial Government accept In

principle this Article, on condition, how-
ever, that they are to part with only
that portion of the railway which Is at

present occupied In fact by Japanese
troops. The terminal station of the por-

tion to be ceiled under tlx-se conditions
should be determined by common accord.
It is, however, Indispensable lo keep in

view that it Is lo a private Company that
ihe concession for constructing and work
ing the line was granted by China, which
conserves her sovereign rights in respect
thereto, and that military on opinion
should not In any way impair the rights
of thai Company. The Imperial Govern-
incur of Russia is ready to undertake tu

arrange with the said Company while
authorizing the Chinese Government to
exercise rrom this moment the right to

purchase the line In question. The put-
chase money ncerulng to the Company
would be ceded to Japan.*

8. This article raises no objection.
The Railway Company will strictly con-
form—concerning the exploitation of the
main line of Manchuria as well as that
portion of the South Mamhurlan branch
which will remain In its possession—lo
the terms of ihe Act of Concession or
August 27th i Sept. Mhl. paragraph S of
which stipulates that Russian troops and
war materials which are transported by
Ihe line shall not make stop In Chinese
territory.

9. Russia is unable to consent to the
stipulations contained In this Article.
Only vanquished countries reimburse ex-
penses of war. but Russia Is not van-
quished. A country would be unable
to recognise Itself as such while Its

territory has hardly been attacked, by
the enemy. Even If Japan had taken
the whole of the Maritime Province
of Amur, the vital force of Russia would
lie In nowise impaired, and she will con-
tinue ihe struggle. Only when victorious
Japanese armies had invaded the Interior
of Russia, would the nation understand
that the question of reimbursement of
war expenses could be brought forth. Tlx
Plenipotentiaries of Russia believe It to
be their duty to call the attention of the
Plenipotentiaries of Japan to the fact tha.,

even at the Congress of Paris which took
place after the fall of Sevastopol, the
allies did not think it possible lo raise
the question of reimbursement of war
expenses. Such expenses are reimbursed
only by countries which have no longer
the means of continuing war. Such Is in

no wuy the case with Russia. While re-

fusing to reimburse the war expenses, the
Imperial Government will recognise as
equitable lo Indemnify Japan for such ex-

penses as she may have Incurred, not

for the war itself and to Ihe prejudice of

Russia, but for the welfare of those Rus-
sians who suffered from the act of war :

such as expenses for the maintenance of

prisoners of war, and for the care of sick

and other persons.

10. Russia Is unable to consent to this

demand. It appears difficult lo find out.

In the practice of International relation*,

precedents which serve to support such a
demand. Resides, this demand is hardly
In accord with the pacific intention, with
which the two negotiating Parties aro
animated. The material advantages to be
acquired by Japan. If Russian vessels re-

maining in neutral ports should be as-

signed to her would be comparatively
very slight. Moreover, to consent to such
a clause would be incompatible with the

dignity of Russia.

11. Russia Is unable to consent to such
an engagement imposed by a foreign
Power, becHiise It would be equally In-

COapattble with her dignity. The im-
perial Government believe (hemseive*,

however, lo be in a position to declare

that it is not in their mind to keep in

the near future any considerable naval
force In tin- waters of the Pacific.

12. Russia will be ready to arrange
with Japan for granting to Japanese sub-

ject* rights "f fishery on the coasts of

Japan, Okhouik and Behrlng Seas. Th'-se

rights, however, ran only be extended
the coasts of those seas tuemselves wit —
out touching inlets and rivers. It is a
matter of curse that the rights already
appertaining In that relon to Russian,

or foreign nibjects will remain In force.

ANNEX NO. II.

In the sltiltig of Saturday morning till*

August 12. Their Excellencies the Plenipo-
tentiaries of Russia have handed tin ir

reply In writing to the note presented the

day before yesterday by Their Excellen-
cies Ihe Plenipotentiaries of Japan. It h; s
ls>en decided that the next Conference will

meet when Their Excellencies the Plenij-i-

tentlaries .if Japan shall have notified ill t

they have Mudled the document and
ready to continue the deliberations whim
Will tot held to day at 3 orlock or to-

morrow afternoon at the

ANNEX NO. III.

1. The Imperial Russian Governimmt,
recognising llial Japan possesses In Koie.i

paramount political, military and economi-
cal Interests, is ready to engage neither
to Obstrad nor Interfere wilh the mea-
sures of guidance, protection and control
which Japan will consider necessary to
lake In Korea It Is a matter of course,
that, subject to the above engagement,
Russia and Russian subjects will enjoy-

all rights thai belong or will belong SO
any other Powers and their auhfects >r

citizens. It is further understood that in

order to remove all cause of misunder-
standing Japj'n and Russia will mutually
abstain from taking measures on tha
Russo-Korean frontier, which might
menace the security of Russian or Korean
territory.

• Bv virtue of Section 2 of the Act of

August 27th (Sept. 8th I. ISSfi. granting

to the Russo-Chlnese Bank the right of

railway construction—which act was con

limed by the Convention of June Zltb),

1898, for the construction of the South
Manehurlan branch—the Chinese Govern-
ment has the right to purchase the line

at the expiration of the term of .1« years

from the day of the completion and the

opening of the line.

ANNEX NO. IV.

The Japanese Plenipotentiaries, having
studied the Russian response to ihelr <on-
dltlons of peace, the Conference met again
at 3 o'clock ot the afternoon in order to

proceed with their discussion article by
article. The sitting was closed at 7
o'clock. To-morrow, being Sunday, tbero
will be no morning session, and the
Plenipotentiaries will meet at 3 o'clock of
the afternoon In order to continue their

deliberations.

PROTOCOL NO. III.

MreTito or rm: 14m ArorsT. 19A5.

The slttlns was opened at 10 o'clock

a.m.
The Plenipotentiaries of Russia pre-

sented the text of Article I., prepnred n
conformity with the
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i of the discussions which took
place on this subject at the preceding
sitting (Annex No. I.).

The Plenipotentiaries of Japan having
found no objection to that wording, tilt

text of Article t. was recognised as de-

finitively derided upon.

The Plenipotentiaries proceeded to tue

examination of Article II.. a draft of
which was presented by Huron Komursi
(Annex No. 11.).

After having examined that document,
the Plenipotentiaries of Russia remarked
that III formulating the engagements .>!

Russia, this draft did not make any men-
tion of the engagements of Japan and
thai In order to maintain in Ihls question
entire reciprocity, it was necessary ; •

make Japan share In those engagements
and to say that Russia anil ,/apou mulu
ally engage, etc.

Baron Komura replied that the engage
tnents of Japan were already stipulated

In Article III. and that the present Ar-
ticle concerned only Russia.

M. Wltle remarked that he had no ob-
jection to record the obligations of tuc

two Parties In two different articles, br.i

that In this latter case the obllgitlons of

the two sides should be drawn up Identi-

cally, lie added that. In his opinion, it

was preferable to combine the I wo en-

gagement." In a single article.

The Plenipotentiaries of Japan acceded
to this opinion. They proposed to omit
entirely Article III. and to unite the i.-i

gagetuents or Japan which It contained,
•with those of Russia which are the ubjetl

or Article II.

This proposal was unanimously adopted
1>y the Conference, and the first portion
of Article '.[. was definitively agreed upon
as follows .

—

"Japan and Russia mutually engage:
(11 to evacuate completely and slmultune
OWdjr Manchuria except the territory at

fected by the lease of the IJaotung Penin-
sula, In conformity with the provisions ol

an additional article
; <2i to restore en-

tirely and completely to the exclusive ad-
ministration of China all portion! of Muu
churla now ei rupied by Japanese or (In.-

elan troops or under their control, with
the except inn of the above mentioned tet-

rltory."

Coin I nut I-? the study of Article II. the
Plenipotentiaries exchanged opinions on
t!;e passage of she draft concerning the

engagement of IIusela neither to advance
nor to support in Die future any claim to

privileges, etc. in .Manchuria in impair-
ment of Chinese sovereignty or Ineonsts
tent with the principle or equal oppor-
tunity.

M Witt-- expounded, on this subject

the following ideas :
—

I, He was anxious to state precisely.

Ihut any right acquired In conformity
with the law. In the determined limits,

ami without restraining others from ac-

quiring similar benefits, ought not to be
considered as a privilege or monopoly,
but should tie recognised as a legal and
Indisputable li'-ht Russia never impose*!

any restriction either upon Russian sub
Jects or for- Igners In the matter of ac-

quiring similar rights in Man. huria and
ahe Is anxious that all rights which exist

alrendy under this title should be main-
tained Hui Russia never advanced, sup-

ported, or sanctioned any exclusive rights

which would Involve the Idea of mono-
poly or privilege or would Impair the
sovereignty of China.

Baron Komura remarked that certain

engagements passed between the Tslan-
Tsuns or Manchuria and the Russian au-
thorities concerning, for example, the ex-

ploitation »f mines in the province of

Klrin bore the character of monopoly or

of exclusive privilege Incompatible with
the aforesaid principle. He pointed out.

that the RusBlan Government ex-

ln certain placee—at Harbin for

example—over a
tract of land than wus necessary for the

exploitation o' the railway, an adminis-
trative authority, so that Jupanese sub-

jects found themselves at the mercy of

the Russian Government, being unable to

enjoy the rights which they possessed in

virtue or the treaty between Japan and
China
M Wltle replied that he knew of no

engagements or concessions of mines
which would have the character of mono-
poly or exclusive privilege, and that If

such engagements or concessions existed

In reality, they were merely Ihe acts ot

the Russian i gents destitute of Imperial

sanction an I that they should and woul I

lie annulled. Concerning Ihe stale of

affairs in Harbin, he declared thai the

only authorl-y exercised by Russia in Har-
bin was that of proprietor In his legally

acquired property and of police, — that

which was >lso stipulated in the conces-

sion. He added that by these acts the

public riRh:s, such as the right of Jurisdic-

tion over 'oielgners were by no means
impaired. As to the concession of the

Kastern Chi tese Hallway, it was granted
by China herself in virtue of a treaty an i

no paragraph of that concession contains

any infraction of Ihe rights of other

persons or companies to acquire the same
lights in Manchuria.

2. M Wltle declared besides thai the
Plenipotentiaries of Russia would have no
objection to state in the Article In ques-

tion the present stale of affairs, that is

to say. that fur the present there an- n<>

concessions or monopolies in Manchuria,
but that Hussla could not make any en-

gagement on this subject for Ihe future,

unless this engagement be made mutual
for Kussla and Japan.

After Ihls exchange of views, the

l'lciil|sitentliiries deflated on the proposal

of Baron Komura t.> f, initiate Article 11.

by the following declaration :
—

"The Imperial Russian Government dc
dare that I hey have In Manchuria no
territorial advantages or pi eferentlal 0
exclusive dimension* or franchises In Im-

pairment of Chinese sovereignty or Incon-

sistent with the principle of equal oppor-
tunity.

As to the concession of the Kastern
Chinese Railway, the Plenipotentiaries

decided not to make any mention of It in

Article II. considering that this question

Is treated specially In other articles, but

to register in the Protocol the following

clause :

"
I he Plenipotentiaries of Japan and

Russia, with a view to avoid all cause of

misunderstanding in Ihe future, declare
that the concession for the construction

and exploitation of the Eastern Chinese
Hallway In Manchuria Is mil Inconsistent

with the principle or the open disir and
equal treatment, and thai within the limit

ot the land inquired under such conces-

sion, the subjects of His Majesty the Em-
peror of Japan as well as the subjec ts or

citizens of other foreign powers shall en

Joy the same rights and privileges u.s

lltore of Ills Majesty the Kmperor of

Russia."
It was equally agreed upon that the

same clause will be inserted in the Proto-
col of the sluing which will have for Its

object the Hue of ihe South-Mam huiian
Hallway.
The dlsi usslons being terminated, the

text or Article II. was recognised as de-

finitely agreed Upon,
After having drawn up a communique

to the Press lAnnex No. III.), the Con-
ference wan closed at 6 o'clock p.m

of guidance, protection and control which
Japan will find It necessary to take in
Korea. It Is understood that Ruaalan
subjects in Korea shall be treated exactly
In the same manner as the subjects or
citizens of other foreign Powers, that is

to say. they shall be placed on the same
footing as the subjects or citizens of the
most favoured nation. It is also agreed
that, in order to avoid all cause of mis-
understanding. Japan and Russia will
abstain, on the Russo Korean frontier,
from taking any military measure which
may menace the security of Russian or
Korean territory.

ANNEX NO. II.

L' Taking note of the acceptance by
the Plenipotentiaries of Russia of the first

part of Article II. and having regard to
their declaration concerning ihe remain-
ing portions of the same Article, the
Plenipotentiaries of aapan propose to
modify the stipulation in the following

" The Imperial Russian Government
engage completely to evacuate Manchuria
simultaneously with Japan in accordance
with the provisions of the separate Ar-
ticle annexed to the treaty of reace. The
Imperial Russian Government also engage
fully and completely to restore to the ex-
clusive administration or China all por-
tions of Manchuria which ure In their

Occupation or under their control and
they decline 'hat they have not now. and
that they will not hereafter advance or
support, any claim to any territorial ad-
vantages or preferential or exclusive con-
cessions or franchises In Manchuria in
Impairment of Chinese sovereignty or In-

consistent with the principle of equal
opportunity."

The Plenl|s(tentlarles of Japan deem It

essential to fix definitely by means of s
separate Article, Ihe details and terms of
simultaneous evacuation. The Plenipoten-
tiaries of Japan were under the Impres-
sion that Russian subjects possessed seve-
ral concessions and franchisee in Man-
churia which entrench upon the sovereign-
ty of China or disregard the principle of
equal Opportunity The side desire of the
Imperial Government Is to fully restore
Chinese sovereignty and administration In

that region and to revive Ihe principle of
equal treatment for all,

The questions connected with the Eas-
tern Chinese Railway will be considered
under Articles VII and VIII.

ANNEX NO. III.

In the sitting of the morning of the
Nth August, the text of Article I. was
definitely agreed upon. In the afternoon
silting. Articles II. and III. were discussed
and agreed u|sui. and at 6 o'clock the
sitting was closed.

Mi

PROTOCOL NO. IV.

0 or TIIL IStm AldST, IOC

opened at 1' i li

ANNEX No. I.

The Imperial Russian Government, ac-

knowledging that Japan possesses in

Korea paramount political, military and
economical Interests, engages neither to

obstruct nor interfere with the measures

The silting v

a.m.

The Plenipotentiaries proceeded to the

discussion of Article iV„ concerning the
engagement of Russia and Japan not to

obstruct the measures which Cnina may-
fake ror the development of commerce and
Industry In Manchuria.
Taking note of the assent of Russia to

this Article, the Plenipotentiaries of

Japan expressed their satisfaction on this

subject.

Itaron Komura, pointing out then the

ract that, when Japun in the course or the

negotiation of a new Chinese-Japanese
Treaty In consequence of the general

arrangement reached after the Boxer
troubles In 1900, asked China to open some
places in Manchuria to foreign commerce,
Russia presented an objection, which, al-

though withdrawn later on, remained al-
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vr&yu for the cities along the railway, and I

he expressed the desire, for the purpose
'

of avoiding all misunderstanding In the

future. 10 ascertain the intentions of Rus-
sia with regard to tin port and place*

open or Hi be open to foreign com-
merce In Manchuria, M. Wltte replied

that these facts were connected with a

period u lieu Manchuria was In u state ot

disturbance and concerned only some rail-

way stations. He added that Russia a-

greed in make no objection to the opening
of any ports and places in Manchuria to

foreign mmnieree. but (hat It would be on
condition tha( this engagement be made
reciprocal anil Include the region of Ltao-
tung.

Baron Komura accepted this view and
declared (hat Japan had no objection to

maintain the port of Dalny open to for-

eign commerce In the same conditions as
it was under the Russian administration.
The Plenipotentiaries having come to an

agreement on the above points. Article IV
was recognised as definitively settled
(Annex No. 1.).

Tho Conference proceeded then to the
discussion of Article V., concerning the
Island of Saghallen.
The Plenipotentiaries of Japan present-

ed a memorandum In English with
French translation (Annex Nos. II. and
III.) which enumerated the reasons why
they could not share on this subject the
views and conclusion of the Russian Ple-

nipotentiaries.

Having examined this document, the
Plenipotentiaries of Russia declared that
they found themselves In the Impossibility
of changing the opinion expressed in their
response to Article V.; they added (hat
Russia was well aware of the present
situation In the Extreme Orient, but that
she could not regard the capture of
Saghallen otherwise than as an act of
fai t and not of right.

On the Invitation of oaron Komura to
expound the motives of this point of
view. M. Wltte said; —
•Russia Is reaiay M make all the con-

cussions that are consistent with her na-
tional dignity; It Is proved by the con-
cessions already made at thin very Con-
ference iu questions of a much greater
material Importance, but not touching the
dignity of Russia. Rut the cession of .1

territory which wus acquired by plain
right. In virtue of a Treaty recognised by
Japan and by the entire untverae, terri-

tory winch made a part of the Empire
during a period of more than 30 years
will be an act, to which Russia, In the
present state of affairs, does not find her-
self forced to consent"
Baron Komura replied in substance

with the following considerations :
—

" In view of the great number of his-

torical precedents of territorial eegsionr.

by great Powers, there cannot be any
question of national susceptibility In tne
present Instance since Russia who often
demanded territorial cessions, maintains

the

It Is

necessary to settle here this question, in

order not to push matters to an extreme.
The possession of Saghallen is for Japan
a question essentially vital and of national
security, while It Is for Russia only a
question of Interests Having an insignifi-

cant relation with the vital parts of

popular sentiment In Japan did not re-

cognise the equity of the transaction and
always regarded the acta of Russia with
respect to Saghallen as aggressive and a
case of force majeure. From a geogra-
phical paint of view. Saghallen is the con-

tlnuation of the chain of Japanese islands;

from a strategic point of view. Its posses-

sion Is Indispensable 10 safeguard the
security of Japan."
M Wltte said: "Here are the Material

facts sin li as they are shown by Indisput-

able documents. I'ntil 1S75 Japan had in

Saghallen only sonic lisping stations in

the extreme south, few and scattered. As
10 (he northern portion of the Island. It

was almost unknown and belonged to

nobody.
"The first title of possession was created

by the Treaty of 1STS, In virtue of which
Japan recognised the rights of Russia to

Saghallen In exchange for the Kurlle Is-

lands From an economic point of view.
I recognise Its great Importance for Japan
and therein is found, in my opinion, the
principal reason for which the Japanese
people are anxious to have the possession
of the Island. This m also reason why
we are dls|>osed to make to Japan all

possible concessions especially concerning
fisheries; uni ine enjoyment of the flsn-

eries does not require a political posses-

sion of the island. From this point of
view, I refer myself to a phrase which
Baron Komura pronounced Just now. h*-

said that In 1850, when the Russians made
themselves masters of the territory of

Amur, they also took possession of Sagha-
lien. It proves that already at that epoch,
the possession of Saghallen was recog-

nised as indispensable for the security of

(he region of Amur. The present war
sufficiently demonstrated that Russia
never had any Intention of making Sagha-
llen a base of aggression against Japan,
hut It Is ror us a great defensive value,

it is a sentinel at our door, and that

Is perhaps why It tempts Japan: she
would like to be the sentinel at her neigh-
bour's door. If we regard the question
from the point of view of the securlly
of peace for which we are working here,

I affirm (ha( It will be better if Saghallen
remains in the possession of Russia than
If it passes to Japan. History demon-
strates to us that the annexation of terri-

tory after wars between neighbours
creates always prolonged rancours. The
annexation of Alsace and Lorraine by
Germany In 1871. remains until the pre-

sent as the principal source of discord
between the two neighbouring peoples.

On the other hand In iai>4i Germany, at

the instances of Prince Bismarck ab-

stained from annexing any portion of

Austria—and the result of this wise course
was an alliance which lasts until to-day,

The Russian national sentiment could not

admit the loss of territory which had been
for a long time In the legal and peaceiul

possession of Russia: such an event would
create In the whole country an unanimous
sentiment of dissatisfaction, hardlv
favourable to the work of pacification of

the Extreme Orient which Is the object of

me degree by lis recent

• Nearly 250 years ago, while there were
yet no Russians In taose regions, Japan
already exercised her right on certain por-

tions of the Island. In 1G24. the Brst

Japanese officials occupied the Island and
It was not uni.i 18«.i that the Russians
visited the Island : they occupied Amur
and Saghallen only In 1850. The negotia-

tions between Japan and Russia, which
commenced in 1K51 and terminated by the

treaty of 1875, created it is true a title

of right in favour of Russia. But the

our most ardent
Huron Komura reconsidering the ques-

tion of the historical rights of Japan, men-
tioned the fact of the discovery In ISoo

of a strait by a Japanese whose name.
Mamlya. was given to It, and affirmed

(hat already In ISM the Japanese Govern-
ment concerned themselves regarding the

Island, although, having no suitable com-
munication, their action could not lie ex-

ercised In a very effective manner. In

185:!, they commenced to actively admin-
ister the Island, consequently the taking

possession of the Island by Russia eniier

by occupation or by diplomacy was al-

ways regarded by the Japanese as an act

of aggression. The Japanese people, con-

scious of their historical right over tbe

Island, are invariably penetrated by pro-

found sentiments which are Invigorated

to a
Hon
As to the observation of M WittP that

"the present war sufficiency demonstrated,
that Russia never had any Intention if

making Saghillen a ba-c of aggression
against Japan." Baron Komura remarked
thai, if the principal scene of this war had
been in the Maritime and Amur Pro-
vlnccs instead of Manchuria, Sa fallen
would have certaln'y served as .11 lm-

IKirtant base (or Russia.

'Making allusion to the seeds of dis-

cord between the two countries, Invoked
by M, Wltte. Bnroi Komura remarked
that future discord could only exist If

the territorial cessions were not supported
by reasonable grounds, but such Is not
at all the case in the matter of (he cession
of Saghallen Besides Russia Is only In-

vited to recognise a fait TmnpK The
Japanese Government would be disposed
to give to Russia serious gu irantees In

order to assure the security of tbe Amur
possessions against any aggression from
the Saghalle 1 side, If Japan I erame master
of that Island. Baron Komura expressed
moreover tie hope that the reasons ex-

pounded above would be considered as
sufficient by the Plenipolentiarlc* of Rus-
sia, and Ihi-t he would not be obliged to

Invoke other arguments founded on the
taws of war

M. Wide replied thai he did not see
any reison to change his opinion. The
historic il rights of Jl pan did nut seem
10 him well founded He was Ignorant
of the fart of the dlFnvery of the strait

by n Japanese, but that fact did not
change the situation. For a long time
after the discovery, nobody In Japnn
thought of Saghallen. It was the very
art of tnklvg possession of the Island by
Muravleff that attracted the attention of
the Japanese by giving (hem for the first

lime the Idea that
"

some importance because the
found It useful to annex It. Consequently,
the popular sentiment in Japan can only
be found In a regret not (o have annexed
the Island when It was possible. " With
us. the popular sentiment Is then much
more serious and It is impossible for us
to disregard It If we would come to a
solid peace." As to the occupation of
the Island by the Japanese on the eve
of the Conference, it Is only an act of

war which does not yet create a title of
legal possession.

Baron Komura asked the Plenipotentia-

ries of Russia to reconsider the question

In a spirit of concllatlon, in view of the
following principal arguments :

—
1. The Plenipotentiaries of

not disregard in any way the

of the Russian people : but tbe sentiment
of the Japanese nation existing always
since a half century, had Just been re-

enforced to the highest degree In conse-

quence of the present occupation of the
Island

2. Although the possession of Sagha-
vould be Important for one as well

as for the other of the two countries,

there existed a great difference In the two
cases. For Russia It Is only a question
of Interest, while It is for Japan a question
of national security.

3. As the possession of Saghallen by-

Japan has for Its only object the defence
of the country. It ran not is? a menace
against Russia nor a danger to the peace
of the Extreme Orient.

4. Russia has two means : either to

recogntxe tacitly the Japanese occupation
leaving It without doing anything ; or to

arrange with Japan on the subject of the
disposition of Saghallen.

5. It is advantageous, for the frlendlv

relations of the two countries In the fu-

ture, to dispose of the question at present

in a satisfactory manner by common
accord.
M. Wltte said that he had already sun

i. Tilly replied to all these arguments of
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Baron Kontura and that he could not re-

consider them,
The explanations of the Plenlpotentln-

rleK of Russia on the subject of theme

arguments ran be summed up as follows:

1. The popular sentiment in Russia Is

much more serious than that of the
Japanese people, liecausc It Is founded not
upon a regret for not having taken pos-

of neighbouring territory when It

possible, but upon the regret for los-

ing an integral part of the Empire of

Russia.

2. The possession of Saghalien is not

only a question of interest for Russia,!

but alsive all a quests. >n of national MCU-

1

rity. because that Island by Its geogra-
phical situation protects the approach to!

the Province of Amur.
3. The possession of the Islam! hy Rus-

sia demonstrated well that that Island

never was and can never be a meance to 1

Japan nor danger to the peace of the
Extreme Orient.

4. Russia has but one way of acting in

view of the Occupation of Saghalien by
Japan, that is of not recognising such oc-

cupation a* an act of right and to leave

to history the time to pronounce Iti

judgement.
5. The Plenipotentiaries or Russia

share entirely the view of Baron Knmura
that it will be advantageous for the friend-

ly relations of the two countries in the

future. :o settle at present In a satisTac

tory manner this question by common
accord : It Is for this reason why they
hope the Plenipotentiaries of Japan will

reconsider their opinion on the subject of
Saghalien.

Finding that they could not come to an
agreement upon the question of Saghaliea
the Plea!pOt»ntlan<^ decided to pass to

the deliberation of Article VI.

A communication to the Press was pre-

pared «nd confirmed by the Plenipoten-

tiaries (Annex No. IV.).
The sitting was suspended at half past

twelve until :i o'clock In the afternoon.

modification of the engagement recorded
in the convention, still less a complete
assignment of all her rights and obliga-

tions to a third Power, without the formal
consent of China.
Baron Komara remarked that he did not

certainly doubt the g<s>d faith of Russia,
hut that the very necessity of obtaining
the consent of Chino before the stipula-

tion of this Article can enter Into force,

would tender null the value of this stipu-

lation.

The Plenipotentiaries of Russia replied

that they consented to add to Article VI.

a formal engagement of Russia to tender
her co-operation In obtaining from China
I be necessary consent.
After an exchange of opinions as to

Ihe best manner of drawing up Article Vi ,

the Plenipotentiaries of the two Powers
definitively accepted the following word-
ing of the Article :—

" The Imperial Russian Government
transfer and assign to Japan subject to

tiie consent of the Chinese Government,
the lease of Port Arthur. Tallen, and
adjacent territory and territorial waters
and all rights, privileges, concessions and
franchises connected with or funning part

i>f such lease and they also assign and
transfer to Japan all public works and
properties in the territory affected by the

meeting will be at 3 o'clock thl*

ANNEX NO. V.

The lease of Port Arthur. Tallen and
adjacent territory and territorial waters
together with all rights, privileges, con-
cessions and franchises acquired by Russia
from China, in connection with or as a
part of stub lease and all public works
and properties to be transferred and as-
signed to Japan.

"The High Contracting Parties mutu-
ally engage to obtain the consent of the
Chinese Government mentioned in the
above stipulation.

" The Imperial Government of Japan ou
their part undertake that the proprietary
rights of Russian subjects in the territory
above referred to. shall be perfectly re-

After having drawn up a

tlon to the Press (Annex No. VIII. I. the
sitting was closed at 6 o'clock in the
afternoon.

The sitting was reopened at 3 o'clock.

The Plenipotentiaries proceeded to the
discussion of Article VI.. which was pro-

posed by the Plenipotentiaries of Japan
in the following terms :

"The lease of Port Arthur. Tallen. and
adjacent territory rod territorial waters
together with ul> rights, privileges, conces-
sions and franchises ncqnlred by Russia
from China. In connection with or as a
part of such lease and all public works and
properties to be transferred and assigned
to Japan." l Annex No. V.).

The Plenipotentiaries of Russia stated
on this subject In their response that
the Imperial Government would have no
objection to that article, but that, con-
sidering the sovereign rights of China on
said territory. Rasi-la would not be able
to transfer and assign her rights to Japan
without the previous consent of China and
that besides the rights of private Indivi-

duals In the whole territory In question
should reman Intact.

In order to conciliate the two points
of view the Plenipotentiaries of Japan
presented at this sitting another word-
ing of Article VI. (Annex No. VI. » which
in their opinion, took into account the
Russian observations. In this draft the
words " trill transfer anil a»*ion to Japan."
are replaced by the expression " the Go-
vernment of Russia relinquish in favour
of Japan," that, in the judgement of the
Plenipotentiaries of Japan, would render
unnecessary the previous consent of China
to the transaction In question or would
leave to Jnpan herself the duty of oblalti-

lng such consent.

The Plenipotentiaries of Russia did not
think it possible to share this opinion.
The formal convention concluded with
China on the subject of the territory of

Uaotung obliged Russia to respect the
rights of China and not to undertake any

ANNEX NO. I.

4. Japan and Russia reciprocally en-
not to obstruct any general measures

common to all countries, which China
may take for the development of the

nd industries in Manrhurla

ANNEX NO. II.

5. The Plenipotentiaries of
gret to say that they are unable to shar"
the views and conclusions of the Pleni-
potentiaries; of Russia on the subjert of
Article V. They believe that Japan's title

to at least a larger part of Saghalien can
readily be traced to a period anterior to

the Russian occupation and it seems to
them that Instead of being a natural con-
tinuation of the continental system of
Asia. It forms a natural and necessary
link in the chain of Insular units of which
the Empire of Japan Is exclusively com-
posed. But the main considerations which
lei] Japan to ask for the cession of th .

Island are that (1st) the permanent secu-

I

rity of the Japanese Empire requires the
I exclusive control of the Island by Japan
and 12nd) by the haxard of war Saghalien
has come Into the complete possession

! and occupation of Japan and Jt Is now
under her exclusive administration, the
authorities of Russia having been replace:'

by those of Japan. What the Plenipoten-
tiaries of Japan desire Is to have the title

thus acquired confirmed by a formal ces-

ANNEX NO. VI.

fi. The Manlpotentiarles of Russia hav-
ing no objection in principle to this Ar-
ticle, the Plenipotentiaries of Japan be-

lieve that the technical difficulties may
readily tie removed. The Imperial Govern-
ment of Japan are prepared to accept the

transfer in such manner us to relieve the
Imperial Government of Russia of all re-

sponsiuuity towards China. That result

would be realised if the stipulation were
made to read :

—
"The Imperial Russian Government re-

linquish in favour of Japan the lease of
Port Arthur. Tallen and adjacent terri-

tory and territorial waters and all rights,

privileges, concessions and franchises con-

nected with or forming part of such lea-.e

and they also assign and transfer to

Japan all public works and properties In

the territory affected by 'he above men-
tioned lease. The Imperial Government
of Japan on their part undertake that tlw

proprietary rights of Individuals In '. i:«

territory a>bove referred to, shall be re-

spected."

7. The Imperial Russian Government
transfer and assign to Japan, subject 10

the consent of the Chinese Government,
the lease of Port Arthur. Tallen and
adjacent territory and territorial waters

and all rights, privileges, concessions and
franchises connected with or forming part

of such lease and they also assign and
transfer to Japan all public works and
properties in the territory affected by the

alsive mentioned lease.

The High Contracting Parties mutually
engage to obtain the consent of the

Chinese Government mentioned in 'he

above stipulation. The Imperial Govern-
ment of Japan on their part undertake
that Ihe proprietary rights of Russian sub-

jects in the territory above referred to.

shall lie perfectly respected.

ANNEX NO VIII.

In the afternoon sitting of the Confer-

ence of August 15th. Article VI. has been
discussed and agreed upon with common
accord and adjourned until to-morrow
morning ». 30.

ANNEX NO. IV.

In Ihe morning of August lr.th the Con-
ference has discussed Articles IV. and V.

Article IV. was unanimously agreed upon.
Not being able to arrive at an unanimous
decision on Article V., the Plenipoten-
tiaries have decided to take note of the

divergency of views and to proceed will.

the discussion of the other Articles. The

PROTOCOL NO. V.

Mlktinc "f Tiir. 1«tii Arm sr. i!tu:».

The sitting was opened at 9.45 a.m.
The Plenipotentiaries proceeded to the

(lilt niton of Article VII.

The original wording of this article Id

the Japanese draft was thus expressed :
—

" Russia to assign and transfer to Japan
free of all claims and encumbrances, cite

railway between Harbin and Port Arthur
and ail Its branrhes together with all

rights, privileges and properties appertain-

ing thereto, and all coal mines belonging

to or worked for the benefit of the rail-

way.' 1

The Plenipotentiaries of Russia, while

accepting this Article In principle, had

made on this subject In their reply the

following remarks :

The Imperial Government of Russia

could part with only that portion of the

railway which Is at pre*ent_occupled :.n

fact by Japan
station of the portion to be
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these conditional should be determined by
common accord. It is. however, Indis-
pensable to keep In view the (act that
It In to * private company that the con-
cession for constructing and working the
line was granted by China which main-
tain!* In respect thereof her sovereign
rights, and that military occupation
should not in any way impair the rights
of the company. The Imperial Govern-

j

ment or Russia arc ready to undertake :o

a mange with the said company while an- I

thorlsing the Chinese Government to use
;

from this moment the right to purchase
the line In question. The purchase-money
accruing to the Company would be ced»d
to Japan.

In a note presented to the Conference
(Annexe" N'os. I, and II ). the Plenipoten-
tiaries of Japan observed that the right rn

construct and exploit the railway between
Harbin and Port Arthur forms an Impor-
tant part of the lease of the Llaotunc
Peninsula : that it is a logical consequent-
that the railway in all its parts and ex-
tensions should follow the destiny of the
lease under which it was built and is

now worked ; that, besides, the natural
isilnt of division of the two lines of rail-

way I- the point of Intersection of those
lines : and lastly, that, on the subject of
the Immediate exercise by China of the
risht of purchase, the Plenipotentiaries of
Japan wish to declare that the Imperii]
Government of Japan will hold and work
the line In question subject to the provi-
sions of the concession as to China's rlglr

of purchase and other conditions, in th--

same manner as the Imperial Government
of Russia will hold and work the Trans-
Manehurlan line.

In reply to these observations, the
Plenipotentiaries of Russia explained thir
the South-Mam hut lati branch could
not be considered a pari of the lease of the
Uaotung Peninsula, and that the cession
of this branch, therefore, was not a logici.l

j

consequence of the cession of the lease of
the Ijlaotung Peninsula. Neither could
they admit that Harbin was a natural
point or division of the two lines. Hussi.i

being able to Hgree to cede to Japan only
the portion of the line actually occupied
by Japanese troops, in the manner !a-

dlcated In their response above referred

to. They further remarked that the point

of division should be an Important place

and that the engagement which Russi.i

had made for the portion of the rallwiiv

whlch would remain In her possession
(Protocol No. Ill I, should be reciprocally

made by Ju;»an In regard to the portion of
the railway which was to pass to Japan.

Baron Komuni stated that there was
an essential difference between the two
Parties as to the manner In which they
viewed this affair ; and to make quite

clear the position or Japan In regard to

the question, he offered the following ej-

plnnation :

The construction of this branch was
originally conceded by Article VIII. of tne

Convention relative to the lease of the

UaoMMg Peninsula, and consequently this

branch forms an essential and integral

pan of the lease In question ; as a matter
of fact, the lease of Port Arthur having
been concluded In the month of March.
1W8. a contract bused on that lease was
passed in the month of June of the same
year between the Chinese Government
and the railway company for the construc-
tion and exploitation of the Eastern Chin-
ese Railway, which proves the existence

of a close connection between the lease

and the railway. It is for this reason
that Japan claims the cession of the en-
tire branch, all the more as this branch,
having been constructed with the sole

object of communication with Port Ar-
thur, would lose Its raUon d'etre for

Russia after the cession or the lease ol

the Llaotung Peninsula to Japan.
Moreover, the cession or the railway

being or the same nature as that of this

lease. It should, with the consent of the
Chinese Government, be made directly to
Japan.

In reply to this point, the Plenipoten-
tiaries of Russia explained thai the South
Manchurlan Railway, though mentioned
in the Convention of the 25th April. 1S!»S.

concerning the louse of I.iaotung. had
nothing in common with the leiwe ; that
they were two entirely different ques-
tions ; and that they should consequently
be treated separately. The question of

the territory ceded on lease concerned
Russia ami China, while the question >f

the railway could not be settled without
taking account In addition of the Interests

of the railway company. Now. the con-
tract of this company stipulated that the
only manner of transferring this railway
was by the redemption or the enterprise
by China. Russia rould not then violate
the rights of China and those of the com-
pany by transferring the railway direct Iv

to Japan as was proposed by her Plenipo-
tentiaries. The Government of Russia
could only authorise China to redeem the

railway before the term rind to transfer
the purchase-money to Japan and under-
taking themselves to satisfy the company
''ism Baron Komura's remarking that
such a procedure would procure for

Japan a sum of money but not the
railway Itself and that It would nullify
the value of the cession, M. Witte said
that Russia would thereby lose in

any rase all connection with the por-

tion of the railway to lie ceded and that
consequently Japan "could arrange with
China for the rest of the affair. He ad-

ded that Russia would have no objection,
should China transfer to Japan the rail-

way In kind and the same procedure
might ls> adopted In this affair as was
agreed upon in the case of the cession .if

the lease of the I.iaotung Peninsula.
Baton Komura then explained the rea-

son for which Japan should claim th-3

entire branch and consequently the point
of division or the two lines should be
Harbin. After having set forth the poli-

tical reasons for which Japan should In-

sist upon the cession of the entire branch.
Baron Komura added that the lease In

question once ceded, it was natural that
the entire branch should follow the same
destiny. As regards the question of de-

termining the point of division between
the two railway lines, M. Wltte set forth

the following considerations :
—

Harbin has not the qualities necessary
for being made the terminal station be-

tween the two lines. It Is a locality which
was sells ted. pending the construction

of the railway, for purely technical con-
sideration*, as a convenient point on
account of Its topographical situation for

the construction of a bridge over the

Snngarl. But the lack of a commercial
centre In this locality would present diffi-

culties to its being made a terminal sta-

tion. Still another consideration lies

against the choice or Harbin as the point

or demarcation of the two lines. The
Japanese armies have not reached !l

and It would be Just to cede to Japan
only what Is effectively occupied by her
troops. From this point of view, Inc.

situation of a place like Kung-chu-lln;-.
for Instance, where the Japanese and Rus
sian outposts are encamped would per-

haps be the most Just point of demaria-
llon.

Baron Komura said that If it was ab-

solutely ImjsiKMible for Russia to cede this

line as far as Harbin, he would, consider-

ing that the point of this division ought
to 1m> an important place from the geo-

graphical and natural point of view, prie

pose the point where the railway passes

the Sungarl for the second time as th-
point of division.

M. Witte. having remarked that the
point or division should be fixed it an
Important town and not at a p'-are or
geographical Importance, addeu Ifell he

would be disposed to depart from loo
principle of fixing li at the limit of ir.-

campment or the Japanese out|x>«t i mr.
to transfer 'l to the first great town to
the north of Kung-chu-llng. thai Is to s,iy,

to Kuan-cheng-tzu (Chang-chum, the
great commercial centre and d.yaititro
station for Klrln.

Baron Komura replied that If the
branch between Kuan-cheng-tzu and
Klrln is delivered to Japan, he will be aide
to accept Kuan-cheng-tzu as the |»ilnt of
division. He believed, moreover, that Ibu
line between Kuan-cheng-tzu and Klrln
was not yet constructed, at least. In a
permanent manner.
M. Wltte declared that if this branch

was not yet constructed In a permanent
manner, he saw no objection to Its Is-lntC

left In the cure of the Japanese. He said
that, being unaware of the actual condi-
tion In Mils matter, he would at once
obtain Information on the subject by tele-

graph, and that if this branch already
exists. It will belong to those who are
Its present owners.
Thereupon, the Plenipotentiaries on

I
both sides agreed that the definite choice
of Kuan-cheng-tzu as the point of d!vl-

|

slon should ls> reserved until M. Witte
was Informed regarding the existence of
the branch between Kuan-cheng-tzu mid)
Klrln. and recognised as definitely fixed
the rollowing wording for Article VII. :—

" Russia engages to assign and transfer
to Japan, without compensation and sub-
ject to the innsent of the Chinese Govern,
ment. the portion or railway betweeU

and Port Arthur and all its

branches together with all lights, pri-
vileges and properties which appertain to
It In that region, as well as all coal
mines In that region belonging to or
worked for the Is-nelll of the railway
"The High Contracting Parties mutu-

ally engage to obtain the consent of te.e

Chinese Government mentioned In I he
above stipulation." (English text, Ann x
No. III.).

Further, in accordance with the mulct-
standing at the time of the discussion on
Article HI. (see Protocol No. III.), the
following clause Is agreed to in connec-
tion with the present Article, that Is 'u
say, Article VII. :-
"The plenipotentiaries of Japan .in I

Russia, with I view lo avoid all cause of
misunderstanding in ihe future, declare
that the concession of the construction
and exploitation of the South Manchurian
Railway which passes to Japan is :iof

Incompatible with the principle o{ the
open door and equal treatment, and that
within the limit of the land acquired
under this concession the subjects .f li

Majesty the Kmperor of Russia and the
subjects or citizens of other foreign Pow-
ers shall enjoy the same rights rtnl pri-

vileges as 'hose of His Majesty the Em-
peror of Japan."

The Conference -hen proceeded to the
discussion of Article VIII. concerning
the mode of exploitation by Russia of the
Trans-Manrhurlan Hallway.

Baron Komura remarked to the Plenipo-
tentiaries of Russia that the observations
made by them In their reply that "ihe
railway company will conform strictly *o
the terms of the Act of Concession of the
27th August (Kth Septemlteri. 1H9C, Para-
graph I which stipulates that Russian
troop* and war material transported on
the line shall not stop in Chlne«- terri-

tory " would seem to Indicate that the
exact meaning of the proposal made by
the Plenipotentiaries or Japan was nut
rendered sufficiently clear to the Plenipo-
tentiaries of Russia ; It appeared to him
in effect that the transportation or Rus-
sian troops and war material on the line

traversing Chinese territory was not in

conformity with the principle or ex. <u-

slvely commercial and industrial use of
the railway.
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M. Wltte explained to him that this

transportation was needed exclusively for
the removal of an Inconsiderable number
of Russian soldiers from one part to ano-
ther of the Russian territory In time of
peace, the Russian possession of the
Hardline and Amur Provinces requiring
this measure. He aluimed that trans-
portation by other means not being prac
th-able. tills measure, subject to the con-
dition that Russian troops and war m.i •

terlal, transported by the line in ques-
tion, should not be authorised (o stop iti

Chinese territory, was not incompatible
with the principle of exclusively commer-
cial and industrial use of this railway.

Raron Komura said that he only wished
to make clear the meaning of the pro-
posal or the Plenipotentiaries of Japan
and that proposal had for lis object the
determination of the use. exclusively com-
mercial and Industrial but nowise for
Utratcgic purposes, of the railway in Man-
churia.

M. Witte said that he consented to the
engagement or Russia to this principle
on condition that the same engagement
be accepted hy Japan in regard to the
railway which will be retained and work-
ed by her in Manchuria,

Baron Komura having agreed to this

proposal for reciprocity provided the en-
gagement on the part of Japan did not
apply to the railway lying in the territory
affected by the lease of the Llaotung
Peninsula, Article VIII. was fixed as fol-

lows !

" Japan and Russia engage to retain and
exploit their respective railway lines In

Manchuria exclusively for commercial
and Industrial purposes and In nowise for
•strategic purposes.

" It Is a matter of course that this
restriction does not relate to the terri-

tory affected by the lease of the Llao-
tung Peninsula." (English text, Annex
No. IV.).

The sitting was suspended from 1

o'clock to 3 o'clock p.m. It was terminat-
ed at 130 p.m.

ANNKX NO. IV.

Article VIII. Japan and Russia engage
to retain and exploit their respective rail-

way lines In Manchuria exclusively for
commercial and Industrial purposes and
In no wise for strategic purposes.

It is a matter of course that this re-

<l rlcHi in <]i •• - hi it i elu te to t In- terrltO f
affected by the lease of Liaotung Penin-
sula.

ANNEX NO. V.

In the morning sitting of August ICt'.i.

the Conference has discussed Article VII.
until 1 o'clock when a rec ess was

ANNEX NO. VI.

In the afternoon silting of August lGth.
the Conference has discussed Articles
VII. and VIII.

Article VII. has been settled In prin-
ciple and Article VIII. uccepted unani-
mously. The Coherence adjourned at
>i.::o to y.::u to-morrow morning.

ANNEX NO. I.

T. The Plenipotentiaries of Japan take
note of the acceptance of this Article
In principle by the Imperial Russian Oo»
vernment. The right to construct anil I

exploit the railway between Harbin and
Port Arthur forms an Important part of

|

the lease of the Llaotung Peninsula. It

is a logical consequence that the railway
iu all Its parts and extensions should fol

low the destiny of the lease under which
it was built and Is now worked. Beside-;,

the natural point of division of the two
lines of railway is the point of Intersec-

tion of those lines. On the subject of the
immediate exercise by China of the right
of purchase of the line, the Plenipoten-
tiaries of Japan wish to say that the
Imperial Government of Japan will honj
and work the line in question subject to

the provisions of the concession an •(»

China's right of purchase and other con-
ditions in the same manner as the Im-
perial Russian Government will hold and
work i he Trans-Ma riehurlan line.

PROTOCOL NO. VI.

Mlktinc; or Tin: 17TII At'ut st. 1903.

The sitting was opened at 9.tS a.m.
The Plenipotentiaries of Japan proposed

to proceed to the discussion of Article-

IX.. concerning the reimbursement of the
war expenses, and presented to the Con-
ference a new note on thiB subject (Annex
No. I.)

The Plenipotentiaries or Russia replied
that they would not fail to present their
reply in wrning to that note, but that,
having already set forth their very cate-
gorical opinion on this question In the
general response annexed to Protocol No.
II.. they did not see the necessity of
reurnlng to the discussion of the same
subject.

The Plenipotentiaries of Japan asked
them If they meant to refuse to enter Into

discussion on this question, even on the
grounds of divergence, and expressed the
opinion that a discussion of the question
at issue in a spirit of conciliation would
perhaps he the hesl way or arriving at

an understanding.
The Plenipotentiaries of Russia did not

object to a friendly discussion of the
precise statement of the grounds of

divergence ; but they did not foresee the
possibility of attaining the object and re-

conciling such diverse opinions of the
two Parties, unless they succeeded In find-

ing a new ground perfectly favourable for

the discussion An attempt In this sense
was made by the Plenipotentiaries of

Russia, who in their reply had drawn
the attention of the Conference to the
reimbursement of certain Japanese ex-

penses incu-red for humanitarian purposes
as a possible basis of negotiation upon
this delicate point. As to the Idea of
reimbursing the war expenses properly so-

called, it d|J not correspond at all with
he real situation of Russia, which would
prefer taking up arms again rather than
submit to conditions Incompatible with
her national dignity.

The argumentation of Baron Komura
covered, substantially, the following

ANNEX NO. III.

Article VII. Russia engages to assign and
transfer to Japan, without compensation
and subject to the consent of the Chine**
Government, the portion of railway be-

tween and Port Arthur and all lis

branches together with all rights, privi-

leges and properties which appertain to

it in that region, as well as all coal mine-
in that region belonging to or worked
lor the benefit of the railway.
The High Contracting Parties mutually

engage to obtain the consent of the Chin-
ese Government mentioned in the above
stipulation.

He admits that RursIs has still the
strength to continue the war. but Japan
is also ready to pursue It, and the ex-

perience of one year and a half shows
clearly what will be Its future. The point

in question now Is. however, to find a
solution before pushing matters to an ex-

treme. If Russia considers all the In-

terests of her country, she will deem It

advantageous to make some pecuniary
sacrlfice* in order to safeguard other gra-
ver Interests. The greatest Powers have
had moments when they had to make
sacrifices In similar circumstances. The
very moderate terms of peace proposed by

Japan were elaborated by the Government
exclusively in view of the already attained
results of the war and compared with
those results they are very light. The
history of the past proves that if the
fortune of war had favoured Russia, she
would have presented much more onerous
terms. And If Japan. In spite of her
very certain position or being able to
continue the struggle advantageously, has
proposed such modest terms. It Is because
she Is slnoeroty anl nated by humanitarian
principles and hy an ardent desire to coti-
i lode pea i

i- in i be • >:. ;ni' .n iii'e:est .>r

the two countries and tor the welfare
or the- whole world While the two ad-
versaries continue the contest at arms,
e>ther countries are engaged in an econo-
mic competition and are gaining ground
whereas Japan and Russia remain behind.
The true Interest of the two count Tien
would 1* to put an end to the struggle
and re-enter Into the economic competi-
tion of the universe,

M. Witte set forth the following Ideas:

Russia desires peace, but she Is not
reduced to asking for peace at any price:
she will continue the struggle if she must
and will find the necessary means for
doing so still more easily than she would
for baying ;> humiliating peace. H«
thinks that prudence requires them not
to make suppositions concerning the fu-
ture results of the war. The terms pre-
sented by the Plcnlieotentiaries of Japan,
very far rrom being moderate and evinc-
ing humanitarian and pacific sentiments,
prove on the contrary the Intention or
Japan to take advantage of the circum-
stances to wrest from Russia everything;
that is possible by anticipating the suc-
cesses whlcn the Japanese consider pro-
bable, ir Russia were In a similar posi-
tion, she would certainly not have thought
or requiring the reimbursement of war
expenses unless she had taken possession
or the capital or the enemy's country.
Japan takes her stand upon fail* atcomplit
and occupied territories. But. In inter-

national law. it Is not enough to occupy
a territory, we must also be able to keep
It. M. Wltte fully shares the opinion
or Baron Komura that It would be ad-
vantageous for the two countries to put
an end to the struggle and to re-enter
into the current of the economic interests

of (he universe ; but he does not sec ou
the part of the Plenipotentiaries of Japan
a sincere and real desire to arrive at thel
object. The whole course of the present
negotiations has been, on the part ot
Russia, only a series of concessions in

all the questions wherever possible. But
at present is reached a point which tou-
ches the dignity of Russia where no more
concession is possible.

Baron Komura observed that every-
thing which M. Wltte thus far considered
as a Russian concession was in reality
only a simple exposition of the existing
state of things which strictly speaking
does not require to be recognized by
Russia and that it was Indispensable that
Russia should, if she was imbued with a
sincere sentiment of conciliation, recog-
nise the Justness of this demand based on
the uninterrupted military success of
Japan. He pointed out. besides, that M.
Witte had even refused to recognise an
Important fait accompli.

-.. Wltte replied mat he recognised the
fact of the occupation of Saghalien by
the Japanese forces, but that he did not
recognise the juridical value of this act
so long as it was not sanctioned by-

treaty.

After this exchange of views the Plenl-
isitentiaries of the two Powers found
that they could not come to agreement
on Article IX. and decided to pass on to
the succeeding articles.

The sitting was suspended at 12.45

I

to be resumed at 3 o'clock.

I The sitting was reopened at
i o'clock.
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DIABY OF THE BUSSOJAPANESR WAR. IX.

The Plenipotentiaries of Ruula deliv-

ered to the Conference their reply in
writing to the note on Article IX. pre-
sented by the Plenipotentiaries of Japan
at the morning sitting (Annex No. II.).

The Conference then proceeded to tlw
discussion of Article X. of the Japanese
draft, concerning the demand to surrender
to Japan all ships of war Interned In

neutrul ports.

In their response the Plenipotentiary
of Russia had already explained that such
a demand was contrary to International
law and 10 the dignity of Russia and
that It could not consequently be accepted
by her representatives.
At the present sitting the Plenipoten-

tiaries of Japan delivered to the Pleni-
potentiaries of Russia a new note (An-
nexes Nos. III. and IV.) In support oC
the Japanese point of view.

Marine examined this note, the Pleni-
potentiaries _f Russia declared that they
could nut sh ire that view. The principle
of International law is that If an arm.
corps or u ship seeks refuse on neutral
territory or In a neutral port, such corps
or ship shouid be disarmed, but not sur-

rendered to the enemy. If there fU
divergence between us only on that ques-
tion. It could t*» presented to a court if

arbitration and there could be hardly any
doubt as |n the Judgement which would
be pronounced.

Karon Komura replied that In present-

lng the demand in question. Japan took
her stand upon the following considera-

tions :

Though China declared at the begin-

ning of the war her intention to preserve
perfect neutrality, she never had the
strength necessary to fulfil her duties a.s

a neutral INiwer.

The Russian ships, having suffered In-

juries during naval combats—and here

only the vessels are considered which
wen? Interned In consequence of Injuries

caused by naval combats—sought refuse

In Chinese ports and. In spite of the rules

of Chinese neutrality requiring such ves-

sels to disarm If they did not put to sen

In 24 hours, took no decision for some
weeks, and If they were at last disarmed.

It was neither by their spontaneous act

nor by the Chinese authorities, but solely

by the pressure of the Japanese naval
forces. In these circumstances the Japan-
ese naval forces had an Indisputable right.

In order to defend their belligerent right 1

;,

to enter the ports of China to put those
rights Into execution, and If they did not
do so at Shanghai, it was solely because,

In accordance with the declaration made
by Japan at the beginning of the war,
they did not wish to do injury to the

commercial Interests of foreign Powers.

M. Wltte declared that he interpreted

quite otherwise the principle of Inter-

national law In question and that he had
never heard that a belligerent squadron
had the right to enter a neutral port and
perform therein acts of war on Its enemy.
The only mode of procedure which apper-

tained to the Japanese squadrons was, In

his opinion, to wait for the Russian ves-

sels In open sea and attack them upon
their leaving neutral ports. The fact is

that the ships are disarmed and will re-

main in neutral ports until the end of the

war. Once the war ends, there can be
no question as to whom those ships be-

long. M. Wltte could not consequently
change his opinion on this question nor
recognise the equity of the Japanese de-

mand.
Baron Komura replied that according

to the principle and precedents of Inter-

national law. In the case where a neutral

country cannot perform Its duties, the

belligerent may Itself exercise Its belli-

gerent rights In the domain of the neutral

country, and that It Japan abstained from
exercising them during the war. It was
because she Intended to raise this question

la the negotiations with Russia.

The discussion mot having led to the
reconciliation of the opinions of the P'

nlpotentlarles of the two Parties, they
decided to state this divergence and to

pass to the discussion of Article XI.
The text of this Article In the flrsl

Japanese draft was thus worded: " Russia
to engage to limit her naval strength In

the waters of the Extreme Bast."
In their reply the Plenipotentiaries of

Russia said: "Russia could not agree to

such an engagement Imposed by a foreign
Power, for It would be incompatible with
her dignity. The Imperial Government
believe themselves, however, to be in a
position to declare Chat It is not In theli

mind to keep In near future any consider-
able naval force In the waters of the

Pacific."

While confirming this reply, the Pleni-

potentiaries of Russia explained that the.

had no objection to Its being recorded In

Protocol or stated in some other art with-
out chancing the wording. They even
proposed to make It the subject of a
special declaration which should be sign-

ed by the two Plenipotentiaries and sub-
mitted for confirmation to the Emperor
of Russia.
The Plenipotentiaries of Japan repllnl

that they accepted In principle these
words, but that the text of the draft de-

claration appeared to them too vague
considering the great Importance of the
question for the national security of
Japan. They Insisted especially upon the
precision of the words "ronsi'dVroblc naval
rone," seelns (hat though Russia had ;<»

interest in maintaining squadrons suffi-

ciently strong In the Italtlc and In the

Black Sen. she did note ease to send
powerful naval reinforcements to the Ex-
treme East with the object of assuring
herself of maritime supremacy over
Japan. To which M. Wltte replied that

it would be very difficult to make the word
more precise, for what is recognised -is

considerable at one time Is not so at ano-

ther and that, moreover, words slgnlf>

but little wnen the two Parties are sin-

cerely animated by the desire to maintain
good confidential relations.

The Plenlpotentlrlaes of Japan drew
the attention of the Plenipotentiaries of

Russia to yet another expression In the

draft declaration which did not appenr
to them precise enough and which. !n

their opinion, required to be determined,
namely, the words "In near future," re-

marking tha: such vague wording could
not produce the effect desired by them.
The Plenipotentiaries of Russia replied

that they saw no other way of expressing
these Ideas with greater precision ; after
which they proposed to defer the decision
on Article XI. until the next sitting.

This proposal was accepted by the Ple-

nipotentiaries of Japan.
The sitting was closed at 6.30 p.m.

strictly limited to the actual direct ex-
penses of the war and to that extent >ho
Imperial Government of Janan firmly be-
lieve that they are lustly entitled to re-
imbursement. The Plenipotentiaries of
Japan accordingly do not find It possible
to abandon the claim. They are never-
theless prepared to approach the question
of the formula to be used as well as the
adjustment of the amount to be reimburs-
ed In the spirit of conciliation and accom-
modation and they feel compelled to
earnestly urce the Plenipotentiaries of
Russia to reconsider the question In the
light of these remarks.

ANNEX No. II

The Plenipotentiaries of Russia hava
taken into set ions oi.slrleratlon the not*
which Their Ex. elK-wles the Plenipoten-
tiaries of Japan were good enough to
deliver to them relatlvo te the article
concerning the reimbursement to Japan
of war expenses. They take note win
satisfaction of the declaration of Mes-
sieurs the Plenipotentiaries of Japan that
in puttlnc forward this demand it was In
no wise their intention to make to Russia
a proposal incompatible with the dignity
of a great Power.

Nevertheless, In spite of their most
sincere desire to re:ih an understanding
which would put »ii end to the war. the
Plenipotentiaries of Russia find thmselves
obliged to de.'are c-'egorlcilly that Rus-
sia can not slsn a treaty of peace under
which she engages to reimburse to an
enemy, even favoured by great military
successes. Its w-ar °xpenses.

Neither the histo-v of International re
latlons nor the principles of equity couli
Justify such a demand addressed to Russia
which, though she has not so far been
favoured by the fortune of arms. Is not
In any way In the imltlon of a vanquish-
ed Power reduced to submit to the will
of the conqueror.

In these conditions the search for a
form to be adopted for roverlng such a
transaction as well as the adjustment
of the amount which should be relm-

ANNEX No. I.

9. The Plenipotentiaries of Japan have
given their most serious consideration to

the observations of the Plenipotentiaries
of Kussla on the MBjMt of this Article.

They are unable to share the conclusions
which the Plenipotentiaries of Russia
would draw from the admission of the

claim of Japan und.-r thts head. In such
an admission there could exist no In-

ference that Russia was no longer able
to continue the struggle. The Plenipo-
tentiaries of Japan have no Intention to
claim any terms that will be humiliating
to Russia as that would not consist wi h
a Just sense of the dignity of a great
Power, and they believe that the whole
civilised world would find, in the admis-
sion of the principle of reimbursement In

the actual circumstances of the case,

nothing more than the recognition of the
historical fact that up to this time the
arms of Japan have been successful. The
claim of Japan contains nothing of an
Indirect or consequential nature. It is

ANNEX No. III.

10. The Plenipotentiaries of Japan ad-
vanced this claim not so much on account
of the material advantages likely to
accrue to Japan from Its acceptance, as
from the conviction fbat It wss In accord-
ance with the prir.clples of the law of
nations. It is no doubt true that the
claim is without the support of exact pre-
cedent In International relations, but that
circumstance Is due to the fart that no
rases have arisen In which belligerent
ships of war have In the sequel of battle
sought asylum In neutral ports and been
there Interned. If prolonged sanctuary
had not been extended to the vessels In
question It It, probable that the larger
part of them would ultimately have fallen
Into the hands of the Japanese forces. It

does not seem to be consistent with the
principles of justice that vessels by seek-
ing the hospitality of neutral porta, should
tie permitted to escape the consequences
of battle. There can be no question of
national dignity In connection with the
fulfilment of International obligations.

The claim of the Plenipotentiaries of
Japan applies only to vessels that were
damaged In battle. In the circumstances
of the case the Plenipotentiaries of Japan
feel Justified in maintaining the claim.

ANNEX No. V.

In the afternoon sitting of August l?th,

the Conference has discussed Article iX.

Not being able to arrive at an agreement,
the Plenipotentiaries have decided to ta'<o

note of the divergence of views, and the
Confereace adjourned to 3 o'clock In the
afternoon.
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DIABY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR.

ANNEX No. VI.

In the afternoon sluing of AuguB( 17th
Articles X. end XI. have been discussed
Regarding Article X.. the Plenipotentia-
ries have shown a divergency of views
which has not lieen settled. Article XI.
has been reserved Ji r further dlscusslou.
The Conference
August 18tb.

adjourned (111 to-morrow

PROTOCOL No. VII.

MkRUHl »f nir. ISrii Arm st, 1905.

The sitting was opened at 10 a.m.
The Plenipotentiaries decided to con- i

tlnue the discussion on Article XI. com-
menced at the preceding sitting.

Baron Komtira declared that the Pleni-

potentiaries of Japan had very carefully
studied the question of Article XI , that

they considered that It would be difficult

to find a form of declaration of a nature
satisfactory to bo;h Parties, and that

they sot themselves to make on this occa-

sion a special declaration.

This declaration was presented forth-

with to the Conference (Annexes No. I.

and II ).

Soon after, the four Plenipotentiaries

had a private conference,
The sitting was resumed at 3.30 p.m.

The Plenipotentiaries decided to state

the dlvergen.e of their views on Article i

XI. and proceed to the discussion of Ar-

tlcle XII.. concerning fishery along tlic

The draft of this Article proposed l)y

the Japanese Plenipotentiaries was thus
worded: "Russia to grant to Japai.ese sub-

jects full fishery rights along the coasts

and In the bays, harbours. Inlets and rivers

of her possessions In the Japan. Okhotsk,
and Behring Seas."

In their response the Plenipotentiaries

of Russia explained that Russia was ready
to arrange with Japan regarding this que*
tion. but (hat fishery rights could only ex-

tend over the sea-coasts themselves with-

out touching me Inlets and rivers, and
that already-existing rights should remain
In force.

The Plenipotentiaries of japan having
acceded to this reservation, the text or

Article XII. vaa definitively fixed as fol-

lows:
"Russia engages to arrange with Janau

for granting to Japanese subjects rights

of fishery along the coasts of the Russian
possessions in the Japan. Okhotsk, and
Bchrlns Seas. It Is a matter of course
that rights already belonging in that re-

gion to Russian nnd foreign subjects

shall remain in force."

The sitting was terminated at 4.30 p.m.

ANNEX No. L

The Plenipotentiaries of Japan declare

that animated by the Rlncere desire to

brine about a satisfactory adjustment of

all the questions on which agreement has
not been reached, they will be prepared

to withdraw (he conditions concerning the

limitation of the naval strength and the

surrender of interned ships If the Plenipo-

tentiaries of Russia are disposed to con-

sider In a spirit of conciliation the ques-

tions of the cession of Saghnllen and the

reimbursement of the war expenses.

ANNEX No. III.

In the morning sitting of

the Conference has continued the
slon of Article XI. which will be

at 3 o'clock in the afternoon.

18(h.

ANNEX No. IV.

In the afternoon sitting of August 18th,

not being able to arrive at an agreement
on Article XI., the conference has pajseo
to the discussion of the last Article which
haB been settled unanimously. The next
sitting will he held next
22nd at 3 o'clock p.m.

PROTOCOL No. VIII.

Mkftino or the 23en Ai<;ibt. 1903.

The sitting was opened at 2.30 p.m.
The Plenipotentiaries proceeded to the

signature of the Protocols or the preceed-
Ing sittings.

M. Wltte observed that the work of this

Conference having resulted In an und -r-

standlng on most of toe articles propiuJ
by the Plenipotentiaries of Japan, there

"till remained four points on which t-iev

had ii* it succeeded In oming to an a/re°-

ment. and he gave out the Idea that It

would perhaps be useful to seek out the
causes of this divergence in order to try

to remove them its far as was possible.

Huron Komura replied that the Plc.il-

polentiarlcs of Japan shared this opinion

and declared that in the course of the

negotiations In this Conference they were
satisfied that they had fully demonstrated
(he sincerity of the desire of (heir Go-

vernment to put an end to the calamlfe.-,

of war by the mi deration of their terms
of peace and. also, by their promptness
in withdrawing the points 10 and II on
condition thai (he queslons of the ces

slon of Saghallen and the reimbursement
of war expenses should be satisfactorily

adjusted. He added that, as an addi-

tional evident e of the sincerity of their

iiovernment, they were now ready to

make further concessions and that they
submitted to the Plenipotentiaries of Rus-
sia a plan or mutual concessions hoping
that this plan would lie (he subject,

on the part of the Plenipotentiaries of

Russia, or the most serious consideration
which Its supreme Importance required.

He then delivered to M. Wltte a note
i Annexes Nos. I. and II.), saying that (his
note contains the plan or mutual conces-

sions which the Plenipotentiaries of Japan
propose with the approval of their Go-
vernment.

M. Wide declared that the Plenipoten-
tiaries of Russia had also made on their

part every possible effort In the course o'

the Conference to arrive at an under
standing and to (ermlnate this war which
afflicts (he world. They were very grate-

ful to (he Plenlpolentlarles of Japan for

their new step towards pacification which
animates both Parties. M. Wltte was de-

sirous, however, before expressing an opi-

nion, to account fully for the situation

and wished to know If the Plenipotentia-

ries of Japan believed any arrangement
or combination possible, which excluded
all Ideas of the reimbursement of war ex-

penses under any form whatever except-

ing (he expenses of maintaining (be pri-

soners of war.

Baron Komura replied (hat (he plan
presented by the Plenipotentiaries of

Japan was elaborated with (he object of
removing all difficulties In the solution of
the two Important questions, those of
Saghallen and war expenses. He thought
that If this suggestion was accepted, it

would be, on the one hand, a compromise
with regard to the question of Saghallen.
the possession of which is considered es-

sential by the Government of Japan, es-

pecially In view of the actual occupation
of the Island and that it was, on the other,

a compromise on the question of war ex-

penses which the Plenipotentiaries of

Russia did not find possible to pay under
the name of reimburaem*n( of war ex-

penses. He remarked (hat this form
would remove the very strong object 'nnn

i

raised by the Plenipotentiaries of Hassle,

that It was at the same time a mode of
restoring the northern portion of Saglii"-

lien (o Russia, and that Japan should
receive such an amount of money as her

Government thought themselves justified

in receiving for agreeing to restore that

portion of the Island. He finally begged
the Plenipotentiaries of Russia to keep
in view the fact that the withdrawal of
the claim of Japan to the reimbursement
of war expenses was possible only on

i
condition that this compromise was ac-
cepted as Is further set forth In the note.

Before approaching the fundamental
question, M. \\ itte expressed a desire to
know (he opinion of the Plenipotentiaries
of Japan on another point, which ha
wished to communicate to them as an en-
tirely private and personal supposition
and which might lie formulated as fol-

lows: Supposing Russia agreed to cede to
Japan the whole Island of Saghalltn,
would it be possible for Japan to give
up on this condition all Ideas of a pecu-
niary reimbursement T

Baron Komura replied that If such >m
arrangement were possible, the solution
of the questions at Issue would have be P.

comparatively easy, but that it was as
difficult for the Japanese Government U>
dispense with their claim 1o reimburse-
ment of war expenses as it was for theu
tn consent to the restoration of the who's
or Saghallen. He added that this ulan
was proposed In order to meet the difficul-

ties half-way and that the essential idea
was mutual concessions on both sides.

M. Wltte remarked that he looked with
satisfaction upon the efforts of the Pleni-

potentiaries of Japan to arrive at an un-
derstanding, but that the pecuniary ques-
tion would render these efforts fruitless.

He wished consequently to make sure If

there really existed no means of settling

the questions at Issue without any reim-
bursement of expenses except those 'or
the maintenance of the prisoners of war
and If the Plenipotentiaries of Japan had
not some other plan.

Baron Komura replied that the Plenipo-
tentiaries of Japan could find no other
plan and thai, in their opinion, the pro-
posed plan was very Just and the only one
which Is suited to eliminate all difficul-

ties. He added (hat If. however, the Ple-
nipotentiaries of Russia could suggest
some other plan, the Plenipotentiaries of
Japan would willingly consider It.

M. Wltte replied (ha( l( would be very
difficult for him to propose a plan In the
actual slate of ..dngs. tha( he hellevel
It necessary previously to seek for t*»o

elements of some possible combination,
and (hat It was precisely the end aimed
at In (he present exchange or views. The
Japanese plan contained in substance the
following proposition: Japan cedes to
Russia the nortnern portion of Saghalle-s.

Russia pays In exchange a sum of money
Russia could t.ierefore accept this offer

or not. If she accepts It. she pays the
sum agreed upon and keeps the northern
portion of Saghallen: If she does not ac-
cept If, she keeps on the contrary the
money and renounces the possession of
the Island. Supposing Russia accepted
this last alternative and stating quite
clearly that this was not a formal pro-
posal of Russia but only a logical deduc-
tion from the Japanese plan Itself. M.
Wltte expressed a desire to know what
would In that event be the opinion of the
Government of Japan on such a combina-
tion.

Baron Komura remarked that though
M. Witte considered such a combination
a logical consequence of the compromise
In question, he would desire to have it

understood that the plan proposed by the
I'lenlpotentlnrles of Japan was made with
the Idea of not abandoning the claim
to the reimbursement of war expenses,
and that consequently the conclusion of
M. Wltte, though It might be a logical
deduction from the Japanese plan In the
matter of form, was quite contrary to
that plan In substance.

I'pon M. Wllte's asking If he could con-
clude from all that had passed that any
combination which entirely excluded a
reimbursement of war expenses would be
unacceptable to Japan, Baron Komtira
replied In the affirmative and explained
that any combination other than that
under the proposed form was unaccept-
able. He then remarked that In formulat-
ing (his plan, (be Plenlpolentiarien of
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Japan had tn view a much more important
thins: which was (hat If thla plan was
accepted. It would have the result of not
permitting any cause of Irritation to re-

main between the two sides, for Its essen-
tial Idea being mutual concessions, the
latter would be the consequence of spon-
taneous action on either side and not the
result of constraint. He further express-
ed. In view of these considerations, the
ardent hope of the Plenipotentiaries of
Japan that the Plenipotentiaries of Russia
will be ahle to Rce their way to take Info
due consideration this plan of compromise
and that he will be able to know, since
M. Wltte had declared that he had no for-
mula or plan as a mode of solution ap-
proved by the Russian Government. If

this plan of compromise above-indicated
would be acceptable or not to that Go-
vernment.
To this M. Wltte replied that after the

explanations of Baron Komura it was
QUlta evident that the Japanese plan con-
tained In substance a demand for reim-
bursement of war expenses under a new
form and that any other plan without
this clause would be unacceptable to
Japan. And as Russia, on her part, could
not consent to reimbursement other than
for the maintenance of prisoners of war,
M. Wltte declared that there was no pro-
bability of the plan In question being
accepted by Russia.
Having recognised that the positions

of the two Governments on the question i

at issue had been made sufficiently clear
by the a bove-mentioned discussions, the
Plenipotentiaries decided to close the sit-

ting and meet again in a final sitting on
Saturday, the 26th August.

After having elaborated a communica-
tion to the press (Annex No. Ill ), ihe
sitting was terminated at 3.30 p.m.

ANNEX NO. I.

t The Island of Snghallen to be divid-
ed into two parts, the territory lying
north of the Soth degree. North Latitude,
to be restored to Russia and the terrltoiy
lying to the south of that paralled to
belong to Japan.

-'. Japan and Russia to engage respec-
tively not to take any measures which
may Impede the free navigation of the
La Perouse and Tartary Straits.

3. Russia to pay to Japan ¥1.200.000,000
as compensation for the restoration of
the portion of Snghallen Island to the
north of the 50th parallel, North Latitude.

4. Upon the conclusion of an arrange-
ment In the above sense, Japan to with-
draw her demand concerning reimburse-
ment of war expenses, but such with-
drawal Is not to apply to the expenses
Incurred by Japan for the care and main-

of Russian prisoners of war.

ANNEX NO. III.

In the sitting of August 22nd. the Con-
ference has proceeded to the examination
and signature of the Protocols of the
preceding sittings. It has been decided
that the next sitting will be held Satur-
day August 26th.

PROTOCOL NO. IX.

Meetiso of the 26th ArotST, 1905.

The silting was opened at 1.30 p.m.
The Plenipotentiaries proceeded to the

signature of the Protocol of the preced-
ing sitting.

They then decided to meet again on
Monday, the 2Kth August and agreed on
the following communication to the press:

" At the sitting of the 2fith August, the

Conference proceeded to the signature of

the Protocol of the preceding sitting. The
next sitting will take place on
the 28th August, at 3 p.m."
The sitting was closed at 4.40.

PROTOCOL NO. X.

Meeting or the 29th Aitovst 1905.

The sitting was opened at 10.55 a.m.
The Plenipotentiaries proceeded to the

signature of the Protocol of the precedes
sitting.

Ipon the request of Huron Komura tt

lie informed of the official reply of the
Russian Government to the plan presented
by the Plenipotentiaries of Japan at the
sitting of the 23rd August (Protocol No.
VIII ). the Plenipotentiaries of Russia
transmitted DO him a notice which ex-
pressed the consent of His Majesty the
Emperor of Russia (0 eeile to Japan on
the conditions set forth in the notice the
southern portion of Saghalien (Annex
No. I.).

Having examined this document, the
Plenipotentiaries of Japan declared that
they had a special communication ti
make on Ihe subject In conformity with
the Instructions of their Government and
they presented a notice (Annexes Nos, II

and III.) stating that the Government of

Japan are disposed to withdraw their
claim to reimbursement " provided Russia
recognises as a (nit attompli the occupa-
tion or Ihe Island of Saghalien by Japan."
The Plenipotentiaries of Russia replied

that they could not agree to the terms
of this last riwrvutlon in view of th^
categorical order of H.M. the Emperor,
their August Master, contained In the
notice which they haul Just presented to

the Conference.

Then Baron Komura declared that ..•

Government of Japan, animated by a
sincere desire to reestablish peace, agreed
to leave In the possession of Russia the
northern portion of Saghalien without
any reimbursement but on condition that

the boundary between the two portions of

the Island should follow the 5nth degrea
of north latitude and that the reserx'atlon

on military measures contained In tn*
Russian notice as well as the engagement
to guarantee freedom of navigation in

the Straits of La Perouse and Tartary
should be reciprocal.

M. Witte. taking note of the above-
mentioned consent of Japan, replied thi:t

Russia had not taken up to the present
and did not Intend to take In the future

any military measure on the territory or
the coasts of Saghalien so that there was,
In his opinion, no reason to entertain
doubts on this subject, but that he had
no objection to giving to the engagement
In question a reciprocal value in confor-

mity with the opinion of Baron Komura.
As regards the boundary line between the

two portions of the Island, the Pleni-

potentiaries of Russia had no objection

In principle to the line following the

50th degree, but they thought that a deli-

mitation more detailed and more conform-
able to the configuration of the country
should be made on the spot by a special

commission.
The Plenipotentiaries of Japan replied

that they shared this opinion and the

question was settled. There was yet an-

other question relating to Saghalien, whl^h
the Plenipotentiaries of Japan believed It

their duty to submit to the Conference. It

was the question of the Russian peniten-

tiary colonies whose neighbourhood has

always caused great embarassment to the

Japanese Government even when they

were separated from the Island of Hok-

kaido hy a strait. The Plenipotentiaries!

of Japan hoped that the Government of

Russia would take this Into consideration

and not maintain penitentiary colonies in

the northern portion of Saghalien.

M. Wltte replied that this question was
not within his competence, that It be-

longed to the Department of the Interior,

and that he could not take upon himself

any engagement on this subject. He
believed, however, that he could affirm I

that If the Government of Russia found it

.

necessary to maintain penltentlaryy colo-

In Saghalien, they would not fall to
at the same time every measure

such colonies becoming a source
of annoyance to their neighbours.
The question of Saghalien being recog-

nised as sufficiently ileared, the Plenipo-
tentiaries left it to the rare of the Secre-
taries to prepare the wording or Article
V.

M. Wltte then suggested the idea that
the Conference having decided on all the
great questions of principle and come to
secondary questions and those of detail,
it would he opportune to invite the dele-
gates to take part in the work of the
Conference He wished to Invite to the
afternoon sitting M M. de Martens. Chlpoff
Pokotlloff. and Yermotoff.
The Plenipotentiaries of Japan replied!

that they had no objection to the Invita-
tion of the above-named delegates to the
Conference and that they Intended tn
profit by the same right when they should
And It necessary. Baron Komura ndd:'d
that he proposed first to submit to the
Conference some questions of principle
which should In his opinion be settled
forthwith by the Plenipotentiaries,
These questions concerned ;

1. The mode of evacuation of Man-

2. The determination of the pnlnt of
demarcation between the respective rail-
way lines in Manchuria :

3. The protection of the railway lines.
Concerning the first point It bad been

stipulated In Article II. (Protocol No. III.)

that the evacuation of Manchuria should
take place in accordance with the provl-
slons of an additional article. In view if

this stipulation Baton Komura propose.!
to the Conference a special plan elaborat-
ed by the Government of Japan (Annex
Nos. IV. and V.) and begged the Pleni-
potentiaries of Russia to examine this
plan and give their opinion on this sub-
ject—or else to suggest some other plan,
M. Wltte replied that he could not form

plans respecting evacuation, that it w.n
a special question which depended to a
great extent upon the carrying capacity
of the railway and upon local conditions,
and that he could here only lay down the
principle liases of an arrangement. These
bases may be formulated as follows :

1. The evacuation ought to take place in
such a manner that the numt>er of Japan-
ese and Russian troops who remain In

Manchuria at any time shall he almo-t
equal : 2. The troops ought to be with-
drawn first from the front positions : 3.

principles ought to serve as the
tor a convention concerning the

mode and periods of evacuation which
should be concluded by the Commanders
In chief.

Baron Komura said that he had no
objection to mentioning in the treaty only
the principal basis of the arrangement in
question and asked for the proposal of a
plan : M. Wltte acquiesced.

The second question raised by Baron
Komura was that or the point of demar-
cation between the respective railway lines
dealt with in Article VII, This question
had been deferred until the receipt of
precise Information regarding the exist-

ence of a branch railway between Kuan-
eheng-uu and Klrln ( Protocol No. V.0.

The reply having been received stating
that the branch In question did not yet
exist, the Plenipotentiaries of Russia
agreed to declare that In view of this

state of things they had no objection to

the Japanese constructing a branch t»

Klrln from Kuan-cheng-txu or any other
station which shall be in tbelr possession.

It was then decided that the town of

Kuan-eheng't7u should serve as the point

of demarcation between the respective

lines and that Article VII. should accord-

ingly be completed.
The third question referred to the protet -

tlon of the Manchurlan railway. Id Ik

project presented to the Conference
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(Annexe* Nos. VI. and VII ), the Pleni-
potentiaries <if Japan proposed to conclude
a special arrangement In the form of i
protocol annexed to the Treaty of Peace,
in which It should be stipulated that the
two Governments reserved to themselves
the right to maintain railway guards In

number not exceeding Ave persons per
kilometre,

M. Wltte observed that It would be
difficult at present to determine the num-
ber of guards necessary ; the number
would be more considerable nt first while
the attitude of the Chinese population Is

uncertain : It could he afterwards reduced
as normal order is reestablished in Man-
churia. It would consequently be mora
practical to say that the two Governments
reserved to themselves the right to main-
tain in Manchuria railway guards whose
number shall oe fixed by common accord
In conformity with the extent of the way
to be protected.

Baron Komura was in principle of the
MUM opinion but he thought it necessary
to make a definite arrangement on this

subject.

In view of the phase which the nego-
tiations had just entered. M. Wltte gave
out the opinion that it would be opportune
to take measures fur the immediate cessa-
tion of hostilities. He proposed to tele-

graph to the respective Governments beg-
ging thorn to give necessary orders to the
Commanders In chief for authorizing
them to declare a suspension of arms
and make arrangements for establishing
an armistice.

llama Komura said that he would ask
by telegraph the Instructions of his Go-
vernment on this subject and that pend-
ing the receipt of a reply he to Id not
give uu opinion in a precise manner.
The sitting was closed at 12.30 p.m.

The sitting was re-opened at 3 p.m.
There were present, besides the Pleni-

potentiaries and Secretaries. MM. de
Martens. Chipoff. Pokotlloff, and Yermo-
loff.

Baron Komura drew the attention or
the Conference to the opportunity of set-

tling the questions given hereunder, and
presented for each of these questions a
notice In the English language with a
French translation :

1. Exchange of prisoners of war
(Annexes Nos. VIII. and IX.):

2. Commercial relations between the
two Powers (Annexes Nos. X. and
XI.);

3. Arrangements for the connecting
services of the Jnpanese and Rus-
sian railways In Manchuria (Annexes
Nos. XIL and XIII.):

4. Exchange of ratification of the
Treaty of Peace (Annexes Nos.
XIV. and XV).

Before approaching these questions, the
Plenipotentiaries exchanged views on the
form and substance of the Treaty of
Peace which was to be concluded. It

was decided, in order to terminate this

work with the least possible delay. (1)

that the treaty should not be preliminary,
but definitive: (2) that It should contain
all the necessary provisions which can
be settled at this Conterence and leave
only the questions of detail or those
having a local character, which did not
permit an immediate settlement, to the
care of special Commissions winch would
have to conform In their work to the
principles laid down In the Treaty ot

Proceeding to the examination of the
first question raised by Baron Komura
on the exchange of prisoners of war

j

(Annexes Nos. VIII. and IX.). M. Wltte
observed that, except tne French wording,
he had no objection In principle to wie i

tert of the article proposed on this sub- I

Ject by the Plenipotentiaries of Japan,
"m ralculatinn 1

of the actual and direct expenses Incur-

red by Japan, the adjustment of the ac-

counts, and the eventual examination by
the Russian authorities of such documents
would require a certain lapse of time,
he thought It would be Impossible to

fix In the article Itself the exact date at

which the accounts of the expenses should
be paid. m. Wltte added that as soon as

these works should be terminated, the
Russian Government would proceed to

the payment of the settled sum a few
days later, llaron Komura agreeing to

sav In the article that these accounts
" shall be paid as soon as possible," this

wording was adopted by the Conference.
Concerning the second question rela-

tive to the establishment of commercial
relations between the two Powers I Annexes
Nos. X. and XI. I. the Plenipotentiaries
of Japan explained In their notice that

the treaties of commerce between Jap in

and Russia having „een annulled by the

war. It would !*.> necessary to insert in

the Treaty of Pence a special artlrle

stipulating th:it the Powers will adopt as

the basis of their commercial relations

pending the (inclusions of a new treaty

the system of reciprocal treatment ou
the footing of the most favoured nation.

M. Wltte remarked that he believed

that the war once terminated, till the

treaties and conventions which were in

operation before the war wouid recover
their force, the war having only suspend-

ed their executory force, but that he would
secure the opinion of M. de Martens.

M. de Martens explained that It was
usual to insert In the treaty of peace a

special article to the effect that treaties

which existed before the war shall come
afresh into force.

Baton Komura observed that the usage

Itself of Inserting such an article proves

that the revival or treaties by the fact

Itself of the conclusion of peace was not

considered a principle of International

law. It would prove on the contrary the

principle of annulment and not of suspen-

sion of force or treaties by tne fact ot

war. In the present case there would
lie two means ; either to revive d>- a

special article the treaty which was In

force before the war or to conclude a

new treaty. But deeming that It would

be more advantageous to the commercial

relations between the two countries to

conclude a new treaty, he proposed to

stipulate In the Treaty of Peace that

pending the conclusion of a new treaty,

the two Powers shall adopt the rule above

Indicated.

M. Wltte replied that ho had no objec-

tion to the elaboration of a new treaty

Instead of reviving the old, but that from
a practical point of view It would be
preferable for the wo Parties to say sim-

ply that the treaties which existed before

the war shall come afresh into force and
continue to bo executory pending the con-

clusion of a new treaty.

Baron Komura said that It was prefer-

able to conclude a new treaty by stipu-

lating the treatment of commercial rela-

tions pending such conclusion In the

proposed by him, because there
details in the old treaty which

could not perhaps be revived from the

point of view of the commercial Interests

of the two countries. He added that a

new treaty to be concluded would not
sensibly differ In principle from the old

treaty and that such was. moreover, the
Intention of the Japanese Government. M.
Wltte replied that he would agree to the
proposal of Baron Komura, but that he
thought It necessary to say clearly in the
article that the new treaty to be concluded
shall have for its basis the old Treaty of
1895. Baron Komura having agreed to

the Insertion of this Idea in the article,
the question was settled.

M. Wltte, however, remarked that the
ot the proposed article, on

of a consul at Vladivostok.

should be treated apart and not appear
in the Treaty of Peace. He added that
the agreement to this proposal would be
a unilateral concession on the part of

Russia and that consequently, to ngTae
thereto, be would probably have to ask
for the nomination of a Russian consul
In a similar Japanese port. Baron Komura
remarked that this question had been the
subject of prolonged discussions between
the two Powers previously to the war and
that consequently he wished to solve It

on this occasion .but that he had no ob-
jection to Its being postponed to the time
Of negotiation of the treaty of commerce.
The Plenipotentiaries decided to adopt
ibis view.

Concerning the third question on the
arrangement of the connecting services ot
the Japanese and Russian railways In
Manchuria (Annexes Nos. XII. and XIII.).
the Plenipotentiaries of Russia accepted
the draft article proposed by the Pleni-
potentiaries of Japan.

Passing on to the fourth question on
the exchange of ratifications of the Treaty
I Annexes Nos. XIV, and XV.). the Pleni-
potentiaries of the two Powers, after hav-
ing exchanged their opinions on this sub-
ject, decided with the object or hastening
this matter to adopt the rollowing method:
When the Treay shall be conclude.! and
signed, the Plenipotentiaries shall present
it to their respective Governments. A»
soon as It shull have obtaineu Imperial
rntiflratlon, the Government of Japan
shall communicate the fact by telegraph
to the Ambassador of the Cnlted States
of America at St. Petersburg and the Go-
vernment of Russia to the Minister of
France at Tokyo so that they may an-
nounce It to the two Governments and
that such announcements shall take the
place of the regular exchange of ratifi-

cations.

All the fundamental questions being
thus settled, the Plenipotentiaries decided
to entrust the drawing up of tho Treaty
of Peace to M. Denlson. assisted by MM.
Adatci and Otrhlal and to M M. de Martens
and Pokotlloff. assisted by M. de Plancon.

After having elaborated a communica-
tion to the Press (Annex No. XVI.). the
sitting was closed at 5 p.m.

ANNEX NO. I.

The notice presented by the Plenipoten-
tiaries of Japan at the sitting of the
23rd August and formulating In four
points the proposal to restore to Russia the
northern portion of Saghallen for a sum
of VI.200,000,000, has been the subject
of the most serious consideration on the
part of the Imperial Government of Russia,

In reply to that notice, the Plenipoten-
tiaries of Russia have the honour to
Inform the Plenipotentiaries of Japan that
the payment of any sum. excepting that
for the maintenance ot prisoners of war,
being contrary to one of the principal
bases set forth by Russia at the time of
the opening of the negotiations, the Im-
perial Government of Russia And It im-
possible to agree to the aforesaid proposal.
The Plenipotentiaries ot Russia have

also presented to the Conference the very
serious reasons demonstrating the Import-
ance to Russia of the possession ot the
whole Island of Saghallen.
However. His Majesty the Emperor, m

order to give a new evidence of Hla
sincere desire to contribute to the re es-
tablishment of pence In the Extreme East,
agrees to cede to Japan the southern por-
tion of the Island ot Saghallen on condi-
tion that the northern portion remains In
the possession of Russia without any pecu-
niary compensation. It Is fully understood
that Japan shall In such case guarantee
freedom of navigation In the Strait of
La Perouse and engages not to take any
military measure In the portion of Sagha-
llen occupied by her.

In presenting this plan to the considera-
tion ot the Plenipotentiaries of Japan, the
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Plenipotentiaries of Russia hare the

honour to declare by order of their August
Muster that this plan forms the last con-

ee-eimi which Russia can make with the

Bole oh).-. • of arrlvinK at an understand

ANNKX S'O. II.

The Japanese Government sincerely be

llcve thai they are Justly entitled to elalm
reimbursement of the expense* of the win
hut taklni: note of the absolute refusal of

thr Russian Government to entertain such
• claim, and considering the consequences
thut would inevitably ensue it they should
persist In their demand, have, for the sake
of humanity and civilisation and in re-

i 'i, ill Itn i,| • In I rue int. : - -: - e( .1.. . .ii, ,r, .

Russia, authorised the Plenipotentiaries
of Japan to offer to withdraw the claim to

Until such time as China Is able ana
ready to assume and fulfil the duty,
the Imperial Governments of Japan and
Russia reserve to themselves the rlgnt

to maintain railway guards for the due
protection Of their respective Man
rhurlan railway lines, properties and
traffic. The two Governments, howevei
reciprocally engage that the guards to

be so maintained shall not In any case
exceed fi. e persons to each kilometre ol

railway.

ANNKX NO. VIII.

As soon as possible after the exchange
of the ratifications of this Treaty, all pri-

soners of war shall be reciprocally restoi

ed. The lm|>erlal Governments of Japan
and Russia shall each appoint a special

atlch reimbursement, provided Russia re- commissioner to take charge of prisoners,
cognises as a fail accompli the occupation All prisoners in the hands of one Govern
of the Island of Saghalien by Japan.

ANNEX NO. XVI.

In the morning sitting of August 29.

coTit.lei* agreement In principle on atl

points has been arrived at by the Con-
ference and It has hern decided to proceed
to elaborate the details

In Ihe afternoon sitting cf August 29,

the Conference has dlscussi d the detail*

of the Treaty of Peace. It has been
decided lo entrust the drafting of the
clauses of the Treaty to M. Oenlsnn. l^egal

Adviser to the Foreign Office of Japan,
and Privy Councillor dc Martens of the
Foreign Ofli.e uf Russia so a* to flni-.li

the work as soon as possible

ANNKX NO. IV.

men I. shall i* delivered to and received
by the special commissioner of the other
Government, in such convenient numbers
and at such convenient port or ports ot

the delivering State aa such delivering

been completed, a statement of the
pendltures respectively Incurred by them
for the rare and maintenance of prisoner
from the date of capture or surrender up
to the time of death or delivery. Russia
engages to repay to Japan within
days after the exchange of the statements
as above provided, the difference between
the actual amount so expended by Japan
and the actual amount similarly disburse.!
by

~

The undersigned, Plenipotentiaries of !

Ills Majesty the Kmpernr or Japan and I

State shall notify in advance to the spe
His Majesty the Emperor of Russia. In ' commissioner of the receiving State,

execution of the provisions of Article II. The Governments or Japan and Russia
of the Treaty or Peace signed this day. shall present to each other within
have agreed upon the rollowlng additional 1 <'ay-» tltOf the delivery of
Articla :—
Japan and Russia mutually engage com-

pletely and simultaneously lo withdraw
their military forces from Manchuria and
Its neighbourhood In three periods as foi

lows :

l*t Period.—The withdrawal shall
begin within len days after the ratifica-
tion of the 'Treaty of Peace and be
completed within four months.

—

The Japanese forces In Manchuria
are to be withdrawn within a line
connecting Hsln-mln-tln ; Mukden :

Fu-shun : Hsengking; llwal-Jcn and
Chho-sun, and the Japanese forces on
the Russo-Korean frontier are to be
withdrawn to the right bank of the
River Tumen. The Russian forces it.

Manchuria are to be withdrawn with-
In a line connecting IVtuna ; Tao-lai-
chao : Shan ho inc. ; Omosu and Hun-
ehun : and the Russian forces on the
K: - Korean frontlei In tt tN wi h
drawn to the left bank or the River
Tumen.
2nd Penoff.—The withdrawal shall be

completed within four months from the
expiration of the 1st period.

The Japanese forces are lo be with-
drawn within a line connecting Nlu-
cha-tun

; Ta-shlh-klao : Hsiu-yen .

Feng Hwang-cheng and the mouth of
the Anping River (Anplng-ho).
The Russian forces are to be with-

drawn within a line connecting Hu-
lar chl

; Tsi-tsi-har
; Merguen and

AJhttn.

3rd Period —The withdrawal shall be
completed within two months rrom the
expiration or the 2nd period.

The Japanese forces are to be with
drawn within the leased territory or
Llaotung and the frontiers of Korea.
The Russian forces are to be with

drawn within Russian territory.

The foregoing additional Article shall
he considered as ratified with the ratifica-
tion or the Treaty or Peace.

ANNEX NO. X.

All Treaties of Commerce between Japan
and Russia having been annulled by
the war, the Imperial Governments of
Japan and Russia engage to adopt as thr
basis of their commercial relations, pend-
ing the conclusion of a Treaty of Com
meroe and Navigation, the system of re-
clprucnl treatment on the footing of the
most favoured nation. In which are In-
cluded import and export duties, customs
formalities, and transit and tonnage dues,
and the admission and treatment of the
agents, subjects and vessels of one country
In the territories of Ihe other. The Im-
perial Russian Government agrees to the
appointment of a regular Japanese Consul
to reside at Vladivostok.

ANNEX NO. XII.

The Imperial Governments of Japan
and Russia, with a view to promote and
facilitate intercourse and traffic, will, as
soon as possible, conclude a separate con-
vention for Ihe regulation of their con-
netting railway services in Manchuria.

ANNEX NO. XIV.

PIlOTOCt 1. NO, XI.

Several of the questions which were de-

bated and dci '.led In principle at the sit-

ting of the 2!ith August required further
deliberation with regard to 'he form in

which the decisions take!! should be ex-

pressed and to the wnrdln\ Itself or the
ads formulating those decisions.

In the course ol several private con-
ferences which took place en the 1st and
2nd Sepfmtier. the Plenipotentiaries
agreed as follows :

1. The principal bases of the mode of

rpn« nation of Manchuria should be
made the subject of an additional
artl< le. annexed to the Treaty of
Peace

; the wording of which was
fixed bv the Plenipotentiaries I Annex
No

2. The queatiun of gaghalirn should
form the subject of two arrlcles of
the Treaty end of an additional
article ; the wording of the three
articles was also fixed by the Pleni-
potentiaries (Annex No. II ).

The following questions should each
form an article of the Treaty, namely :

3. Adoption of the system of recipro-
cal treatment on the footing of the
most favoured nation pending the
conclusion of a new Treaty of Com-
merce (Annex No. Ill,);
Exchange of prisoners of war ( Annex
No. IV);
Mode or ratification of the Treaty
of Peace I Annex No. V, )

;

Regulation of the connecting rail-

way services (Annex No. VI.).

The Plenipotentiaries agreed, besides,
to declare that the word "conn-ale" em-
ployed In Article II. of the French text
of the Treaty should he understood In a
sense as wide as the word " control " em-
ployed in Ihe same Article of the
lext of the said Treaty.
Portsmouth, 5th September, 1905.

1

6.

S.

ANNKX NO. [.

Telegraphic exemplifications of this
Treaty shall N- submit ted to Ills Majesty
Hie Emperor of Japan and His Majesty
the Emperor of Russia for approval, and
certificates that approval has been accord

ANNEX NO. VI ed sna" '"' exchanged between the Repre
senlal ives of Japan and Russia at

t he I lenlpotentlaries of Japan propose as soon as possible, and not Inter than
with a view to make provision for the days from ihe date hereof. Such
due protection or the Japanese and Rns approval shall take the place of ratlflea-
slan railways in Manchuria, and at the Hon and shall, in all respects, hnve thfl»»me time in order to avoid giving grounds same value and effect as ratification, and
tor misunderstanding, that an arrange, rrom the dare „r the certificates above

mentioned, tho said Treaty shall enter
ment to the following effect be concluded
by means of protocol to bo annexed to
tho Treaty of Peace :

The Imperial Governments of Japan and
Russia mutually engage to commence tho
withdrawal of their military forces from
the territory or Manchuria simultaneously
and Immediately after the Treaty ot
Peace comes Into op. ration, and within u
period of eighteen months from the dare.
Ihe Armies of the two countries shall bo

I
completely withdrawn from Manchuria.

|

except from the leased territory of the
LtaOtnaf Peninsula.
The forces or the Iwo countries oceupv-

Ing the rront pusitlons shall be firs with-
drawn.
The Hleh Contracting Parties reserve

|

lo themselves the right to maintain guards
I
to protect their respective railway lines

I
in Manchuria. The number of such guards

|

shall not anted ffff.cn per kilometre, and
within thai maximum number the Com-
manders of the Japanese and Russian
Armies shall, by common accord, fix the
number of such gourds to lie employed
as small aa possible having In view theIt

, actual requirements,

in a.

M

I oa.;V
ln " riK°Ur •nd bB bind,Dg

,
Th» Commanders of the Japan,,, an 1in nil its parts.

, Russian forces in Manchuria shall agree

xi by Google
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upon the details of the evacuation In con-

formity with the above principle*, and
•hall take by common accord the measure*
necessary to carry out the evacuation aa

soon as possible and In any caae not later

than the period of eighteen months.

ANNEX NO. II.

The Imperial Russian Government cede >

1o the Imperial Government of Japan In
I

perpetuity and full sovereignty, the south-

ern portion of the Island of Saghallcn

shall also be the duty of the said Com-
mission to prepare a list and description

of the adjacent Islands Included In the

cession, and finally the Commission shall

prepare and sign maps showing the boun-

daries of the ceded territory. The work
of the Commission shall 1m> subject to the

approval of the High Contracting Parties.

all islands adjacent thereto, and all

public works and properties thereon. The
fiftieth degree of north latitude Is adopted
as the northern boundary of the ceded
territory. The exact alignment of suc-h

territory shall be determined In accord-

ance with the provisions of additional
Article II. annexed to this Treaty.

Japan and Russia mutually agree not
to construct In their respective possessions
on the Island of Soghallen or the adjacent
Islands, any fortifications or other similar
military works. They also respectively

engage not to take any military measure*
which may Impede the free navigation
of the Straits of La Perouse and Tartary.

It Is reserved to the Russian subject*.

Inhabitants of the territory ceded to

Japan, to sell their real property and
retire to their country: but. If they prefei

to remain In the ceded territory, tbey
will be maintained and protected In the

full exercise of their Industries and rights
of property, on condition of submitting to

Japanese lawn and Jurisdiction. Japan
shall have full liberty to withdraw the
right of residence in, or to deport from,
such territory, any Inhabitants who labour
under political or administrative disabi-

lity. She engages, however, that the pro-
]

prietary rights of such inhabitants shall 1

be fully respected.

As soon as possible arter the present
Treaty comes Into force, a Commission of
Delimitation, composed of an equal num-
bat of members to be appointed respec-

,

lively by the two High Contracting Par-
ties, shall on the spot, mark In n perma-
nent manner the exact boundary between
the Japanese and Russian possessions on
the Island of Saghalien. The Commission
shall be bound, so far as topographical
considerations permit, to rollow the fiftieth

parallel of north latitude as the boundary
line, and In case any deflections from that
line at any points are found to be neces-
sary, compensation will be made by cor-
relative deflections at other points. It

ANNEX NO. III.

The Treaty of Commerce and Naviga-

tion between Japan and Russia having
been annulled by the war, the Imperial
Governments of Japan and Russia engage
to adopt aa the basis of their commercial
relations, pending the conclusion of a new
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation on
the basis of the Treaty which was In force

previous to the present war, the system
of reciprocal treatment on the footing of

the most favoured nation. In which are
Included Import and export duties, cus-

toms formalitle*. transit and tonnage dues,
and the admission and treatment of the

of the other.try in the

ANNEX NO. IV.

As soon aa possible after the present
Treaty come* Into force, nil prisoners of
war shall be reciprocally restored. The
Imperial Governmen Is of Japan and Rus-
sia shall each appoint a special Commis-
sioner to take charge of prisoners. All
prisoner* in the hand* of one Government
shall be delivered to and received by the
Commissioner of the other Government or
by his duly authorised representative, In

such convenient number and at such con-
venient ports of tho delivering State as
such delivering. State shall notify In ad-
vance to the Commissioner of the receiv-
ing Stale,

The Governments of Japan and Russia
shall present to each other, as soon as
possible after the delivery of prisoners has
been completed, a statement of the direct
expenditures respectively incurred by
them for the care and maintenance of
prisoners from the date of capture or
surrender up to the time of death or
delivery. Russia engages to repay to

Japan, as soon as possible after the ex-
change of the statements aa above pro-
vided, the difference between the actual
amount so expended by Japan and the
actual amount similarly disbursed by

ANNEX NO. V.

it Treaty shall be ratified by
Their Maje*tle* the Emperor of Japan
and the Emperor of all the Russlas. Such
ratification shall, with as little delay aa
possible and In any case not later than
fifty days from the date of the signature

of the Treaty, be announced to the Im-
perial Governments of Japan and Russia
respectively through the French Minister
in Tokyo and the Ambassador of the
Itnlted States In St. Petersburg, and
from the date of the later of such an-
nouncements this Treaty shall lb all Its

parts come Into full force.

The formal exchange of the ratifica-

tions shall take place at Washington aa

ANNEX NO. VI.

The Imperial Government* of Japan
and Russia, with a view to promote and
facilitate Intercourse and traffic, will, as
soon as possible, conclude a separate con-
vention for the regulation of their con-
necting railway services in Manchuria.

FINAL PROTOCOL (NO. XII.).

Meetino or the 5th SKrTKMnra, 1J05.

The sitting was opened at 3.50 p.m.
There were present :

—

For Japan.—Baron Komiba and Mr.
Takahira, attended by MM. Denison.
Sato. Yamaza, Adachl. Colonel Tachlbana,
Commander Takeshlta. Ochlal. Honda,
Hanihara. and Konishi.
For Russia.—>M. Wittk and Baron

Rose*, attended by MM. de Martens,
Pokotlloff, Major General yermolofl. Com-
mander Roussine. de Plancon. Korostovetz,
and Nabokoff.
The Plenipotentiaries of Japan and Rus-

sia, having verified and found conform-
able the four texts of the Treaty of Peace,
of which two are in the French language
and two in the English, Bigned the Treaty
and the Additional Articles annexed to
the Treaty and affixed their seals thereto.

After which, each Party took possession
of two texts of the Treaty, of which one
is in the Knellsh language and the other
in the French.
Portsmouth, 5th September. 1905.

(Sioxeo) SERGE WITTE.
< Shiner) ROSEN.
(Sicned) JUTARO KOMURA.

|

(Signed) K. TAKAHIRA.

uign zed by Google



EVENTS OF THE WAR.
A Chronological Table.

im.
Feb. 5—Diplomatic relations between

Japan and Russia formally

severed.

6.—Norwegian steamer " Hermes "

leaves .Mojl at 10 a.m. with a

cargo of coal for Port Arthnr.

\ 8.—Japanese squadron under Ad-
miral Urlu, escorting trans-

ports, arrives at Chemulpo, at

which port are the Russian
cruiser " Varyak " and gun-boat
" Koryetx.

8.—Japanese squadron under Ad-
miral Togo attacks Port Arthur
at night. Two Russian battle-

ships, " Tseaarevltch " and
" Retvisan." and cruiser " Pal-

lads " torpedoed,

9.—Naval action renewed at day-

"Poltava," cruisers " Askold,'

9—Naval action at Chemulpo. Ad-
miral Urlu, with bis squadron
outside Chemulpo harbour, sends
an ultimatum to the Captain of

the " Varyak," by which the

"Varyak" and "Koryeta" leave

the harbour and engage the

Japanese. Both Russian vessels

sunk in action.

9.
—

" Hermes " stopped by Japanese
warship when near Port Arthur
and ordered to return to Naga-
aaki. whence taken to Saaeho as

a prize of war.
10.—Formal declaration of war by

Japan.
10.—Formal declaration of war by

Russia.

10.—Mr. Kurlno, Japanese Minister,

withdraws from St. Petersburg.

11.—Baron Rosen, Russian Minister,

withdraws from Tokyo.

11.—Russian mine-laying vessel
" Yenisei " blown up by a mine
at Talienwan.

11.—"
by

12—M. Pavloff. Russian Minister,

withdraws from Seoul.

12.—China proclaims her neutrality.

13.—Second attack on Port Arthur,

by destroyers during a snow-
storm. Russian cruiser " Bo-

yarin " torpedoed.

13.—British steamer " Foxton Hall
seized by the Japanese.

14.—'British steamer " Fuplng " fired

upon by the Russians at Port

Arthur.

16.—British
upon and seized by the Rus-

sians near Port Arthur.

16.—Admiral Alexeleff leaves Port

Arthur for Harbin.

16.—New Japanese cruisers " NIs-

abln " and " Kasuga " arrive at

Yokohama from England.

17.—Admiral Makaroff appointed to

supersede Admiral Stark In

command of the Port Arthur
Squadron.

17.—luue of ¥100.000,000 Treatury

Bondt over-»ubicribed in ToKvo.

20.—Cossacks cross the Yalu.

22.—P. « O. liner " Mombassa " tired

upon by the Russians In the

Red Sea ami stopped.

23.—(Agreement between Japan and
Korea signed at Seoul.

23.—Third attack on Port Arthur,
when attempts were made to

block the entrance by sinking
steamers at the mouth of the
harbonr.

25.—Renewed fighting off Poll
Arthur.

26.—British steamer " Kttrlckdale "

stopped and turned back by
Russian war-ships in the Red
Sea.

27.—British steamer "Oriel" seized

by Russians In the Red Sea.

28.—First encounter between Japan-
ese and Russian scouts, north of

29.—Ji

of the

6.—Admiral
Vladivostok.

8.—Norwegian steamer " Hermes "

released, together with cargo of
coal.

9.—Encounter between scouts In

North Korea.
10.—Fourth attack on Port Arthur,

by destroyers. Russian de-

stroyer sunk.

St.

17.—Italian cruiser " Marco Polo "

fired upon.
21.—Finn attack on Port Arthur.

Russian squadron lakes up a
position at the entrance to the
harbour,

23.—Skirmish at Tonju, North
Korea.

27.—Sixth attack on Port Arthur.
to block the

hlef of the Rus-

sian forces In Manchuria.
22.—" Nagoura-marus " passengers

and crew, with two exceptions,

arrive at Nagasaki.
' 22—British

by the J,

27.—General Kuropatkln
Harbin.

28.—Tongju occupied by
alter an encounter.

April 2.—Russian advance evacuates Its

position In North Korea.
6.—Japanese occupy Wiju and Rus-

sians retreat across the Yalu.

9.—Skirmishes on the Yalu.

12.—The '* Koryo-maru," supported
by Japanese torpedo vessels,

lays mines outside Port Artnur.

13.—Seventh attack on Port Arthur.
Admiral Makaroff with bis

squadron Is drawn out of Port

Arthur. When tbe squadron
Is returning to port, the Hag-

ship " Petropavlovsk " an ikes a
mine and sinks, resulting in

the death of Admiral Makaroff
and Staff, thirty officers, and
six hundred men,

16.—Eighth attack on Port Arthur.

Criusers "Nlsshin " and Ka-

suga" take part for the first

time, bombarding Port Artbui

by high-angle lire from Talien-

21.—Skirmish at mouth of Yalu.

23.—Japanese advance guard crosses

the Yalu.

26.—Vladivostok squadron appears
off tienaan, east coast Korea,

and sinks tbe Japanese steamer
" Goyo-maru."

2t.—Japanese transport " Kinsbtu-

maru " sunk near Qensan.

29.—BATTLE OF THE YALU :—

attack the Russian entrenched
positions on the Yalu.

May 1.—The Japanese cross the river
and Inflict severe defeat upon
the Russians under General
Sassulitvh. Twenty-eight guns
are captured and Chuliencher.g
occupied.

trading vessel " Hagf-
* sunk by Russian

fire off the east coast of Korea.
3.—Third blocking expedition

against Port Arthur. In thtj
attempt fireshlps were used, and
tbe fairway was rendered (in-

navigable for battleships and
large cruisers.

3.—P. ft O. liner "Osiris" stopped
and examined by Russian
boat in the Mediterranean.

army

6.—Japanese army division landed
on the Llaotung.

6.—Japanese occupy Fengwang-
cheng.

6,—Japanese army division occupies
neighbourhood of Klnchan.

7.—Port Adams and Pltiewo oe-

8—General Oku cuts the railway
at Pulantlen.

10—Skirmish at Anju. North Korea.
Cossacks repulsed.

12.—Japanese torpedo-boat No. 48
sunk by a mine In Kerr Bay,
during a bombardment of
Talienwan by Admiral Kataoka.

12.

—

Japanete 6 per cent. $terling
loan of £10.000.000 itlued in
London and yew Tortt.

U.—Ru»$ian 5 per cent external
loan of £33.000,000 i*Mned in

IS.—Japanese occupy Simian.
of Fengwangcheng

14.—Japanese occupy Pulantlen.
14.—Japanese dispatch boat "Mlyako"

sunk by a mine In Kerr Bay.
18.—Japanese cruiser °t'oshlno"sunk

In collision with the cruiser
" Kasuga. ••

15.—Japanese battleship " Hatsnse '

sunk by a mln«
Arthur.

15.—Japanese battleship "'. _
sunk by a mine at Port Arthur.
News officially made public
May 30tb, 1905.

16.—Japanese advance on Klnchan.
17.—Japanese destroyer " Akatsukl "

sunk by a mine at Port Arthur.
News officially made public
May 30th, 1905.

18 -Japanese gunboat "Oshlma"
sunk in collision In Llaotung
Bay at night. News officially

made public May 30th. 1905.

18.—Engagement north of Klncbau.
Russians driven from position.

19.—Japanese third army lands at
Takushan.

20.—Russian cruiser "Bogatyr" runs
on the rocks near Vladivostok.

23.—Skirmish near Kwanten. Rus-
retreat.

1 -. i , I . A M A rijh_l ft at, ,

,

bombard fort Arthur.
26.—Admiral Skrydloff arrives at

Vladivostok.
26.—BATTLE OF KINCHAU :—
37.—Japanese occupy Kin. hau and

storm Nanshan. 78 guns
captured.

87.—Admiral Togo establishes block-

ade of the south Llaotung.
St.—Skirmishes. Japanese occupy
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EVENTS OF THE WAR.

1904.

80.—General Stakelberg moves south
from Halcheng to relieve Port
Arthur and comes Into touch
with the Japanese at WaJang-

June 4.—Russian gunboat "Oremlasch?"
•unk by a mine near Port
Arthur.

7.—General Kurokl begins his ad-

vance. Japanese occupy
Samazi. north of Fengwang-
chene

9—Japanese occupy Slmjan. west
of Fengwaw?ebcnK.

1t.—Japanese blockade Newchwang.
14.—The Vladivostok «iundron sud-

denly appears off Okinishlma
anil Intercepts the transports
" Rtttl hi.mam." " Sado-maru."
and " Idrnnil -maru." bound for

the mainland with troops, artll-

lerv, and other sunplles The
ves=els were torpedoed, anil tho
"Hitachi" sunk wi'b great loss

of life; the '* Pado " Hiirreeds

in reaching shallow wa'or ; the
" Idzuml " mink with little loss

of life, Japittcse coasters fired

upon and stink. Admiral Katnl-
mura unsuccessfully pursue*
the Russian squadron.

14—BATTLE OK TKL1SSU:-
15.—Japanese storm Russian posi-

tion at Wafangkau. Russians
retire on Raining with the loaa

of about 7.000 men and 16'

(tuns

!«.—Brill*;, steamer " AllantM "

captured by Vladivostok squa
dron.

20.—General Kuropalkin arrives at

Kaiplng and Inspects deneral
Stakel!x>rc's trt>nps.

21.—General Oku occupies Hslunyao-
cheng. north of Telissu.

22—Russians attack Japanese at

Alyangplenmnn, south of Sama-
zi but retire.

22.—Skirmish on the Tashichao road,

the Japanese obtaining their
oh|e<tlve.

23.—Ninth combined attack upon
Port Arthur The Ru=:-lin squa-
dron makes a sortie, but Is

driven buck by Admiral Togo
with the loss of one battleship

gunk, one disabled, and two
cruisers damaged,

23—General Kuropatkin takes com-
mand of the Russian army to

person.

26.—The combined armleB of the
belligerents drawing close to
each other.

26.—Japanese approaching Port Ar-
thur. Capture two Russian
positions.

27.—Japanese capture F< nshulllng,
Motienllng. and another pass
all leading on to Liaoyang.

27—Japanese twelfth torpedo divi-

sion attack Port Arthur gjard-
ship. Two Russian vessel* sub-

sequently sunk.

2S.—Japanese Sixth Division lands
at Kerr Hay.

30.—Vladivostok squadron bombards
Ger.san, sinking two small ves-

sels.

July 1.—Vladivostok «quadrnn sighted

near Tsushima, and again es-

capes Admiral Kamimura.
2 —Heavy light lug at Port Arthur.

latter retreating.

5.—Japanese gunboat " Kalmon "

sunk by a mine In a roe -luring

combined land and sea attack

on Port Arthur.

5-The "Petersburg" and "Smo-
lensk," Volunteer Fleet cruisers,

pass the Bosphoros under the

commercial flag.

f,,—Marshal Marquis Oyama, Com-'
mander-in-Chief of the forces

in Manchuria, and Staff leave

Tokyo for the front.

«i.—British steamer "Cheltenham"
seized by the Vladivostok squa-

a t;i tieral t)ku o i ipl. i Kaipllf

11— British steamers "Menelaus"
and " Crewe Hall " stopped by

Volunteer cruiser " IVtei i-liurg
"

in Red Sea.

13.— P. ft O. liner "Malacca" slopped

by " Petersburg " in Red Sea and
t iiken back to Suez.

15,—German steamer " Priiu Hein-.

rich " stopped by Volunlecr cral-

1

ser "Smolensk" and mails teized.

P. ft O. liner " Persia " stopped

by "Smolensk" and malls seized.

ic —British itaamar "Hipsang" torpe-

doed by Russian destroyer to

Gulf of Pechtll and sunk.

17.—General Count Keller attacks

the Japanese at Motienllng and
is repulsed, The Japanese pur-

sue to Kini'hnnpaof/e,

19.—German steamer "S< andla ' stop-

ped in the Red Sea and taken

back to Suez.

20.—Vladivostok squadron passes

through TsuK»ru Straits Into

the Pacific.

20—British Ambassador at St.

Petersburg hands in a pro-

test against the seizure of the
" Malacca " and a rcquestt for

her immediate release.

24.—Fourteenth division of torpedo-

boats with two gun-boats attacks
Russian destroyers at Port

Arthur. Three destroyers tor-

pedoed.
24.—British steamer " Knight Com-

mander" sunk by Vladivostok

squadron off the coast of Japan
in the Pacific.

24,—Herman steamer "Arabia"
seized by Vladivostok squadron.

24.—Japanese occupation of New-
chwang officially announced.

25.—German steamer " Thea " sunk
by Vladivostok squadron.

25—General Oku drives the Rus-
sians from their entrenched
positions at Tushlchao, after

severe fighting.

26.—P. * O. liner " Formosa " seized

In the "Smolensk" and sent

hfcck to Suez In charge Of a
prize crew.

26.— Fighting at Port Arthur.
Japanese capture Wolf Hill and
the Russians retreat.

27.—Release of the P. ft O. liner
" Malacca."

.10.—Hslmorheng occupied by Japan-
ese after severe engagement
General Japanese advance, con-

verging on Liaoyang.

3*.—INVESTMENT OF PORT AR-
THUR BEGUN.

1.—Russians evacuate. Halcheng.
3.—General Oku occupies Haicheng

and the old town of Ntwchwang
3—Rusa-vis at Port Arthur fall

back on Uw inner lines of uc-

9.—Cossack activity In North Korea.
Descend as far south a* Genson.

10.—Sortie of the Port Arthur squad-

ron. Admiral Togo attacks and
inflicts serious damage. Admi-
ral Wltgeft killed. The Rus-
sian squadron is dispersed,

several vessels returning to Port
Arthur, and others taking re-

fuge at Chefoo, Shanghai, and
Tsinctau.

11.—The Russian destroyer " Retshl-

telny " puts Into Chefoo. and is

•warded by the Japanese as a
prize, having failed to disarm
within the time limit.

12—Russian destroyer stranded east

of Wei-hsl wei

13.—Admiral Rohjestvcn-k v assumes
command of the Baltic fleet.

14.— Admiral Katnlniura engiecs and
defeats Vladivostok squadron In

the Japan sea. miles north of
Tsu«hltna. The cruiser " Ru-
rlk " Is sunk and the cruiser*
" c; romnvol " and " Rossla "

crippled.

14 J-ipanewi. bombard Port Ar'hur.

16.—Russian squadron again makes
the attempt to reach the open
sea.

16—The Japanese send a flag of

truce into Port Arthur, convey-

ing the desire of the Emperor
of J.v»an ihat the lives of non-
combatants should be spared
and the fortress surrendered to

nvald a useless waste or life.

17. -Russian* refuse to agree to

either of the Japanese protiosals.

18.— Attack on Port Arthur renewed.

18.- Russian gun-boat " Olvajnl "

sunk by mine off Llaoilsban.

19.—Japanese protest against pro-

longed stay of cruiser " Askold "

and another at Shanghai.

19.-FIRST GENERAL ATTACK
ON PORT ARTHUR.

20.—Japanese cruiser " Chltose " and
" Tsushima " drive cruiser
" Novik " ashore near Korsa-
vosk. Saghallen.

20 —174 Metre Hill captured.

21.—British steamer "Comedian"
stopped by "Smolensk" near
East London.

22.—Palungxhan forts at Port Arthur
captured.

23.—Russian battleship "Sevastopol"*

at Port Arthur damaged by
either a mine or torpedo.

23—General Kuroki's left wing be-

gins the operations terminating
to the battle of Liaoyang.

24.—Conclusion of the first general
attack on Port Arthur.

24.—-The Tsar orders the dlsarma-
ment of the "Askold" and
"Grosovoi" at Shanghai

2j.—General advance on Liaoyang
begun by Japanese. Marshal
Oyama In command.

26—BATTLE OF LIAOYANG BE-
GUN.

27.—Renewed attack on Port Ar-
thur.

29.—Russians falling back on Liao-
yang against general Japanese
attack.

Sept. 3.—General Kuropatkin orders a
general retreat

3.—Japanese destroyer " Hayatori "

sunk by a mine at night near
Port Arthur. News offlciallr

published May 30th. 1905.
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EVENTS OF THE WAR.

rearguard evacuate

Oct.

the

19-

20.-

21.-

4.—Husflan
Liaoyang
the city.

4.—General Kurokl
rear.

5.—General Kurokl
Yental coal mines

6-British crater "Forte
Zanzibar conveys to the Volun-
teer Fleet cruisers " Peters-

burg " and " Smolensk " the

Tsar's orders to desist from in-

terfering with neutral shipping.
7.—KuropatMn arrives at Mukden.

13.—Vladivostok Prize Court decides

to release the British steamer
" Calchas," seized near Sagha-
!i< n at the end of July en route
from Portland. Oresoo. to

Japan The eargo of Hour and
cotton 1* confiscated.

18.—The Japanese gunboat "Helyen"
Rtink by mine while on guard
duty off Port Arthur,

-Capture of the Kuropatkln fort.

Port Arthur.
-Capture of Namakoyama. Port
Arthur.
Japanese firist attack on 20.1-

metre Hill.

25.—General Gripenberg appointed
to the command of the Second
Manrhurian Army,

2G.—Circum-Baikal railway complet.

ed and opencil for traffic.

29.—New military system Introduced
In Japan, by which men who
have passed Into the territorial

array are eligible for foreign
service for IT'., years.

30.—Russian cavalry went of Yental
destroyed by Are the Chinese
junka In the Hun Hlver at that

point. Attacked and repulsed
by Japanese.

2—Publication of general order by
KuropmtklD, declaring the Man-
churian Army to lie strong
enonch for a forward movement

9.—Russians cross Taitse River
and attack tne First Army un-
der General Kurokl.

10.

—

Battle or the Shaho :

—

10.—Severe fighting, acncral Rus-
sian assault on the whole Japan-
ese line from Yental to Hon-
kclko on the southeast and
Changtan on the north-east.

12 —Continued fighting all along the
line.

14 —Russians driven back over the
Shaho. Complete Japanese vic-

tory.

15—Baltic Fleet leaves Libau.

16.—Japanese capture Hachimakl-
yama, Port Arthur.

17—Baltic Fleet anchors off the

Danish coast.

18.—Passes through the Great Belt
20.—Enters the North Sea.

21.—Baltic Fleet at midnight fires

on the Hull fishing fleet.

22.—The Supreme Prize Court at St.

Petersburg releases the British

steamer " Allanton."

21.—Urgent representations address-

ed by the British to the Rus-
sian Government regarding the

attack on the fishing fleet.

25,—Tsar sends a message to King
Edward expressing his extreme
regret.

26.—Baltic Fleet arrives at Vigo,

when the report is circulated

that Japanese torpedo-boats were
attacked In the North Sea.

28.—The Premier, Mr. Balfour, an-
nounces that an International
Commission of Inquiry la to
be constituted In accordance
with the provisions of the

cap

28—Four officers of the Baltic Fleet
left behind at Vigo, in connec-
tion with the North Sea Incident.

29 .—Baltic Fleet arrives at Tangier.

Nov. 5.—Baltic Fleet leave* Tangier.
5.—General Linevitch appointed to

command the First and General
Kaulbars the Third Manchurtan
Army.

6 —Japanese gunboat " Atago "

strikes a sunken rock and foun-

ders In Pe. hlil Straits while en-

gaged In the blockade of Port
Arthur. News officially made
public May 3otk. 1905.

10.—Admiral Alexeteff arrives at St.

Petersburg.

10.—Admiral Folkersahm's division
of the Baltic Fleet at Suda Bay.

12.—Admiral Rohjestvensky at Da-
kar, west coast of Africa.

14.—Jopaii. se r, ,,Cr cent. tterting
loan. se.Kjirf series. for
£12.i loo.oi io ttsued in London
and .Vcir York at 90V4.

15.—Board of Trade Inquiry Into
the fishing fleer incident opened
at Hull.

15.—Russian de=troyer "Rastoropny"
escapes from Port Arthur and
arrives at Chefoo.

16.—Dpstroyer blown up by her com-
mander.

17.—Supplementary division of the
Baltic Fleet leaves Libau.

20.—German steamer "Peteran
tured by Japanese.

24.—Admiral Folkersahm's division
arrives at Port Said.

25.—Attention drawn to the voyage
of the torpedo-boat " Caroline"
from the Thames to Libau.

26.—Confiscation of British steamer
"Cheltenham" confirmed by
Higher Prize Court at 8t. Peters-

burg.

27.—Admiral Folkersahm's division
leaves Suez.

30.—Japanese capture 203-Metre Hill.

Port Arthur.
30.—Japanese coast defence ship

Salyeu sunk by mine near Port
Arthur.

Dec. 1.—Russians attempt to recover 203
Metre Hill.

2.—Admiral Folkersahm's division
passes Perlrn.

2.—Crews of Interned Russian war-
ships give trouble at Shanghai.

3.— Firing on Russian warships in

Port Arthur harbour from the
summit of IWMtW Hill with
the puns of the Japanese naval
brigade.

3.—Supreme Court at St. Peters-

burg reverses decision of Vladi-
vostok Court regarding the Ger-
man R:eamers " Thea " and
"Arabic The sinking of the
" Thea " is now declared io

have not been justified, and the

cargo of (lour of the ' Arabia"
Is now declared not to be con-

t ralwnd.

6.—Japanese occupy Akasayama.
Port Arthur.

6.—Admiral Rohjestvettskya divi-

sion at Great Fish Bay.

1905.

sunk by a mine while

in the blockade of Port Arthur.

News officially made public

May 30th. 1905.

12.—Torpedo attacks on the battle-

ship " Sevastopol " outside Port
Arthur harbour.

18 —Tungkekwan Hill fort taken at

Port Arthur,

19.—Admiral Rohjeatvenskys dlrl-

slon passes Cape Town.
19.—Japanese seize the British

steamer " Nlgretia " bound for

Vladivostok.

22.—Japanese squadron reported off

Singapore,

22—Commission of inquiry into the

firing on the Hull fishing fleet

meets at Paris and adjourns.

23.—Admiral Togo reports the de-

struction of the Russian Port
Arthur squadron.

24.—Admiral Togo reduces his

blockading squadron.

28.—Capture of Erlung Hill at Port

Arthur.

31.—Capture of Sunshu Hill at Port
Arthur.

31.—Four destroyers escape from
Port Arthur and arrive at

Chefoo.

1,—SURRENDER OF PORT
ARTHUR :—
After severe fighting General
Stoessel proposes and General
Nog! accepts the surrender of

Port Arthur.

1.—Admiral Rohje*tven«ky'« 'livl-

slon arrives off Madagascar
2—Port Arthur Capitulation Agree-

ntcnt signed.

3.—Meeting of Japanese and Ku-
slan Commissioners to arnKKQ
the surrender of the fortress

and garrison.

3.—Admiral Folkersahm's division

arrives at Madagascar.

4.— Ilzeshan and other forts de-

livered to Japari-se as guarantee

of capitulation.

5.—Meeting of General Nogt and
General Stocks ?1.

5—General Nogl reports that the
surrendered rmriLon number*
32.207 prisoners and over 15,000

sick and wounded.
6.—Prisoners march out of Port

Arthur.

7.—Formal delivery of prisoners
• ', .is pli I ed

8.—Supplementary division of
Baltic Fleet leaves Suda Bay.

9.—Delivery of forts at Port Arthur
finally completed.

9.—International CommlFslon ot
Inquiry Into the North Sea in-

cident resumes its sittln;: at

Paris.

10.—Supplementary division of

Bailie Fleet at Port Said.

10.—First batch of prisoners from
Port Arthur arrive at Nagasaki.

11.—General StoesBtl leaves Pott
Arthur.

11.—Japanese troops in North Korea
attack Cossacks and rapture a
quantity of spoil.

11.—Japanese seize Biltlt...

" Rosely " t " Lethlngtc
bound for Vladlv-jsli

coal

11.—General Mlstchen: o •

raid 'o tre south am > ack.i

old Newchwang b'it i irctd,

to retire.

vessels

n." bota
k with

•ii;es a
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12.—Japanese Imperial Ordinance
announces the addition of a
flotilla of submarines to the
torpedo-boat flotilla of the Im-
perial Navy.

12.—Greater portion of Russian 4H
per cent, loan of 500.000.000
inarA- issued in Berlin. Amount
issued, £15.795,000.

12.—General Nogl reports the cap-
ture of 546 Runs and 82,670
rounds of gun ammunition at

Port Arthur.
13.—Russian Circular Note address-

ed to the Powers protesting
against alleged Infractions jl

Chinese neutrality.

13.—Japanese troops formally enttr
Port Arthur.

13.—Russian cavalry make a sur-

prise attack on the old to*n
of Newchwang. but are re-

pulsed.

13.—Baltic Fleet at Diego Suarez.
13.—Supplementary division of the

Fleet leaves Suez.

14.—General Stoessei arrives at

Winwitt.

17.—General Stoessei leaves Naga-
saki for Shanghai.

19.—First public sitting at Paris of

the Commission of Inquiry
Into the North Sea Incident.

24.—Skirmish east of Mukden.
25.—Austrian steamer "Burma," with

cargo of coal for Vladivostok
aelzed by Japanese warship off

the Hokkaido.
25.—BATTLE OF HBIKOTAI :—

Russians advance over the Hun
River and attack

26—8evere fighting.

27 -Brltlsh steamer " M. 8.

with cargo of coal for Vladivo-
stok, seized by Japanese war-
ship off the Hokkaido.

29.—Russians forced to retire at

Heikotai. Japanese losses 9,000.

Russian losses H',000.

30.—British steamer " Wyefleld."
with contraband for Vladivo-

stok, seized by
ship off the Hokkaido

In reply to

neutrality.

Feb. 6.—Port Arthur Admiralty
isued by the Japanese.

7.—British steamer " Eastry." with
coal for Vladivostok, seized off

the Hokkaido by the Japanese.
9.—Marshal Oyama reports several

attacks by Russians on the

Japanese positions.

11 —British steamer " Eaatry " with
cargo released by the Yokosuka
Prize Court.

15.—ueneral Kadbek appointed to

me command of the Vladivo-

stok fortifications.

15.—Admiral Nebogatoff with the

Third Baltic Squadron leaves

Llbau.

15.—British steamers " Scotsman "

and " Apollo." with cargoes of

rice and coal for Vladivostok,

seized off the Hokkaido.
16.—State of siege proclaimed at

Vladivostok.

19.—Bi tish steamers "Sylvanla" *
" I'owderham." with coal for

Vladivostok. aelzed by the

Japanese.
23.—BATTLK OF MUKDEN :—

General Kawamura, the «x-

rlght (east) wing of the

Japanese line, captures the
Russian position at Tslngo-
cheng.

24.—General Kurokl. right
opens battle.

26—German steamer " Romulus,"
with coal for Vladivostok, seized
by Japanese.

26.—Report of North Sea Inqulr,
Commission published.

27.—CMMfW Nodzu, with the centre
army, begins a three days'
nonade of the Russian
before Mukden.

28.—General Oku. left

••is advance.
28.—Ueneral Kawamura, on the ex-

treme east, occupies Macbtintan

1.—German steamer " Veteran."
seized shortly before, declared
a lawful prize by the Saseho
Prize Court.

1.—General Nogl. with the extreme
left (west) wing of the Japan-
ese army, enters Sinmlntlng.

2.—General Nodzu attacks the out-
works south of the Shaho.

3.—Swedish steamer " Vegga "

seized by Japanese while on
the way to Vladivostok.

6.—General Kurokl forces the loft

of the Russian entrenchments
on the Shaho.

6.—ueneral Nodzu dislodges the
Russians from the outworks
south of the Shaho.

6.—British steamers " Venus " and
" Aphrodite " seized by Japanese
while attempting to make Vla-
divostok.

7.—General Oku's progress checked
by the Russian right wing.

7.—General Kuropatkin orders a
retreat.

8.—General Nogl cuts the railway
north of Mukden.

9—Dispatch from Marshal Oyama
shows the terrible nature of the
fighting on the left (Oku's).

9.—British steamer "Saxon Prince"
seized off Oshlma by the
Japanese.

9.—General Kawamura carries the
position at Wuchun, 40 miles

10.—News received that the Rus-
sian army la In full retreat.

10.—Japanese enter Mukden.
11.—Marshal Oyama reports the rout

of the Russians at Mukden.
12.—Japanese casualties at Mukden

op to date officially announced
to be 42.222.

16.—Japanese enter Tteling. 80 miles
north of Mukden.

16.—Announced that the number of

prisoners of war in Japan i

17.—General Kuropatkin relieved of
his command and succeeded by
General Linevitch.

17.—Baltic Fleet leaves Nosal Be.

18.—British steamer " Harberton."
with coal for Vladivostok. selz«d

by Japanese.
20.—Russia Jlarinp failed to raise

a new loan in France, announ-
ces a new internal loan of

21.—Japanese occupy Changtu, 100

miles north of Tleling

21.—Totai Japanese casualties at

Mukden announced at over

50,000.

23.—The total number of Russian
prisoners taken at Mukden up
to the 13th March eatimated all

53.000 and Russian casualties)
at 130.000.

23.—General Kuropatkin
Command of the
Army.

24.—Admiral Nebogatoff. with Th.rd
Baltic Squadron, at Port Said.

25.—Arrival at Kobe of tnree foreign
attaches of the Russian Ann/
who were left behind at Mukden
and taken in charge by the

north

28.—British steamer '

seized by Japanese.
29.—Japanese occupy Tawa,

of Fakumen.
29.

—

Xew Japanese 4»* per revtt.
sterling loan of £30,000,000
offered for subscription in
London and Xew York.

April 2.—Jnpanese driven from a~"posl-
tlon 33 miles north-east of
Kalyusn.
-Russian force driven out of
Tsulushu. 20 miles north of
Changtu.

6.—British steamer
dared a lawful prize
flscated by Japanese.

7.—An official return puts the num-
ber of prisoners of war in
Japan at as.759.

1~Norwegian steamer " Henrik
Halco " seized by Japanese.

8—Baltic Fleet sighted off Sings-
pore.

13-—BrltiBh steamers "Rosely'
"Lethlngton" with their
declared lawful prizes.

12-Admlral Rohjestvenaky
In Kamranh Bay. ..

14.—News from Vladivostok via I

don reports that flvo Ja
officers, disguised as natives,
were caught photographing the
defences, treated as spies, and
hanged.

14.—Imperial Ordinance Issued plac-
ing the

"

Law.

and

J5.—British steamer "Oakley
her cargo declared lawful prize
by the Japanese.

15—Japanese occupy Funghwa. 50
miles east of Shlngeklng

16.—P. * 0. steamer "Poona" stop-
ped by Baltic Fleet between
Singapore and Hongkong.

17-—British steamer "Nlgretla" de-
clared lawful prize by Japanese.

18.—Taugaru Straits placed within
the war zone and declared de-

18.—Growing Indignation in Japan
at reported violations of French
neutrality by Baltic Fleet,

20.—Japanese Minister at Paris calls
M. Delcasse's attention to the
reported stay of Russian vessels
In Kamranh Bay.

21.—Statement by the French Pre-
mier that the French Govern-
ment meant to respect absolute
neutrality between the bellige-

rents and had given precise or-
ders to all Its agents in the
Far East.

22.—Admiral Rohjestvenaky leaves
Kamranh Bay.

24.—Russian attack on Changtu and
Kalyuan repulsed.

24.—Admiral Rohjestvenaky return*
to Kamranh Bay.

26.—Again leaves, reported for the
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27.—Admiral Nebogatoff
Penan g.

28.—The British steamer* " M. S.
Dollar," "Slam," and " Wye-
field." and the Austrian steamer
" Burma " declared lawful pri>.es

by the Japanese
May 1.—United Slates Government urge*

upon China the advisability of
enforcing ae far as possible the
neutrality of Chinese harbours.

1.—Baltic Fleet at Fort Dayet. 40
miles north of Kamranh Bay.

2.—Russian fleet at Honkohe Bay.
5.—Four Russian torpedo boats

burn and sink a .lapaneso sail-

ing vessel off the Hokkaido.
8—Publication of French seiai-offl-

clal Note denying charges of
breach of neutrality.

9.—Admiral Rohjestvensky leaves
Honkobe Bay.

8.—Admiral Nebogatoff off Cape St,

9.—Two Russian cruisers sight
ed off Aomori.

9—Russian attack repulsed at
Ylngecheng.

10.—The steamer " Palos " declared
lawful prize by Japanese.

12.—Admiral RohJest venaky returns
to Honkohe Bay.

13 —Martial law proclaimed through-
out Formosa.

14.—Baltic Fleet leaves Honkohe
Bay for the north.

15—Japanese Government vetoes the
export of coal to Indo-Chlna.

16.—The Dutch steamer " Wilhel-
mlna" declared lawful prize by
Japanese.

16.—The British steamer " Mucin-
den " seized by Japanese off

Korea.
16.—The French stumer " Annam "

seized off the Pescadores.

17.—Admiral BliiletT appointed to

the command of the Russian
naval forces In the Pacific.

18.—The British steamer "Sikh"
seized by Japanese off Muroran

19.—The steamer " Llncluden " ro-

26.—News reaches Japan that seve-
ral scouting vessel and colliers

of the Baltic Fleet have arrived
at Woosung, Shanghai.

27—Reports received of Russian
warships in the waters of
Southern Japan.

27—BATTUE OF THE SEA OF
JAPAN :

—
Baltic Fleet drawing up to Tsu-
shima in the Korea Straits is

encountered by the Japanese
under Admiral Togo, and at-

tacked in the van and at the
Action begins at 2 p.m.

28 —Admiral Togo destroys the Bal-
tic Fleet, caprures Admirals
Rohjestvensky and Nebogatoff,
atul takes over six thousand pri-

29—News received that British
steamer "Oldhamla" was seized
by the Rimslan Fleet off For-
mosa.

29 —German steamer " Tetartos "

sunk by Russian converted
steamer " Rlon." a hundred
miles east of Tslngtao.

.in.—Official dispatches from Admiral
Togo announce the complete de-
feat of Admiral Rohjestvensky.

1.—Admiral Togo's further reports
of the naval battle published

2.—British steamer " Cilumam "

and Nagasaki.
2.—Japanese casualties In the Bat-

tle of the Japan Sea reported
at 113 officers and men killed
and 418 wounded.

4.—Russian destroyer " Bodry " ar-
rives at Shanghai, having es-

caped during the battle.

4 —British steamer " St. Kllda."
with a general cargo and car-

rying the English mall from
Hongkong for Japan, sunk by
Russian converted cruiser
" Dnieper." Crew afterwards
landed at Batavla.

5—British steamer "St. Kllda"
sunk by Russian armed cruiser
" Dnieper."

8.—British steamer " Ikhona." from
Singapore to Japan, sunk by
Russian armed cruiser " Terek."

8.—Official returns published allow-
ing the number of prisoners
taken In .ue naval battle to be
6.142.

8 —P RESIDENT ROOSEVELT
PROPOSES THAT THE BEL-
LIGERENTS NEGOTIATE FOR
PEACE.

8.—News received that the crew of
the "Oldhamla." sunk by the
Russians, was landed at Swatow.

9.—Russian cruisers " Aurora,"
" Oleg." and " Zemtchug. escap-
ed during the battle of the Japan
Sea. are Interned at Manila.

9.—Admiral Alexeieff reported to

have tendered his reslgna;lon
as Russian Viceroy In the Far
East

10.—Official announcement by Japan
e«e Government of commtil.tca
lions exchanged with
Roosevelt regarding
tlons for peace. Japan acc»pts
Piesldeut Roosevelt's sugges-
tion.

10.—The Norwegian steamer " Veg-
ga " declared a lawful prize i>y

the Japanese.

11.—British steamer " Pnwderham "

with cargo declared a lawful
prize by the Japanese.

14.—Russia signifies that she has
no objection in principle to the
meeting of plenipotentiaries.

14—Japanese Navy Department an-
nounces the following naval ca-

sualties during the wai* :

—

Killed—221 officers and 1.782
men ; Recovered—117 officers

and 876 men.
15.—W-sshington chosen as the place

of meeting for the peace con-
ference.

16.—Admiral Togo's report of the
Battle of the Japan Sea publish-

ed. The Russian vessels ac-

counted for, 38, with the follow-

ing result :—Sunk, 20 ; cap-

tured, 5 : escaped but wrecked
or sunk. 2 : escaped but Intern-

ed, 6 ; end unknown. 1 ; re-

tained by Japanese but al't.-r-

wards released. 2 ; escaped to

Vladivostok, 2.

20.—Announcement made of tiie ap-

pointment of Marquis Ito and
Baron Komura as Japan's repre-

sentatives at the peace con-
ference.

20.—Japanese detachment occupies
Kangseng. sixty miles south of

l the Tumen River. Korea.

25.—Crew of the " tkhona " landed
at Singapore.

armed cruiser " Terek"
at Batavla.

•Peresvlef raised
at Port Arthur.

July 2.—Baron Komura and Mr. Taka-
hlra. Minister at Washington,
appointed Japanese plenipoten-
tiaries. M. Muravleff and Baron
Rosen appointed for Russia.

2.—Japanese successes In North
Korea.

3.—Officers and crew of the "8t.
Kllda" landed ai Port Said b/
the Russian cruiser "Dnieper"

5.—Heavy fighting In Manchuria.
6—General Roedlzer appointed

Russian Minister for War In
place of General Sakharoff. re-

signed.
7.—Japanese squadron appears off

Saghallen.
7.—Withdrawal of the Law of

Siege from Formosa, Pescadores
excepted.

8.—Japanese troops occupy Korsa-
kovsk, Saghallen.

12—lt*ue ot new Japanese loan for
£30,000.000 sterling.

13.—M. Wltte appointed Russian
plenipotentiary In place of M.
Muravleff.

20.—Baron Komura. the Japanese
chief plenipotentiary, arrives In

America.
24-^Japaiiese land in Castries Bay

on the Siberian coast.

27.—Japanese occupy Luikoff. Sagha-
llen.

31.—General Liapunoff in comman S

of the Russian forces In Sacha-
lleti, surrenders.

AnB. 2.—M. Wltte. the principal Russian
plenipotentiary, arrives in Ame-
rica.

3.—Portsmouth. New Hampshire,
appointed as the place of con-
ference.

5.—Reception of Japanese and Rus-
sian plenipotentiaries by Presi-

dent Roosevelt at Oyster Bay.
8.—Arrival of the plenipotentiaries

of both Powers at Portsmouth.
9—FIRST SESSION OF THE

PEACE CONFERENCE. Cre-
dentials exchanged.

10.—Japanese terms presented.

13.—Russian reply presented.

13.—Russian cruiser " Pallada" ra's-

ed at Port Arthur.
14.—Fourth meeting of the plenipo-

tentiaries.

15—Fifth meeting.
16.—Questions of Indemnity and the

cession of Saghallen i

17.—Seventh meeting.
18—Eighth meeting.
19.—Interview

velt and Baron
22.—Ninth meeting of the plenipo-

tentiaries.

23.—New proposals submitted relat-

Ing to the indemnity and Sagha-
llen.

23.—The America n Ambassador at
St. Petersburg has an audience
of the Tsar.

23.—Eleventh mei-jug of the pleni-

potentiaries

26.—The Tsar, ir a final repiy to

President Ro sevelt. refuse, to

entertain the demand for an
Indemnity.

26.—The Russian plenlpotentiari 4

to make concessions
Komtm suggests a fur-

ther adjournment.
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27.—Mr. Takahlra asks for a fur.
ther adjournment, to which 11
Wltte agrees.

29.—Conference arrives at a com
pletc understanding on all ques
(ions.

29.—Severe engagement on the
Tungho.

20.—Fighting in Saghallen. Captain
OwaiJa in wild country engages
the remnants of the Russian*.

31.—Official returns show that the
number of prisoners of war In-

terned In Japan is 71.272.

1.—Latest returns made bjr the
War Department place the
number of prisoners taken in

the Battle of the Japan Sea as
,

6,(MIU. :t7'J being ofilcers.

1.—Fighting In North Korea.
Severe engagement, and last

battle of the war.

L—Protocol of Armistice signed
between Japan and Russia.

6.—TREATY OF PEACE SIGNED
AT 2 P.M.

5.—Protocol of Armistice went Into

force.
"

7.—Tsar Issues an Ukase cashiering

and degrading Admiral Neboga Oct.

toff and the Captains of the

battli ships Nicolal I.," " Seni-

avln." and " Apraksin." for
lowering their ling to the enemy
In the Rattle of the Sea of

Japan.

13.—General Fukushima leaves the

advance line of the Japanese
Army at Changtu and meets
General Wanovsky, from the

Russian lines, when an armis-
tice Is arranged.

IS.—Armistice between Japanese and
Russian Armies, arranged on
the field, goes Into force.

18.—Naval Armistice between the

Japanese and Russian naval
forces signed at NaJInpo. a port

In North Korea, by Admiral
Shimamura representing the

Japanese, and Admiral JeRse

commander of the Vladivostok
squadron.

22—Former Russian
•• Retvlaan " raised at Port
Arthur.

3.—Ex-Admiral Nebogatoff and tho
ex-Captains formerly In com-
mand of the Russian war ship*
released by the Japanese.

4 —Number of Japanese prisoners
interned In Russia estimated by
the Japanese Government at

1.629.

7.—Former Russian gunboat "Gai-
damak " raised at Port Arthur.

7.—Norwegian steamer " Arnhem "

selr.e.j by Japanese on her way
to Vladivostok.

7 - German steamer "Karl" seized
by Japanese on her way to
Nicolajevsk.

8—TREATY OF PORTSMOUTH
RATIFIED BY THE EMPEROR
OF JAhAN.

9.—TREATY RATIFIED BT THE
EMPEROR OF RUSSIA,

r. -RATIFICATIONS OF THE
TREATY OF PEACE EX-
CHANGED AT WASHINGTON.

RUSSIAN LOSSES IN THE WAR.

OFFICIAL RETURNS.

According to returns published by permission of the Minister of

War, in the Now Vremya, the Russian losses in jtcrsottoi during the

war were as follows:—
Officers. Men.

Killed in action 686 18^:!l

Died from wounds 104 2,!>8:i

Wounded 3,683 115,556

Missing 417 88,686

4,980 175,70.")

No mention is made of deaths from disease The *' missing " were

almost certainly killed in action, with the exception of a few deserters.

It is probable that an accurate return will never be made of the losses

from every cause sustained by Russia.
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,UR Diary is brought to a conclusion by the exchange of the ratification* of the Treaty of Peace,v and is Completed l»y various luiscellaneous reports from Manchuria, although much ban

hastened in that broad region aud especially iu Northern Korea since the last great battle that

will never be recorded.

Eighteen months of warfare have wrought a striking change in the position of Japan among
the nations a change of which Japan became gradually conscious in the early progress of tlie war.

Well prepared as she was and credited with possessing an Ultimate knowledge of the character of

her enemy, no man before the battle of the Yalu would have dared to predict a result that ban been

realised by means that all can understand. Prepared and ready, Japan encountered her enemy at

a most favourable time for herself. Her readiness and admirable organisation have been observed and

recorded by writers of every nationality. All the departments through which a great army is managed

have been examined and criticised by military officer* of other nationalities, and the simplicity and

'ffectivcness of the organism that was the brain of the fighting men were readily admitted. Much was

written about the Japanese Army and Navy during the war of a character that conld not Ive reprinted

to-day because of its unrestiained effusiveness, not a little that w*»ut to the other extreme, but

selecting the wheat from the chaff the Japanese Army and Navy remain an example to other armies

and navies in their standard of discipline, valour, and organisation.

Nor will men to day under-rate the stublx>ru battles that were fought by the Russians, often

Ul-Cqtti|>pe<] aud ill-fed as we have reason to know. On many occasions badly lr-d, simple defeats

would have been d toasters but for the s< lf-sacrifice of the unconsidered rank aud filo. Authors

have tried to descrilie and artists to picture the hist struggle of many a straggling remnant of a

defeated army, but no means will ever be found to bring home to those away from the scene the

horrors of the Manchuriati battlefield amid torrid heat and Arctic onow. The Tsar's last message

to his troops overlooked their defeat, and the verdict is universal that the common soldier did his

dnty welL

The armies laid down their anus as another winter was approaching and welcomed Peace.

Peace was not only welcome to those who fought on the field but to the millions far away. It

brought something of contentment to |<arents and children after months of suffering, months of

anxiety, aud even to the onlooker a feeliug of ease and relief.
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RETURN TO the circulation desk of any

University of California Library

or to the

NORTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITY

Bldg. 400. Richmond Field Station

University of California

Richmond, CA 94804-4698

ALL BOOKS MAY BE RECALLED AFTER 7 DAYS
• 2-month loans may be renewed by calling

(510)642-6753

• 1-year loans may be recharged by bringing

books to NRLF
• Renewals and recharges may be made
4 days prior to due date
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